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realized $138,000 
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Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price 

1 5980.00 14 488.75 

2 3105.00 15 546.25 

3 1725.00 16 2415.00 

4 747.50 17 2300.00 

5 1150.00 18 3105.00 

6 3795.00 19 8050.00 

7 7360.00 20 5060.00 

8 4600.00 21 2185.00 

9 3795.00 22 2530.00 

10 977.50 23 488.75 

11 10925.00 24 1955.00 

12 2990.00 25 7475.00 

26 4830.00 38 862.50 

27 460.00 39 6900.00 

28 13800.00 40 12650.00 

29 9775.00 41 9775.00 

30 6325.00 42 690.00 

31 3335.00 43 7475.00 

32 2185.00 44 7475.00 

33 10350.00 45 2185.00 

34 690.00 46 3220.00 

35 391.00 47 1035.00 

36 8625.00 48 546.25 

37 1610.00 49 7475.00 

50 1725.00 63 2530.00 

51 1265.00 64 977.50 

52 10350.00 65 1265.00 

53 3335.00 66 1150.00 

54 977.50 67 1265.00 

55 1380.00 68 1380.00 

56 1495.00 69 747.50 

57 14950.00 70 1610.00 

59 862.50 71 10350.00 

60 546.25 72 10925.00 

61 20700.00 73 3105.00 

62 6900.00 74 1380.00 

75 3680.00 87 2760.00 

76 5750.00 88 805.00 

77 6900.00 89 2185.00 

78 2300.00 90 2300.00 

79 1725.00 91 48300.00 

80 391.00 92 24150.00 

81 1035.00 93 13225.00 

82 11500.00 94 16100.00 

83 3910.00 95 17250.00 

84 805.00 96 11500.00 

85 29900.00 97 2990.00 

86 24150.00 98 21850.00 

99 10925.00 112 3220.00 

100 4140.00 113 3220.00 

101 805.00 114 9775.00 

102 92000.00 115 13800.00 

103 19550.00 116 862.50 

104 8280.00 117 5520.00 

105 5060.00 118 575.00 

106 29900.00 119 9775.00 

107 11500.00 120 5750.00 

108 4830.00 121 16100.00 

110 1380.00 122 1265.00 

111 1955.00 123 460.00 

1855-C gold dollar 

realized $92,000 

October 2-4, 1999 
New York City 

1829 $5 realized $241,500 

1854-S $2.50 

realized $135,700 

1797 Small Eagle $10 realized $103,500 Proof 1891 $20 realized $166,750 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. • Box 1224 • Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

PRICES REALIZED 

THE 

Harry w. Bass, Jr. 
Collection 

Part II 

Prices realized include the buyer’s fee -Lots omitted represent unsold lots known to us as of the sale date. 



Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price 

1?4 13">25 00 189 805.00 255 805.00 320 14950.00 385 4140.00 451 747.50 519 8625.00 585 977.50 652 10350.00 717 26450.00 

PS 690 00 190 805.00 256 920.00 321 3451.15 386 2415.00 453 26450.00 520 805.00 586 11500.00 653 7475.00 718 57500.00 

P6 17250 00 191 805.00 257 690.00 322 2443.75 387 3680.00 454 25300.00 521 862.50 587 17250.00 654 9775.00 719 92000.00 

127 12075 00 192 977.50 258 2530.00 323 3105.00 388 1610.00 455 2185.00 522 1955.00 588 3795.00 655 6900.00 720 69000.00 

P8 12650 00 193 1495.00 259 1495.00 324 1840.00 389 27025.00 456 3450.00 523 1265.00 589 10925.00 656 10925.00 721 115000.00 

129 747.50 194 25300.00 260 833.75 325 546.25 390 3680.00 457 1150.00 524 9775.00 590 3450.00 657 8050.00 722 19550.00 

130 805.00 195 24150.00 261 78200.00 326 39100.00 391 4140.00 458 1495.00 525 1092.50 591 8912.50 658 34500.00 723 6900.00 

131 16100.00 196 6612.50 262 55200.00 327 13800.00 392 2760.00 459 2300.00 526 1063.75 592 2415.00 659 9775.00 724 25300.00 

132 5290.00 197 2990.00 263 12362.50 328 9775.00 393 632.50 460 1725.00 527 6325.00 593 8740.00 660 3910.00 725 16100.00 

133 4830.00 198 3220.00 264 3450.00 329 23000.00 394 920.00 461 20700.00 528 2990.00 594 1955.00 661 1150.00 726 16100.00 

134 6325.00 199 1380.00 265 19550.00 330 14375.00 395 7475.00 462 9200.00 529 4140.00 595 1610.00 662 8050.00 727 7475.00 

135 1725.00 200 603.75 266 18400.00 331 36800.00 396 3450.00 463 2760.00 530 8625.00 596 3450.00 663 920.00 728 9200.00 

136 17250.00 201 6900.00 267 14375.00 332 3220.00 397 2530.00 464 1380.00 531 4025.00 597 529.00 664 9200.00 729 9775.00 

137 2530.00 202 747.50 268 16100.00 333 575.00 398 1380.00 465 2012.50 532 2990.00 598 1725.00 665 14950.00 730 10350.00 

138 19550.00 203 718.75 269 20700.00 334 1150.00 399 2185.00 466 8625.00 533 977.50 599 1725.00 667 4830.00 731 12650.00 

139 6325.00 204 603.75 270 29900.00 335 115000.00 400 1035.00 467 20700.00 534 552.00 600 2277.00 668 3220.00 732 13800.00 

140 1380.00 205 4370.00 271 14950.00 336 6900.00 401 747.50 468 14375.00 535 21275.00 601 4600.00 669 1092.50 733 26450.00 

141 460.00 206 747.50 272 40250.00 337 12650.00 402 18400.00 469 1380.00 536 2760.00 602 368.00 670 1092.50 734 10350.00 

142 632.50 207 805.00 273 36800.00 338 5290.00 403 5060.00 470 632.50 537 1265.00 603 690.00 671 27600.00 735 3220.00 

143 2185.00 208 1725.00 274 10925.00 339 1322.50 404 2760.00 471 747.50 538 8625.00 605 11500.00 672 19550.00 736 24150.00 

144 1380.00 209 805.00 275 6670.00 340 13800.00 405 34500.00 472 135700.00 539 632.50 606 2300.00 673 9775.00 737 13800.00 

145 1265.00 210 6037.50 276 6670.00 341 7475.00 406 2990.00 473 3680.00 541 17825.00 607 2070.00 674 920.00 738 10925.00 

146 483.00 211 2760.00 277 5980.00 342 18400.00 407 16100.00 474 1092.50 542 6900.00 608 977.50 675 24150.00 739 14950.00 

147 690.00 212 3910.00 278 4485.00 343 14375.00 408 5750.00 475 1092.50 543 1380.00 609 18400.00 676 1955.00 740 4140.00 

148 460.00 213 4140.00 279 1495.00 344 2645.00 409 1495.00 476 41400.00 544 373.75 610 6900.00 677 17250.00 741 20700.00 

149 39100.00 214 3220.00 280 5750.00 345 12650.00 410 977.50 477 8050.00 545 27600.00 611 13800.00 678 21850.00 742 17250.00 

150 1840.00 215 3910.00 281 2415.00 346 977.50 411 1495.00 478 29900.00 546 5750.00 612 8050.00 679 17250.00 743 16100.00 

151 891.25 216 3450.00 282 1840.00 347 23000.00 412 805.00 479 8625.00 547 6325.00 613 7475.00 680 6037.50 745 5750.00 

152 506.00 217 690.00 283 488.75 348 4830.00 413 23000.00 480 6325.00 548 747.50 614 4140.00 681 1955.00 746 4370.00 

153 5290.00 218 5520.00 284 805.00 349 10350.00 414 11500.00 481 6900.00 549 920.00 615 5520.00 682 46000.00 747 1495.00 

154 3680.00 219 4830.00 285 661.25 350 3680.00 415 6900.00 482 1092.50 550 431.25 616 471.50 683 7475.00 748 18400.00 

155 2990.00 220 2185.00 286 6210.00 351 2645.00 416 6900.00 483 23000.00 551 3680.00 617 4600.00 684 29900.00 749 13800.00 

156 2300.00 221 1495.00 287 4830.00 352 1092.50 417 4370.00 484 2760.00 552 230.00 619 1265.00 685 16100.00 750 5520.00 

157 920.00 222 1610.00 288 4485.00 353 19550.00 418 2760.00 486 23000.00 553 8050.00 620 1092.50 686 8337.50 751 7475.00 

158 6325.00 223 632.50 289 3910.00 354 1840.00 419 5520.00 487 2300.00 554 2990.00 621 6900.00 687 2990.00 752 6325.00 

159 8050.00 224 4025.00 290 9775.00 355 1840.00 420 1207.50 488 1150.00 555 9487.50 623 2300.00 688 41400.00 753 2990.00 

160 1840.00 225 1725.00 291 7475.00 356 2300.00 421 1380.00 489 25300.00 556 2300.00 624 3680.00 689 1610.00 754 20700.00 

161 1610.00 227 13225.00 292 3910.00 357 4600.00 422 39100.00 490 12650.00 558 345.00 625 632.50 690 25300.00 755 6325.00 

162 920.00 228 3910.00 293 2875.00 358 12075.00 423 16100.00 493 3910.00 559 11500.00 626 2185.00 691 12650.00 756 9200.00 

163 4600.00 229 2300.00 294 977.50 359 4255.00 424 5520.00 494 10925.00 560 1725.00 627 4600.00 692 5750.00 757 24150.00 

164 16100.00 230 2070.00 295 431.25 360 4370.00 425 5750.00 495 1782.50 561 7762.50 628 19550.00 693 7475.00 758 6037.50 

165 2300.00 231 1092.50 296 2070.00 361 3335.00 426 8625.00 496 5060.00 562 488.75 629 2760.00 694 2990.00 759 7015.00 

166 2070.00 232 1092.50 297 36800.00 362 2760.00 427 2300.00 497 1265.00 563 2530.00 630 1495.00 695 32200.00 760 5290.00 

167 1150.00 233 488.75 298 3105.00 363 2530.00 428 431.25 498 977.50 564 3220.00 631 2070.00 696 32200.00 761 1840.00 

168 404.80 234 10350.00 299 920.00 364 6325.00 429 575.00 499 7475.00 565 8625.00 632 12650.00 697 9200.00 762 8050.00 

169 5520.00 235 3910.00 300 517.50 365 20700.00 430 10350.00 500 4140.00 566 1725.00 633 1955.00 698 12650.00 763 8050.00 

170 4600.00 236 1380.00 301 1207.50 366 17250.00 431 8050.00 501 20700.00 567 1725.00 634 1207.50 699 29900.00 764 5290.00 

171 2530.00 237 6900.00 302 546.25 367 10925.00 432 9200.00 502 690.00 568 19550.00 635 2012.50 700 10350.00 765 36800.00 

172 1610.00 238 747.50 303 3220.00 368 2760.00 433 10350.00 503 10925.00 569 10925.00 636 1265.00 701 12650.00 766 25300.00 

173 9775.00 239 575.00 304 5520.00 369 8625.00 434 1265.00 504 2070.00 570 1552.50 637 4370.00 702 9200.00 767 17250.00 

174 7187.50 240 1380.00 305 37950.00 370 4600.00 436 5750.00 505 4600.00 571 805.00 638 1725.00 703 6900.00 768 10350.00 

175 6900.00 241 483.00 306 69000.00 371 2415.00 437 2645.00 506 2185.00 572 13800.00 639 920.00 704 18400.00 769 7187.50 

176 2185.00 242 1380.00 307 4370.00 372 1610.00 439 5750.00 507 414.00 573 3450.00 640 1265.00 705 10925.00 770 6900.00 

177 1495.00 243 1840.00 308 14950.00 373 1725.00 440 1092.50 508 16100.00 574 805.00 641 1495.00 706 21850.00 771 19550.00 

178 4370.00 244 632.50 309 10925.00 374 690.00 441 1380.00 509 2990.00 575 1610.00 642 1265.00 707 10350.00 772 9200.00 

179 1380.00 245 1610.00 311 805.00 375 368.00 442 747.50 510 4600.00 576 23000.00 643 63250.00 708 10925.00 773 6325.00 

180 2070.00 246 8050.00 312 25300.00 376 26450.00 443 1725.00 511 6325.00 577 3105.00 644 2300.00 709 16100.00 774 6325.00 

181 2530.00 247 2300.00 313 8050.00 377 4600.00 444 5060.00 512 1840.00 578 4255.00 645 1725.00 710 10350.00 775 5520.00 

183 1035.00 249 632.50 314 37950.00 378 7475.00 445 23000.00 513 1495.00 579 3450.00 646 16100.00 711 138000.00 776 25300.00 

184 1610.00 250 632.50 315 14950.00 379 5290.00 446 3450.00 514 4140.00 580 1495.00 647 5750.00 712 18975.00 777 10925.00 

185 1380.00 251 8050.00 316 5290.00 380 13800.00 447 14950.00 515 1035.00 581 977.50 648 5520.00 713 19550.00 778 5750.00 

186 1092.50 252 1265.00 317 20700.00 381 62100.00 448 8050.00 516 862.50 582 1150.00 649 4830.00 714 26450.00 779 21850.00 

187 833.75 253 2760.00 318 920.00 383 12650.00 449 7475.00 517 5750.00 583 2070.00 650 920.00 715 33350.00 780 21275.00 

188 1495.00 254 3450.00 319 690.00 384 6325.00 450 2530.00 518 1725.00 584 1265.00 651 25300.00 716 52900.00 781 18400.00 

Prices realized include the buyer’s fee—Lots omitted represent unsold lots known to us as of the sale date. 
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Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price 

782 1380.00 847 5405.00 916 6325.00 983 1380.00 1049 6900.00 1117 5520.00 1189 23000.00 1257 17250.00 1324 18400.00 1395 2070.00 

783 19550.00 848 29900.00 917 2300.00 984 6900.00 1050 4370.00 1118 29900.00 1190 9775.00 1258 833.75 1325 1840.00 1397 1955.00 

784 5290.00 849 9200.00 918 2185.00 985 6325.00 1051 17250.00 1119 5520.00 1191 747.50 1259 2300.00 1327 6037.50 1398 4140.00 

785 26450.00 850 5750.00 919 1610.00 986 24150.00 1052 2990.00 1120 23000.00 1192 6900.00 1260 4600.00 1328 6900.00 1399 632.50 

786 13800.00 851 2760.00 920 20700.00 987 805.00 1053 3450.00 1121 1265.00 1193 21850.00 1261 14950.00 1329 4830.00 1401 977.50 

787 6900.00 852 1955.00 921 9200.00 988 1725.00 1054 36800.00 1122 10925.00 1194 20125.00 1262 920.00 1330 5405.00 1402 575.00 

788 1725.00 853 2300.00 922 1380.00 989 1035.00 1055 8050.00 1123 8625.00 1195 1955.00 1263 4140.00 1331 5060.00 1403 3680.00 

789 21850.00 854 2760.00 923 48300.00 990 50600.00 1056 6325.00 1125 23000.00 1196 20700.00 1264 1092.50 1332 5520.00 1404 747.50 

790 5290.00 855 1265.00 924 5060.00 992 6900.00 1057 3220.00 1126 8625.00 1197 10350.00 1265 747.50 1333 5060.00 1405 1955.00 

791 44850.00 857 1725.00 925 4370.00 993 4830.00 1058 3450.00 1127 5290.00 1198 5750.00 1266 2530.00 1334 2990.00 1406 4140.00 

792 8050.00 858 4370.00 926 10925.00 994 2530.00 1059 4600.00 1128 1150.00 1199 4370.00 1267 431.25 1335 3450.00 1407 747.50 

793 3565.00 859 1840.00 927 1955.00 995 2300.00 1060 2415.00 1129 27600.00 1201 23000.00 1268 1725.00 1336 1955.00 1408 1380.00 

794 25300.00 860 97750.00 930 14950.00 996 2990.00 1061 19550.00 1130 6325.00 1202 5520.00 1269 603.75 1337 2990.00 1409 3450.00 

795 29900.00 861 8050.00 931 8050.00 997 2300.00 1062 6900.00 1131 7475.00 1203 5060.00 1271 4140.00 1338 2760.00 1410 2300.00 

796 19550.00 862 1150.00 932 35650.00 998 2300.00 1063 1380.00 1132 1495.00 1204 27600.00 1272 690.00 1339 3450.00 1411 1955.00 

797 11500.00 863 35650.00 933 9200.00 999 2185.00 1064 1495.00 1133 9775.00 1205 4830.00 1273 632.50 1340 2185.00 1412 1150.00 

798 12650.00 864 3680.00 934 2070.00 1000 2990.00 1065 1150.00 1134 2530.00 1206 19550.00 1274 5290.00 1341 2185.00 1413 690.00 

799 5060.00 865 115000.00 935 10925.00 1001 4830.00 1066 10925.00 1135 1265.00 1207 26450.00 1275 948.75 1342 4830.00 1414 2300.00 

800 8337.50 866 86250.00 936 1092.50 1002 1610.00 1067 2990.00 1136 11500.00 1208 5060.00 1276 2300.00 1343 3680.00 1415 431.25 

801 8912.50 867 9200.00 937 34500.00 1003 33350.00 1068 33350.00 1137 48300.00 1209 16100.00 1278 1265.00 1346 6325.00 1416 373.75 

802 5750.00 868 19550.00 938 5635.00 1004 14950.00 1069 3910.00 1138 4830.00 1211 12650.00 1279 1840.00 1347 2990.00 1417 12650.00 

803 15525.00 869 10925.00 939 3450.00 1005 632.50 1070 5520.00 1140 11500.00 1212 46000.00 1280 3680.00 1348 2760.00 1418 4600.00 

804 10350.00 870 29900.00 940 1380.00 1006 4830.00 1071 977.50 1141 17250.00 1213 24150.00 1281 4140.00 1349 1840.00 1419 488.75 

805 103500.00 871 5520.00 941 546.25 1007 5175.00 1072 10925.00 1142 5750.00 1214 2645.00 1282 2300.00 1350 1150.00 1420 431.25 

806 26450.00 872 19550.00 942 322.00 1008 6325.00 1074 2990.00 1143 13800.00 1215 1150.00 1283 2300.00 1351 1495.00 1421 3450.00 

807 5750.00 873 11500.00 943 16100.00 1009 2760.00 1075 16100.00 1144 6325.00 1216 17250.00 1284 29900.00 1352 1725.00 1422 18400.00 

808 5980.00 874 7015.00 944 1265.00 1010 3680.00 1076 8050.00 1145 9775.00 1217 747.50 1285 3450.00 1353 1380.00 1423 862.50 

809 2070.00 875 2760.00 945 1725.00 1011 1265.00 1077 17250.00 1146 6900.00 1218 8050.00 1286 5980.00 1354 2070.00 1424 1150.00 

810 31050.00 876 460.00 946 1725.00 1012 1495.00 1078 3220.00 1147 4830.00 1219 11500.00 1287 6900.00 1355 483.00 1425 1150.00 

811 10925.00 877 2530.00 948 57500.00 1013 19550.00 1079 2530.00 1148 10350.00 1220 3910.00 1288 4830.00 1356 368.00 1426 1092.50 

812 59800.00 878 1955.00 949 20700.00 1014 20700.00 1080 1495.00 1149 2185.00 1221 632.50 1290 920.00 1357 5290.00 1427 862.50 

813 2530.00 879 1610.00 950 5750.00 1015 8625.00 1082 2300.00 1150178250.00 1222 8050.00 1291 2760.00 1358 862.50 1428 5750.00 

814 52900.00 880 1035.00 951 4600.00 1016 2147.05 1083 11500.00 1151 12650.00 1223 4140.00 1292 2300.00 1359 1265.00 1429 1840.00 

815 71300.00 882 690.00 952 21850.00 1017 13800.00 1084 2300.00 1152 14950.00 1224 1150.00 1293 16100.00 1360 3910.00 1430 1035.00 

816 19550.00 884 8050.00 953 8625.00 1018 2530.00 1085 10925.00 1153 8050.00 1225 431.25 1294 16100.00 1361 3220.00 1432 2990.00 

817 29900.00 885 4830.00 954 4830.00 1019 460.00 1086 2185.00 1154 4140.00 1226 11500.00 1295 3680.00 1362 546.25 1433 2760.00 

818 21850.00 886 5290.00 955 11500.00 1020 2415.00 1087 2875.00 1155 25300.00 1227 3450.00 1296 26450.00 1363 483.00 1434 862.50 

819 55200.00 887 8050.00 956 2070.00 1021 1955.00 1088 12650.00 1156 3910.00 1228 546.25 1297 2645.00 1364 805.00 1435 1265.00 

820 241500.00 888 4715.00 957 1840.00 1022 2875.00 1090 920.00 1157 5750.00 1229 5750.00 1298 6325.00 1365 1840.00 1436 2760.00 

821 80500.00 890 3680.00 958 3910.00 1023 5750.00 1091 920.00 1159 9200.00 1230 4140.00 1299 2185.00 1366 483.00 1437 805.00 

822 25300.00 891 2300.00 959 977.50 1024 4140.00 1092 977.50 1160 4600.00 1231 1955.00 1300 13800.00 1368 8625.00 1438 5520.00 

823 7590.00 892 14950.00 960 1265.00 1025 9200.00 1094 11500.00 1161 7762.50 1232 2185.00 1301 12650.00 1369 3680.00 1439 373.75 

824 8970.00 893 2070.00 961 33350.00 1026 6037.50 1095 5060.00 1162 3680.00 1233 8050.00 1302 2990.00 1370 1035.00 1440 13800.00 

825 8510.00 894 1955.00 962 18400.00 1028 1380.00 1096 19550.00 1163 2990.00 1234 1092.50 1303 29900.00 1371 483.00 1441 3680.00 

826 8740.00 895 25300.00 963 3450.00 1029 12650.00 1097 4140.00 1164 10925.00 1235 1265.00 1304103500.00 1372 345.00 1442 4140.00 

827 4140.00 896 5750.00 964 11500.00 1030 6325.00 1098 34500.00 1166 33350.00 1236 862.50 1305 16100.00 1373 690.00 1444 3565.00 

828 3450.00 897 2070.00 965 7475.00 1031 2070.00 1099 4600.00 1167 6900.00 1237 2760.00 1306 28750.00 1374 1092.50 1445 1150.00 

829 2185.00 898 10925.00 966 2990.00 1032 14950.00 1100 3680.00 1168 3910.00 1238 977.50 1307 7360.00 1375 8050.00 1446 805.00 

830 517.50 899 8050.00 967 8050.00 1033 2990.00 1101 8050.00 1169 14375.00 1239 1380.00 1308 13800.00 1378 2990.00 1447 3680.00 

831 805.00 900 10350.00 968 4370.00 1034 5290.00 1102 3565.00 1170 69000.00 1240 977.50 1309 11500.00 1379 1380.00 1449 2300.00 

832 17250.00 901 6325.00 969 4830.00 1035 1380.00 1103 2185.00 1171 14950.00 1241 8625.00 1310 10925.00 1380 517.50 1450 1495.00 

833 25300.00 902 7475.00 970 6900.00 1036 10350.00 1104 20700.00 1172 6900.00 1242 5750.00 1311 52900.00 1381 5060.00 1451 920.00 

835 1955.00 903 3910.00 971 7475.00 1037 3220.00 1105 2185.00 1173 4140.00 1243 1150.00 1312 8970.00 1382 2645.00 1452 747.50 

836 1610.00 904 4370.00 972 5175.00 1038 1840.00 1106 23000.00 1174 2990.00 1244 517.50 1313 13225.00 1383 3450.00 1453 517.50 

837 9200.00 905 2070.00 973 1092.50 1039 3680.00 1107 3220.00 1175 20700.00 1245 345.00 1314 23000.00 1384 9775.00 1454 1265.00 

838 6325.00 906 5175.00 974 7187.50 1040 2530.00 1108 18400.00 1176 8625.00 1246 4140.00 1315 4140.00 1386 4140.00 1455 2760.00 

839 5520.00 907 8050.00 975 690.00 1041 35650.00 1109 2415.00 1177 9775.00 1247 2760.00 1316 9200.00 1387 1840.00 1456 3680.00 

840 7475.00 908 3680.00 976 1380.00 1042 1725.00 1110 13800.00 1178 4600.00 1249 690.00 1317 2300.00 1388 3220.00 1458 299.00 

841 747.50 909 10350.00 977 1265.00 1043 747.50 1111 6037.50 1179 3220.00 1250 1265.00 1318 1840.00 1389 2185.00 1459 8625.00 

842 3680.00 910 34500.00 978 11500.00 1044 7475.00 1112 4600.00 1181 14950.00 1251 575.00 1319 2185.00 1390 977.50 1460 690.00 

843 1955.00 911 8050.00 979 805.00 1045 4140.00 1113 3450.00 1182 18400.00 1252 3105.00 1320 5750.00 1391 805.00 1461 1265.00 

844 6900.00 912 8625.00 980 9200.00 1046 2990.00 1114 20700.00 1183 3335.00 1254 26450.00 1321 1495.00 1392 690.00 1462 57100 
845 2300.00 914 1840.00 981 5750.00 1047 1610.00 1115 5750.00 1185 5520.00 1255 690.00 1322 9200.00 1393 805.00 1463 2990.00 

846 11500.00 915 19550.00 982 3450.00 1048 1552.50 1116 3220.00 1188 66125.00 1256 6900.00 1323 1380.00 1394 6037.50 1464 1610.00 

Prices realized include the buyer’s fee—Lots omitted represent unsold lots known to us as of the sale date. 



Lot Price Lot Price 

1466 1610.00 1536 368.00 

1467 6900.00 1537 36800.00 

1468 12650.00 1538 32200.00 

1469 1265.00 1539 12650.00 

1471 11500.00 1540 5290.00 

1472 12650.00 1541 632.50 

1473 55200.00 1544 5520.00 

1474 39100.00 1545 5290.00 

1475 977.50 1546 5347.50 

1476 1725.00 1547 10350.00 

1477 776.25 1548 9200.00 

1478 9775.00 1549 4600.00 

1479 2070.00 1551 42550.00 

1480 1955.00 1552 21850.00 

1481 36800.00 1554 9775.00 

1482 2530.00 1555 5520.00 

1483 1495.00 1556 43700.00 

1484 19550.00 1557 7475.00 

1485 4600.00 1558 546.25 

1486 1293.75 1559 1725.00 

1487 36800.00 1561 28750.00 

1488 5290.00 1562 6612.50 

1489 3335.00 1563 1725.00 

1490 50600.00 1564 1495.00 

1491 23000.00 1565 27600.00 

1492 7762.50 1566 13800.00 

1494 63250.00 1567 471.50 

1495 6900.00 T569 1265.00 

1496 8625.00 1570 6325.00 

1497 32200.00 1572 1150.00 

1498 7475.00 1573 48300.00 

1499 9775.00 1574 10350.00 

1500 9775.00 1575 632.50 

1502 9775.00 1576 632.50 

1503 39100.00 1577 32200.00 

1504 6325.00 1578 8625.00 

1505 4370.00 1579 2760.00 

1506 39100.00 1580 2185.00 

1507 3910.00 1581 517.50 

1508 5060.00 1583 431.25 

1509 50600.00 1584 1265.00 

1510 1840.00 1585 414.00 

1511 6900.00 1586 34500.00 

1512 3680.00 1587 862.50 

1513 1495.00 1588 431.25 

1514 46000.00 1589 2185.00 

1515 3220.00 1590 4370.00 

1518 4140.00 1591 632.50 

1519 632.50 1592 3220.00 

1520 25300.00 1593 33350.00 

1521 5750.00 1594 4140.00 

1523 6325.00 1595 6900.00 

1524 2760.00 1596 5520.00 

1525 10350.00 1597 3220.00 

1526 6612.50 1598 747.50 

1527 4600.00 1599 37375.00 

1528 805.00 1600 4830.00 

1530 8337.50 1601 1955.00 

1531 8050.00 1602 7762.50 

1532 5290.00 1603 460.00 

1533 632.50 1604 373.75 

1534 1955.00 1605 402.50 

1535 632.50 1606 862.50 

Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price Lot Price 

1607 805.00 1646 33350.00 1686 12650.00 1727 3220.00 1766 59800.00 1805 805.00 

1608 32200.00 1647 747.50 1687 1610.00 1728 2530.00 1767 2185.00 1806 1495.00 

1609 4370.00 1648 34500.00 1688 2990.00 1729 4140.00 1768 1121.25 1807 575.00 

1610 2300.00 1649 6037.50 1689 24150.00 1730 2760.00 1769 2990.00 1808 6670.00 

1611 21850.00 1650 8625.00 1690 9200.00 1731 41400.00 1770 3105.00 1809 11500.00 

1612 23000.00 1651 632.50 1691 13800.00 1732 14950.00 1771 1840.00 1810 1495.00 

1613 50600.00 1652 36800.00 1692 1955.00 1733 11500.00 1772 2185.00 1811 1610.00 

1614 805.00 1653 517.50 1693 2530.00 1734 2990.00 1773 690.00 1812 5520.00 

1615 24150.00 1654 25300.00 1694 12650.00 1735 2185.00 1774 1265.00 1813 2070.00 

1616 414.00 1655 8625.00 1695 14950.00 1736 4370.00 1775 690.00 1814 1380.00 

1617 3910.00 1656 1380.00 1696 2760.00 1737 920.00 1776 632.50 1815 39100.00 

1618 8050.00 1657 1610.00 1697 1610.00 1738 19550.00 1777 1610.00 1816 575.00 

1619 3680.00 1658 23575.00 1698 3450.00 1739 6900.00 1778 2070.00 1817 862.50 

1620 1610.00 1659 11500.00 1699 4255.00 1740 2530.00 1779 1265.00 1818 1955.00 

1621 21850.00 1660 1840.00 1700 977,50 1741 92000.00 1780 1610.00 1819 5750.00 

1622 1265.00 1661 17250.00 1701 1725.00 1742 23575.00 1781 2415.00 1820 3335.00 

1623 21850.00 1662 517.50 1702 1610.00 1743 10350.00 1782 2645.00 1821 3450.00 

1624 1955.00 1663 27600.00 1703 1265.00 1744 4830.00 1783 1265.00 1822 10062.50 

1625 36800.00 1664 3220.00 1705 6325.00 1745 4370.00 1784 7360.00 1823 776.25 

1626 1725.00 1665 18400.00 1706 4140.00 1746 3220.00 1785 4255.00 1824 1840.00 

1627 1380.00 1666 17250.00 1707 4830.00 1747 1495.00 1786 4025.00 1825 3335.00 

1628 1495.00 1667 5290.00 1708 1610.00 1748 977.50 1787 14950.00 1826 3910.00 

1629 18400.00 1668 1840.00 1709 2185.00 1749 1725.00 1788 3910.00 1827 1322.50 

1630 21850.00 1669 667.00 1710 6900.00 1750 2875.00 1789 3795.00 1828 2760.00 

1631 575.00 1670 13800.00 1711 105800.00 1751 6440.00 1790 41400.00 1829 3680.00 

1632 6325.00 1671 3335.00 1712 9775.00 1752 3680.00 1791 3450.00 1830 2760.00 

1633 1840.00 1672 517.50 1713 1955.00 1753 1840.00 1792 1840.00 1831 1035.00 

1634 6325.00 1674 632.50 1714 920.00 1754 3938.75 1793 1955.00 1832 1495.00 

1635 6900.00 1675 2990.00 1715 977.50 1755 6670.00 1794 2530.00 1833 1150.00 

1636 63250.00 1676 1840.00 1716 4025.00 1756 2415.00 1795 78200.00 1834 2530.00 

1637 6037.50 1677 34500.00 1717 2990.00 1757 862.50 1796 16100.00 1835 69000.00 

1638 977.50 1678 11500.00 1718 6900.00 1758 2875.00 1797 2645.00 1836 3450.00 

1639 1035.00 1679 3910.00 1719 920.00 1759 66700.00 1798 1380.00 1837 2070.00 

1640 1725.00 1680 4600.00 1720 1150.00 1760 1150.00 1799 2530.00 1838 12650.00 

1641 17250.00 1681 3795.00 1722 3220.00 1761 2070.00 1800 632.50 1839 4830.00 

1642 690.00 1682 4370.00 1723 2070.00 1762 4600.00 1801 55200.00 1840 8050.00 

1643 28750.00 1683 13800.00 1724 12650.00 1763 4025.00 1802 1265.00 1841 4140.00 

1644 460.00 1684 11500.00 1725 1725.00 1764 2070.00 1803 1092.50 1842 1610.00 

1645 747.50 1685 8050.00 1726 9200.00 1765 1265.00 1804 97750.00 1843 1725.00 

Lot Price Lot Price 

1844 

1845 

1846 

1847 

1848 

1849 

2990.00 

1380.00 

1035.00 

3450.00 

3220.00 

3450.00 

1850 48300.00 

907 6325.00 

908 50600.00 

909 14950.00 

1910 43700.00 

1911 3220.00 

912 3450.00 

913 5750.00 

BOWERS AND MERENA AUCTION SCHEDULE 

November 11-13, 1999— Baltimore, Maryland 
In conjunction with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention 

January 4-5, 2000 — Orlando, Florida 
The Rarities Sale — Now Accepting Consignments 

March 23-25, 2000—Baltimore, Maryland 
In conjunction with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention 

Now Accepting Consignments 

May 25-26, 2000— New York City 
The Bass Collection — Part III 

June 23-24, 2000— Chicago, Illinois 
In conjunction with the MidAmerican Coin Expo — Now Accepting Consignments 

August 7, 2000 — Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
The Rarities Sale — Now Accepting Consignments 

August 9-12, 2000 — Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
With the American Numismatic Association Convention 

Now Accepting Consignments 

1851 2530.00 1914 24150.00 

1852 2530.00 1915 55200.00 

1853 2070.00 1916 2415.00 

1854 862.50 1917 2990.00 

1855 517.50 1918 52900.00 

1856 2530.00 1919 2760.00 

1857 2530.00 1920 27600.00 

1858 1840.00 1921 4140.00 

1859 2185.00 1922 3220.00 

1860 2070.00 1923 5750.00 

1861 2185.00 1924 59800.00 

1862 3450.00 1925 977.50 

1863 1610.00 1926 632.50 

1864 9200.00 1927 41400.00 

1865 776.25 1928 1380.00 

1866 3220.00 1929 1495.00 

1867 3220.00 1930 5060.00 

1868 28750.00 1931 20700.00 

1869 1380.00 1932 747.50 

1870 6900.00 1933 13800.00 

1871 29900.00 1934 690.00 

1872 3680.00 1935 747.50 

1873 1955.00 1936 1035.00 

1874 6900.00 1937 1035.00 

1875 5290.00 1938 8625.00 

1876 10925.00 1939 41400.00 

1877 4600.00 1940 1495.00 

1878 43700.00 1941 40250.00 

1879 14950.00 1943 690.00 

1880 33350.00 1944 632.50 

1881 6900.00 1945 431.25 

1882 2530.00 1946 977.50 

2530.00 1947 2070.00 

1884 89700.00 1948 43700.00 

1885 1380.00 1949 24150.00 

1886 2070.00 1950 2990.00 

1887 632.50 1951 2990.00 

1888 3220.00 1952 80500.00 

1889 1035.00 1953 2760.00 

1890 3450.00 1954 1840.00 

1891 46000.00 1955 1265.00 

1892 1265.00 1956 3220.00 

1893 2760.00 1957 8625.00 

1894 2185.00 1958 14375.00 

1895 75900.00 1959 16100.00 

1896 39100.00 1960 13800.00 

1897 747.50 1961 4830.00 

1898 71300.00 1962 3450.00 

1899 41400.00 1963 3450.00 

1900 5060.00 1964 1150.00 

1901 2875.00 1965 575.00 

1902 57500.00 1966 2760.00 

1903 20700.00 1967 2530.00 

1904 3105.00 1968 1955.00 

1905 28750.00 

1906 166750.00 

Prices realized include the buyer’s fee—Lots omitted represent unsold lots known to us as of the sale date. 
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I he Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part l! 

Sections 
The Park Lane Ballroom, Park Lane Hotel 

Saturday Evening. October 2 
6:00 PM Sharp 

United States Gold Dollars: Lots 1-260 
United States Quarter Eagles: Lots 261-645 

Sunday morning, October 3 
10:00 AM Sharp 

United States Three-Dollar Gold Pieces: Lots 646-710 
United States Half Eagles: Lots 711-1302 
United States Eagles: Lots 1303-1676 
United States Double Eagles: Lots 1677-1968 

We will have a buffet lunch and dinner for registered bidders. 

Lunch will be served at approximately 12:00 noon and 

dinner at approximately 5:00 PM. 

Auction location 
The Park Lane Ballroom, Park Lane Hotel, 36 Central Park South, 

New York City, NY 

Telephone: 212-371-4000 

helpful Suggestions and Information 
We strongly recommend that our clients who intend to view a large portion of 

the sale, plan to do so as early in the lot viewing schedule as possible. 

Prices Realized: For prices realized after the sale, call (603) 569-5095, Ext. 98 

Limit: 10 lots per caller. A printed list of prices will be mailed to all subscribers 

after the sale. 

Special Note: Lot Viewing 
See next page. Notice that the lot viewing is in two separate locations; first the 

Hilton New York and Towers, then the Park Lane Hotel. 

BOWERS AND MERENA 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

T VIEWING 
Beekman Parlor, Hilton New York and Towers, 1335 Avenue of the Americas, 53rd to 54th St. 

Wednesday. September 29 

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM ♦ 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 30_ 

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM ♦ 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

Jot viewing 
Park Lane Ballroom, Park Lane Hotel (New Location) 

Friday. October 1 

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM ♦ 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM 

SATURDAY. OCTOBER 2 

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM ♦ 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Sunday. October 3 

9:00 AM - 1:00 PM ♦ 2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

Joy pick-up 
The Park Lane Ballroom, Park Lane Hotel 

Monday. October 4 

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM 

24 BOWERS AND MERENA 



The Harry W. Hass, Jr. Collection - Part // 

Rowers and merena 
AUCTION SCHEDULE 
NOVEMBER 11-13. 1999 

Baltimore, MD — In conjunction with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention 

JANUARY 4-5, 2000 

Orlando, FL — The Rarities Sale 
Noiu accepting co?isignments! 

MARCH 23-25. 2000 
Baltimore, MD — In conjunction with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention 

Now accepting consignments! 

MAY 25-26. 2000 
New York City, NY - The Harry W. Bass, Jr., Collection - Part III 

JUNE 23-24, 2000 
Chicago, IL — In conjunction with the MidAmerica Coin Expo 

Now accepting consignments! 

AUGUST 7, 2000 

Philadelphia, PA - The Rarities Sale 
Noiu accepting consignments! 

AUGUST 9-12. 2000 
Philadelphia, PA - In conjunction with the American Numismatic Association Convention 

Now accepting consignments! 

OCTOBER 19-21. 2000 
Baltimore, MD - In conjunction with the Suburban Washington/Baltimore Convention 

Accepting consignments beginning in November 1999. 

PLUS: 
Many more sales in 2001 and onward! 

AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC. 
Box 1224 ♦ Wolfeboro, Nil 03894 
Toll-free (800) 458-4646 ♦ In NH: 569-5095 ♦ Fax: (603) 569-5319 
www.bowersandmerena.com • e-mail: auction@bowersandmerena.com 
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The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Expanded personal service 
FOR OUR MAIL BIDDERS 
You can improve your chances of being a 

winning bidder in this auction sale! Take 

advantage of our Maximum Expenditure 

service—bid on lots totaling up to eight times the 

amount you wish to spend ($1,000 min.), or use 

our One Lot Only service and bid on up to five lots 

and be assured of getting no more than one—or 

use both features together. Please see points 15 

and 16 in the Terms of Sale. 

Fax us your bid 

sheet (any time, 24 

hours a day). Our di¬ 

rect fax number is 

(603)569-5319. 

Bid Sheet 
Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1224 
Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

(603) 569-5095 

Fax your bids 24 hours a day! Our fax number is 1-603-569-5319! Be 
sure to follow up your fax or phone bids with written confirmation. 

IMPORTANT! PLEASE READ TERMS OF SALE BEFORE BIDDING. 
Gentlemen: 

Here are my bids for your OCTOBER 1999 Bass Collection. I have read the Terms of Sale (printed in the catalogue! and agree to them. I am of legal age. I understand that my 

bids are per lot. I agree to pay promptly upon receipt of your invoice, including postage and insurance costs. 

ATTACH MAILING LABEL OR PRINT CLEARLY 

Name Customer # 

Arvcf/jW/il , 12345 

Daytime Telephone 

Signature (bid sheet MUST be si| 

J PLEASE CHECK IF THIS 

(/») SSS-Utl — (fM)SSS-/5-34 

IS A CONiUmATION OF BIDS SUBMITTED BY PHONE OR FAX.' 

Deposit on Sale 

SPECLAL SERVICES 

Maximum Expenditure 

Please increase my bids 

10% □ 20% □ 30% □ 

if necessary to obtain lots. 

A 15% buyer’s premium will be added to all successful bids. 

If you are using the One Lot Only option, please use the narrow column to group the lots with a bracket: 

LOT BID 
OFFICE 

USE ONLY 

_ 

_ 

LOT BID 

<bis 

3fe 

§■ 

l, Via 
l,/*6 
i,t>so 

OFFICE 
USE ONLY LOT BID USEONLY 

[ US 
1,111 3,/0b 
1,30b 3l,S0o 

tfi 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR NEW BIDDERS 
The following information must be supplied to us before your bids can be executed. Bidders who are not known to us must send a deposit of 

25% of their bids. The deposit will be credited toward lots purchased and any balance will be refunded within 10 working days after the sale. 

Have you done business before with Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc.? □ Yes No 

Are you a dealer? MO Do you have a resale number on file with us? -_ _^_ 

;/7>KA/ R<xrc ,G3/ft£iT<AC. 
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The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

^Zhe bowers and 
MERENA ORGANIZATION 
Chairman of the Board, Q. David Bowers 

President, Raymond N. Merena 

Auction Manager, John Pack 

AUCTION DEPARTMENT 
Q. David Bowers, Director 

John Pack, Manager 

Chris Karstedt, Vice President 

Beth O. Piper, Numismatist 

Frank Van Valen, Numismatist 

Denise D’Eri 
Staff Numismatists: Mark Borckardt, Q. David Bowers,. 

Raymond N. Merena, John Pack, Beth O. Piper, Frank Van 
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1927-1998 

Harry Wesley 

Bass, Jr., was born 

onJanuary6, 1927, 

in Oklahoma City. 

He spent his child¬ 

hood in Dallas 

where he gradu¬ 

ated from the day 

school later known 

as St. Mark's Acad¬ 

emy. His higher 

education took 

place at the Univer¬ 

sity of Texas and at 

Southern Method¬ 

ist University, the 

last being located 

in Dallas not far 

from where he 

made his home in recent decades. 

During World War II he served in the Navy. After 

the war he represented the family oil interests in 

Cal gar)7, Alberta, Canada, then came back to Dallas 

where he played a prominent part in oil exploration 

and served as president of H.W. Bass and Sons, Inc. 

In the 1950s he took a great interest in Republi¬ 

can politics and in 1957 was Dallas County chairman 

for the Republican Party. His wife Doris recalled that 

he played a prominent part in advancing the inter¬ 

ests of the Republican Party in a district that was 

primarily Democratic. Later he served as a state com¬ 

mitteeman for the Republican Party representing 

the Dallas area. 

Subsequently he became interested in computers, 

a relatively new field for amateurs, and computer¬ 

ized the party’s members in his region. Later he set 

up a computer base for his home church, the High¬ 

land Park United Methodist Church. In the early 

1990s when the Internet and e-mail became popu¬ 

lar, Harry was one of the first to make wide use of 

it, and in the area of numismatics he certainly was 

in the forefront of the new discipline. His skills, 

knowledge, and enthusiasm in this area were shared 

with the American Numismatic Society. 

During the 1970s and 1980s he was involved in the 

management of the Vail ski resort in Colorado and 

the development of the nearby Beaver Creek ski re¬ 

sort. In 1978 he successfully did battle with 20th Cen¬ 

tury Fox for control of Vail Associates, Inc. Bass 

served as chairman of the board of Vail Associates 

and did much during the growth phases of the 

resort’s development, continuing his involvement 

through 1985. Recently, at a special ceremony, a 

public fountain in Vail was dedicated to his memory. 

The inscription reads: 

“The visionary who led Vail Associates in the early 

planning and development of Beaver Creek. Perhaps 

more than any other individual, he saw the possibili¬ 

ties for the resort and made the extensive financial 

commitments necessary to launch Beaver Creek. 1 his 

fountain is dedicated in his honor.” 

Among his local affiliations he was a member of the 

Dallas Country Club, the Book Hollow Golf Club, the 

Idle Wild and Calyx Groups, and in the 1950s was first 

president of the Dallas Ski Club, which he helped to 

form. He also served as president of the Sertoma Club 

in Dallas, a well-known service organization. 

From 1978 through 1984 Harry Bass served as 

president of the American Numismatic Society, and 

before and after that date he was a councilor of the 

Society. Today, the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foun¬ 

dation works closely with the American Numismatic 

Society in the maintenance of its website. 

Harry Bass was born to Wilma Schuessler and 

Harry Wesley Bass. At the time of his death, from 

complications of lung disease on April 4, 1998, he had 

been pre-deceased by both of his parents and his el¬ 

dest son, Harry Wesley Bass Ill. He was survived by 

his wife Doris and four grown children: John Harold 

Bass, Carol Ann Bass, Robert Stephen Bass, and 

Beverly Bass Haralson, along with seven grandchil¬ 

dren, his brother Richard D. Bass of Dallas, and his 

stepsons Michael Calhoun and David Calhoun. 
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Welcome to the sale! 
Yoar Personal Invitation to the sale of 

The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

by Q. David Bowers 

Welcome to the Sale 

On behalf of the con¬ 

signor, the Harry W. Bass, Jr. 

Research Foundation, and 

with the appreciation of the 

entire Bowers and Merena 

organization, I welcome you 

to Part II in our series of pre¬ 

sentations. 

Part II emphasizes United 

States gold coins from dollars 

to double eagles. Harry W. 

Bass, Jr., enjoyed studying the specimens he owned. 

To him, a business strike was a different variety than 

a Proof, and whenever possible, examples of each 

were acquired for a given Philadelphia Mint date. 

Further, if either a business strike (a coin intended 

for circulation use) or a Proof existed with tiny dif¬ 

ferences in die characteristics, examples of each vari¬ 

ety were acquired. Still further, to determine rarity, 

die state (the progress of a die, including cracks, 

relapping, clashing, etc.), often multiple specimens of 

the same variety were acquired. The result is a collec¬ 

tion—and an auction presentation—with no equals in 

the history of American numismatics. Part III, to be 

sold May 25-26, 2000, will complement the present 

auction and will include additional pieces. 

John Dannreuther, a well-known figure on the nu¬ 

mismatic scene for many years, contributed an appre¬ 

ciation of Harry Bass, his collection and his method- 

ology, which we print on a following page. 

Gold coins offered in the present Part II include 

the following series to be sold in two days, followed 

by lot pick-up on the third: 

Day I: Saturday evening, 6 p.m. Gold dollars 

through and including $2.50 gold quarter eagles. 

Day II: Sunday morning, 10 a.m., continuous 

through the evening. $3 gold through and including 

$20. Complimentary lunch and dinner buffet and 

refreshments to registered bidders. 

Day III: Monday morning, 9 to 10:30 a.m. Our 

only lot pick-up time slot. 

I invite you to come to New York City early, view 

the lots that are of interest, participate in our two-day 

sale, and depart on Monday. Bring your family with 

you. The sale, at the Park Lane Hotel, Central Park 

South, is but a few steps from Fifth Avenue and is a 

short distance from museums, tourist attractions, and 

activities. While you are bidding, your family will be 

having a fine time partaking of the city’s pleasures. 

American Gold Coins 

While the catalogue in your hands describes each 

series in detail, includes historical information about 

each denomination, and offers many numismatic 

treasures, the following gives a brief overview of 

American gold coinage: 

Gold Dollars 1849-1889 

Gold dollars, authorized by the Act of March 3, 

1849, were minted continuously from 1849 through 

1889. In the early years—the era prior to the Civil 

War—production was accomplished at the Philadel¬ 

phia, Charlotte, Dahlonega, New Orleans, and San 

Francisco mints. Later, gold dollars were produced 

only at Philadelphia, with the sole exception of the 

1870-S San Francisco issue. 

The Bass Collection is rich in gold dollars, the 

present Part II offering emphasizing business strikes, 

but also including selected Proofs. The depth and 

breadth of the present listing has had no equal in 

American numismatics. Condition Census and finest 

known examples abound. 
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$2.50 Gold Quarter Eagles 1796-1929 

Quarter eagles, first minted in 1796, were struck 

intermittently until 1829, continously from that year 

until 1915, then intermittently until 1929. In various 

years, examples were struck at the Philadelphia, Char¬ 

lotte, Dahlonega, Denver, New Orleans, and San 

Francisco mints. 

The Bass Collection includes important early quar¬ 

ter eagles of the 1796-1833 years, followed by what we 

believe to be the most comprehensive offering of 

business strike Liberty Head issues ever to be listed 

in a single catalogue. The most famous of all quarter 

eagles—the 1841 “Little Princess” is present and ac¬ 

counted for, as is the rarest, the 1854-S. The latter is 

also the finest known. In addition, many notable 

Proofs are featured. 

As in other gold series, the quality is incredible. For 

many issues, whether your bids are successful in the 

present sale may well determine if you own a particu¬ 

lar high-grade coin in your lifetime. 

$3 Gold 1854-1889 

Three-dollar gold coins, minted continuously from 

1854 to 1889, are extensively represented in the 

present sale, although the “first collection,” complete 

with the unique 1870-S, is currently being retained by 

the Harr)' W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation. 

High-quality business strikes, beautiful Proofs, and 

rarities are offered for your bidding consideration. 

Along the way for $3 gold coins as well as for the other 

series we have included information concerning die 

states, minting peculiarities, rarity data, and more. 

$5 Gold Half Eagles 1795-1929 

Half eagles commence with multiple examples of 

the first year of issue, 1795, and continue to include 

many important and rare early issues, including such 

landmark dates as 1815 and 1829. Liberty Head half 

eagles 1839-1908 emphasize business strikes, with 

selected Proofs as well, and is to our knowledge the 

most extensive offering of quality specimens ever to 

appear on the market in a single collection sale. 

These represent extraordinary pieces-including Con¬ 

dition Census branch mint issues-from over 30 years 

of I larry Bass’ connoisseurship. 

$10 Gold Eagles 1795-1933 

Eagles of the early years commence with the first, 

1795, and continue to include many interesting, im¬ 

portant, and seldom-seen dates and die varieties, 

nearly all of which are of exceptional quality. Then 

follows a comprehensive of¬ 

fering of Liberty Head 

eagles 1838-1907, featuring 

some of the finest Proofs 

that Harry W. Bass was able 

to obtain, plus many out¬ 

standing business strikes. 

Among the latter are out¬ 

standing specimens of 

branch mint coinage from 

Carson City, New Orleans, 

and San Francisco. As ex¬ 

plained in the listings, of all 

gold denominations, Liberty 

Head eagles are considered 

to be the rarest today, re¬ 

garding the combination of 

high quality and availability. 

$20 Double Eagles 1850-1933 

Double eagles, first minted for circulation in 1850, 

are presented in depth and breadth, emphasizing 

Proofs, but with many outstanding business strikes as 

well. In connection with the offering, a study of the 

distribution factors affecting the survival of these 

coins is given. 

Again, many double eagles in the Bass Collection 

are among the finest of their kind to cross the auction 

block in our generation. 

Formation of the Collection 

The present catalogue brings to the auction venue 

the fruits of over three decades of numismatic con¬ 

noisseurship and inquiry. 

Harry Wesley Bass. Jr., became interested in rare 

coins as an adult, with his first purchases taking 

place in 1966 and his first in-person auction atten¬ 

dance in 1967. From that time until his untimely 

passing in 1998, Harry was a major figure in Ameri¬ 

can numismatics. 

Harry W. Bass, Jr. in 1977 upon his 

election as chairman of the board of 

Vail Associates. (The Vail Mountain 

Views & Good Times Gazette) 
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While his interests were many, and while our Part 

I sale held last May showcased his important paper 

money, copper and silver coins, and tokens and med¬ 

als, his two major 

loves were his 

gold coins and 

his library. The 

present Part II 

brings the first 

offering of his 

gold coins to the 

auction forum, 

with additional 

examples—in- 

eluding major 

rarities—to be fea¬ 

tured next year 

in Part III. 

Of inquisitive 

mind and with a 

generous mea¬ 

sure of enthusiasm, Harry soon determined to learn 

as much as possible about numismatics. Drawing 

upon experience gained in the family oil business, in 

participation in politics on behalf of the Republican 

Party in Texas, in his work in Colorado ski resorts 

with Vail Associates and the development of Beaver 

Creek, he commenced with great vigor. Harry was 

never anyone to do something half-way! 

At the outset, he was attracted by 19th-century gold 

coins. Anyone who has explored this fascinating pur¬ 

suit will agree that it is something quite special to 

learn—after years of being in the social and business 

world—that there exist United States coins, made of 

gold, that at one time were familiar in banking and 

commercial circles, but which today are so rare that 

few have seen them. Upon further investigation, 

Harry learned that this series of coins, while in many 

instances scarce or rare, also included many pieces 

that were very inexpensive. In the 1960s it was pos¬ 

sible to buy some of the more plentiful dates of $20 

gold coins for less than $100 each. 

As a first order of organized activity—after the thrill 

of discovering the American gold series—he set about 

building a definitive reference library on American 

numismatics (which currently is being featured in a 

Doris and Harry Bass at Beaver Creek Resort 

in 1983. (From Harry W. Bass, Jr., Memories of 

His Life published by the American Numis¬ 

matic Society) 

series of memorable auctions by George Frederick 

Kolbe). Within a few years he had accomplished the 

feat of building one of the finest holdings of numis¬ 

matic books and catalogues ever gathered by a pri¬ 

vate collector—and in later times he added to his 

holdings. Thus, from virtually the outset, Harry knew 

what he was looking for in rare coins and paper 

money. 

I recall that when I first met Harry—and this was 

probably in the late 1960s—he impressed me with all 

that he knew about coins. We talked on and on about 

history, old-time auction catalogues, great collections 

of the past, and the availability of certain varieties in 

high grades. If I remember correctly, Harry did not 

ask about the coin market, price predictions, and the 

like. He loved the coins themselves, and prices—ever 

changing—were what they happened to be at any 

given time and would take care of themselves. As so 

often happens in numismatics—and which has been 

the case for every major old-time collection of which 

I am aware—the careful purchase of coins provided a 

great treasure for the future. As Part I demonstrated, 

many specimens for which Harry paid record prices 

proved in the long run to be some of the most astute 

financial investments possible. The beauty part is that 

along the way he enjoyed his purchases and the plea¬ 

sures they provided. 

Acquisition Strategy 

Harry also realized at an early time that a listed 

price for a rarity represented either what such a piece 

had sold for sometime in the past, or was a ballpark 

estimate put down by a catalogue compiler who had 

to come up with some figure, but could find no mar¬ 

ket data. Thus, equipped with the knowledge found 

deep in his library, he knew that if a particular gold 

coin or other desired specimen was listed at, say, 

$1,000, but that during the past 100 years only three 

or four had come on the market, and none recently, 

he could bid $2,000, or $5,000, or even $10,000 to 

acquire an example at auction, and then own it, while 

everyone else was waiting to buy one at the catalogue 

price! Of course, after Harry bid and bought the item 

for $10,000, and had it in his possession, the next 

round of published price guides would list it at 

$10,000. In a way, Harry would be home free, while 
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others were scratching their heads in bewilderment! 

On the other hand, if an item was listed at $1,000, 

but Harry found that each year a half dozen of them 

were sold at auction and even more were held in the 

private stocks of dealers, he could bide his time and 

wait for a piece that was just right in terms of quality. 

These were the days before we had MS-61, MS-62, 

etc., or certification services, and one person's “su¬ 

perb gem” might be another’s “almost Uncirculated.” 

In time, this undefined grading caused Harry to do 

several things: First, he learned on his own everything 

that he needed to know. As well as any dealer I ever 

met, Harry the collector had a keen eye and knew the 

gem from the so-so, the pristine from the cleaned. 

Further, he chose to buy from dealers and others in 

whom he placed trust, based upon his experience 

with them. 

Today, even a casual glance at the catalogue pages 

to follow, and at the coins themselves during the lot 

viewing time prior to the sale, will reveal that Harry’s 

coins were in the vast majority “high end” pieces. 

In summary, Harry was a very sophisticated buyer. 

The Collection Grows 

With a connoisseur’s eye and with a generous pur¬ 

chase budget, Harry Bass acquired many important 

coins and other numismatic items, working closely 

with Dallas dealer Mike Brownlee as well as with 

other leading professionals all over America. The list¬ 

ing of sources (“pedigrees”) in the present catalogue 

will demonstrate vividly how wide Harry cast his net 

for purchases, as dozens of names are given. 

Over a period of time, many important properties 

were offered to him, including incredibly important 

bank notes and currency items from the Robert 

Schermerhorn and William Philpott collections (sold 

last May in Part I), great gold rarities from private 

cabinets, and more. In addition, he was an active par¬ 

ticipant in person and through agents at virtually ev¬ 

ery important auction conducted during the past sev¬ 

eral decades, from the 1960s up to the time ol his 

unfortunate passing on April 4, 1998. 

I recall that during our presentation of the Elias- 

berg Collection of U.S. Gold Coins in 1982, Harry 

came to our lot viewing at the sale in New York (.ity, 

brought his magnifying glass and loupe, and spent 

several days making notes of die varieties, particularly 

for gold issues of the early era in American coinage, 

1795-1834. He brought his coins with him to the sale, 

so he could compare them side-by-side with the Elias- 

berg specimens. Along the way, during this and other 

sales, and during visits to private collections, muse¬ 

ums, coin dealerships, and conventions, he acquired 

much knowledge concerning this specialty. After a 

while, the experts would consult him to enrich and 

enhance their knowledge! 

At the time of his passing, the Bass Collection and 

the holdings of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foun¬ 

dation included the most extensive collection of 

United States gold coins ever formed. While it did 

not have each and every date and mintmark, it was 

(and still is) highlighted by the unique 1870-S $3 and 

many other great rarities, many of which are among 

the finest of their kind or are the very finest. Some¬ 

times even a landmark rarity would be acquired in 

duplicate, and his array of multiple specimens of cer¬ 

tain Proof gold rarities is, in a word, impressive. 

Time and again, Harry was in the right place at the 

right time. Along the way his cabinet attained im¬ 

mense proportions—immense in quality, immense in 

importance, immense in interest. 

Philanthropy and 

Outreach 

In T exas, Harry 

Bass was the adminis¬ 

trator of two non¬ 

profit foundations. 

The Harry Bass Foun¬ 

dation, created by his 

father, for a long 

time has supported 

various Dallas area 

activities including 

religious and chari¬ 

table institutions, hos¬ 

pitals, and museums. 

A separate founda¬ 

tion, the Harry W. 

Bass, Jr. Research 

Harr)1 W. Bass, Jr. enjoying one of his 

many and varied interests and hobbies. 
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Foundation, was set up to advance research and 

scholarship in certain areas of United States coinage 

including literature, patterns, and gold coins, with 

particular interest in outreach on the Internet and 

electronic media, as well as to engage in significant 

philanthropic endeavors in other fields. Among its 

beneficiaries is the American Numismatic Society, 

New York City, with 

which Harry had close 

connections for a long 

time. For years he served 

as a councilor of the Soci¬ 

ety, and from 1978 

through 1984 he was the 

Society's president. Dur¬ 

ing his administration, 

many notable accom¬ 

plishments were achieved, 

effectively laying the 

groundwork to lead the 

Society, founded in 1858, 

into the new millennium. 

The Society for many 

years has served as a 

bastion for numismatic 

research and study, and 

today it has the largest 

numismatic library in the 

world. 

It is planned that the Foundation will make avail¬ 

able to a wide circle of numismatists much informa¬ 

tion gathered over a long period of time by Harry 

Bass. This will include the availability on the Internet 

of detailed descriptions and illustrations in full color. 

To further its philanthropic objectives, the Harry 

Y\. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation commissioned our 

firm to showcase at public sale many important items 

from its vast and impressive holdings. Part I was held 

last May, the catalogue for Part II is in your hands, 

and Part III is planned for next year. No effort has 

been spared to make the series of catalogues a fine 

memorial to Harry’s efforts and also references of 

lasting numismatic importance and value. 

In addition to the auction presentations, our orga¬ 

nization has commenced working closely with the 

Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation to collate 

Harry W. Bass, Jr. featured on the 

cover of the November 1976 Colorado 

Business magazine. (From Harry W. 

Bass, Jr. Memories of His Life) 

Harry’s notes and create a sylloge, or catalogue 

raisonne of the items currently being retained by the 

Foundation as well as notes on many other pieces. 

Along the way, the sylloge will contain information 

about Harry Bass’ life, connoisseurship, the history 

and background of the series he collected, and much 

other information that should prove to be of interest, 

value, and importance. While various series will be 

showcased in the sylloge, its focal point will be Ameri¬ 

can gold coinage of the 1795-1884 era. The volume 

will present historical, numismatic, pictorial, and 

technical information not hitherto available from a 

single source. Further announcements concerning 

the sylloge will be made at a later date. 

In the Pantheon of Numismatics a special place has 

been reserved for 11 any and his memory', and gen¬ 

erations from now he will still be remembered as one 

of the foremost figures in our field. The svlloge will 

share Harry’s knowledge and enthusiasm with the 

numismatic world. 

Appreciation 

1 express my deep gratitude to Doris (Mrs. Harry) 

Bass, Michael Wylie, David Calhoun, and Michael 

Calhoun—the trustees of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Re¬ 

search Foundation—for consigning these memorable 

gold coins and other items to us. The staff members of 

the Foundation, including Ed Deane, Georga Peraza, 

and others, have been of great help in many ways. 

In addition, numismatists and historians from sev¬ 

eral sectors have been consulted on certain listings 

and are credited on a separate page, along with the 

Bowers and Merena staff members who have worked 

so long, so diligently, and with such enthusiasm in 

bringing the present catalogue to you. 

And, I appreciate the fine memories I will always 

retain of Harry. Last year numismatic bookseller and 

auctioneer George F. Kolbe, who had been con¬ 

signed major parts of the Bass Library, asked me to 

say a few words about Harry for use in the preface 

to his first catalogue. I did, he used them, and here 

they are: 

Harry was a collector’s collector, a numismatist and 

gentleman of the highest order, and I think that all of us 

associated with h im can he very proud of the con nection. 
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Here at home, the Bowers and Merena team 

members each had vital parts. A separate listing of 

our staff gives all of their names. The catalogue you 

hold in your hands was specifically the work of the 

following: 

The present catalogue was researched and pre¬ 

pared by (alphabetically) Mark Borckardt (early issues 

1795-1839), Ray Merena, John Pack, Beth Piper, and 

Frank Van Valen. 

John Pack, our auction director, also helped with 

research and technicalities. Denise D'Eri and Beth 

Piper kept track of many details. 

Douglas Plasencia took the photographs. I believe 

you'll agree with me that they are among the finest 

ever to appear in print in any catalogue we’ve ever 

done. 

Aspects of typography and layout were accom¬ 

plished by our Graphic Arts Department including 

Robin Edgerly, Roberta French, Robert Lawrence, 

and Jennifer Meers. 

Chris Karstedt worked continuously with David 

Calhoun and the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foun¬ 

dation in the selection, presentation, publicity, and 

other aspects of the present coins and catalogue. 

What did / do? I guess the answer is a bit of all and 

everything, working with the cataloguers and re¬ 

searchers listed above, plus adding introductions, 

text, and commentaries, and acting as editor. 

Of course, while the catalogue was a tremendous 

amount of work for all of us, it was also very enjoy¬ 

able. How fortunate we are. 

The Sale and You 

Looking toward the present Part II, I thank each 

and every one of you who has acquired the present 

catalogue, reads through it, and participates in a truly 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. If you are a specialist 

in one of the gold series showcased, welcome. How¬ 

ever, part of being a numismatist is having a generous 

measure of intellectual curiosity. Indeed, throughout 

his lifetime, Harry Bass’ objective was to acquire 

items that interested him, not what someone else 

wanted him to buy. I hope that in perusing the pages 

you will find many items to pique your interest and, 

perhaps, start a new specialty in American gold coins, 

the creme de la creme series of United States coinage 

and financial history. 

As the years go by, the pedigree “From the Bass 

Collection” on a numismatic item will give it a special 

cachet. 

While the catalogue itself has much historical and 

numismatic information, if you as a successful bidder 

on some of the rarer or more infrequently offered 

items would like additional information, I invite you 

to address a personal letter to me, and I will recom¬ 

mend further areas of inquiry, or will send additional 

information from the Bowers and Merena archives 

and library. 

Sincerely, 

Q. David Bowers, Chairman 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, Inc. 
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John Dannrenther, a highly qualified student of numis¬ 

matic h istory a nd tech nology a nd a long-time figure on the 

professional numismatic scene, contributed this appreciation 

and overview of the accomplishments of Harry W. Bass, Jr. 

Mr. Dannreuther has spent many hours examining the Bass 

Collection coins, studies which will be refected in his forth¬ 

coming book on United States gold dollars 1849-1889. 

Harry Bass was a man whose passion was collecting 

United States gold coins. Starting in 1966, he methodi¬ 

cally assembled a gold coin collection that would even¬ 

tually include over 6,000 examples! 

Not only did he collect by date and mintmark, he 

collected by die variety and die state! Besides being the 

most complete die variety and die state collection of 

United States gold coins ever assembled, the Bass Col¬ 

lection is also the finest condition set of all time! For over 

30 years, he singled out specimens for his collection, 

some by private treaty, others through public auction. 

When Mr. Bass decided he needed a certain coin, his 

resolve to buy it was immense, as those who bid against 

him in auctions will quickly attest! Few collectors, other 

than large cent variety specialists in the copper series 

1793-1814, collected with such passion (and those col¬ 

lectors of copper cents can be grateful that these coins 

were not a Bass specialty as well!). 

Mr. Bass was just as interested in a worn 1836 quarter 

eagle that was a rare variety as a Proof Classic Head 

quarter eagle. (I recall that he bought the run of Proof 

Classic Head quarter eagles in the 1982 Eliasberg United 

States Gold Coin Collection sale, all the dates from 1834 

through 1837; there was no 1838 quarter eagle in Proof, 

which I am sure he also would have purchased had it 

been included in that landmark auction.) 

Although Mr. Bass did not assemble a collection as 

massive as the super collector Virgil Brand, he was just 

as consumed by the “coin bug” as was that Chicago 

beer baron of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. A 

few super rarities also are missing from the Bass hold¬ 

ings, but the collection more than makes up for the few 

absent examples with Mint State and Proof examples of 

many issues! (Not to mention the varieties and die 

states of so many different dates and mintmarks!) 

Upon his passing in 1998, Mr. Bass donated his col¬ 

lection to the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation. 

I his auction is the second of three Bowers and Merena 

sales of part of this collection to raise money for the 

philanthropic work of this foundation. (The Founda¬ 

tion developed the American Numismatic Society web 

site on the Internet and maintains it.) With the pro¬ 

ceeds from this sale and subsequent ones, the Harry W. 

Bass, Jr. Research Foundation will be able to continue 

its research and educational efforts. 

Mr. Bass’ seminal work on gold die varieties will pro¬ 

pel researchers into the next century. Although he 

never published his die variety work (a comprehensive 

sylloge by the Bowers and Merena staff is being pre¬ 

pared), his countless hours of study have blazed the 

way for future numismatists. His notes provide the 

basis for the identification of many die varieties, and 

numerous die states of federal-issue gold coins. As pre¬ 

viously noted, there has never been such a complete 

collection of United States gold coins to afford re¬ 

searchers with this unique opportunity to compare 

varieties and their multiple states. The forthcoming 

sylloge, a profusely illustrated hardbound reference 

work, will share much of Mr. Bass’ knowledge, as, in¬ 

deed, the present auction catalogue does. 

By returning much of this fabulous collection to the 

current numismatic fraternity, including many coins 

that have been off the market for a quarter of a century 

or more, the Foundation will make many collectors 

smile. I have to think that Mr. Bass also is smiling as 

these incredible examples find new homes in the collec¬ 

tions of today’s numismatists, many of whom were his 

friends. One can only hope that their new owners ap¬ 

preciate and care for them as Mr. Bass did. 

It is highly unlikely that this many dates, mintmarks, 

varieties, and die states of United States gold coins will 

ever again be assembled by a single collector. The cata¬ 

logues of these sales will be treasured among biblio¬ 

philes, collectors, researchers, and anyone interested in 

gold coins. The depth and breadth of this assemblage 

of glittering numismatic items will dazzle even the most 

advanced gold specialist. The superb, full-format Bow¬ 

ers and Merena cataloguing will further enhance these 

landmark sales, although, even with no descriptions at 

all, these sales would draw all the gold “luminaries” to 

New York City to be part of the present event. 

All numismatists can thank Mr. Harry Bass and the 

Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation for the oppor¬ 

tunity of a lifetime. 
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SECTION ONE 
Saturday Evening, October 2, 6:00 PM Sharp 

United States Gold Coins: Lots 1-645 

POLD DOLLARS 1849-1889 
The Bass Collection Gold Dollars 

A Complete Offering 

Except for a few pieces kept by the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Re¬ 

search foundation for its type set, the gold dollars acquired 

3y Mr. Bass are offered in this sale and, in the year 2000, in 

Part III. 

The present sale presents the creme de la creme of the Bass 

Collection business strike issues—including coins of the branch 

mints—as well as many incredible Proofs. Part III will empha¬ 

size Proofs, with business strikes being subsidiary. 

The Bass Collection gold dollars described in the following 

pages are absolutely complete as to date and mintmark, fiom 

1849 to 1889, containing at least one of each and sometimes 

several. The annals of American numismatics will no doubt 

forever remember the offering. Today, you can be a pait of 

history as it is being made. Opportunities abound, the result 

of three decades of scholarship and connoisseurship by Harry 

Bass, combined with his hoarding instinct. If one gent was nice 

to own, and another came along, he would often buy it as well! 

Virgil Brand, who did the same thing a century earlier, would 

have been proud! 

Highlights in the Bass Collection of gold dollars include 

Charlotte and Dahlonega gold dollars of the general era 1849- 

1861, among which will be found many Mint State coins, typi¬ 

cally including Condition Census or finest known examples. 

The connoisseur and specialist in C- and D-Mint coinage will 

have opportunities which may well not be repeated in our life¬ 

time, if ever. 

New Orleans coins are likewise spectacular as are the issues 

from the San Francisco Mint. Among the latter issues oi (lie 

late 1850s are some of the greatest condition raiities in tlu 

American gold series, although their elusive status is not 

widely known. 

Philadelphia Mint coins are complete in unbroken se¬ 

quence from 1849 to 1889 and include many gems and deli¬ 

cacies not often encountered. Again, remarkable oppoituni- 

ties are presented. 

The History of the Gold Dollar 
Interestingly, the first American gold dollars were not 

struck by any federal mint but, instead, were produced by a 

private coiner, Christopher Bechtler, who had a small mint at 

Rutherfordton, North Carolina, where he processed gold ex¬ 

tracted from hills and stream beds of the nearby region. Such 

pieces were simple in design and consisted only of lettering 

and numerals. However, they served well and were popular 

in the Carolinas and Georgia and were occasionally seen far¬ 

ther afield. 

In 1836 the Philadelphia Mint struck patterns for the gold 

dollar. These are of an exquisite design and display on the 

obverse a liberty cap surrounded by resplendent rays, a popu¬ 

lar motif that recurs in numismatics (examples include the 

February - March 1836 Steam Coinage medal, many silver and 

gold coins of Mexico, Hard Times tokens, and a reverse die cut 

in the 1860s by James Adams Bolen). 

The reverse of the pattern dollars displayed a palm branch 

arranged in a circle or loop. Examples were struck in gold as 

well as other metals. Despite the success of the patterns, gold 

dollars were not adopted at the time. 

In January 1849 James B. Longacre engraved on gold discs 

several patterns for a dollar. To increase the diameter of the 

coin but retain the same metallic content a hole was put in the 

center, in the manner of Chinese coins. On March 3rd of the 

same year the gold dollar denomination was authorized by 

Congress. The weight was established at 25.8 grains. 

From 1849 until the Civil War gold dollars were made in 

large quantities and were extensively used in circulation. De¬ 

spite their inconvenient size, they found ready use in the chan¬ 

nels of commerce. After the Civil War, with the exception of 

a few scattered years, coinage diminished sharply. 1 he nadir 

was reached in 1875, when just 400 business strikes plus 20 

Proofs were struck. The present Bass Collection offering in¬ 

cludes two gem business strikes, itself a situation almost as 

remarkable as the coins themselves! 

From 1879, continuing through the 1880s gold dollars be¬ 

came a popular item of speculation, and coin dealers, collec¬ 

tors, jewelers, and others hoarded them, causing current issues 

to sell for a slight premium. Because of this, mint-state ex- 
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amples of the 1879-1889 years exist today in significant quan¬ 

tities relative to their modest mintages. In contrast, gold dol¬ 

lar dates of the mid-1860s, also minted in modest quantities, 

were overlooked, and all are rarities today. 

There are numerous rare issues among the 1849-1889 gold 

dollars. All pieces from the Charlotte and Dahlonega mints are 

elusive, and several, including 1854-D, 1855-C, 1855-D, 1856-D, 

1857-D, 1858-D, 1859-D, and 1860-D are very rare. One of the 

most famous of all rarities is the 1861-D issue. These pieces were 

apparently struck after the Dahlonega Mint was captured by the 

Confederate States of America forces. No coinage records were 

kept. Most Charlotte and Dahlonega (in particular) pieces are 

very weakly struck. The same situation occurred with most quar¬ 

ter eagles and half eagles from the same two mints. 

It seems that gold dollars last circulated on a widespread 

basis in the East and Midwest in 1861. After that time the Trea¬ 

sury Department stopped paying them out at face value, and 

examples could be acquired only by paying a premium, a situ¬ 

ation which remained in effect until December 1878. Mintages 

1879-1889, of small quantities each year, seemed to have been 

relegated to distribution at a small premium through banks, 

rather than being everyday items in pocket change. 

Gold dollars were discontinued in 1889. Almost immedi¬ 

ately, they became highly desired by numismatists, and ever- 

increasing premiums were paid for them. By that time many 

of the earlier dates were already regarded as being scarce. 

The Charlotte and Dahlonega Mints 
The prime desiderata in the gold dollar series are the issues 

struck at the branch mints in Charlotte, North Carolina, and 

Dahlonega, Georgia. In the present catalogue, coins from 

these mints are presented in the various denominations from 

the gold dollar to the half eagle. In this connection, brief his¬ 

tories of each facility may be of interest: 

The Charlotte Mint 
Authorized by Congress in 1835, the Charlotte Mint had 

certain operations underway in 1837, although the opening 

did not occur until 1838. Gold denominations eventually 

coined there included $1 (beginning in 1849), $2.50, and $5. 

For many years the hills of North Carolina had been a source 

for gold bullion. Deposits were found in streams, embank¬ 

ments, and in tunneled mines. During the 1820s quantities of 

the precious metal were shipped to the only federal mint then 

in operation, that at Philadelphia, a journey involving loss of 

time and exposure to danger. A miner or mining operator 

desiring to send gold to Philadelphia for coinage had to wait 

multiple weeks before it was returned in coin form, and only 

then could the proceeds be spent. Meanwhile, at least 5% had 

to be paid in insurance and transportation. This was a genera¬ 

tion before John Sutter even dreamed of having his employee 

John Marshall and others set up a sawmill on the American 

River, leading to the discovery of gold on a large scale in Cali¬ 

fornia in January 1848. In the 1830s, gold mining was an im¬ 

portant activity in the Appalachian Mountains in the North 

Carolina and Georgia area. Important gold strikes in 1830 had 

led to such private minters as Templeton Reid and the earliei: 

mentioned Christopher Bechtler producing their own gob 

coins. As events would prove, Reid’s activities were ephemera:, 

but the Bechtler enterprise was long lived. 

Responding to the local demand, Christopher Bechtler, oj 

Rutherfordton, NC, set up his own mint circa 1830, and ir 

time produced many thousands of gold dollars (the most 

popular denomination), $2.50 pieces, and $5 pieces, whicH 

found ready use in local channels of commerce. Interestingly 

after the Charlotte Mint became a reality in the same state in 

1838, the government allowed the Bechtler family to con: 

tinue its private coinage operations, which was done unti 

circa 1852. 

The following brief historical sketch of the institution is from 

The Annual Report oj the Director of the Mint, 1913, and include? 

some information not generally known to numismatists: 

The United States Assay Office at Charlotte, N.C., was closed finally 

on June 30, 1913, Congress having failed to make provision for its sup¬ 

port beyond that date. Such pieces of equipment as were valuable for 

further use were shipped to other institutions of the service and the re¬ 

mainder of the furniture and outfit was sold at auction on the premises 

and the proceeds turned into the Treasury. In recent years the receipts 

of bullion at the Charlotte office have been insufficient to warrant its con¬ 

tinuance, amounting in the last fiscal year to only $29,428.30. 

The Charlotte assay office was originally established as a 

coinage mint in an act approved March 3, 1835, which also 

established branch mints at New Orleans, La., and Dahlo¬ 

nega, Ga. The mints at Charlotte and Dahlonega were de¬ 

signed to serve the gold-producing districts of the southern 

Appalachian region, which at that time comprised the only 

gold-mining territory in the United States. New Orleans was 

an important commercial port, and the mint there was ex¬ 

pected to operate upon foreign coin and bullion. From 1804 

to 1823 small deposits of native gold aggregating in three 

years $47,000 had been received from this state. [Shipments] 

gradually increased, and in 1829 they amounted to $134,000, 

and there was also $2,500 from Virginia and $3,500 from 

South Carolina. In 1830 Georgia entered the list of gold-pro¬ 

ducing states with an output of $212,000, and the yield of the 

lour States aggregated $466,000. In 1831 Alabama and Ten¬ 

nessee each made a small showing, and in 1834 the southern 

Appalachian region made its best output, approximately 

$900,000. In the following year the act providing for the 

three new branch mints was passed. 

In November, 1835, Levi Woodbury, secretary of the Trea¬ 

sury, was notified by Samuel McComb, who had been ap¬ 

pointed to select a site for the Charlotte branch, that he had 

purchased from William Carson and F.L. Smith a full square 

containing nearly four acres of land for $1,500. 

Proposals for the erection of the building were advertised 

for in the Charlotte Journal, Washington Globe, Richmond In¬ 

quirer, and the North Carolina Standard. The contract was 

awarded to Perry 8c Ligon, of Raleigh, NC, on October 15, 

1835, at $29,800, to be completed January 1, 1837. The cost of 

the machinery, to be furnished by the director of the Mint at 

Philadelphia, was estimated at $15,000. Coleman, Sellers 8c 
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ions, Philadelphia, furnished the steam engine, shaft, etc., for 

18,297, while Merrick, Agnew Sc Tyler furnished coining 

presses, draw benches, etc., for $6,690. This equipment was 

hipped to Charlotte in April, 1837. Considerable difficulty 

pccurred in transporting the heavy machinery to Charlotte, 

,nd the steam engine was not set up until August. 

John H. Wheeler of North Carolina was appointed as the 

first superintendent. J.H. Gibbon and John R. Bolton, of Penn¬ 

sylvania, were appointed assayer and coiner, respectively. In 

December 1837 the secretary of the Treasury was advised that 

die deposits of gold had amounted to $130,600, and the coin- 

ige to $84,165. The dies for this coinage were made at the 

Philadelphia Mint, and in transmitting them the director of the 

Mint urged Col. Wheeler, the superintendent, to hasten the 

oinage, and mentioned that although the dies are dated 1838, 

here was no objection to using them in 1837. The reason 

given for the haste was that the equipment might be tested, 

particularly the operation of the coinage press by steam power, 

vhich was regarded as, in some degree, experimental. 4 he 

ipplication of steam power to coinage was first made in this 

ountry at the Philadelphia Mint in 1836. 

On the night of July 27, 1844, the Charlotte Mint was nearly 

destroyed by fire, which occurred in the coining room and 

nearly consumed the entire building. The machinery was seri¬ 

ously injured, but the records, being stored in the vault, were 

not injured. Mr. Caldwell, the superintendent, reported that 

evidently the fire was the work of a thief, as his living apart¬ 

ments had been entered and articles stolen. 

The present building was authorized by Act of March 3, 

1845, and was completed at a cost of $31,572.97, and occupied 

in 1846, and used for coinage purposes until May 20, 1861, 

when North Carolina entered the Confederacy and operations 

were suspended. The building was used during the Civil W ai 

as a Confederate hospital. 

In 1867 the assay office at Charlotte was re-established by 

Act of Congress dated March 19, and was maintained as such 

until the close of the fiscal year 1913. The mint at Dahlonega 

was never reopened after the Civil War. Coinage opeiations 

resumed at New Orleans after the war, but were suspended 

and the coining machinery removed in 1910. 

After the Charlotte Mint building was closed for assaying 

and other functions in 1913, it was largely unoccupied, al¬ 

though the Charlotte Women’s Club met there from time to 

time. By 1932 it was decided to demolish the structure to make 

way for an expansion of the post olfice. Local citizens iallied 

to the cause and were responsible for having the building tc 

located to a park-like setting, where in 1933 it received a char¬ 

ter as the Mint Museum of Art. On October 22, 1936, the fa¬ 

cility was dedicated for its new use. Today, the former Char¬ 

lotte Mint is an attraction in the city and houses a nice collec¬ 

tion of art and antiquities along with some reminders ol its 

coinage history years earlier. 

The Dahlonega Mint 

Authorized by Congress in 1835 and open for business in 

1838, the Dahlonega Mint, nestled in the hills of Georgia, re¬ 

mained in operation until the first year ol the Civil M ai, 1861 

It is not widely known, but information extracted from the 

Annual Report of the Director of the Mint, various issues of 

the 1850s, reveals that in several years gold from California 

provided the main source of bullion for this mint, located in 

a remote town in the hills of Georgia! Beginning in 1851 and 

continuing through 1854, this was the case, although substan¬ 

tial quantities were used in other years as well. 

The Dahlonega Mint facility, small in size, produced gold 

coins exclusively, of the denominations $1, $2.50, S3, and S5. 

With North Carolina and Georgia being one of America’s ear¬ 

liest important sources of the precious yellow metal, most 

metal was taken from ore mined in the region and from placer 

nuggets. 

In 1835 the federal government, realizing that America was 

expanding and that important precious metal discoveries were 

being made at distances from Philadelphia, passed legislation 

providing for the first branch mints. Facilities were to be set up 

in New Orleans, Louisiana (serving the rapidly increasing trade 

in the Mississippi River basin); Charlotte, North Carolina; and 

Dahlonega, Georgia. The latter two facilities were intended to 

make- it convenient for miners and others to exchange gold 

bullion for coins. Otherwise, the shipment of raw gold over¬ 

land to Philadelphia was fraught with peril, typically involved 

payment of at least 5% for insurance and transit, and necessi¬ 

tated a delay amounting to weeks. 

An interesting view of the Dahlonega Mint, as written by Dr. 

Richard Doty of the Smithsonian Institution, and given in the 

Proceedings of the American Numismatic Society Conference, 

New York City, November 4-5, 1989, is quoted with permis¬ 

sion. The story relates the travel of the Mint’s fair-haired son, 

Franklin Peale, who at the time was responsible for the major¬ 

ity of innovations made at the Philadelphia Mint and who had 

more knowledge of coinage procedures than anyone else on 

the staff (years later, Peale would fall from grace and would be 

fired, but that is another story): 

Franklin Peale and his daughter departed Charlotte on the evening 

of Saturday, November 10, and they arrived at Dahlonega the follow¬ 

ing Wednesday afternoon. The trip had been arduous, “the latter part 

of the distance being through rough mountain roads.” The ill fortune 

which had dogged Peale’s activities in Charlotte followed him to Dahlo¬ 

nega: neither Mint Superintendent Singleton nor any other official was 

there to receive him, and Peale was left to his own devices. 

All the same, the mint building was, at first glance, in better shape 

than he had been led to believe. The concept of the arches (one of 

whose collapse had inspired his mission) had been abandoned in favor 

of simpler, but sturdier, construction, and Peale was of the opinion that 

the building would serve its purpose well enough. 

Within two days, he had revised his judgment downward. Closer 

examination had revealed a crudity of construction, poor brickwork, 

and mortar inadequate to hold the bricks together, the products oi 

“ignorance on the part of the contractor and the drunken and bad hab¬ 

its of the workmen” employed in the construction, but the artisans sent 

down from Charlotte to assist in the final phases of the Dahlonega 

construction were now present, and Peale was currently making rapid 

strides toward reforming the work, pulling down the remaining 
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arches and overseeing the construction of the melting furnaces. He 

expected to finish his mission at Dahlonega in five or six days, “after 

which 1 will return home without delay, say the second week in De¬ 

cember." He expressed guarded optimism about the mint’s reason for 

being—the nearby gold fields: “every hill is filled with auriferous 

quartz and every valley and gorge with the debris.” The problem was 

that the workings were extremely inefficient, so that “the mining 

operations are at this moment languishing.” Still, there was a great 

opportunity for improved technology, "that must some future day 

yield certain and great returns.” 

Eight days later, Peale was still in Dahlonega: the state of 

the mint was even worse than previously believed, and a 

quick return to Philadelphia (upon which the Mint Director 

was becoming increasing insistent) was out of the question. 

The main problem centered on the mint edifice; here, 

Peale's prose becomes somewhat breathless, but it is probably 

best to let him tell the story in his own fashion: 

“The workmanship of the Mint edifice is abominable, a letter might 

be three times filled with the details or errors and intentional mal [sic] 

constructions, the first and greatest of which may fairly be traced to 

Philada, in ordering a brick building in a country where there is no 

clay, the material employed for the brick making being the red soil of 

the gold region, a decomposed granite” put into brick by men who 

certainly deserve diplomas for botching—All this in, “which would 

have been an ideal building material for the mint.” 

The theoretical overseer of the building activity was Col. 

Few, who had rarely visited the construction site; Peale was 

certain that the Colonel was responsible for many of the 

mint s difficulties. The inventor had spent the past several 

days working furiously to shore up current problems and 

anticipate future ones, and he could do no more. Despite all 

of its defects, no alternative existed to accepting the edifice 

as it was, "or there will be no Branch at Dahlonega, a large 

amount of the appropriation having been spent;” Congress 

was hardly likely to be generous enough—or foolish enough— 

to grant a second appropriation for a second attempt. On 

that realistic note, Peale prepared to close out his mission 
and come home. 

He and Anna left Dahlonega at the end of the month, mak¬ 

ing a circuitous and eventful journey back to Philadelphia. 

Peale's ill luck pursued him north, just as it had followed him 

south. While traveling through Virginia, the train on which 

he and his daughter were passengers met with “the perils of 

the most horrible accident” that has occurred for years. A 

fine new engine “was thrown off the track by an iron plate 

rail which was raised up at one end. The engine was brought 

up against the side of the ditch, where a fearful crash took 
place.” 

Miraculously, no one was killed, although nearly 20 people 

were injured, some of them severely, Peale escaped unhurt, 

although his daughter received a minor back injury. He cred¬ 

ited their deliverance to the fact that they had been traveling 

in the middle passenger car, which, instead of being crushed 

by the force of the accident, had simply been raised off the 
tracks and thrown to one side. 

Shaken but unhurt, the little party continued its journey to 

Philadelphia. Peale was in Washington by December 15, ana 

he expected to make the final leg of the journey home b 

steamboat on the following Sunday. By the 23rd, he was bad 

at his desk at last, composing an outline of his travels anq 

findings for the Mint Director. 

Dr. Doty continued by relating that Peale in his repor 

listed certain construction defects, including the substitution 

“of lath and plaster in the cornices, a roof which leaked, tha 

necessary abandonment of the first-floor arches, and tha 

poor quality of the bricks used throughout the building,’ 

placing blame for these problems squarely on the shoulders 

of the elusive Col. Few. Faced with these difficulties, Peale 

had labored manually to render the building suitable for the 

purpose for which it had been conceived. He thought ii 

would now serve, and he advised its acceptance as part of the 

U.S. Mint. But he also thought it would be a good idea to set 

aside monies for the structural repairs which would certainly 

come due. 

By 1838 the three branch mints had been erected and fa¬ 

cilities were more or less in order. The New Orleans Mint was 

of immense size, and the Charlotte and Dahlonega structures 

were much smaller in dimension. In the same year coinage 

commenced, gold at Charlotte and Dahlonega, and silver in 

New Orleans (the New Orleans Mint would not strike its first 

gold coins until the next year, 1839). 

By January 13, 1838, Mint Director Robert Maskell 

Patterson was able to issue a report which noted in part: 

The machinery for the branch mint at Dahlonega, in Georgia, was 

sent to Savannah in May, and difficulty and delay also occurred in its 

transportation by land. After the workmen employed at Charlotte had 

finished their task, they proceeded to Dahlonega, to erect the machin¬ 

ery there; and they completed this work early in November. 

Rather than being state of the art, the equipment furnished 

to Dahlonega included used machinery and devices that were 

technologically obsolete, at least in comparison to the 

smoothly operating steam-powered presses that had been set 

up in Philadelphia and which were first used for striking med¬ 

als on March 23, 1836. The refining of gold, the preparation 

of metal strip, the cutting of planchets, and the striking of 

coins seems to have been a rather rustic operation at Dahlo¬ 

nega, which, in terms of the coins produced, resulted in 

pieces that had a very distinctive appearance. Whereas gold 

coins struck in Philadelphia in 1838 and later years were apt 

to be much alike, having been made on high-speed steam 

presses, Dahlonega products were often crudely struck, with 

weak areas in the dentils or devices, and sometimes indistinct, 

particularly at the centers. Of course, it is precisely this rus¬ 

ticity that makes such pieces appealing to numismatists today. 

The same naive or rustic characteristics apply to Charlotte 

gold, but not as much as with Dahlonega products. 

Numismatic Notes 
Gold dollars were made of three major types, as delineated 

below. Today, the collector of design types will seek one of 

each. More expansively, within the year 1849 several sub-types 

exist of the Type I motif. 
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Type I 

1849-1854 

The first design, the Liberty Head or Coronet type, made its 

iebut in 1849 and was continued through part of 1854. The 

design of Miss Liberty on the obverse was of the same style 

lsed on the pattern $20 gold coins of the year. She faces left, 

ler hair tied at the back, and wears a coronet inscribed LIB¬ 

ERTY. Thirteen stars surround. 

The reverse depicts a wreath open at the top enclosing the 

mineral 1, the value DOLLAR, and the date. Varieties of 1849 

Told dollars exist with “Open Wreath” and “Closed Wreath,” 

he latter style being that continued through early 1854. The 

nscription UNITED STATES OF AMERICA surrounds. Mea- 

mringjust 13mm in diameter, the gold dollar of the 1849-1854 

ype is the smallest United States coin, being even smaller than 

he 14mm silver three-cent piece. Production was continuous 

from 1849 through 1854. Examples were produced primarily 

at the Philadelphia Mint, but the facilities at New Orleans, 

Dahlonega, Charlotte, and San Francisco contributed as well. 

\11 of the Charlotte and Dahlonega coins are scarce today, and 

After a coinage in 1854 at the Philadelphia Mint, a < oinage 

in 1855 at the Philadelphia, Charlotte, Dahlonega, and New 

Orleans mints, and a coinage in 1856 at the San Francisco Mint 

only, the obverse motif was modified. In the 1854-1856 span 

there are several scarce issues and two rarities, the 1855-C and 

1855-D. 

Total business strike mintage for the 4'ype II design, combin¬ 

ing all dates and mints, amounted to a paltry 1,633,426. No 

wonder the term scarce is applicable to even the most available 

varieties. A handful ol Proofs were also struck and were not 

recorded. 

The type collector will have no difficulty in encountering a 

Philadelphia Mint coin of 1854 or 1855 in any desired grade 

from Very Fine through AU. Uncirculated pieces are scarce, 

and superb Uncirculated coins are seldom met with (the 

present sale being an exception!) Nearly all pieces are lightly 

struck at the center of the date on the reverse, so this is to be 

expected. Indeed, this is the reason the design was changed in 

1856. The 1854-1856 dollar, usually called the Type II, is the 

scarcest of the gold dollar designs and is the key to a gold 

dollar type set. 
some are very rare. 

The type set collector will probably want to acquire a Phila¬ 

delphia Mint gold dollar in this span, for these are far more 

plentiful than those of branch mints and also are better struck. 

Charlotte and Dahlonega coins in particular are nearly always 

very weakly defined in certain areas. Examples of Philadelphia 

Mint gold dollars are readily available in various grades from 

Very Fine to AU. Uncirculated pieces are scarce, and superb 

Uncirculated coins are rare. 

During the Type I period, the total mintage of business 

strikes amounted to 12,565,273 coins. Proof quantities weie 

not recorded, but were a few dozen at most, if even that many. 

Type II 

1854-1856 
In 1854 James B. Longacre restyled the gold dollar to an 

increased diameter of 15 mm, a move intended to make the 

| gold dollar easier to handle in commerce. This diameter was 

retained for the rest of the life of the denomination. 

The obverse motif was changed to the head of an Indian 

princess, wearing a feather headdress and a band inscribed 

LIBERTY, facing left, with UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

surrounding. 4he reverse shows a wieath of coin, cotton, 

wheat, and tobacco, similar to that used on the $3 of the same 

year (and the Flying Eagle cent minted later, beginning in 

1856). 

From the very outset difficulties in striking ensued. 1 he 

high relief of the head of Miss Liberty on the obverse caused 

the situation in which metal flowing into the deep die recess 

for the obverse prevented the relief areas on the correspond¬ 

ing part of the reverse, particularly the central two digits of 

the date, from striking up properly. Also there were prob¬ 

lems with the striking up of the wreath and certain parts of 

Miss Liberty’s head. 

The Bass Collection includes incredible specimens of the 

different varieties within the Type II design and offers oppor¬ 

tunities never before equaled in the auction venue. 

Type III 

1856-1889 
In 1856 James B. Longacre redesigned the gold dollar in an 

effort to create a motif that would strike up sharply and prop¬ 

erly, the Type II being a failure in this regard. The Indian prin¬ 

cess style of Miss Liberty was continued, but in the new version 

the relief is lower and the details are different. Changes were 

also made in the reverse wreath. The result was a coin which 

indeed could be struck properly, with the result that gold dol¬ 

lars of the Type III design usually are well struck in most areas, 

including the central two digits of the date (the area which 

caused a problem on the preceding type). 

The Type III or Large Head motif was produced continu¬ 

ously from 1856 through 1889, although during and after the 

Civil War, mintages were exceedingly low for all years except 

a few. The nadir was touched in 1875 when just 400 business 

strikes and 20 Proofs were struck. Gold dollars were not circu¬ 

lated from 1862 to 1878, and saw only limited use after that 

time. Eventually the denomination was discontinued in 1889. 

Along the way, the total mintage for business strikes of the 

Type III design amounted to 5,327,363 coins. Proofs were 

made to the extent of an estimated 8,500 or more, spread over 

all of the dates, although records are incomplete. Complicat¬ 

ing the Proof situation is that today for some issues there is no 

unequivocal distinction between a Proof and a business strike, 

this being true for certain issues circa 1879-1889. 

The type set collector can easily locate examples of the more 

plentiful dates in desired grades from Very Fine to AU. Uncir¬ 

culated pieces are scarce, and superb Uncirculated are scarcei 

yet, although a flurry of investment and speculative activity 
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which occurred among jewelers and numismatists during the 

1879-1889 years resulted in the surv ival of more Uncirculated 

specimens of these dates than would otherwise have been the 

case. Proofs were minted of various Philadelphia Mint dates, 

with those struck from 1884 through 1889 being produced in 

relatively large quantities, although there are mysteries—such 

as: if the huge number of 1,779 Proof gold dollars saw produc¬ 

tion in 1889, why are only a few dozen known today. 

The Charlotte, Dahlonega, and San Francisco mints each 

struck a few varieties in the Type III series. All are rare, some 

extremely so if in high grades such as AU or Mint State. 

Collecting Considerations 
Of all gold denominations, dollars were the most popular 

with numismatists during the 19th century. Virtually all atten¬ 

tion was paid to the coins by date, with few if any collectors 

caring whether a coin had a C, D, O, or S on the reverse. Typi¬ 

cally, cataloguers and dealers did not even bother to notice. An 

1849 gold dollar was an 1849 gold dollar. Period. 

In 1893, Augustus G. Heaton published his treatise, Mint 

Marks, which included this commentary, giving a view of the 

situation at the time, this following a comment that collectors 

of gold coins were content to acquire coins from any mint, to 

satisfy the need for a given date: 

"Since the suspension of the gold dollar coinage in 1889, the 

piece has been much used for ornament, and regardless of 

date or condition, now commands nearly 50 cents premium. 

It has attracted great attention from many collectors who have 

sought no other gold series, and its mint marks have become 

generally very rare.” 

Heaton was one of the great personalities in numismatics at 

the time, was prominent in the early affairs of the American 

Numismatic Association (serving for a time as its president) 

and did much numismatic research. He continued by listing 

the varieties of which he was aware, such information not be 

ing readily available in any other numismatic publication. H< 

suggested that his little treatise might stir interest in collecting 

mintmarks, by finding pieces in circulation or at banks, statim 

that if they “should establish correspondence and exchange 

one might soon hear of far advanced gold mint mark collec 

tions which would be an honor to the enterprising numismaj 

tists possessing them.” 

Collecting gold dollars by date and mint soon achieved s 

degree of popularity, with perhaps one or two dozen numisma 

tists aspiring to form such sets. Larger denominations, partial 

larly $5, $10, and $20, were nearly completely ignored. 

Beginning in the 1930s, a passion arose for the collecting oi 

gold coins of all denominations. By that time, many opportu 

nities were long gone. 

Today in 1999, gold dollars appeal to tens of thousands or 

perhaps even hundreds of thousands of numismatists, most of 

whom aspire to own one of each of the three design types. 

However, there are at least several hundred specialists who 

seek date and mintmark varieties, with the number of would- 

be acquisitors often exceeding the number of choice pieces 

available! 

Now, the Harry W. Bass, Jr., Collection, Part II: 
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Outstanding 1849 Gold Dollar 

Open Wreath 

Small Head, No L 

(2X photo) 

1 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6000. Small Head, No L. MS-65 

(PCGS). Bright satiny yellow gold lustre with very few abra¬ 

sions of any sort. The pattern of satiny lustre and reflective sur¬ 

face appears on this example as does peripheral weakness 

noted at the outer tip of some stars. 

This variety is very scarce with a very small percentage of the 1,000 coins 

struck surviving today. 
This is the very first gold dollar issue listed by Walter Breen in his Complete 

Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins. Breen suggested all examples of this 

variety were struck on May 8, to the extent of 1,000 coins. Although propos¬ 

als for the gold dollar denomination had been rejected on several previous 

occasions, as far back as Alexander Hamilton's original coinage proposal in 

the early 1790s, discovery of gold in California was enough to influence 

Congress to pass a proposal in 1849. The bill to coin this denomination was 

introduced in Congress on January 25, 1849. James Barton Longacre pro¬ 

duced the dies which were completed on May 7, 1849. The next day, initial 

examples of this denomination were produced, including the present coin. 

From Stack’s sale of the Jay Collection, October 1967, Lot 183. 

Choice 1849 Open Wreath Gold Dollar 

Small Head, No L 

(2X photo) 

2 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6000. Small Head, No L. MS-64 

(PCGS). Very similar to the previous lot and from the same 

obverse and reverse dies. A lovely example with satiny yellow 

gold lustre. A few very minor surface marks are noted, al¬ 

though these are virtually imperceptible and expected at this 

grade level. The satiny lustre gives way to very slight reflectivity 

framing the bust of Liberty. Slight peripheral weakness is 

noted, as in the above lot, with the outer tips of some stars and 

the border denticles most affected. 

Two stars below the bust of Liberty are sharply recut as is another star at 

3:00. The reverse die has a curved bisecting crack from the rim at 2:00 to the 

rim at 9:30. Another crack from the rim at 11:30 joins the first crack just left 

of the large numeral 1. A few other minor die cracks are noted. 

From Pine Tree Rare Coin Auctions’ sale of September 1973, Lot 

356. 

Choice Mint State 1849 Gold Dollar 

Open Wreath 

Small Head, No L 

(2X photo) 

3 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6000. Small Head, No L. MS-63. 

Sharp central design details with slight peripheral weakness. 

Lustrous satiny yellow gold with minor surface marks as ex¬ 

pected for the grade. From the same obverse die as in the pre¬ 

vious lots, but with a different reverse die. 

A die crack from the border passes through the upright of T in UNITED 

to a beriy. Another crack passes between ST to the terminal leaf in the left 
branch. Other very minor die cracks are noted. A prominent die scratch 

from a leaf in the terminal triplet in the right branch extends through the 

upright of F to the border. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Marks Collection, October 1971, Lot 

1594. 

4 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6000. Small Head, No L. MS-62. 

Lustrous light greenish gold with minor hairlines resulting 

from an old cleaning. Same dies as previously. 

The bisecting reverse crack is just beginning to form at the rim at 9:30. 

Purchased from Edwin Shapiro, October 30, 1972. 

5 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6000. Small Head, No L. MS-60. 

Sharply struck central devices with satiny yellow gold lustre 

and peripheral weakness as described in several previous lots. 

Very minor hairlines and other abrasions. 

Gold coin enthusiasts would do well to consider the various 

1849 Small Head varieties offered in the present catalogue. In 

comparison to the regular (Large Head) issues these pieces are 

very rare. As they become better known, demand will no 

doubt increase. 

The reverse die cracks noted previously are all visible although not as ad¬ 

vanced. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of February 1972. Lot 693. 

Golden Dozen 

6 Assortment of Type I and Type III gold dollars: ■ 1849 Open 

Wreath. Breen-6000. Small Head, No L. MS-60 ☆ 1851 MS-60 

☆ 1852 AU-58 ☆ 1853 MS-60 ☆ 1856 Slanting 5. AU-58 ☆ 1857 

AU-55 ☆ 1858 AU-58 ☆ 1859 MS-60 ☆ 1861 MS-60. Heavy die 

clashing. Small scrape is noted on the obverse iX 1862 MS-60 A 

1873 Open 3. MS-60 ☆ 1874 AU-58. A well-matched grouping 

with the earlier dates being yellow gold and the later being or¬ 

ange-gold; each piece displays lustrous surfaces. An ideal op¬ 

portunity to get a running start on a gold dollar collection, 

each piece having the memorable Bass Collection pedigree. 

(Total: 12 pieces) 
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Extensive Date Run of Gold Dollars 

7 Grouping of Type I and Type III gold dollars ik 1849 Open 

Wreath. Breen-6000. Small Head, No L. MS-60 1850 MS-61 

☆ 1851 MS-60 ☆ 1852 MS-60 ☆ 1853 MS-61 ☆ 1856 Slanting 5. 

AU-58 ☆ 1857 AU-58 ☆ 1858 AU-58 ☆ 1858-S EF-45 ☆ 1859 

MS-60 ☆ 1861 MS-60 ☆ 1862 MS-60 ☆ 1873 Open 3. MS-61 ☆ 
1874 MS-61. Only L on Headband. An attractive and lustrous 

grouping. Another opportunity to get a very nice start on a 

specialized collection by adding over a dozen pieces with the 

Bass Collection pedigree. (Total: 14 pieces) 

Lovely 1849 Gold Dollar 

Open Wreath 

Small Head, With L 

(2X photo) 

8 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6001. Small Head, With L. MS-65 

(PCGS). This wonderful gold dollar has bright yellow gold lus¬ 

tre; slightly reflective obverse and frosty reverse. A few minor 

hairlines are noted along with scattered orange copper spots. 

Very narrow obverse borders are characteristic of the Small 

Head, with L variety. This example has flat obverse fields. 

This 1849 gold dollar has a flat obverse field with little in the 

way of dishing or, more properly, basining. This aspect of die 

preparation in the mid 19th century has been treated only 

lightly in the literature, most often in connection with Morgan 

silver dollars, seldom with gold coins. Note our later commen¬ 

tary under Proof gold $10 pieces of the early 1860s. 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff August 3, 1971. 

Gold Dollar Starter Set 

9 Selection of Type I and Type III gold dollars: ☆ 1849 Open 

Wreath. Breen-6001. Small Head, with L. AU-58 ☆ 1850 MS- 

60 ☆ 1851 MS-60 ☆ 1852 AU-55 ☆ 1852-0 EF-45 ☆ 1853 AU- 

55 ☆ 1854 Type I. AU-58 ☆ 1856 Slanting 5. VF-35 ☆ 1857 VF- 

30. Several small scratches are noted on the obverse ☆ 1858 

AU-50 ☆ 1858-S EF-40 ☆ 1859 AU-50 ☆ 1861 EF-40 ☆ 1862 

AU-50 ☆ 1873 Open 3. AU-55 ☆ 1874 AU-50. Another nice 

grouping, complete with Bass Collection background and 

pedigree, with most pieces displaying original mint lustre. (To¬ 

tal: 16 pieces) 

10 Pair of 1849 gold dollars. Open Wreath. Breen-6002. Small 

head, with L: ☆ MS-62. Lustrous yellow gold ☆ MS-62. 

Scratched with some obverse hairlines. (Total: 2 pieces) 

Splendid Gem 1849 Gold Dollar 

Open Wreath 

Large Head 

(2X photo) 

11 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6003. Large Head. MS-66 (PCGS). 

This outstanding gem has rich, creamy yellow gold lustre on 

the obverse with reflective, prooflike reverse. Extremely sharp 

design details are evident on both sides. A stunning specimen 

that will delight the type collector as well as the gold dollar spe¬ 

cialist. Quality such as this is seldom encountered anywhere. 

Die polish lines are visible on the obverse with diagonal striae on the re¬ 

verse. Few of the obverse stars are poorly formed with very heavy points 

opposite thin points. The reverse has E of STATES sharply doubled. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, August 26, 1980. The 

Bass Inventory notes that this was Lot 4656 in an unrecorded auc¬ 

tion. 

Choice 1849 Gold Dollar 

Open Wreath 

Large Head 

12 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6003. Large Head. MS-64 (PCGS). 

1 his lovely example has slightly reflective yellow gold lustre on 

obverse and reverse. Very sharply struck save for very slight 

weakness on the highest points of Miss Liberty. Very' minor 

planchet granularity is noted on both sides, as struck, and 

weakening the digit 8 in the date. 

Third of four types identified for the gold dollars of 1849. 

The Small Head, No L and Small Head, With L types are 

scarcer than this Large Head variety or the Closed Wreath va¬ 
riety. 

Minor striae are noted on obverse and reverse. A fine die crack from the 

border through I of UNITED continues through the wreath and DOLL to 

the digit 9. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 23, 1971. 
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Another Choice 1849 Gold Dollar 

13 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6003. Large Head. MS-63. Frosty 

yellow gold lustre w'ith very minor hairlines and abrasions are 

mixed with thin die polish lines. An attractive example. 

Minor die cracks connect the tops of some letters on the reverse. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg, April 23, 1973. 

14 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6003. Large Head. MS-62. Reflec¬ 

tive bright yellow gold with a few very minor surface marks. A 

pleasing example of the Large Head type with Open Wreath. 

All details are boldly defined. 

Die cracks connect the tops of some letters on the reverse. 

Purchased from World-Wide Coin Investments, April 16, 1967. 

15 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6003. Large Head. MS-62. Satiny 

yellow gold lustre with sharp design details and very minor sur¬ 

face marks. A pleasing example. 

A die crack through 1 of UNITED, the wreath, DOLL, and the digit 9, con¬ 

tinues through the right wreath and final A to the border. 

Purchased from Edwin Shapiro, December 16, 1971. 

Lustrous Grouping of Gold Dollars 

16 Lustrous grouping of gold dollars: 1849 Open Wreath. 

Breen-6003. Large Head. MS-60 ☆ 1851 AU-50 ☆ 1856 Slant¬ 

ing 5. AU-50 ☆ 1857 AU-55 ☆ 1858 AU-55 ☆ 1859 AU-58 ☆ 
1861 AU-50 ☆ 1862 AU-55 ☆ 1873 Open 3. AU-58 ☆ 1874 AU- 

58. Only the letter L is seen on the headband, a curious situa¬ 

tion of incomplete lettering sometimes also seen on other 

dates, most notably those of 1873. (Total: 10 pieces) 

Type II. EF-45. Double Date. Always popular for type set pur¬ 

poses, and additionally interesting because of the date - 18: >5 

EF-45. Closed 5s. Popular Type II design ☆ 1856 Upright 5. 

VF-30. Notably scarcer than the usually seen slanting 5 variety. 

☆ 1856 Slanting 5. VF-35 t? 1857-S VF-30. Medium S. Date a 

little above center ☆ 1858 AU-50 ☆ 1858-S \T-35. Not expen¬ 

sive, but certainly scarce ir 1859 AU-50 1860 AU-58 is 1861 

VF-35 ☆ 1862 AU-50 ☆ 1866 AU-50, polished. One of the key 

dates of its era, rare in any and all grades ☆ 1871 AU-58. Same 

comment as preceding concerning rarity ☆ 1873 Open 3. Al - 

50 ☆ 1874 AU-50 ☆ 1876 AU-55. A nice example of the Cen¬ 

tennial year ☆ 1877 AU-55 PL. Low mintage issue always in 

demand ☆ 1880 AU-50, polished. Another popular low mint¬ 

age issue ☆ 1884 AU-50. Low mintage. (Total: 28 pieces) 

Gem Mint State 1849 Gold Dollar 

Closed Wreath 

20 1849 Closed Wreath. Breen-6005. MS-65 (PCGS). A superb 

gem example with frosty yellow gold lustre and virtually pris¬ 

tine surfaces. Extremely sharp design details are noted on both 

obverse and reverse. Perhaps the most pleasing 1849 gold dol¬ 

lar in the present sale. A true winner from an aesthetic view¬ 

point. Examine it in person, and you will fall in love with it—as 

did the cataloguer. Certainly, it is one of the most pleasing 

1849 gold dollars in existence anywhere. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (MS-66). 

This is Breen's Heavy Date variety, perhaps the most common of all 1849 

gold dollar varieties, however, none are common in gem Mint State condi¬ 

tion. Perfect dies. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, December 16, 1971. 

Selection of Gold Dollars 

17 Selection of gold dollars: ☆ 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6003. 

Large Head. MS-60 ☆ 1852 AU-55 ☆ 1856 Slanting 5. EF-45 ☆ 
1857 EF-45 ☆ 1858 AU-53 ☆ 1859 AU-55 ☆ 1861 EF-40 ☆ 1862 

AU-50 ☆ 1874 AU-58. No LIBERTY on Headband. A well 

matched grouping with each piece displaying various degrees 

of mint lustre. (Total: 9 pieces) 

Another Grouping of Gold Dollars 

18 Grouping of gold dollars grading AU-58, except where 

noted: ☆ 1849 Open Wreath. Breen-6003. Large Head ☆ 1853 

☆ 1856 Upright 5 ☆ 1857 AU-55 ☆ 1858 ☆ 1869 MS-60 ☆ 1861 

AU-55 ☆ 1862 ☆ 1873 Open 3 ☆ 1874 Only L on Headband. 

Each display some original mint lustre. (Total: 10 pieces) 

Value-Laden Group of Gold Dollars 

19 A very nice group of gold dollars, no duplicates, containing a 

number of scarce, rare, and interesting pieces: ☆ 1849 Open 

Wreath. Breen-6003. Large Head. AU-50 ☆ 1850 AU-55 « 

1851 AU-55 ☆ 1851-0 AU-50 ☆ 1852 AU-55 ☆ 1852-0 EF-40 

☆ 185.3 AU-55 ☆ 1853-0 AU-55 ☆ 1854 Type I. EF-45 ☆ 1854 

Pleasing 1849 Closed Wreath Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

21 1849 Closed Wreath. Breen-6005. MS-64 (PCGS). An attrac¬ 

tive, sharply struck example struck in bright greenish yellow 

gold. Full frosty lustre is evident on both obverse and reverse. 

A few very minor surface marks are noted only with magnifica¬ 

tion. Heavy Date variety. 

From Stack's sale of October 1971, Lot 655. 
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Mint State 1849 Gold Dollar 

Closed Wreath 

Kagin: “Presentation Piece?” 

22 1849 Closed Wreath. Breen-6005. MS-62 (PCGS). Fully proof¬ 

like and highly attractive with sharp central design motifs. Mi¬ 

nor hairlines are mixed with die striae and scattered surface 

marks, all very minor in nature. An aesthetically pleasing ex¬ 

ample of the Heavy Date variety. Offered by Kagin’s in 1977 as 

“1849 Presentation Piece?” The circumstances of mintage and 

distribution are not recorded, but the prooflike surface of this 

piece is quite special, and just as i( was worth a second glance to 

Art Kagin and Don Kagin over 20 years ago, we suggest that 

the prospective bidder take a lingering view of it today. 

Interesting horizontal die scratches are noted at the bottom of the reverse. 

From Kagin’s ANA Sale, August 1977, Lot 4702, described there 

as very unusual and rare prooflike (possibly 1849 presentation 
piece.) 

23 1849 Closed Wreath. Breen-6005. MS-62. Heavy Date variety. 

Attractive light yellow gold lustre with a few very minor abra¬ 
sions. 

Purchased from John N. Rowe III and Michael G. Brownlee (Rowe 

and Brownlee), February 24, 1967. 

Octette of Gold Dollars 

24 Group of About Uncirculated gold dollars: ☆ 1849 Closed 

W reath. Breen-6005. AU-58. Light toning over lustrous sur¬ 

faces ☆ 1856 Slanting 5. AU-50. Light striking visible on both 

obverse and reverse ☆ 1857 AU-50. Some light striking is 

noted mostly on the obverse ☆ 1858 AU-53. Lustrous ☆ 1859 

AU-58. Lustrous ☆ 1861 AU-50. Lustrous ☆ 1862 AU-50. Mi¬ 

nor obverse rim nicks noted ☆ 1874 AU-58. (Total: 8 pieces) 

Treasure Trove of Gold Dollars 

25 A nice selection of various gold dollar mints, dates, and 

types—a numismatic treasure trove: ☆ 1849 Closed Wreath. 

Breen-6005. AU-50. Some mint lustre remaining ☆ 1849-0 VF- 

20 ☆ 1851 AU-50. Heavy die crack connects stars two through 

four, several other minor cracks are noted ☆ 1851-0 EF-45 ☆ 
1852-0 VF-25 ☆ 1853 EF-45 ☆ 1853-0 AU-55 ☆ 1854 Type I. 

EF-40. Partly repunched date ☆ 1854 Type II. EF-40. Triple 

row of beads above LIBERTY. Always popular because of the 

design type ☆ 1855 EF-40. Thin letters and date. Another 

popular Type II issue ☆ 1856 Slanting 5. VF-20. Damage noted 

in right obverse field ☆ 1857 VF-25. Small obverse rim nick at 

11:00 ☆ 1857-C F-12. Struck on a problematic planchet with 

areas of heavy porosity surfaces burnished to hide same ☆ 
1857-S VF-35. Medium S with date well below center ☆ 1858 

AU-50. Some mint lustre remaining ☆ 1858-S VF-30. 

Repunched mintmark ☆ 1859 EF-45. Hairlines noted on both 

surfaces ☆ 1860 AU-55. Heavy die clashing ☆ 1860-S EF-45. 

Attractive surfaces. Scarce in all grades ☆1861 VF-30 ☆ 1862 

EF-40. A few obverse digs, heavy die clashing on reverse ☆ 
1866 AU-53. Lustrous. Very elusive. A century ago this was rec¬ 

ognized as a prime key date in the gold dollar series, but since 

then the limelight has faded or has even been extinguished, 

and while the 1866 remains as elusive as ever, not much atten¬ 

tion is paid to it ☆ 1871 AU-55. Lustrous. Another hard to find 

Philadelphia Mint business strike issue ☆ 1873 Open 3. AU-50. 

Raised die line from ear lobe to base of bust ☆ 1874 VF-35. 

Obverse marks noted ☆ 1877 MS-60. Lustrous orange-peel sur¬ 

faces. A pleasing example of this exceedingly popular date ☆ 
1878 AU-50, polished ☆ 1884 MS-60. Brilliant and lustrous. 

(See our expanded comment concerning 1884 business strikes 

under Lot 235 of the present sale) ☆ 1889 MS-60. Brilliant and 

lustrous. Last of the long line of gold dollar dates. (Total: 29 

pieces) 

Lovely 1849 Gold Dollar 

Closed Wreath 

(2X photo) 

26 1849 Closed Wreath. Breen-6006. MS-65 (PCGS). Bright and 

frosty yellow gold lustre with a few minute surface marks. An 

aesthetically desirable example of the final type of 1849 gold 

dollars. This Closed Wreath type continued through the end 

of the design in 1854. This variety has thin numerals in the 

date, described by Breen in his Encyclopedia as very rare. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (MS-66). 

The reverse has several die cracks from the border through various letters 

of AMERICA. 

It is to be remembered—and we reiterate this several times throughout 

the present sale—that grading numbers are one thing, and aesthetically de¬ 

sirable coins can be something else entirely. During his collecting career, 

Harry Bass strove to acquire coins that had excellent appearances. Thus, as 

his holdings expanded and his connoisseurship was sharpened, many pieces 

of exquisite quality were obtained. Today in 1999, probably nine out of 10 

Bass Collection gold coins in the present sale are above average for their 

grade number, sometime far above average. When comparing population 

reports and surveys, it should be considered that in all likelihood the num¬ 

ber of examples would fall short of comparable pieces in the Bass Collec¬ 

tion. Moreover, while population reports are interesting, there is a passion 

for resubmitting coins to the same and other services, with the result that a 

listing that appears to represent several coins may in fact be for only one 

single specimen. 

1 he seller of this coin. Don Quiggins, listed in the pedigree, is not remem¬ 

bered by us. The Bass Collection sources represent a veritable Who's Who in 

American Numismatics, ranging from famous dealers, collectors, and auc¬ 

tions, to obscure personalities. The sylloge now in preparation for the Harry 

W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation is planned to contain a biographical list¬ 

ing of all identified coin sources. 

Purchased from Don Quiggins, November 4, 1972. 

27 1849 Closed Wreath. Breen-6006. MS-62. Variety with thin nu¬ 

merals in the date. Light greenish gold with very slight surface 

reflectivity and minor hairlines, along with a few other abra¬ 
sions. 

From New Netherlands Coin Company’s 61st Sale, June 1970, Lot 
419. 
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Mint State 1849-C Gold Dollar Rarity 

Closed Wreath 

Among the Finest Known 

28 1849-C Closed Wreath. MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous light green¬ 

ish yellow gold with typical design definition for this issue. 

Lightly abraded surfaces as expected for the grade. The ob¬ 

verse has a convex appearance resulting from the basined 

coinage die. 
A lovely, indeed incredible example of this important rarity, 

one of just five or six Mint State survivors from a mintage of 

just 11,634 coins. This mintage figure includes both the Closed 

Wreath reverse and the few struck with Open Wreath. 

According to Douglas Winter’s census in Charlotte Mint Gold 

Coins, there is one gem MS-65 and four other Mint State coins, 

all approximately MS-60. He was unaware of this coin when 

compiling his reference. Actual comparison with these other 

four coins may be necessary to determine the actual rank 

among the finest known of this issue. In Walter Breen’s Com¬ 

plete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins, the author suc¬ 

cinctly stated “Usually VF or worse; prohibitively rare choice. 

By any evaluation, the Bass Collection coin stands high among 

surviving pieces. As such, the opportunity is exceedingly im¬ 

portant. 

PCGS Population (July 1999): 3; 5 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Again, we call attention to the possible duplication, sometimes extensive, 

in population reports. A better view of true rarity can be obtained front the 

Douglas Winter text or any other detailed numismatic study (should anyone 

care to compile such). Population reports are very “rough” and tend to dis¬ 

tort true rarity, making pieces appear more plentiful than they are—due to 

resubmissions. 
On June 10 and on June 13, die pairs for 1849-C gold dollars were shipped 

from the Philadelphia Mint (where dies for branch mints were made) to 

Charlotte. On July 10, two more reverses were sent. Most probably, the ship¬ 

ment of [une 10 had the “old" reveres with open wreath, as used on Phila¬ 

delphia Mint coins earlier in the year, but in this instance with a tiny C. mint- 

mark-creating the 1849-C Open Wreath of which just five specimens are 

known today. 
From the other dies were made the 1849-C Closed Wreath, to the extent 

of 11,634 pieces, a quantity just about half of that of the next smallest pro¬ 

duction, that of the Dahlonega Mint, and but a tiny fraction of that regis¬ 

tered at Philadelphia. The 1849-C gold dollars were placed quietly into cir¬ 

culation, apparently without any ceremony or special notice. Not a single 

example was set aside for the Mint Cabinet. Over a century later, in 1988 

Walter Breen made specific note of what happened regarding availability (as 

quoted in the main description in the present lot). 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

Choice Mint State 1849-D Gold Dollar 

Condition Census Quality 

(2X photo) 

29 1849-D MS-63 (PCGS). Highly lustrous light greenish gold 

with extraordinary design definition. Both obverse and reverse 

borders are extremely sharp. Slightly reflective fields gradually 

change to frosty lustre at the borders. A few very minor sur¬ 

face marks are noted. A minor scratch from the F in Of ex¬ 

tends below AM. Two varieties of this issue are known, both 

from the same obverse die. Probably one of the finest six or 

seven known examples of this date. In Gold Coins of the Dahlo¬ 

nega Mint, author Douglas Winter noted that this issue “is very 

rare in Mint State-62 and it is extremely rare in accurately 

graded Mint State-63.” 
As a class, Charlotte and Dahlonega gold dollars are exceed- 

ingly rare in Mint State. The Bass Collection offering handily 

eclipses any other auction or presentation of which we are 

aware, bringing to market a remarkable combination of ex¬ 

ceedingly high quality plus in many instances depth in the 

form of duplicates. Of all of the mints active in America dur¬ 

ing the 19th century, fewer pieces were struck at Dahlonega 

than anywhere else, followed by Charlotte. Moreover, such 

coins were not numismatically desired in their own time, and 

not even the Mint Cabinet saved specimens. Thus, pieces 

slipped into circulation where they soon became worn or lost, 

or eventually melted. The word O-P-P-O-R-T-U-N-I-TA comes 

to the fore in almost countless times in the present sale, includ¬ 

ing among the stellar listings of Charlotte and Dahlonega is¬ 

sues. 

PCGS Population: 6; 3 finer (MS-64). 

The reverse exhibits extensive die cracks, both radially from the border 

toward the center, and peripherally through the legend. 

First year of the gold dollar. All pieces are of the Open Wreath or later 

configuration, as the dies were shipped from the Die Department ol the 

Philadelphia Mint, June 2-4, 1849 (received in Dahlonega on June 16); by 

this time the Closed Wreath style had been superseded. 

From the outset, striking of Dahlonega Mint gold dollars was typically 

light and irregular. Quoting David Akers 1975 study, I he 1849-D is often 

softly struck on the hair, giving the appearance of wear even if there really is 

none.” 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Julian Marks Collection, October 

1971, Lot 1597. 

BOWERS AND MERENA 
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Another Mint State 1849-D Gold Dollar 

Rare and Beautiful 

(2X photo) 

30 1849-D MS-62 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold lustre with a few 

very minor surface marks. Sharply struck with strong border 

details. From the same reverse die as the preceding lot. Not 

only is this the first year of issue for the denomination and 

mint, but also the first of two varieties in the emission order. 

This example is probably among the top dozen known ex¬ 
amples. 

Shattered reverse although the die cracks are not as advanced as noted in 

the description of the previous lot. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24. 1967. 

Choice AU 1849-D Gold Dollar 

31 1849-D AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous greenish gold with lightly 

abraded surfaces as expected for the grade. Quite sharply 

struck although the borders are poorly defined. This example 

and the next are from a different reverse die. Only a few col¬ 

lections over the years have had an 1849-D gold dollar in a 

high grade such as this. In a relative sense, except for the Bass 

Collection, here, indeed, is a rarity! 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 1690. 

A Fourth 1849-D Gold Dollar 

As Incredible as it Seems 

32 1849-D AU-55. A fourth example of this issue, in this case very' 

lightly circulated. Traces of wear are visible on the highest 

points of the design. Nearly full greenish gold lustre with very 

pleasing surfaces, in fact, nicer surfaces than the MS-60 of¬ 

fered in the lot above. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 30, 1971. 

Amazing Gem 1849-0 Gold Dollar 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

33 1849-0 MS-65 (PCGS). A wonderful example with frosty 

greenish gold lustre and pristine, virtually mark-free surfaces. 

Very sharply struck, in fact, fully struck save for very slight 

weakness at the borders. Although 215,000 were minted, per¬ 

haps only 40 to 50 Mint State examples survive, and most of 

those are just MS-60 or MS-61 at best. The cataloguer for Para¬ 

mount, in 1975, noted: “this frosty gem is as choice as any that 

I have ever seen of this date and I would not be surprised to 

see it bring close to four figures." Of course todav, a quarter 

century later, the prospective purchaser should change “close 

to four figures" to read “close to five figures.” 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-66). 

The reverse exhibits light die rust and extremely faint clash marks. 

We have no way of determining what is “out there” in the rest of the nu¬ 

mismatic field, but we feel this to be a truly amazing coin, as did the Para¬ 

mount cataloguer, and we seriously doubt if it can be exceeded in the com¬ 

bination of numerical grade plus all important aesthetic value by any other 

specimen. 

From Paramount’s sale of the Davies and Niewoehner Collections, 

February 1975, Lot 408. Pedigree incorrectly stated by Winter in 

“New Orleans Mint Gold Coins" as Superior 2/1975, Lot 408. 

34 1849-0 AU-58. Lustrous light orange-gold with only faint 
traces of wear. 

Several obverse die cracks and a short reverse crack through M of 

AMERICA. 

From Stack's sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 515. 

35 1849-0 ALI-55. Light yellow gold with considerable frosty lus¬ 

tre impaired only by very light wear. Pleasing surfaces with 

only a few very minor hairlines and other abrasions. A nice 

example of the grade. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

50 BOWERS AND MERENA 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part I/ 

Gem Mint State 1850 Gold Dollar 

Finest Certified 

36 1850 MS-66 (PCGS). Superb frosty yellow gold lustre. Slightly 

weak on the very highest points of Miss Liberty s hair, other¬ 

wise quite sharply defined. This is a relatively common date, 

however, of much finer quality than normally seen. A delight¬ 

ful gem for the date or type collector. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Faint die polish lines are noted on both obverse and reverse, this probably 

from relapping or resurfacing the dies. The aspect of die striae and polish 

lines have been very lightly treated in numismatic literature, and yet is inter¬ 

esting and is one of the keys to effective study of Mint procedures. Thus, 

here and there throughout the Bass Collection listings we make note of such 

features. The reverse has a very thin bisecting crack from the border at 4:00 

through CA, right branch, ribbon bow, left branch, and 1 of UNITED, not 

quite reaching the border at 8:30. Some missing or attenuated design details 

suggest this reverse die has been lapped. 

Purchased from John N. Rowe, III, August 19, 1966. 

(2X photo) 

37 1850 MS-63 (PCGS). Satiny greenish gold lustre with a few 

very minor surface marks. Very sharply struck with slightly te- 

flective, almost prooflike surfaces. A very pleasing coin for the 

specialist, or for the date or type collector, with considerable 

aesthetic appeal. 
Nearly vertical striae appear on both obverse and reverse, in this instance 

seeming to indicate a very early striking from the die pair. I eifect obveise 

and reverse dies (no cracks). 

Purchased from Walter Matloff February 29, 1972. 

(2X photo) 

38 1850 MS-63. Frosty light greenish gold lustre with very slight 

weakness only on the highest points, representing as they do 

the deepest recesses of the coinage dies. A few light surface 

marks are noted, however, none are serious or particularly dif¬ 

ferent from what would be expected on an MS-63 coin. A nice 

coin for your type set. 

Peripheral die cracks on the reverse connect most letters of UNI I ED 

STATES OF. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

Rare Mint State 1850-C Gold Dollar 

Mintage: 6,966 Coins 

39 1850-C MS-61 (PCGS). Reflective light yellow gold lustre with 

extremely sharp design details and scattered surface marks, 

most notably a short diagonal scratch in the left obverse field. 

An extremely important opportunity for the specialist, this ex¬ 

ample is among the five or six finest known. Fifth finest known 

in Douglas Winter’s census grades just MS-60, the present 

piece is Condition Census per the literature. Winter further 

noted: “While slightly overrated in lower grades, this date is a 

legitimate rarity in full AU or Uncirculated.” This is the second 

lowest mintage of any Charlotte Mint gold dollar issue with 

6,966 coins struck and perhaps 1% surviving today. Walter 

Breen observed that this issue is extremely rare in Mint State. 

Indeed, over the years very few true Mint State examples have 

ever been seen, even by the most expert of experts. 

PCGS Population: 6; 4 finer (MS-62). 

Taken at face value these numbers would indicate that there arc 10 MS-61 

and MS-62 1850-C gold dollars in numismatic hands, not to mention any 

pieces that may have been certified by NGC, ICS, and other services. \\ e 

suspect that reality in terms of different specimens is otherwise. No doubt the 

net number is a much smaller figure. 

Two pairs of dies are known for this issue, both with the Closed Wreath, 

which by that time had become standard. Mintage decreased to just 6,966 

coins, creating the lowest production figure of any gold dollar of the years 

1849-1853. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 
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Important Mint State 1850-D Gold Dollar 

High Condition Census 

Rare Mint State 1850-0 Gold Dollar 

Finest Certified 

40 1850-D MS-62 (PCGS). A lovely example with satiny bright yel¬ 

low gold lustre and wonderfully sharp design definition. The 

surfaces are quite choice for the assigned grade with a few very 

minor hairlines. One of the very finest in existence, a truly im¬ 

portant Dahlonega coin, a landmark for the specialist in the 

series. With regard to mintage and rarity, this issue is in the 

middle of the series of Dahlonega Mint gold dollars. 

In 1850, this Georgia mint produced 8,382 gold dollars, the 

third highest mintage of any issue from 1849 to 1861. Perhaps 

it is this mintage that explains why this issue is so underrated. 

Only four issues are rarer in high grade according to Douglas 

Winter. His “High Grade Rarity” ranks the number known in 

AU-50 and higher grades, certainly appropriate information in 

relation to the present sale. Interestingly, this present issue is 

ranked between 1860-D and 1861-D issues for rarity in high 
grade. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-63). 

Minor reverse clash marks. 

Three pairs of dies, including three reverses dated 1850, were shipped 

from the Philadelphia Mint to Dahlonega on December 11, 1849, for use in 

1850; another pair of dies was sent by mistake to the Charlotte Mint, but on 

April 3, 1850, were forwarded from that point to the correct destination. 

Apparently, a larger mintage was anticipated than actually occurred. This 

was to be the story of many issues of this era, for it was easier for the Phila¬ 

delphia Mint to make up a larger group of dies on speculation than to later 

receive orders from a distance and make up the die pairs individually. Con¬ 

sidering the time needed to make the dies, the set up at the Philadelphia 

Mint, and the time lag in communications, the latter method would have 

caused more problems than the procedure used, even though at first glance 

the making of extra die pairs seems redundant. 

The mintage of the 1850-D went into circulation, and all the pieces were 

used intensively. The typical grade tends to be quite low, in fact, per David 

Akers, “the third lowest average grade of any gold dollar in the entire se¬ 

ries.” 

Purchased from Fred Sweeney, September 18, 1972. 

(2X photo) 

41 1850-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Very sharply struck in light yellow golq 

with frosty lustre. A delightful example of this rarity, indeea 

among the very finest known examples. Just 14,000 gold dol 

lars were struck in New Orleans during the course of the year 

by a wide margin the lowest mintage of any gold dollar issue 

from this mint. The finest noted by Douglas Winter is a differ 

ent coin graded MS-64 with a small number of MS-63 examples 

in the census. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Minor rust marks are visible on Miss Liberty’s neck and jaw. 

Purchased from Walter Matloff February 29, 1972. 

42 1850-0 AU-55. An altogether pleasing example of this scarce 

issue with considerable frosty lustre and attractive orange and 

lilac toning. Very sharply struck. A few minor surface impair¬ 

ments are noted, including short parallel scratches below the 

neck truncation. 

Minor rust marks are visible on Miss Liberty’s neck and jaw. 

From Stack's sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 
1920. 

Superb Gem 1851 Gold Dollar 

A Rarity So Choice 

43 1851 MS-66 (PCGS). Rich frosty yellow gold lustre with sharp 

design details exhibiting only very slight weakness on the high¬ 

est points. This is a wonderful coin especially suited for the 

type collector. The mintage of this issue is exceeded only by 

the 1853 issue, thus, this issue must be considered common. 

Still a rarity, as are all Type I gold dollars, when in gem Mint 

State condition. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 13, 1971. 
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Another Superb Gem 1851 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

[4 1851 MS-66 (PCGS). Frosty deep yellow gold lustre with very 

sharp design details. Another very pleasing example for the 

connoisseur. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, March 14, 1972. 

Frosty Mint State 1851 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

15 1851 MS-64 (PCGS). Frosty light yellow gold lustre with a hint 

of orange toning on the high points of the obverse. A wonder¬ 

ful example at this grade level—certainly in the top 1% of survi¬ 

vors of coins of this date. 
Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 23, 1971. 

Choice Mint State 1851 Gold Dollar 

48 1851 MS-62. A further attractive Mint State 1851 gold dollar. 

Sharply struck with pale orange-gold lustre and very minor 

abrasions. A splash of light orange toning is visible on the te- 

verse. 
Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 30, 1971. 

Attractive Mint State 1851-C Gold Dollar 

49 1851-C MS-63 (PCGS). Sharply struck with frosty yellow gold 

lustre and light orange toning. A most attractive example with 

only a few minor surface impairments. With a mintage of 

41,267 coins, this single issue accounts for 35% of the total 

gold dollar production at the Charlotte Mint. Therefore, this 

issue is the most common of any Charlotte gold dollar and the 

only one generally available in Mint State condition. Don't be 

fooled, however, for Douglas Winter noted that only 10 to 15 

Mint State examples survive. Common only by Charlotte Mint 

standards, this is a rarity in absolute terms. 

Light die polish lines are visible. The reverse has a die crack connecting 

the tops of F AM. 

Apparendy three pairs of dies were sent from Philadelphia to Charlotte. 

Beginning around this time, leftover obverse dies from earlier dates could 

be used, as the obverses were dateless. Only detailed studies of minute die 

differences would pinpoint such a procedure, and to date that has not been 

done (we note here that Douglas Winter’s later book on Dahlonega gold 

coins contains much technical die information, but the Charlotte text is not 

as technical). No doubt if Doug Winter picks up quill pen and returns to his 

writing desk on the subject of Charlotte gold, the present catalogue will be 

quoted extensively (permission granted). 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

(2X photo) 

46 1851 MS-64 (PCGS). Highly lustrous light yellow gold with a 

faint trace of amber toning. A few minor surface maiks ate 

noted, consistent with the grade assigned. 

From the Goliad Corporation, December 16, 1971. 

47 1851 MS-63. Another choice Mint State example of this popu¬ 

lar issue with frosty light yellow gold lustre and very minor sur¬ 

face marks. Sharp design details although the lower obverse 

stars are weak. 
Purchased from Walter Matloff February 29, 1972. 

50 1851-C AU-58. Light yellow gold with sharp design details and 

nearly complete lustre. Very lightly abraded surfaces, much 

nicer than generally seen among coins from this southern 

mint. 
A die crack connects the border with the left side of final S in STATES. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1972, Lot 472. 

51 1851-C AU-55. Lustrous light greenish gold with very pleasing, 

in fact choice, surfaces. Another opportunity lor the specialist, 

or the date or type collector, to acquire a pleasing example of 

this issue. 

A die crack connects the border with the left side of final S in STATES. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, July 24, 1972. 
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Condition Census 1851-D Gold Dollar 

Tied for Fourth Finest 

52 1851-D MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant, frosty light yellow gold with 

sharp design details. Very minor surface marks are noted, in¬ 

cluding a small abrasion on Liberty’s cheek. Considerable die 

polish is visible on the reverse. With a comparatively high 

mintage of 9,882 coins (only 1849-D has a higher mintage 

among Dahlonega Mint gold dollars) this issue is the second 

most available among all gold dollars from this mint. For the 

collector desiring a nice Mint State Dahlonega Mint gold dol¬ 

lar for his or her type set, this is an ideal candidate. As with all 

coinage, however, it is important to remember that mintage 

figures tell only part of the story. While wre suggest that a mint¬ 

age of under 10,000 coins is rather high for these issues, this 

mintage would suggest a major rarity if in the context of Phila¬ 

delphia Mint gold dollars of this same design. Only a few finer 

examples exist, according to the Condition Census reported 

by Douglas Winter. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Regarding the existence of coins and their availability, sometimes the 

twain do not meet. Of a given issue five or 10 coins might be in collections 

or museums, but it can also be the case that examples will appear on the 

market only at widely spaced intervals. 

Five 1851-D reverse dies were shipped to Dahlonega, but so far as is 

known, just two were pressed (literally) into service, both eventually crack¬ 

ing. The mintage of 9,882 pieces was accomplished on two deliveries (from 

the coining department to the registration or shipping department) of 3,147 

in February and 6,735 in June. The circumstances of distribution of the 

1851-D are not known, but studies of extant pieces (including David Akers’ 

excellent study on) reveal that this variety is more often seen in higher 

grades such as AU, than are most other Dahlonega pieces. One of the mys¬ 

teries of this or any other coin is that, except for cabinet pieces (non-existent 

in the Dahlonega series), coins hold their secrets well—one does not know 

where they have been over the years. 

From. Stanley Kesselman, August 30, 1971. 

Important 1851-D Gold Dollar 

54 1851-D AU-50. Light greenish yellow gold with considerable 

remaining lustre and very pleasing surfaces. Slightly weak ai 

the center of the obverse. Quite scarce at this grade level. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

55 1851-D Net EF-45, sharpness of AU-55, polished. Greenish yel¬ 

low gold with extremely sharp design details. 

The obverse has a small rim break, or cud, at 1:00. Clash marks are visible 

on the reverse. 

Purchased from Joe Flynn, Sr. Coin Co., December 13, 1972. 

56 1851-0 MS-62 (PCGS). This desirable Mint State example has 

bright yellow gold lustre with sharp design details. A few very, 

minor abrasions are noted, taking the form of minor surface 

marks and faint hairlines. Although 290,000 coins were 

minted, very few survive in grades better than MS-60. Heavy 

obverse stars as described by Breen and Winter. 

The obverse has two die cracks, one from the border at 9:00 to Miss 

Liberty’s eyelid and into her hair; the other from 11:00 to the center of her 

coronet. 

Purchased from Walter Matloff, February 29, 1972. 

Lovely Gem 1852 Gold Dollar 

Superb Quality 

(2X photo) 

57 1852 MS-66 (PCGS). An aesthetically desirable example with 

frosty yellow gold lustre. Sharply struck with virtually flawless 

surfaces. A planchet flake is noted at the base of the large digit 

1 on the reverse. 

PCGS Population: 4; 4 finer (MS-69 finest). 

The obverse has several parallel die lines of varying length diagonally down 

to the left from Miss Liberty’s neck andjaw. Two curious raised dots appear in 

the reverse field, one below the upright of D and the other below the tail of R. 

These appear perfectly round and do not resemble random rust marks. 

On the reverse, repunching is visible inside the loop of 5 just above the 

bottom curve. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, November 9, 1971. 

(2X photo) 

53 1851-D AU-55 (PCGS). This is the second most common Dahlo¬ 

nega Mint gold dollar, despite a mintage of just 9,882 coins. In 

comparison with all Type I gold dollars, however, the mintage is 

seventh lowest of 23 issues. Light yellow gold with nearly full lus¬ 

tre and very lightly abraded surfaces. Quite sharp although not 

fully struck. In the context of Dahlonega Mint gold dollars, this 

example is far above average in terms of design definition. 

Heavy obverse and reverse clash marks. 

From Stack's sale of the Charles Jay Collection, October 1967, Lot 196. 
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Choice Mint State 1852 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

>8 1852 MS-64. Sharply struck with frosty light yellow gold lustre 

and very few minor surface marks. An attractive example for 

your type collection or date set. 

The obverse die is shattered with a series of fine die cracks. The reverse is 

the same die described in the previous lot, including the curious raised dots. 

Repunched date as described in the lot above. 

Purchased from Walter Matloff February 29, 1972. 

39 1852 MS-63. Lustrous light yellow gold with a few very minor 

surface marks. A lovely coin for a type set. After all, in the wide 

world of numismatics, really nice MS-63 Type I gold dollars are 

not all that easy to find, particularly in relation to the demand 

for them. 

The top of the digit 1 in the date is doubled, however, not enough for this 

to qualify as Breen-6020, the rare variety with recut 18. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, March 9, 1971. 

60 1852 MS-62. Lustrous and sharply struck in light greenish 

gold. A few very minor surface marks are present, however, 

this is a lovely Mint State gold dollar. 

From Abe Kosoffs ANA Sale, August 1968, Lot 760. 

Amazing 1852-C Gold Dollar 

From the Norweb Collection 

Among the Finest Known 

(2X photo) 

61 1852-C MS-64 (PCGS). Possibly the second finest known ex¬ 

ample, exceeded only by a gem that appeared in Auction 81. 

Sharply struck in brilliant greenish yellow gold, the obverse 

fields around the border are frosty, changing to prooflike 

around the devices. This surface provides an attiactive fiame 

for Miss Liberty. The reverse has a small planchet impel lec¬ 

tion, as struck, upward from the second L in DOLLAR. Dou¬ 

glas Winter noted this flaw is common to several known ex¬ 

amples of this issue: “A number of examples show weakness 

from the bases of LA in DOLLAR up to the base ol 1 (i.e., the 

denomination). This was caused by the adherence of some for¬ 

eign matter to the dies at the time of striking. As this was mint- 

induced, and is frequently seen on surviving examples, this 

‘imperfection’ should not adversely affect the value of the 

coin.” This spectacular coin represents the finest certified by 

PCGS. The issue is scarce in all grades; the mintage of 9,434 

coins is the second lowest Charlotte mintage of the design. 

PCGS Population: 8; none finer. 

LOWERS AND MERENA 

Wc thank David T. Alexander for the two nice articles he has contributed 

to COINage magazine on the numismatic legacy of Emery May Holden Nor¬ 

web and the Norweb family. These are written in an interesting mannei and 

no doubt have served to introduce this super-collector lady to a wider audi¬ 

ence than originally achieved through the book written by Michael Hoddet 

and your editor, The Norweb Collection: An American Legacy. 

In the early 1980s when we showcased the John W. Adams Collection ol 

1794-dated large cents in a special catalogue all its own, we noted that John, 

while he collected coins, also “collected collectors. 1 o him, the pedigree ol 

a coin added a great deal of interest and desirability to a specimen. In the 

intervening years we have seen many other numismatists subscribe to this 

theory. Today, in 1999, the correct attribution of a pedigree to a famous col¬ 

lection, or a notable hoard (our recent sale of the S.S. Brother Jonathan trea¬ 

sure coins comes to mind), or some other tangible link with a person or his¬ 

torical event, can immensely increase its appreciation to its owner. Fortu¬ 

nately for participants in the present sale, Harry Bass kept meticulous 

records, and all but a few of the individual lots are accompanied by pedi¬ 

grees as to his source. To each of these listings must now be added the Bass 

Collection pedigree itself. 

From our sale of the Norweb Collection, March 1988, Lot 1865. 

Formerly from Sotheby’s sale of the King Farouk Collection, February 

1954, Lot 285. 

Desirable 1852-D Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

62 1852-D AU-58 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold lustre with reflective 

surfaces obscured by only the slightest w'ear on the high 

points. Very light surface marks are noted, considerably less 

abraded than it may appear at first glance. A splendid, indeed 

memorable example of an issue which when seen is apt to be in 

much lower grade. Another find for the specialist. 

Numerous die polish lines and clash marks, as struck, give the appearance 

of somewhat marred surfaces. Douglas Winter alluded to this in Gold (.oins 

of the Dahlonega Mint when he noted “due to a number of distinct striking 

characteristics, the surfaces of most 1852-D gold dollars have a decidedly 

‘busy’ appearance. There are usually multiple clash marks before the face of 

Liberty and the nose is always broken. This is the result of die lapping and is 

evidenced by a shiny area in front of the forehead. The obverse shows a 

number of raised die scratches which can be seen even on worn specimens.” 

This example shows all of these various characteristics. 

On the reverse, several radial die cracks extend from the reverse border 

inward. 

In 1851 the Philadelphia Mint shipped two 1852-D reverse dies to the 

Dahlonega Mint, but it is believed that only one actually saw service. At the 

time there were still sufficient undated obverse dies on hand to take care of 

anticipated requirements. In due course, 6,360 pieces were struck, but what 

happened to them no one knows for sure. It is known, however, that today 

the 1852-D is significantly rarer than its low mintage suggests, and is a prime 

key in the series. 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 12. 

63 1852-D AU-50. An attractive example with greenish gold sur¬ 

faces and considerable frosty lustre. Considerably high aes¬ 

thetic appeal with very pleasing surfaces for the grade. This 

example has the reverse rotated almost 180° from the normal 

position. 

Very similar die state to the previous lot. perhaps just slightly earlier. 

From Paramount’s session of the Auction ’86 sale. Lot 1846. 
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Desirable 1852-0 Gold Dollar 

Probably Condition Census 

Quintette of 1853 Gold Dollars 

70 Quintette of 1853 gold dollars, each graded MS-62. All are 

brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 5 pieces) 

64 1852-0 MS-63. Sharply struck with satiny greenish gold lustre 

and very few marks of any kind. This issue is much scarcer in 

choice Mint State quality than the mintage of 140,000 coins 

would suggest. The presently offered example is probably 

among the top six known examples, though brushmarks are 

noted. 

A heavy die crack from the border passes through the star at 12:00 and 

through the coronet to Miss Liberty’s hair. Another crack joins the star at 

3:00 with the border. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 16, 1972. 

65 1852-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Frosty light yellow gold lustre with 

scattered surface marks as expected. Quite sharply struck al¬ 

though portions of the obverse and reverse borders are weak. 

A pleasing coin for the date collector or variety specialist. 

The obverse has minor die chips near the star at 2:00. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, April 1970, Lot 618. 

66 1852-0 AU-55. Light yellow gold with considerable lustre. An 

attractive example of this scarce issue. 

An obverse die crack from the border passes through the star at 1:00 to 

the top of Miss Liberty’s head. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

67 1853 MS-63 (PCGS). Deep yellow gold lustre, satiny in nature, 

with few minuscule abrasions. An attractive example of this 

plentiful date; an ideal choice for the collector of coins by de¬ 

sign type. An interesting coin, as well, for the die state special¬ 

ist. 

Several very light die cracks extend through several stars on the obverse. 

From Stack’s sale of February 1972, Lot 588. 

68 1853 MS-63. Lustrous light yellow gold with extremely sharp 

design details and only a few very light scattered marks. An at¬ 

tractive type coin. 

From New Netherlands Coin Company’s 61st Sale, June 1970, Lot 

427. 

69 1853 MS-63. Another delightful Mint State 185.3 gold dollar 

with lustrous light yellow surfaces and only a few scattered sur¬ 

face marks. A desirable example of the issue. 

Similar obverse die cracks as found on the first example of this issue of¬ 

fered above, however, not as advanced. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 30, 1971. 

Amazing 1853-C Gold Dollar 

Among the Finest Known 

(2X photo) 

71 1853-C MS-62 (PCGS). This amazing jewel has deep greenish 

gold lustre with faint orange toning. Softly struck on the high 

points of Ms. Liberty’s hair. Although the surfaces do show 

very minor abrasions, overall, this is one of the finest existing 

1853-C gold dollars. Not specifically mentioned by Douglas 

Winter in his roster of finest examples, he notes only one MS- 

63 example, another giaded MS-60 to 63, and the balance of 

Mint State examples all in the MS-60 range. Winter further 

notes that this is one of the rarest Charlotte Mint gold dollars 

in Mint State condition. 

Perfect dies. 

From Stack’s sale of March 1973, Lot 735. 

Rare 1853-D Gold Dollar 

72 1853-D MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous dark yellow7 gold with ex¬ 

tremely choice surfaces. The quality of this example is ex¬ 

ceeded by very few, if any other survivors from the mintage of 

just 6,583 coins. Sharply struck with very slight weakness on 

the highest points of the hair and among the wreath. The bor¬ 

ders are bold and complete. Compare this with the Breen de¬ 

scription quoted below. Douglas Winter reported only three 

finer examples in his Condition Census. Of course, unless vari¬ 

ous examples are seen at the same time side by side, there is no 

way of knowing as to whether “finer” examples are, indeed, 

truly finer. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Several die file lines and polish lines are noted. 

Three 1853-D reverse dies were supplied to the Dahlonega Mint, but it 

seems that just one of these was used to produce the recorded mintage of 

6,583 pieces. Sufficient obverse dies still remained on hand. In his Encyclope¬ 

dia Walter Breen comments: “usually poorly struck.” The same remark 

could be repeated throughout the present or any other offering of Dahlo¬ 

nega Mint issues. 

From Stack’s sale of March 1973, Lot 736. 
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73 1853-D EF-45. Light greenish gold with minor surface marks. 

Considerable lustre remains and the impression from the dies 

was quite sharp. 

Light clash marks are visible on both obverse and reverse. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

74 1853-D EF-40. An attractive example with minor abrasions and 

other impairments. Typical grade for most 1853-D gold dollars 

in numismatic circulation. The reverse of this example is ro¬ 

tated 90°. 

Minor die cracks and clash marks. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg, April 14, 1972. 

lb 1853-0 MS-62. Highly lustrous deep yellow gold with very 

choice surfaces. Perhaps finer than the grade assigned, this is a 

delightful Mint State example. Interestingly, the New Orleans 

Mint struck an identical number of gold dollars in 1851 and 

1853, however, this 1853-0 issue is more available, especially 

in Mint State quality. 

Light die rust is noted on the obverse. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

76 1853-0 MS-62. Satiny greenish gold lustre with very nice sur¬ 

faces for the grade. Extremely sharply struck. A small dark 

stain is visible below the bust, serving as a pedigree marker. 

Purchased from Walter Matloff February 29, 1972. 

Choice Mint State 1854 Gold Dollar 

Type I 

Liberty Head 

(2X photo) 

77 1854 Type I. MS-64. A wonderful example with extraordinary 

design details and lovely deep yellow gold lustre. The surfaces 

are virtually flawless. Although not a scarce date, the mintage 

of this final Type 1 issue was limited to under one million 

coins. A coin equally suited to the specialist, the date and mint- 

mark collector, or someone seeking a piece simply for a type 

set. 
The reverse has an interior cud, or die break, on the leaf below I of 

UNITED, attached to that letter. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 5s2. 

78 1854 Type I. MS-63. A wonderful, sharply struck example with 

bright yellow gold lustre and minimal surface abrasions. 

A small bulge is located in the upper left obverse field, in front of the fore¬ 

head. Clash marks are noted inside the wreath. 

Purchased from John N. Rowe, III, August 19, 1966. 

79 1854 Type I. MS-63. A lovely Mint State example with bright, 

frosty yellow gold lustre. A few scattered sin face matks aic 

noted. 
From the same dies as the previous lot with the obverse bulge and reverse 

clash marks both visible. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, April 24, 1972. 

80 1854 Type I. MS-62. Another lovely Mint State 1854 gold dol¬ 

lar with sharp design details and frosty light yellow gold lustre. 

From the same dies as the previous two lots with the obverse bulge smallci 

and the reverse clash marks fainter. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

81 1854 Type I. MS-62. Highly lustrous bright yellow gold with 

sharp design details, another wonderful opportunity. 

From the same dies as previous lots, the obverse bulge as on the last lot, 

the reverse clash marks very faint. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 16, 1972. 

Rare 1854-D Gold Dollar 

Just 2,935 Minted 

. (2X photo) 

82 1854-D Type I. MS-61 (PCGS). This wonderful Dahlonega 

gold dollar has nearly full bright yellow gold lustre with a hint 

of orange, and with very pleasing surfaces, free of any serious 

impairments. Several heavy die scratches are present on both 

obverse and reverse, strictly as struck and not affecting the 

quality of this coin in any sense. Douglas Winter listed only 

four Mint State examples of this date in his reference on 

Dahlonega gold, with another small group of AU-58 coins. Of 

course, he was not aware of this example and it is not included 

in his roster. Only three examples in his Condition Census are 

reported at a finer grade than this. This issue has the lowest 

mintage of any Type 1 gold dollar. Respectable strike although 

the lower left portion of the wreath is weak. 

As is so often the case in the Bass Collection, the opportunity 

to acquire a rarity is more important than the price paid. No 

matter what the successful bidder pays for this 1854-D, he or 

she will then own it, while hundreds if not thousands of gold 

dollar aficionados will still be seeking a similar specimen and 

dreaming of an ownership opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Among Type I gold dollars of the 1849-1854 era, the 1854-D stands tall 

and proud among Dahlonega issues. First, it is the absolute rarest, both 

from a mintage viewpoint (2,935) and from the aspect of examples than can 

be traced today. It is believed that all were struck from one reverse die (the 

obverse has not been as closely studied), this die being one of three shipped 

to Dahlonega for use this year. Again, enough obverses were on hand that 

no additional obverse dies were required. Regarding the number sunicing 

from the 2,935 mintage, a ratio of 3% to 4% would suggest about 100 pieces, 

which, indeed, is probably quite close to the mark. In any given year, eery- 

few pieces appear on the open market. 

Purchased from Walter Matloff February 29, 1972. 
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83 1854-S Type I. AU-58 (PCGS). Sharply struck with attractive 

orange-gold lustre. Frosty lustre gives way to reflective, nearly 

prooflike surfaces around the devices. A most attractive pre¬ 

sentation. Just 14,632 gold dollars were minted in San Fran¬ 

cisco in 1854. This is the first year of operation at the San Fran¬ 

cisco Mint and the only Type I gold dollar from this mint. 

Perfect dies (no cracks). Faint striae visible on the reverse, perhaps indicat¬ 

ing that this is an early impression from that die. 

From Stack's sale of April 1978, Lot 762. 

84 1854-S Type I. AU-55. Another lovely example of this issue, 

deep yellow gold with considerable lustre and traces of dark 

orange toning. Sharply struck with very choice surfaces, espe¬ 

cially in the context of this grade. 

From Stack’s sale of March 1973, Lot 74U. 

Choice Mint State 1854 Gold Dollar 

Small Indian Head 

85 1854 Type II. MS-64 (PCGS). A lovely example with soft, sat¬ 

iny yellow gold lustre; traces of olive patina are visible on ob¬ 

verse and reverse. Very minor surface marks include a thin 

hairline scratch in the left obverse field. The new and very 

scarce small Indian Head, often called the Indian Princess de¬ 

sign by James Barton Longacre, makes its debut. This design 

was only issued for three years from 1854 to 1856 with a total 

mintage well under two million coins. Examples are scarce in 

any grade and choice or gem Mint State coins are quite rare. 

The design was poorly laid out for coinage and most examples 

quickly wore down leaving few high grade survivors. Walter 

Breen suggested that under 16,000 coins survive for the type 

with many of these weak or in low grades, a large percentage 

also showing traces of solder or other indications of use in jew¬ 
elry. 

Extensive die rust is noted around the obverse border, through the leg¬ 

end. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg April 14, 1972. 

Another Choice 1854 Gold Dollar 

Type II 

86 1854 Type II. MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid example of this 

popular, short-lived design type, featuring frosty bright yellow 

gold lustre and very sharp design details. This must be consid¬ 

ered one of the finest of all certified MS-64 Type II gold dol¬ 

lars. This rare prize is deserving of an enthusiastic bid. 

Purchased from Rowe and Broiunlee, February 24, 1967. 

87 1854 Type II. AU-58. Sharply struck with considerable light 

yellow gold lustre, nearly complete. A very pleasing example of 

this initial Type II issue. 

Purchased from Paramount, August 10, 1971. 

88 1854 Type II. AU-55. Lustrous light yellow gold with pleasing 

surfaces. Slightly weak at the highest points of the Indian, typi¬ 

cal of this design. 

Purchased from George Gozan, February 28, 1967, via Aaron 

Feldman. 

89 1854 Type II. AU-55. Sharply struck with light greenish gold 

lustre and very faint pinkish orange toning. An attractive ex¬ 

ample with choice surfaces. 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff July 23, 1973. 

90 Pair of 1854 Type II gold dollars: Both graded AU-50 with 

nice lustre for the grade. (Total: 2 pieces) 
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Phenomenal Gem 1855 Gold Dollar 

Extraordinary Aesthetic Appeal 

91 1855 MS-65 (PCGS). One of the Philadelphia Mint highlights 

among the Bass Collection of gold dollars. This incredible coin 

combines brilliant, frosty yellow gold lustre with light pinkish 

orange peripheral toning. A few very minor surface abrasions 

are noted, only with the aid of magnification. Although not the 

highest numerical grade example certified, it is hard to imag¬ 

ine any with a higher degree of aesthetic appeal. V\ hen cata¬ 

logued for the 1975 ANA Sale, Superior Stamp & Coin Co. 

noted the quality of this coin: “An absolutely magnificent ex¬ 

ample of the popular Type II gold dollar. 1 his is the finest ex¬ 

ample of an 1855 gold dollar we have seen. Fully struck up in¬ 

cluding the date with full rich mint lustre and a delicate blend 

of orange toning. The surfaces are immaculate and this coin is 

worthy of a record bid.” 

From Superior's ANA Sale, August 1975, Lot 1312. 
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Choice Mint State 1855 Gold Dollar 

Sharply Struck 

92 1855 MS-64 (PCGS). Another wonderful Mint State example 

of this important type issue. Sharply struck in bright yellow 

gold with full frosty mint lustre. A faint trace of light orange 

toning is visible. The present offering of Mint State 1855 gold 

dollars presents an important opportunity to examine and bid 

on a selection of grades and quality. 

Light obverse and heavy reverse clash marks. 

From New Netherlands Coin Company’s sale of June 1967, Lot 

513. 

Another Choice Mint State 1855 Gold Dollar 

93 1855 MS-63 (PCGS). This lovely Mint State example is sharply 

struck and features frosty light yellow gold lustre. A few light 

hairlines and other very minor surface marks are noted, al¬ 

though not unexpected for the grade. Had we not just offered 

two higher grade examples, we would certainly suggest that 

this is among the most important Type II gold dollars we have 

recently offered. Indeed, in a typical high-grade collection, this 

present piece would be a landmark. 

Purchased from William Youngerman, January 25, 1973. 

Lovely Mint State 1855 Gold Dollar 

94 1855 MS-63 (PCGS). A very attractive example with brilliant 

frosty light yellow lustre. A few very minor surface marks are 

noted with only a faint reverse hairline standing out. Sharply 

struck with strong hair details and sharp definition among the 

top plumes of the headdress. Scarce in nice Mint State quality. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of June 1970, Lot 423. 

Lustrous 1855 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

95 1855 MS-63 (PCGS). Sharply struck with frosty bright yellow 

gold lustre and minimal surface marks. A highly attractive ex¬ 

ample for the date or type collector. A final opportunity to 

compete for a truly beautiful 1855 gold dollar at the MS-63I 

level. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. 

From Pine Tree Rare Coin Auctions’ sale of March 1974, Lot 22. 

A Final Mint State 1855 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

96 1855 MS-62 (PCGS). Wonderful bright yellow gold lustre with 

very slight impairments. From the aesthetic viewpoint, this has 

the appearance of a much higher grade. When the obverse is 

viewed from the 1:00 position, this has the appearance of a 

small sauce pan. An interesting striking variant, strictly as 

made and not affecting the grade in any way. 

Struck through a piece of lint or thread, with the associated depression in 

the coin confined to the central obverse device. Prominent clash marks are 

visible on both obverse and reverse. 

From Superior's ANA Sale, August 1975, Lot 1313. 

97 Pair of 1855 gold dollars: Both are graded AU-50 with some 

original mint lustre remaining. (Total: 2 pieces) 
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Elusive 1855-C Gold Dollar 

Probably Second Finest Known 

From the Harold S. Bareford Collection 

(2X photo) 

1855-C AU-58 (PCGS). Nearly full bright greenish yellow gold 

lustre with light planchet roughness, strictly as minted. Slightly 

reflective surfaces. A few very minor abrasions and hairlines 

are noted. Unusually sharp strike including a full, complete 

digit 8 in the date. This is an exceptional example and is listed 

as second finest known by Douglas Winter in his reference on 

Charlotte gold coinage. Winter noted that only seven or eight 

examples from the original mintage of 9,803 coins grade bet¬ 

ter than EF. He stated that this issue “is very difficult to find 

choice. Any strictly EF or better example is a legitimate rarity. 

Only one strictly Mint State coin is known.” 
Further, Walter Breen commented in his Encyclopedia 

“Untraced Uncirculated; prohibitively rare AU; Extremely rare 

EF, usually comes VF or worse with weak 8 and LL. The offer¬ 

ing of the present coin, therefore, is an extraordinary opportu¬ 

nity for the specialist. It is interesting to note that Harold 

Bareford was enamored by the strike exhibited, lor on his 

original collection envelope that accompanies this lot is the 

notation “numerous die lines or suction marks. Full struck 

date. The only 1855-C I have ever seen so.” 
In their catalogue of the Harold S. Bareford Collection, 

Stack’s noted: “Brilliant Uncirculated. Frosty mint bloom with 

delicate coppery overtones. The reverse, as usual, is better 

struck than the obverse but it is, by far, better than normally 

encountered. The clash marks are lightly in evidence. The 

planchet is excellent and overall it is a very attractive coin. The 

date is fully struck up. Of the four Mint State specimens re¬ 

corded by Akers, we’ve sold three of them. This is the best of 

all and it could probably be the ‘Finest Known.’ Ex David 

Bullowa, October 10, 1951." 

PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. 

The term “suction marks,” used by Harold Barefoid, teflected state of the 

art knowledge in the 1940s and 1950s. Indeed, in 1950 Milferd H. Bolender 

frequently the term in his book on early silver dollars 1794-1803. Over two 

decades earlier, M.L. Beistle, in his book on early half dollars, used the term 

akcidefect marks. Today, the term clash marks supercedes all of these. Simply 

stated, the expression refers to artifacts left on the die surfaces when ob¬ 

verse and reverse dies came together in the coining press without an inter¬ 

vening planchet. Certain details of the obverse die were transferred in mil- 

ror image to the reverse die, and vice versa. 

Three pairs of dies were shipped from Philadelphia, including obverses, as 

the earlier styles were no longer usable. Apparently, two obverse dies were 

employed and but a single reverse, that having the mintmark in a very small 

letter. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bareford Collection, December 197 S, Lot 

y() Formerly from David Bullowa, October 10, 1051. 

Outstanding 1855-C Gold Dollar 

99 1855-C AU-55 (PCGS). Another important example of this 

very rare issue, far finer than normally encountered [see com¬ 

ments above]. Considerable reflective lustre, in tact nearly full. 

Considerable planchet roughness is noted, as struck. A light 

vertical scratch is noted on the Indian. Typical weakness (nor¬ 

mally encountered on authentic pieces) includes flat hair de¬ 

tails, weak 8, and missing LL. 

PCGS Population: 4; 5 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Light reverse clash marks. 

From Abner Kreisberg’s sale of November 1972, Lot 1057. 

100 1855-C VF-35. A third example of this rare Charlotte Mint is¬ 

sue, this having deep orange-gold surfaces with typical surface 

roughness as normally encountered. The strike is actually 

slightly nicer than normally seen. A few very minor surface 

marks are noted. Overall, nicer than most survivors. 

Light obverse and heavy reverse clash marks. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, September 24, 1970. 

101 1855-C Net VF-25; sharpness of VF-35 with a slightly wavy 

planchet. A few minor surface imperfections are noted as well. 

Very sharplv struck for this issue with full 8 and LL. An impor¬ 

tant opportunity. This is the fourth (and final) 1855-C gold 

dollar in the present sale. Now one might be tempted to be¬ 

lieve that this is a plentiful issue, however, such is not the case. 

In the nine-year period from 1988 to 199/. only ~8 auction ap¬ 

pearances occurred, an average of less than eight per year. 1 he 

present sale does give collectors a choice of quality and ample 

opportunity to acquire an example. 

Light obverse and faint reverse clash marks. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24. 1967. 
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Lovely Mint State 1855-D Gold Dollar 

Extremely Rare Such 

Finest Certified 

Possibly Finest Known 

102 1855-D MS-62 (PCGS). An amazing example of this very rare is¬ 

sue, one of just 1,811 coins struck, the only Dahlonega Mint 

gold dollar of the small Indian Head design. Very sharply struck 

with reflective medium yellow gold and faint traces of pinkish 

orange toning. Although slightly weak hair details above the eye 

are noted, the strike is much better than usually seen. Extremely 

important is the strong date with full, sharp digit 8. 

Douglas Winter noted: “A high-grade example of this issue 

with above average eye appeal is almost unheard of.” In Gold 

Coins of the Dahlonega Mint, Winter also noted that an MS-62 

example, certified by PCGS, and residing in the North Georgia 

Collection was the only known Mint State example, that coin 

being plated in his book. The present example, another Mint 

State coin and also PCGS-certified MS-62, appears to have a 

nicer strike and probably qualifies as finest known. 

1 he specialist is advised to discard all conventional wisdom 

concerning price levels and to “go for it!" Otherwise, a gen¬ 

eration of collectors may come and go without a comparable 
opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Microscopic horizontal and diagonal striae are noted on both obverse 

and reverse. Heavy obverse and reverse clash marks. Dahlonega and Char¬ 

lotte gold dollars of this era have many interesting idiosyncrasies—these 

giving each issue a “personality" all its own. 

Purchased from Manfra, Tordella, and Brookes, December 10, 
1974. 
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Desirable 1855-D Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

103 1855-D AU-53 (PCGS). An attractive, sharply struck example of 

this very rare issue. Light greenish gold with choice surfaces and 

considerable lustre. Just 1,811 coins were struck, the sixth lowest 

mintage of any gold dollar issue. The other five include 1856-D, 

1860-D, 1861-D, 1875, and 1880. Douglas Winter noted: “The 

1855-D is the second rarest Dahlonega gold dollar and the rarest 

in high grades. It is very desirable as it combines genuine rarity in 

all grades with its status of being the only Type II gold dollar pro¬ 

duced at this mint.” Although, based on condition, this example 

is only in the middle of all survivors, based on surface quality and 

aesthetic appeal, this coin ranks near the top of the pack. 

Light obverse and heavy reverse clash marks. 

From Stack's sale of March 1973, Lot 744. 

Lustrous 1855-0 Gold Dollar 

Another Lovely 1855-0 Gold Dollar 

105 1855-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Very pleasing light yellow gold lustre 

with a whisper of faint orange. Very sharply struck, in lact, one 

of the sharpest strikes we have seen on a Type II gold dollar. 

An ideal candidate for a type set. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, July 23, 1970. 

Prooflike 1856-S Type II Gold Dollar 

Finest Certified 

106 1856-S Type II. MS-63 (PCGS). Repunched 6 in date. I bis va¬ 

riety was not recorded by Breen and we can't recall seeing this 

described in past literature. Fully prooflike bright yellow gold 

surfaces with few very minor abrasions or imperfections. Fx- 

tremely sharp strike with all obverse and reverse details boldly 

defined. The Normal S and Doubled S varieties are approxi¬ 

mately equal in rarity, both varieties being scarce, but neither 

is a major rarity. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Purchased from R.E. Wallace, April 25, 1978. 

Desirable Mint State 1856-S Gold Dollar 

Small Indian Head 

Type II 

(2X photo) 

104 1855-0 MS-60. A lovely example with slightly reflective green¬ 

ish gold lustre and considerable eye appeal. Very sharply 

struck with full hair details and sharp wreath details. This won¬ 

derful coin is one of only two branch Mint Tvpe II gold dollais 

that is reasonably attainable in Mint State, although someone 

having this on a want list may have to wait a year or two or 

three for a piece of this quality. 
Purchased from Bowers and Ruddy (talleries, February 15, 1973. 

107 1856-S Type II. MS-61 (PCGS). Normal 6 in date. Bright yel¬ 

low gold with above average design details. The obverse has 

frosty lustre and the reverse is prooflike. Highly attractive and 

quite desirable. The opportunity to bid on a single Mint State 

example of this issue seldom occurs. Offerings of more than 

one Mint State coin must be regarded as quite unusual. 

PCGS Population: 4; 5 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 24, 1971. 
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Lustrous 1856-S Gold Dollar 

Only Type II Issue of the Year 

(2.X photo) 

108 1856-S Type II. Breen-6045. Double S. AU-58 (PCGS). A won¬ 

derful example of this popular issue, the only Type II gold dol¬ 

lar issue minted in 1856 and the only coin of this design pro¬ 

duced in San Francisco. Adding to the overall interest is the 

prominent doubled mintmark. Slightly reflective bright yellow 

gold with nearly full mint lustre and extremely sharp design 
definition. 

The obverse has two sharp die cracks. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of February 1972, Lot 330. 

109 1856-S Type II. Breen-6045. Double S. EF-40. Sharply struck 

and attractive with minor surface marks. A pleasing candidate 

for the date, type, or variety collector. 

The obverse has two sharp die cracks. 

110 1856-S Type II. EF-40. Normal 6 in date. A delightful example 

with very pleasing light greenish gold surfaces. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of February 1972, Lot 329. 

Selection of Gold Dollars 

111 Selection of gold dollars from 1856 intermittently to 1874: ☆ 
1856 Upright 5 (2). MS-60 and EF-40 ☆ 1856 Slanting 5. (2). 

EF-45 and EF-40 ☆ 1857 (4). EF-45 (3) and another EF-40 ☆ 
1874 AU-55. LIBERTY on Headband (2) ☆ 1874 MS-60. Only 

L on Headband. Bent. Each pieces displays some original mint 

lustre. (Total: 11 pieces) 

Gem 1856 Gold Dollar 

Slanted 5 in Date 

113 1856 Type III. Slanted 5. Breen-6047. MS-63. Sharply struck 

with frosty deep yellow gold lustre. The surfaces are very 

nearly flawless, a lovely example. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, May 7, 1969. 

Extremely Rare 1856-D Gold Dollar 

Low Mintage of 1,460 Pieces 

A Dahlonega Mint Classic 

114 1856-D AU-55 (PCGS). Light greenish gold with considerable 

remaining lustre. Quite sharply struck with minimal surface 

abrasions. Some areas along the edge have flattened or miss¬ 

ing edge reeding. Just 1,460 coins were struck, among the low¬ 

est mintages of any gold dollar issue. The obverse has the let¬ 

ter LI almost missing, a characteristic of all genuine 1856-D 

gold dollars. 

At the time of mintage, no pieces were saved by numisma¬ 

tists. The coins slipped into circulation, and over a period of 

years most became lost. Today only a few dozen are believed 
to exist. 

The Philadelphia Mint shipped three pairs of 1856-D dies to Dahlonega 

on March 11, these being received on April 15, a transit time of three weeks. 

As had been the case in 1855, obverse dies were no longer usable from ear¬ 

lier times, as the design had changed. The reverse die known to have been 

employed has an upright 5 in the date; presumably the other two dies did as 

well, but this is not known. 

Only 1,460 1856-D gold dollars were minted, and most have long since 

disappeared. The number known can only be estimated, but may well be 

fewer than 20 to 30. by any standard, here is a major American rarity, and 

yet the 1856-D has received very little publicity. This may be its own fault, 

simply from the lack of available specimens in any grade coming onto the 

market. And. when they do, the typical piece, showing extensive wear, is not 

apt to cause a great deal of excitement to anyone except a specialist or a 

knowledgeable collector. Be that as it may, the 1856-D today is truly rare, 

but is usually available at a price less than the more often seen 1860-D and 

1861-D. (Ot course, the 1861-D has its own story to tell and cannot really be 

a part of this comparison). 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

(2X photo) 

112 1856 Type III. Slanted 5. Breen-6047. MS-65 (PCGS). A gem 

example with frosty bright yellow gold lustre. Although not 

fully struck, most details are quite sharp. A coin with wonder¬ 

ful aesthetic appeal. Debut of the large Indian head, the design 

that would finish the series in 1889. This is a rather plentiful 

issue, however, still scarce in gem condition and in demand by 

first year type collectors. 

Diagonal striae arc noted on the obverse, seemingly indicating a very early 

strike from this die. As a die was used, the striae or die finish lines tended to 

wear away. 

Purchased from George Stroup, February 29, 1972. 
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Wonderful Gem 1857 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

1857 MS-67 (PCGS). A superb example with bright and frosty 

yellow gold lustre and virtually flawless surfaces. This wonder¬ 

ful example has the crisp, brilliant appearance normally associ¬ 

ated with Mint State coins of the 1880s. Gem examples of this 

coinage issue are seldom encountered. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-68). 

Light clash marks on obverse and reverse. 

Purchased from Malcolm Varner, April 21, 1972. 

1857 MS-62. Sharply struck with attractive light yellow gold lus¬ 

tre. 
From Stack's sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 24. 

(2X photo) 

1857-C EF-45. Light greenish gold with considerable remain¬ 

ing lustre. Light planchet porosity is noted, apparently as 

struck. This example survives from an original mintage of 

13,280 coins. A scarce coin in any grade. Douglas Winter sug¬ 

gests that only 100 to 110 coins survive, with only 10 to 13 ex¬ 

amples better than EF-45. 
1857-C is important as the first Charlotte issue of the Type III design, 

none having been coined in 1856. By this time the demand for the gold dol¬ 

lar denomination must have been small, perhaps due to the pioliteiation ol 

pieces made in the same state by Bechtler. Whatever the indication, those 

depositing gold bullion called for higher denominations during this era, 

most often the half eagle. As it developed, no gold dollars were struck in 

1858 either. 
Among 1857-C gold dollars there are three die varieties, each of which has 

a significantly larger mintmark than seen on the next earliest issue, the 

1855-C. 

From Abe Kosoffs ANA Sale, August 1968, Lot 1447. 

1857-C Net VF-20; sharpness of EF-40, however, bent w'ith mi¬ 

nor rim marks. Light greenish gold surfaces. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

1688. 

Wonderful 1857-D Gold Dollar 

119 1857-D AU-58 (PCGS). A lovely example of this very scarce 

Dahlonega gold dollar, typical weakness being demonstrated 

on both sides, however, this is much sharper than often seen. 

Both obverse and reverse have full denticles with only those at 

the top reverse being weak. Nearly full lustre is retained with 

slight reflectivity. This example is among the very finest known 

with possibly only six or seven finer examples surviving. 

When offering this coin in 1985, Paramount provided very 

similar comments: “Extremely well struck for the issue: in fact, 

this is at least as sharp as any 1857-D we’ve seen. The planchet 

and lustre are also outstanding and the coin shows just a hint 

of friction in the fields and on the highest points of the design. 

Overall, this specimen is one of the best, if not the very best, 

1857-D gold dollars that we have ever seen or handled.” 

The mintage of the 1857-D was but 3,533 coins, sufficiently 

low to automatically create a rarity. Add to that the neglect by 

numismatists and others of Dahlonega Mint coins and factoi 

in the high grade of the present piece, and all elements com¬ 

bine to create another Dahlonega Mint classic. 

Light reverse clash marks with a thin die crack above the wreath. 

From Paramount's Auction 85 sale, July 1985. Lot 13/1. 

Second Desirable 1857-D Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

120 1857-D AU-58 (PCGS). Another exceptional example of this 

prized issue. Slightly weaker than the lot above, however, re¬ 

taining nearly full light greenish gold lustre. \ ery choice, 

nearly flawless, surfaces for the grade. The opportunity to bid 

on two exceptional examples of this rare issue very seldom oc¬ 

curs. 
Light reverse clash marks with a thin die crack above the wreath. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 
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Finest Certified 1857-S Gold Dollar 

Choice Mint State 

(2X photo) 

121 1857-S MS-63 (PCGS). This rarity displays exceptional deep 

yellow gold prooflike lustre with very few microscopic abra¬ 

sions. 1 his is almost certainly the finest known example 

among the few survivors from a mintage of just 10,000 coins. 

Sharply struck with superb aesthetic appeal. Only the fifth 

1857-S gold dollar certified Mint State by PCGS, and consider¬ 

ably underrated in today’s market. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. 

One of our methods used by the present cataloguer (Mark Borckardt) to 

determine if a particular date is fairly priced, underrated, or overrated is to 

determine how much money would be required to purchase the entire popu¬ 

lation of a given issue compared to others of the same design type. We quickly 

examined the Type III gold dollars from 1856 to 1862 based on PCGS popula¬ 

tion and Coin World Trends and discovered that this issue is fourth on the list 

of the most underrated. The following listing indicates these four (with total 

Trends value for the entire Mint State population) along with the single over¬ 

rated issue: 1856 Upright 5 ($16,300); 1860 ($32,415); 1857-C ($36,750); and 

1857-S ($38,500). Compare this to 1862 ($801,300)! 

From Mid-American’s sale of August 1991, Lot 616. 

122 1857-S AU-50. This scarce issue is seldom encountered in AU 

grade. Light yellow gold with sharp design details. An attrac¬ 

tive example. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 17, 1971. 

123 1857-S EF-40. Light greenish gold with minor surface depres¬ 

sions on the obverse. 

From Superior's sale of the Davenport Collection, February 1977, 
Lot 617. 

Lovely Proof 1858 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

than 20. Often a span of years will pass between our offering an example ii 

one of our sales. 

From Stack’s ANA Sale, August 1976, Lot 2733. This specimen 

was acc/uired by the Museum of Fine Arts many decades ago. 

125 1858/7 Breen-6055. MS-62. “Overdate.” Sharply struck with a 
few very minor surface marks, including a thin vertical scrape 

below the bust. 

Walter Breen described this variety as an 1858/7 overdate. If this is the 

coin he recorded from a “Texas private collection,” it is not an overdate. 

The small defects around the digit 8 are from clashed dies. 

Breen, in the assigning of the overdate descriptor to dies, Walter Breen of-J 

ten seemed to add a generous amount of wishful thinking and imagination. 

In general, we tend to be more conservative. This saves having to de-list vari- 

eties at a later date. Today, in 1999, the record, if examined carefully, shows* 

quite a few overdates that have fallen from grace, including the 1869/8 In¬ 

dian cent and the 1889/8 half dollar, to mention just two. Of course, when ai 
variety is indeed an overdate, then it is quite important. However, in the- 

gold series there do not seem to be quite as many overdates as are listed ini 

the Breen Encyclopedia. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of February 1972, Lot 331. 

Mint State 1858-D Gold Dollar 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

126 1858-D MS-62 (PCGS). Frostv light yellow gold with a trace of 

deeper yellow toning. A relatively sharp strike with light abra¬ 

sions. Microscopic striae provide for slightly reflective charac¬ 

teristics. Weakness is noted on the hair beneath the headband, 

the second and third feathers, and the digit 5 in the date. De¬ 

spite the relatively high population, this example was specifi¬ 

cally listed third in Douglas Winter’s Condition Census of 
1858-D gold dollars. 

PCGS Population: 5; 6 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Light clash marks. 

I he Philadelphia Mint shipped three pairs of 1858-D dies to Dahlonega in 

December 1857, these being received on January 6. Mintage amounted to 

3,477, but distribution had to have been different than with 1857-D, for to¬ 

day the 1858-D, while scarce in its own right, is significantly more available 

than its 1857-D counterpart. 

As such the presently offered Bass Collection 1858-D would be a good 

consideration not only for the specialist but, in a more expanded sense, for 

an interesting addition to a type set of U.S. coins by design—to illustrate the 

Type III motif. 

From Mid-American’s sale of August 1991, Lot 618. 

124 1858 Proof-64 (PCGS). A wonderful cameo Proof in brilliant 

greenish yellow gold. Sharply struck. Light hairlines and sur¬ 

face abrasions are noted but are only a minor inconvenience. 

A very pleasing example of this Proof rarity, one of only 10 to 

12 examples known. Walter Breen, in his Proof Encyclopedia, 

was only able to trace nine examples with the present coin not 

on the list. A few marks keep this from the Proof-65 category. 

This lovely piece, pleasing in appearance and extreme in rar¬ 

ity, is among the finest of only 10 or 12 pieces known. 

In 1858, Proof gold coins could be ordered singly from the Mint. There 

are no records as to how many were sold, but perhaps the figure is fewer 
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Scarce Mint State 1858-S Gold Dollar 

Finest Certified 

127 1858-S MS-63 (PCGS). Satiny orange-gold lustre with a few 

very minor hairlines and other imperfections. Sharply struck 

and quite attractive. David Akers noted that strictly Uncircu¬ 

lated examples of this issue are “all but nonexistent. Just 

10,000 coins were minted; Breen noted these are extremely 

rare in Mint State. The present coin is probably one of the fin¬ 

est known, even finer than the Eliasberg Collection AU-55 ex¬ 

ample. 
There are many treasures in the Bass Collection, many Con¬ 

dition Census and finest known pieces. However, among 

these, the present 1858-S must rank high in terms of true rarity 

that is not widely appreciated. This may be a once in a lifetime 

opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Reiterating earlier comments, population numbers may indicate duplicate 

submissions of the same piece. 

From Paramount’s Auction ’86 sale, July 1986, Lot 1853. 

Lovely Cameo Proof 1859 Gold Dollar 

128 1859 Proof-65 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold cameo Proof with 

deep mirrored fields and frosty devices. A delightful presenta¬ 

tion. A few minor hairlines and other defects are present, how¬ 

ever, these are quite minor. Extremely sharp impression with 

all details bold. Probably fewer than 20 Proofs of this date sur¬ 

vive. A fantastic gem, a highlight among 19th-century Piool 

gold coinage. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

From Abe Kosoff’s sale of the Julian Marks Collection, October 

1971, Lot 1599. 

129 1859 MS-62. Sharply struck with frosty deep yellow gold lustre. 

A few minor marks are noted, otherwise an attractive example. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, July 24, 1972. 

130 1859-C EF-45. Bright greenish gold surfaces with considerable 

remaining lustre. Tightly brushed at one time. Slight surface 

roughness is noted, as struck. Low mintage of 5,235 coins. 

Douglas Winter described this issue as a sleeper among 

Charlotte Mint gold dollars. The 1859-C is the swan song of 

the Charlotte Mint issuance of this denomination. 

Planchets were produced at the Charlotte Mint by casting gold into ingots, 

then running the ingots through a rolling mill, reducing the spacing be¬ 

tween the rollers several times until the acquired thinness was obtained. It 

would be interesting to study a number of Charlotte Mint gold dollars to see 

if any of the planchet defects are repetitive; that is, if they are found in the 

same pattern on more than one coin. If so, this would indicate rust or prob¬ 

lems on the steel rollers. Otherwise, the problems were probably mainh due 

to annealing and lamination. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

Wonderful 1859-D Gold Dollar 

Most Beautiful Known? 

131 1859-D MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant orange-gold with nearly full 

reflective lustre on the obverse; frosty reverse. Very sharply 

struck with superb surfaces for the grade. Light die polishing 

lines are visible on the reverse. This is possibly one of the 

sharpest 1859-D gold dollars in existence. Although this is 

the most common Type III gold dollar from the Georgia 

mint, very seldom are survivors located with as much aes¬ 

thetic appeal. A coin can have a high grading number but 

rank in the cellar in aesthetic appeal. The present coin has 

both and may be the “nicest” or “most beautiful” 1859-D gold 

dollar in existence. 

PCGS Population: 7; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Very light clash marks. 

Sometime after January 6, 1859, the Dahlonega Mint received a shipment 

containing two die pairs for use this year. Subsequently, 4,952 pieces weic 

struck. Every known 1859-D gold dollar is weakly struck, a hallmaik, of 

course, for the entire Dahlonega Mint run, but especially notable for this 

date. By way of reinforcement, we note that David Akers states: “A collector 

must be willing to accept one that is poorly struck since that is the onh \\a\ 

the 1859-D comes.” Probably 150 to 250 examples survive, making this fairly 

plentiful in terms of Dahlonega Mint gold dollars ol the I vpe 111 style, but 

on an absolute basis, especially in comparison to other United States coins 

of the era, it is still a rarity. 

Purchased from Joe Flynn, Sr. Coin Co., July > 1, 1973. 
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A Second Lovely 1859-D Gold Dollar 

132 1859-D AU-55 (PCGS). Light greenish gold with sharp design 

details and very pleasing surfaces. A small rim nick is noted at 
8:00 on the reverse. 

Light clash marks. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, February 1972, Lot 713. 

A Third 1859-D Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

133 1859-D AU-55 (PCGS). A third desirable example of this issue. 

Light greenish yellow gold. Not as sharply struck as the others 

in the present sale, however, still a very attractive example of 

this low-mintage issue. Just 4,952 coins were struck. A few light 

hairlines are noted, although the surfaces are very pleasing. 

Minor die polish lines are visible on the reverse. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 354. 

Important Mint State 1859-S Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

134 1859-S MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous brilliant yellow gold with very 

pleasing, choice surfaces. Only 15,000 were struck with very 

few survivors as nice as this example. In 1985, Paramount de¬ 

scribed this as the best example they had seen. We tend to 

agree with this assessment. We do not recall having previously 

handled a strictly Mint State example of this issue. Consider¬ 

ably scarcer than generally believed. 

PCGS Population: 3; 7 finer (MS-63 finest). 

From Paramount’s Auction ’85 sale, July 1985, Lot 1379. 

Lovely 1859-S Gold Dollar 

135 1859-S AU-58 (PCGS). Another important example of this ii 

sue with considerable remaining lustre and sharp design d< 

tails. Had we not just offered the previous higher quality e: 

ample, we would be tempted to offer this as one of the fine:-’ 

we recall handling. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

Gem Proof 1860 Gold Dollar Rarity 

Finest Certified 

(2X photo) 

136 1860 Proof-66 (PCGS). A delightful cameo Proof in ligh 

greenish gold. Sharply struck with deep mirrored fields ana 

highly lustrous devices. A few minor planchet imperfection: 

and minuscule abrasions are noted. An important opportunity 

for the connoisseur. 154 Proofs were minted, however, only a 

small portion of these survive today, perhaps fewer than 30 

coins. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Marks Collection, October 1971, Lot 
1600. 

Choice Mint State 1860 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

137 1860 MS-64. A highly lustrous brilliant yellow gold example of 

this low-mintage issue, one of 36,514 coins struck. We noted 

earlier under our commentary concerning the 1857-S gold dol¬ 

lar that the 1860 in Mint State is severely undervaluated and 

under appreciated. Be sure to bid accordingly. Boldly defined 

design details with very minor hairlines, otherwise, pristine 

surfaces. Superb aesthetic appeal; a candidate for the collector 

ol high quality gold dollars or type coins. 

I rom Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 1649. 
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Rare Mint State 1860-D Gold Dollar 
Probably Second Finest Known 

Dahlonega Mint Classic 

18 1860-D MS-61 (PCGS). Slightly reflective lustre showing rich 

yellow gold surfaces and only a few very minor abrasions, most 

notably a light scratch from eye to earlobe. Average strike with 

some weakness in the usual spots including the hair below 

headband, top of feathers, and date. The obverse and reverse 

borders are weak and show some roughness as struck. This 

coin is listed at the top of Douglas Winter’s Condition Census 

for the date, however, he notes he had not actually seen the 

coin. With a finer example graded by PCGS, this is probably 

second finest known for the issue, although the other piece 

should be examined side by side with the present one to deter¬ 

mine which has the finer combination of high grade plus aes¬ 

thetic appeal. 
Whenever gold dollars are discussed by date and mintmark, 

the 1860-D is a subject of conversation. Indeed, this is one of 

the great classics among Dahlonega issues. 

PCGS Population: 7; 1 finer (MS-63). 
The 1860-D has been very famous for a long time. Only one die variety is 

known, this from two pairs of dies shipped. Interestingly, the same obverse 

die was used the next year, to strike 1861-D gold dollars. All authentic 1860- 

D gold dollars are weakly struck in areas, including the U in UNITED. 

Planchets are of very poor quality. Thus, when seen, the 1860-D is the arche¬ 

type of a Dahlonega Mint issue-just what one would expect in terms of rus¬ 

ticity. 
The number known from the small original production of 1,566 can only 

be estimated, but is higher than the figure indicates, probably somewhere in 

the range of 50 to 100 pieces. For one reason or another, an aura has sur¬ 

rounded the 1860-D for a long time. Most probably this has to do with auc¬ 

tion catalogue descriptions and other notations in print (it might be an in¬ 

teresting exercise for someone to review historical auction catalogues and 

see how the 1860-D compares with the rarer and almost ignored 1857-D) 
Notwithstanding the preceding, the piece is indeed a classic, and probably 

will always remain that way. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1972, Lot 507. 

Important Mint State 1860-S Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

139 1860-S MS-63 (PCGS). Light pinkish yellow gold lustre with 

minor surface marks, none serious. Very sharp obverse details, 

not as sharp reverse definition. Although only 13,000 were 

minted, this issue is not as rare as earlier San Francisco Mint 

gold dollars. Still scarce, however. 

PCGS Population: 5: none finer. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 1, 1972. 

Another Mint State 1860-S Gold Dollar 

140 1860-S MS-60. Bright yellow gold lustre with minimal surface 

marks, although a small patch of brush marks in the left ob¬ 

verse field must be mentioned. Considerable aesthetic appeal 

makes up for this impairment. 
Purchased from Robert Hughes, August 24, PCS. 

141 1860-S AU-55. Sharply struck with deep yellow gold lustre. Mi¬ 

nor brush marks are noted. An attractive example ol this west¬ 

ern issue. 
From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

1712. 

142 1860-S AU-53. A final example with considerable light yellow 

gold lustre and pleasing surfaces. The opportunity to hid on 

four different 1860-S gold dollars at one time is very impor¬ 

tant. This is your last chance to fill this hole in your cabinet. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, May 3, 19/3. Formerly 

from the Murrell Collection. 
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(2X photo) 

1861 MS-64. A lovely example with bright and frosty yellow 

gold lustre. Very minor planchet roughness is noted, as struck. 

Generally very sharp design definition although IC on the ob¬ 

verse and 86 on the reverse are weak. The surfaces are virtually 

flawless, a pristine example for the date or type collector. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. 

From Stack’s sale of October 1971, Lot 701. 

(2X photo) 

1861 MS-64. Another lovely Mint State example with frosty 

light yellow lustre. A few minor abrasions are in the right ob¬ 

verse field as well as on the reverse. Very sharply struck. The 
reverse is rotated 180°. 

Moderate obverse and reverse clash marks with a bulge at TE in STATES. 

Purchased from Joe Flynn Rare Coins, March 6, 1978. 

145 1861 MS-63. A delightful example with frosty bright yello" 

gold lustre and few minor abrasions. Sharply struck. 

Heavy obverse and reverse clash marks. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

146 1861 MS-62. Satiny medium gold lustre with minute surfac 

roughness. 

Heavy obverse and reverse clash marks. 

Purchased from Mike Brownlee, April 17, 1967. 

147 1861 MS-62. Lustrous orange-gold with minor abrasions. At 

attractive choice for the date or type collector. 

Heavy obverse and reverse clash marks. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lo 

1650. 

148 1861 MS-62. Lustrous light yellow gold with minor surface 

marks. 

Heaviest clash marks of any 1861 gold dollar in the current sale. Promil 

nent bulge at lower obverse. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, July 24, 1972. 
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Amazing Mint State 1861-D Gold Dollar 

Unknown Mintage 

Struck under Confederate Authority 

149 1861-D MS-62 (PCGS). Truly an issue of the Confed¬ 

eracy and should be collected as such. This example is 

bright greenish gold with full frosty lustre. Strike typi¬ 

cal of all known examples, UN and ICA on obverse 

are weak. In fact, the U in UNITED is almost entirely 

invisible. The reverse periphery is quite weak opposite 

these letters. A few very minor surface imperfections 

are noted, however, the overall quality is much higher 

than most. A small number of Mint State coins are 

known with this example being among the top four in 

the Condition Census. All 1861-D gold dollars, with 

an estimated mintage of 1,000 to 1,500 coins, were 

struck after Confederate authorities seized the facility 

in April 1861. They were inexperienced in minting 

processes and produced low-quality coinage. And still 

this coin has considerable aesthetic appeal. Another 

great treasure from the Bass Collection. 

PCGS Population: 1; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Light reverse clash marks. 

Of all gold coins in the American series, we can not think of a 

single issue that has more history and romance than the 1861-D 

gold dollar. Its story, recounted in the introduction to the present 

Dahlonega Mint gold coin offering, is marvelous to contemplate. 

In reiteration and slight expansion, two pairs of dies were sent to 

Dahlonega on December 10, 1860, without realizing that Georgia 

would be seceding from the Union within the month. The pack¬ 

age arrived on January 7, and following instructions from the gov¬ 

ernor of Georgia, troops seized the mint. What happened after 

that time is not known, as no records are known to have survived. 

Apparently a small quantity of gold bullion was on hand, or per¬ 

haps some deposits were made. In any event, dies for the 1861-D 

were put into a coining press, and some pieces were run off. As 

there had been no 1861-D coinage prior to the occupation of the 

mint by Georgia forces, de facto all 1861-D gold dollars are really 

1861-D Confederates States of America gold dollars. The pieces 

are believed to have been struck in April (Doug Winter suggests 

May), the same month that Confederate troops took over from 

their brethren, the troops of Georgia. How many pieces were 

struck? No one knows. Guesses have ranged from a few dozen to a 

few hundred to over 1,000. David Akers gives his estimate as 

1,200 to 1,500 pieces. The present catalogue is comfortable with a 

comment such as “in the 1,000 range. Perhaps 30 to 60 speci¬ 

mens are known of the 1861-D gold dollar, possibly from a mint¬ 

age even below 1,000, as the numismatic significance of the 1861- 

D was known at a fairly early date, and such pieces may have been 

saved at a time when other gold dollars were not. 

The presently offered coin, significantly finer than the beautiful 

AU-55 we offered last year in the Columbia Collection, will be a 

centerpiece in the cabinet of its fortunate next ownei. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 
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150 1862 MS-64. Frosty light yellow gold abounds. A wonderful 

example with extraordinary design details and superb surfaces 

for the grade. Only a few very faint hairlines keep this out of 

the gem classification. 

After December 28, 1861, the Treasury Department stopped paying out 

gold coins at par. Later, such pieces could be obtained, but only by paying a 

substantial premium for them in terms of Legal Tender or other federal 

“greenback" notes. Today, in 1999, a fair number of Mint State 1862 gold 

dollars survive. While the circumstances of issue are not known, it may be 

the case that in the 1862 year, when widespread hoarding of coins became 

endemic in the Eastern and Midwestern sections of the country, there was a 

rush to buy gold dollars from the Treasury Department, paying the afore¬ 

mentioned premium. No doubt there was some psychological comfort in 

having coins of gold in an era in which paper money showed signs of becom¬ 

ing king. As circumstances developed, it was not until December 17, 1878 

that, de facto, greenbacks, silver dollars, and gold dollars were on a par with 

each other, this being about two weeks in advance of the date for same as 

mandated for Congress, January 1, 1879. 

At that latter time, in late 1878, long-stored gold coins came forth from 

Treasury vaults. We are not certain that included large quantities of gold 

dollars, but probably at least some were released. From that time onward, 

although such pieces were supposed to trade at par, and higher denomina¬ 

tion gold coins did. contemporary records reveal that there was a slight pre¬ 

mium typically paid to bank cashiers and others when gold dollars were pur¬ 

chased. As such, they became a mini-speculation. As subsequent quantities 

of gold dollars were struck, 1879 through 1889, they seem to have been re¬ 

leased through banks, but again the banks, whose personnel were wise to 

market considerations, often demanded and got a small premium. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

151 1862 MS-63. Another delightful example of this Civil War is¬ 

sue, this having brilliant frosty yellow gold lustre. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, April 17, 1967. 

152 1862 MS-62. Frosty light yellow gold lustre with minor hair¬ 

lines. Considerable aesthetic appeal. 

From New Netherlands Coin Company's 61st Sale, June 1970, Lot 
440. 

Lovely Mint State 1863 Gold Dollar 

From Proof Dies 

(2X photo) 

153 1863 MS-63 (PCGS). Prooflike. Highly attractive satiny yellow 

gold lustre, deeply reflective on the reverse. A few minor sur¬ 

face marks are visible, along with lint marks as struck. Consid¬ 

erable striae are noted as well. Sharply struck from dies de¬ 

scribed by Walter Breen as used for Proofs and for businessi 

strikes. This example has die polish below the ear, a character¬ 

istic that Breen noted for Proofs. Although we consider this ai 

business strike, we suggest that each prospective bidder come1 

to his or her own conclusion. This issue marks the beginning; 

of a series of scarce Civil War and post-Civil War issues. Just: 

6,200 business strikes and 50 Proofs were minted. 

Gold dollars of the years from 1863 through and including 1878, except¬ 

ing 1873 and 1874, range from scarce to rare. In particular the dates of the1 

mid 1860s were considered to be rarities years ago, and numismatists de¬ 

sired them with great fervor. Pieces that came to market typically showed 

wear and graded EF or AU. Only occasionally was a Mint State piece found. 

Today in 1999, the concept of foundational rarity is overlooked by buyers, 

who instead concentrate on high grading numbers. For many buyers, par¬ 

ticularly newcomers to the hobby, a common date gold dollar with some 

extraordinary number attached to it would be more desirable to own than a 

truly rare gold dollar—such as a Charlotte or Dahlonega piece or, for that 

matter, an 1863—in ALT grade or low Mint State. We suspect that in the long 

term foundational rarity will again come to the forefront, and the purchaser 

of an item such as this 1863 gold dollar will particularly and comfortably 

enjoy its ownership. 

Purchased from Rarcoa. July 24, 1972. 

Another Mint State 1863 Gold Dollar 

Business Strike Dies 

(2X photo) 

154 1863 MS-62 (PCGS). This wonderful Mint State example dis¬ 

plays satiny light yellow gold lustre. Numerous minor abra¬ 

sions as expected for the grade. Sharply struck. From dies de¬ 

scribed by Breen as used for business strikes with the date po¬ 

sitioned farther left than on the previous lot. An important of¬ 

fering for the specialist. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 
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Rare Mint State 1864 Gold Dollar 

Late Die State 

Lustrous Mint State 1865 Gold Dollar 

Important Pedigree 

155 1864 MS-63. Brilliant, frosty yellow gold lustre with sharp de¬ 

sign details and minor surface marks. A scarce Civil War busi¬ 

ness strike, seldom offered on the market. Late die state which 

Breen stated is quite rare. 

Obverse cracked from the border between AT to the first feather. 

In 1864 just 5,950 business strike gold dollars were made. As noted ear¬ 

lier, these were not paid out at par at the time, and thus there was no de¬ 

mand for them for use in circulation. Rather, the pieces were probably 

struck and stored or, in some instances, were made available as souvenirs by 

those who cared to pay a premium. Later, after 1889, most were melted. 

From Stack’s sale of March 1973, Lot 768. 

156 1864 MS-62. Sharply struck with prooflike light greenish gold 

fields and lustrous devices. Light hairlines and minor surface 

marks are noted, along with light striae. 

Light rust marks are noted on the Indian’s cheek. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, December 20, 1972. 

157 1864 AU-58 (PCGS). Light orange-gold with a trace of green. 

Moderately abraded surfaces. A scarce issue, another speci¬ 

men remaining from just 5,950 business strikes minted. 

Light clash marks. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

Prooflike Mint State 1865 Gold Dollar 

158 1865 MS-65 (PCGS). A highly attractive example of this rare 

date with full prooflike obverse and reverse fields. The devices 

are frosty with considerable cameo contrast. A few minor hair¬ 

lines are noted, including a small area just below the ends of 

the branches. Possibly struck as a Proof, however, 1 toofs and 

business strikes are from the same pair of dies and distinguish¬ 

ing one from the other can be quite difficult. Offered by 

Stack’s in 1973 as “Brilliant Proof,” and we have no particular 

quarrel with this-we invite prospective bidders to form their 

own opinion and take their choice. 

John Dannreuther is intently and intensely studying the gold dollar series 

and plans to write a book on the subject. No doubt when published, infor¬ 

mation will be available that is not widely known now. In particular, minute 

die varieties will be discussed, and new conclusions will be drawn that arc m 

many instances different from conventional wisdom. 

From Stack’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 

1970. 

(2X photo) 

159 1865 MS-65 (PCGS). A lovely Mint State 1865 gold dollar with 

satiny bright yellow gold lustre. Unquestionably a business 

strike and a delightful example at that. This Civil War issue 

certainly has very few% if any, peers. A small depression at the 

first L in DOLLAR may be a result of clashed dies rather than 

later impairment. This point on the reverse approximately 

lines up with the earlobe on the obverse. 

Moderate obverse and reverse clash marks. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 

48. Formerly from B. Max Mehl ’s sales of the W illiam A. Knapp 

Collection, March 1945, Lot 886, and the Will W. Neil Collection, 

June 17, 1947, Lot 2314. 

Another Mint State 1865 Gold Dollar 

160 1865 MS-62 (PCGS). Light yellow gold with reflective lustre 

and moderate abrasions, none serious, however. Sharply 

struck. The present offering of high quality 1865 gold dollars 

provides the date collector or specialist with ample opportu¬ 

nity to acquire a nice example. 

Perfect dies. 

The offering of Mint State 1865 gold dollars in the present sale is no 

doubt unprecedented. We haven't checked each and every auction listing 

throughout history, but from memory we can recall nothing similar. The 

production this year was just 3,700 business strikes, most of which have dis¬ 

appeared. Today, only a few hundred pieces exist. 

From Paramount ’s sale of the Davies and Niewoehner Collections, 

February 1975, Lot 464. 

161 1865 AU-58. Sharply struck with reflective light yellow gold 

surfaces. Minor hairlines and other imperfections are noted, 

including a small planchet flake on the obverse below ER. Pos¬ 

sibly struck as a Proof. 
From Stack’s sale of the Forrest Collection, September 1972, Lot 51. 

162 1865 AU-55. Considerable greenish yellow satin lustre with 

minor surface marks as expected. Light pinkish toning adds to 

the overall aesthetic appeal. 
From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

1655. 
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Rare Proof 1866 Gold Dollar 

Just 30 Examples Minted 

163 1866 Proof-63 (PCGS). A glittering Proof of light yellow gold 

with considerable cameo contrast. Minor hairlines and other 

small abrasions are expected for the grade. A few nearly hori¬ 

zontal die lines are visible at the top of the obverse. Just 30 

Proofs were minted with perhaps half that number surviving 

today. Walter Breen noted in his Encyclopedia that Proofs have 

the top of the wreath joined while business strikes have the 

wreath separated. In the present sale, however, both the cur¬ 

rently offered Proof and the business strike in the next lot 

have the wreath joined at top. 

Whether or not the tips of the wreath are joined or separated has nothing 

to do with a change in the design or even a slight variation. Rather, the mas¬ 

ter die had the wreath tips joined. If impressed to less than its deepest ex¬ 

tent into the working die, certain low-relief features on the master die would 

not be transferred to the working die, and the wreath might appear open on 

such a working die. Alternatively, a working die that was deeply impressed 

by the master die and which had the tips joined, could have the tips later 

separated if it was relapped, that process causing the grinding away of lower 

relief features. It is seen in the latter instance that a given die could exist in 

two different states—with tips joined and with tips separate, if the die was 

relapped after some use. These same general comments can be extended to 

the $3 gold series as well, that denomination having a similar reverse design. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, October 5, 1967. 

Gem Mint State 1866 Gold Dollar 

Incredible Beauty, Incredible Rarity 

Lovely Mint State 1867 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

165 1867 MS-64 (PCGS). Prooflike light orange-gold with moder¬ 

ate cameo contrast, a delightful business strike. Minor abra¬ 

sions and hairlines are noted along with diagonal striae. This is 

a very scarce issue, one of just 5,200 business strikes minted. 

From Superior’s sale of the Gilhousen Collection, February 1973, 

Lot 58. 

Another Mint State 1867 Gold Dollar 

166 1867 MS-63. Brilliant reflective deep yellow gold with lustrous 

devices. Very similar to the previous lot with light hairlines and 

abrasions, along with diagonal striae. An important offering 

providing specialists with a choice. The opportunity to bid on 

multiple examples of the many rare dates in the gold dollar 

series occurs very infrequently. The present sale, for example, 

has four different 1867 gold dollars, a situation almost un¬ 

heard of. 

Obverse and reverse clash marks. 

From Paramount’s Auction '79 sale, July 1979, Lot 205. 

167 1867 MS-60. A third Mint State 1867 gold dollar, this example 

with reflective prooflike surfaces. Numerous hairlines are 

mixed with striae, these features almost indistinguishable. 

Moderate clash marks. 

Purchased from Joe Flynn, Sr. Coin Co., December 13, 1972. 

(2X photo) 

164 1866 MS-67 (PCGS). A lovely gem example with fully prooflike 

orange-gold fields, lustrous devices, and considerable cameo 

contrast. This is a very scarce issue, one of just 7,100 business 

strikes produced, if this is a business strike. According to 

Walter Breen, this gem is from the Proof reverse die with top 

of wreath joined. We feel that it is a business strike issue al¬ 

though others may feel differently. In either scenario, the im¬ 

portance of this offering cannot be overstated. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, September 23, 1972. 

168 1867 AU-55. Sharply struck in light greenish yellow gold, 

lightly cleaned at one time. 

Moderate obverse and reverse clash marks. 

Purchased from Roiue and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 
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Choice Proof 1868 Gold Dollar Another Choice Mint State 1868 Gold Dollar 

Just 25 Proofs Minted 

(2X photo) 

69 1868 Proof-63 (PCGS). A wonderful light yellow gold Proof 

with sharp design details and moderate cameo contrast. A few 

light hairlines are noted. Medallic die alignment, the reverse is 

rotated 180°. This is one of just 25 Proofs minted, with less 

than 20 surviving today. An important opportunity for the spe¬ 

cialist. 

Top portion of the wreath shows considerable polished die surface. 

Purchased from Strauss Coin Co., December 13, 1971. 

Gem Mint State 1868 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

170 1868 MS-65 (PCGS). A superb example of this scarce low-mint- 

age issue, surviving from an original production of just 10,500 

business strikes. Satiny bright yellow gold lustre with cameo 

contrast between fields and devices. A delightful example with 

considerable aesthetic appeal. A splash of coppery orange ton¬ 

ing is noted on the reverse. 
From Paramount's Auction '85 sale, July 1985. Lot 1 388. 

Lovely Mint State 1868 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

171 1868 MS-64 (PCGS). Sharply struck with lustrous bright yellow 

gold surfaces, frosty in nature. A few minor hairlines and 

other imperfections are noted, however, none of these arc se¬ 

rious. A wonderful example of this scarce issue. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

1658. 

(2X photo) 

172 1868 MS-63. A pleasing example with subdued reflective yel¬ 

low gold fields and frosty devices. Quite attractive despite 

moderate abrasions. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, July 24, 1972. 

Desirable Proof 1869 Gold Dollar 

25 Proofs Minted 

173 1869 Proof-64 (PCGS). An attractive cameo Proof with or¬ 

ange-gold surfaces. Minor surface marks and hairlines are 

noted, and mentioned for accuracy. Just 25 Proofs were struck 

on February 19, 1869, with 5,900 business strikes minted four 

days earlier. 

PCGS Population: 6; none finer. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, July 24, 1972. 

Gem Mint State 1869 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

174 1869 MS-67 (PCGS). A wonderful brilliant and frosty yellow 

gold dollar. Sharply struck with considerable aesthetic appeal. 

Quality-wise certainly one of the highlights of the present of¬ 

fering of gold dollars from the Bass Collection. 

PCGS Population: 8; none finer. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, May 7. 1969. 
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Lovely Mint State 1870 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

175 1870 MS-67 (PCGS). A very scarce issue, one of just 6,300 busi¬ 

ness strikes minted. Highly lustrous bright yellow gold with vir¬ 

tually flawless surfaces. A few light die lines are visible on the 

reverse. Very slightly recut 0 in date. 

From Stack’s sale of October 1971, Lot 710. 

176 1870 MS-63 PL. Reflective prooflike surfaces with numerous 

hairlines“and other scattered marks. Very sharply struck and 

quite attractive despite the surface impairments. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1972, Lot 519. 

177 1870 MS-62. A third Mint State 1870 gold dollar, this sale fea¬ 

tures one multiple after another. This example is sharply 

struck with frosty medium yellow surfaces and very few minor 

impairments. An attractive type coin. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

Important Mint State 1870-S Gold Dollar 

Lowest San Francisco Mintage 

(2X photo) 

178 1870-S MS-62 (PCGS). Satiny lustre with very light yellow gold 

surfaces. Minor abrasions and hairlines are noted. This is an 

aesthetically pleasing example. A rarity among coins of this 

denomination with the lowest mintage of any gold dollar emit¬ 

ted from the San Francisco Mint. Just 3,000 were struck with 

perhaps 40 to 50 survivors remaining today, according to 

Walter Breen. Of course, he suggested that some additional 

examples exist in the form of jewelry coins. This example is 

certainly among the very finest of all survivors. 

Walter Breen reports that two earlier dies for the 1870 coinage were sent 

to San Francisco in December 1869 from the Philadelphia Mint (where all 

dies, including those for branch mints, were made), but inadvertently lacked 

the S mintmark. Subsequently, two more reverse dies, these with the appro¬ 

priate S mintmark, were shipped from Philadelphia and received in San 

Francisco on May 28. 

In addition to its other attributes, the 1870-S is remarkable and interesting 

as the only mintmark variety in the gold dollar series after 1861. 

From our sale of the Marks Collection, November 1972, Lot 979. 

Rare Business Strike 1871 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

179 1871 MS-64. Nearly fully prooflike with light cameo contrast. 

Minor hairlines and surface marks are noted. 

Although sharply struck and resembling a Proof at first glance, this rare 

gold dollar (mintage: 3,900) has die characteristics normally associated with 

business strikes. These include die file lines at DOL on the reverse. A diago¬ 

nal die line through O of DOLLAR is noted on the next lot as well. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of February 1972, Lot 720. 

Another Choice Mint State 1871 Gold Dollar 

From the Miles Collection 

180 1871 MS-64. Brilliant, frosty yellow gold lustre with sharp de¬ 

sign details and considerable eye appeal. Certainly among the 

finest of survivors of this low-mintage date. In 1968, Stack’s 

described this as “a lovely First Strike.” 

From Stack ’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 60. 

Rare Mint State 1872 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

181 1872 MS-63 (PCGS). Light yellow gold with prooflike fields 

and cameo devices. A business strike, in our opinion, despite 

the appearance of a Proof at first glance. This is one of just 

3,500 minted. 

From Superior’s sale of the Gilhousen Collection, February 1973, 

Lot 65. 
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182 1872 MS-60. Light yellow gold with considerable reflective lus¬ 

tre. An attractive example of this scarce issue. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

187 1873 Open 3. MS-63. Brilliant yellow gold with reflective, 

prooflike surfaces. A few minor surface marks and planchet 

imperfections keep this out of the gem classification. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of October 1969, Lot 3ft 7. 

Mint State 1873 Gold Dollar 

Closed 3 in Date 

183 1873 Closed 3. MS-60. An attractive Mint State example of this 

rarity. Light greenish gold with minor hairlines, probably once 

cleaned. The gold dollars of this variety have the digit 3 com¬ 

pletely closed, with the upper and lower loops joined. This is a 

very rare variety with just 1,800 business strikes (Walter 

Breen’s estimate) minted before the new Open 3 date logo¬ 

type was placed in use. 
From Superior’s sale of the Ruby Collection, February 1974, Lot 

1687. 

184 1873 Closed 3. AU-58 (PCGS). Light cameo contrast with re¬ 

flective prooflike fields. Sharply struck and quite attractive. 

Minor hairlines and other abrasions keep this out of the 

higher numeric grades. A long vertical die line is noted on the 

Indian’s neck. 
From Stack’s sale of December 1972, Lot 523. 

185 1873 Closed 3. AU-58 (PCGS). A very attractive example with 

fully frosty, bright yellow gold lustre. A few very minor 

scratches and hairlines are noted. An unprecedented third 

1873 Closed 3 gold dollar. When was the last time that hap¬ 

pened? 
From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 45. 

186 1873 Open 3. MS-64. This and the next few lots provide a brief 

intermission between two long series of scarce and rate gold 

dollar issues beginning again in 1875. Of course, with a mint¬ 

age of just 123,300 coins, the 1873 Open 3 gold dollar is not 

exactly a common date. Brilliant light yellow satin lustre with 

few very minor hairlines. A lovely coin for the date oi type col¬ 

lector; one for the connoisseur. 

From Stack’s ANA Sale, August 1971, Lot 1931. 

188 Trio of 1873 Open 3 gold dollars: All are graded MS-62 with 

pleasing yellow gold lustre. (Total: 3 pieces) 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967 

189 1874 MS-64. With a mintage of 198,800 coins, this is the high¬ 

est mintage of any issue from 1863 to the end of the denomi¬ 

nation in 1889. Rich deep lustrous yellow gold lustre with con¬ 

siderable aesthetic appeal. 

Light obverse and reverse dash marks. 

In 1873-1874 the Treasury Department contemplated paying out silver 

■ and gold coins once again, and some silver coins were paid out beginning in 

the former year. It could have been that fairly large quantities of gold dollars 

were minted in 1873 and 1874 to provide for this procedure. However, 

while silver dollars were paid out in small numbers at the time (not in sub¬ 

stantial quantities until April 20, 1876), gold coins remained sequestered 

until 1878. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

1664. 

190 1874 MS-63. Another desirable Mint State example with light 

yellow gold lustre. 
Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

191 1874 MS-63. Light yellow gold with slight reflective prooflike 

lustre providing moderate cameo contrast. Most delightful. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of September 1967, Lot 287. Obtained 

as a Proof, this is an exceptionally deceptive early strike, doubtless 

very rare. 

192 1874 MS-63. A lovely gold dollar with brilliant, frosty light yel¬ 

low gold lustre. A few very minor imperfections are noted in 

the surface, however, this example has considerable aesthetic 

appeal. 
Purchased from Malcolm Varner, June 13, 1973. 

193 Pair of Mint State 1874 gold dollars: ☆ MS-62 PL. Brilliant. 

Only LI shows in LIBERTY ☆ MS-62. Brilliant and lustrous. 

Full LIBERTY on headband. (Total: 2 pieces) 
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Extraordinary 1875 Gold Dollar 

Prooflike Mint State 

Rarest Philadelphia Mint Gold Dollar 

An American Classic 

(2X photo) 

194 1875 MS-65 (PCGS). A fully prooflike gem in orange-gold with 

considerable cameo contrast. Very few minor surface imper¬ 

fections are only visible with magnification, and most of these 

are tiny planchet flakes as minted. Very sharply struck and ex¬ 

tremely attractive. This is an old friend which we sold to Harry 

Bass over 26 years ago. This is an important year for gold coin¬ 

age, the various coining facilities concentrating on the large 

double eagles. The amazing offering of a duplicate specimen 

in the following lot provides the opportunity for an expanded 

discussion of this landmark date. 

PCGS Population: 6; 1 finer (MS-66). 

Purchased from Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, February 28, 1973. 

Prooflike 1875 Gold Dollar 

Just 400 Minted 

A Key to the Series 

195 1875 MS-65 (PCGS). Production of gold dollars in 1875 was 

limited to just 400 business strikes and an additional 20 Proofs. 

This light greenish gold jewel has fully mirrored fields and lus¬ 

trous devices. An attractive cameo. Although, in the past, most 

business strikes have been sold as rare Proofs, these business 

strikes are more plentiful. Of course, with a mintage of just 

400 coins, even business strikes are important rarities. Walter 

Breen suggested that business strikes outnumber Proofs by a 

margin of two to one. If this is correct, there are only 30 to 40 

business strikes in existence and 15 to 20 Proofs. These esti¬ 

mates seem about right. The table below illustrates the busi¬ 

ness strike gold production for the year. In addition, 20 Proofs 

were struck at Philadelphia for each denomination. 
A small spine, or thorn, down from the Indian’s chin positively identifies 

this as a business strike, this per long-published conventional wisdom. 

Denomination $1 $3 $2.50 $5 $1 $2 

Philadelphia 400 0 400 200 100 295,740 

Carson City 0 0 0 1 1,828 7,715 111,151 

San Francisco 0 0 11,600 9,000 0 1,230,000 

From Paramount's Auction '85 sale, July 1985, Lot 1397. 

Choice Proof 1876 Gold Dollar 

Only 45 Proofs Minted 

(2X photo) 

196 1876 Proof-64 (PCGS). A delightful cameo Proof with deep 

reflective fields. Lustrous devices display bright yellow gold. 

All design details are sharp and the surfaces show very minor 

imperfections as struck. This is a very rare issue in Proof qual¬ 

ity with 30 to 35 survivors. Business strikes are also quite rare. 

However, the entire issue resides in the shadow of the 1875 

coins and therefore is rather underrated. 

A short die line through the right base of the first A in AMERICA almost 

reaches M and is diagnostic of Proofs, according to Walter Breen. 

Purchased from Strauss Coin Co., December 13, 1971. 

197 1876 MS-64. A lovely prooflike business strike with consider¬ 

able cameo contrast. From a different obverse die than the 

Proof without the die line through the base of A toward M. 

Sharply struck with considerable aesthetic appeal. The sur¬ 

faces are very nearly flawless. Just 3,200 were struck, of which 

probably no more than several hundred survive in various 

grades. 

From Superior's sale of the Cilhousen Collection, February 1973, 

Lot 70. 

198 1876 MS-63 PL. We have categorized this as a business strike 

even though it is from the obverse die Breen attributed to 

Proofs. Full prooflike surface with lustrous, cameo devices. A 

very attractive example regardless of how it was struck. We 

suggest prospective bidders examine this choice gold dollar 

and make their own determination. In time, the forthcoming 

book on gold dollars by John Dannreuther will no doubt illu¬ 

mine the situation. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, Febntary 24, 1967. 

199 1876 MS-63. An exquisite jewel with satiny bright yellow gold 

lustre and only a trace of reflective surfaces. Unquestionably a 

business strike. 

From Harmer-Rooke’s sale of December 1969, Lot 377. 

200 1876 MS-62. An attractive bright yellow gold example with 

frosty lustre and a touch of very pale orange toning. 
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Superb 1877 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

201 1877 MS-66 (PCGS). Amazing quality for the grade level. 

Lovely bright orange-gold lustre, reflective fields with frosty 

cameo devices. The business strike mintage this year contin¬ 

ued at the low-production trend, and only 3,900 were struck. 

This was two years before gold dollars became a popular item 

for hoarding. Thus, only a few high grade Mint State pieces 

have. 
From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

1668. 

202 1877 MS-63. Another bright yellow gold coin with reflective 

light greenish gold lustre. An aesthetic treat, a coin for the 

connoisseur. 

203 1877 MS-62 PL. A further lovely example with reflective lustre 

and a few minor marks. 

From Superior's sale of December 1972, Lot 1875. 

204 1877 MS-62. Reflective light yellow gold with minor surface 

marks. Another desirable example of this scarce low-mintage 

issue. 
From Stack’s sale of May 1971, Lot 1201. 

205 1878 MS-64. A delightful example of this scarce issue, one of 

just 3,000 struck. Frosty bright yellow gold lustre with very 

choice surfaces. Light die lines fill the interior spaces of the fi¬ 

nal 8. Last year of the really rare business strike gold dollars. 

Purchased from Strauss Coin Co., December 13, 1971. 

206 1878 MS-62. Reflective brilliant yellow gold with very minoi 

surface marks. A lovely example with very minor hairlines and 

other abrasions. Final digit 8 filled with minuscule die lines. 

Purchased from Strauss Coin Co., December 13, 1971. 

207 1878 MS-60. A third opportunity to acquire a nice Mint State 

example of this scarce issue. Sharply struck with lightly reflec¬ 

tive surfaces. Final digit 8 filled as previously. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

(2X photo) 

208 1879 MS-64 (PCGS). A wonderful gold dollar with fully reflec¬ 

tive obverse fields and lustrous devices, the reverse having 

frosty light yellow gold lustre. A scarce issue with just 3,000 

struck. Ever popular due to the low mintage, although not a 

great rarity today. 

Beginning in 1879, gold dollars became a very popular speculation with 

the general public. At the same time, in late autumn of the year, trade dol¬ 

lars were also widely sought for investment purposes. While the trade dollar 

“bubble” petered out in 1980, gold dollars remained popular through the 

late 1880s. In some instances, customers of banks would place orders to be 

transmitted to the Treasury Department to obtain quantities, this procedure 

said to have been followed by T. Harrison Garrett and/or others involved 

with the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad for the gold dollar dates 1879-1881. 

Documentation is scarce, and theories are abundant, so we may never know 

the exact truth. However, dealers were fond of calling the attention of col¬ 

lectors to die low mintages of the era (see note under Lot 235), this being 

particularly true of the silver denominations, but to an extent including gold 

dollars as well. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

209 1879 MS-64. Another delightful Mint State example, this hav¬ 

ing brilliant, frosty light yellow gold lustre. Sharply struck and 

with very few minuscule abrasions. Ever popular due to the 

enticingly low business strike mintage figure of 3,000 pieces. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, July 24, 1972. 
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Choice Proof 1880 Gold Dollar 

Just 36 Struck 

(2X photo) 

210 1880 Proof-64 (PCGS). A glittering jewel with sharp design 

details and bright yellow gold Proof surfaces. A few very minor 

hairlines and surface abrasions keep this out of the gem cat¬ 

egory. Two small coppery orange spots are noted on the re¬ 

verse. Just 36 Proofs were struck with 20 coined on February 

14 and the other 16 late in September, according to Mint 

records reported by Walter Breen in bis Complete Encyclopedia. 

This lovely coin begins an offering of eight individual 1880 

gold dollars. At least this one example is a Proof with the bal¬ 

ance being either frosty or prooflike business strikes. We will 

make our best attempt at distinguishing between the methods 

of manufacture. Walter Breen noted in his Proof Encyclopedia: 

“The coins of this date are enough to give a conscientious cata¬ 

loguer or authenticator nightmares, ulcer attacks, and prema¬ 

ture gray hair. Proofs and many business strikes come from 

the same dies, and most of the extant business strikes come 

from brilliantly polished dies on polished blanks!” 

PCGS Population: 6; 1 finer (Proof-65). 

Walter Breen noted the following die characteristics for Proofs: No die 

file marks at ATES, upper (horizontal) serif of 1 (in denomination) below 

adjacent leaf tip, wreath tips join. 

This example meets these criteria as do four other examples to follow, in¬ 

cluding both examples with frosty lustre and mirrored prooflike surfaces. 

Therefore, all we can deduce from Breen’s descriptions is that if an example 

does not match all of these characteristics, it is not a Proof. 

Determination between Proofs and prooflike business strikes becomes a 

matter of examination of strike, surface quality, and other traits common to 

all Proof coins. 

From Stack’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 
1997. 

Gem Mint State 1880 Gold Dollar 

Frosty Lustre 

(2X photo) 

211 1880 MS-65. A lovely gem with sharp design details and bril¬ 

liant, frosty mint lustre. Virtually pristine surfaces with the 

same die characteristics described by Breen for Proofs. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

Superb Mint State 1880 Gold Dollar 

Frosty Mint Lustre 

(2X photo) 

212 1880 MS-65. A wonderful, lustrous example with brilliant yel¬ 

low gold surfaces. Minuscule surface abrasions are noted 

along with small splashes of coppery orange toning. From 

Breen’s Proof dies. 

From Superior’s sale of the Ruby Collection, February 1974, Lot 

1696. 

Gem 1880 Gold Dollar 

Proof Dies 

Frosty Lustre 

213 1880 MS-65. A superb example with brilliant and frosty yellow’ 

gold lustre and some splashes of coppery orange toning. 

Nearly flawless surfaces with considerable aesthetic appeal. 

From Breen’s Proof dies yet unquestionably a business strike. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, August 23, 1973. 

214 1880 MS-64 PL. A lovely bright yellow gold cameo gold dollar 

with deep mirrored fields and highly lustrous devices. A proof¬ 

like business strike, based on Walter Breen’s analysis, even 

though this looks just like the Proof offered as Lot 210. The 

obverse has die file lines through ATES, clearly suggesting 

business strike status. A small sliver of dark toning is present 

on the reverse rim at 1:00. 

Again we note that much research has yet to be published concerning 

Proofs vis-a-vis business strikes in the gold series. The present Bass Collec¬ 

tion catalogue contains much hitherto unpublished information, and the 

forthcoming volume by John Dannreuther will take a seven-league stride in 

this direction. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of June 1972, Lot 354. 

215 1880 MS-64 PL. Fully prooflike bright yellow’ gold surfaces 

with lustrous, cameo devices. A few very minor surface impair¬ 

ments are noted including a dark spot behind the lower hair 

curls. From the same dies as described by Breen for Proofs, 

however, we do not believe this example actually is a Proof. 

Certainly, each individual bidder should arrive at his or her 

own conclusion. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, July 24, 1972. 
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16 1880 MS-64 PL. A wonderful prooflike cameo with sharp de¬ 

sign details struck in bright yellow7 gold. A coin of considerable 

aesthetic appeal. With the die file lines through ATES com¬ 

mon to business strikes of this issue. The fields are not quite as 

deeply mirrored as on others in the present offering. 

Purchased from Se Ro Coins, Inc., May 15, 1971. 

17 1880 MS-62. A pleasing example with satiny, reflective surfaces 

and light pink and lilac toning. Quite attractive despite a few 

minor hairlines and other abrasions. 

Purchased from Se Ro Coins, Inc., May 15, 1971. 

Superb Mint State 1881 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

18 1881 MS-67 (PCGS). This superb gem has satiny, reflective lus¬ 

tre with pristine surfaces. Highly lustrous bright yellow gold 

with very sharp design details. Certainly one of the finest survi¬ 

vors from a mintage of just 7,620 coins. .Although several ex¬ 

amples of this issue are offered in the present sale, all of the 

1881 gold dollars appear to be unquestionable business 

strikes, but we certainly invite any interested bidders to a 

"Proof price” if they disagree! 
From Abe Kosoff’s sale of the Julian Marks Collection, October 

1971, Lot 1605. 

Gem Mint State 1881 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

220 1881 MS-66 (PCGS). Sharply struck with brilliant, satiny yellow 

gold lustre; very slightly reflective in nature. Another wonder¬ 

ful example with virtually perfect surfaces. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of June 1970, Lot 637. 

Frosty Gem 1881 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

221 1881 MS-65. Brilliant yellow gold with frosty mint lustre and 

only a few very minor surface abrasions. A lovely, high-quality 

example. 
From Superior’s sale of the Gilhousen Collection, February 1973, 

Lot 82. 

Lustrous Gem 1881 Gold Dollar 222 1881 MS-64. Sharply struck with reflective, almost prooflike, 

yellow gold surfaces. A very pleasing example. 

Purchased from Strauss Coin Co., December 13, 19/1. 

223 1881 MS-63 PL. Bright yellow gold, very slightly subdued on 

the reverse. Reflective prooflike lustre adds to the overall ap¬ 

peal of this choice coin. 
From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 70. 

Gem Mint State 1882 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

49 1881 MS-67 (PCGS). An incredible gem with brilliant, frosty 

orange-gold lustre and surfaces that define perfection. Very 

faint hairlines on the cheek keep this out of the superb gem 

classification. 
From Abner Kreisberg’s sale of November 1972, Lot 1071. 

224 1882 MS-65. Very sharply struck with frosty brilliant yellow 

gold lustre and considerable vivid orange toning, primarily on 

the obverse. Pristine surfaces. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1907. 
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225 1882 MS-64. Satiny yellow gold lustre with very choice sur¬ 

faces. A delightful example with very minor hairlines and 

other abrasions. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, July 24, 1972. 

226 1882 MS-63 PL. Prooflike deep yellow gold surfaces with mi¬ 

nor hairlines and other surface marks, none serious although a 

small scrape is noted left of the date. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

1673. (2X photo) 

Lovely Proof 1883 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

227 1883 Proof-64. Pedigreed to the Garrett Collection, part of a 

set of gold Proofs of this year. When Stack’s offered this coin 

in 1976, the cataloguer stated simply: “Brilliant Proof, a lovely 

specimen struck in deep yellow' gold. Very few appearances in 

the past ten years." Today in 1999, the same comment is ap¬ 

propriate—although, of course, the 10-year period in question 
is different. 

From Stack's Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 481. 

Gem Mint State 1883 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

228 1883 MS-65. Sharply struck with reflective, satiny yellow gold 

lustre. An attractive business strike with pristine surfaces. Bor¬ 

ders are slightly granular as usually seen on business strikes. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1967, Lot 397. 

229 1883 MS-64. Light orange-gold with soft frosty lustre. A fe 

minor hairlines are visible on the reverse. The borders ha 

the typical granular appearance of business strikes. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, L 
1675. 

(2X photo) 

230 1883 MS-64. Brilliant, frosty light yellow gold lustre with shai 

design details. A few very' minor abrasions are noted. The be 

ders are clean, without the roughness seen on some exampli 

of this issue. 

Light reverse clash marks. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 21, 1971. 

(2X photo) 

231 1883 MS-64. Satiny light yellow gold with sharp design detai 

and few very minor imperfections. 

From lapped dies with considerable detail polished away. Only the L < 

LIBERTY is visible, for instance. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, Febntary 1, 1972. 

232 1883 MS-63. Moderately reflective light yellow gold with m 

nor hairlines and other imperfections, including plancht 

striations on the obverse. This latter characteristic was a resu 

of the minting process. 

From Stack's sale of February 1972, Lot 609. 
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*3 1883 MS-62. Light yellow gold with reflective surfaces. Minor 

hairlines and other imperfections are noted. 

Lapped obverse and reverse dies. 

From Stack's sale of May 1972, Lot 1583. 

Choice Proof 1884 Gold Dollar 

Repunched Date 

(2X photo) 

14 1884 Proof-66 (PCGS). The date is sharply repunched with the 

original date placement slanting sharply up to the right, the 

original digit 1 almost 50% below the final placement. Breen 

described this, in his Complete Encyclopedia, as a Proof-only vari¬ 

ety. 

PCGS Population: 6; none finer. 

.Although Walter Breen described this variety with sharply doubled date as 

only known in Proof, the present sale has two other examples, both frosty 

Mint State coins. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Marks Collection, October 1971, Lot 

1607. 

Gem Mint State 1884 Gold Dollar 

Repunched Date 

(2X photo) 

135 1884 MS-65. Reflective, satiny bright yellow gold lustre with 

pristine surfaces and considerable eye appeal. An example ol 

the repunched date variety that Walter Breen considered to be 

Proof only, however, this example is not a Proof, in out opin¬ 

ion. 
In 1884 Ebenezer Locke Mason, Jr., one of several dealers in the active 

community in Philadelphia, published on several occasions that no business 

strikes would be produced this year, and that the entire mintage would be 

limited to Proofs. During the same era he was quite cognizant of the low 

published mintage figures of certain other coins, and for his customers and 

for investors made up sets of low-mintage dimes, quarters, and half dollars. 

The Mint was very cozy with information it gave out in advance (prior to the 

publication of the Annual Report of the Director of the Mint ), and many mis¬ 

leading statements reached the ears of collectors and dealers. This was in 

the twilight time of Mint fooling around, which seems to have begun in a sig¬ 

nificant way in late spring 1859. and the administration of James Ross 

Snowden, and to have ended by summer 1885. In the meantime, official 

information disseminated by the Mint, including by James Ross Snowden, 

Archibald Loudon Snowden, William E. Dubois, Dr. Henry R. Lindeiman, 

and Patterson Dubois is laced with lies, omissions, and misleading informa¬ 

tion. 
In particular, W.E. Dubois, an accomplished writer and high-level numis¬ 

matist, is viewed as being particularly deceptive, as what he committed to 

print was often true and often contained information not hitherto known. 

However, it also contained deliberate falsehoods, not identified as such. 

All of this is of no particular concern today except to scholars, as few care 

whether or not mintage figures were absolutely accurate, or whether re¬ 

strikes were made, or whether certain insiders at the Mint obtained special 

pieces that were not available to the general public. Today, coins are most 

often considered on their availability—how many exist in a different grade 

and format. However, we find it interesting to explore the past and to sort 

out, as best we can, nuances in the comments of Mint officials and favored 

outsiders (the latter including William K. Idler and John W. Haseltine in 

particular). By the way, the same sort of thing still continues. We recently 

read a column by David L. Ganz in which he stated that this past summer 12 

gold strikings of Sacagawea dollars were produced and sent aboard the 

Space Shuttle in July. As of the time the present catalogue is being written, 

collectors have no way of obtaining these unless they pay a hefty price to a 

lucky recipient. The most honest, direct action of the Mint would be to 

make such new gold coins available to any and all comers at a modest price. 

But, we digress. Back to our listing of remarkable gold dollars... 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 1, 1972. 

236 1884 MS-64. Brilliant satiny yellow gold with a slightly proof¬ 

like appearance. An attractive business strike example. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. 

From Abner Kreisberg’s sale of November 1972, Lot 1074. 

237 1884 MS-63 PL. A lovely example of Breen’s repunched date 

variety, with considerable prooflike lustre, a business strike in 

our opinion, but considered by other experts to be fully Proof. 

Catalogued by Superior in 1973 as: “Only 1,006 pieces struck 

in Proof condition. Tiny planchet flaw below Liberty s chin. 

Brilliant Proof.” We take no firm stand on this, and invite bid¬ 

ders to classify the issue as they wish. 
From Superior's sale of the Gilhousen Collection, February 19/3, 

Lot 86. 

238 1884 MS-63. Another example of Breen’s repunched date vari¬ 

ety, this having reflective satiny surfaces and minor abrasions. 

From Stack's sale oj DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 585. 

239 1884 MS-63. Sharply struck in bright yellow gold with reflec¬ 

tive surfaces and minor imperfections. A lovely coin with con¬ 

siderable eye appeal. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 50. 

240 1884 MS-63. Deep yellow gold with reflective, satiny lustre. 

Very sharply struck. The reverse has a toning spot at 10:00 

with a few tiny scratches. Repunched date variety. 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff, July 23, 1973. 

241 1884 MS-62. Reflective bright yellow gold with minor hairlines 

and abrasions. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, November 15, 1967. 
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Gem Mint State 1885 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

242 1885 MS-65. This lovely prooilike business strike has lightly 

reflective mirrored fields and lustrous bright yellow devices. 

Pleasing surfaces with wonderful aesthetic appeal. 

The obverse has a die crack from the top of Liberty’s forehead to D in 

UNITED. A bulge in the field is located above this crack. 

From Stack's sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 
2006. 

(2X photo) 

243 1885 MS-64. Reflective bright yellow gold surfaces with minor 

abrasions. Sharply struck and attractive. 

From Stack's sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 386. 

Gem Mint State 1886 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

247 1886 MS-66 (PCGS). Superb satiny yellow gold lustre wit 

sharp design details and superb aesthetic appeal. An impoi 

tant business strike example. Over the years we seem to haw 

had relatively few business strikes of the 1886 date. Perhapj 

they were not as subject to speculative interest as the others, a 

perhaps there is some other explanation. 

PCGS Population: 8; 1 finer (MS-67). 

Light reverse clash marks including those from LIBERTY at the datf 

which gives the appearance that the date has been recut. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 75. 

248 1886 MS-64. Sharply struck with brilliant, satiny yellow golj 

lustre. A few minor abrasions are noted, none serious. A ven 

pleasing example. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

249 1886 MS-63 PL. Reflective greenish gold with traces of orang- 

lustre. Minor hairlines and other surface abrasions are de 
tected. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lo 
1678. 

244 1885 MS-63. Brilliant yellow gold with a few minor imperfec¬ 

tions, including a small scratch along the reverse border. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1967, Lot 398. 

245 Pair of 1885 gold dollars. Both are graded MS-62 with strong 

mint lustre. (Total: 2 pieces) 

250 1886 MS-63. Pleasing light yellow gold lustre with satiny reflec 

five surfaces. A few very small splashes of coppery orange ton 

ing are noted. 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff July 23, 1973. 

Gem Proof 1887 Gold Dollar 

Desirable Proof 1886 Gold Dollar 

(2X photo) 

246 1886 Proof-65 (PCGS). This sharply struck choice Proof has 

deeply mirrored fields and lustrous light yellow gold devices, a 

wonderful cameo. Clearly a Proof with wavy surfaces normally 

associated with 19th-century Proof gold. 

From Stack’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 

2007. 

(2X photo) 

251 1887 Proof-65 (PCGS). A lovely cameo Proof with bright yel 

low gold mirrored fields and lighter, cameo devices. Slightl) 

wavy (or w'atery), fields; this characteristic common to Proofs 
of the era. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 
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1 1887 MS-64. Frosty orange-gold with very minor imperfec¬ 

tions. Sharply struck with brilliant lustre. An attractive ex¬ 

ample of the date. 
Purchased from Dan Brown, October 18, 1966. 

1 1887 MS-64. A choice example of this issue, with orange-gold 

lustre. The surfaces are quite pleasing. 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff July 23, 1973. 

Gem Mint State 1888 Gold Dollar 

4 1888 MS-65. A superb example, boldly struck with amazing 

frosty orange-gold lustre. The surfaces are very nearly flawless. 

A delightful example, a coin for the connoisseur. 

From Abe Kosoff's sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

1680 

5 1888 MS-64. Reflective light greenish gold surfaces with a few 

very minor hairlines and other abrasions. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Marks Collection, October 1971, Lot 

1612. 

>6 1888 MS-63. Brilliant and frosty pale yellow gold lustre with a 

few minor contact marks expected for the grade. A pleasing 

example. 
Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

»7 1888 MS-62. Frosty light yellow gold lustre with minor hair¬ 

lines and other imperfections. A desirable example. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, August 23, 1973. 

258 1889 MS-64. Final year of the gold dollar denomination. Very 

sharply struck with frosty bright yellow gold lustre. A few mi¬ 

nor surface marks away from gem quality. Minor splashes of 

coppery orange toning especially noted on the reverse. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, February 24, 1967. 

259 1889 MS-64. Sharply struck with brilliant yellow gold lustre, 

frosty in appearance. A wonderful example destined to be¬ 

come part of a choice to gem date or type collection. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. 

Purchased from Superior, April 11, 1973. 

260 1889 MS-63. A final example of the final year of issue, thus 

bringing the present offering of gold dollars to an end. 

Sharply struck with frosty light yellow gold and minimal sui- 

face abrasions. 
This concludes what no doubt is the most remarkable offer¬ 

ing of gold dollars in the history of American numismatics. 

Opportunities exist for the connoisseur and specialist to select 

rarities and landmark coins, for the type set collector to ac¬ 

quire high grade conditions of the three major designs, and 

for the average interested buyer to contemplate our descrip¬ 

tions and select upon this coin or that coin with a special ap- 

peal—whether it be rarity of grade, or fascination of die variety, 

or association with history. 

Purchased from Edwin Shapiro, April 7, 1969. 
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QUARTER EAGLES 
1796 Onward 

The Bass Collection Quarter Eagles 

A Memorable Offering 

The present sale showcases gold $2.50 quarter eagles from 

1796 to the 20th century. The early issues, 1796-1833, are du¬ 

plicates—uniformly of outstanding quality—from the collection 

retained by the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation. The 

Classic Head and Liberty Head dates and varieties represent 

the finest business strikes obtained by Harry Bass during three 

decades of collecting, less a few pieces retained by the Foun¬ 

dation for its type set. Many outstanding Proofs are also in¬ 

cluded in the present sale, although the primary offering of 

Proofs will be in the forthcoming Part III sale. 

The present offering will be long remembered as the finest, 

most comprehensive offering of business strike Classic Head 

and Liberty Head quarter eagles ever to cross the auction 

block. With the later addition of certain rare Proofs in Part III 

(examples being 1863 and 1875), the listings will form an im¬ 

portant part of numismatic literature. 

The History of the Quarter Eagle 
The first $2.50 gold pieces, or quarter eagles, bear the date 

1796, these following the introduction of the $5 and $10 denomi¬ 

nations the year before, 1795. For many years afterward 1796 the 

quarter eagle was the smallest denomination federal gold coin, a 

status it enjoyed until the advent of the gold dollar in 1849. 

In America in the late 18th and early 19th centuries, most 

domestic commerce was conducted by credit, drafts, and cur¬ 

rency. Gold coins seem to have played a relatively minor part, 

especially in districts away from the larger cities. .Although for¬ 

eign commerce was dominated by silver coins, especially Span- 

ish-American eight-real “dollars,” much trade, especially with 

Europe, was conducted with gold coins. Gold $10 eagles were 

the export coins of choice 1794-1804, but after that date, when 

$10 mintage was suspended (not to resume until 1838), the $5 

became the largest gold coin of the realm. These were produced 

to the extent of many hundreds of thousands of coins. 

Quarter eagles were betwixt and between. Too small for 

convenient use in the maritime and export trade, and not 

needed for everyday domestic transactions normally serviced 

by silver coins or paper obligations, the quarter eagle denomi¬ 

nation was made intermittently and only in small quantities. 

Thus, we have coinage from 1796 to 1798 and again from 1803 

to 1808, followed by a long hiatus until 1821. During the lat¬ 

ter decade, coinage was continuous. Finally, in the 1829 the 

quarter eagle hit its stride. From that time until early in the 

20th century, examples were struck each year. In some years 

the production was generous. In others it dropped to only a 

few thousand coins, or even less. 

Finally, in 1929, quarter eagles were struck for the last time. 

By that year quarter eagles were not regularly seen in circula¬ 

tion, and all were considered to be somewhat scarce. In 19.1? 

1934, when President Franklin Delano Roosevelt issued 

mandate that the public turn in gold coins to banks and to t 

Treasury Department, all quarter eagles were exempt from t: 

edict on the grounds that they all had numismatic value. N« 

ertheless, untold quantities went to the melting pot. 

Numismatic Notes 
Quarter eagles were made in several major design type 

Front row center in numismatic interest are the 1796 witho 

obverse stars and the 1808, as both are of designs that we 

produced only in their respective years. The formation o# 

complete type set of the seven major quarter eagle designs 

do-able, but a challenge is mounted by the aforementione 

pair of rarities. 

Quarter eagles form a very pleasing denomination to collet 

They are small enough to be “cute” and cameo-like, and y 

large enough to study the interesting design details that mat 

possess. 

Moreover, the series has as many challenges as any in Arne 

can numismatics. Many dates and mintmarks are plentif 

enough if VF or EF in grade, but are world-class rarities if M 

60 or finer. Nearly all of the early issues 1796-1834 fit into th 

category. Later, for a whole string of dates in the 1860s ar 

1870s, choice and gem business strikes are harder to find th? 

Proofs—and the Proofs themselves are great rarities. 

Charlotte and Dahlonega coins, discussed at some length ; 

our introduction to gold dollars, are all scarce, and some ai 

major rarities. All C- and D-mint quarter eagles are exceeding 

important if in a grade such as AU or Mint State. New Orleai 

coins are among those often made in fairly large quantities, bi 

as lew if any collectors bothered to save them, they are gre; 

rarities in high grades today. The same can be said for near 

all of the San Francisco Mint quarter eagles, first minted i 

1854 and last in 1879. 

No important collection of quarter eagles was ever forme 

in a short time. However, with patience—and some good fo 

tune (such as the opportunities provided by our sale of th 

Bass Collection coins)—a beautiful cabinet can be gathered. 

Type I 

1796 Capped Bust Right, No Stars 

It is believed—based upon estimates published by Waite 

Breen—that only 963 examples were struck of the first qua 

ter eagle. Interestingly, these were of a stand-alone design, 

motif that would be discontinued after these 963 coins le 

the press. Within these 983 there are two die varieties—tw 

different reverse dies differing from each other only t 

minute details. 

Believed to have been designed by Robert Scot, the 179 

quarter eagle features the capped head (“bust”) of Miss Lil 

erty facing right. The field is plain, save for the date 179 

below the bust. 

The reverse is of the Heraldic Eagle design similar to tin 
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■d on gold and silver denominations of the 1800 era. 

apted from the Great Seal of the United States, the center 

)df depicts an eagle with a shield on its breast, holding an 

ve branch and arrows in its talons, and in its beak a ribbon 

cribed E PLURIBUS UNUM. A galaxy of stars is above, with 

rroup of clouds in an arc extending from one wing to the 

ler. The inscription UNITED STATES OF AMERICA sur- 

mds. There is no mark indicating the denomination. 

3f the 963 pieces believed to have been minted, it has been 

imated by David Akers, a student of the subject, that per- 

ps as many as 30 to 40 survive today, although other esti- 

ttes have been lower, even in the range of 15 to 20 pieces, 

d others have challenged the 100 mark. Irrespective of 

ich estimate you choose, the 1796 quarter eagle is famous 

one of the most elusive and one of the most sought-after 

rly American gold coins. Most extant specimens are in 

tides from Very Fine to Extremely Fine, although a few 

rher condition examples exist. Curiously, the starless obverse 

Id and the cameo-like effect it gave to the portrait of Miss 

□erty resulted in an inordinate number of these pieces being 

ed as jewelry. Thus, today it is not unusual to find examples 

it once had loops attached to the edge or which have been 

rnished. Complicating the ease of evaluating and comparing 

tings of quarter eagles of this design is the general practice 

grade these pieces liberally, and also the high rate of 

submissions to grading services. Under the latter procedure, 

lalf dozen listings in population reports might represent 

ily one different coin. The aspect of the unknown has always 

qued the imagination of numismatists. With the 1796 no- 

irs quarter eagle—more than for any other design type in the 

■nomination—there are unanswered questions as to how 

any exist and how the grades of extant pieces ate distributed. 

Type II 

1796-1807 Capped Bust Right, With Stars 

Following the abbreviated production of only an estimated 

>3 1796 quarter eagles without obverse stars, the motif was 

odifted to add stars in the field to the left and the right of the 

;ad. New dies were used (rather than adding stars to the 

iverse die already employed). The reverse continued the 

eraldic Eagle design adopted from the Great Seal. 

While it is popular to assign all With Stars quarter eagles 

inted from 1796 to 1807 under the heading of a single type, 

would be more accurate to have multiple designations within 

iis range. The number of stars and their placement vaiy from 

me to issue. 1796 quarter eagles with stars have eight stars to 

le left and eight to the right, for a total of 16, while quai ti i 

igles of the years 1797 through 1807 have 13 stars arranged 

i various ways. 1797 quarter eagles have seven stars to the left 

id six to the right, while 1798 quarter eagles have six to the 

ft and seven to the right. 1802/1 quarter eagles have eight 

ft and five right. I he year 1806 comes in two vaiieties, eight 

ft and five right as well as seven left and six light. 

Relevant to the subject of types the reverse has not been 

msidered thus far in this narrative, but, for starters, there are 

varieties with 13 reverse stars as well as varieties with IT 

Doubtless it is the case that the 14-star reverse, well known fot 

its use in 1804, was a diecutting anomaly or oversight, not an 

intended design revision. 

However, increasing the number of 1706-1807 starred ob¬ 

verse types from one to at least six would have the unfortunate 

effect that a type set of American gold coins would be more 

difficult than ever to finish! As it is, the numismatic community 

seems satisfied with the status quo. 

Taking all of the quarter eagles with obverse stars, 1796-1807, 

as a whole, the mintage amounted to 18,524, a paltry amount 

when it is considered that this includes different years and va¬ 

rieties. Thus, it is no wonder that each and every one of these 

coins is considered a rarity today, with the 1807 being the least 

difficult to locate, but still worthy of the rarity designation. 

While a few Uncirculated examples are known of scattered 

dates, most quarter eagles known within this span grade from 

Very Fine to Extremely Fine, with Very Fine being the norm. 

In keeping with other gold coins, mint-caused planchet adjust¬ 

ment marks are often seen as are areas of light striking. 

Type III 

1808 Capped Bust Left 

In 1808 John Reich redesigned the quarter eagle. In the pre¬ 

vious year he had restyled the motif for the half dollar, creat¬ 

ing what numismatists of a later generation would call the 

Capped Bust design. Now it was the quarter eagle s turn. 

The diameter remained the same as earlier, 20mm, but the 

obverse and reverse motifs were changed. Miss Liberty now 

faces left, wearing a loose cloth cap secured by a band in¬ 

scribed LIBERTY. Seven stars are to the left and six are to the 

right, and the date 1808 appears below. 

The reverse depicts an eagle perched on an olive branch and 

holding three arrows. The motto E I’Ll RIBUS UNUM is on a 

band or ribbon above. The inscription UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA and the denomination 2 1/2 D are around the border. 

The denomination is stated for the first time on a quarter eagle. 

The mintage figure of 2,710 on its own would suggest an 

item of great numismatic desire, but the demand for the coin 

as the only year of its design type has projected it into the first 

rank of popular rarities among American gold coins. It is be¬ 

lieved that perhaps a few dozen exist, nearly all of which are in 

the grades of Veiy Fine or Extremely Fine, although at least 

two Uncirculated coins can be accounted for. 

After 1808, quarter eagle mintage was suspended. It was not 

until many years later, in 1821, that the denomination was 

again struck, at which time a modified design was used. 

Type III 

1821-1827 Capped Head to Left 

18.5mm Diameter 

In 1821 quarter eagles were again struck. The diametei was 

reduced from the 20mm standard used 1796-1808 to just 
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18.5mm. The design features the Capped Head by John Reich, 

but now in smaller size, with modifications to the cap, Miss 

Liberty’s neckline, and other features. Stars encircle the por¬ 

trait except for the date area. 

The reverse is similar to that of 1808 by John Reich, with a 

perched eagle, the motto E PLLJRIBUS UNUM above, and 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and 2 1/2 D. at the border. 

Both types have a motif similar to that used in 1808, except 

that the portrait of Miss Liberty appears smaller and is circled 

by stars. This general style was continued in use through 1834. 

Mintages in all instances were low, with the production of one 

variety, the 1826, estimated at just 760 pieces. The business 

strike mintage 1821-1834 totaled 42,065, and perhaps 100 to 

150 Proofs were struck. During the entire production period of 

this design, such coins did not circulate at par, but traded at a 

slight premium. While many coins were exported and melted 

abroad, it is thought that most were melted domestically. 

All quarter eagles of the 1821-1834 years are rare today. 

Most examples seen are in grades from Very Fine through AU, 

although scattered Uncirculated pieces have appeared at auc¬ 

tion, as have a few Proofs. It is not unusual for an Uncirculated 

piece to have a prooflike surface. 

Type IV 

1829-1834 Capped Head to Left 

18.2mm Diameter 

The design of 1829-1834 is similar to that of 1821-1827 ex¬ 

cept that the date numerals, stars, and letters are slightly 

smaller. The rim appears more prominent. The entire effect is 

less delicate than that of the 1821-1827 years. 

The design is properly attributed to John Reich, but with 

modifications by Chief Engraver William Kneass. A discussion 

of the rarity of the Type IV is included under Type III. 

Type V 

1834-1839 Classic Head 

To permit gold coins to circulate at par—which had not hap¬ 

pened since 1815—Congress reduced the authorized weight of 

the various denominations through the Act of June 28, 1834. 

On August 2, 1834, the new standard went into effect. For the 

quarter eagle the weight was reduced from 67Vi grains to 64Vi 
grains. 

To readily differentiate the new coins from the old, the de¬ 

sign was changed. Chief Engraver William Kneass created what 

is called the Classic Head today. The head of Miss Liberty faces 

left, her hair secured by a band inscribed LIBERTY, stars cir¬ 

cling her head, and with the date below. 

The reverse depicts an eagle with a shield on its breast, 

perched on an olive branch and holding three arrows. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and 2 1/2 D. surrounds. The 

motto E PLURIBUS UNUM, used on quarter eagles since 

1796, was omitted. The diameter remained 18.2nnn. 

Mintage quantities were large in the first several years of the 

coinage span, with the high-water mark being 1836, wh 

547,986 were struck. In 1838, quarter eagles were strucki 

Charlotte for the first time, followed the next year by sup] 

mentary coinage at Charlotte, Dahlonega, and New Orleai 

By far, the greatest number of 1834-1839 Classic Head qu 

ter eagles were produced at Philadelphia. 

The total business strike mintage for 1834-1839 Classic Hd 

quarter eagles amounted to 968,228 pieces. Probably few 

than 50 Proofs were struck. Interestingly, the presentation c< 

sets made in 1834 for the Sultan of Muscat and the King 

Siam each contained two Proof quarter eagles, one of the o 

style and one of the new. 

After August 2, 1834, earlier gold coins continued to tra 

at a premium at specie and bullion dealers. The earlier, heav 

issues were referred to as “old tenor” in financial journals. 

Examples of the Classic Head can be obtained readily 

grades from Fine through Extremely Fine. AU pieces a 

scarce, and Uncirculated pieces are scarcer yet. Superb Uno 

culated coins are very rare. Uncirculated pieces of the first ye 

of issue, 1834, often display prooflike surfaces. 

The lowest mintage of the type was registered by the fn 

mintmark issue, the 1838-C, of which only 7,880 were strut 

Today, this variety is very scarce in any grade and very rare 

the AU level. The mintmarked issues of the next year, 1839- 

1839-D, and 1839-0, are all scarce, with the typically encou 

terecl grade being VF or, occasionally, EF. Any coin in AU 

finer grade is a rarity. At the time, the numismatic comm 

nity—consisting of no more than a couple hundred widely sc; 

terecl enthusiasts—took no note of mintmarks, and not ev< 

the Mint Cabinet saved specimens. 

Type VI 

1840-1907 Coronet or Liberty Head 

1 he Coronet (Guide Book preference) or Liberty Head < 

Braided Hair style, by Christian Gobrecht, appeared on tl 

quarter eagle in 1840 and was continued uninterrupted 

through 1907, the longest span in American coinage history 

a design in use without major change or alterations. The ni 

tif was a latecomer to the quarter eagle denomination, a i 

latecl motif had been used on the $5 beginning in 1839 and tl 

$10 in 1838. 

1 he obverse depicts Miss Liberty, her hair in a bun secun 

with a string of beads, wearing a coronet inscribed LIBERT 

facing left, her head circled by stars, and with the date belo 

4 he reverse depicts an eagle with a shield on its brea: 

perched on an olive branch and holding three arrows. Tl 

inscription UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 2 1/2 D. si 

rounds. The diameter was further reduced and now was set 

18mm. 

rhroughout the coinage span 1840-1907 the Philadelph 

Mint produced pieces each year. In general, early examples a 

fairly scarce, with the 1841 in particular being a prime rarit 

The denomination was fairly popular in American commen 

until the end of December, 1861, when banks and the Treasu 
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sped paying out gold coins at par. After that time, until 

:ember 1879, gold coins were available only at a premium 

erms of paper money. 

.fter 1861, the coinage scene changed. The Charlotte and 

llonega mints, now under the control of the Confederate 

;es of America, lapsed into inactivity. The New Orleans Mint 

longer struck coins, and would remain dormant until 1879, 

vhich time certain silver and gold coins were again struck— 

not quarter eagles. The Carson City Mint, opened for busi- 

s in 1870, struck gold and silver coins, but no quarter eagles. 

4ius, of the Liberty Head quarter eagles, only the Philadel- 

a and San Francisco mints struck pieces after 1861. Curi- 

>ly, the West Coast operated under a different monetary 

icy during the period 1862-1879, and gold coins were exten- 

dy used in circulation. It was a “hard money” society until 

1870s, and Legal Tender, National Bank, and other federal 

:es, including Fractional Currency, were not used. 

liberty Head quarter eagles were minted at San Francisco 

til 1879, after which time production was limited to Phila- 

phia. For the remainder of the 19th century, mintages 

ided to be small. Early in the 20th century, a demand arose 

the denomination, and over 100,000 were made of each 

ir 1902-1907. 

during the years 1840-1907 the total business strike mintage 

the Coronet Head quarter eagle totaled 11,921,171. Produc- 

n hit a high point in 1853, a year in which gold from Cali- 

nia was particularly abundant, and registered 1,404,668 

;ces at the Philadelphia Mint. Three other years accounted 

■ production of more than a million coins at Philadelphia. 

51, 1852, and 1861. 

several other issues are remarkable for their extraordinarily 

v mintages, these being 1854-S (246), 1856-D (874), 1863 (30, 

Proofs), 1875 (420, of which 20 were Proofs), 1881 (691, of 

lich 51 were Proofs), and 1885 (887, of which 87 were Proofs). 

Proof mintage for quarter eagles 1840-1907 totaled an esti- 

ited 4,200 to 4,350 coins. 

Hie type set collector will encounter no difficulty in acquir¬ 

er a representative specimen in any grade desired from Very 

ae through AU. Uncirculated pieces are encountered with 

?quency, particularly those of the final years of the type, 

iperb Uncirculated pieces are available but aie very scaicc in 

lation to lower grades. Proofs were minted continuously, 

th the mintages crossing the 100 mark in later yeais, al- 

ough in most instances it seems that half or more of the 

oofs have disappeared or cannot be accounted for, this fig- 

e including coins that were struck, but not sold, and weie 

bsequently melted at the Mint or put into circulation. All 

oofs are rare today, this being particularly true of pieces 

ading Proof-64 or finer. 

Type VII 

1908-1929 Indian Head 

In 1908 numismatists were surprised by the advent of the 

•w quarter eagle and half eagle designed by sculptor Bela 

Lyon Pratt, for no advance notice had been released concern¬ 

ing them. A departure from the procedure used earliei in 

United States coinage, the new design features were recessed 

or incuse in the coins, with the field of the pieces, nor mail) the 

lowest part, being the highest part. 

The obverse of the Pratt quarter eagle, known as the Indian 

Head type, features an Indian chief facing left, with LIBER 1 ^ 

above, six stars to the left and seven to the right, and the date 

below. 

The reverse shows an eagle perched on a branch or log, with 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA above, E PLURIBUS UNUM 

to the left, IN GOD WE TRUST to the right, and the denomi¬ 

nation expressed as 2 1/2 DOLLARS below. The design cop¬ 

ies certain features employed on Saint-Gaudens $10 gold coins 

of 1907. 

Examples were produced at the Philadelphia Mint from 

1908 through 1915 and again from 1925 through 1929. Den¬ 

ver Mint pieces were produced in 1911, 1914, and 1925, with 

the 1911-D considered to be the rarity of the series. In 1929 

quarter eagle coinage was suspended. Coins of the last several 

years did not circulate actively but remained in Treasury vaults. 

Most were melted during the 1930s. 

Dies were very stereotyped, with nothing in the way of die 

differences except for the placement of the mintmark. Harry 

Bass found the Indian Head quarter eagles to be less than fas¬ 

cinating to study and collect, and, remarkably, did not acquire 

even some of the commoner issues. However, he did acquire 

one of the finest known specimens of the centerpoint to the 

series, a gem 1911-D. 

Business strike mintage of the Indian Head quaitei eagle 

totaled 7,250,261 pieces. Proofs were produced to the extent 

of 1,827 coins, during the years 1908-1915, all with a granular 

or satiny Matte Proof or Roman finish Proof finish, depend¬ 

ing upon the year. 

The type set collector can easily find examples of the Indian 

Head quarter eagle in grades from Very Fine to AU. Uncircu¬ 

lated pieces are scarce, and superb Uncirculated pieces ate 

very scarce. 4 he scarcity of higher grade pieces is explained 

not by the mintages, which in most instances were generous, 

but by the format of the coin. 4 he field of a typical coin, ex¬ 

posed to wear and other effects, acquired marks quickly, and 

even storage in a mint bag was apt to reduce the grade of a 

piece below the Uncirculated level. 

Collecting Considerations 

Quarter eagles were casually collected by numismatists in the 

19th century, with most serious activity limited to the issues 

1796-1834, which were recognized as being scarce and desir¬ 

able. By the 1880s, when coin collecting became very popular, 

perhaps two or three dozen collectors ordered Proofs from the 

Philadelphia Mint each year, the number rising slightly by the 

end of the century. 

Although occasional mention was made of Charlotte and 

Dahlonega branch mint coins in auction catalogues. b\ and 

large few people cared whether a given quarter eagle had a 
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C, D, O, or S mintmark, or none at all. In 1893, when Augus¬ 

tus G. Heaton published his treatise. Mint Marks, interest was 

still at a low ebb. In time, more collectors took note, espe¬ 

cially during the period 1905-1915 when both Edgar H. 

Adams and William H. Woodin wrote extensively about gold 

coins. Before long, the hitherto overlooked 1854-S and the 

earlier unrecorded 1845-0 attracted attention. The 1854-S 

remained a prime rarity, while dozens of additional speci¬ 

mens of the 1845-0 came to light. 

Gold coin collecting in America came of age in the 1930s. 

The calling-in of larger denomination gold by the government 

in 1933-4 increased interest in them, and many numismatists 

who had been acquiring other series turned their attention to 

gold. Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., a talented Baltimore banker with 

a keen sense of finance and economics, found gold to be espe¬ 

cially interesting, and was soon determined to build his collec¬ 

tion to include one of each date and mint, a journey that was 

finally completed years later in 1950. In New York City, 

Frederick C.C. Boyd sharpened his interest in gold coins and 

set about filling in the blank spaces in his cabinet. Several 

dozen other collectors did likewise, soon leading to the realiza¬ 

tion that certain gold coins simply were not available, or at 

least could not be located without great effort. 

Meanwhile, the inauguration in 1934 of the Standard Cata¬ 

logue of United States Coins, by Wayte Raymond, and the launch¬ 

ing in 1946 by Whitman Publishing Company of Richard S. 

Yeoman’s Guide Book of United States Coins, broadened the 

appeal of gold coins to a wide audience. By the 1950s, gold 

coins had a wide, enthusiastic following. Today in 1999, ga 

coins are a foundation stone in the numismatic hobby. T1 

neglect of the series by our coin collecting forebears in the la 

century has created the curious situation in which many go 

coins with high mintages are extreme rarities if in high grad 

such as AU or Mint State. 

Quarter eagles are most popularly collected by design typq 

with the later issues from the Classic Head onward beit 

readily available. Collecting by dates and mints is an elite ch. 

lenge, and one that has been completed by perhaps a doze 

collectors in the past century, the limiting factor being til 

1854-S and, to a lesser extent (but only slightly), the Proof-ora 

1863. 

Appreciation of quarter eagles can be obvious—such as in tf 

pride of ownership of pieces that are at once beautiful, in hie 

quality, and rare. Or, it can be subtle, as in the study und« 

magnification of the vast panorama of interesting die varietie 

and in die learning about the role coins of this denominatic 

played in American history. 

Cataloguing the Bass Collection quarter eagles has been 

fascinating, extensive process. Along the way we have i 

eluded many notes concerning history, die characteristic 

(many taken or adapted from Harry Bass’ unpublishe 

notes), and other aspects, yielding what we hope will be 

catalogue that will be of continuing value and interest to tl 

numismatic community. 
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Desirable 1796 No Stars $2.50 

A Numismatic Classic 

261 1796 Breen-6113, Breen-1. Rarity-4. No Stars. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Very light greenish gold obverse with nearly complete lustie 

and very few abrasions or imperfections, except those present 

on the coin when minted. Faint vertical adjustment marks 

cross the center and a planchet lamination extends diagonally 

across the surface, most prominent at Liberty’s eye. The re¬ 

verse is bright green-gold and fully reflective with a small lint 

mark below AM of AMERICA. The central reverse shows 

weakness opposite the obverse adjustment marks. 1 his is, by a 

small margin, the finest example we have handled, slightly 

nicer than the AU-55 we offered in our Rarities Sale last Au¬ 

gust or the similarly graded Garrett Collection coin. 

These were the First quarter eagles produced. The mintage 

for the 1796 No Stars is estimated at only 963 coins, this figure 

including two different die variety combinations without ob¬ 

verse stars-creating a very elite pair! 
Moreover the 1796 Without Stars is a major design type with¬ 

out any counterpart either in the quarter eagle or other gold 

series, a unique design. Thus, by definition one of these is 

needed to complete a type set. Further, the issue is the first 

year of denomination and, to reiterate, is of exceedingly low 

mintage. Still further, the present specimen is of superb qual¬ 

ity. Seldom in a single coin do so many elements of numis¬ 

matic desirability come together! 
For the serious specialist and connoisseur, this lovely quar¬ 

ter eagle represents outstanding quality, certainly among the 

finest examples in existence. It is our estimation that from 

the 963 pieces coined, only about 10% survive today, many ol 

which are in lower grades, or are impaired, or even were once 

used as jewelry. 

Late die state with a faint obverse crack from the border at 9:00 curving 

up in the left obverse field. This die has been lapped with the lower curls 

lacking considerable detail. 

A survey of early gold coins appearing in our public auctions since 1972 

includes 740 quarter eagles of which 24 arc 1790 No Stars coins; this figure 

includes some multiple listings of identical specimens. 

Purchased from Colonial Coins, August 21, 1973. 
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Another 1796 No Stars Quarter Eagle 

Outstanding Rarity and Quality 

262 1796 Breen-6113, B-l. Rarity-4. No Stars. AU-53 (PCGS). 

Light yellow gold with a hint of green, accented by traces of 

orange toning. A few minor surface imperfections are visible, 

most notably a scrape across the eagle’s breast. Considerable 

lustre remains, especially on the reverse. This is a very pleasing 

example of overall high quality, certainly in the top 20% of 

fewer than 100 pieces estimated to survive. 

When considering purchasing an example of this issue, the 

published literature must be taken with a great grain of salt, as 

it has been numismatic practice for many years to overlook 

problems or even major defects. On an absolute basis, the 

present coin is outstanding, as examination will reveal. For the 

connoisseur this represents another opportunity of great im¬ 
portance. 

Obverse lapped with low curls lacking detail. Lightly cracked from the 

border at 9:00. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, November 2, 1970. Earlier 

from Glendining’s sale of October 1970, Lot 884. 

Lovely 1802 Quarter Eagle 

So-Called Overdate 

263 1802/1 Breen-6118, B-l, 3. Rarity-4. Overdate. AU-55 

(PCGS). A lovely, highly lustrous example in greenish gold. A 

few very minor surface marks are present. Very sharply struck 

although slightly weak at the center of obverse and reverse. 

This is clearly the most available variety among three 1802 

quarter eagle die marriages. We estimate about 150 survivors 

are known from this die pair. Originally, 3,035 quarter eagles 

dated 1802 were struck with fewer than 10% still in existence. 

When Walter Breen wrote his series of pamphlets describing 

early gold coinage, published in the 1960s, he assigned two dif¬ 

ferent varieties and provided two different descriptions, for 

this die marriage. His references were based largely on earlier 

notes by Edgar H. Adams, Waldo C. Newcomer, and John H. 

(Japp, the latter of Eliasberg Collection fame. All three of 

these gentlemen also described two different varieties. Breen-1 

was described as “Rare” while Breen-3 was described as the 

commonest variety of 1802. 

A short die crack or scratch joins the second feather on the right with die 

left side of first A in AMERICA. 

For his variety Breen-1, Walter Breen described a “die scratch or break 

from second feather pointing to top of A” which is clearly seen on this ex- 

J 

ample. He further noted that “E fin STATES] is centered above space be 

tween two clouds” which is not the case. As illustrated above, the upright o« 

E is over this space between two clouds. 

1802 quarter eagles have historically been catalogued as 1802/1 over¬ 

dates. We are of the opinion that minor damage to the die or punch caused! 

the artifacts that led past numismatists to attribute these as overdates. Wheru 

the sylloge featuring the Harry W. Bass Research Foundation coins is pub-* 

lished, additional details will be included regarding early die varieties. 

From Superior’s sale of the Gilhousen Collection, February 1973, 

Lot 100. 

Important 1802 Quarter Eagle Variety 

Breen-2, Rarity-6 

Reverse Die Used in 1804 

264 1802/1 Breen-6118, B-2. Rarity-6. Overdate. VF-25. Light yel¬ 

low gold with a trace of orange toning. The surfaces have been 

very lightly brushed, providing a matte appearance. Light 

abrasions and scratches are consistent with the assigned grade. 

A very rare variety; this is only the fourth example we have of¬ 

fered at public auction since 1972. Probably fewer than 20 ex¬ 

amples of this die marriage are known, thus this represents an 

important opportunity. The reverse die is that later used to 

strike the extremely rare 1804 13 Stars Reverse quarter eagles. 

Perfect dies. 

From our sale of the Dr. D.C. Montgomery, Jr. Collection, February 
1976, Lot 1334. 

Attractive 1804 Quarter Eagle 

14 Reverse Stars 

(2X photo) 

265 1804 Breen-6119, B-l. Rarity-4. 14 Reverse Stars. MS-61 

(PCGS). Very pale greenish gold lustre with attractive light or¬ 

ange toning. A pleasing example of this 1804 quarter eagle va¬ 
riety. 

Perfect dies. 

1 wo varieties of 1804 quarter eagle are known, this the more available va¬ 

riety with 14 reverse stars, the other having 13 reverse stars and being rarer 

by a quantum leap. 

Interestingly, both reverse dies are also known on 1804-dated dimes with 

either 13 stars or 14 stars. It is curious to note that, among dimes, the rarity 

of the two varieties is reversed, with those from the 14 stars reverse being 

rarer. Among quarter eagles, this variety is common in relation to most oth¬ 

ers of this design type. As a date, 1804 has the third highest total PCGS 

population. Mintage of the two varieties of 1804 quarter eagle totaled 3,327 

coins, perhaps approximately divided as 3,000 with the 14-star reverse and 

327 with 13 stars on the reverse. 

Purchased from Fred Sweeney, September 18, 1972. 
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Lustrous 1804 Quarter Eagle 

14 Reverse Stars 

(2X photo) 

66 1804 Breen-6119, B-2. Rarity-4. 14 Reverse Stars. AU-58 

(PCGS). Light yellow gold with a hint of green, slightly proof¬ 

like lustre. Very light diagonal adjustment marks cross the re¬ 

verse. Few very minor obverse and reverse abrasions are vis¬ 

ible. A very attractive example which certainly rates among the 

finer specimens known. 

Perfect dies. 

The use of the same reverse die on two different denominations is un¬ 

usual in regular American coinage, but common enough among pattern 

coins—particularly among mulings and curiosity. In the regular federal se¬ 

ries we have often wondered if there might be a silver half dollar that em¬ 

ployed a gold $10 die of the Heraldic Eagle reverse style, but thus far no 

matching has been made. However, we keep a weather alert for such. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bartle Collection, October 1984, Lot 1102. 

Rare 1824/1 Quarter Eagle 

Important Mint State Offering 

267 1824/1 Breen-6127, B-l. Rarity-4. Overdate. MS-60. A won¬ 

derful bright yellow gold example of this important issue. Bril¬ 

liant, frosty lustre with a hint of reflective prooflike surface. 

Very light obverse marks and moderately abraded reverse. 

Very slightly bent, almost imperceptibly so. 

Each and every quarter eagle of the early (1796-1834) range is a rarity in 

an absolute sense, and yet with patience it is possible to put together a com¬ 

plete set of dates and overdates. The present Bass Collection offering, repre¬ 

senting some of the finest pieces to have come on the maiket during Harr\ 

Bass’ 30-year period of acquisition, offer many opportunities for the con¬ 

noisseur and specialist. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, September 25, 1970. 

Lovely Mint State 1825 Quarter Eagle 

Reverse of 1821 and 1824 

(2X photo) 

268 1825 Breen-6128, B-l. Rarity-4. MS-61 (PCGS). Light greenish 

gold with reflective, prooflike surfaces. Some minor abrasions 

and hairlines are noted. This reverse die was used for quarter 

eagles beginning in 1821, with this example representing the 

latest die state seen, an indication of the reason this die was 

replaced in 1825. 

The reverse has a bisecting die crack from die border between TA to the 

scroll, eagle’s wing and body left of the shield, and right side of large digit 2, 

to the border below. This is the first example we have seen with this die 

crack. 

From Stack’s sale of the Ullmer Collection, May 1974, Lot 358. 
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Very Rare 1826 Quarter Eagle 
So-Called Overdate 

A Formidable Rarity 

(2X photo) 

269 1826/5 Breen-6130, B-l. Rarity-5. Overdate. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Deep greenish yellow gold lustre with considerable reflective 

prooflike character. Minor hairlines and other abrasions are 

noted, including minor scuff marks on the cheek. This variety 

historically has been described as an 1826 over 5 overdate. In 

our opinion a better description would be repunched date 

with 1826 over 6. 

As a date, this is probably the rarest quarter eagle minted 

from 1796 to 1834, other contenders include only 1797 and 

1834 With Motto. In a survey of our auction sales from 1972 to 

August 1999, we have handled nine examples of 1797, six 1834 

With Motto, and seven 1826. This example is one of the seven, 

earlier appearing in our September 1984 sale of the Arnold 

and Romisa Collections. The only finer example (and margin¬ 

ally finer at that) is the MS-60 example we sold as part of the 

Garrett Collection on behalf of The Johns Hopkins University. 

The true rarity of this issue is not widely known. Accord¬ 

ingly, the present offering represents the opportunity to ac¬ 

quire a great American classic, a truly formidable rarity, at a 

price that is substantially less than one that has been be¬ 

stowed with an aura of fame. In time, the numismatic hobby 

recognizes its classics, and often pieces overlooked in one era 

are recognized in another. Someday the 1826 quarter eagle 

will receive its due. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (MS-60). 

From our sale of the Arnold and Romisa Collections, September 

1974, Lot 84. 

Delightful 1829 Quarter Eagle 
High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

270 1829 Breen-6132, B-l. Rarity-4. MS-64 (PCGS). A wonderfiu 

Capped Head quarter eagle with frosty, brilliant greenish yel 

low gold lustre. Sharply struck and with considerable aesthetia 

appeal. This is only the second MS-64 grade coin we have ofl 

fered, the other example appearing in our January 1997 Rari 

ties Sale. 

This issue represents the first of William Kneass’ modified 

design, very similar to previous issues but with improvements. 

In his Complete Encyclopedia, Walter Breen noted: “Kneass 

modified designs were notable for smaller stars and letters 

(from punches by Christian Gobrecht), redrawn heads and 

eagles (with a more professionally finished look than Scot’s 

frequently crude conceptions), but most of all for beaded bor¬ 

ders surrounded by high, plain raised rims produced by a 

‘close collar.’ This new invention consisted of a heavy block of 

steel containing a hole the same diameter as the finished coin, 

grooved to impart the reeded edge; this resisted edgewise ex¬ 

pansion of planchets at the moment of striking, furnishing ‘a 

mathematical equality to their diameters,’ according to Mint 

Director Samuel Moore.” 

PCGS Population: 5: 1 finer (MS-65). 

From our sale of the Faiifield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1455. 
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Prooflike 1830 Quarter Eagle 

A Desirable Example 

71 1830 Breen-6133, B-l. Rarity-4. MS-62 (PCGS). Sharply struck 

in light greenish yellow gold with reflective prooflike fields 

and moderate cameo contrast. This is a lovely example which 

should generate considerable interest. This is only the sixth 

Mint State example of this issue we have handled over a long 

span of years, the only finer coin being the gem specimen 

from the Garrett Collection that we sold for The Johns 

Hopkins University. 

A new reverse die was introduced this year-differing in minute technical 

details from earlier dies-and remained in service through the 1834 With 

Motto issue. An identifying feature is broad recutting of U in UNITED. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 597. 

Mint State 1831 Quarter Eagle 

Amazing Gem 

272 1831 Breen-6134, B-l. Rarity-4. MS-65 (PCGS). This fabulous 

example has prooflike bright yellow gold lustre with very few 

scattered contact marks. Superb aesthetic appeal. Although we 

have handled a number of choice and gem Mint State ex¬ 

amples of this issue over the years, very few if any exceed this 

with regard to attractiveness. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-66). 

Perfect dies. 
The quarter eagles of Kneass’ modified design. 1829-1834, represent one 

of the very rare type coins among all American coin motifs. From 1829 to 

1834, just over 25,000 coins were struck. Many if not most were melted, 

some in the very year of issue, as their bullion value was higher than their 

face value. It is a little known fact that gold coins were available only at a pre¬ 

mium beginning after the War of 1812 (effectively 1815) and continuing 

until implementation of the Act of June 28, 1834. 

Of the modified design production of 25,000 coins, we estimate that un¬ 

der 3% of this mintage, or fewer than 750 coins, survive today, this quantity 

distributed among six different issues. Prior to the current sale, we have of¬ 

fered coins of this design just 100 times in our public auctions. This prob¬ 

ably represents less than 60 or 70 different coins. It is interesting to note 

that just 25 of the 100 appearances were coins grading less than AU-50, illus¬ 

trating the relatively high quality ol survivors of this design type. 

It would seem that from the viewpoint offoundational value, quarter eagles 

of this design are similar to the proverbial acres of diamonds just waiting 

to be identified and picked up-treasures at your fingertips, but not widely 

recognized as such. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, September 14, 1967. 
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Amazing Gem 1833 Quarter Eagle 

PCGS MS-65 

Only Three Finer of Design Type 

273 1833 Breen-6136, B-l. Rarity-4. MS-65 (PCGS). This wonder¬ 

ful gem is sharply struck with just a trace of weakness at the 

center of obverse and reverse. Brilliant, frosty yellow gold lus¬ 

tre is highlighted by just a slight trace of orange toning. Aes¬ 

thetic appeal is virtually unlimited. Just the slightest impair¬ 

ment to the surface is noted, and only with magnification. This 

is clearly the finest business strike 1833 quarter eagle we have 

ever offered for sale, the Garrett Collection MS-60 being next 

in line. When offered as part of our Fairfield Collection in 

1977, we offered this as “Choice Brilliant Uncirculated, proof¬ 

like. With some Proof characteristics within the shield stripes, 

indicating that this coin may have been issued as a presentation 

piece. A splendid coin." In addition, we offered a gem Proof 

as part of our offering of the Eliasberg Collection in 1982. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-66 finest). 

A third example of this design type has also been graded MS-66. We 

have no clue as to how other pieces compare to the present, but it would 

be difficult to envision any 1833 business strike quarter eagle with a better 

combination of high technical number plus the all important (in our opin¬ 

ion) aesthetic appeal. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 

1460. May have been a presentation piece. 

96 BOWERS AND MEREN 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

ustrous and Beautiful 1834 Quarter Eagle 

Classic Head 

t 1834 Breen-6138. No Motto, Small Head Style. MS-64 

(PCGS). Both obverse and reverse have lustrous, frosty sur¬ 

faces overall. The fields of the various quarter eagle varieties of 

this year are on a flat plane (there is virtually no basining), giv¬ 

ing the specimens a cameo-like appearance. An important coin 

to illustrate the new Classic Head type, popularly attributed to 

Kneass, combined with the without-motto reverse (lacking the 

previous E PLURIBUS UNUM). 

Obverse with barely perceptible crack from star 10, extending right to¬ 

ward border. Upon very close inspection there are some incipient die cracks 

between the final S (STATES) and the adjacent O (OF). 

In cataloguing the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection of Classic Head quarter 

eagles, we have relied on die variety notes provided us by Dr. John 

McCloskey, a student of this series and half eagles of the same design, a 

gentleman of rare talent who is best known numismatically for his long-time 

editorship of The Gobrecht Journal. 

Walter Breen described two different reverse dies with this Small Head 

obverse. Dr. McCloskey notes the existence of only one variety with this ob¬ 

verse. Apparently Breen, who drew heavily on the work of earlier scholars 

including Edgar Adams, John Clapp, and Waldo Newcomer, described his 

Breen-6139 variety from Newcomer's work. We do not believe such a variety 

exists today. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1462. 

Lustrous 1834 Quarter Eagle 

Classic Head 

5 1834 Breen-6138. No Motto, Small Head style. MS-63 

(PCGS). Prooflike surfaces on obverse and reverse, save for 

the outer area of the field between the stars (or on the reverse 

the letters) and the dentils. The Small Head variety is instantly 

recognized, even at a distance, by the straight vertical line of 

hair curls at back of head. The Large Head type offered in the 

next few lots, has two distinct buns of hair at back of the head. 

Apparently an early strike, as there are no die cracks, clash marks, or evi¬ 

dence of lapping. 

Purchased from Se Ro Coins, March 10, 1969. 

toward the dentils. As an example of the first year of issue of 

the Classic Head design it is of additional importance. As a die 

variety this is very rare. All three varieties are from the same 

specific obverse die. 
On the obverse die the stars were entered by hand. Significant recutting 

can be seen at stars 2, 3, and 11, less so at 12.1 lie date 1834 is in thin open 

numerals. The diagonal at the upper left of the 4 is bowed slightly outward. 

The border dentils arc more prominent on the die from about 8:00, clock¬ 

wise to 5:00, than in the remaining section. 

On the reverse the first S (STATES) is repunched at the center. The den¬ 

tils are irregularly placed and are irregular in form, sometimes prominent 

and sometimes not. The field is quite planed, but rises toward the rim at 

which point the surface is somewhat satiny and granular, liny cracks are 

seen from the tips of both wings to nearby dentils, these being stress points 

on the die. 

Noted by Harry Bass as dies 3/E: B. 111-6. Reverse with AME close, perfect 

M. 

Perfect dies. 

The reverse dies of three Large Head varieties are identified as follows: 

A: In AMERICA, letters A and M are widely separated with A high and 

leaning left. 

B: AME are close with letter M complete. The eagle does not have a 

tongue. 

C: AME are close with M broken, missing its right diagonal. The eagle has 

a tongue. The variety offered here. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of February 1972, Lot 358. 

Prooflike 1834 Quarter Eagle 

Classic Head 

277 1834 Breen-6140. No Motto, Large or Booby Head. MS-62 

(PCGS). The surfaces are a mixture of prooflike character with 

lustre, to which a generous amount of eye appeal can be 

added, creating a very beautiful coin that will serve equally well 

the interests of the specialist and the type collector. T his is the 

most available of three die varieties, Variety A. 

From New Netherlands Coin Company's 61st sale, June 1970, Lot 

448. 

Lovely 1834 Quarter Eagle 

Classic Head 

76 

Splendid 1834 Classic Head $2.50 

134 Breen-6140. No Motto, Large or Booby Head. MS-63 

CGS). Breen’s Large or Booby Head style, characterized by 

irge 4 very close to curl; deep indentation to curls at 2:30; 

ick lips, jutting jaw, eye more deeply set." 
The present piece is a showstopper in quality, exhibiting 

any prooflike characteristics in the field, giving way to lustre 

278 1834 Breen-6140. No Motto, Large or Booby Head. MS-62 

(PCGS). Semi-prooflike surfaces, particularly on the obverse. 

A very attractive example in every respect. 

Perfect dies. 

Variety C with AME close, broken M. This is a rare die variety. Previous to 

this sale, we have only offered one example of this die variety, an At -55 coin 

in our September 1986 sale. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, December 12, 1968. 
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279 1834 Breen-6140. No Motto, Large or Booby Head. AU-58. 

An attractive bright yellow gold example with considerable 

prooflike character in the obverse and reverse fields. Light 

contact marks are mostly visible in the fields. Another example 

of this very rare die variety. 

Light clash marks are noted within the vertical stripes of the shield. 

Variety C, the reverse has AME close, broken M. 

From Harmer, Rooke's sale of December 1969, Lot 399a. 

Superb 1835 Quarter Eagle 

280 1835 Breen-6141. Tall Head. MS-63 (PCGS). A brilliant, lus¬ 

trous, and frosty specimen of exquisite beauty. One of the nic¬ 

est known of the issue. Three die varieties of 1835 quarter 

eagles share the same obverse die with so-called “Tall Head” 

motif. Two reverse dies were earlier used in 1834, the third 

used in 1835 and continuing in use into 1836. Among these 

three varieties, this is the most common. 

PCGS Population: 2; 4 finer (MS-65 finest). 

On the reverse the first T (STATES) is low, and the 6 is high and leans 

right. The first A (AMERICA) is distant from the M. 

The three varieties are identified as follows: 

1: AM in AMERICA widely spaced with A high, leaning left. First used for 

1834 quarter eagles. 

2: AME close and eagle has a tongue. Broken M. Olive branch has a berry. 

First used in 1834. 

3: AME close and eagle does not have a tongue. Olive branch does not 

have a berry. First used in 1835. 

From oar sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1465. 

Mint State 1835 Quarter Eagle 

Prooflike Tendencies 

281 1835 Breen-6141. Tall Head. MS-60. Lovely greenish gold 

with considerable reflective prooflike surface among the fields 

of obverse and reverse. The devices have light frosty lustre, re¬ 

sulting in an attractive cameo appearance. Light hairlines and 

other surface marks include a small imperfection below 

Liberty’s chin. Somewhat weak at center of obverse and re¬ 

verse. This is a very scarce die variety. 

Harry Bass noted his opinion that this may be an impaired Proof. When 

Harry Bass writes, we all read—and certainly his notes are as meaningful as 

those of any student we have ever encountered, and quite possibly even 

more so. Certainly, Proof coins were struck from this die pair as it is the 

same variety as both Pittman and Eliasberg Proofs. 

This reverse die is the same as one used in 1834 with AME close and bro¬ 

ken M in AMERICA. 

Purchased from Julian Leidrnan, April 23, 1973. 

Another Mint State 1835 Quarter Eagle 

282 1835 Breen-6141. Tall Head. MS-60. Light yellow gold with 

reflective lustre. Minor hairlines and other abrasions are* 

noted. The only readily available variety among 1835 quarter! 

eagles. 

AM in AMERICA widely spaced. 

The present offering presents an opportunity to begin or add to a special-i 

ized set of the Classic Head quarter eagles 1834-1839. As our notes reveal) 

and as other sources also indicate, many varieties are exceedingly rare. Andi 

yet market values for the most part are quite modest. Made from hand-pre-' 

pared dies, the pieces offer many interesting idiosyncrasies and variations' 

and are a delight to study under magnification. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of June 1972, Lot 363. 

283 1835 Breen-6141. Tall Head. Net AU-50; sharpness of MS-60 

with small letters MEJ scratched in upper reverse field. Proof¬ 

like bright greenish gold with central weakness. Minor abra¬ 

sions are present on both sides. 

AM of AMERICA widely spaced. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1967, Lot 400. 

284 1835 Breen-6141. Tall Head. AU-50. Light yellow gold with 

considerable lustre and lightly abraded surfaces. A small ob¬ 

verse rim nick is noted at 8:00. An attractive example of this 

very rare die variety, the first we have ever offered at auction. 

This reverse die was first used for 1835 quarter eagles and con¬ 

tinued in use for 1836 coinage, mated with three different ob¬ 

verse dies. These coins were actually struck in 1836, based on die 

state evidence. 

Reverse with AME close and no beny in the branch. Several light cracks 

are noted, along with a die chip partly filling the angle between diagonal 

and right upright of N. 

Purchased from Bill Mertes, August 13, 1969. 

285 1835 Breen-6141. Tall Head. EF-45. Bright yellow gold with 

moderately abraded surfaces including an imperfection above 

the first star and a reverse rim nick at 12:00. 

AM in AMERICA widely spaced. 

Purchased from Edwin Shapiro, August 11, 1967. 

Large Selection of Quarter Eagles 

286 A diverse selection of quarter eagles, offering a nice variety 

of dates and mints: ☆ 1835 Breen-6141. EF-40. Pale yellow 

gold ☆ 1836 Breen-6143. EF-40. Soft yellow gold ☆ 1843-0 

Small Date. EF-45. Pale gold ☆ 1845 EF-45, cleaned ☆ 1847-0 

EF-40, reverse scratches ☆ 1850 AU-50 ☆ 1851 AU-50 ☆ 1852 

AU-55 ☆ 1853 AU-55 ☆ 1854 AU-50 ☆ 1854-0 EF-45. Pale yel¬ 

low gold ☆ 1855 MS-60 ☆ 1856 AU-58 ☆ 1857 AU-58 ☆ 1858 

AU-50 ☆ 1861 AU-50 ☆ 1862 VF-20 ☆ 1869-S EF-40 ☆ 1878-S 

AU-58 ☆ 1900 MS-60. Many with nice original mint lustre. (To¬ 
tal: 20 pieces) 
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Mint State 1836 $2.50 Breathtaking 1836 Quarter Eagle 

Head of 1834 Virtually as Struck 

7 1836 Breen-6142. Head of 1834. MS-63 (PCGS). An extraordi¬ 

narily sharp strike with detail seldom seen on dates of the Clas¬ 

sic Head style. This is our variety B, per the note below, and is 

a scarcer die variety. 
Close examination of the portraits of the various Classic Head issues 

shows minor differences in the treatment. Most probably, portraits used on 

1834 and 1835 coinage were by Chief Engraver William Kneass, although 

there is always the possibility work might have been outsourced (for ex¬ 

ample, to Christian Gobrecht). In 1835, Kneass suffered an incapacitating 

stroke, after which Christian Gobrecht, employed as the second engraver (he 

did not want the term “assistant” to be used), did most if not all of the por¬ 

trait design work, including the remarkable series of copper cents of the 

year 1839. To the cataloguer’s eye, the general portraits throughout the 

Classic Head series seem to be of the same level of workmanship. Perhaps 

closer study would identify a “signature” whereby those done by Kneass and 

those done by Gobrecht could be differentiated. 

Obverse with some raised ridges in the field above star 13. 

The quarter eagles dated 1836 provide the largest number of varieties 

among any issue of the series. Six obverse and four reverse dies were com¬ 

bined to produce eight different die varieties. Among these are Breen’s 

Heads of 1834, 1835, and 1837. Two distinct date styles occur, the Block 8 

with thin horizontal center stroke, and Fancy 8 (sometimes called Script 8) 

with thick diagonal center stroke. One reverse die, introduced in 1835, does 

not have a berry in the olive branch, the other three have berries. Varieties 

are identified as follows: 

A. Block 8. No berry in olive branch. Rare variety. 

B. Block 8. With berry. Head of 1834, star 6 points to headband and is dis¬ 

tant from hair curl. Scarce. 
C. Block 8. With hern'. Head of 1837, hair over coronet sweeps back to 

form first curl below star 7. Common. 

D. Fancy 8. No berry. Head of 1835, star 6 points to curl over headband 

and is close to this curl. Common. 

E. Fancy 8. No berry. Head of 1834. Rare. 

F Fancy 8. With berry. Head of 1834. Apparently unique. 

G. Fancy 8. With berry. Head of 1835. AM in AMERICA widely spaced. 

Rare. 
H. Fancy 8. With berry. Head of 1835. AM closely spaced. Scarce. 

Purchased from Se Ro Coins, Inc., March 10, 1969. 

290 1836 Breen-6143. Head of 1835. MS-64 (PCGS). Satiny lustre 

on obverse and reverse. A splendid example of the date, \aii- 

ety, and grade. This is our variety D, a common die variety. 

The reverse was also used with an 1835 obverse, however, this 

variety was struck first. 
On the reverse a bisecting crack begins at the border, extends through the 

left side of star 6, the coronet, and exits to the right, extending between 

stars 12 and 13 to clearly touch a dentil on the right. 

Reverse with die crack connecting base of ATES OF. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, May 30, 1972. Formerly 

from Hank Rogers. 

Another Incredible 1836 Breen-6143 $2.50 

Lovely Mint State 1836 $2.50 

88 1836 Breen-6142. Head of 1834. MS-61. Sharply struck with 

frosty bright yellow gold lustre. A few minor abrasions are 

noted, as expected for the grade. A very pleasing example, 

ideal for the date or type collector. Another example of our 

variety B which is scarce. 
Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, October 30, 19/2. 

Lustrous Quarter Eagle Grouping 

Selection of 14 different quarter eagles, beginning with the 

1836 Classic Head and continuing to include many early Lib¬ 

erty Head pieces. ☆ 1836 Breen-6142. EF-40 ☆ 1843-0 Small 

Date. AU-50 ☆ 1845 AU-50 ☆ 1850 AU-50 ☆ 1851 AU-50 ☆ 
1852 AU-55 ☆ 1853 AU-55 ☆ 1854 AU-50 ☆ 1854-0 AU-50 ☆ 
1855 MS-60 ☆ 1856 AU-58 ☆ 1857 MS-60 ☆ 1858 AU-50 ☆ 
1861 AU-50. All with some degree of original mint lustre com¬ 

mensurate with the assigned grade. (Total: 14 pieces) 

(2X photo) 

291 1836 Breen-6143. Head of 1835. MS-64. Satiny lustre is seen 

on the obverse, while the reverse is partially prooflike. Se\ ei al 

areas of planchet lamination are seen at the reverse on the left. 

Our die variety D. 
Obverse with diagonal finish lines oriented at about a 45° angle from the 

vertical, extending from upper left to lower right, the normal orientation 

seen (discussed in later notes as well). The dentils arc bold, regular, and well 

executed. Bisecting crack begins at the border, extends through the left side 

of star 6, the coronet, and exits to the right, diminishing to virtual nothing¬ 

ness between stars 12 and 13. 
On the reverse the aforementioned planchet lamination was probably 

caused by some air bubbles being trapped in the gold ingot from which the 

strip was rolled, and as the multi-step rolling process took place, the bubbles 

were distended. A delicate crack is seen connecting the bottom of ATES OF. 

From Quality Sales Corporation's sale of the Beck Collection, Part 

III, February 1977, Lot 1392. 
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Memorable 1836 $2.50 

292 1836 Breen-6143. Head of 1835. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and 

lustrous. A significantly above-average strike. Out die variety D. 

On the obverse a bisecting crack begins at the border, extends through 

the left side of star 6, the coronet, and exits to the right, fading to virtual 

disappearance between stars 12 and 13. 

On the reverse, a delicate crack is seen connecting the bottoms of ATES 

(STATES). 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 30, 1971. 

Desirable Mint State 1836 $2.50 

293 1836 Breen-6143. Head of 1835. MS-61. Very lightly abraded 

yellow gold surfaces with satiny lustre. A desirable example of 

this variety. Our die variety D. 

The obverse is cracked from the border through star 6 and across the bust 

to the upper hair ribbon, continuing faintly to the right border. The reverse 

has a very faint crack through bases of ATES and a faint crack from the left 

shield point toward the eagle’s throat. 

Fancy 8 in date, star 6 close to curl, reverse without berry in branch. A 

common variety. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, April 17, 1967. Earlier 

from an unspecified Paramount auction. Lot 584. 

294 1836 Breen-6143. Head of 1835. AU-55. Light greenish yellow 

gold with satiny, slightly reflective lustre. Minor surface marks 

are noted, typical of coins at this grade level. A further ex¬ 

ample of our die variety D. 

Fancy 8 in date, star 6 close to curl, reverse without berry in branch. A 

common variety. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 
1726. 

295 1836 Breen-6143. Head of 1835. EF-45. A pleasing example 

with light hairlines from cleaning. A few abrasions are noted, 

including small rim nicks at bottom of reverse. Traces of lustre 

remain in the protected areas. This is our die variety H and is 

very scarce. 

A die crack from the border passes through star 6 to the bust, eventually 

reaching the border at 4:00. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 2. 

Grouping of Quarter Eagles 

296 Selection of quarter eagles, all different: 43 1836 Breen-6143. 

VF-25. Pale gold surfaces ☆ 1851 MS-60 ☆ 1852 MS-61 ☆ 1853 

AU-58. Deeply toned ☆ 1854 AU-58 ☆ 1854-0 EF-45. Brilliant 

and lustrous unless otherwise noted. (Total: 6 pieces) 

Stunning 1836 Quarter Eagle 

Head of 1837 

Superb Gem MS-66 

(2X photo) 

297 1836 Breen-6144. Head of 1837. MS-66 (PCGS). Called a trarr 

sitional head by Breen, further noted as “very rare.” Brilliam 

and deeply lustrous. A magnificent example. This is our vari; 

ety C. Despite Breen’s notation, we consider this to be 

readily available variety (although primarily in lower grades- 

among 1836 quarter eagles. 

PCGS Population: 1, none finer. 

Perfect dies. 

From Stack 's sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lo, 

80. Earlier purchased by Harold Bareford from Ira S. Reed, 37 South 

18th Street, Philadelph ia, possibly as part of a sale or other event, se¬ 

rially numbered in ink stamp “652. ” 

298 1836 Breen-6144. Head of 1837. AU-58. Highly lustrous 

bright yellow gold with typical design definition, weak at cen¬ 

tral areas. A very pleasing example with only minor contact 
marks. Our die variety C. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, October 18, 1966. 

299 1836 Breen-6144. Head of 1837. AU-58. Brilliant deep yellow 

gold with weak central devices. Minor abrasions are noted in the 

reflective fields. This is an example of our variety A, very rare at 

all grade levels, particularly so in the quality offered here. The 

reverse die was also used with an 1835-dated obverse. 

I he obverse die has a crack from the border at 9:00 to the nose, continu¬ 

ing to the ear. Another crack trom the border passes through the right side 

of 0 to bust. 1 he reverse has a small die chip in the angle between diagonal 

and right upright of N. Cracked from the left shield tip to eagle's neck, also 

through bases of TATES and with faint crack through top of first T in 

STATES. 

Purchased from Dean Oakes, April 19, 1969. 

300 1836 Breen-6144. Head of 1837. AU-50. Light yellow' gold 

with considerable lustre and minor abrasions. A light scratch 

crosses the left side of the obverse through Liberty’s profile. 
Our variety C. 

Purchased from Gene Henry, February 29, 1972. 

301 1836 Breen-6144. Head of 1837. AU-50. Deep yellow gold 

with a small spot and orange toning between stars 1 and 2. 

Considerable lustre is present on both obverse and reverse. A 

few very minor scratches and other abrasions are noted. Our 
die variety C. 

From Rarcoa's 1970 ANA Sale, August 1970, Lot 1433. 

302 1836 Breen-6144. Head of 1837. AU-50. An attractive example 

of our variety C. 

From Stack's sale of September 1968, Lot 310. 
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Varied Selection of Quarter Eagles 

3 Large selection of quarter eagles, including both Classic 

Head and Liberty types: ☆ 1836 Breen-6144. VF-35. Pale yel¬ 

low gold ☆ 1843-0 Small Date. AU-53 ☆ 1850 AU-50 ☆ 1851 

AU-53 ☆ 1852 AU-58 ☆ 1853 AU-55 ☆ 1854 AU-53. Reverse 

Cud. A large cud die break appears on the reverse, extending 

from the rim to the tops of the letters NITE in one large pla¬ 

teau. A very intriguing variety, one the specialist will appreci¬ 

ate. An interesting rarity ☆ 1854-0 AU-50 ☆ 1855 MS-61 ☆ 
1856 AU-58 ☆1861 AU-50. All are brilliant and lustrous unless 

otherwise noted. (Total: 11 pieces) 

Grouping of Quarter Eagles 

4 Attractive grouping of quarter eagles: ☆ 1836 Breen-6144. 

VF-30, obverse scratch on truncation ☆ 1852 (4). MS-60 and 

AU-58 (3) ☆ 1853 AU-58 (2) ☆ 1854 (2) AU-58 and AU-53. All 

are brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 9 pieces) 

Lovely Gem 1837 Quarter Eagle 

Finest Certified 

(2X photo) 

5 1837 Breen-6145. MS-65 (PCGS). This lovely gem has brilliant, 

satiny orange-gold lustre with minimal surface marks. Very 

sharply struck with incredible aesthetic appeal. Seldom does a 

gem of this quality appear on the market. We are delighted to 

offer this coin. This coinage date is the first of three very 

scarce years, dividing the Classic Head design in half. This ex¬ 

ample is the most plentiful of all three die varieties of 1837. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Regarding population: 

The following PCGS population data illustrates the scarcity of this issue. 

Total Mint State populations are listed for each date and mintmark: 1834 

(136); 1835 (20); 1836 (122); 1837 (13); 1838 (18); 1838-C (3); 1839 (2); 

1839-C (2); 1839-D (10); 1839-0 (13). 

Identification of 1837 die varieties is not complicated: 

A: Two lines in each vertical shield stripe. 

B: Three lines in each stripe. Final A and lower arrowhead are joined. The 

variety offered here. 

C: Three lines in each stripe. Final A and lower arrowhead are separated. 

From. Harmer, Rooke’s sale of December 1969, Lot 402. 

Incredible Mint State 1838 Quarter Eagle 

Superb Gem MS-67 

Finest Certified for Date and Type 

(2X photo) 

306 1838 Breen-6146. MS-67 (PCGS). Very simply stated, this coin 

must be seen to be believed. Intense, frosty, and brilliant 

green-golcl with very slightly reflective fields providing a visible 

cameo contrast. A few very tiny, microscopic marks are noted, 

and we can almost count these on one hand. Ever so slightly 

weak at the highest point of hair on the obverse. Vertical ob¬ 

verse and diagonal reverse striae are noted. This remarkable 

gem is the only 1838 quarter eagle ever assigned the MS-67 

grade by PCGS. In fact, it is the only MS-67 Classic Head quar¬ 

ter eagle certified by PCGS for the entire design type, making 

it in essence, the finest known Classic Head quarter eagle. 

There is just one die variety for 1838 quarter eagle coinage. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Most obverse stars are sharply repunched. Minor die rust is visible on 

Liberty’s cheek. Otherwise, the dies are perfect. 

Purchased, from John N. Rowe, III, October 7, 1966. 

Another Lovely Mint State 1838 $2.50 

307 1838 Breen-6146. MS-60. Highly lustrous light yellow gold 

with extremely sharp design details. A few very light hairlines 

and other minor imperfections are noted. 4 his is a very pleas¬ 

ing example, overall. The opportunity to bid on two Mint State 

examples in one sale is certainly exceptional. Of course, this 

piece is not a rival to the superb MS-67 offered earlier but, still, 

even MS-60 quality is seldom encountered in the marketplace. 

The obverse of this issue has a very wide border, providing a 

medallic appearance. 

Purchased from Se Ro Coins, Inc., March 10, 1969. 
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Lovely 1838-C Quarter Eagle 

308 1838-C Breen-6147. AU-58 (PCGS). A wonderful example of 

the first Charlotte Mint quarter eagle. Lustrous light yellow 

gold with orange toning. Pleasing surfaces with a few very mi¬ 

nor abrasions, none serious. This example is unusually sharply 

struck with full hair details and sharp wing detail at junction 

with right shield. Possibly one of the most pleasing survivors 

from the mintage of just 7,880 coins. Likely among the five or 

six finest known. There is just one variety of 1838-C quarter 

eagle. 

PCGS Population: 3; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

A historical sketch of the Charlotte Mint is found under our introduction 

to gold dollars. For the specialist in Charlotte Mint coins the 1838-C is quite 

important, representing as it does a piece produced during the first year of 

operation of that facility. 

Two obverse dies and three reverse dies were shipped from the Philadel¬ 

phia Mint to Charlotte, but it seems that only one pair of dies actually saw 

use. .All of these dies were later destroyed (in 1843). 

The date is somewhat irregular in the die, with the 3 high. The mintmark 

is double punched, with traces of an earlier impression below the final one; 

apparently the first-entered C in the die actually touched the top of the 3 in 

the date. Several stars show repunching, mostly notable 1, 9, and 13. This 

was in the twilight era of hand-finished dies, and within a decade such nice¬ 

ties (from a numismatic viewpoint) as double-punched stars would disap¬ 

pear, with the date logotype being just about the only point of difference. 

Purchased from Se Ro Coins, Inc., March 10, 1969. 

Beautiful 1839 $2.50 

High-Grade 1839-C $2.50 

310 1839-C Breen-6149. AU-55. Light yellow gold, very faint! 

granular, and with indications of a bump being smoothed ; 

the left rim. Probably the net value of an EF-40 coin. Sharp.' 

struck with a wealth of detail. A scarce issue of extraordinai 

importance as the first quarter eagle from the newly opene* 

Charlotte Mint. Three die varieties are described below, th: 

example being variety B. 

Rather than being an overdate, this is better described as a repunche« 

date, in our opinion. On the present piece a tiny line or crack connects tb 

upper and lower parts of the right side of the C mintmark. 

Identification of three die varieties: 

A: Mintmark over left half of digit 3. Tip of branch stem over right uprigt 

of I). Usually cracked, neck to right wing. 

B: Mintmark over left half of digit 3. Tip of branch stem over left edge c 

D. Usually cracked through E of STATES. 

C: Mintmark over space between 83. Usually cracked, left shield tip t 

beak. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 657. 

311 1839-C Breen-6149. Net VF-30; sharpness of EF-40 but po 

ished with abraded surfaces. A few minor obverse and revers 

imperfections are noted, including small rim marks at 4:00 o; 

the obverse and 2:30 on the reverse. A small gouge is presen 

in the upper right reverse field, just above the wing. Our di 

variety A for Charlotte Mint coinage of 1839. 

Perfect dies. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lc 

1807. 

309 1839 Breen-6148. “Overdate.” MS-62 (PCGS). Extremely 

sharply struck. Lustrous and with a hint of prooflike character. 

This is the only die variety of 1839 quarter eagle from Philadel¬ 

phia. Quite rare in Mint State. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Perfect dies. 

Regarding the “overdate” status of certain 1839/8 pieces, the Guide Book 

of United States Coins states that “these are made from defective punches.” 

On the other hand, Walter Breen unequivocally designates his varieties 

6148, 6149, and 6151 as overdates. Our view is that they are not overdates, 

but represent slight repunching. As noted elsewhere in the present cata¬ 

logue, Walter Breen was a bit more liberal than we are in assigning “over¬ 

date” status to various gold issues. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 605. 
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Mint State 1839-C Quarter Eagle 

Finest Certified 

Possibly Finest Known 

(2X photo) 

1839-C Breen-6150. Repunched Date. MS-62 (PCGS). Sharply 

struck with frosty, brilliant yellow gold lustre. A few very minor 

surface marks are noted. This variety has a sharply recut 39 in 

the date and is from the same reverse die as used for 1838-C 

coinage. Some confusion surrounds the varieties of 1839-C 

quarter eagle coinage. There are, in fact, only three varieties 

known, from two obverse and three reverse dies. The other 

obverse has the upper curve and lower knob of digit 9 con¬ 

nected, mated with two reverse dies both used only in 1839. 

This example is the finest certified by PCGS and is possibly the 

finest known of the entire 1839-C spectrum (as PCGS does not 

take into account die varieties), although to be completely ob¬ 

jective, it may be exceeded in quality by the Bareforcl Collec¬ 

tion coin sold by Stack’s in December 1978. Douglas Winter 

described the Bareford coin as MS-63. This is our die variety C. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from Se Ro Coins, Inc., March 10, 1969. 

Mint State 1839-D $2.50 

Second Finest Known 

(2X photo) 

314 1839-D Breen-6151. Recut Date. MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous 

bright greenish yellow gold with an average strike, slightly 

weak hair details over the ear and corresponding point of the 

reverse. The surfaces are very lightly abraded, unlike most 

known examples. This variety has slight doubling within 39 

and has long been mis-attributed as an overdate. 1 be reverse 

has a bold stem that ends left of D, our variety B. This is 

slightly scarcer than the other variety with weak stem ending 

over upright of D. Probably the second finest known 1839-D 

quarter eagle, exceeded only by the MS-64 example sold by 

Stack’s in 1994 as part of the James Stack Collection. 

PCGS Population: 2: 1 finer (MS-64). 

The reverse is cracked through the upright of second T in STATES to the 

eagle’s head, through the base of UNITED, and through the wing tip at left 

into the field below this D. 

Two varieties are known: 

A: Weak stem with tip over upright of D. 

B: Bold stem with tip just left of D. 

From Lester Alerkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 658. 

Memorable 1839-C $2.50 

Reverse of 1838 

[3 1839-C Breen-6150. Repunched Date. AU-55 (PCGS). Breen’s 

Repunched 39, which seems to be correct. Indeed, the repunching 

is dramatic, particularly on the 3. Light yellow gold with much lus¬ 

tre in protected areas. Nicely struck. Our die variety C with re¬ 

verse die the same as used for 1838-C quarter eagles. 

The obverse has the aforementioned double punching, quite dramatic in 

its aspect. The die is on the verge of being shattered and exhibits a crack 

from a dentil through the 3, past the mintmark, to the center of the portrait. 

Another crack is seen from the border at the left through star 1 then to the 

center of the cheek, continuing through the hair, exiting through star 9 and, 

in effect, bisecting the coin. The reverse die is likewise shattered, or nearly 

so, and shows a major break from the rim through the side of the 2 in the 

denomination, along the left side of the shield, through the eagle’s head, to 

the A (STATES), hut not exiting to the border. Another crack is seen to the 

left extending more or less parallel above the wing. 

From Rarcoa’s ANA Sale, August 1970, Lot 1438. 
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Choice Mint State 1839-0 $2.50 

High-Date Variety 

(2X photo) 

315 1839-0 Breen-6152. High Date, Wide Fraction. MS-63 

(PCGS). A wonderful example of the first quarter eagle struck 

in New Orleans. Light greenish gold with brilliant satin lustre 

and extremely sharp design details. All hair details and feather 

details are bold, quite unusual. The digit 3 is very slightly 

doubled. This is the more common of two varieties known, the 

Low Date, Close Fraction variety being considerably scarcer. 

Although a small number of Mint State coins survive from the 

mintage of 17,781, very few approach this coin for quality. 

PCGS Population: 5; 4 finer (MS-64 finest). 

The reverse die has been excessively polished with many of the lower de¬ 

tails weak or missing. The arrow shafts are weak, the lower one broken. The 

stem to the branch is almost entirely gone, leaving a branch tip isolated in 

the field above and left of D, also leaving three pair of leaves isolated in the 

field. The berry and stem are also entirely missing. A die crack from top of 

the large digit 2 crosses the upper leaf to base of I in UNITED. 

Two varieties are known: 

A: High Date, Wide Fraction. Common. 

B: Low Date, Close Fraction. Scarce. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 659. 

Beautiful 1839-0 Quarter Eagle 

316 1839-0 Breen-6152. High Date, Wide Fraction. MS-61 

(PCGS). Lustrous and frosty. A beautiful specimen of the first 

quarter eagle from the New Orleans Mint. 

Obverse from perfect die, although with portions of the portrait either 

lightly impressed into the working die or slightly relapped. Some die finish 

lines are seen within the ear. 

The reverse is designated by Breen as his “wide fraction, small arrows.” 

On the present piece the die is much relapped, disconnecting the arrow¬ 

heads, leaves, etc., and presenting a curious appearance when studied under 

magnification. A crack is seen from the border through the 2 of the denomi¬ 

nation, along the stem, to I (UNITED), splitting with a branch going to the 

border, continuing along the bases, with another branch, continuing to con¬ 

nect the bases of ITED. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1967, Lot 403. 

Choice Mint State 1839-0 Quarter Eagle 

Close Fraction Variety 

Scarcer of Two Varieties 

(2 X photo) 

317 1839-0 Breen-6153. Low Date, Close Fraction. MS-63 

(PCGS). A lovely example with brilliant, frosty yellow gold lus4 

tie and very choice surfaces. Quite sharply struck with very 

slight weakness at central obverse and reverse. This is fat 

scarcer than the Wide Fraction variety, and may be among the 

finest known for this die marriage. Slight doubling is noted in¬ 

side the upper curves of 3 and 9. The reverse is rotated show-, 

ing medallic alignment rather than normal coin alignment. 

PCGS Population: 5; 4 finer (MS-64 finest). 

The reverse has several cracks: from top edge of wing to left through top 

of eagle's head and wing at right to base of first A. A curved crack from bor¬ 

der through R to arrowhead and shaft, crossing lower feathers, eventual]) 

angling downward through arrow shafts to left field, a branch down through 

left upright of N to border. 

Purchased from Superior, March 28, 1978. 

318 1839-0 Breen-6153. Low Date, Close Fraction. EF-45. Light 

yellow gold with minor abrasions and hairlines, probably 

cleaned at some time in the past. Sharply struck with only very 

slight weakness at the central obverse. 

Perfect dies. 

From Lester Merkin's sale of Febmaiy 1972, Lot 368. 

319 1839-0 Breen-6153. Low Date, Close Fraction. VF-35. Deep 

yellow gold with a trace of greenish tint. A few very minor sur¬ 

face marks are noted. 

Obverse cracked from rim above star 4 to eye, continuing to hair curls at 

back of head. Reverse die shattered with numerous cracks. From border at 

10:00 to wing tip, following top of wing and across field to eagle's beak, 

through head, across right field through wing, to first A and border. From 

border through left upright of N into field, turning at a right angle to lower 

feathers. From border through center of R into field, turning down to point 

of top arrow. 

As we leave the Classic Head series behind we again suggest, in fact im¬ 

plore readers that this series, 1834-1839, is laden with many numismatic trea¬ 

sures, the vast majority of which are unrecognized except by specialists, but 

which upon inspection will reward the owner with many hours of enjoyable 

study. The preceding listing is, to our knowledge, the most extensive, com¬ 

prehensive, auction offering in American numismatic history. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 608. 
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First-Year 1840 $2.50 

Inauguration of the Liberty Head Type 

0 1840 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and very lustrous. Some light 

striking at the centers, as is normal for authentic examples of 

this date (Breen: “Normally weak in centers”). A piece that is 

head and shoulders above the quality typically encountered. 

Indeed, in his Encyclopedia Breen said “Prohibitively rare 

above EF,” indicating that even in AU grade an 1840 quarter 

eagle would be a landmark. 
Not only is the present specimen rare from a grade view¬ 

point, but it is especially significant as the first year of issue of 

Christian Gobrechf s Liberty Head or Coronet design. Inter¬ 

estingly, there seem to have been few if any deliberately saved 

by the public. The same can be said of the Liberty Seated dol¬ 

lar, which also made its debut in this year. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Philadelphia Mint quarter eagles of the 1840-1858 era, and some of 1859, 

have the so-called Type I or early hub, with heavy arrowheads spaced closely 

together. Beginning in 1858, die hub was changed at the Philadelphia Mint, 

and from that time through 1861, both reverses were used interchangeably. 

At the San Francisco Mint the old style reverse was used through and includ¬ 

ing 1876-S, at which time the new reverse was employed (although Walter 

Breen mentions in passing that an 1862-S with the new type reverse may be 

known). These reverse styles have not been widely studied, but upon close 

inspection can provide interesting varieties that are quite collectible. No 

doubt the listing of these in Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and 

Colonial Coins could be modified by close study of many different pieces, 

particularly which dates and mintmarks of pieces 1859 through the 1870s 

exist with which reverses. In the present text, hub differences are not noted 

until 1859 as all before that date are Type I. 

Obverse with four-digit date logotype well centered. Reverse with minute 

crack extending from the lowest feather tip through the divisor of the frac¬ 

tion to a dentil. Many die striae are in the fields, reflective of the die finish- 

ing process. 

From our sale of the Garrett Collection, March 1980, Lot /5/. Pre¬ 

viously from William Hesslein, November 29,1919. 

Lovely AU 1840 Quarter Eagle 

321 1840 AU-58 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. Fairly sharply struck 

for the year, indeed above average in this regard. Held at an 

angle to the light, the coin exhibits some prooflike surface in 

protected areas. 

PCGS Population: 1; 3 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Date logotype higher on die than on the preceding lot. Perfect dies. 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 

Another High-Grade 1840 $2.50 

322 1840 AU-53 (PCGS). Light yellow gold surfaces. Remarkably 

fine strike for the year, very similar to the preceding. 

PCGS Population: 4; 4 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Date logotype high. Perfect dies. 

From Stack’s sale of the Copeland Collection, March 1967, Lot 

1573. 

Yet Another 1840 $2.50 

323 1840 AU-53 (PCGS). Typical strike for the era, somewhat 

lightly defined at the centers and stars. 

Date logotype fairly well centered on the obverse. Tiny crack on the reverse 

from the lowest feather tip through die divisor of the fraction to a dentil. 

How fortunate we are to have multiple high-grade examples of the 1840 

quarter eagle in the present sale, recalling Breen’s previously quoted com¬ 

ment that the issue is “prohibitively rare above EF." Harry Bass spent many 

years acquiring the beautiful quarter eagles offered in the present cata¬ 

logue. And just to think, in several days of bidding opportunities you have a 

chance to benefit from his efforts. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, March 19, 1968. 

324 1840 EF-45. Light yellow gold. 

Date logotype is very high on the die, about twice as close to the neck trun¬ 

cation as to the dentils. Although logotype positions vary, from this year 

through the last year of the design, 1907, differences tend to be most notice¬ 

able during the first two decades of production. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1476, 

to the Goliad Corporation, to Hairy Bass. 

325 1840 VF-35. A very attractive and quite affordable example of 

this important date. 

Date logotype slightly high; slightly different positioning from the preced¬ 

ing. 

From Superior's sale of February 1973, Lot 128. 
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Incredible 1840-C $2.50 

Choice Mint State 

Previously Unpublished Die Curiosity 

(2X photo) 

326 1840-C MS-63 (PCGS). A highly important coin from several 

aspects: 

First, the condition is outstanding. Indeed, this may be the 

finest known in Douglas Winter’s book, Charlotte Mint Gold 

Coins: 1838-1861. It stands alone at the top of the list on page 

44, the closest contender being in the MS-60 range. Similarly, 

Walter Breen ’s Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins 

makes specific mention of only a single Mint State coin of this 

issue, the piece offered here. At this point we mention—as we 

do several times throughout the catalogue—that certification 

service mumbers are one thing, but actual rarity can be an¬ 

other. During the past decade or so many scarce and rare 

coins have been resubmitted to various services and even to 

the same service, with the result that three or four or five list¬ 

ings in a population report might represent just a single coin! 

Further, there has been some grade inflation happening, 

thereby elevating the numbers. Still further, numbers do not 

take into consideration the aesthetic appeal of a coin. Nearly 

all of the Bass Collection coins represent pieces that are 

among the very finest known from an aesthetic viewpoint, 

within their grade category. 

Further in importance, the 1840-C is the first year of the Lib¬ 

erty Head series, and thus for the type collector or the Char¬ 

lotte specialist the 1840 has a special cachet. 

Still further, not only is the 1840-C a rarity in Mint State, but 

the issue is generally scarce in any grade. 

Last, but quite important, the obverse die is a major curiosity 

within the panorama of Liberty Head quarter eagle coinage. 

Details are described below. 

This lovely 1840-C is, in a word, incredible. We expect all stops 

to be drawn out, all caution thrown to the winds when this 

piece crosses the block. Bid with the virtual certainty that you 

may not live long enough to ever see another piece that is its 

equal (if indeed such other piece exists). 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Date logotype very boldly impressed into the die, and positioned 

slightly high. Reverse with C mintmark high and with the upper right 

serif embedded in the arrow feather. 

Under high magnification many circular raised lathe lines are seen in the 

portrait of Miss Liberty, these being particular evident among the words 

LIBERTY and on the neck. This phenomenon is very rare in American 

coinage, although in the course of cataloguing the Liberty Head pieces in 

the Bass sale we have come across two different dies with it. The reader is 

referred to the cataloguer’s dissertation relating to circular lathe lines as 

given beginning on page 64 of A Buyer’s and Enthusiast’s Guide to Flying 

Eagle and Indian Cents, where an 1864 Indian cent with circular lathe 

lines is illustrated. Thus far, relatively few coins in American numismat¬ 

ics have been identified with such features, although in today’s era of re¬ 

search and enlightenment we would not be a bit surprised to see others 

found. 

In the aforementioned book on Flying Eagle and Indian cents Craig B. 

Sholley, a modern leading light in matters involving Mint processes, con¬ 

tributed the following commentary: 

“On the question of which elements were in the model and which were 

entered at the master hub or master die stage, I think that the enclosed 

coins [1840 Liberty Seated half dollar and 1864 bronze Indian cent] and 

photos will assist in a rather straightforward analysis. 

“On the 1840 Liberty Seated half dollar, note that the lathe lines can be 

seen within the letters of LIBERTY. Therefore LIBERTY was in the 

model, since any punching of the letters after the reduction would have 

destroyed the machining lines. Likewise, note that some lines can be 

seen going up the sides of the crossbars and stripes in the shield. This 

demonstrates that these lines were also in the model. However, note that 

the reverse shield lines on all Liberty Seated halves prior to 1858 are 

hand cut. This effectively demonstrates the limitation of the lathe’s high 

aspect ratio (height to width) elements cannot be reproduced. In 1858 a 

new reduction was made to produce the Type II half dollar hub. The 

shield lines were cut into the new master die and reproduced by hubbing 

from that point on. 

“On the 1864 bronze Indian cent, note that the lathe lines can be seen 

within the upper loop of B and between the middle and upper crossbar of 

E in LIBERTY’. I also believe that the lines can be seen crossing the right 

lower serif of I and the left upper serif of E. However, note that I’ve only 

looked at this on my home ‘scope (20X); this should be checked at higher 

magnification. Regardless, this still shows that LIBERTY’ was in the model 

for the same reason as with the 1840 Libertv Seated half dollar. 

"Regarding the peripheral lettering UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, I 

believe that lettering was entered in the master dies. I have never seen 

lathe lines on this period coinage passing through the peripheral lettering. 

Also, Charles Hoskins and R.W. Julian have informed me that the lathe 

was not capable of reproducing the lettering unless the sides of the letters 

were raked 15° to allow the tool point to pass over. The first series to show 

lettering in the reduction is die Peace silver dollar series beginning years 

later in 1921 (note the beveled lettering on such silver dollars). 

“As to the reverse of the Indian cent. I can only draw parallels from the 

Liberty Seated half dollar series. I have several pieces which show the 

lathe lines on the reverse passing over details in the feathers, arrows, 

claws, etc. From this and the obverse of both the 1840 Liberty Seated half 

dollar and the 1864 bronze Indian cent, I would conclude that the wreath 

and the entire shield, including lines, were in the model. The inscription 

ONE CENT was punched into the master die.” 

While the preceding discussion focuses upon the Indian cent series, it 

is relevant to the methodology by which the present 1840-C obverse die 

was created. The subsequent two specimens of the 1840-C in the present 

sale are from the identical obverse. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 

85. Earlier from the Will W. Neil Collection. 
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Notable 1840-C Quarter Eagle 

Prooflike AU-58 

Curious Obverse Dies 

27 1840-C AU-58 (PCGS). Suggestions of prooflike surface on 

both obverse and reverse. A truly notable specimen of an issue 

which when seen is apt to be well worn. Certainly, this is in the 

front rank of finest known pieces, close to the Mint State level 

but not quite. 
Indeed, Douglas Winter’s Condition Census includes just 

tw'O pieces described as being higher grade than this: the afore¬ 

mentioned Bareford coin and a coin sold by Lester Merkin in 

his sale of April 1970. From that point the Condition Census 

drops down to AU-55. Thus, each of the AU-58 pieces in the 

present sale can be called Condition Census. 

PCGS Population: 3; 5 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Obverse die as preceding, with curious and fascinating circular die lathe 

lines. Date logotype deeply punched into the die and very slightly high. Re¬ 

verse with upper right of C mintmark embedded in arrow feather. 

Purchased from Stan Kesselman, January 16, 1970. 

Another Memorable 1840-C $2.50 

Curious Obverse Die 

28 1840-C AU-58 (PCGS). Another highly important coin, actu¬ 

ally an incredible example that in any other venue would be a 

prime highlight in the catalogue. 

The present coin is rare as described, has a beautiful prooflike 

surface, and is a rich light gold. It will be a delight to its next owner. 
Same obverse as preceding, last chance to acquire an example of this now- 

more-important-than-ever Charlotte Mint quarter eagle variety, a piece with 

circular obverse die lathe lines, a fine addition to any collection. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of August 1970, Lot 1463. 

Condition Census 1840-D $2.50 

The Fairfield Coin 

329 1840-D Shattered Dies. AU-58 (PCGS). Somewhat prooflike 

on both sides. Struck from dramatically shattered dies, and inter¬ 

esting as such. 
The 1840-D was minted to the extent of only 3,523 pieces. Its 

importance is parallel to that of the earlier-offered 1840-C is¬ 

sue, except that the 1840-D is typically found in even lower 

grades and, as if that were not enough, is usually poorly struck. 

The present specimen is quite well struck for the issue and is 

about a match for the Winter plate coin. 

Douglas Winter in his Gold Coins of the Dahlonega Mint 1838- 

1861 gives the following commentary, which senes to high¬ 

light by contrast the desirability of the Bass Collection coin, for 

it is fairly well struck: 
“The 1840-D is among the most poorly struck Dahlonega 

quarter eagles. The obverse always shows better details than 

the reverse. A few are knowm with nearly full detail on the hair 

of Liberty [such as the Bass coin], but much show some weak¬ 

ness. On all examples the stars are flat. The obverse milling is 

clear and sharp w'hile the date, although small, is sharp as well. 

The reverse is weaker with the shield and the right leg of the 

eagle nearly always blurry (but less blurry than usual on the 

Bass coin). 
“The 1840-D quarter eagle is characterized by below-average 

surfaces [with the Bass coin being a happy exception]. Many 

pieces are rough and show heavy marks in the Fields and on 

the devices [again, the Bass Collection piece is an exception], 

“Most are worn to the point of having no remaining lustre 

[not relevant to the Bass coin]. Higher grade pieces show' poor 

quality lustre with a dull grainy texture [not relevant to the 

Bass coin], A few semi-prooflike pieces exist and are very rare 

[relevant to the Bass coin!]” 
Douglas Winter goes on to state that just one die pair is 

known. Most show cracks in varying degrees. 

It is readily seen that the present coin is a numismatic trea¬ 

sure in the grade and quality here presented. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-60). 

Date logotype deeply punched into die and slightly high: one obverse be¬ 

ing used for all known coins. Bisecting crack extends from border at upper 

left, between stars 4 and 5, through the head of Miss Liberty, exiting be¬ 

tween stars 12 and 13. 

On the reverse the I) mintmark is deeply embedded in the bottom of the 

arrow feather; this is the only die known for 1840-C coinage. The horizontal 

shield lines arc pierced by multiple extensions of the vertical stripes, an in¬ 

teresting but not necessarily unusual phenomenon of the era. Evidences of 

circular lathe lines arc seen at the left and right open shield spaces, a charac¬ 

teristic which tics in nicely with the obverse die used to strike the earlier-of¬ 

fered lots 326-328. The same process was used at the Mint. However, unlike 

the obverse where the lathe lines are prominent, we notice them on the re¬ 

verse only in this small area—and, unlike the obverse of the 1840-C. the re¬ 

verse of this 1840-D is not spectacular in its aspect. 

The present die is bisected time by die breaks, and is about as shattered a 

die as we have ever seen in the quarter eagle series. ()ne » rack extends 1mm 

the left border through the left side of N (UNITED), through the leaves, 

eagle, and into the central motif. Related to this crack, but not neccssarilv 
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an extension of it, is another crack from the upper right of the shield ex¬ 

tending through the juncture of AM (AMERICA) to the border. 

Still another break, this one probably bisecting to begin with, begins at the 

top border, extends through the second T (STATES), the eagle’s head, 

body, down through the eagle, the left side of the mintmark, to the border. 

Still another crack is seen from the border to the eagle's wing at the upper 

left, and still another crack is seen from the border through C (AMERICA) 

to the lowest arrowhead. 

It would be interesting to study the die crack progression, as no doubt if a 

dozen or two pieces could be arranged side by side, this could be deter¬ 

mined. Once the die was first bisected, subsequent cracks would not be con¬ 

tinuous but would be interrupted by the first bisecting line. 

The combination of rarity, high quality, fascinating die characteristics, the 

first year of issue, the Bass pedigree, and other attributes all come together 

to create a truly memorable coin! 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1479 

to the Goliad Corporation, to Harry Bass. 

Condition Census 1840-D Quarter Eagle 

Lovely AU 

(2X photo) 

330 1840-D Shattered Dies. AU-50 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. 

Another specimen, a close match to the preceding and, curb 

ously, from virtually the same die state. 

This piece is one of the very finest known examples of the: 

1840-D quarter eagle and will no doubt attract wide attention. 

Perhaps the bidder who was not able to buy the preceding lot 

will wish to sharpen his or her pencil and be very' sure of ac¬ 

quiring the present coin! 

PCGS Population: 8; 4 finer (MS-60 finest). 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 28, 1967. 

108 BOWERS AND MEREN.! 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Incredible 1840-0 Quarter Eagle 

The Eliasberg Specimen 

131 1840-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Some light striking at the centers, as 

definitive on authentic pieces. 
This is the Eliasberg coin, there described as Choice Brilliant 

Uncirculated, and “A superb piece, possibly the finest known 

example of its kind.” Notably since that time, in 1988 Walter 

Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins listed 

this particular specimen as its only citation in the Mint State cat¬ 

egory. 
The mintage of 1840-0 quarter eagles, some 10,780 coins in 

all, quickly and quietly passed into the channels of commerce, 

where most pieces became worn down to the grade typically 

encountered today-Very Fine or, occasionally, EF. There was 

no numismatic interest in mintmarks at the time, and not even 

the Mint Cabinet (recently formed in June 1838) desired to 

have branch mint coins. The survival of the present piece 

was due to a rare chance—the circumstances of which are un¬ 

known. 
For the quarter eagle specialist this represents another 

landmark opportunity, what is believed to be the finest 

known specimen of the first Liberty Head New Orleans quar¬ 

ter eagle. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Date logotype deeply impressed into the die and quite high, about three 

times closer to the neck truncation than to the dentils. 

Reverse with small O mintmark, as usually seen, the mintmark being 

embedded in the tip of the tail feather. 

From out sale of the Eliasberg Collect ion, October 1982, Lot 115. 
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Lovely AU 1840-0 $2.50 

332 1840-0 AU-50. Warm yellow surfaces with some golden or¬ 

ange patination. Quite scarce at this high grade level. 

Reverse with small O mintmark, but a different die from the preceding, 

with part of the arrow feather showing within the mintmark. Some promi¬ 

nent diagonal die finish lines are seen from the border above ST. 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 

333 1840-0 EF-45. An attractive specimen with light yellow gold 

surfaces and some rose toning. Not easy to find at the EF level. 

Obverse with date high. Reverse with O mintmark by tip of arrow feather, 

part of which shows the mintmark, but in a slightly different position from 

the die in the preceding lot. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, April 11, 1972. 

-1 

334 1840-0 EF-40. A final specimen of this issue. Some mint lustre 

is still seen in protected areas. 

Date logotype high as usual. Reverse with what Harry Bass called a !am 

mintmark, the same die as described earlier, with traces of the eagle feather 

at the upper left interior of the mintmark and diagonal die lines extending 

from the border above ST. 

While the mintmarks of this date can be variously described as “small' 

(per Breen), medium or large, in fact they are all quite small, although them 

may be some minor differences among them. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1480\ 

to the Goliad Corporation, to Harry Bass. 
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The Famous 1841 “Little Princess” $2.50 

The Classic Rarity in the Series 

Fewer Than 20 Known 

335 1841 Proof-60 (PCGS). Extremely sharply struck. Bril¬ 

liant rich gold coloration. Mirrorlike fields have evi¬ 

dence of friction as defined by the Proof-60 grade. 

The fame of the 1841 quarter eagle is far reaching and 

long enduring. Indeed, this is the best known rarity in 

the entire series (not the most elusive in absolute terms; 

that honor goes to 1854-S, and certainly 1863 is in the 

running). 
For many years the 1841 quarter eagle has been affec¬ 

tionately called the Little Princess by numismatists. And, 

indeed, among quarter eagles it is indeed a princess- 

court is paid to it whenever an example comes on the 

market. 
The exact number known cannot be determined with 

certainty, as certain listings may represent duplicate ap¬ 

pearances of the same coin. In 19/ / when we offered 

the Fairfield Collection specimen (recently graded as 

Proof-40 by PCGS), we noted that at the time Walter 

Breen believed there were eight different specimens in 

existence, one of which was of questionable authenticity 

and two of which were in museums—leaving just five 

available genuine pieces. In our 1977 offering we noted 

that David Akers had traced 13 different auction ap¬ 

pearances, including duplicate offerings of certain 

specimens. We concluded by stating that it was out esti¬ 

mate at the time that about seven to nine coins were 

known in collectors’ hands or estates. 
In 1988 in Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. 

and Colonial Coins the most ambitious roster ever at¬ 

tempted was presented on page 494 and listed 12 othei 

specimens, some of which may have ovei lapped, and at 

least one of which was “not verified.” In addition, Breen 

noted that “others reported, mostly \ F to EF. 

jj-j more recent times, our senioi numismatist, Maik 

Borckardt, catalogued the Fairfield coin, Proof-40, for 

presentation as part of our Columbia Collection offer¬ 

ing in November 1998. A fair amount of effort was ex¬ 

pended, resulting in what was the most comprehensive 

study to reach print as of that time. 
Now for the occasion of the Bass Collection coin we 

update the Borckardt study, adding the present coin as 

well as another piece in the Bass Collection, both of 

which were not recorded by Mark Borckardt at the 

time. This piece and the other Bass coin appear in the 

following listing as No. 2 and No. 3, with other listings 

adjusted by number accordingly. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (Proof-64 finest). 
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The 1841 “Little Princess” Quarter Eagle 

A History, Appreciation, and Registry 

(Latest Revision) 

By Mark Borckardt 

Although the existence of the 1841 quarter eagle was known 

almost immediately after it was struck, and a Proof was placed in 

the Mint Cabinet, very little was discussed in numismatic circles 

until these coins were a century old. The first substantive essay 

appeared in 1941 in B. Max Meld's sale of the W.F. Dunham 

Collection. Mehl, the well-known Fort Worth, TX, dealer con¬ 

ducted business from 1903 to 1957; Dunham was a Chicago 

pharmacist who was especially active on the numismatic scene 

in the early 20th century; his 1941 sale remains an American 

auction catalogue masterpiece, the high point of Mehl’s ca¬ 

reer. Prior to this sale, only three auction appearances have 

been located by the writer, the first in W.H. Strobridge’s cata¬ 

logue of the George Seavey Collection in 1873. The collection 

of George Seavey was described in detail by W.H. Strobridge 

for a sale which was to be held in 1873. Prior to the sale, collec¬ 

tor Lorin G. Parmelee purchased the entire Seavey Collection 

en masse and the sale never took place. Parmelee, a Boston 

baker of beans, had the most important cabinet of federal 

coins in the 1870s and 1880s, with Baltimore collector T. 

Harrison Garrett having the second finest holding. Parmelee’s 

coins were later dispersed widely, most notably in an auction 

in 1890, but on other occasions and in other venues as well. 

The 1841 quarter eagle, which may have been struck only in 

Proof format, was not recorded in the Annual Report of the Direc¬ 

tor of the Mint, or in other Mint records, at the time of issue. This 

would seem to indicate that business strikes intended for circu¬ 

lation were not made, and that production was limited to Proofs 

for cabinet purposes. There is probably no other explanation, as 

certainly no secrecy was involved, nor were the pieces restruck. 

A year later in 1842, Jacob Reese Eckfeldt and William E. 

Dubois recorded the existence of an example in the Mint Cabi¬ 

net in their book, A Manual of Gold and Silver Coins of All Na¬ 

tions, Struck Within the Past Century. The 1841 was illustrated on 

Plate I from an engraving taken from a medal-ruling machine, 

somewhat of an innovation at the time. This device, which may 

have been invented by Christian Gobrecht, but was credited to 

others, made it possible for a stylus to trace over the surface of a 

three-dimensional medal and render a two-dimensional engrav¬ 

ing of it. The Eckfelclt-Dubois volume was not primarily in¬ 

tended as a numismatic reference, but seems to have been sold 

mainly to bullion dealers and banks. Thus, no information was 

given concerning the rarity of the 1841 quarter eagle (if, indeed, 

it was considered rare at the time), nor was the rarity of other 

coins highlighted. This same volume represented the first ap¬ 

pearance in print of the 1804-clated silver dollar; previously, 

collectors were not aware of the existence of a dollar dated this 
year. 

In 1860, James Ross Snowden’s A Description of Ancient and 

Modem Coins in the Cabinet Collection at the Mint of the United States, 

referred to the issue as a ‘pattern” coinage. Between pages 128 

and 129 is a fold-out Statement, Exhibiting the Number of Pieces 

Coined at the Mint of the United States.” This statement de¬ 

scribed the 1841 quarter eagles as “patterns” and notes “only a 

few specimens were struck, one of which is now in the Mint Cabi¬ 

net.” Snowden, who became director of the Mint in 1853 and 

who had a strong interest in numismatics, probably consulted 

Dubois, who at the time was the Mint historian, on the subject of 

the 1841 quarter eagle. Sometimes the term “pattern” was used 

interchangeably with “Proof,” and referred to limited-production 

pieces made for cabinet purposes, not necessarily to experimen¬ 

tal designs (the definitions are different from what we use to¬ 

day). Snowden left the Mint in 1861 at the end of James 

Buchanan’s presidency. His interest in numismatics contin¬ 

ued, and he remained a member of the Philadelphia Numis¬ 

matic Society and retained his contacts with collectors. Until 

the situation went “underground” in early summer 1859, 

Snowden openly announced that the Mint would obligingly 

make restrikes of rarities for collectors, especially if such 

were exchanged with Washington tokens and medals 

needed by the Mint Cabinet, Washington pieces being the 

primary focus at the time. 

The next auction appearance of an 1841 quarter eagle lo¬ 

cated by the author is an example appearing in the 1890 New 

York Coin and Stamp Co. catalogue of the Lorin G. Parmelee 

Collection. Lot 1122 was simply described “[1841] Quarter 

Eagle; very good.” There was no plate in the sale, however, 

this may be the same as a few later offerings at the same grade 

level. Of course, an 1890s “Very Good” may have been much 

different from the specific grade that “Very Good” identifies 

today in 1999; back in 1890 it could have referred to a coin 

that was simply a “very nice” example. 

Another 29 years passed with little mention of this issue until 

Edgar Adams issued his Official Premium List of United States, Pri¬ 

vate and Territorial Gold Coins in 1909. He noted the existence 

of two examples: the specimen in the Mint Cabinet and an ex¬ 

ample owned by Joseph C. Mitchelson of Connecticut (al¬ 

though Mitchelson was not mentioned by name). Two years 

later, in 1911, Mitchelson passed away and his collection went 

to the State of Connecticut through terms of his will. 

Mitchelson’s collection is now housed in a special room and 

vault at the Connecticut State Library in Hartford. Adams 

wrote: “Only two of these coins are known to be in existence. 

One is owned by a private collector in Connecticut, and the 

other specimen is in the United States Mint Collection at Phila¬ 

delphia. The mint records, however, do not mention the issue 

of a quarter eagle in this year at die parent mint.” It was popu¬ 

lar years ago for numismatists to refer to the Philadelphia 

Mint as either the “parent mint” or the “mother mint.” Such 

terminology is not often seen today. 

Virtually nothing new was mentioned about the 1841 quarter 

eagle until B. Max Mehl’s aforementioned offering of an ex¬ 

ample in the Dunham Collection, in June 1941, 100 years after 

they were struck. Today in 1999, B. Max Mehl is viewed with 

mixed emotions. Some consider him to be a numismatic show¬ 

man with little serious knowledge, while others credit him as 

being the most important rare coin dealer of the early 20th cen¬ 

tury. The truth is actually a combination of both. While Mehl is 

not particularly remembered for his technical numismatic 

knowledge, he certainly handled his share of rarities, and today 

his catalogues are highly esteemed for the collections they 

showcased. And, among his descriptions are some that are of 

excellent value to researchers today, including the Dunham de¬ 

scription of an 1841 quarter eagle: 

"1841 quarter eagle or $2.50 gold of the Philadelphia Mint. 

Finely milled edge, typical of the Philadelphia Mint gold coin¬ 

age of these years, and not the coarse milling of the Charlotte 

Mint. This rarity was originally struck as a Proof and still main¬ 

tains quite a bit of Proof lustre around the stars and legend, 

but has seen some circulation. It can easily be classed as Ex¬ 

tremely Fine and only a shade from Uncirculated. I doubt if 

more than six specimens are known to exist. As noted, there is 

no record of the 1841 Philadelphia Mint quarter eagle coin¬ 

age in government documents. This ties in nicely with the 

policy that Proofs were not recorded in the mintage figures, al¬ 

though business strikes usually were. 

“To the best of my knowledge the only other specimen ever 

to have been offered at auction in this country was the one 
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sold in my sale March 26th of last year [1940]. The coin was fine, 

and it sold for $605.00. As mentioned in my catalog of that sale, 

Mr. Adams, in his ‘Official List,’ published in 1909, stated that 

only two specimens of this coin were then known to exist, one in 

the Mitchelson Collection, now owned by the State of Connecti¬ 

cut, and the other in the United States Mint Collection, both 

specimens of which, of course, are out of the market for all 

time. Four or five specimens have been discovered since Mr. 

Adams’ work appeared in 1909. The first of these specimens, 

discovered about 11 years ago, was sold at private sale for over 

$3,000.00. Since then other specimens have sold for less, but 

above $1,000.00. The last specimen offered, as mentioned 

above, brought $605.00. 1 consider it probably the rarest quar¬ 

ter eagle and one of our very rarest gold coins.” 

This issue has been nicknamed the “Little Princess” for many 

years. The first located use of this term seems to have appeared 

in the catalogue of the Davis-Graves Collection, written by 

Norman Stack and sold by Stack’s in 1954. The text noted: 

“This 1841 quarter eagle is the only one available today and we 

like to call it the ‘Little Princess’ in the coin rarities." Perhaps 

this comment derived from or was inspired by the earlier com¬ 

parison made in 1946 by Abe Kosoff in the Numismatic Gallery 

sale of the World’s Greatest Collection (F.C.C. Boyd). In that 

sale, Kosoff compared this rarity to the 1822 half eagle: “While 

it is not quite as rare as the 'King of American Gold, namely the 

1822 half eagle, it is just as beautiful and this specimen in Proof 

condition is just as difficult to obtain. 

All examples of the 1841 quarter eagle were struck from a 

single pair of dies. Flowever, it is not known whether aftei the 

Proofs were made, it was the intention of the Mint to produce 

business strikes, or whether any business strikes were actually 

made. In his Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins, 

Walter Breen noted that these were only struck in Proof. Ear¬ 

lier, in his auction survey of gold coins, David W. Akers was not 

convinced that all were struck as Proofs. 
Especially significant to the discussion, an offering of an 1841 

quarter eagle in the Mid-American sale of May 1985 has a com¬ 

ment originating from John Dannreuther indicating that the 

1841 and 1846 Proof quarter eagles in the Eliasberg Collection 

sale were struck from the same reverse die. This provides addi¬ 

tional evidence for those who believe all examples of the Little 

Princess were intended as Proofs. 
In his Analysis of Auction Records, David Akers discussed this 

coin in detail: 
“The 1841 is generally considered to be the most desirable of 

all Liberty Head quarter eagles. There is no official record of 

this date having been struck, but obviously a small number were 

minted. Most numismatists and cataloguers feel that this is a 

Proof-only date and that all known specimens were originally 

struck in Proof for inclusion in presentation sets. This seems un¬ 

likely to me and I am not convinced that the 1841 is a Proof-only 

date. 
“First of all, there are far too many specimens known when 

compared to other Proof quarter eagles (or Proof gold of any 

other denomination) of the same period. Less than five Proofs 

are known of every other quarter eagle from 1840 to 1848, and 

yet I would estimate that at least 12 and possibly as many as 15 

1841s are known. Only a few of them are clearly and unequivo- 

callv Proofs, such as the coin in the Smithsonian Institution, the 

piece in Louis Eliasberg’s collection, the Davis/Graves coin, and 

perhaps one or two others. Most of the others are will tiicu 

lated and, in fact, grade from V G to EF. More importantly, the 

supposedly “impaired Proofs” just don’t look like impaired 

Proofs. Consider for example the Wolfson specimen, which was 

subsequently in the Shuford Sale and then in the 1974 NASC 

Sale conducted by the American Auction Association. Although 

barely circulated, it has almost no trace of a Proof surface and 

few of the other characteristics of a genuine Proof (such as a 

square edge), although it does appear to have been struck 

from the same dies as the Proofs. 
“If indeed the 1841 is a Proof-only date, it would be an inter¬ 

esting research project for someone to determine why such a 

large number (relatively speaking, of course) were struck. Cer¬ 

tainly it was not for presentation sets since such sets would 

have included a half eagle and eagle as well. Or would they? 

Could there have been presentation sets that contained the 

minor coins and just the quarter eagle without the other two 

gold coins? Was there something special about the year 1841 

that justified altering the normal pattern ol making gold 

Proofs? On the other hand, if the 1841 quarter eagle is not a 

Proof-only date, as I believe, then why were so few struck and 

why was there no record of the mintage? 
“As you can see, this coin poses many interesting questions 

and, for that reason, it is for me one of the most intriguing 

and enigmatic of all Linked States gold coins. 

“All known specimens of the 1841 were apparently struck 

from the same dies. Since some pieces are obviously Proofs, 

this would normally indicate that they were all struck as Proofs 

since 1 know of no other non-Proof gold coins of any denomi¬ 

nation or date that were struck from the same dies as the 

Proofs of the same year.” 
Today, in 1999, some questions have been answered, but 

others remain. It is now known that there are multiple in¬ 

stances in which dies used to strike Proof gold (and other) 

coins were, indeed, used to make business strikes. However, 

we still do not know whether this took place with the 1841 

quarter eagle dies. 
No record of the coinage of this issue has been found in con¬ 

temporary government documents, as noted in the introduc¬ 

tion to this article. However, it was not customary to keep 

records of Proofs struck, although business strikes were usually 

accounted for. Per contra, there are a number of authentic 

United States coins known which, obviously, were made as busi¬ 

ness strikes, but were not recorded in government records, no¬ 

tably the 1870-S half dime (presently unique) and the 1870-S 

Liberty Seated silver dollar (about 10 known); both ol these is¬ 

sues have no indication of ever having been struck from Prool 

dies, but are strictly business strikes. 
If all were struck in Proof format, perhaps the output was 

partially for collectors and partially for presentation or some 

other purpose, perhaps for some long-forgotten ceremony. In 

1841 the quarter eagle was the smallest gold coin produced by 

the United States (the gold dollar did not make its debut until 

1849). Thus, a civic, political, commercial, or other ceremony 

requiring gold coins as an honorarium or gilt would find the 

quarter eagle to be convenient. If business strikes were made 

for general circulation, they were made from dies that had a 

full Proof finish. 
To summarize the preceding, all known 1841 quarter eagles 

are from the same Proof dies. A number of pieces show signs 

of circulation and were “spent, which seems logical il some 

were used for presentation purposes in ceremonies and not 

sold directly to numismatists. If any coins were made for gen¬ 

eral circulation, they appeared as Proofs when first issued. 

Relating to the numismatic aspects of the 1841 quarter eagle, 

as with any rarity, the authentication of any “new” specimen is 

mandatory. In the chronicles of numismatics there have been a 

few instances of “1841” quarter eagles being offered that were 

created by removing a C or D mintmark from an 1841-dated 

Charlotte or Dahlonega coin. Numismatists are more sophisti¬ 

cated now, and a piece that might have fooled an earlier genera¬ 

tion would not likely pass muster today, especially if a simple 

test is made concerning the vertical edge reeding. I he Little 

Princess has a very fine, closely spaced reeding in comparison 
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to its Charlotte and Dahlonega counterparts. In Stack’s offering 

of the Samuel Wolfson Collection of United States gold coins, 

October 1962, under Lot 114 are excellent photographs of the 

edge reeding on coins from all three mints. The branch mint 

coins have edge reeding with rather wide spaces between each 

reed, described by Breen as coarse reeding. The Philadelphia 

Mint coin, however, has very narrow spaces between each reed, 

Breen’s fine reeding. B. Max Mehl noticed this difference in his 

1941 catalogue of the Dunham Collection. 

Registry of 1841 Quarter Eagles 

Today in 1999, the 1841 Little Princess quarter eagle is recog¬ 

nized as a highlight of any cabinet fortunate enough to possess 

an example of this classic rarity. The following listing, revised 

from our earlier November 1998 listing, includes the Harry W. 

Bass, Jr. specimens and represents the pieces known to the 

writer: 

This list is based on the roster in Walter Breen 's Complete Ency¬ 

clopedia ofU.S. and Colonial Coins, 1988, to which certain correc¬ 

tions have been made and pieces added. The author is also 

deeply indebted to Philip Scott Rubin for providing much infor¬ 

mation regarding auction citations and for verifying certain 

information below. Rubin keeps an auction appearance record 

of many rarities covering the entire spectrum of United States 

coinage. Without his research, pedigree tracking would be 

much less complete. It is believed that no more than 16 to 18 

different examples survive today, some of which are in institu¬ 

tional collections as noted. 

1. Smithsonian Collection. Proof. National Numismatic Col¬ 

lection; Smithsonian Institution. This example was undoubt¬ 

edly placed in the Mint Cabinet (which had been formed in 

June 1838) at the time of striking, 1841. • This specimen was 

illustrated in the Eckfeldt-Dubois Manual published in 1842, 

the first time the existence of this date reached print, as it was 

not included in the Annual Report of the Director of the Mint. 

2. Eliasberg Collection. Proof-63 (now in the Harry W. Bass, 

Jr. Collection, this piece to be offered next year in Part III of 

our auction presentation). Earlier pedigree: A.H. Baldwin; 

B.G. Johnson; Wayte Raymond; Waldo Newcomer; Col. 

E.H.R. Green; F.C.C. Boyd; Numismatic Gallery, World’s 

Greatest Collection (name given to the Boyd Collection), Janu¬ 

ary 1946, Lot 108, $6,000; “J.F. Bell” (pseudonym of Jake 

Shapiro, Chicago financier); Numismatic Gallery, Memorable 

Collection (Bell Collection), March 1948, Lot 101, $5,750; 

Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr.; Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, United 

States Gold Coin Collection, October 1982, Lot 117, $82,500. 

"Some scattered marks, but overall quite beautiful.” This was 

the last regular-issue gold coin to be acquired by Mr. Eliasberg 

on his journey to a complete set of United States coinage. • 

The story of this prominent Baltimore numismatist was told by 

Q. David Bowers in the 1996 book, Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr.: King 

of Coins. Relative to other owners, Baldwin was and is a leading 

London numismatic firm; B.G. Johnson was a leading dealer 

in St. Louis for several decades and was an appraiser of the 

Virgil Brand Collection; Wayte Raymond was for many years a 

distinguished New York rare coin dealer, numismatic re¬ 

searcher, publicist of the hobby, and rare coin dealer; New¬ 

comer hailed from Baltimore and put together a marvelous 

cabinet of American coins that was later consigned to B. Max 

Mehl for private sale; Green was a well-known eccentric mil¬ 

lionaire, who collected everything from railroads, to all 100 of 

the 1918 240 inverted airmail stamps, to all five 1913 Liberty 

Head nickels; Boyd was a prominent executive, coin dealer, 

and numismatic connoisseur; Numismatic Gallery was the 

partnership of Abe Kosoff and Abner Kreisberg. 

3. Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection. The coin presently of¬ 

fered. Proof-60 (PCGS). From World Wide Coins, February 

1974. One of several important American rarities (others be¬ 

ing the 1913 Liberty Head nickel and 1804 silver dollar) ac¬ 

quired by World Wide during that era. Harry Bass often 

liked to get nice things in pairs—perhaps proving the old- 

time adage that particularly fine things are found that way! 

4. Mitchelson Collection. Impaired Proof. Joseph C. 

Mitchelson; Connecticut State Library. • Mitchelson was in 

the tobacco business in Tariffeville, Connecticut. In connec¬ 

tion with his trade he traveled widely, coast to coast, in an 

era in which most people tended to stay in their home re¬ 

gion. Not only did Mitchelson acquire pieces for his own 

cabinet, he also scouted for other collectors and handled 

many rarities. 

5. Menjou Collection. Proof-60. Numismatic Gallery, 

Adolphe Menjou Sale, June 1950, Lot 1189, $5,100; R.F. 

Schermerhorn; Robert Friedberg; H.P. Graves; Stack’s, 

Davis-Graves Sale, May 1954, Lot 691, $6,000; Grant Pierce 

(not in the 1965 sale of his collection); Stack’s, August 1976, 

ANA, Lot 2787, $41,000; Superior Galleries, February 1991, 

Lot 2664, $66,000. “Full Proof surfaces and delicate contrast 

between devices and fields. Light signs of handling fail to 

detract from the coin’s overall appeal.” • Menjou was well 

known as a movie actor in secondary parts; Schermerhorn 

was a Dallas numismatist, who, among other things, at¬ 

tended the King Farouk sale in Cairo in 1954; Friedberg 

formed the Capitol Coin Company and at one time had sev¬ 

eral dozen leased coin departments in various retail stores 

including Gimbel’s; the Davis-Graves sale contained many 

rarities including a notable 1804 silver dollar; Pierce was a 

midwestern numismatist. 

6. Norweb Collection. AU-55. R. Henry Norweb; Bowers 

and Merena, March 1988, Lot 1970, $30,800; Superior Gal¬ 

leries, July 1989, Auction ’89, Lot 844, $30,800. • The story 

of Emery May Holden Norweb, and other family members 

and their fabulous collection was told by Michael Hodder 

and Q. David Bowers in The Norweb Collection: An American 

Legacy, published in 1987. 

7. Wolfson Collection. AU-50. Samuel Wolfson, Stack’s, 

October 1962, Lot 114, $15,000; Alex Shuford; A. Kosoff, 

May 1968, Lot 1731, $18,000; Stanislaw Herstal Collection; 

American Auction Association, February 1974, Lot 739A, 

$26,000. • Wolfson, an industrialist, lived in Florida, and be¬ 

gan his numismatic interest when he looked over his son’s 

shoulder while the youth was collecting Lincoln cents; 

Shuford manufactured various products including adhesive 

tape and lived in North Carolina, many of his coins were 

cleaned or processed, while others, fortunately, were not 

“improved”; Herstal was a well-known Polish exile who lived 

in South America, whose collection was auctioned in a cata¬ 

logue bearing his name, although the 1841 quarter eagle was 

consigned from another source. 

8. Peters auction. Impaired Proof. Jess Peters, August 

1973, ANA, Lot 821, $26,000. • Jess Peters, an Illinois pro¬ 

fessional numismatist, was prominent on the American col¬ 

lecting scene for many years and conducted several notable 

auctions containing not only American rarities, but more im¬ 

portant to his specialty, coins of Central and South America 

and other countries. 

9. Mid-American auction. EF-45. Mid-American Rare Coin 

Auctions (Jeff Garrett and Ron Guth, photography by Tom 

Mulvaney), May 1985, Lot 1223, $21,000; Superior Galleries, 

Heifetz Collection, October 1989, Lot 3995, $25,300; David 

W. Akers, August 1990, Auction ’90, Lot 1841, $23,000. Spot 
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inside dentils over final S. • The Heifetz Collection was 

formed by violinist Jascha Heifetz. Akers was earlier general 

manager of Paramount International Coin Corporation, later 

to form David W. Akers, Inc., and in 1997-1998 to auction the 

JohnJ. Pittman Collection. 

10. Superior auction. EF-45. Superior Galleries, July 1986, 

Auction '86, Lot 1845, $18,700. 

11. Stack Collection. EF-40. James A. Stack, Sr.; Stack’s, Oc¬ 

tober 1994, Lot 865, $66,000. Bright yellow gold with some 

mirror surface on the obverse around the stars. • James A. 

Stack, no relation to the coin firm of the same name, lived in 

Plandome, New York, and over a long period of years formed 

a very impressive cabinet. 

12. Fairfield Collection. EF-40. Stephen Baer; Q. David Bow¬ 

ers; Arthur Lamborn; Bowers and Ruddy, Fairfield Collection, 

October 1977, Lot 1481, $19,000; Abner Kreisberg, Windsor 

Collection, November 1981, Lot 254, $19,500; Stack’s and Su¬ 

perior Galleries, Kramer Collection, November 1988, Lot 115, 

$25,300; Superior Galleries, May 1989, Lot 1751, $25,300; Su¬ 

perior Galleries, Heifetz Collection, October 1989, Lot 3996, 

$20,350; Bowers and Merena Galleries; Columbia Collection; 

Bowers and Merena, November 1998. Rim nicks at upper ob¬ 

verse and on reverse. Breen Encyclopedia plate coin. • The 

Fairfield Collection was an illustrious gathering primarily of 

rarities, by a New England collector who enjoyed quality and 

rarity and liked it even better if two, three, or four pieces could 

be had rather than a single coin. Auctioned by Bowers and 

Ruddy in 1977, the multi-million dollar sale achieved the high¬ 

est price to that date ever recorded for a single coin auction 

event. 

13. Dunham Collection. EF-40. William F. Dunham; B. Max 

Mehl, June 1941, Lot 1932, $525; “J.F. Bell”; Rarcoa, April 

1963, Lot 108, $13,500; Rare Coin Company of America; sto¬ 

len in December 1964 at the GENA Convention in New York. 

See Coin World, 12/30/1964, p. 76 for notice and illustration. 

The various photos of this coin are not sufficiently clear for 

further identification, however, this does not appear to be any 

of the others listed here. Walter Breen noted that this coin has 

field marks left of eighth star, before lower lip, and between 

the wing and base of D. • Dunham was a Chicago pharmacist. 

The era of his greatest activity seems to have been circa 1905- 

1920, during which time he published an easy finding list for 

Hard Times tokens, gave a prize for the person attracting the 

most members to the American Numismatic Association, ex¬ 

hibited widely, and did many other things. His collection was 

purchased outright by Mehl in the late 1930s, and ceitain 

pieces were privately sold from it, although this information 

was not generally realized until published by Q. David Bowei s 

in The History of United States Coinage as Illustrated by the Garrett 

Collection, 1979. Certain items that were sold by Mehl earlier 

were allowed to remain in the Dunham catalogue, and ap¬ 

peared later in the “prices realized list, although the coins had 

long since departed Mehl s oifice by the time that the Dunham 

sale was held. 

14 Herdman Collection. EF-40. Herdman Collection; Bow¬ 

ers and Ruddy, December 1977, Lot 6406, $17,500. Walter 

Breen, in his Complete Encyclopedia, noted that this is the same 

as the Empire Coin, however, the illustrations do not match. 

Donald Herdman, an avocado rancher, collected coins for 

many decades and was a participant in the Atwater, Menjou, 

and other “name” sales of the 1940s, having begun his interest 

when he acquired as a birthday gilt a gold quarter eagle. 

15. Empire inventory. VF-30. New York non-collector; Em¬ 

pire Coins (Q. David Bowers and James f. Ruddy); Empire 

Review, number 14, August-September 1961, p. 31, private 

collection; Arthur Lamborn (duplicate); Paramount, Jul\ 

1985, Auction ’85, Lot 1419, $12,650. Note tiny nick at 9:00 

on O in OF. Short diagonal field scrape below M in 

AMERICA. • Dave Bowers related to the writer that this 

piece literally “walked in to Empire Coin Company and was 

owned by a lady in whose family it had descended. She had 

no collection or, for that matter, any other old coins at all. 

How fortunate it was that this single piece was one of the 

most famous of all American rarities! 

16. Robison Collection. VF-30. Lester Merkin February 

1972, Lot 368A, $11,000; Terrell Collection; American Auc¬ 

tion Association, May 1973, Lot 1009, $10,050; Robison Col¬ 

lection; Stack’s, February 1979, Lot 115, $13,000. Small nick 

just left of star 7. Rim nicks above first S and A of STATES, 

above right wing tip, and below stop after final A. • Ellis 

Robison managed a large wholesale medicine and drug firm 

in Troy, New York, for many years, and built his collection 

primarily through the office of Charles and Arline French in 

the same city. Terrell was a pseudonym for a southern Cali¬ 

fornia collector, friend, and one-time business associate of 

Dave Bowers. 

17/Hydeman Collection. VG-8. B. Max Mehl, March 1940, 

Lot 1324, $605; A. Kosoff, Hydeman Collection, March 

1961, Lot 548, $600; Rarcoa, Saslow Collection, January 

1969, Lot 399, $3,100; Abner Kreisberg, June 1970, Lot 

1497. • Edwin Hydeman was a York (PA) department store 

owner who formed a fine collection, primarily through Abe 

Kosoff and Abner Kreisberg. 

The following appearances have not been identified 

among coins listed above and most likely represent duplica¬ 

tion. 

Spellman. Proof. Waldo Newcomer; Col. E.H.R. Green; 

Charles M. Williams; “J.F. Bell "; Clifford T. Weihman; Cardi¬ 

nal Spellman; Archdiocese of New York. This coin is de¬ 

scribed in various literature, including the catalogue of the 

Eliasberg Collection and Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclope¬ 

dia of U.S. and Colonial Coins. The author has not seen a 

photo and would be interested in learning more about this 

coin. Could this be a candidate for the Bass Collection coin pres¬ 

ently offered? 

Seavey. W.H. Strobridge, Seavey Collection, 1873, Lot 612. 

This is probably the same as the Parmelee coin described as 

Very Good. The catalogue does not include a plate of this 

coin. This catalogue used a simple numerical grading system 

with the coin assigned a number equivalent to Uncirculated, 

possibly through typographical error. It seems unlikely that 

Parmelee, who bought the entire collection before the sale 

took place, would sell a high-grade coin and keep a lower 

grade duplicate. In the late 1800s, this issue was not recog¬ 

nized as a rarity, as indicated by the price realized at the 

Parmelee auction, just 40 cents over face value! 

Parmelee. Very Good. New York Coin and Stamp Co., 

Lorin G. Parmelee Collection, June 1890, Lot 1122, $2.90. 

Possibly the Hydeman coin, however, not illustrated in the 

Parmelee catalogue. 

Christie’s. EF-40. Christie’s, April 1985, Lot 937. According 

to the catalogue, this coin was “hidden for many years in a 

safety deposit box.” No previous pedigree has been estab¬ 

lished. Possibly the same as the Superior specimen, above. 
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Splendid and Rare 1841-C $2.50 Exceptional 1841-D $2.50 Rarity 

336 1841-C AU-55 (PCGS). Well struck and very attractive. Lus¬ 

trous yellow gold. A quality coin as one has come to expect 

from the Bass Collection, with the contemplation that no 

doubt Harry Bass considered multiple examples of the 1841-C 

before centering upon the present coin. 

PCGS Population: 9; 1 finer (AU-58). 

Small C mintmark. Coarse reeding. Obverse with four-digit logotype 

slightly high. Reverse with crack from tip of eagle’s wing at upper left, 

through dentil, continuing on the flat rim to the edge. 

Only 10,281 examples were struck. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 21, 1968. 

Condition Census 1841-D $2.50 

337 1841-D AU-58 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike 

in protected areas. Sharply and exquisitely struck. Lint mark 

and slight irregularity below right side of neck truncation and 

nearby edge, no doubt taken into consideration by PCGS. 

If this piece, apparently unknown to Douglas Winter, were to 

be added to the Condition Census of 1841-D quarter eagles 

published in his 1997 version of Gold Coins of the Dahlonega 

Mint 1838-1861, it would be tied with numbers 3 and 4, both of 

which are classified as AU-58. 

Of the 1841-D quarter eagle, only 4,164 pieces were made, 

apparently on a single day, April 30 of that year. Although 

Walter Breen noted that only one die variety was known, by 

1997, Douglas Winter was able to describe three, all with a 

common obverse, but with three different reverses. Today the 

1841-D is elusive in all grades. 

PCGS Population: 2; 2 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Although the quantities struck of Dahlonega Mint quarter eagles would 

rise later in the decade of the 1840s, the early Coronet Head issues were 

made in only small quantities. Thus, virtually any and every issue in the early 

reach of the series can be considered to be scarce or rare today. The typical 

grade encountered for such pieces is VF to EF, and at the AU level each is¬ 

sue is, indeed, a rarity personnified. 

Date logotype impressed into die at medium depth, and well centered. 

Horizontal crack from field opposite star 3 to Miss Liberty’s nose and high 

cheek, to hair, and interior break that does not seem to extend to hair, con¬ 

tinuing through the back of the hair, and seemingly disappearingjust before 

reaching star 11. This seems to be an interior break beginning and ending on 

the surface of the die, without yet reaching either border, a rather interest¬ 

ing situation among die breaks (which typically begin at a border and 

progress inward). 

From Stack’s Metropolitan Sale, May 1968, Lot 685. 

338 1841-D EF-45 (PCGS). Fairly well struck. Light yellow gold, 

coin with a pleasing aspect overall. When encountered, tl 

typical piece is apt to be VF, showing extensive wear. TH 

present coin is exceptional. 

From Pine Tree Rare Coin Auctions’ sale of September 1993, L 

423. 

339 1841-D VF-35. Bright yellow gold. About what one might el 

pect for an 1841-D quarter eagle—about median in the grac 

lineup. Interestingly, the present piece has the reverse die n 

tated to an alignment of 270° clockwise of vertical, instead a 

the normal 180°. 

Obverse die as preceding, but with just a tiny trace of the crack among tH 

hair beads; most probably, the wear on the coin has removed other trao 

that might otherwise be evident. Reverse die as pieceding. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 21, 1968. 

116 BOWERS AND MERF.N 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Notable 1842 Quarter Eagle 

Prooflike AU 

Important 1842-D Quarter Eagle 

High Condition Census 

) 

1 

1842 AU-55 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. Slight evidence of 

prooflike surface. An elusive variety in all grades, the 1842 has 

been highly desired for a long time. Today in the grade of¬ 

fered here it is an extreme rarity, although, per the following 

quotation, some very low-grade pieces came to light earlier in 

the present century. Breen writes (Encyclopedia, 1988): 

“Long believed of extreme rarity, but after World War I sev¬ 

eral low grade survivors turned up. Still prohibitively rare AU, 

unknown Uncirculated..." 
The original mintage was only 2,823 pieces. If one assumes a 

survival rate of 4% or 5%, this suggests that perhaps 120 to 140 

are known today, a very small quantity in relation to the popu¬ 

larity of the series. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, November 14, 1967. 

High-Grade 1842-C $2.50 

Condition Census 

1842-C AU-55 (PCGS). A splendid specimen, above average in 

striking (although with some weakness at lower left of reverse). 

Bright yellow gold. A highly important piece that rates as a 

Condition Census example. Another prize for the connoisseur 

and specialist. 
Of this issue, Douglas Winter has written: “This is one of the 

most underrated dates in the entire series and, as well, one of 

the rarest Charlotte quarter eagles. Like its immediate prede¬ 

cessor, this date is found weakly struck... any specimen grading 

Very Fine is quite rare; any piece which grades Extremely Fine 

or better is very rare...” 
In our offering of the Columbia Collection last year we paid 

quite a bit of attention to a rather marvelous 1842-C in AU-50 

(PCGS) grade, not knowing that the present coin would come 

to hand. One of the pleasures of professional numismatics is 

the continuing element of surprise. Sometimes a raiity will ic- 

appear within a year or two or three. Other times a long-ex¬ 

pected coin will never turn up again. 

PCGS Population: 2; 5 finer (MS-65 finest). 

On December 22, 1841, a single obverse die for the 1842-C quarter eagle 

was shipped to Charlotte from Philadelphia, followed by another obverse 

on March 11, 1842. 
Date logotype very deeply impressed into die, and slightly high. Reverse 

with upper right of mintmark embedded in arrow feather. Tiny crack from 

left border to eagle’s wing tip. Some light clash marks are seen near the 

eagle’s head. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 118. 

(2X photo) 

1842-D AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous light yellow gold. Excellently 

struck—notably so—including with far above average (but not 

needle sharp) definition on the eagle’s leg to the left. A highly 

important variety. Douglas Winter writes that no true Mint 

State pieces are known, and that six to eight are known at the 

AU level, seemingly clustered around the AU-53 category. 

Interestingly, the latest edition of the Guide Book of United 

States Coins nonchalantly and naively lists and prices “MS-60" 

coins at $25,000. In fact, one can read this reference and con¬ 

clude that every variety of Charlotte and Dahlonega quarter 

eagle is obtainable in this grade! Reality differs (see note). 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Date logotype high and more deeply impressed at the top of the date than 

at the bottom, indicating that the logotype punch was not driven in a true 

vertical alignment. Very minor traces of repunching under first date digit; 

this seems to be a slightly late die state after relapping. Reverse with D mint- 

mark overlapping feather, with part of the feather visible at the center of the 

letter and a tiny part of the feather extending from the left of the upright. 

Again we are confronted with a very small production figure, in the 

present case only 4,643 coins from a single pair of dies, all of which have the 

repunched date as noted above. Nearly all have disappeared, with the result 

that the population today is very low, possibly existing only to the extent of 

several dozen specimens. David Akers makes the eye-opening comment that 

the “1842-D is generally appreciated for its real rarity; it is every bit as rare as 

the 1854-D, 1855-D, and 1856-D, and certainly more rare than the latter two 

in grades better than EF.” Walter Breen echoes a similar sentiment stating 

“usually in low grades; prohibitively rare above EF.’’ Above we mentioned 

that the Guide Book of United States Coins nonchalantly lists MS-60 prices for 

all of the Dahlonega Mint quarter eagles, almost as if one could simply go 

out and pick them off a shelf. However, in actuality there are some issues 

that may not even exist in this grade, and which in AU grade are so rare that 

many years can elapse between offerings. It is readily seen by analyzing the 

commentary in our catalogue that casual price listings of Dahlonega Mint 

coins may be one thing, and the availability of such pieces may be something 

else entirely. Stated another way, never in the history of numismatics has 

anyone ever put together an Uncirculated set of Dahlonega Mint quarter 

eagles or even one in which a significant number of Uncirculated pieces 

were included. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 28, 1967. 
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Mint State 1842-0 $2.50 

Condition Census 

“Unknown Grade” 

343 1842-0 MS-61 (PCGS). A gorgeous Mint State example, some¬ 

what prooflike, and of exceeding importance. “Unknown in 

Uncirculated,” Walter Breen wrote in 1988, adding, “Prohibi¬ 

tively rare above EF.” Opportunities in numismatics are where 

you find them, and here, indeed, is one of the most significant 

opportunities the quarter eagle specialist will ever find! 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Considering that Walter Breen and certain other students never heard of 

an Uncirculated piece, the numerical population reports must be taken with 

a large grain of salt—could they represent pieces earlier called AU, or was 

the same piece resubmitted? We do not know. 

Date logotype deeply punched into the die and well centered. Under ex¬ 

tremely high magnification some incipient die cracks can be seen near stars 

7 and 8. At the same time, some die finish lines are evident. Perhaps the 

cracks were from stress during the annealing process in die making, not 

from actual use. The discovery of an earlier die state would disprove this 

comment. 

On the reverse the O mintmark is high with its upper right embedded in 

the arrow feather. A barely noticeable die break begins at the dot to the left 

of U (UNITED) and lightly continues to connect the bottom letters in the 

word, then extending to barely touch the eagle’s wing. Other breaks come 

from the border to the T and the D. A crack extends from the border to the 

second T (STATES), while another crack joins the bottom of TATES and 

the adjacent OF, and still another crack joins the bases of AMERICA, con¬ 

tinuing to the ornamental dot past the final A, and then lightly to the D of 

the value. 

All of the die breaks mentioned on this coin—obverse and reverse—are of 

such a delicate nature that a coin with medium wear would not reveal them. 

Thus, there probably will never be any such thing as a detailed study of die 

progression as not enough high-grade pieces exist. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, June 25, 1968. 

344 1842-0 AU-50 (PCGS). A beautiful specimen in pleasing light 

yellow gold, similar to the vast majority of hand-selected qual¬ 

ity pieces in the Bass Collection. Well struck and with a cameo¬ 

like appearance on the obverse, heightened by a prominent 

flat rim. Fairly scarce in all grades, especially so in the present 

form. 

All known specimens are from a single pair of dies shipped from Philadel¬ 

phia on December 23, 1841, to New Orleans. Obverse with date logotype 

very well centered (as determined by the spacing of the first digit in relation 

to the bust above and the dentils below). Obverse die perfect. The reverse 

with traces of a crack through ES OE and, separately, through much of the 

base of AMERICA. 

Marvelous Mint State 1843 $2.50 

Bass: “Best seen” 

345 1843 Large Date. MS-64 (PCGS). A marvelous specimen,, 

veritable showpiece! The obverse and reverse are fully frosj 

and lustrous and cannot appear much different than when thl 

coin was struck over a century and a half ago. Some truly m 

nor handling marks are seen in the field, no doubt from no 

mal contact during the mintage and storage process. The oven 

all strike is quite good, the exception being some slight weaj 

ness on the eagle’s leg to the left. Few equivalent coins ha\ 

ever come to market. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Harry Bass was fond of keeping notes for certain varieties that interests 

him. Over a period of many years he examined multiple specimens of near 

all gold coin varieties. Significandy, for the piece offered here he made tl 

notation “Best seen.” 

Date logotype rather curious inasmuch as the first two digits are quit 

small, and the last two much larger! This is true of all quarter eagles of thi 

year and mint. Interestingly, this same logotype was used to create the Larj 

Date quarter eagles of 1843-C and 1843-0, and, even more interesting, dim 

of 1843 and 1843-0. The overly large size of the last two date digits is so si> 

nificant that it really should be mentioned in the standard texts, if only as. 

footnote. 

When viewed under magnification, a hairline die break is seen extendir 

from the neck truncation point, downward to the right to a dentil. On tl 

reverse many parallel die striae are seen from the finishing process. Interet 

ingly, on this die as well as on many other dies of the 1840s and 1850s, tl 

striae are at about a 30° variation to the left of the vertical, extending fro: 

the upper left to the lower right. There must have some process at tl 

Mint—a description of which we have not encountered—which dictated tf 

finishing of dies in a certain orientation. 

Further concerning the Large Date, the 1 and 8 are slightly small, and tl 

4 and 3 are larger, the 3 particularly oversized. The last digit also tilts slight 

to the left, and an extension of its top would result in a line intersecting wit 

the adjacent 4 below its peak. Although little has reached print concemir 

the process as employed at the Philadelphia Mint (where all dies wei 

made), the four-digit logotypes seem to have been produced by taking inc 

vidual date punches and stamping them into a matrix of flat steel. If a punc 

was impressed deeplv into the matrix, an effect would be created such as tl 

digit 1 here described. The matrix was then hardened, and one or mot 

four-digit logotypes were produced by impacting a small rectangular piec 

of soft steel into the openings created by the punching of the four digit 

The process invites further study and analysis, with the recent dissertatio 

by Mark Borckardt in our Rare Coin Review No. 130 providing a jumping-o 

spot (see reprint of this article under our listing of the so-called “1846/5-C 

$10 coinage). 

From Stack’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lc 

2034. 

346 1843 Large Date. AU-58. A high-grade example of this popula 

early date. 

The writer believes that the Large Date logotype was the first made, th 

by December 1842 in advance of the year. No doubt the anomaly was n1 

ticed, resulting in the later production of the stylistically correct Small Dat 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 80. 
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Remarkable 1843-C Quarter Eagle 
Small Date, Crosslet 4 

Condition Census 

1843-C Small Date, Crosslet 4. AU-58 (PCGS). A splendid 

specimen of one of the rarest and also most distinctive quarter 

eagles in the series, the “distinctive” part caused by the die 

bulge at the point of the bust of Miss Liberty—as struck and as 

always seen. No doubt this bulge was responsible for the retire¬ 

ment of this die at an early point, seemingly after only 2,988 

were struck. 

PCGS Population: 5; 3 finer (MS-61 finest). 
Date in smaller numerals, all in the same size font. Logotype quite high on 

die, about three times closer to the neck truncation than to the dentils. The 
aforementioned bulge is very distinctive, and probably was caused during 

the die preparation process. If not, then a “perfect die would exist, but we 

have never heard of such a piece or even a rumor thereof. Further, the die 

has cracked from the border to the bust tip, probably from weakness caused 

by the bulge. At the borders from stars 11 through 13 are some raised die 

file marks, and some die preparation striae are seen elsewhere. On the re¬ 

verse the mintmark is high, with the upper right part embedded in the ar¬ 

row feather. An almost invisible crack extends from the border to the top of 

the first S (STATES). 
Walter Breen writes that the 1843-C Small Date, Crosslet 4 quarter eagles 

were delivered on April 28, 1843, struck from a pair of dies shipped from 

Philadelphia on December 23, 1842. The small date numerals are consistent 

with those used 1840-1842. 
The same writer notes that the 1843-C Large Date, Plain 4 quarter eagles 

were delivered in five groups between June 30 and December 30, 1843. Us¬ 

ing reasoning that Walter Breen employed in many different ai eas, he ap¬ 

parently made two assumptions: The pair of dies shipped on December 23, 

1842 were the Small Date as these were sent earlier and, in general, Small 

Dates were made earlier (1840-1842). By default, according to his leasoning, 

the later coins would have been Large Date. 
There are a couple of flaws in this. First, it could have been the case that 

the Small Date die was sent later or was simply on hand from an earlier date. 

The Mint did not carefully watch date sizes, and subtleties that are impor¬ 

tant to numismatists today were not generally recognized back then. Alter¬ 

natively, the 2,988 pieces delivered on April 28 might have been the Small 

Date variety, but the die might still have been on hand and used again at a 

later date. Thus, the 23,076 pieces attributed by Breen as the Large Date 

might have included some Small Date varieties as well. 
If Walter Breen’s figures are correct, 2,988 Small Date and 23,076 Large 

Date, then, all things being equal. Small Date pieces should be about eight 

times rarer today. However, such does not seem to be the case. Douglas Win¬ 

ter gives an estimate of 45 to 50 pieces known totally for the Small Date and 

75 to 80 known totally for the Large Date; in other words, the Large Date is 

not even twice as rare, let alone eight times as rare. In his 1975 study of quai- 

ter eagles appearing at auction, David Akers noted that 17 pieces were de¬ 

scribed as being the Small Date and 55 as being the Large Date. Relative to the 

Large Date, Akers seems to be closer to the mark than Breen would be later 

(in 1988): “I would estimate that two thirds or more of the total mintage of 

26,064 pieces [of all 1843-C quarter eagles] were of this variety. 

From Stack's saleof the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 772. 

Beautiful 1843-C Quarter Eagle 

348 1843-C Large Date, Plain 4. AU-55 (PCGS). Pleasing yellow 

gold surfaces. Much original mint lustre remains in protected 

areas, particularly around the rim of the obverse and reverse 

and among the letters and ornaments. Some lightness of strik¬ 

ing at the center as always. “Usually seen VF, writes Walter 

Breen, a reflection of the rarity of the present coin in the 

grade here offered. 

Under magnification the obverse logotype is too large for the space allot¬ 

ted on the die, with the result that the digits are squeezed between the neck 
and the dentils. Same Large Date logotype as used on the earlier-described 

Philadelphia Mint variety. It is seen that the first two digits arc notably re- 

punched, the last two less so. Further, the die is clashed during their use, 
evidences of letters from the reverse, including the letter A, can be seen (in¬ 

terestingly, when the clash mark occurred, the dies were in a different align¬ 

ment than on the present coin). No doubt the specialist can spend some 

enjoyable time studying and contemplating this coin closely. 
On the reverse the mintmark C shows doubling to the left. A break ex¬ 

tends from the eagle's wingtip at upper left, through a dentil and the flat 

border, curiously similar in position to that described earlier on the 1841-C, 

but entering the dentil at a different point and not from the same die. This 

particular position must have been a stress point in the quarter eagle design, 

the type of situation that press operators and die inspectors monitor (but in 

the present instance no design alteration was made). 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 21, 1968. 

Splendid 1843-D Quarter Eagle 
The Eliasberg Specimen 

Small Date 

349 1843-D Small Date, Large D Mintmark. AU-58 (PCGS). From 

our sale of the Eliasberg Collection, 1982, there described as 

“a beautiful AU example.” 

Small Date type, as always seen on Dahlonega Mint issues. Obverse with a 

barely visible die crack from the bust tip to the rightmost ray of star 1. Re¬ 

verse with deeply impressed D mintmark, positioned differently from the 

preceding. 
The Philadelphia Mint shipped two obverses and five reverses to Dahlo¬ 

nega in December 1842 and January 1843, seemingly indicating that the 

supply of stock reverses (which, of course, bear no dates) had become de¬ 

pleted. The production proved to be quite generous by Dahlonega Mint 

standards, and several die varieties were made, including variations in mint- 

mark size, large and small. 
With the 1843-D we encounter the first Liberty Head Dahlonega quartet- 

eagle that can reasonably be called readily available on the present market, 

although a comparison of mintage figures will show that it is fat more elusiv e 

than its Philadelphia or New Orleans counterparts. We would estimate that 

somewhere between 500 and 1,000 specimens survive of the 1843-D quarter 

eagle, including a few in higher grades. However, it is appropriate to note that 

Douglas Winter’s estimate of population is considerably lower, suggesting 220 

to 250. In contemplating this discrepancy, the Bowers and Merena estimates 

are probably more generous as we feel that over the years the majority of 

pieces of this issue have not changed hands in the auction venue. Without spe¬ 

cifically referring to the Winter numbers, but as a comment in general, we are 

often somewhat conservative on matters of rarity. The discussion is perhaps 

moot, for no one will ever know for sure how many exist. 

From our sale of the Louis F. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, October 

1982, Lot 127. Previously from B. Max Mehl's sale of the C.F.h 

Wilharm Collection, February 1921. 
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High-Grade 1843-D $2.50 

Small Date 

350 1843-D Small Date. Small D Mintmark. AU-53 (PCGS). Pleas¬ 

ing light yellow gold. Quite well struck, better than typically 

seen for Dahlonega coins of this era—although some trivial 

weakness can be seen on the eagle’s leg to the left. 

Two obverse dies and five reverse dies were shipped from the Philadel¬ 

phia Mint beginning on December 22, 1842, anticipating the following 

year’s coinage. Mintage was intermittent from the spring through the early 

autumn. 

The date logotype is small and thus comfortably fits in the allotted space 

between the neck and dentils. On the reverse a barely visible crack seems to 

be beginning at the upper right of the first S (STATES). A raised die line 

extends from a dentil downward to the right through TA. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 17, 1968. 

Key 1843-D Quarter Eagle 

Small Date 

351 1843-D Small Date. Small D Mintmark. AU-50. Bright yellow 

gold. Much mint lustre still remains. A very attractive example 

of this somewhat elusive issue. 

Logotype deeply punched into die and well centered. 

Reverse with D mintmark overlapping tip of feather, but with only the bar¬ 

est evidence of the feather within the interior of the D. Large and heavy 

crack from border through first S (STATES) to wing, quite possibly the 

same break that is continued from the eagle’s claws on the right, through 

the tip of the stem, to the right side of D, to the border, just past the de¬ 

nomination. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. sale, October 1968, Lot 739. 

352 1843-D Small Date. Small D Mintmark. EF-45. Light yellow 

gold. Another specimen of this interesting and somewhat 

scarce issue. 

Date logotype positioned as preceding. Some die file marks at right bor¬ 

der at stars 11-12. Reverse with a different die, mintmark high, with part of 

feather seen at upper left interior of D. 

Purchased from Stan Kesselman, February 1, 1972. 

Marvelous Prooflike 1843-0 $2.50 

353 1843-0 Small Date, Crosslet 4. MS-64 (PCGS). Obverse art 

reverse surfaces nearly completely prooflike, imparting a sp. 

cial quality to the piece. Indeed, this is one of the finest brano 

mint quarter eagles we have ever seen of any date and issue i 

the series. The specialist will recognize this to be perhaps tb. 

most elegant, most beautiful surviving 1843-0 quarter eaglt. 

The connoisseur with an interest in early pieces, but not esp< 

dally quarter eagles, will also wish to consider this as a rar 

prize. Truly, it is a piece for all time. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Obverse with Small Date logotype fitting comfortably between the net 

and the dentils, and about centered. A tiny crack links the bottom of tf 

date digits. On the right, a series of delicate, discreet cracks commences; 

star 5 and continues through star 13. These were probably caused by ir 

proper die annealing, rather than breakage from use, a technical point. T1 

stars on the obverse are "tiny,” this being described by Breen as his Nt 

6172, with the explanation: “Stars thin, attenuated; either the hub w; 

weakly impressed or the obverse die was reground.” The seeming questio 

can be answered easily: the obverse die was relapped (reground) and in tf 

process given a prooflike finish, and reducing the relief of the stars. Pro] 

erly, this is a die state, not a die variety. 

The reverse is also prooflike, as noted, but less so than the obverse. Th 

mintmark is deeply punched. Some diagonal die striae are seen, oriented: 

an angle slighdy to the left of tire vertical. In contrast to the obverse die, 

seems that this represents a very early use of the reverse die, with the proo 

like surface not from relapping or regrinding, but as made at the Philacle 

phia Mint. The die state is virtually perfect (not even the slightest trace of 

crack). 

From Stack's sale of the Winter Collection, January 1974, Lot 301 

354 1843-0 Small Date, Crosslet 4. MS-60. A highly lustrous et 

ample of the die variety typically seen for this year and mint, i 

very pleasing coin, far above the usual grade level. 

Date logotype well centered. Crack connects bases of numerals. Crac 

connects star 7 with border; another crack connects star 8 with border; ai 

other crack is seen at star 9; a further crack connects stars 10-11 and contii 

ues to border, possibly connecting with a crack seen at stars 12 and 13. .411 < 

these cracks are very tiny in appearance and would not be noticeable on 

well worn specimen. Thus, again a die progression study will probably nev< 

take place. 

On the reverse the O mintmark is deeply impressed into the die. It ove 

laps the feather, with a portion of the feather being seen on the right side < 

the interior. Some minor clash marks are seen at the eagle. 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, January 17, 1968. 
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1843-0 Small Date, Crosslet 4. MS-60. Another specimen of 

this popular variety. Some planchet adjustment marks are hid¬ 

den in the hair. Bright yellow gold. 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 23, 1971. 

1843-0 Small Date, Crosslet 4. MS-60. Lustrous and frosty. 

Another specimen of this early New Orleans issue. 

Date logotype high, nearly twice as close to the neck truncation as to the 

dentils. Reverse with O mintmark partly overlapping feather, with traces of 

feather seen at the right side of the interior. Massive die cracks on the re¬ 

verse extend from the eagle’s wing through AMERICA to the denomina¬ 

tion, to the border to the left of number 2. Another crack links letters of 

UNITED. At the lower right of the D in the denomination several pieces 

seem to have fallen out of the die, certainly an unusual situation. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, April 11, 1972. 

Final 1843-0 Small Date $2.50 

identity of the person or persons responsible for the 1843 Small Date mat 

never be known. 
Reverse with heavy O mintmark high and into the arrow feather, with the 

barest trace of the arrow feather visible within the inner area. Mintmark 

lightly repunched at its base. 

From Jimmy Hayes to the Goliad Corporation, to Harry Boss, Octo¬ 

ber 30, 1972. 

High-Grade 1843-0 Quarter Eagle 

Large Date 

359 1843-0 Large Date, Plain 4. AU-55 (PCGS). Well struck and 

very attractive. An excellent example of the date, mint, and 

grade. An attractive example in light yellow gold. 

PCGS Population: 4; 4 finer (MS-62 finest). 

On the Large Date variety, the first digit is much farther to the left than 

typical seen, and is fairly close to the bust point. The bust tip above is slightly 

flattened in order to accommodate the digit, otherwise it might touch or 

overlap. The 1 is more bold and more deeply impressed than the other fig¬ 

ures. 

On the reverse, the mintmark O is slightly doubled at the bottom, the dou¬ 

bling being in the form of a small raised arc. The present specimen displays 

a large cud break on the rim, outside of the dentils, beginning above the F 

(OF) and continuing to the right above the tip of the eagle s wing. 

With some raised die roughness to the right of the D after the fraction. 

1 1843-0 Small Date, Crosslet 4. AU-55. Pleasing and with 

much lustre remaining. A final example of the 1843-0 Small 

Date. Typically, even a high-grade specialized collection of 

quarter eagles is not apt to have an 1843-0 in better than VF 

or EF grade. This present lot concludes a breathtaking offer¬ 

ing of several Mint State coins plus the present AU! If you have 

ever considered collecting quarter eagles, the chances offered 

in the present catalogue are not likely to be repeated in your 

lifetime, if ever. 

Date logotype high and nearly twice as close to the neck truncation as to 

the dentils. Reverse with O mintmark overlapping feather, and part of 

feather visible at the right side of the interior. Early die state, no lapping, no 

cracks. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 660. 

Memorable 1843-0 Quarter Eagle 

Large Date 

Condition Census 

8 1843-0 Large Date, Plain 4. MS-62 (PCGS). Biillianl and 

highly lustrous. An outstanding example of the scarcer of the 

two date varieties employed at New Orleans this yeai. In fact, 

by far the scarcer. One of the nicest we have ever seen. Another 

major opportunity for the specialist. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Date logotype (from same four-digit logotype described earlier under the 

liladelphia Mint Large Date issue) very deeply punched into the die, re- 

ilting in the first digit, the 1, being large and “bulky," giving the very dis- 

nctive appearance. The date is far to left and low, touching the dentils, and 

most extending to the bust point. One might speculate that an amateur 

as at work preparing date logotypes and punching dies in the Engraving 

epartment of the Philadelphia Mint this year. Die anomalies have been 

.pularly ascribed (especially by Walter Breen) to James B. Longacre, who 

ime to the Mint in 1844, and who was considered to be incompetent by 

reen However, the curious Large Date logotype of 1843 reflects work 

,out as incompetent as could be found. At the time, Christian Gobrecht 

as chief engraver, but the work of die preparation was left to others. The 

Another Choice 1843-0 $2.50 

Large Date 

360 1843-0 Large Date, Plain 4. AU-55 (PCGS). Frosty orange- 

gold with considerable mint brilliance in the recessed areas. 

Reverse with slightly doubled O mintmark. No cud visible on rim. 

From Abe Kosoff’s sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

1849. 

Lustrous 1843-0 $2.50 

Large Date 

361 1843-0 Large Date, Plain 4. AU-55 (PCGS). Another lustrous 

example of this popular issue, this with olive highlights on the 

somewhat reflective fields. 

Reverse with slightly doubled mintmark as earlier described. Also with 

subliminal traces of the rim cud earlier described. Now with a crack extend¬ 

ing from near the left part of the lowest arrowhead, past the final A 

(AMERICA) to a dentil. 

From Paramount's sale of November 1971, Lot 993. 

362 1843-0 Large Date, Plain 4. AU-53 (PCGS). Attractive light 

yellow gold, this being par for the course among the hand-se¬ 

lected Bass Collection quarter eagles. 

Reverse with mintmark with slight doubling at the bottom, as described 

earlier. Cud at upper right reverse rim, also as described earlier. With some 

raised die roughness to the right of the D after the fraction. 

From Stack’s sale of the Rosen Collection, September 1968, Lot 

316. 
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363 1843-0 Large Date, Plain 4. EF-45. Light yellow gold. Much 

lustre remains. With exceptionally flat, wide rim on obverse 

and reverse. (The rim characteristics of the MS-62 1843-0 

Large Date offered cannot be easily studied as it is encapsu¬ 

lated, but the rims seem to be wide as well.) 

The 1843-0 Large Date does not come on the market very 

often. As such, the present piece represents an ideal opportu¬ 

nity to acquire this rarity at the EF-45 grade level. 

Die pair as preceding. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. Sale, October 1968, Lot 741. 

High-Grade 1844 Quarter Eagle 

364 1844 AU-55 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Well struck and very 

attractive. Elusive in any and all higher grades, with Walter 

Breen’s comment being as relevant as any: “Usually in low 

grades, prohibitively rare ALT.” Moreover, the mintage for this 

year is remarkably low for the era, just 6,784 pieces. A prize 

coin by any accounting. 

PCGS Population: 4: 1 finer (MS-60). 

Only one die pair has been recognized for this issue. The date logotype is 

large, and somewhat distorted, with the tops of the digits being smaller and 

more delicate than the bases, with the final four in particular being bottom 

heavy. To accommodate the logotype, the dentils were modified, with the 

curious result that they are indented under the first and last digits. The die 

also shows some unusual finish lines between the first digit and first star, 

extending clockwise to past star 2. On the reverse the left-most raised line in 

the two-part stripes, and also the right-most line extend upward through the 

horizontal shield stripes. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 777. 

Mint State 1844-C $2.50 

Possibly Finest Known 

365 1844-C MS-62 (PCGS). Warm yellow gold surfaces. Fairly lu: 

trous, intermingled with original die striae (indicating that thi: 

is an early striking from the die pair). A high quality seldor 

seen among quarter eagles of this date and mint. High Cond 

tion Census, possibly the finest known. 

In his work on the subject, Douglas Winter lists just om 

known Mint State specimen, noting that it is the piece that was ir 

our Fairfield Collection, Lot 1497, high AU, but “other viewer 

felt it is a full MS-60.” Thus, it would seem that the Fairfield 

coin is not a close contender to the present Bass coin and: 

therefore, the Bass coin has a clear possibility of being the fir 

est survivor. 

The Charlotte specialist will wish to consider this opportu 

nity carefully and bid strongly. A related opportunity may no 

recur. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

To reiterate an earlier-stated philosophy, population numbers should b* 

taken with a large dose of salt as such numbers may not actually represen 

different specimens. 

Date logotype very deeply punched into the die. and too far left. The to[ 

of the 1 touches the base of the neck truncation, while the lower left serif o 

the 1 touches a dentil. Prominent die striae are seen in the fields, indicating 

that this is a very early striking from the die. 

On the reverse the mintmark is large and high, embedded in the arrov 

feather, with a small part of the feather visible within the upper curve. Di< 

striae are prominent and again indicate that this is an early impression 

However, upon sen- close examination there are two lighdy parallel clast 

marks at the upper right hand corner of the shield, indicating the di< 

clashed at least twice, although lighdy, before this piece was struck. 

Apparently an extensive mintage was contemplated, as in December 184: 

three obverse and five reverse dies were sent from Philadelphia. However, i 

seems that but a single pair was used. The mintmark on the reverse is large 

this being the norm for this year and through the end of the series. 

On July 27, 1844, the Charlotte Mint was burgled, and the miscreant re 

sponsible for the act also set the mint afire, preventing coinage in 1845 anc 

in a small way creating his own footnote to numismatic history. 

The Charlotte Mint was subsequently rebuilt, and at a later time wa: 

moved. Today in 1999 the facility, located in a city park, houses the Min 

Museum, which emphasizes art. 

From Stack's Metropolitan Sale, May 1968, Lot 696. 
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Attractive 1844-D Quarter Eagle 

368 

6 1844-D MS-62 (PCGS). Slightly weakly struck at the center, as 

always. A splendid coin of truly remarkable quality, exhibiting 

prooflike characteristics on obverse and reverse. One of the nic¬ 

est in existence at this grade level, a find for the connoisseur. 

PCGS Population: 6; 1 finer (MS-63). 

On the obverse the date logotype is too far to the left, causing the first 

digit to touch the bust. Although the logotype seems to be the same as used 

on the 1844 Philadelphia issue, in the present instance it was more evenly 

impressed into the working die; thus, the numerals are not bottom heavy. 

On the reverse the mintmark overlaps an arrow feather, as usual, and is 

tilted to the left. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 1. 1972. 

Another Nice 1844-D $2.50 

Beautiful AU-50 

1844-D AU-50. Bright yellow gold. A very attractive example of 

this scarce issue, an ideal specimen at this grade level. 

Obverse die with date as preceding, high and with left side of I touching 

the neck truncation. No clash marks evident. 

Reverse with D overlapping the leather and with a tiny amount of the 

feather showing in the space; left side of 1) touches 1 of numerator, hx- 

tremely heavy clash marks at upper right of shield, but from a different die 

than earlier described. The die contact must have been intense. 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, January 17, 1968. 

Beautiful Mint State 1845 $2.50 

Splendid 1844-D Quarter Eagle 

Mint State 

Condition Census 

1844-D MS-61 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold, very lustrous and 

frosty. Superbly struck, including minute details on the eagle's 

feathers—very notable in this respect, especially as Douglas 

Winter writes, “Most are very weakly struck at the center of the 

obverse... The reverse is often weakly struck in the lower part 

of the eagle’s neck, the shield, and the right leg and the claws;" 

however, the same writer notes that perhaps 15% to 20% of 

the known coins are well struck. 
Not quite as important (this being our opinion) is the grade- 

which, of course, at the Mint State level is fantastic. Bring the 

high numerical grade and the sharpness of striking together 

and the coin is of incredible importance. We note for the 

record that our offering of the Columbia Collection last year, 

one of the very finest assemblies of Charlotte and Dahlonega 

Mint coins ever put together, checked in with a specimen at 

the AU-53 level. Douglas Winter estimates that eight to nine 

Mint State specimens exist. As noted, he suggests that 15% to 

20% of all pieces are sharply struck. Taking the higher percent¬ 

age, 20%, and applying it to the higher range of his estimate, 

one comes up with 1.8 coins, or, realistically, two coins that sta¬ 

tistically might be both sharply struck and in Mint State. 

PCGS Population: 4; 7 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Once again the population reports-which may represent duplicate offer¬ 

ings of the same pieces-indicates a higher number of Mint State survivors 

than has been identified by specialists in the gold series. 

Date logotype far to the left, but not quite so far as on the 1844-C earlier de¬ 

scribed. Left side of top of 1 touches neck truncation. Lower left of 1 is barely 

clear of dentil. Clash marks are seen before and after Miss Liberty's neck. 

On the reverse the D mintmark is large and high and overlaps the arrow 

feather. Much of the top half of the interior of the mintmark is occupied by 

part of the feather, in a V shape more or less. Extensive and very deep clash 

marks are seen at the upper right of the shield, about as deep as we can ever 

recall seeing on a quarter eagle die. Other clash marks are seen around ihe 

motif. Apparently the dies really slammed together! A highly interesting coin 

from a technical viewpoint, just the sort of piece that Harry Bass enjoyed 

owning. 

Purchased from Joseph Flynn, February 28, 1973, apparently ear¬ 

lier from Superior. 

369 1845 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty. A splendid example 

of this popular early date, one of the relatively few quarter 

eagles of the era for which a Mint State coin is not an extreme 

rarity. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

On the obverse the date logotype is too high and touches the tip of the 

bust. The same logotype was rather carelessly made, with the base of the 45 

lower than that of 18, and with the 5 leaning right. 

The reverse is bisected by a break beginning at the border, going through 

a dentil and brushing the left side of the 2 in the fraction, extending upward 

through the eagle, out through the eagle’s neck behind the eye, and barely 

to the left of O (OF) to a dentil. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1498, 

purchased at the sale by Michael G. Brownlee, and subsequently 

traded to Harry Bass. 

Attractive Mint State 1845 $2.50 

370 1845 MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with much bril¬ 

liance in the recessed areas. A second pleasing choice Mint 

State example of the date. 

PCGS Population: 5; 1 finer (MS-64). 

Date position and logotype as preceding. A tiny crack is seen connecting 

stars 3-5. 
The reverse die has raised finish marks extending at about a 45° angle ori¬ 

ented to the left of vertical, the approximate orientation seen on the striae 

of most other dies of the era. Additionally, many of the vertical lines in the 

reverse shield extend well above their normal terminus, several of them ex¬ 

tending completely across the horizontal linos above to the top bordei of 

the shield. Several lines also extend below the shield, terminating in the 

eagle’s feathers. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, August 12, 1969. 
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Sharp and Lustrous 1845 $2.50 

371 1845 MS-62 (PCGS). A very pleasing specimen, one with a 

great deal of eye appeal. 

Obverse from the logotype as preceding, placed high. A crack connects 

stars 3 through 7. 

On the reverse a crack begins at a dentil, extends through the 2 of the frac¬ 

tion to the eagle’s center claw above; another crack begins at the right, goes 

through the ornamental dot following A (AMERICA) to the branch stem. 

Still another crack, barely visible, connects the eagle’s wing tip to a dentil at 

the left, this being a stress point in the dies of this general reverse motif, as 

earlier observed. 

372 1845 MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with rose highlights. 

Sharply struck and aesthetically appealing for the grade. 

Obverse with logotype high. Crack connects stars 3 through 6. Reverse 

with extensive cracks including from dentil through 2 of fraction to eagle’s 

center claw above; from dentil through the ornamental dot to the right of A 

(AMERICA) to the stem branch; from the eagle’s wing tip to dentil at upper 

left; and additional cracks from the border through the right of N 

(UNITED) to the branch, and from near the end of the branch to the E 

(UNITED). A further crack extends from the border to the top of the E 

(AMERICA). The die is virtually shattered, and could not have been em¬ 

ployed long after this piece was struck. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, September 4, 1968. 

373 1845 MS-61. A very' beautiful specimen with full prooflike sur¬ 

face on the obverse and reverse. A very early striking from 

lightly polished dies. Quite scarce in Mint State, although 

readily available in lower grades. 

Obverse with date logotype very deeply impressed into the die and far too 

high, with the 1 touching the neck truncation for about a third of the dis¬ 

tance along the top of the numeral. Regarding the date logotype, the 5 is at 

an angleT but does not seem to have been meant as a slanting or italic 5. 

Rather, the logotype was probably made carelessly. The identical punch was 

used to create dies for quarter eagles and dimes of the various mints. 

Also relating to the obverse die, there are many minute parallel die stria- 

dons, indicating a fairly early use. However, there is also a very delicate die 

crack extending from star 3 to close to star 6, indicating the die must have 

broken very early in its application. All in all the obverse is very interesting 

to study under magnification, and the longer one lingers, the more one 

could write. 

The reverse die also has many minute striations, indicating an early im¬ 

pression. A tiny crack is seen extending from the branch, through the tip of 

the eagle’s claw, down close to the 2 in the denomination, indicating it 

cracked early in its application or else that this was a stress crack made when 

the master die was used to create the working die. 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, August 29, 1973. 

374 1845 MS-60. Bright yellow gold. An attractive example, al¬ 

though not in the league of the foregoing. 

Date logotype as preceding, with one high. Crack from star 3 through 

close to star 5. 

The reverse is from a different die and shows a crack extending from the 

eagle’s claw down to the top of the 2 in the denominator, leading us to think 

that this was probably a stress crack made during die manufacture (espe¬ 

cially as a somewhat similar, but differently positioned crack has been de¬ 

scribed from another die). 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, April 17, 1967. 

375 1845 AU-58. Bright yellow gold. 

Obverse from die earlier described, with logotype far too high, and witl 

crack from star 3 extending to barely reach star 6. 

On the reverse this is an advanced state of the die earlier described with 

tiny crack coming down to the top of the 2 in the denominator. Now th» 

crack is bold and extends to the border. If this crack was caused by stresl 

during die manufacture, it created a weak spot that subsequently yieldedl 

Two additional cracks extend from the left side of the branch, one through 

the right side of N (UNITED) to the border and the other to the E, connect 

ing to the nearby D. Still another crack is seen from the border to the eagle” 

wing at upper left, yet and at the right, a comparable crack is from the bon 

der to the other wing of the eagle. Another crack from the border extend- 

to the E (AMERICA), while yet another crack extends from the border tea 

the ornamental dot after the final A (AMERICA) to the end of the stem 

Further, evidences of clashing are seen around the eagle. 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 82. 

Condition Census 1845-D $2.50 

Choice Mint State 

Bass: “Finest Known?” 

(2X photo) 

376 1845-D MS-63 (PCGS). A prize specimen, which Harry Bass 

marked “finest known?” in his notes. Clearly, this piece over¬ 

shadows the finest known to Douglas Winter, which was a soli¬ 

tary Mint State coin called “Graded MS-61 by NGC.” 

The Bass Collection specimen is a far above average strike, 

and is of bright yellow gold. The possibly unequalled grade, 

plus the sharpness of strike, plus the general rarity of the issue 

combines to make this a landmark opportunity for the Dahlo- 

nega Mint specialist. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Obverse with date logotype extremely close to and possibly barely touch¬ 

ing neck truncation, notably separated from dentil below, but still close. 

Logotype punched more deeply into the die at the first part of the date than 

toward the end. Reflective of hand processes in die making of the era. Re¬ 

verse with D mintmark into arrow feather, but no traces of feather within 

the opening. Lower left serif of D touches 1 in denominator. Curious deep 

die lines above and below the eagle’s wing at the upper left, continuing 

through the bottom of ST (STATES). Heavy clash marks are observed 

around the eagle, particularly at the upper right of the shield. 

From Superior’s ANA Sale, Augtst 1975, Lot 1361. Ex American 

Auction Association’s Sale, Lot 999. 
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Popular 1845-D $2.50 Notable 1845-0 Quarter Eagle 

7 1845-D AU-55 (PCGS). Unusually high grade for this issue, 

and rare so fine. The typical example is more likely to be VF or 

EF, as such pieces were used extensively in commerce. 

Obverse from same logotype described earlier, on the present coin 

punched into the working die so that the left side of the logotype is deeper 

than the right, resulting in the digit 1 being very prominent. On the reverse 

the die clashed, but lightly, with some evidences of this seen above the wing 

opposite the upper right corner of the shield. 

From Stack's sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 618. 

Beautiful and Rare 1845-0 $2.50 

Mysteriously Missing from Mint Report 

78 1845-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Pleasing light yellow gold, in keeping 

with the vast majority of pieces in the Bass Collection. Lus¬ 

trous and with much eye appeal. A truly notable example of 

one of the most famous of early quarter eagles. 

PCGS Population: 2; 4 finer (MS-63 finest). 

The fame of the 1845-0 dates from the 1890s, when the numismatic world 

was somewhat surprised to find that such a variety existed. The Numismatist, 

December 1894, included this note: “Quarter eagle pieces of 1845, New 

Orleans Mint, have lately been found, although no coinage that year ap¬ 

pears in the Mint Report. ’’ Today it is believed that the coinage was 4,000, a 

small number by any reckoning. 

The obverse is from the same logotype described earlier, but on the 

present coin too far left (as usual), but centered between the bust and the 

dentils, with the latter being cut away under the first digit to accommodate 

it. The base of the 1 shows slight doubling. At the left border between the 

first digit and star 1 are some prominent diagonal die finish lines. 

On the reverse the O mintmark overlaps the feather and also is impaled 

by the top of the denominator. In the shield, some vertical lines are seen 

extending through the horizontal stripes. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1500. 

379 1845-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Another pleasing example of this 

scarce and historical issue. Bright yellow gold with much lustre 

remaining. The specialist will enjoy having this as part of his or 

her collection. 

From the die pair earlier described, apparently the only pair used to make 

1845-0 quarter eagles. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 21, 1968. 

Rare Mint State 1846 $2.50 

380 1846 MS-62 (PCGS). Somewhat prooflike on obverse and re¬ 

verse. A splendid coin displaying a high degree of eye appeal 

combined with notable rarity at this grade level. Walter Breen 

observes, “Usually in low grade; prohibitively rare Uncircu¬ 

lated." He also notes that the date is from a logotype used on 

dimes. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

The date logotype is distinguished by having the 6 heavier than the other 

three digits, and leaning slightly to the right. The cross bar of the 4 is ori¬ 

ented slightly upward to the right. Some diagonal die striae are seen on the 

obverse and the reverse, in both instances oriented at about a 45° angle left 

of vertical. 

In this year it was amateur night in the date logotype preparation depart¬ 

ment, and punches are several across the different denominations, some¬ 

times short and squat with irregular numerals, other times being tall with 

thin numerals. There seem to be no rhyme, reason, or consistency. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of September 1967, Lot 309. 
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Marvelous 1846-C Quarter Eagle 

The Eliasberg Coin 

Finest Known 

381 1846-C MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant yellow gold. Lustrous 

fields. A delicacy from the LT.S. Gold Coin Collection 

sale, more properly described as the Eliasberg Collec¬ 

tion sale, 1982, where the present cataloguer described 

it as follows: 

“1846-C Obverse Select Brilliant Uncirculated, MS- 

63. Reverse Choice Brilliant Uncirculated, MS-65. Pos¬ 

sibly the finest known example of this issue. Ear exceed¬ 

ing in quality any other observed by the writer. 

“The coin is desirable also from the mintage view¬ 

point, just 4,808 were struck, the second lowest mint¬ 

age among Charlotte Mint issues of this denomination. 

A truly fantastic quarter eagle which will undoubtedly 

bring a runaway price.” 

The preceding said, we can all fasten our numismatic 

seat belts and watch for another take off Here, indeed, 

is a coin for numismatic posterity. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

The dies of this issue, never perfect, provide an opportunity for 

study and commentary. The date logotype is small and is about 

centered. The upright of the 4 leans to the right, and the 6 does 

also.-During the year 1846 there was a big “problem” at the Mint 

regarding dates, and a number of varieties were created. The 

present logotype must have been made by an amateur. 

The surface of the die shows extensive rust marks, particularly in 

the lower section around the date, with a large lump in the field. 

Several lumps are seen in the field, the largest above star 13. 

On the reverse, the C is very high and about half embedded in 

the branch and arrow feather. Extensive, deep, multiple clash 

marks are seen at the eagle, most intensely above the upper right 

corner of the shield. Rust is seen below the first T (STATE) and 

below the eagle’s wing on the left side of the coin. Die striae are 

evident and probably in this instance are from relapping in the 

shop at the Charlotte Mint, not from original die preparation. 

.All Charlotte and Dahloncga coins from this era are highly idio¬ 

syncratic, and multiple paragraphs could be easily written about 

each. 

Apparently, demand for quarter eagles was fairly low at this 

point, as none had been struck in Charlotte in 1845, and the mint¬ 

age in 1846 was quite low. Two pairs of dies were sent from Phila¬ 

delphia, but it seems that just one pair was used, apparently over a 

period of time during the year. 

During this era the denomination of choice for those depositing 

gold bullion at the Charlotte Mint was the half eagle, as it would 

continue to be through the following decade. A given amount of 

gold dust and nuggets could be converted to gold form more effi- 

ciendy by using the $5 denomination, as only about half the work 

was required as compared to striking two quarter eagles for the 

same purpose. We reiterate that during this time there was abso¬ 

lutely no numismatic interest in branch mint coins, and all Char¬ 

lotte gold coins passed into circulation without any notice. Many 

years later in the 1930s, when collecting gold coins by mintmark va¬ 

rieties became popular on a widespread scale, virtually all Char¬ 

lotte pieces had disappeared. Not even overseas bank hoards were 

apt to have much in the way of Charlotte Mint gold dollars or quar¬ 

ter eagles; what few pieces they had were apt to be half eagles. 

From our sale of the Eliasberg Collection, 1982, Lot 137. 

Earlier from the Clapp Collection, still earlier from the David 

Wilson Sale, 1907. S. H. Chapman, March 1907. 
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Rare 1846-C Quarter Eagle 

82 1846-C AU-50. Struck from rusted dies, as cited in the litera¬ 

ture (e.g., Douglas Winter, Charlotte Mint Gold Coins, p. 58). 

Another truly memorable 1846-C. A survey of specialized collec¬ 

tions of Charlotte Mint coins will reveal that the typically en¬ 

countered grade is VF and EF. In virtually every instance, Bass 

Collection coins are exceptions on the high side. 

On the obverse the rust is particularly prominent in the area from star 1 

across the date to star 13. On the reverse the rust is lighter, and is seen in 

the denomination as well as below the eagle’s wing to the left. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 1814. 

High-Grade 1846-D Quarter Eagle 

;83 1846-D Breen-6183. Doubled D. AU-58 (PCGS). A lustrous and 

very attractive example, among the finest seen with regard to 

high technical grade and excellent eye appeal. A high-grade ex¬ 

ample of an issue that is scarce in all grades, and which is almost 

impossible to find in Mint State. Moreover, “among other ex¬ 

amples many have been cleaned and show hairlines” (Winter). 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Logotype slightly low, closer to the dentils than to the bust. Obverse and 

reverse with extensive clash marks, the obverse being distinguished in this 

regard by curved arcs in front of the neck, transferred from the eagle's head 

outline on the reverse. On the reverse, the clash from the obverse is virtually 

complete with the entire outline of the head of Miss Liberty being visible. 

Cracks are seen among the letters at the border. This reverse has the 

Doubled D, an anomaly first discovered by Harry Bass and so noted on page 

496 of Walter Breen's Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 26, 1971. 

High-Grade 1846-D $2.50 

Doubled D Variety 

Splendid AU 1846-D Quarter Eagle 

Doubled D Variety 

385 1846-D Breen-6183. Doubled D. AU-55 (PCGS). Attractive 

light yellow gold. Much lustre remains. 

Reverse with Doubled D. Obverse and reverse showing dash marks, includ¬ 

ing arcs in front of the neck of Miss Liberty. Some cracks link letters on the 

reverse. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, February 23, 1967. 

Satiny 1846-D $2.50 

386 1846-D Breen-6183. Doubled D. AU-53 (PCGS). Finely granu¬ 

lar “seawater Uncirculated” surfaces, quite possibly a coin that 

never saw actual circulation. 

This is the Doubled D reverse, but on the present piece only the lower tip 

of the D is visible; perhaps the die was relapped. Breen mentions under die 

“Perfect D” variety, “a few ‘seawater Uncirculateds’ reported.” The pedigree 

of such pieces is very elusive, no doubt as the finders of the treasure sought 

to realize die full extent of their gains, rather than use up any profits on liti¬ 

gation and contested claims. 

Obverse from perfect die distinguished by a tiny raised die line from a 

dentil extending diagonally toward star 6. The reverse is from a nearly shat¬ 

tered die: Multiple cracks link D STATES OF A. Crack from bordet to I) of 

denomination through D mintmark above. Crack fiom bolder to light 

through E (AMERICA) to feathers. Crack at the stress point connecting 

eagle’s wing to dentil at upper left. Close to being shattered, this die could 

not have lasted far beyond the production of this piece. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, June 30, 1967. 

Another Nice 1846-D $2.50 

387 1846-D Breen-6183. Doubled D. AU-53 (PCGS). Light yellow 

gold. Attractive overall. 
Obverse with clash marks including arcs before the neck. Mark on rim at 

upper left, not affecting dentils, possibly due to another coin being im¬ 

pressed on it. 

Reverse with Doubled D prominently shown. Die cracks through certain of 

the border letters and from the eagle’s wing tip to dentil at upper left. A 

close examination of the clash marks show that the dies impacted each othc 1 

at least twice. 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 84. 

384 1846-D Breen-6183. Doubled D. AU-55 (PCGS). Bright yellow 

gold. Nearly all Mint lustre still remains. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (AU-58). 

Obverse with date logotype deeply punched into the die, and very low, at 

least three or four times closer to the dentil than to the neck truncation. 

st two figures lean right, as on all dies this year from this logotype. 

Reverse is of the doubled style, with traces of the base of the first D visible 

to the left, above the 1 in the numerator. Douglas Winter calls this the D 

ar 1) reverse.” The die is not particularly scarce, but certainly is interesting. 

ie final mintmark is to the right and leans about 20° left, itself an interesting 

iture A crack extends from the border to the eagle’s wing at upper left, 

.other crack goes from the I) (UNITED) to the lower part of the same wing, 

further crack connects TES with the adjacent O. This reverse die is known 

ly to have been used in 1846 (not saved until later years), indicating that it 

obably failed, and that more advanced die states exist. 

f rom Staih's sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 01. 

Another Notable 1846-D $2.50 

388 1846-D Breen-6184. Normal D. AU-53 (PCGS). Light yellow 

gold. Some lustre remains in protected areas. 

Obverse from perfect die. Reverse with regular (not doubled) D. Multiple 

cracks link D STATES OF A. Crack from border to D of denomination 

through D mintmark above. Crack from border to right through E 

(AMERICA) to feathers. Crack at the “popular" stress point connecting 

eagle’s wing to dentil at upper left. Close to being shattered, this die could 

not have lasted far beyond the production of this piece. 

Purchased from Steve Kosoff, September 4, 1968. 
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Remarkable 1846-0 Quarter Eagle 

High Condition Census 

389 1846-0 MS-64 (PCGS). A typical strike, or perhaps a bit above 

average, for the issue, with some weakness at the centers. Deep 

and beautiful rich mint lustre highlights obverse and reverse. 

The specialist familiar with New Orleans gold of this era knows 

that VF and EF are standard grades, and that even MS-60 

would be unusual. The present coin is a landmark, shading 

even the beautiful MS-60 Eliasberg Collection coin (which was 

the Finest known to Douglas Winter when he studied the se¬ 

ries). Here, indeed, is a treasure. 

PCGS Population: 1: none finer. 

Date logotype as preceding, with last two digits tilted. Deeply punched 

logotype, with repunching within the last digit, seemingly Breen’s “over¬ 

date,” Breen-6186, described as “Repunched 4, microscopic traces of 4 

within 6F Regarding this characteristic, Douglas Winter in New Orleans Mint 

Gold Coins: 1839-1909, comments: “It has long been claimed that an 1846/ 

44-0 overdate exists. In my opinion, such pieces are not overdates...” It 

probably is not necessary to state at this point that we agree, for we have not 

catalogued it as an overdate. What, then, is the stub under the final 6? Upon 

examination of this piece and also others from this logotype punch, it seems 

that the logotype was shifted, and a repunching occurred. There is a small 

line in the top of the 6 that might lead someone to think it is a diagonal from 

a 4, but within the base of the 6 the repunchings are all curved or circular in 

appearance, indicating a repunching of a 6, certainly not a 4. Related 

repunchings, differing in some detail, occur among other dies (but not for 

the just-offered 1846-D). 

Further concerning the obverse, raised die lines are seen from the border 

beginning below star 1 and extending toward star 2. 

Reverse with O mintmark high. Some die lines evident, particularly be¬ 

tween F (OF) and eagle’s wingtip to right. 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, December 16, 1971. 

390 1846-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Much lustre still re¬ 

maining. 

PCGS Population: 6; 5 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Obverse and reverse with neither cracks nor notable die-finish features. 

From Stack’s sale of the Winter Collection, January 1974, Lot 508. 

391 1846-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Attractive light yellow gold. Much lus¬ 

tre is seen on both sides. 

The obverse displays the logotype punched very deeply into the die, exag¬ 

gerating the strength of the last two digits. Interesting die finish lines can be 

seen at the border near star 13. On the reverse some curious die finish 

roughness can be seen from F (OF) extending clockwise to above AM. Ob¬ 

verse and reverse perfect (no cracks). 

From Stack’s sale of December 1971, Lot 795. 

392 1846-0 AU-55. Attractive light yellow gold. 

Obverse die with logotype positioned about as preceding, but with heavy 

repunching around the bases of the 4, a more prominent pseudo “overdate” 

feature, and lacking the die finish lines near stars 1-2. 

From Stack’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 

2045. 

393 1846-0 AU-50. Deep orange-gold lustre on medium gold sur¬ 

faces. 

Obverse and reverse dies identical to the MS-64 specimen offered earlier 

Purchased from Betz, June 22, 1967. 

394 1846-0 AU-50. Light yellow gold. 

Obverse from same logotype as preceding, date about centered. Very 

heavily punched toward the last two digits, making them appear larger ana 
heavier. Pseudo “overdate” features quite distinct. Much extra material is au 

the base of the 4. For further study the specialist may wish to see if the logo« 

type punch was altered or changed, as the repunching seems to exteno 

across several dies and be in the same position, but it is not seen on all dies( 

Reverse with mintmark very high, and part of the arrow feather visible 

within the interior of the mintmark. 

Purchased from D. Jensen, June 22, 1967. 

Mint State 1847 $2.50 

Condition Census 

395 1847 MS-62 (PCGS). Much prooflike surface on obverse and 

reverse, struck from highly polished dies. Some lightness of 

striking at eagle’s leg to left on reverse, this being usual. No¬ 

ticeable die striations, possibly indicating an early impression 

or, alternatively, relapping, although no details seem to have 

been diminished. All in all an exceptional example of an issue 

which is plentiful in lower grades but which is almost never 

seen in Mint State. Another find for the connoisseur and spe¬ 

cialist. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (MS-63). 

Obverse with overly large logotype, with top of first digit embedded in the 

bust of Miss Liberty and, double punched at the bottom, also touching a 

dentil. At the upper right the 7 grazes the lower part of the truncation. The 

logotype was casually made, and the 8 and 4 lean slightly right—the type of 

workmanship that Walter Breen was fond of attributing to James B. 

Longacre, but was probably done by some assistant. At the right border 

from stars 11-13 are some interesting die file marks. 

On the reverse a crack bisects the die, extending from the dentils through 

the 1 of the fraction numerator, through the eagle, out through the wingtip 

at upper right to the dentils. This crack, shown at an earlier state in the AU- 

50 piece offered subsequently, began at the upper right border. 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 137. 

Remarkable Quality 1847 $2.50 

396 1847 MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty. Fairly sharp strike. A 

splendid specimen of the issue, a rarity at this grade level. 

PCGS Population: 3; 5 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Obverse with large date logotype, as used this year. Figures thin and 

widely separated, giving a rather “open” appearance and configuration. 8 

leans slighdy left. Logotype high on the die, with the tip of the 1 piercing the 

neck, and the upper right of the 7 touching it. Perfect die (no cracks). 

Reverse with barely perceptible crack from border to O (OF). 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 33. 
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1847 AU-58 (PCGS). Rich gold surfaces. Somewhat prooflike 

on both sides. Rare at this grade level. 

Obverse with first digit doubled at the bottom; top of 1 embedded in bust. 

Tip of 7 barely touches bust. Some die finish lines are seen at the dentils 

from star 11 through 13. 

Reverse die perfect. Some parallel die striae seen in the usual orientation, 

about a 45° angle to the left of vertical. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of September 1967, Lot 311. 

I 1847 AU-55. An attractive prooflike specimen. High grade for 

the issue. 

Obverse as preceding, with logotype high and with numeral 1 double 

punched. Die finish lines still visible. 

The reverse is from a different die, also with die finish lines (perhaps indi¬ 

cating an early impression). A crack is in the interior and extends from the 

highest leaf at the left upward to the right to the eagle’s feather, a rather 

unusual position. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 17, 1968. 

I 1847 AU-55. Another specimen of this Philadelphia Mint is¬ 

sue. Not easy to find at the AU level. 

Obverse with date very high, with 1 piercing the neck truncation, but with 

the base not punched and just barely clear of the dentils. At the upper right 

the 7 touches the neck truncation. 

The reverse is from yet another die, not hitherto described, with promi¬ 

nent file marks at the upper left border to the left side of the O (OF). 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 85. 

) 1847 AU-53. Light yellow gold. Partially prooflike surfaces. 

Obverse from die earlier described, with first digit sharply double 

punched, and touching the bust above and the dentils below. Reverse from 

die earlier described, with interior crack from highest leaf on left to eagle’s 

wing. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, June 26, 1972. 

I 1847 AU-50. A final specimen of the issue. 

Obverse and reverse die same as the MS-62 specimen offered earlier. The 

reverse is an earlier die state, and the bisecting crack is not as prominent 

within the eagle and at the lower left does not yet extend to the border, stop¬ 

ping in the present instance at the 1 in the fraction numerator. 

From Abe Kosoff s ANA Sale, August 1968, Lot 799. 

Marvelous 1847-C Quarter Eagle 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

402 1847-C MS-63 (PCGS). A lovely example which may well be 

the second or third finest known of this date and mint. 

The surfaces are bright yellow gold and on obverse and re¬ 

verse have many die finishing marks, indicating this is a very 

early impression. Well struck, which is not unheard of for the 

1847-C, but which in the general context of Charlotte quarter 

eagles is unusual indeed. A lovely specimen that will occupy an 

honored position in the cabinet of its next owner. 

PCGS Population: 6; 4 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Obverse from standard four-digit date logotype used on the quarter eagle, 

with central figures leaning right. Placed high on the die, with both the 1 

and the 7 piercing the outline of the neck truncation, and both figures being 

free of the dentils. 

Reverse die aligned about 170° from the vertical, instead of the normal 

180°. C mintmark high, embedded in the branch and arrow feathers. Crack 

from border to eagle’s wing at left; similar crack from border to eagle's wing 

at right. Prominent clash marks outline the head of Miss Liberty. Raised “is¬ 

lands” below 1 of numerator and to the left of two of the denomination of 

the fraction. 

Three different die pairs were shipped from Philadelphia to Charlotte for 

this year’s coinage, but the literature is silent as to the number of varieties 

actually produced. The Columbia Collection coin seems to be from the 

same die pair as the presently offered example, and the same can be said for 

the Winter illustration. 

From Stack's sale of April 1978, Lot 799. 

Exceptional 1847-C Quarter Eagle 

403 1847-C AU-58 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Much lustre is seen. 

Some field marks are consistent with the grade. 

Obverse with date logotype high and touching portrait, as usual for the 

date. Reverse with mintmark placed high, impacting the branch stem. Tiny 

cracks extend from both wingtips to the border. Small clash mark at top of 

eagle’s wing to right. Some barely noticeable traces of clashing at OF. Dies 

from a fairly early unrusted state. 

From Stack’s sale of the Di Bello Collection, May 1970. Lot 1624. 

Attractive 1847-C Quarter Eagle 

404 1847-C AU-55 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. A pleasing example 

of the issue, far finer than usually seen. 

Obverse with logotype high as usual, same die as preceding. Reverse with 

light evidences of rust at fraction and elsewhere; some minor traces of clash 

ing. Small crack from eagle’s wing to dentil at upper left. 

Purchased from N.K.S. on April 28. I9(t7, then to Abner Kreisberg 

acquired by Harry Hass via swap on March 30, 1971. 
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Stunning 1847-D Quarter Eagle 

Tied for Finest Known 

405 1847-D MS-64 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. Somewhat proof- 

like at the centers. Exceedingly sharply struck. A stunning speci¬ 

men, tied for the finest known, quite possibly the finest known 

(a comparison of the two contenders side by side would be 

needed to confirm this). Douglas Winter makes note of an¬ 

other MS-64 piece graded by PCGS, his plate coin. 

From the original mintage of 15,784 pieces, several hundred 

examples are believed to exist, nearly all of which are centered 

in and about the VF category, some reaching to EF and others 

to AU, but only rarely to even MS-60. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Obverse with date logotype high, with 1 and 7 piercing the neck trunca¬ 

tions and both free from the dentils. Many raised die finish lines are evident, 

one particularly prominent line connecting stars 2-3 and approaching star 4. 

Faint traces of clash marks are seen before and after the neck. 

On the reverse the D is very high, with the interior 50% filled with evi¬ 

dence of the arrow feathers. Many prominent raised finish lines, especially 

at the upper left. Very slight clash marks are visible at the eagle’s wing at the 

upper right corner of the shield. Seemingly a fairly early striking. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman; earlier from Stack’s sale of the 

DiBello Collection, Lot 139. 

Rare 1847-D Quarter Eagle 

copper spot is noted at the 2 in the denomination. Some ce 

tral striking weakness is seen, typical for this date. The fin] 

New Orleans issue in the denomination until 1850. A cond 

tion rarity that will elicit strong bids. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Date logotype too far left, with top of 1 touching neck truncation and low» 

left serif of 1 (which is repunched at top) deeply into a dentil. This is Breet| 

6194. That writer noted that the first piece was described in the New Netha 

lands sale of the Gaskill Collection, Sale 48, Lot 249. At the upper right, the? 

touches the neck truncation, while the bottom of the 7 does not touch a des 

til, simply because the dentils have been shortened at this point. On all qua 
ter eagle dies of this year, the date logotype was simply too large for use on til 
quarter eagle. Prominent die lines are seen in several places, including at tH 
border immediately to the left of the date, and between star 13 and the nec; 

On the reverse the O mintmark is fairly high and distant from the 1 in tH 

fraction numerator, with the bottom point of the arrow feather extendin 

downward into the inner space. Some very light clash marks are evident, pa 

ticularly on the eagle’s wing far above the top arrow. Barest trace of a di 

crack is seen from the borders through star 7 to the head. 

Purchased from John N. Rowe, III, August 24, 1966. 

408 1847-0 AU-55. Light yellow gold. Much mint lustre still r| 

mains. A high-grade example of this scarce issue. 

Date logotype high, with first and last digits piercing the neck truncation 

and with their bases slightly clear of the dentils. Prominent crack from boa 

der through star 11 to hair bun. 

Reverse with mintmark into arrow feather, and with just a wisp of tHf 

feather showing at the upper right of the interior. The O is close to but cled 

of the 1 in the numerator. Subliminal traces of die crack, possibly frot| 

stress, to right of D in denomination extending to ornamental dot. 

From Superior's sale of the Davenport Collection, February 197'. 

Lot 697; earlier from the Charles Ruby III Sale, Lot 1013. 

409 1847-0 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Much lustre is still seen, pa: 

ticularly on the reverse. 

Obverse with date high, piercing the neck truncation; lower left of 

barely touches a dentil. A different die from those thus far described. Subt: 

traces of a clash mark from the eagle's wing are seen in the field close to tlr 

head of Miss Liberty opposite star 12. 

On the reverse the O mintmark is clear at its center, save for the most tint 

nuance at the upper right; at the lower left the outside of the mintmari 

touches the numerator. Heavy diagonal die lines are seen through dr 

branch and UNI (L'NITED). 

Purchased from Dean Oakes, A & A Coins, September 4, 1968. 

406 1847-D AU-53. Lustrous light yellow gold. A very pleasing ex¬ 

ample. 

Obverse and reverse dies as preceding. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, date not stated. 

Highly Important 1847-0 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

407 1847-0 MS-63 (PCGS). Highly lustrous honey gold surfaces. A 

rarity in Mint State despite its sizeable mintage of 124,000 

pieces. Winter called this date Mid-Rarity-6 in Uncirculated; 

the preponderance of Mint State specimens of this date are in 

lower grades than the choice Mint State coin offered here. A 

410 1847-0 AU-50. Another example of this New Orleans issua 

one that is fairly scarce in higher grades. 

Die described earlier, Breen’s Doubled Date, No. 6194. Somewhat lata 

die state, now with crack from border through star 7 more prominent. 

Reverse die oriented about 340° from die obverse, or close to being paralle.- 

Mintmark high, close to but not touching 1 of numerator; center of mini 

mark clear save for the barest nuance of a feather at the upper right interim 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 140. 

411 1847-0 EF-45. A highly affordable and somewhat more regu 

larly encountered grade. 

Date high and piercing neck truncation, barely clear of dentils. The date 

lightly repunched, with traces of the earlier figures visible at the base? 

Prominent crack at right border through star 11 to head. Reverse with min 

mark high, close to but not touching 1 of numerator, barest wisp of airo* 

feather at interior upper right. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 783 

412 1847-0 EF-45. A final example of this date. Obviously, Harr 

liked to hoard 1847-0 quarter eagles. No doubt he hoped soma 

day to make many notations concerning minute die differences! 

Obverse is Breen’s Doubled Die as earlier described. Barest trace of crac: 

from border through star 7 to head. Reverse with O distant from numera 

tor, and with triangular section of arrow feather protruding from upp4 

right of interior, the same die pair as the MS-63 specimen earlier offered. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, March 15, 1973. 
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Extraordinary 1848 $2.50 

Condition Census Quality 

13 1848 MS-63 (PCGS). Obverse highly prooflike, an early strik¬ 

ing with die striae visible. Reverse is somewhat prooflike with 

die striae in about a 45° angle from upper left to lower right. 

Probably a very early striking from this pair. 

With a mintage of 7,497, the 1848 quarter eagle has long 

been recognized as scarce. Walter Breen described the elusive 

quality of the issue as follows: “Touted as a rarity since about 

1958, when J.F. Bell circulated want lists including this date; 

dealers found none in stock, and the hunt was on. Survivors 

were usually VF to EF, extremely rare AU.” 

"Touted” or otherwise, the 1848 is, indeed rare and, as is 

true of so many quarter eagles of this era, its elusive quality is 

mainly known to dealers and specialists. The 1848 CAL. coun¬ 

terstamp (not offered in the present sale) has swiped nearly all 

of the limelight for this date, and whenever an example crosses 

the block it creates a lot of attention. However, it is true that in 

MS-63 grade, the 1848 without the counterstamp is rarer! 

All of this said, the present piece will no doubt attract enthu¬ 

siastic bidding when it comes up on the auction block. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Date logotype better made this year, with figures well spaced and not lean¬ 

ing. On the present coin the logotype is too far left, with the tip of the 1 

embedded in the neck truncation; final figure clear of the truncation and all 

figures clear of the dentils. 

From Quality Sales Corporation's sale of March 1972, Lot 1165. 

Wonderful 1848-C $2.50 

High Condition Census 

Almost Unbelievable Die State 

ing a combination of high quality and, per his notes, which were undo lined. 

1 ST SI-I N. 

Struck in light yellow gold. A landmark because of its die state, but to a wider 

audience, important because of its high grade. In his referent e on the suit s 

Douglas Winter listed only two pieces that he considered to be Mint State, with 

the notation that hoth listings might have referred to the same coin! 

The mintage of 1848-C, which amounted to 16,788, might indicate that a 

handful of Mint State pieces are in numismatic hands—or at least should he. 

However, they are not. A little mystery. 

Obverse with date high and to the left, the 1 embedded in the neck tiunca¬ 

tion; 8 clear of neck truncation and no figures touching the dentils. Die dra¬ 

matically and almost impossibly buckled, so much so that we have never seen an 

equivalent in the quarter eagle series. 

On the reverse the C mintmark is high and embedded in the arrow 

feather and branch. A crack extends from the border to the eagle s wing at 

upper left. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman; earlier from Kagin s sale of No¬ 

vember 1973, Lot 1551. 

Pleasing and Rare 1848-C $2.50 

415 1848-C AU-58 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold consistent with the 

appearance of most issues of the Charlotte Mint. Very' well 

struck. An exceptional specimen, especially in view of Douglas 

Winter’s comments, “Many pieces are particularly soft at the 

center, the stars, the hair above Miss Liberty’s forehead.’ 

Moreover, according to the same writer, “The typical 1848-C is 

characterized by an uneven strike.” None of these comments 

apply to the remarkable coin offered here. 

PCGS Population: 2; 4 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Obverse with date logotype high (too far left) with top of 1 piercing the 

outline of the bust. Some die finish lines are seen at the dentils near star 1.1. 

The reverse die is perfect except for a tiny crack located—where elser—at 

the wing tip connecting to a dentil at the upper left. 

Purchased from N.K.S., September 20, 1970, apparently in a trade 

transaction. 

High-Grade 1848-D $2.50 

416 1848-D AU-58 (PCGS), or possibly even finer (in the 

cataloguer’s view). Well struck and bold in all aspects. Bright 

yellow gold. A very pleasing specimen of an issue which when 

seen is usually in lower grades. 

Date logotype far left with 1 piercing the neck truncation, base of 1 close 

to but not touching dentil. Reverse with D mintmark high, and about 50% 

of the interior covered by the arrow feather which extends diagonally into it. 

The obverse and reverse dies both seem to be highly dished (basined). 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, December 6, 1971. 

(2X photo) 

114 1848-C MS-61 (PCGS). From severely buckled obverse die, almost 

rendering it unusual-a very' fascinating, indeed almost unbeliev¬ 

able die state which the quarter eagle specialist should view for 

educational purposes, even if he or she is not a serious bidder. 

PCGS Population: 3, none finer. 

This was a particularly highly prized piece in I larry Bass’ collection, it be- 
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Important 1848-D Quarter Eagle 

417 1848-D AU-55 (PCGS). Rich deep yellow gold. Well struck 

overall, not highly unusual as such, but certainly nice to con¬ 

template (most later Dahlonega issues are softly struck). Lustre 

is still seen in protected areas. 

Date logotype high as usual. Obverse and reverse dies perfect. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 794. 

High-Grade 1848-D $2.50 

418 1848-D AU-55 (PCGS). Medium yellow gold. Somewhat proof¬ 

like, especially on the obverse. Another specimen of this popu¬ 

lar and elusive Dahlonega issue. 

Date logotype high as usual. Obverse die shows clash marks under chin 

and at neck. Reverse die perfect. 

From Quality Sales Corporation's sale of November 1970, Lot 
1556. 

Exceptional 1849 Quarter Eagle 

Elegant Mint State 

422 

419 1849 MS-62 (PCGS). A splendid coin, elegant, and quite rare 

at this grade level. The obverse is an exquisite strike, while the 

reverse has some lightness at the eagle’s leg on the left. 

Date logotype small this year, permitting easy placement between the bust 

and the dentils, in the present instance too low, however. Some minor 

repunching. 

On the obverse there are die preparation lines at the dentils below the 

date. Obverse and reverse dies are perfect (no cracks). 

420 1849 AU-58. Bright yellow gold. Small dig to left of first date 

digit. An exceptionally high-grade example of an issue which is 

usually seen in much lower grades. 

Date logotype small this year, neatly fitting into the die. Positioned low, 

about three times closer to a dentil than to the neck truncation above. 8, 4, 

and 9 repunched, with the loop of the 9 closed, causing some to call (his die 

the “1849/8,” although even Walter Breen (who is usually very liberal on 

such matters) states: “ The 1849/8’ has not been confirmed; openings 

within 49 are almost never completely clear.” 

On the reverse a centering punch dot is seen at the top of the third verti¬ 

cal open “white” strip. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 5, 1968. 

421 1849 AU-55. Bright yellow gold, somewhat prooflike. 

Dies as preceding. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, June 25, 1968. 

423 

World-Class 1849-C $2.50 

Finest Graded by PCGS 

An Underappreciated Rarity 

1849-C MS-62 (PCGS). Bright iridescent yellow gold with a 

touch of olive toning. Decidedly prooflike in the fields, with 

frosty cameo contrast provided by the devices. Choice for the 

grade. A superb specimen, far finer than usually seen. David 

Akers called this date “One of the rarest C-Mint quarter eagles,) 

particularly in high grade.” Walter Breen wrote, ‘Usually VF to 

EF, prohibitively rare AU.” Douglas Winter called the date “Un¬ 

known” in Mint State. Accordingly, perhaps a beautiful Mint 

State specimen is impossibly rare, or perhaps even unique. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Of this issue, 10,220 were minted, and it seems that just about all went 

into circulation, seeing considerable use and becoming extensively worn in 

the process. The exact story1 of the present piece is not known, but its very 

special quality indicates that it teas preserved with care, unlike the vast ma¬ 

jority of its brethren. 

From Stack's sale of May 1968, Lot 712. 

Remarkable 1849-D Quarter Eagle 

Tied for Finest Known 

(2X photo) 

1849-D MS-61 (PCGS). Warm medium gold surfaces. Highly 

lustrous. Very well struck on obverse and reverse, notable as 

such. A superb piece which at this level is an extreme rarity. 

Douglas Winter, in his excellent Gold Coins of the Dahlonega 

Mint 1838-1861, seems to have forgotten the Fairfield coin in 

his enumeration, as he states that just a single Mint State piece 

is known to him, but not this example. (The Fairfield Collec¬ 

tion was noted elsewhere by Winter; however, this is not sur¬ 

prising, as overlooking things is easy enough to do—we have 

done it many times ourselves.) In any event, the specialist in 

quarter eagles, particularly examples from the Dahlonega 

Mint, may have to look for many years to find a rival to the 

present piece. It is worth noting that the remarkable coin of¬ 

fered as part of our Columbia Collection last year checked in 
at AU-50. 
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PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Following several years of relatively high (in the context of the Dahloncga 

Mint) production, the quantities for the 1849-1) quarter eagle were more 

modest. Three die pairs were on hand in Dahlonega, but how many die vari¬ 

eties exist has not been researched. As a class, 1849-D $2.50 pieces are elu¬ 

sive in all grades. The total population is probably somewhere on the order 

of a few hundred pieces, with VF and EF being about the median grade, AU 

pieces being quite scarce (population figures do not reflect this, as fewer 

lower grade pieces are certified, thus making AU pieces appear more plenti¬ 

ful than they are), and regarding Mint State, we reiterate that it seems that 

but two pieces have been certified. 

Date logotype left and high, about twice as close to the neck truncation as 

to the dentils. Repunching at the first date digit is more noticeable under 

high magnification. The star points are exceedingly close to the dentils, a 

subject not addressed widely in numismatic literature and perhaps a fruitful 

avenue of search for Craig Sholley, Dr. John McCloskey, and others inter¬ 

ested in the minute technical differences among dies of this period. 

Reverse mintmark high, with interior about half filled with a diagonal por¬ 

tion of the arrow feather. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1518, 

to the Goliad Corporation, to Flarry Bass. 

Exceptional 1849-D Quarter Eagle 

High-Level AU 

1849-D AU-58 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. Sharply struck and 

very beautiful. A truly outstanding specimen the equal of 

which is seldom seen. Another marvelous opportunity for the 

connoisseur and specialist. 

PCGS Population: 8; 2 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Dies as preceding. 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 

Mint State 1850 Quarter Eagle 

> 1850 MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid specimen with very plane 

fields (virtually no basining). Were it not for a mark below the 

fourth star, the grade would be a notch or two higher. Sharply 

struck on obverse and reverse save for the eagle s leg to the 

left. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Date logotype in thin numerals (Breen's nomenclature), due to the logo¬ 

type being impressed fairly lightly into the working die. Digit 1 closer to 

dentils than to neck. The obverse die was highly polished, removing many 

striae or finish marks. Thus, the obverse has the aspect of a presentation 

piece. 
The reverse was not polished, and displays extensive striae in the expected 

orientation, about 45° angle to the vertical, extending from upper left to 

lower right. No doubt this is a very early impression front the dies, as the 

devices are particularly bold. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 28, 1967. 

Pleasing Mint State 1850 $2.50 

426 1850 MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid coin with lustrous, satiny 

frost. Extremely well struck on obverse and reverse, unusually 

so. A notable coin that will be highly appreciated by the con¬ 

noisseur. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Four-digit date logotype fairly deeply impressed into the die. Numeral 1 

ever so closer to the neck than to a dentil. 

Obverse and reverse from perfect dies. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, September 19, 1973. 

427 1850 MS-61. Light yellow gold, probably from California 

metal. An unusually high-grade example. 

Obverse with date logotype lightly impressed into the die, Breen’s “thin 

numerals” variety, No. 6205. Logotype about twice as close to neck trunca¬ 

tion as to dentils. The fourth digit, 0, is distant from the neck and very close 

to a dentil. 
Reverse die possibly relapped (per Breen), in any event with prooflike sur¬ 

face within the shield stripes, and lowest arrow not touching the second A 

(AMERICA). 
Using Walter Breen ’s Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins as a 

foundation, and building upon the excellent work done by Douglas Winter 

and others who have studied gold die varieties, it might be interesting to cre¬ 

ate a specialized catalogue for enthusiasts in the series. It would seem to us 

that varieties should be sorted or delineated in order of numismatic impor¬ 

tance (an aspect which, admittedly, can differ from one person to another). 

A basic date and mintmark would be the first listing, this a given. Overdatcs 

would constitute special listings as well. Beyond that, minor, but still inter¬ 

esting varieties would consist of such things as repunched and misplaced 

dates, repunched mintmarks, dates far out of position, mintmarks leaning 

crazily to the left or right, etc. Our own preference is that such distinctions 

as “thin numerals” and “thick numerals, which are typically the tesult ol 

impression of a logotype into the working die or, sometimes relapping, as 

not as important as basic differences produced when the dies were fiist cre¬ 

ated. Similarly, clash marks and die cracks, while of impor tance in ti acing 

die pairings and progressions, are of only subsidiary importance (however, 

sometimes in the American series they become very prominent in listings, 

such as the famous 1800 AM ERIC AI silver dollar, which is but a die flaw ot 

break, not an intended variety; several other similar situations could be 

mentioned). The Gohrecht Journal, organ of the Liberty Seated Collectors 

Club, has a title which could well include Liberty Head coins as well as Liberty 

Seated coins, that we suppose the club would have to change its name! 

From Stack’s Metropolitan Sale, May 1968, Lot 714. 

428 1850 AU-58. Light yellow gold. 

Die pair as preceding. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 19, 1968. 

429 1850 AU-55. Yellow gold. 

Obverse from a different die, date far left, with 1 about equidistant from 

dentils and neck. 

Reverse from a different die showing a centering dot at the top of the 

third "white” vertical stripe. 

From Michael G. Brownlee, April 18, 1967, earlier from Leo A. 

Young. 
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Marvelous 1850-C Quarter Eagle 

430 1850-C AU-58 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold surfaces show much 

prooflike reflectivity. Some lightness of strike is noted near the 

centers, as typical for this date. From a small mintage of 9,148 

pieces, with the bulk of today’s known specimens typically VF or 

so. “Generally underrated as a rarity,” wrote David Akers. A mar¬ 

velous specimen, a far higher grade than usually seen. Another 

splendid piece which represents the Finest that Harry Bass was 

able to acquire. Walter Breen notes “Extremely rare in AU or 

above.” Another grand opportunity for the Charlotte specialist. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Date logotype well centered between the bust and dentils, given the small 

amount of clearance available. A tiny blob at lower left bottom of 5. Several 

prominent diagonal die lines from border at star 12. 

The reverse die, also employed in 1849, features the C mintmark high, with the 

top blended in with the details of die design. Upon very close inspection some die 

finish lines are seen in a near vertical orientation (an unusual alignment). 

Purchased from Alai Varner, February 28, 1972. 

High-Grade 1850-C $2.50 Rarity 

431 1850-C AU-55 (PCGS). A splendid specimen in medium yel¬ 

low gold with some delicate splashes of toning. Quite well 

struck for the issue, although, as always, there is some lightness 

of detail on the eagle’s leg to the left. 

From the same dies as the proceeding lot. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

Superb 1850-D Quarter Eagle 

Seldom-Seen Quality 

432 1850-D AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with considerable bril¬ 

liance in the protected areas. Better struck than typically encoun¬ 

tered for die date, with exceptional obverse details and fairly strong 

reverse details as well. Struck from lightly clashed dies. A superb 

specimen, the finest that Harry Bass was able to locate in three de¬ 

cades of searching—which says much. Just 12,148 examples of die 

date were struck, and the typical specimen extant today is EF or 

lower in grade. “Extremely rare in AU,” notes Walter Breen, a com¬ 

ment that would also include lower range AU pieces (such as AU- 

50, AU-53, and even die next following lot, which is an AU-55). 

PCGS Population: 7; 2 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Although three pairs of dies were shipped to Dahlonega, only one die pair 

has been identified. Obverse with date far too high and left, piercing the 

neck of Miss Liberty and distant from the dentils. On the reverse the center 

of the D mintmark is about 50% occupied by a diagonal part of the arrow 

feather. Some raised die marks are seen at the tip of the lowest arrow. 

Purchased from Arizona Stamp & Coin, November 14, 1969. 

Beautiful 1850-D $2.50 Rarity 

The Eliasberg Coin 

433 1850-D AU-55 (PCGS). Fairly well struck overall save for the 

seemingly definitive lightness on the eagle’s leg to the left 

Warm medium yellow gold. Tiny nick or cut on reverse rin 

above I (UNITED). 

Obverse with date logotype high and with peak of 1 piercing the necl 

truncation. Dentils somewhat lightly impressed below the date, as some 

times seen; interesting “pinch" on the flat rim, outside the dentils and oppe 

site the space between stars 3 and 4. Perfect dies (no cracks). 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, Octobe 

1982, Lot 153. Formerly from the Clapp Collection. Still earlie 

from B. Max Mehl’s sale of the James Ten Eyck Collection, Ma 
1922. 

434 1850-D EF-45. Light yellow gold. Much mint lustre still re 

mains. An attractive example of this elusive Dahlonega variety 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuforcl Collection, May 1968, Lo 

1838. 

Important 1850-0 Quarter Eagle 

The Eliasberg Specimen 

(2X photo) 

435 1850-0 MS-63. Lustrous orange-gold with a decided olivi 

blush. Some lightness of strike on the reverse, typical for th 

date. A few faint hairlines and an obverse edge bruise at 10:01 

are noted for accuracy. The mintage of the 1850-0 quarte 

eagle totaled 84,000 pieces, but none were saved for numis 

mafic considerations, and today even a nice AU coin can b 

considered a rarity. Note the comments from Douglas Winte 

reprinted under Lot 438 below. The present piece represent 

an opportunity that will be recalled for a long time. From th< 

cabinet of Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., to that of Harry W. Bass, Jr 

and then to yours; one strong bid, and your name is added t< 

the illustrious pedigree chain of this important coin. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, Octobe 

1982, Lot 155. 
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Another Notable 1850-0 $2.50 

3 1850-0 MS-61 (PCGS). Medium yellow gold surfaces. Much 

prooflike character, especially on the obverse, but also on the 

reverse, especially near the border. Nearly fully struck in all 

areas, including the center, an exception to Walter Breen’s 

“Always weak in centers” rule. A delightful New Orleans rarity 

that combines high grade and excellent eye appeal. 

PCGS Population: 2; 4 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Date logotype fairly well centered. 
Reverse with tiny crack from rim through 2 of denomination. 

From Paramount’s sale of November 1971, Lot 1009. 

A Further Great 1850-0 $2.50 

7 1850-0 AU-58 (PCGS). An attractive specimen retaining much 

original lustre. An above-average strike, but showing some 

usual lightness, especially on the eagle's leg to the left. 

Date logotype well centered. Perfect dies. 

From Stack’s Metropolitan Sale, May 1968, Lot 717. 

8 1850-0 AU-50. Pleasing yellow gold. A nice example of the 

date, mint, and grade. “It is probably the most underrated 

New Orleans quarter eagle in AU and higher grades,” noted 

Douglas Winter in his study. Enough said. 

Obverse with date logotype significantly to the right, with the first digit 

about evenly spaced. While such date differences are not of commanding 
importance to most specialists (who are content to acquire but a single ex¬ 

ample of a given date and mintmark variety), they are interesting to study, 

and in this era often are dramatically different in their location. On the re¬ 

verse the O mintmark is high and has just a whisper of feathei detail at the 

upper right of the interior. 

From Stack’s Metropolitan Sale, May 1971, Lot 1235. 

Sparkling Cameo 1851 $2.50 

39 1851 MS-64. Lustrous and frosty. A little cameo, a visual treat! 
With regard to varieties, Breen notes that 10 obverses and nine reverses 

were made available for use this year. Thus, they probably never will all be 

identified or catalogued. Even so, we continue pointing out certain salient 

features. 
Date logotype very well prepared this year-the assistants were becoming 

more expert! On the present coin, the logotype is far to the left, with the 1 

piercing the neck truncation and the base coming within a gnat’s eyebrow of 

a dentil. The very left side of the serif is about even with the bust point. Un¬ 

der high magnification it is seen that the lower left serif of the final 1 has a 

tiny dash or line extending from it. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. Sale, October 1968, Lot 757. 

440 1851 MS-63. Bright and exceptionally yellow gold, no doubt 

representing California metal (which contains silver as an im¬ 

purity giving a light hue). Not often seen in this high grade. 

Obverse with date logotype somewhat left and high, piercing the netk 

truncation. A heavy crack is seen from the border to star 3, continuing ir¬ 

regularly to star 2. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

441 1851 MS-63. Brilliant and lustrous. A very attractive specimen. 

The obverse die has the date positioned far to the left, about equal with 

the edge of the bust tip. The 1 is embedded in the truncation, with its base 

touching a dentil. At the lower right the serif of the final 1 comes very close 

to a dentil. On the neck is a raised triangle or island, possibly a misplaced date? 
Something was impressed into the die. On the neck, neat the lowet curl, 

some raised diagonal die lines can be seen. 
On the reverse a light clash mark is seen extending upward lront the 

branch toward the eagle's wing. 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 352. 

442 1851 MS-62. Bright yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike. Attrac¬ 

tive and pleasing in every respect. 

Obverse with date far left and embedded into neck truncation and dentil; 

same die as described earlier. 

From Paramount’s sale of August 1969, Lot 1823. 

443 1851 MS-62. Brilliant, lustrous, and attractive. 

Date logotype just far enough left that the top of the 1 is slightly spaced 

away from the neck truncation, while the lower left serif barely touches a 

dentil. The lower part of the date is repunched, very obvious under even low 
magnification. On Miss Liberty s neck on the area directly above the 8 in the 

date a raised curved line is seen, probably from lint adhering to the mastci 

die, and impressed into the working die. 
On the reverse a tiny crack at F (OF) and the nearby wingtip, and another 

crack extends from the border and joins the tops of MERI, while still an¬ 

other crack extends from the border and joins the tops of CA. 

From Stack's sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 90. 

444 1851 MS-62. Brilliant and lustrous. Another nice example of 

this popular date. 
Obverse logotype somewhat left, 1 piercing the neck truncation; base 

clear of a dentil. 
Reverse with delicate cracks through the tops of STATES. Large crack 

from border to U (UNITED) extending to the right to connect the tops of 

the other letters. Crack links bottom of fraction and adjacent If. 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 
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Marv elous 1851-C Quarter Eagle 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

445 1851-C MS-62 (PCGS). Highly prooflike obverse. One of the 

very finest known, one of two superb 1851-C quarter eagles 

obtained by Harry W. Bass, Jr. The particular piece offered 

here was the finest known to Douglas Winter in 1987 when he 

compiled his Charlotte Mint Gold Coins: 1838-1861 and, in fact, 

was the only Mint State piece listed. 

In the intervening years, certification services have become 

popular, grades have been inflated, and today in 1999 it is very 

difficult to obtain reliable data. The Bass Collection contains 

another beautiful Mint State piece, to be offered in Part III, 

but it is highly unlikely that more than one or two true Mint 

State coins can be accounted for. Not making matters easier is 

the ge-around whereby the same coins are often sent again 

and again to the grading services, with the result that a single 

specimen can “expand" and occupy a half dozen different list¬ 

ings! Further, often what was AU a decade ago can now be cer¬ 

tified as a higher grade AU today or even Mint State. 

We view all of this with somewhat of a detachment, but yet 

with the realization that grading is serious business, and valua¬ 

tions depend upon it. Thus, the most conservative stance is to 

say regarding the present coin that, for sure, it was the finest 

specimen known to Douglas Winter when he did his excellent 

study and, similarly, for sure it is among the very finest known 

pieces. 

In the overall panorama of Charlotte and Dahlonega Mint 

coins, par for the course is apt to be VF or the occasional EF. 

When truly great collections are formed, such as the Columbia 

Collection which we described for auction last year, then AU 

pieces come into play, plus the very occasional Mint State. 

With the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection all bets are off, all con¬ 

ventional wisdom is gone, and pieces representing several de¬ 

cades of connoisseurship are brought to the market—yielding 

opportunities which likely will not be repeated in your lifetime 

once the series of Bass sales has been completed. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Walter Breen reports that of three pairs of dies made available for the 

coinage this year, just one pair is known to have been used. 

Date logotype lightly impressed into die. Centered quite far left, with tip 

of 1 embedded into neck truncation. Base of 1 distant from dentil, but 

seemingly connected to it with a very light die line. 

Reverse with C mintmark high and into the claw. Feather vein touches 

lower right of C, below the opening, indicating a particularly high position. 

From Lester Merkin's sale of April 1970, Lot 663. 

Memorable 1851-D $2.50 Rarity 

446 1851-D AU-55. A splendid specimen with warm yellow-orangi 

gold. The striking is above average, with just a trace of centra 

weakness. A truly lovely example that combines high technica 

grade with a very generous quotient of eye appeal. Thus, thi 

Dahlonega specialist will find this piece to be a delight. 

PCGS Population: 5; 5 finer (MS-63 finest). 

For this issue 11,264 pieces were minted. The circulation was extensive 

with the result dial die typical specimen encountered today is apt to be V! 

or EF, only very occasionally higher. Douglas Winter comments poignant!) 

“In my opinion the 1851-D is one of the more underv alued Dahlonega quai 

ter eagles. It usually trades in the same price range as the 1849-D and th 

1850-D, but it is scarcer, especially in high grades such as AU or better.” 

The date logotype is deeply impressed into the die, giving the numerals 

bold aspect. Orientation is slightly low and too far to the left, widi the resul 

that the peak of the first 1 is embedded in the bust, and the lower left serif c 

the same digit touches a dentil. Myriad die finish lines are seen, especiall 

around the border from about star 10 clockwise past the date and are oca 

sionally cited in the literature (cf. Winter). To the uninitiated these ma 

seem to be defects, but all authentic coins have them and thus they are in 

portant hallmarks. On the reverse the barest sign of clashing is seen in th 

junction between the eagle’s neck and wing at the upper right corner of th 

shield. No cracks in either die. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 47. 

Lovely Mint State 1851-0 Quarter Eagle 

(2X photo) 

447 1851-0 MS-63 (PCGS). A highly lustrous specimen. Sonv 

lightness of striking as usual, particularly on the reverse. 1 

very handsome piece. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Obverse die slightly relapped, showing traces of an earlier digit below th 

final 1. Minor traces of clash marks on the reverse. No cracks on either side 

Purchased from I. Kleimann, October 7, 1972. 
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Lustrous Mint State 1851-0 $2.50 

1851-0 MS-62 (PCGS). A truly wonderful coin with frosty 

mint lustre on all surfaces, a wonderful sight for a New Or¬ 

leans quarter eagle of this era. The striking is about average, 

somewhat light at the centers, particularly on the reverse. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-63 finest). 
Obverse die lightly relapped, showing traces of repunching of the final 1 

(earlier states show repunching at the 5 as well). The logotype was first en¬ 

tered at an angle, the impression mostly effaced, and the orientation cor¬ 

rected. In its present form the date is fairly well centered. The reverse is 

lightly struck on the eagle as usual. 
Reverse with minor traces of clashing. No cracks in either die. 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 19. 

Sharp 1851-0 Quarter Eagle 

) 1851-0 MS-61 (PCGS). A fairly sharply struck specimen, the 

only weakness of note being on the eagle’s leg to the left. Lus¬ 

tre characterizes both surfaces. A very pleasing specimen of an 

issue which when seen is apt to be in significantly lower grades. 

PCGS Population: 3; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 
Obverse with remnants of die logotype orientation seen below 5 and 1. An 

early impression of the dies; no clash marks or cracks on either side. 

From Paramount’s sale of November 1971, Lot 1013. 

1851-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Much original mint lustre still remains. 

The striking is far above average for the issue. 

Verv early obverse die state showing traces of an earlier logotype on all 

four digits, including a trace to the left of the first 1, a cusp at the lower left of 

the 8, an arc to the lower left of the 5, and prominent evidence of the stand 

of the final digit under that digit. 
The reverse die shows some very minor evidence of clashing. 
One can envision that Harry Bass simply purchased as many nice high- 

grade 1851 quarter eagles as came under his preview, and enjoyed studying 
them under high-powered stereo magnification, discerning the nuances of 

date repunching, clashing, eventual relapping, etc. At the same time the 

multiple specimens serve as an excellent store of financial value and, as 

events would prove, a wonderful investment. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 173. 

1851-0 AU-53. Bright yellow gold, probably from California 

metal. Some friction evident under magnification. 

Walter Breen’s Doubled Date, with date first punched leaning far down to 

right, subsequently repunched in the proper position. One of the more dra¬ 

matic examples of repunching of the era. In its final form, the date logotype 

is about centered between the bust and dentil (measured using the first 

digit) and dose to both. 
On the reverse the O mintmark is somewhat high and has a triangular se - 

tion of the arrow feather extending into the opening at the upper rig it. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, ex Gozan Collection, June 23, 

1967. 

452 1851-0 AU-50. Warm yellow gold surfaces. Some minute 

marks are visible under magnification. Possibly a “seawater 

coin, but this is not certain, fairly sharp in all respects. 

Date logotype high, with 1 touching neck truncation, base of digit clear of 

dentil. Some slight bulging at two innermost tips of stars 12 and 13 
The mintmark on the reverse is almost exactly like the preceding, but with 

enough differences that they can be made out under high magnification- 

which, if anything, indicates that if anyone ever publishes a text on minute 

die varieties of coinage, enlarged photographs will be necessary-words 

alone will not do. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of February 1972, Lot 771. 

453 

Gorgeous 1852-C Quarter Eagle 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1852-C MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant warm gold surfaces with a 

tinge of rose. A splendid specimen, none finer seen by Harry' 

Bass. Douglas Winter’s reference on Charlotte gold coins lists 

just a single piece at the Mint State level, this being in lessci 

grade than the present piece (which was not surveyed) and 

called “MS-60 to MS-63.” 
Once again, we have at our fingertips a coin which combines 

rarity, romance, and exceedingly high grade, the type ol coin 

that only appears on the market once a generation, il indeed 

that often. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 
Date logotype small, assuring a comfortable fit on the die if piopeily 

placed. In the present instance the date is somewhat left, and slightly closer 

to the neck truncation than to a dentil. The first two digits are repunched at 

the bottom, the third digit less so. Striation marks indicate that this may 

have been a very early striking from the dies. 
On the reverse the mintmark is fairly high, with the triangular projection 

from the arrow feather extending into the open space within the C. Heavy 

clash marks are seen at the eagle’s wing at the upper right of the shield, indi¬ 

cating at least three distinct clash occasions, possibly more. 
It is recorded that three pairs of dies were sent from Philadelphia to Char¬ 

lotte, but apparently only one die pair actually saw use. 1 ravel to Charlotte 
had its complications, and it was easier to send multiple dies for possible 

use, even if some would remain unused, than it was to send just one pair of 

dies, and then have the Mint stop coining a denomination while other dies 

were requested if needed. 

From Stack’s Metropolitan Sale, May 1968, Lot 723. 
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Outstanding 1852-D Quarter Eagle 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

454 1852-D MS-61 (PCGS). A marvelous and highly important 

specimen of this major rarity, one of the very finest known. 

Apparently (who knows?) not quite the equal of a coin that was 

graded once as MS-62 by NGC, another time as MS-62 by 

PCGS, and still another time as MS-63 by PCGS, and used by 

\\ inter as his plate coin. In any event, the same author is aware 

of only two specimens in Mint State. 

PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Not only is the Bass Collection piece important for its grade, but in con¬ 

trast it seems to stand far above the crowd concerning overall quality. Dou¬ 

glas Winter notes: “Most examples have very heavily abraded 

surfaces...there are usually conspicuous marks in the field.” 

Again, here is a treasure for the connoisseur and specialist. 

Date very high and about three times closer to the neck truncation than to 

the dentils. Raised die line from border through star 3. 

On the reverse the D mintmark is high. About half of the interior is cov¬ 

ered by a diagonal section of the arrow feather. Some minor clash marks in 

field to upper right of shield. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 158. 

Lustrous 1852-0 Quarter Eagle 

455 1852-0 AU-58. Light yellow gold. Much mint lustre still re¬ 

mains in protected surfaces, particularly on the reverse. A very 

attractive coin, and one which is decidedly elusive in grades 

above VF and EF. 

Date very high and three or four times closer to the neck truncation than 

to the dentils. Reverse with O mintmark fairly high, and with a small “spike” 

from the arrow feather extending from into the opening to the upper right. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 159. 

Prooflike 1852-0 Quarter Eagle 

456 1852-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Somewhat prooflike, a characteristii 

observed as the coin is held at an angle to the light. A very at 

tractive example. The striking is about par for the issue ant 

has some slight weakness, especially on the reverse. 

Four-digit date logotype is small, thus it could be easily positioned in th 

space allowed. However, on the present die the logotype is very close to th 

neck and distant from the dentils. Perfect dies. Seemingly an early impres 

sion from the pair. 

Purchased from I. Kleinman, October 7, 1972. 

Attractive 1852-0 Quarter Eagle 

457 1852-0 “Extra Heavy O.” AU-55. Bright yellow gold, charac 

teristic of New Orleans issues of this era. A handsome am 

pleasing coin. 

Obverse with date logotype deeply punched high into field, three or fou 

times closer to neck truncation than to dentils. Reverse with “extra heav 

O, which led Walter Breen in his Encyclopedia to comment, “Except for size 

this recalls the 1854-0 ‘Huge O' quarter dollar. Mintmarked at New Ot 

leans.'” The O mintmark is very deep, heavy, and somewhat lopsided. A curi 

osity and attraction among quarter eagles of the era. 

From Stack's sale of the Stewart Collection, May 1972, Lot 1642. 

Another Curious 1852-0 $2.50 

458 1852-0 “Extra Heavy O." AU-53. Another specimen of thi 

very interesting coin. Much mint lustre is still seen. 

Same dies as preceding. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lo 
1855. 

459 1853 Breen-6222. Repunched 18. MS-63. Brilliant honey golc 

with strong cartwheel lustre. A pleasing example of a scarct 
variety. 

On this particular variety, the bases of the 1 and 8 in the date are unmis 

takably repunched at the bottoms of those numerals, particularly so at the 

base of the 1. Breen calls this variety “very rare” in his Encyclopedia. 

From Stack's sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 459. 
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1853 MS-62. Lovely and lustrous, bright and beautiful. An out¬ 

standing specimen of the date, variety, and grade. Satiny sur¬ 

faces enhance the beauty. 
Date logotype strongly repunched at left, particularly noticeable at the 

lower left of the serif of the 1 and the upper interior and the base of the 8. 

Logotype closer to neck truncation than to dentils, with the neck truncation 

having a little “scoop” removed so as not to have the digit touched. Many 

parallel die striae are seen, particularly in front of the neck and along the 

right border. From till indications this is an extremely early striking from the 

die. 
Reverse with the master die impressed rather lightly into the working die, 

giving good definition of detail, but resulting in a significant separation of 

the lower arrow from the final A (AMERICA). As a general rule of thumb 

and by casual observation, it seems that branch mint coins of this era often 

have the arrow and letter much more closely spaced, from deeper impres¬ 

sions of the master die. There are exceptions, of course. 

From Stack's sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 93. 

Incredible 1853-D Quarter Eagle 

(2X photo) 

1853-D MS-60 (PCGS). Highly prooflike surfaces, the obverse 

almost representing a presentation piece. Deep dished and 

basined dies, which seem to be about par for Dahlonega 

coins—due to the master die being driven very deeply into the 

working die. Why this was, we do not know. Perhaps it was in¬ 

tended that dies last longer in Dahlonega, and thus have the 

features in bolder relief. Or, perhaps there is some other ex¬ 

planation. However, when a large number of quarter eagles of 

this era are surveyed, the difference becomes quite evident. 

The 1853-D is elusive in all grades, and even an AU-50 com 

would be an attraction in a sophisticated advanced collection. 

The MS-60 grade ranks this piece among the finest known, 

high Condition Census. Here, indeed, is another raie piize. 

PCGS Population: 3; 4 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Date far left, embedded in the neck truncation, and just a hair s breadth 

from a dentil. Prooflike surface in all areas, as noted. Some die striations are 

seen. Some lumps are seen between stars 3 and 4; a very- prominent ridge 

extends from the border past the left side of star 8 to Miss Liberty s hair. A 

very irregular series of lumps is seen to the left of star 9 near the border. 

On the reverse the mintmark is high. About the top 40% or so of the inte¬ 

rior is occupied by part of the arrow feather. 
With the 1853-D, mintage quantities changed dramatically, reduction 

fell to just over 3,000 pieces, beginning a series of low mintages which would 

last to the end of the Dahlonega quarter eagle series. All known authenttc 

pieces are lightly struck in areas. Most examples are VF to EE Douglas W in¬ 

ter estimates the total population at 55 to 60 coins. 

From Stack’s Metropolitan Sale, May 1968, Lot 727. 

Especially High-Grade 1854 $2.50 

462 1854 MS-66 (PCGS). A splendid specimen with deep, lull mint 

lustre. On the obverse some parallel planchet striations arc- 

seen on the cheek, perhaps having the financial effect of re¬ 

ducing the value of the coin by a grade point or two. The strik¬ 

ing is above average. Overall this is one of the nicest 1854 

quarter eagles in existence, one that Harry Bass had noted as 

“finest seen” of this particular die combination and state. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

The date logotype is deeply and evenly punched into the die, although 

high and with the first digit piercing the neck truncation. The reverse dis¬ 

plays some die finish lines in a near vertical orientation. A very early impres¬ 

sion from the die pair. 

Purchased from Numismatics, Ltd., June 9, 1973. 

463 1854 MS-63. Light yellow gold. Highly lustrous and frosty. A 

very pleasing coin. 
Date logotype as usual for this year, but lightly impressed into the die, re¬ 

sulting in a significant separation between the 5 and the adjacent 4. On most 

other dies of this year the date is deep, and the 5 and 4 seem to connect. The 

logotype is well made but is slightly larger than it should be for use on a 

quarter eagle. On the present coin the position is left, with the 1 virtually 

touching the neck (which has been scooped out to prevent this contact) and 

also grazing a dentil. The right serif of the last digit is veiy close to a dentil. 

Clash marks are seen around the portrait of Miss Liberty. 

Reverse with extensive clash marks reflecting an outline of the portiait fig¬ 

ure—clearly seen under magnification, as the satiny fields and the relative 

absence of marks highlight the outline. 

From Stack ’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 

2069. 

464 1854 MS-62. Lustrous and frosty. Another attractive example. 

Date logotype driven deeply into the working die, thus connecting the last 

two digits. Placed very high, piercing the outline of the neck truncation and 

distant from the dentils. A delicate crack connects stars 1-3. Another crack 

irregularly connects stars 4-7, fading, resuming at 8 and continuing irregu¬ 

larly through star 13. 
On the reverse light cracks are seen at NITED and again at STATES. An¬ 

other crack connects OF with the wing tip. 

From Stack’s sale of May 1968, Lot 728. 

465 1854 MS-62. Lustrous and attractive, a nice mate to the other 

Mint State pieces offered here. 
Date logotype deep into die, particularly so toward the last two digits of 

the date, rendering them very bold and very strongly connected. Date logo¬ 

type high, with 1 into neck and distant from dentils. Reverse with barely 

noticeable and irregular cracks through part of STATES OF. Arrow point 

touches base of A, indicating that for the reverse the master die was driven 

deep into the working die. 

From Stack’s sale of the Winter Collection, February 1974, Lot 

519. 
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Beautiful 1854-C $2.50 Rarity Gorgeous 1854-0 Quarter Eagle 

466 1854-C AU-58 (PCGS). A stunning, gorgeous bright yellow 

gold example. A decent strike, with some reverse weakness as 

usual, but overall quite bold. This particular variety is usually 

seen in a much less satisfactory condition; witness Douglas 

Winter, here excerpted: “Weak strikes are the rule for this 

date. The obverse is often blurry on the hair around Liberty’s 

ear. The reverse is always weaker than the obverse; the center 

and eagle’s claws are invariably very weak... The quality of 

planchets used for this issue was quite poor; some survivors 

show extensive areas of mint-made porosity at the date and 

stars from 10:00 to 1:00. For some reason the lustre of this 

date is very poor...” This cited, it is realized that the present 

coin, while it has some of the invariable weak features, is far 

above average. 

PCGS Population: 6; 2 finer (MS-61 finest). 

All known 1854-C quarter eagles are from a single die pair, and were 

struck to the extent of 7,295 examples. The date logotype is high, with the 

peak of the 1 piercing the neck truncation. Some slight evidence of clashing 

is seen in front of Miss Liberty’s nose and neck. 

On the reverse a barely perceptible crack extends from the border to the 

tip of the fraction bar. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1540. 

Notable 1854-D Quarter Eagle 

467 1854-D AU-58 (PCGS). Somewhat prooflike, particularly on 

the obverse. Rich warm yellow gold. A delightful specimen 

that surely ranks as one of the very finest known. In fact, this 

probably could be called MS-60 without fear of contradiction. 

Douglas Winter notes that only two Mint State coins are 

known to him. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Date extremely deeply impressed into working die. Positioned high and 

into the truncation. Many raised die lines are seen around the border, and 

lumps and irregularities are observed between stars 8 and 9, near star 10, 

and between stars 11 and 12. Such attributes, variations of which exist on 

other dies, make Dahlonega coins fascinating to collect. 

On the reverse the upper part of the mintmark is occupied by part of the 

tailfeather. This same die was employed in 1852 and 1853. 

Purchased from Tom E. Werner, November 23, 1966. 

468 1854-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant, lustrous and frosty. Quit, 

well struck on obverse and reverse, the only exception being a 

the lower part of the eagle. One of the nicest examples wre havi 

ever seen of this date and mint. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

On the obverse the date logotype was boldly entered into the working dif 

a bit too far left, thus causing it to be very close to both the dentils and th 

neck truncation. This particular logotype has lower relief through the cet 

ters of the letters than at the top or bottom, perhaps due to “rocking” th 

logotype punch as it was entered into the die. The present impression is 

late state of the die. Clash marks are seen before and after Miss Liberty' 

neck. Die roughness characterizes most of the border past the stars. A crac 

is seen from the border to star 5. 

The reverse die also seems to be a late state with some roughness betwee 

the inscriptions and the dentils, making it a candidate for relapping. A tin 

trace of clashing is seen at the eagle’s wing above the right corner of th 

shield. No cracks in evidence. 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1977, Lot 588. 

469 1854-0 AU-58. Bright yellow gold, probably from California 

Highly lustrous. A very' attractive example. 

Date logotype “rocked” vertically into the die, giving extra depth to th 

top and bottom of the date, lighter through the center line. Logotype close 

to bust than to dentils, with the bust scooped out slightly to prevent contac 

5 and 4 distinctly separated from each other. Crack from border betwee 

stars 1 and 2 extends to near chin. Some interesting die irregularities ar 

also seen near stars 1 and 2 as well. Reverse with mintmark high, and wit 

just the barest hint of an arrow feather at the inside right. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, Febmary 18, 1972. 

470 1854-0 AU-55. Bright and lustrous. Another attractive Net 

Orleans quarter eagle. 

Obverse with date fairly deep into the die, seemingly more deep on th 

left than on the right. Numerals 54 close but not touching. 1 low and toucl 

ing dentil, distant from neck truncation. Reverse with mintmark high an 

with upper left third occupied by part of the arrow feather. Prooflike withi 

the shield stripes. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968. Lt 
1856. 

471 1854-0 AU-55. Another pleasing specimen. 

Date logotype as described earlier, with top and bottom figures heavie 

than the center line. Crack from border between stars 1 and 2 extends t 

cheek. Die irregularities in the same area. Another crack extends from th 

bust tip through star 1, to the crack earlier mentioned, then from anothe 

point in the crack, through stars 2 onward, continuing to star 5, at whic 

point a branch crack is taken up. Near this point, and above the head of Mis 

Liberty, the die is severely bulged, giving a blister effect that is quite unusu; 

and has few counterparts elsewhere in the quarter eagle series. Addition: 

cracks are seen through the other stars. A vety interesting and curious di 

from a technical viewpoint. On the reverse the mintmark is slightly higl 

with just the barest whisper of a feather element at the right interior. Sorn 

roughness opposite the dentils. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 16, 1968. 
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Finest Known 1854-S Quarter Eagle 

Rarest Coin in the Series 

An American Numismatic Treasure 

72 1854-S AU-50 (PCGS). Light wear evident, but not as much 

as on all other known specimens. A few light scratches are 

seen here and there on the reverse but in the context of 1854- 

S quarter eagles are not particularly unusual. The coin speaks 

for itself—none finer is known. The highest graded specimen of 

this landmark rarity, a coin earlier called EF. You can take your 

pick of whatever grade you choose, but by any account, this is the 

finest known. . , , e 
This particular piece is mentioned in David Akers study ot 

the quarter eagle series, which commented in part: 

“The 1854-S is one of the rarest of all U.S. gold coins. Its 

low mintage of just 246 pieces is the third lowest of any regu- 

larly-issuecl gold coin. All known specimens are very low 

grade, and f have not seen one that would grade fully hx- 

tremely Fine, although according to Stanley Kesselman, the 

one purchased by Harry Bass from Stack’s comes very close. 

The same writer, drawing upon auction appearances, sug¬ 

gested that “No more than 10 to 15 specimens are known. 

However, auction appearances seem to have included duplt- 

Seventeen years ago when we catalogued the Eliasbeig 

Collection coin, described as VG-8 obverse and G-4 reverse, 

we gave a brief history of the issue, which we paraphrase 

below: 
The 1854-S has the lowest recorded mintage (only 246 were 

struck) of all quarter eagles issued as business strikes for circu¬ 

lation from 1796 to 1929. Only about a dozen examples sur¬ 

vive today, and all of these are in worn grades. 

The San Francisco Mint began producing gold coins in 

1854. Due to the difficulty of obtaining acids to part silver, 

which existed as an impurity in the native gold. Mint officials 

produced very few quarter eagles and half eagles that yeai. At 

least, this is the traditional explanation given. (On the other 

hand, many gold dollars, eagles, and double eagles were 

struck, so perhaps the explanation lies elsewhere; or perhaps 

it was desired to mint quarter eagles and half eagles at the 

time the acid supply problem occurred, and when there was 

no shortage of acid, minting attention turned elsewhere and 

quarter eagles and hall eagles were overlooked.) 

According to David Akers' auction survey, the 1854-S is the 
cate examples. 
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most difficult quarter eagle to obtain in high grade. All known 

specimens show signs of wear. In addition, the 1854-S is the 

second rarest quarter eagle in terms of the number of auction 

appearances over the years, and is tied with the exceedingly 

rare 1806/5 overdate and the 1841. Only the 1804 with 13-star 

reverse appears less frequently, but perhaps the 1804 with 13 

stars is more plentiful than is thought, for not all cataloguers 

noted the reverse star count when describing coins. 

In Edgar H. Adams’ Official Premium List of United States, Pri¬ 

vate, and Territorial Gold Coins, published in 1909, he found “no 

record of public sale” for the 1854-S. In fact, the first sale at 

public auction that Dr. Richard A. Bagg, research associate to 

Q. David Bowers for the Eliasberg catalogue, could find was by 

B. Max Mehl in the Belden Roach Collection sale of February 

1944. Mehl noted at the time: 

“Until 1910 not a single specimen of this coin was known to 

exist in any collection. I discovered one specimen through my 

extensive advertising. It was sold to Mr. John Clapp of Washing¬ 

ton at over $500.” 

Mehl has been known to exaggerate on occasion and some¬ 

times confuse facts, not a surprising situation in view of the lit¬ 

erally millions of transactions he conducted over the years. Ex¬ 

amination of the May 1911 issue of The Numismatist disclosed 

the following citation by Edgar H. Adams: 

“...for the benefit of especially the quarter eagle collectors the 

long-sought-for 1854 $2.50 gold piece from the San Francisco 

Mint has come to light and is now in the collection of Mr. H.O. 

Granberg of Oshkosh, Wisconsin. This rare mintmark recently 

came to Mr. C.ranberg’s notice, and of course was carefully ex¬ 

amined by him. It was found to be authentic beyond a doubt. 

Mr. [Samuel] Hudson Chapman has also examined the coin 

and has stated that it was the only specimen of the variety that 

had ever been located.” 

More than likely, Mehl sold the coin to Granberg, who may 

have disposed of it later. It was not part of the 1913 Granberg 

Collection sold at auction by Mehl, but Granberg is known to 

have sold pieces on other occasions as well. 

The Clapp notebooks revealed that an 1854-S quarter eagle 

was purchased from Elmer S. Sears for $395 in August 1915. 

This coin subsequently went to Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., in 

1942, and was sold by us in 1982 as part of the Eliasberg Col¬ 

lection. 

Fast forward to 1988 and Walter Breen ’s Complete Encyclope¬ 

dia of U.S. and Colonial Coins. In that publication he offered 

the following commentary and registry, that described as No. 

3 being the Bass Collection piece offered in the present 1999 
sale: 

“1. Davis-Graves:825, Harry Bass? VF+, horizontal abrasion 
above eagle. 

2. Atwater, Grant Pierce, Miles, 1973 ANA:826, $9,000, 1974 

MANA:1547, $24,000, Arthur Lamborn, “Fairfield”: 1544, 

$10,000 (1977), Scott-Kinnear:13, $9,900. VF, nick above 13th 

star, rough on upper 1. obv., lower 1. rev. Enl. Photos. 

3. F.C.C. Boyd, WGC, "Bell,” “Memorable,” Clinton Hester 

or C.M. Williams, Menjou:1326, NN 51:837, pvt. colls., “Rio 

Rancho”:89, $31,000. VF+, scratch from arrow to M. 

4. Waldo Newcomer, Col. E.H.R. Green, “Bell,” Farouk:278, 

Gilhousen: 184, “Rio Rancho”:90, $13,000, Dr. Altany, 

Windsor:307, $24,000. F to VF. 

5. Roach, Wolfson, S. Hallock to duPont:85, 1983 Grand 

Central:2762, $10,000. F, scratch above eagle’s head, another 

(parallel upper wing) to rim close to F. 

6. Kreisberg/Schulman 2/60:2592, 1979 ANA:82, $8,750. 

Auction 81:1405. VG-F, $9,200. 

7. “Western bank,” B. Max Mehl, 1910, H.O. Granberg, 

Mehl, Elmer Sears, John H. Clapp, Eliasberg: 170, $7,150, 

VG/G. 

8. Tex. pvt. coll. Loop removed, traces of solder. 

9. Tex. pvt. coll. Obv. VF, scratched; rev. shank removed, af- 

NITE and MERE 

There are probably at least two others around.” 
-Gd 

This coin, No. 3 in the above list (but not identified by 

Breen as such), was catalogued by Walter Breen and finessed 

by John ). Ford, Jr.—the procedure in effect at New Nether¬ 

lands coin company at the time— as follows in their 51st cata¬ 

logue of June 19-20, 1958, as Lot 837: 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

1854-S. In date, 1 embedded in bust; upper right corner of mintmark 

joins tip of arrow shaft, but the S is elsewhere clear. Strictly Very Fine; 

bold, the obverse more so than the reverse (as on all others known). Al¬ 

though this piece has minor handling marks, the most obvious of which is 

a faint reverse scratch from the top arrow to M, it still retains traces of 

original lustre on the reverse, confirming our contention that the flatness 

on the eagle’s head and upper parts of wings is a result of the way the coin 

was struck. Beyond doubt, this is one of the two finest of only five so far 

traced (a sixth is reported, but still unverified). Other than two half 

eagles, the 1841-0 and 1875, this coin has the lowest mintage of any gold 

piece struck for circulation and so used. Also, likewise an unappreciated 

fact, the 1854-S quarter eagle is an initial type coin, being the first San 

Francisco Mint issue of that denomination. 

Of the 246 pieces made 104 years ago, this coin was the second speci¬ 

men to be discovered and the first choice one. It was Lot 242 of the 1946 

“World's Greatest Collection;” Lot 222 of the 1948 Memorable Sale; Lot 

1326 of the 1950 Menjou offering. The other four examples known to us 

are as follows: (1) Davis-Graves, 1954. Lot 825, VF plus; (2) Bell, 1944, Lot 

240, Farouk, 1954, part of Lot 278, VF; (3) Atwater, 1946, Lot 2072, Fine, 

obverse field dig; (4) Eliasberg coll., discovered circa 1910 in a western 

bank, sold by B.M. Mehl to J.H. Clapp for a reported $850, to Eliasberg 

with the Clapp coll., 1942. VG. 

Clearly, one of the most underrated United States coins in any metal 

manufactured to be used as a circulating medium, and completely free of 

the stigma of Mint experimentation or chicanery'. In comparison with 

commoner, but more touted coins such as the 1815 half eagle (and many 

others we could name), this mintmark has a tremendous potential, per¬ 

haps in the $4,000 to $5,000 class. A true American classic! 

4 lie “New Netherlands style” was quite advanced for its 

era, and had its genesis in 1952 when John J. Ford, Jr. com¬ 

piled a section of the ANA convention catalogue. The phi¬ 

losophy at the time, which to a degree has inspired some of 

the work we have done here at Bowers and Merena and ear¬ 

lier, was to say as much as possible about the coin—the 

specimen itself as well as its history, background, and, if 

merited, other known pieces. 

Today in 1999, what with certified grading, changing stan¬ 

dards, and so forth, the New Netherlands grades are prob¬ 

ably as obsolete as the 78 rpm record. However, in a relative 

sense it is seen that the Bass specimen is of extraordinary 

quality and, as noted, it is believed to the finest known ex¬ 

ample. 

In recent times the history of the San Francisco Mint has 

been in the spotlight, and the comments concerning our de¬ 

tailed coverage in our recent book. The Treasure Ship S.S. 

Brother Jonathan, have been extensive. At least one individual 

plans to use this as a jumping-off spot for more research and 

study. No doubt the sale of the treasure coins from the S.S. 

Central America, when they come to market, will cause the 

limelight to focus even more sharply and intensely. Of all the 

coining facilities operated by the American government, 

none has a more romantic, more curious history than the 

San Francisco Mint. 
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Within the quarter eagle series, no other San Francisco Mint 

rarity comes even close as a competitor. 1 hus, the connoisseur 

in the Field will find that at once the Bass Collection 1854-S is 

the rarest of all quarter eagle date and mintmark varieties, the 

highest grade example of the rarest, the rarest San Francisco 

quarter eagle (by definition), and, indeed, one of the rarest 

and most desirable of all coins in the United States gold series. 

If the term “once in a lifetime opportunity is appropiiate, 

here is a good place to use it. 
Acquired by Harry Bass in October 1974. Earlier in the Rio 

Rancho Collection (Superior), and before that New Netherlands 

Sale 51, (quoted above), the Adolphe Menjou Collection, the 

Memorable Sale, the Bell Collection, and F.C.C. Boyd's “World's 

Greatest Collection ” (Numismatic Gallery). 

Exquisite 1855 Quarter Eagle 

5 1855 MS-64 (PCGS). An exquisite specimen, extremely 

sharply struck and virtually definitive in this regard-even in¬ 

cluding the lower features of the eagle. For the type collector 

wanting a very special specimen, the search ends here. Rich 

golden surfaces with attractive lustre complete the picture of a 

truly splendid coin. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Slightly smaller date logotype this year than in 1854, providing it with the 

potential of fitting comfortably in the space allotted, but in the present in¬ 

stance placed slightly too high. Die striae are seen in the fields oriented at 

about 45° from the vertical, from upper left to lower right, indicating that 

the present piece is a very early strike (as such die preparation lines quickly 

wore away). 
The reverse has similarly oriented die striations. No doubt the present 

piece was made in the first few hours of employment of the combination, as 

noted earlier. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman,July 28, 1972. 

Beautiful 1855 Quarter Eagle 

474 1855 MS-63. A beautiful specimen with rich, deep mint lustre. 

A lovely example of a date that is not rare in lower grades but 

which in full Mint State is seldom seen. It is quite interesting to 

contemplate how some issues can be plentiful and others elu¬ 

sive—the mintages play a part, but only a part, and theie ate 

often other factors, mostly unknown, that are involved. 
Date logotype well made this year, with italic 5s (as on certain vaiieties of 

cents). Lightly punched into the die. Very high and very close to the neck 

truncation, distant from a dentil. The logotype is more deeply punched into 

the die at the right of the date than the left. Clash marks are seen around the 

portrait of Miss Liberty. 
On the reverse clash marks are seen around the eagle, particularly around 

the head, but also elsewhere. A delicate crack is seen through the eagle’s 

wing through the top of STATES, and another crack is seen at OF and ex¬ 

tending to the border. As is the case with other high-mintage quarter eagles, 

there are so many different die varieties that it will never be possible to keep 

track of them all, especially if the topological differences are not all that 

great. However, it is interesting to make note of certain characteristics. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

1745. 

475 1855 MS-62. Frosty and lustrous. Well-struck from clashed 

dies. Another very attractive example of a Philadelphia date 

which is common enough in worn grades, but which is decid¬ 

edly rare at the MS-62 level. 
From Abe Kosoffs sale of November 1968, Lot 765. 
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“Impossible” 1855-C Quarter Eagle 

High Condition Census 

Possibly Finest Known 

476 1855-C MS-64 (PCGS). A fantastic specimen, of virtually im¬ 

possible quality, seriously challenged in Douglas Winter’s 

study only by our Fairfield Collection coin. Lot 1547. 

Charlotte gold coins of any date are virtually unheard of in a 

true MS-64 grade. Further, of high-level specimens—AU up¬ 

ward-very few coins with any numerical designation have the 

“life,” the brilliance, the beauty of this specimen. Here is an¬ 

other treasure for the connoisseur and specialist. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Date logotype slightly closer to neck truncation than to dentils, with an 
indentation in the neck truncation preventing contact. 

Mintmark fairly high. Part of feather extends as a spike into the opening 

of the C. Curious parallel die striae are in field opposite the upper left of 
the shield. Some clash marks are seen. 

Source unknown, but acquired by Harry Bass on August 31, 
1977, possibly by trade. 
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Rare 1855-C Quarter Eagle 

7 1855-C AU-55. Rich deep yellow gold with hints of orange. 

Fairly well struck for the issue, but with some weakness at the 

lower part of the eagle. On the obverse some marks are seen 

on Miss Liberty’s jaw and near her ear. 

PCGS Population: 10; 5 finer (MS-64 finest). 

The date logotype is deeply impressed into the die, giving the numerals a 

bold characteristic. 

The reverse die, also used in 1854, shows a tiny crack from a dentil to the 

fraction denominator. In addition there are evidences of clashing and slight 

bulging. The Charlotte Mint used its dies extensively! 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 17, 1968. 

Exceptional 1855-D Quarter Eagle 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

78 1855-D AU-55 (PCGS). A high Condition Census specimen of 

a variety of which not a single Mint State coin is known to exist 

(per Douglas Winter). 
Before further discussing the grade of the presently offered 

specimen and its technical aspects we quote Douglas Winter 

further: 
“The 1855-D quarter eagle is the rarest coin struck at the Dahlo- 

nega Mint. In most advanced collections it is the final piece to 

be purchased due to the extreme difficulty of locating a nice 

example.” 
What a remarkable statement! Considering all coins from 

the Dahlonega Mint, from gold dollars through half eagles, the 

1854-D $2.50 stands tall and proud. The Bass Collection coin 

is exceedingly important from several aspects: 

First, the rarity is unquestioned. The low mintage ol 1,125 

pieces’created an elusive piece at the very time of production. 

However, in 1855 there was absolutely no interest in collecting 

gold coins by mint varieties, and all went into circulation to 

meet varying fates. Not even the Mint Cabinet kept an ex¬ 

ample. Today the number known of 1855-D quarter eagles ol 

all grades combined is very small, just a few dozen totally. 

Secondly, the AU level represents the finest known grade, 

thus making the Bass Collection important for its quality. 

Third, not only does this coin hit a home run from a numerical 

or technical viewpoint, but it is an aesthetic work of art-with 

rich golden surfaces, somewhat prooflike, and of exquisite 

beautv. To see this coin is to love it, and we readily imagine 

that the Dahlonega specialist will consider this to be one ol the 

foremost highlights in his or her collection. 

I'CCS Population: 10; 2 finer (MS-60 finest). 

Date logotype very deeply impressed into die. Very slightly doubled at 

lower left of final digit. Logotype very close to dentils, about twice as close as 

to the neck truncation above. Raised die lines are seen around much of the 

rim, particularly on the right side ol the coin. 

On the reverse the 1) mintmark is high. The center is about hall filled di¬ 

agonally with part of the arrow feather. As is true of many if not most Dahlo¬ 

nega coins, the master die was driven deeply into the working die, creating a 

very bold relief and resulting in the lowest arrow touching the bottom ol the 

final A (AMERICA). 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 169. 

Eye-Catching 1856 $2.50 

479 1856 MS-66 (PCGS). A splendid eye-appealing coin with rich, 

smooth, satiny lustre on obverse and reverse, the latter side 

challenging perfection. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-67). 

Obverse with small date numerals, as always seen, although a Large Date 

variety was reported years ago and never confirmed (and may not have bet n 

reported correctly in the first place). The digit 5 is italic as on all. Perfect 

obverse and reverse dies (no cracks). 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, July 28, 1972. 

Beautiful 1856 Quarter Eagle 

480 1856 MS-63. A beautiful, satiny, lustrous specimen, one of the 

finest known. Both obverse and reverse are bright yellow gold. 

A tiny silvery fleck is seen at the lower right of the neck tt unca¬ 

tion, possibly a piece of stray metal in the alloy. 

Very small date logotype this year, setting a trend that would be continued 

for several years thereafter. In the dime series, both large and small date 

logotypes were used in 1856, but not here. However, the present logotype is 

that used on the Small Date dime. Fifteen pairs of dies were produced for 

the 1856 quarter eagle coinage, and probably the use of all of them will 

never be recorded, as differences in placement may be small. 

In the present specimen, the logotype is more deeply punched towaid the 

end of the date, making the 6 much bolder than the other figures. On the 

right border some interesting ridges, almost representing a plowed field as 

seen from a high altitude, can be observed-very curious. A minor clash 

mark is seen behind the neck. 
On the reverse some very interesting ridges are seen at the dentils above 

STA (STATES) and in the field above the final S and the nearby Of. Ibis 

pair of dies probably rusted lightly, and was given the wire brush treatment 

(on the obverse), accounting for the “plowed field" analogy. Cine can imag¬ 

ine that the dies were left exposed in a humid Philadelphia summer, rusted 

lightly, then dressed prior to use. At a casual glance without the use ol mag¬ 

nification—the features just observed would not be noticed, nor would a cer¬ 

tification service mention them. However, upon close inspection they 

make the piece all the more fascinating. 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, November 27, 1973. 
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1856-C $2.50 Rarity 

Exceptional Quality 

481 1856-C AU-55 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Somewhat irregular 

surfaces, as characteristic and as made. Nick or cut on reverse 

rim above E (AMERICA). Decently struck for the issue. 

In the context of 1856-C quarter eagles the present piece is re¬ 

markably fine. Douglas Winter’s hook, Charlotte Mint Cold 

Coins, reinforces by implication our sentiment: “The 1856-C 

has the dubious honor being among the most poorly struck of 

all Charlotte quarter eagles. The obverse is especially weak 

and, sometimes, the ERT in LIBERTY is almost illegible. Most 

specimens have mint-made depressions (caused by die rust) 

before the first and between the second and third stars. An¬ 

other depression, above the eagle’s head, is also commonly 

seen. Others are found struck on granular planchets. The 

1856-C is, in high grades, rarer than the more celebrated 1855- 

C, despite popular belief to the contrary.” 

For the connoisseur the present piece is quite exceptional. 

The word LIBERTY is fully and completely defined, and other 

aspects are equally desirable. We expect much bidding compe¬ 

tition when this crosses the block. 

Date logotype slightly low and to the left, but comfortably situated due to 

the small height of the numerals. Some die rust (per Winter) or irregulari¬ 

ties, as always, on reverse, but no cracks in evidence. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of September 1967, Lot 331. 

482 1856-C Net EF-45; or possibly slightly better. Scratches in field 

behind neck prompt us to assign the EF-45 category, five to 10 

points less than we would have given otherwise. 

Still, the coin is above average in quality. The planchet, which 

Walter Breen states is “usually defective,” in the present in¬ 

stance is not. In-person examination of the coin is recom¬ 

mended. 

Obverse with small date as always, deeply punched into the die, and 

slightly closer to a dentil than to the neck truncation. Reverse with upper 

right of C mintmark embedded in arrow feather. 

From Rarcoci’s sale of February 1972, Lot 775. 

Famous 1856-D Rarity 

Lowest Mintage Dahlonega Coin 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

483 1856-D AU-50 (PCGS). Warm golden surfaces. A lovely coil 

combining Condition Census quality with a very' pleasing ae: 

thetic appeal—all in all a truly memorable specimen. Th 

1856-D is just slightly more available than the exceedingl 

rare 1855-D, and has an even lower mintage. In fact, the prc 

duction of only 874 quarter eagles for 1856-D places it as th 

rarest Dahlonega quarter eagle and the only coin in the er 

tire Dahlonega Mint series—dollars to half eagles—with th 

figure below the 1,000 mark. 

The present specimen will attract a wide circle of bidders 

Again, as is so often true with the Bass Collection coins, th 

opportunity is remarkable. 

Apparently an extensive mintage was contemplated for 1856-D, as thre 

pairs of dies were shipped from Philadelphia to Dahlonega. However, onl 

one die pair was used. 

From Superior, February 1973, Lot 190. 

High-Grade 1856-0 Quarter Eagle 

484 1856-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Much lustre is seei 

on both sides. A superb strike with excellent detail through 

out, including the all important and usually flat area on th 

eagle’s leg to the left (eagle’s right leg, but seen on the left ski 

of the coin). A truly memorable example of the issue, one tha 

is deserving of strong bidding competition. The Breen tex 

notes: “Much scarcer than the mintage figure [21,000] sug 

gests. Very rare in EF.” 

Date logotype punched deeply into the die, more so toward the end of th 

date than in the beginning. Fairly well centered, but closer to the neck that 

to the dentils. Obverse with some graininess near the dentils, particularl 

from stars 3 through 10, perhaps rust, or, more likely, evidence of prc 

traded die use. On the reverse rust is indeed seen in several places, espt 

dally at ITE (UNITED), no doubt from the miasma that pervades that low 

From Rarcoa’s sale of February 1972, Lot 977. 

485 1856-0 AU-50. Somewhat satiny surfaces. Brushed at one time 

On the reverse there is full prooflike character within the shielt 

stripes. One of the nicer specimens we have seen of the 1856-0 

Date logotype somewhat closer to the neck truncation than at the dentil' 

but with a generous amount of space above and below in each instance 

Deeply and somewhat evenly impressed into the working die. 

On the reverse the O mintmark is high, with the arrow feather overlap 

ping it and extending into the upper left of the opening. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 173. 
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Gem 1856-S Quarter Eagle 

Extraordinary Quality 

(2X photo) 

5 1856-S MS-65 (PCGS). Deep rich lustre, almost three dimen¬ 

sional. Creamy, satiny, and smooth. Fairly well struck. An ex¬ 

traordinary example of an issue which when seen is usually in 

much lower grade. 
The 1856-S, with a mintage of 71,120 pieces, is the earliest 

collectible San Francisco Mint coin of this denomination, the 

1854-S being for all practical purposes unobtainable (the Bass 

coin being an unusual exception). Most examples show exten¬ 

sive wear, and today the typical grade on the market is apt to 

be VF to EF. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Date logotype slightly high, but nicely positioned with ample space above 

and below. Much more deeply impressed into the die at the right side of the 

date, making the 6 quite large in comparison to the other figures. 

On the reverse the S mintmark is far to the right of where the C and D 

mintmarks were placed this year, and is in the field, not touching any de¬ 

vices, to the lower right of the arrow feather. 

Purchased from Paramount, February 1977, from the Alt any Sale, 

Lot 592. 

,7 1856-S AU-55 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold surfaces. Excellent 

strike. A very pleasing example of an issue that Walter Breen 

says is much scarcer than the mintage figure of 71,120 sug¬ 

gests. 
From Abe Kosoffs sale of November 1968, Lot 766. 

18 1856-S AU-55. Light yellow gold. Lustre is still seen in pro¬ 

tected areas. 
Date logotype positioned about as preceding, but more evenly applied, 

the 6 being less prominent. There is a ding or mark on the last digit (caused 

by handling). 
On the reverse the mintmark is in the same general position as the preced- 

Frosty 1857 Quarter Eagle 

489 1857 MS-67 (PCGS). A frosty, lustrous specimen of exquisite 

beauty. Far above average strike. Medium yellow gold with 

some splashes and freckles of orange-brown. A little cameo, 

indeed one of the finest we have ever seen of this date. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

The four-digit date logotype is just about the correct size for the quarter 

eagle denomination and fits comfortably in the space allotted. In the 

present die the last digits are more deeply impressed than the first, indicat¬ 

ing that the punch was not driven into the die straight (not a particulatly 

unusual circumstance). The lower outside right of the 8 has a small “chip 

out of it, indicating that the logotype must have been nicked. 1 his is seen on 

certain other (but not all) 1857 quarter eagle dies as well and probably indi¬ 

cates those made later in the year. At star 8 there is a tiny line or incipient 

crack parallel to the border. 

On the reverse a minute trace of clashing is seen on the eagle's wing above 

the right corner of the shield. Some die striae are present on obverse and 

reverse, indicating that the present piece is an early impression from the die 

pair. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, July 28, 1972. 

Rare 1857-D Quarter Eagle 

490 1857-D AU-58 (PCGS). Medium gold with splashes of orange 

on obverse and reverse. An exquisite strike, with excellent de¬ 

tail overall including the all-important eagle’s leg to the left. 

The high rims on the obverse and reverse serve to “frame” the 

devices and give the piece a cameo-like appearance. Only 

2,364 examples were struck, all from the single die pair. Today 

this is recognized as one of the prime rarities among Dahlo- 

nega issues, a piece seldom encountered save when important 

collections come to market. 

Obverse with logotype well positioned. Tiny nick out of lower right of 8, 

from the logotype punch. Raised die lines extend upward from 1 and 8 in 

date. 
The reverse die was also used to coin the rare 1856-D quarter eagle. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, May 2, 1973. 

ing, but slightly farther left, touching the arrow feaiher. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

1859. 
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Remarkable 1857-0 Quarter Eagle 

Condition Census 

491 1857-0 MS-62. A specimen of remarkable quality, solidly Con¬ 

dition Census from a numerical viewpoint and, beyond that, a 

gorgeous little cameo. The obverse is highly prooflike, almost 

resembling a presentation piece, and the reverse is likewise. 

The coloration is a warm yellow gold. Here is a piece that has 

everything. 

Although 34,000 1857-0 quarter eagles were minted, there 

was no numismatic interest in them at the time, and virtually 

all circulated extensively. The appearance of pieces in high 

grade today is due to remote chance. Often a period of years 

will elapse between our offerings of a similar piece. 

PCGS Population: 5; 1 finer (MS-63). 

Date logotype this year somewhat unevenly spaced, with 18 closer to¬ 

gether than other figures, with 5 being somewhat distant from I he 8 and 7. 

The 5 in the logotype was shallower in relief than the 18 and the 7, with the 

result that on all dies made from this logotype the 5 appears to be somewhat 

lighter—an interesting situation. When the matrix was created for the logo¬ 

type punch, the figure 5 simply was punched in less deeply than the others. 

In this particular die the logotype is nicely centered vertically (measured 

by the first digit) and also is exceptionally well centered from left and right. 

On the reverse a crack extends from the border through the D (past the 

denomination) to the branch. 

From Stack’s Spring Sale, April 1978, Lot 803. 

495 1857-0 AU-50. Bright yellow gold. A pleasing example. 

Dies similar to preceding. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971. 

Beautiful 1857-S Quarter Eagle 

496 1857-S MS-62 (PCGS). Sharply and exquisitely struck with d 

tail present in all areas including the eagle’s leg at lower lef 

Lustrous, satiny surfaces. 

PCGS Population: 4; 3 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Date logotype well-centered and deeply punched; tiny chip missing fro 

lower right of 8. Some slight roughness here or there, particularly bet wee 

stars 7 and 8 and past star 13. 

Reverse with tiny clash mark above eagle’s wing past upper right of shiel 

S mintmark visible in its entirety, the top overlapping the arrow feathe 

mintmark slightly double punched at lower right. 

Purchased from Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 196. “Fro 

a northern California find, a very rare date in high grade. Almc 

unheard of in Mint State, probably the finest known. ” 

497 1857-S AU-55. Lustrous and attractive. A very nice example. 

Date logotype well centered verticallv and horizontally, but slightly clos 

to the dentils than to the neck truncation. Reverse with upper right of 

mintmark embedded in the base of the arrow feather and tilted slightly le 

From Paramount’s sale of November 1971, Lot 1025. 

High-Grade 1857-0 $2.50 

492 1857-0 MS-60. Bright yellow gold surfaces, somewhat proof¬ 

like. No doubt struck from metal brought by sea from Califor¬ 

nia. A very pleasing example of an issue that is usually seen in 

VF and EF grades, rarely higher. 

Obverse with date logotype deeply punched into die; lower right of 8 

showing nick, or chip, earlier described. 

On the reverse the top of the O mintmark is high and is overlapped at the 

upper left by the arrow feather which extends somewhat into the central 

space. 

Purchased from Mai Varner, August 14, 1972, through the Goliad 

Corporation. 

493 1857-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. Much lustre re¬ 

mains. 

Obverse die with deeply impressed logotype, chip out of lower right of 8; 

reverse with O mintmark tucked under arrow feather. 

From Stack’s Winter Sale, February 1974, Lot 525. 

494 1857-0 AU-50 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Much lustre still re¬ 

mains. 

Obverse and reverse dies similar to or same as preceding. 

From Abe Kosoffs ANA Sale, August 1968, Lot 816. 

498 1857-S AU-50. Bright yellow gold. Some lustre remaining. A: 

other example of this popular issue. 

Obverse as preceding. Reverse from a different die, S mintmark farther 

the left and touching the eagle’s claw, but barely clear of arrow. Mo 

“open” than on the preceding coin, quite possibly because the mintma 

was not as decplv impressed into the die. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, August 4, 1967. 

Splendid 1858 Quarter Eagle 

499 1858 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous, satiny surfaces. Light yello 

gold, no doubt from California. Quite well struck, not need! 

sharp, but not far from it, either. One of the nicest busine: 

strike quarter eagles we have ever seen of this date. 

PCGS Population: 5; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Obverse with date well positioned. Some die striae extend from upperle 

to lower right at perhaps a 30° angle from the vertical. 

The reverse die shows evidences of clashing and may have been relappe 

but with remaining evidence above both wings of the eagle and elsewher 

Striae of nearly vertical orientation are seen, probably from the relappir 

(not original die preparation) process. At the center, above and to the rig! 

of the second pair of stripes, a positioning dot seems to have taken aw: 

some of the lowest horizontal shield stripe. 

Purchased from William Youngerman, March 14, 1978. 
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Splendid Mint State 1858 $2.50 

[) 1858 MS-62. Light yellow gold. An early striking from dies 

with prominent striae, exceptionally so. One ol the finest busi¬ 

ness strikes we have seen. Walter Breen comments, “Much 

scarcer than mintage figures suggest; rare Uncirculated.” A 

find for the specialist. 

Date logotype more evenly spaced than for preceding year, quite well 

done, except that the vertical axes of the 8s are not parallel, the last 8 seems 

to lean ever so slightly right. On the present coin the logotype is well spaced 

vertically and is slightly to the left. 

On the reverse a center dot is seen at the top of the third “white” vertical 

shield stripe. 

From Stack’s sale of the Myers Collection, November 1972, Lot 

563. 

Remarkable 1858-C Quarter Eagle 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

11 1858-C MS-62 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike 

on both sides. A high Condition Census specimen, far finer 

than the nicest piece known to Douglas Winter in his study. 

The latter author was aware of just a single Mint State coin, 

graded MS-60. 
Today in 1999, with grade escalation and also resubmissions 

of coins to certification services, it is not as clear as it was years 

ago as to the relative importance of a coin in a certain grade. As 

time goes on, more and more higher grade pieces—those in the 

AU and Mint State level-will be submitted, resubmitted, and 

submitted again, with the eventuality that at some future date it 

will seem that such pieces are plentiful! The truth is, of course, 

that 10 listings could well represent just one single coin! 

As years go on, more and more high-grade coins will be 

added to the population reports, making the pieces appear 

more plentiful. The truth is, however, as years go on such high- 

grade coins become less plentiful, as certain pieces meet vary¬ 

ing fates through loss, handling, etc. Thus, 10 years from now 

high-grade 1858-C quarter eagles-to continue the present ex¬ 

ample-will be rarer than they are today, although the popula¬ 

tion figures will make it appear to the uninitiated that more 

are around! 

All of this noted, on an absolute basis the 1858-C at this level 

is a significant rarity, a numismatic treasure, another find lot 

the specialist. 

PCGS Population: 7; none finer. 

Date logotype very deeply punched into the die. slightly closer to the den¬ 

tils than to the neck truncation, and somewhat to the left. 

Reverse with upper right of C mintmark embedded in arrow leather. 

Some die striations on the reverse indicate that this was probably an earh 

impression, a thought amplified by a lack of clash marks (which tend to lie 

common on branch mint coins ol this era). 

From Stack ’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 

2083. 

502 1858-C EF-40. Light yellow gold. Nick on right hand edge and 

some other marks including some light obverse scratches. 

Dies and states as preceding. 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1971, Lot 1027. 

Splendid 1859 Proof Rarity 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

503 1859 Proof-62 (PCGS). Rich yellow gold surfaces. Some marks 

account for the numerical grade. A splendid coin, one of only 

a few Proofs surviving. Walter Breen was able to account lor 

just seven different Proof examples, probably including over¬ 

lapping appearances of the same specimen. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (Proof-66 finest). 

In this year the reverse hub was changed. The hub used on the present 

piece is that of 1840-1858, with the lowest arrow head very close to the final 

A (AMERICA), the top two a trow heads touching, etc. The Type II hub was also 

introduced this year, and has distinguishing differences, including the top 

two arrow heads separated. 

Regarding this Proof 1859, the date logotype is in small figures widely 

spaced. On this particular specimen it is placed slightly closer to the dentils 

than the neck truncation above. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 5, 1971. 
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Mint State 1859 $2.50 

504 1859 MS-62 (PCGS). Extremely sharply struck, indeed defini¬ 

tive in this regard. Light yellow gold surfaces with satiny lustre. 

A prize example of an issue which is plentiful enough in lower 

grades, but which is a major rarity in the grade offered here. 

The date logotype is small and widely spaced, just right for the quarter 

eagle denomination. Many fine die striae are seen at a slight angle from the 

vertical, indicating this is an early impression. 

The reverse is the new hub with arrow heads spaced more widely apart 

than on the preceding, with the lowest being widely separated from CA 

(AMERICA) nearby. This general hub was continued and used for the rest 

of the series. As explained in Breen’s Encyclopedia, there were some transi¬ 

tional issues during the late 1850s and early 1860s involving the use of left¬ 

over reverses. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1962, Lot 

1749. 

Lustrous 1859 $2.50 

Among Finest Seen 

505 1859 MS-62. Breen-1023. Light yellow gold. Very lustrous on 

obverse and reverse. A pleasing example of the date and 

grade. 

Obverse with date ever so slightly closer to the dentils than to neck trunca¬ 

tion. Some striae near the borders, particularly at stars 1-2 and stars 9-11. No 

doubt this was an early impression. 

The reverse of the present piece is from the Type I hub and seems to be 

an early die state. 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 181. 

506 1859 MS-60. Lustrous and attractive. Another high-grade busi¬ 

ness strike. 

Dies similar to or identical to preceding. 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 360. 

507 1859 AU-50. Much mint lustre still remains in protected areas. 

Light yellow gold. 

Dies as preceding. 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1971, Lot 997. 

Notable 1859-D Quarter Eagle 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

508 1859-D AU-58 (PCGS). An exceptional specimen, a Conditioi 

Census piece with many fine attributes. First of all, the grade i 

elegant, AU-58, which ranks it in the top echelon, as only threi 

or four pieces are believed to exist. Further, and perhap 

equally important, the coin has a far above average strike 

Harry Bass made special note that the dentils were separatee 

and distinguishable, this being different than the typical coin 

In addition, the piece has a beautiful overall aesthetic ap 

peal—a splendid specimen. 

Only, 2,244 were struck, and of this number probably no 

more than 100 to 200 survive. 

Obverse die notably basined. Logotype quite low. Tiny crack or die mar 

from lower right of digit to corner. Stray punch mark to lower left of 9. Pei 

haps this is a “misplaced date” and the logotype punch was earlier touchei 

to the border. 

On the reverse the D mintmark is deeply impressed into the die and higl 

with the feather details occupying the upper left 50% of the center. Th 

master die is boldly impressed into the working die, giving the letters an 

other features special prominence. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 200. 

Rare 1859-D Quarter Eagle 

509 1859-D AU-50. Rich yellow gold characteristic of Dahloneg; 

Mint issues of the period (save those made from Californi; 

metal). On the obverse there are some nicks and marks, an< 

on the reverse there are intersecting scratches, a numismati 

shame, for otherwise this piece would be truly memorable a 

to value and grade. A high-grade example from a numerica 

grading viewpoint. 

Obverse with date logotype positioned too low. Reverse of the early (184( 

1858) hub with lowest arrow head virtually touching the final t 

(AMERICA). 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lo 

1844. 
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Lustrous 1859-S Quarter Eagle 

0 1859-S AU-58 (PCGS). Very sharply struck and quite lustrous. 

An exceptional specimen of an issue, which, when seen, is usu¬ 

ally quite worn. A find for the specialist and connoisseur. 

Obverse with date logotype low. A tiny thorn from the border past star 11 

will hallmark the die for the interested specialist. 

On the reverse the mintmark is immediately distinguishable by having its 

entire lower portion solidly filled, certainly an unusual situation. The hub is 

of the early 1840-1848 style. 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 1, 1968. 

Pleasing 1859-S Quarter Eagle 

1 1859-S AU-58 (PCGS). Light yellow gold surfaces. Lustrous 

and frosty. Fairly well struck, although with some typical light¬ 

ness at the eagle’s wing on the left. 

Obverse date low. Tiny thorn on rim past star 11. 

Reverse with small mintmark, entirely filled so as to create a blob. Old-style 

hub. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1566. 

Another Desirable 1859-S $2.50 

12 1859-S AU-50 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Another high-grade 

example of this popular issue. 

Obverse with date low, thorn at rim past star 11 Reverse with clear, open 

mintmark. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of November 1968, Lot 770. 

13 1859-S EF-45. Much mint lustre is still seen on the obverse, par¬ 

ticularly in protected areas. The reverse is somewhat prooflike, 

again in protected areas. An attractive example of the issue. 

Date logotype low. Reverse with old-style hub. 

Purchased From N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

Lustrous 1860 $2.50 

514 1860 MS-62 (PCGS). Sharply and wonderfully struck, a joy to 

behold. However, quarter eagles of the second hub (as this 

one is) do not seem to have the striking problems seen on the 

earlier issues. Thus, we will withold extensive commentary on 

subsequent new-hub issues unless there is a situation to the 

negative (weakly struck). All in all a delightful specimen of 

this issue. 

Date logotype punched lightly into the die. First digit repunched at bot¬ 

tom. The logotype this year illustrates the 8 leaning very slightly to the left, 

and the base of the 6 considerably higher than the base of the adjacent 0. 

Die striae are seen from upper left to lower right. No doubt this was an early 

impression. 

The reverse is of the new hub style. Evidences of clashing are seen above 

both wings of the eagle and occasionally elsewhere. Some roughness, per¬ 

haps rust, is seen in the dentils above AM (AMERICA) and elsewhere. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of January 1973, Lot 179. 

515 1860 AU-58. Highly lustrous. A very attractive specimen. Ex¬ 

ceptionally well struck in all areas including the eagle’s leg to 

the left. 
Date logotype quite low, about three times closer to the dentils than to the 

neck truncation. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. Sale, October 1968, Lot 771. 

516 1860 AU-55. Most lustre still remains. Sharply struck and very 

attractive, the sharp striking being unusual for an early-hub 

reverse. 

Date low, about three times closer to the dentils than to the bust. Reverse 

with some die finish lines at upper right, possibly indicating an early impres¬ 

sion from the die. 

From Stack’s ANA Sale, August 1971. Lot 2004. 

Attractive and Rare 1860-C $2.50 

Final Charlotte Issue 

517 1860-C EF-45. Bright yellow gold as is typical of Charlotte Mint 

coins. Fairly well struck for the issue, in contradistinction to 

the typically seen piece. Reverse with what are typically called 

“planchet defects” but which really were caused by the die (see 

notes). This is usual for the issue and is mentioned by Douglas 

Winter. Highly important as the last Charlotte year of the 

quarter eagle denomination. 

An examination of this and the following lot show that the “planchet de¬ 

fects,” as they are commonly called, arc. in fact, evidence of debris adhering 

to the die. Date deeply impressed into die and centered. 

518 1860-C VF-35. Bright yellow gold. A very nice example. Some 

irregularities from die debris are seen on the reverse but not 

extensive. 
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Marvelous 1860-S Quarter Eagle 

519 1860-S MS-63 (PCGS). Reverse from the early huh, a decent 

strike, but lacking some minute detail—above average how¬ 

ever. Lustrous and attractive overall, a truly memorable ex¬ 

ample of an issue which is a great rarity at this level. Walter 

Breen says succinctly: “Usually weak VF. Extremely rare above, 

only two reported Uncirculated.” Today in 1999 the true num¬ 

ber of Uncirculated pieces cannot be determined, due to the 

economic attraction of continually resubmitting expensive and 

unusual coins to the grading services by which practice a single 

coin can be listed multiple times. However, Walter Breen was 

as familiar as anyone with gold coins when he wrote his Ency¬ 

clopedia in the 1980s (published in 1988), and we must of ne¬ 

cessity adopt his comments as indicative of the great rarity of 

the issue. Moreover, the 1860-S was too late to be included in 

the .S'..S’. Central America find (that ship having slipped beneath 

the waves on September 12, 1857), and no examples have been 

recovered from the S.S. Brother Jonathan (which, in any event, 

seems to have carried primarily high-denomination coins, with 

Mint State pieces being concentrated 1863-1865). 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Obverse with date logotype very deeply impressed into the die. A dra¬ 

matic contrast to the lightly impressed Philadelphia die offered earlier. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, March 15, 1972. 

520 1860-S EF-45. A nice example which displays mint lustre in re¬ 

cessed areas. A particularly desirable example of an issue that 

is usually seen well worn. 

Date logotype low and deeply punched into die. Reverse is of the old hub 

as used on other San Francisco Mint quarter eagles of the decade. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 28, 1967. 

521 1860-S EF-40. Medium gold with some deeper highlights in 

the recessed areas. 

Date low and deeply punched into die. 

From Paramount’s sale of November 1971, Lot 1031. 

522 1861 MS-64. Light yellow gold, probably from California 

metal. A beautiful specimen with lustrous, satiny surfaces, a 

piece with a great deal of eye appeal. 

Date logotype well centered; deeply punched into the die at the left and 

right figures (perhaps the logotype was rocked to the left and right when 

impressed), lighter in the centers. 

Reverse is from the new hub, as usually seen. 

From Stack's sale of February 1972, Lot 640. 

523 1861 MS-64. Brilliant and frosty. A very attractive coin. 

Date logotype deeply punched and well centered. Obverse field surface 

somewhat satiny as per the original die. The reverse is of the usually see; 

new hub. 

From Superior’s sale of October 1972, Lot 1893. 

524 1861 MS-63 (PCGS). An early striking from the die pairs, witl 

both dies showing extensive striations (die preparation marks] 

The reverse is of the Type I or old hub, and thus is extremd 

rare (see comments in Breen’s Encyclopedia under 6256). Th< 

same writer notes: “Business strikes only. Discovered by Don 

glas Winter and published in Coin World, October 19, 1993 

page 46.” 

As the reverse die has many preparation lines and shows no evidence c 

relapping, nor are clash marks present, it may be that 1861 represents it 

first use to strike coins. If so, then the die had been on hand in a vault sine 

at least 1858. 

Purchased from N.K.S., June 6, 1972. 

525 1861 MS-63. Brilliant and lustrous as often for this date am 

mint. 

Date logotype high and very distinctly repunched, particularly at the fir: 

two digits, less so on the fourth. Apparently the third digit, the 6, was th 

pivot point. Reverse is of the new hub as usually seen. Traces of a tiny crac 

at OF. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

526 1861 MS-62. Lustrous and brilliant. Another nice example c 

this popular Philadelphia issue. 

Date centered and deeply punched. Reverse is of the new hub. Prominer 

clash marks around the eagle outline the head of Miss Liberty. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, July 28, 1972. 

High-Quality 1861-S $2.50 

527 1861-S AU-58 (PCGS). Light yellow gold characteristic of Cal 

fornia metal. Type I hub, and quite well struck for same. 

Obverse with date logotype deep into the die and slightly closer to th 

neck truncation than to the dentils. Reverse with large “open” S-mintmarl 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. Sale, October 1968, Lot 775. 

528 1861-S EF-45. A high-grade example of this San Francisco i: 

sue, one which is typically seen at levels such as VF and belov 

Date centered. Reverse is of the old hub as always for San Francisco Mir 

quarter eagles of the decade. Fairly decently struck, with just slight lightne: 

on the eagle’s leg to the left. 

From Stack’s Metropolitan Sale, May 1968, Lot 750. 
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Scarce 1862/1 $2.50 

1862/1 Overdate. AU-55 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Mark on 

reverse above eagle’s neck. A very attractive, high-grade ex¬ 

ample of this popular and very important piece. Writing in 

1988, Walter Breen commented, “Possibly 12 known, none 

Uncirculated.” 

PCGS Population: 5; 4 finer (MS-61 finest). 

This variety was unknown to numismatists until it was discovered by 

Aubrey E. Bebee, the Omaha numismatist, and published in the Numismatic 

Scrapbook Magazine, January 1963. As is often the case when a remarkable 

find is announced, the news coverage prompted just about any reader who 

had an 1862 quarter eagle to take a closer look to see if it was a prized over¬ 

date. At least several thousand 1862 quarter eagles exist—not at all a rare or 

even scarce date. The fact that by 1988 Walter Breen only knew of a dozen 

pieces tells much about the true rarity of the variety today. 

From our sale of February 1975, Lot 580. 

532 1862 AU-55. Bright yellow gold. Highly lustrous. 

Date very lightly entered in the die, giving it a delicate appearance. Place¬ 

ment slightly high. The reverse is of a new hub, as always for this date and 

for subsequent Philadelphia Mint issues. Some clash marks can be seen 

around the central motifs. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 19, 1968. 

533 1862 AU-55. Brilliant and lustrous. Another attractive ex¬ 

ample. 
Date deeply punched into die. Centered. Reverse marked in Hairy Bass 

notes as “relapped,” but this feature is not immediately evident (perhaps 

Harry Bass saw an earlier die state of this reverse elsewhere). 

Purchased from N.K.S., August 21, 1968. 

534 1862 AU-50. A further nice example. 

Date slightly low. Reverse with some die finish lines at the border above 

and to the left of AM (AMERICA). 

Purchased from John N. Rowe III, October 18, 1966. 

Memorable 1862-S Quarter Eagle 

Elusive Mint State 

Bass: “Finest Known” 

Lustrous 1862 Quarter Eagle 

1862 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous frosty surfaces and, as might be 

expected from the Type II hub, quite well struck overall. An 

excellent coin for variety or type. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

This represents the last year that Philadelphia Mint quarter eagles were 

struck for general circulation, until the late 1870s. There was a Hurry of ac¬ 

tivity among the populace with regard to hoarding “hard money, and al¬ 

though the Treasury Department did not pay out gold coins after late De¬ 

cember 1861, it seems that many of the 1862 gold dollars and quarter eagles 

were distributed, no doubt to those caring to pay a small premium for them. 

In any event, high-grade business strikes of 1862 are seen with some fre¬ 

quency today. 
The date logotype is excellently made, well spaced and the numeral size 

looks very attractive on the quarter eagle denomination. On the present die 

the positioning is well spaced. The obverse is lightly clashed, with some 

marks extending from both sides of Miss Liberty’s neck, reflective of the 

wing outlines on the reverse. 
On the reverse a related clash is seen, outlining virtually the entire head of 

Miss Liberty. 

Purchased from N.K.S. December 12, 1970. 

High-Grade 1862 Quarter Eagle 

1862 MS-63 (PCGS). Prooflike. Light yellow gold. An attrac¬ 

tive example of the variety and grade. 

PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Obverse with date well positioned. Evidences of clash marks before and 

after the head of Miss Liberty, including evidences transferred from the 

wing on the reverse. 
Reverse with clash marks outlining Miss Liberty, which seems to have 

been clashed at least twice, possibly more. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, September 19, 1973. 

535 1862-S MS-62 (PCGS). Warm rich yellow gold. Somewhat 

prooflike on both surfaces. An absolutely gorgeous coin, a 

memorable piece that will long linger in the mind of anyone 

who views it. 
San Francisco Mint quarter eagles of this era are rare enough 

in such grades as AU or even MS-60, but at the MS-62 level 

they are so elusive that a span of years may elapse between out- 

offerings of them. Such pieces were not used in large bullion 

shipments, as $20 pieces were easier to count. Rather, these 

saw extensive service in everyday commerce. 

In Harry’s notes he commented all in capital letters: FINEST 

KNOWN. Harry was of a conservative turn of mind, and this 

notation certainly is exceptional. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

The date on the obverse is very deeply punched and well centered. On the 

reverse, the S is barely clear of the arrow feather. The high prooflike charac¬ 

ter of both obverse and reverse, together with some original die finish 

marks, suggests that this must have been an early impression from the pair. 

It would be interesting to surmise that this was purchased as a gift by some¬ 

one who visited the San Francisco Mint, as the annals of mint history reveal 

that this was the most popular of all denominations for a holiday gift giving 

(such commentaries relate to the Philadelphia Mint early in the 20th cen¬ 

tury, but no doubt appropriate to other mints and times). 

From Lester Merkin's sale of March 1989, Lot 77. 
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Scarce 1862-S Quarter Eagle 

536 1862-S EF-45 (PCGS). Light yellow gold characteristic of Cali¬ 

fornia metal (containing a significant amount of silver as an 

impurity.) Type I hub from earlier days. 

In 1862, while the Treasury Department was no longer paying out Phila¬ 

delphia Mint quarter eagles at par, on the West Coast, in San Francisco, 

freshly minted coins were placed directly into commerce. As explained in 

some detail in the book. The Treasure Ship S.S. Brother Jonathan, the West 

Coast operated on an entirely different monetary system during the Civil 

War—with scarcely a Legal Tender note in circulation in San Francisco, but 

many gold coins in evidence. On the East Coast just the opposite was true: 

paper money abounded, and silver and gold coins were nowhere to be seen. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 21, 1968. 

537 1862-S EF-40. A sharp and pleasing specimen from the same 

die pair as the earlier “finest known” landmark. Much mint lus¬ 

tre still remains in protected areas. 

Purchased from John Smies,June 22, 1967. 

Highly Important 1864 $2.50 

Business Strike Rarity 

540 1864 Net EF-40; sharpness and appearance of AU-50 or finei 

but with traces of tooling in the obverse and reverse field: 

Lustrous honey gold with prooflike reflectivity in the field: 

A very attractive piece despite its shortcomings. Only 2,82 

business strikes were produced of the date, of which near] 

all have disappeared, yielding perhaps a population of fewe 

than 100 in collectors’ hands today. Only at widely spaced ii 

tervals do pieces come on the market. The present piece ret 

resents an excellent opportunity for the budget-consciou 

buyer who wishes to acquire an American classic, a highl 

important rarity. 

Date logotype on a horizontal plane in a centered position below Liberty 

bust. Proofs of this date have the date slanting down to the right. 

From Lester Merkin's sale of March 1969, Lot 79. 

“Special” 1863-S Quarter Eagle Important 1865 $2.50 Rarity 

538 1863-S AU-55 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Much lustre still re¬ 

mains in protected areas. Type I hub as normal for the issue. 

When seen, the 1863-S is typically well worn. In fact, Walter 

Breen knew of only two Mint State coins, an appropriate com¬ 

ment with regard to the value of Mint State coins. Even AU 

pieces are quite elusive. 

For the advanced collector this is, indeed, a very “special” 

1863-S. Few equivalent pieces have ever passed through our 

hands. 

PCGS Population: 2; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Obverse with date logotype deeply impressed and well positioned. Re¬ 

verse from the Type I hub as usual. 

Purchased from N.K.S., September 16, 1970. 

539 1863-S VF-30, or slightly finer. Bright yellow gold. Some mint 

lustre is still seen. 

Date low and deeply punched. A tiny crack extends from the right tip of 

the neck truncation to the border and is scarcely visible. On the reverse the 

S mintmark is tilted at a rakish angle to the right. A curiosity in itself. 

From Stack’s sale of the Davis Collection, February 1968, Lot 235. 

541 1865 AU-53 (PCGS). A lovely high-grade business strike, and 

rarity as such. Only 1,520 pieces were made for circulation, c 

which very few exist. Walter Breen poignandy observes: “Ran 

than Proofs, unknown Uncirculated.” As only a dozen or s 

Proofs are believed to exist, the rarity of the present busines 

strike is equaled by relatively few other dates in the entire serie 

Not only is the piece a rarity in an absolute sense, the coin 

of great visual beauty, possessing rich gold surfaces with soni 

hint of prooflike character. 

Date logotype deeply punched into working die and quite high. Seeming 

the only obverse die used for business strikes this year. 

From Rarcoa’s ANA Sale, August 1970, Lot 1445. 
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Memorable 1865-S Quarter Eagle 

1865-S MS-62 (PCGS). Slightly above-average strike (recall that 

this is a Type I hub). Lustrous and frosty. A very elegant, in¬ 

deed memorable specimen of the 1865-S, a variety that typi¬ 

cally is found well worn, when it is found at all. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (MS-63). 

Obverse with date logotype deep into the die, well centered, but posi¬ 

tioned to the left, as is typical for virtually all quarter eagle dies ot the era. A 

few very delicate cracks are seen among the stars beginning with star 1 and 

continuing clockwise, irregularly through star 9. Whether these cracks are 

from die use or are artifacts of the hardening and annealing process can only 

be determined by studying multiple specimens and noting the progression. 

The reverse is the expected Type I hub. The mintmark is tilted sharply to 

the right at about a 30° angle from the vertical, an interesting but not neces¬ 

sarily value-adding aspect. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, October 28, 1971 

1865-S AU-55. Lustrous golden orange with some brilliance in 

the recessed areas. Obverse very faintly brushed long ago. 

Purchased from Fred Sweeney, September 18, 1972. 

546 1866 AU-55 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. A very pleasing speci¬ 

men of a major rarity of the era. Interestingly, the dies of ibis 

piece are aligned in the same direction, medal-wise, in contrast 

to the normal 180° apart. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Date logotype deeply punched into the die, slightly more heavily on the 

right, making the final digit appear slightly larger than the third digit. \\ iie 

rim around much of the reverse. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, August 19, 1968. 

High-Grade 1866-S $2.50 

1865-S EF-40. Honey gold with some lustre in the protected 

areas. 
From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

1865. 

npressive Mint State 1866 Quarter Eagle 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

> 1866 MS-62 (PCGS). A very attractive example with light yel¬ 

low gold surfaces. Somewhat prooflike. Nicely struck. A spec¬ 

tacular coin in every respect—rarity, quality, eye appeal, few 

equivalent pieces exist in all of numismatics. Just 8,780 busi¬ 

ness strikes were made, and few, if any, were deliberately saved 

for numismatic purposes (the few collectors who desired such 

pieces typically acquired Proofs). Today not more than a 

couple hundred examples of this date are estimated to survive, 

the majority of those in VF. The quality of this specimen is vir¬ 

tually unimproveable for the grade. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 
Minor repunching on the 1 in the date. Date logotype deeply punched 

into the die, slightly more heavily on the right, making the final digit appeal 

slightly larger than the third digit. 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 19, 1973. 

547 1866-S MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty. A decent strike as 

well, somewhat unusual considering the Type I reverse hub. 

One of the nicest examples we have seen of the 1866 issue. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Although the mintage was a generous 38,960 pieces, the coins were made 

for strictly utilitarian purposes and were distributed in a combination of 

domestic commerce and the export trade. As a result, the 1866-S, quoting 

Breen, is “usually VF; prohibitively rare in AU.” 

Obverse with date logotype punched more deeply on the left, giving the 

first digit unusual boldness and rendering the last two digits with the same 

size appearance. Reverse with large S mintmark. Some trivial evidence ol 

die clashing is seen above the eagle s wing opposite the upper t ight cornet 

of the shield, this being the first place that specialists look for evidence of 

such things. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 19, 1968. 

548 1866-S EF-45. Honey gold with plenty of lustre in the recessed 

areas. 
From Abe Kosoffs sale of November 1968, Lot 776. 

549 1866-S EF-45. A pleasing specimen, definitely above the aver¬ 

age grade typically seen. On the reverse some original mint 

lustre is still visible. Obverse with planchet lamination or, pos¬ 

sibly, foreign material adhering to the die-opposite bust 

point. 

Date logotype deeply impressed and centered. 

From Stack's ANA Sale, August 1971, Lot 2011. 

550 1866-S EF-40. Light yellow gold. 

Date logotype high, twice as close to truncation as to dentils. Reverse with 

medium S mintmark barely clear of arrow feather. W alter Bi een in his Ency¬ 

clopedia notes that the arrow heads are usually light on this issue; however, 

this is not true of the specimen offered here. 

From Stack's sale of May 1968, Lot 756. 

551 1866-S EF-40. Another nice example of this scarce San Fran¬ 

cisco issue. Much if not most mint lustre still remains. 

Date slightly low. Crack from border through space between stars 2 and 3 

to chin, a rather unusual position for a crack on this denomination. Minor 

evidences of clashing behind Miss Liberty’s head. Reverse with S high and 

into arrow leather. Old style hub, as on other San Francisco quartet eagles 

of the decade. 

From Quality Sales Corporation's sale of January / 0 7 5. Pot 145. 
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552 1866-S VF-35. A final example of the issue. The present coin is 

about average, or slightly finer, relative to grades normally 

seen on the market. 

Date slightly low. Reverse with S mintmark high and into arrow feather. 

Purchased from Don Apte, September 21, 1972, to the Goliad Cor¬ 

poration, to Harry Bass. 

Rare 1867 Business Strike $2.50 

553 1867 MS-63 (PCGS). Proollike. A splendid coin, virtually as 

struck, save for some minor handling marks that may have 

been acquired within the Mint or in storage thereafter. 

In business strike form only 3,200 quarter eagles were made. 

Exactly what happened to them is difficult to learn at this date, 

although it is known that the Treasury Department did not pay 

them out at par (but did sell gold coins at a significant profit in 

terms of paper money; an accounting of the procedure, and a 

register of total profits, is given in the book, The Treasure Ship 

S.S. Brother Jonathan). Alternative to being paid out at a pre¬ 

mium, the coins could have been retained by the Treasury De¬ 

partment until 1879, at which time they again circulated at par. 

In any event, nearly all saw hand-to-hand use, prompting 

Walter Breen to note, “Usually EF; prohibitively rare AU or 

above.” 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Date logotype high on coin, and deeply impressed, situated to the left, 

with the first digit clear of the neck of Miss Liberty, but the upper right of 

the 7 nearly touching. Some light clash marks are seen behind Miss Liberty’s 

head, and diagonal die striae, can be seen under magnification. On the re¬ 

verse die striae, mostly vertically oriented, can likewise be seen. The die 

seems to have been given a high degree of polish at the Mint. 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1973, Lot 991. 

Prooflike 1867 Quarter Eagle 

Rare Business Strike 

554 1867 AU-55 PL. A splendid specimen of this notable rarity. 

“Prohibitively rare” in this grade Walter Breen notes, and we 

would not dare disagree. Often a very long span will elapse 

between the presentation of similar pieces in the auction fo¬ 

rum. A true find for the advanced specialist and connoisseur. 

Date logotype too far right, with corner of 7 touching neck truncation. 

Many die finish lines in various directions, indicating an early impression 

from the dies (which is almost by definition, as not many pieces were struck 

totally). Reverse from highly polished dies, also with die finish lines. 

From Stack’s Metropolitan Sale, May 1968, Lot 757. 

Astounding 1867-S Quarter Eagle 

555 1867-S MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty. An outstandin 

dazzling, breathtaking specimen of a variety which is usual 

encountered only in worn grades, and for which even an Al 

or an MS-60 would be a notable rarity! The pedigree, a 

noted below, traces the coin to the cabinet of Ambassado 

and Mrs. R. Henry Norweb, connoisseurs par excellence. Ou 

offering in three parts of the Norweb Collection still echoe 

in the halls of the numismatic hobby. Off the market for ove 

a decade, this piece now appears to delight a new' circle o 

friends and specialists. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Obverse with date logotype high, but with both digits clear of the net 

truncation and each about the same distance from it. Some light clash marl 

can be seen before and after the visage of Miss Liberty. 

The reverse is of the Type I die, as expected, these being produced yea: 

earlier. There is some lightness of strike at the eagle’s leg to the left. Th 

mintmark is of medium size and is placed upright, compactly situated so; 

not to overlap any other design elements. Some minor traces of clashing ca 

be seen, particularly above the eagle’s wing to the upper right of the shieli 

From our sale of the Norweb Collection, March 1988, Lot 2062. 

Lustrous 1867-S Quarter Eagle 

Seldom Seen So Fine 

556 1867-S AU-55. Highly lustrous. A very beautiful example of 

quarter eagle that when seen is apt to be in grades such as V 

or EF, very seldom AU. For the specialist and connoisseur th 

represents yet another find in the Bass Collection. Breen note 

significantly: “Extremely rare above EF.” 

Date very high with first and last digits very close to but not quite touchir 

neck truncation. Logotype deep into die. Reverse with S mintmark bare 

touching arrow feather. Some evidences of clash marks around the eagle. 

Purchased from N.K.S., December 21, 1971. 

557 1867-S AU-50. Some surface marks consistent with the gradi 

Light yellow gold. Some mint lustre remains. 

Date very high with first and last digits very close to but not quite touchir 

neck truncation. Logotype deep into die. Reverse with S mintmark bare 

touching arrow feather. 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 199. 

558 1867-S EF-40. Another example of an issue which is not ofte 

seen in high grades. As is mentioned here and there througl 

out the present catalogue, the word O-P-P-O-R-T-U-N-I-T- 

comes to the fore in the Bass Collection sale, perhaps moi 

than in any other gold coin auction ever held. 

Date very high with first and last digits very close to but not quite touchir 

neck truncation. Logotype deep into die. Reveise with S mintmark bare 

touching arrow feather. 

Purchased from D.W. Jensen, June 22, 1967. 
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Marvelous Mint State 1868 $2.50 

Prootlike MS-64 

Business Strike Landmark 

563 1869 AU-55 PL. Bright yellow gold. Highly mirrorlike surfaces 

on obverse and reverse, closely resembling a Proof stiike. A 

rarity by any accounting, as only 4,320 business siiikes were 

produced. 
Date very high, about three times closer to the neck truncation than to the 

dentils, this being true of all business strikes—which, seemingly, weie made 

from a single die pair. (In contrast, Proofs have the date logotype positioned 

low on the die.) 
Reverse with some interesting die finish lines among the letters from I) 

(UNITED) clockwise through STATE and again past the F. 

Purchased, from Stanley Kesselman, April 28, 1967. 

1868 MS-64 (PCGS). Prooflike on obverse and reverse. A mar¬ 

velous specimen with rich warm gold surfaces. Well struck, 

beautiful, and exceedingly rare. Only a handful of examples 

exist in the entire numismatic world, these having survived by 

chance from a low business strike production of just 3,200 

pieces. Needless to say, an important opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Relating to these pieces, Walter Breen notes that business strikes were 

delivered on January 20, 1868, early in the year. Apparently there was no 

subsequent call for such pieces. All authentic business strikes have raised 

mst marks on the neck (as Breen observes). Production was from a single 

pair of dies. The date logotype is deeply punched in the die, positioned left, 

and very close to but not touching the truncation. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, presumably 1977; ex our 

sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1589. 

i 1868 AU-50 PL. Bright and beautiful. Another specimen of 

this elusive issue. How curious it is that this coin has a market 

value (per conventional wisdom) of only slightly more than 

$500. In truth, the coin can be correctly described as a great 

rarity at the present level. 

Die pair as preceding, including definitive rust marks on neck. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of September 1967, Lot 345. 

564 1869 AU-50 PL. Another lovely specimen of this rare business 

strike issue. The market value is below $1,000, certainly an ex¬ 

cellent value for the price paid—if indeed it actually sells in the 

range of its current listings. The true rarity and potential of 

many issues in this era are not recognized. 

Die pair as preceding, including the interesting finish lines on the reverse. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of June 1972, Lot 388. 

Breathtaking 1869-S Quarter Eagle 

Choice Mint State 

Marvelous 1868-S Quarter Eagle 

1 1868-S MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty. Typical reverse 

strike for the Type II hub. One of the very finest known speci¬ 

mens of a variety that is normally seen at the VF level (but for 

which a few Mint State pieces exist and come on the market 

now and then). Another find for the specialist. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (MS-64). 

Date logotype deeply impressed and well centered. 

The reverse has some evidence of light clashing, particularly in the field 

above the right comer of the shield. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1591. 

2 1868-S EF-45. Bright yellow gold. Much lustre is seen in pro¬ 

tected areas. Lightly cleaned long ago, otherwise we would 

have graded it as AU-55. 
Date logotype very deeply impressed into the die, well centered (as viewed 

by the position of the first digit). On the reverse the S mintmark barely 

touches the arrow feather. 

Purchased from John Smiesjune 10, 1967. 

(2X photo) 

565 1869-S MS-64 (PCGS). Deeply lustrous and frosty. Rich vellow- 

orange-gold surfaces. Somewhat typical strike foi a San ftan- 

cisco Mint issue of the era, with lightness at the center-this 

being true of all authentic pieces (cf. Breen). 

When seen, the 1869-S is usually well worn, with VF being 

the norm, EF being unusual and, per Breen, “extremely rare in 

AU.” Regarding Mint State pieces, the only ones specifically 

cited by Breen is the piece purchased by Harry Bass and now 

offered for sale! By any evaluation, the present coin is an 

American numismatic landmark, a coin for numismatic pos¬ 

terity, a piece that will be forever remembered in the annals of 

the denomination. In advance we congratulate the next owner. 

PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Date very high and almost touching neck truncation. Logotype deeply 

impressed into the die. Reverse with S barely touching arrow feather. Tiny 

crack from border to E (AMERICA). Some machine doubling is seen at STA 

(STATES), and resembles a doubled die. 

From Paramount’s sale of August 1980, Lot 896. 

566 1869-S AU-55. Brilliant and highly lustrous. Another splendid 

specimen of an issue which is seldom seen in high grades. 

Date very high and almost touching neck truncation. Logotype deeply 

impressed into the die. Reverse with S barely touching arrow feather. Tiny 

crack from border to E (AMERICA). No evidence of machine doubling. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 852. 

567 1869-S AU-50. Frosty and lustrous. A very attractive example 

in every respect. 

Date very high and almost touching neck truncation l.ogotvpe deeph 

impressed into the die. Earlier state of the reverse die than preceding, with 

some die finish lines visible at the border. No crack. 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1978, Lot 205. 
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Fantastic Gem 1870 $2.50 

MS-65 

(2X photo) 

568 1870 MS-65 (PCGS). A fantastic gem, brilliant and bright with 

prooflike surfaces, a coin which cannot be much different 

from the day in which it was struck. 

While the present piece will stand high and proud because of 

its grade and appearance, it is also a notable rarity. Only 4,520 

business strikes were produced. Again quoting Breen, “Most 

survivors are EF, higher grade coins are extremely rare.” An¬ 

other memorable opportunity. Whatever the price paid the 

coin will be owned by the purchaser, while all others compet¬ 

ing may have to w'ait a long time before getting one—possibly 

never reaching this goal. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Datejverv high and close to the neck truncation, but not quite touching. 

The first and last digits are about equidistant from the dentils, conflicting 

with Walter Breen’s comment, “Business strikes, delivered January 17, have 

dates slanting down to the right.” Actually, the date position tends to fool 

the eye, and if the neck truncation of Miss Liberty is used as the only focal 

point, the date does seem to slant down to the right—even if it does not. The 

portrait of Miss Liberty bears some interesting raised finish lines at the 

neck, before and after the curls, some of which are in an arc, sufficient 

enough that these can be called circular lathe marks—ns discussed in modern 

times in certain places (the present writer’s A Buyer's and Enthusiast’s Guide 

to Flying Eagle and Indian Cents). Across many different denominations, 

coins with circular lathe marks are very unusual in the federal series. Thus, 

while the presence of these will not add to the price, at least not measurably, 

we want the purchaser to know that here, indeed, is a numismatic curiosity 

and rarity. 

On the reverse there are some minor clash marks and also raised die fin¬ 

ish lines, indicating that light clashing must have occurred early in the life of 

the die. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of September 1967, Lot 349. 

Marvelous 1870-S Quarter Eagle 

Breen: “Prohibitively Rare” 

Mint State 

569 1870-S MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous and beautiful. Well struck. A 

landmark among quarter eagles of this date and mint, a gor¬ 

geous piece that will be long remembered. 

Date logotype twice as close to the neck truncation as to the dentils. 

Deeply punched into die. Reverse with S mintmark high and surrounded by 

much of the motif above. Arrows and other features especially prominent, 

from the old hub as usual, but in this instance very deeply impressed into 

the working die. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 205. 

570 1871 AU-55. Somewhat prooflike. Light yellow gold. A ve 

scarce coin, one of only 5,300 business strikes produced in; 

era which saw limited production at the Philadelphia Mint. 

Date logotype about centered. Right serif of final 1 is unusually long a, 

bold. Deeply impressed into die. Minute traces of crack at tip of the eagl< 

wing at upper right of die. 

Purchased from John Smies, June 10, 1967. 

571 1871 AU-55. Some reddish toning around the rims. Partial 

prooflike. Another rare business strike example. 

Obverse date and logotype as preceding. Traces of crack at tip of t] 

eagle’s wing at upper right of die. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of November 1968, Lot 1448. 

Highly Important 1871-S $2.50 

(2X photo) 

572 1871-S MS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and frosty with satiny lustre c 

both sides. About an average strike for a Type II hub. A da 

zling coin from a visual viewpoint, as the 1861-S is usually set 

only in lower grades. This particular specimen is cited : 

Breen’s Encyclopedia under his entry number 6281. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (MS-66). 

Date logotype large and deeplv impressed, somewhat far left and th 

close to the neck of Liberty, more so than to the dentils. 

On the reverse the mintmark is high and overlaps part of the feather. P< 

feet obverse and reverse dies (no cracks). 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 160 

573 1871-S AU-58. Light yellow gold. Highly lustrous surfaces, 

splendid specimen that ranks among the finest we have see 

To be sure, there is a nick on the neck truncation, othenvi: 

we would be tempted to call it MS-61 or MS-62 (as, indeed, 

certification service might do). A splendid coin by any evalu 

tion. 

Date left and closely spaced both top and bottom, but equally in each i 

stance. Reverse with S mintmark high and partly into the motif. Some n 

chine doubling at UNITED. 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, August 18, 1972, via the Golii 

Corporation. 

574 1871-S AU-55. Much lustre remains. About average strike. 

Date left and closely spaced both top and bottom, but equally in each i 

stance. Reverse with S mintmark high and partly into the motif. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, April 17, 1967. 

575 1871-S AU-50. Highly prooflike on obverse and reverse. A pa 

ticularly nice example. 

Date left and closely spaced both top and bottom, but equally in each i 

stance. Walter Breen notes that this reverse was also used to strike 1856 

quarter eagles. 

From Abe Kosoff s C.S.N.A. sale, October 1968, Lot 1449. 
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Wonderful Business Strike 1872 $2.50 

Choice Mint State 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

I, 1872 MS-64 (PCGS). Prooflike surfaces. A wonderful speci¬ 

men which is just about as nice as it must have been back in 

1872, some 127 years ago! In this grade, the 1872 is signifi¬ 

cantly rarer than an equivalent Proof—and Proofs are rare. 

Another notable coin, an opportunity for the connoisseur. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

In the date logotype 2 slightly low and to the left. Very deeply impressed 

into the die—one of the deepest impressions we have seen on any die of this 

denomination. Under examination some light die finish lines can be seen 

connecting stars 4-5 and, separately, 5-6, and elsewhere, evidence that this 

was an early striking. 
Reverse with die finish lines, indicating its early use. Business strikes, de¬ 

livered on January 22, 1872, were made to the extent of only 3,000 pieces. 

At the time there was little practical call for such coins. The Treasury was 

not paying pieces out at par; in order to obtain them one had to pay a sharp 

premium in terms of paper money. When this was done, usually reserves of 

the higher denominations were tapped, for use in the export trade. Quartet- 

eagles were virtually ignored. It might have been the case no tecords sur¬ 

vive—that such pieces were made, (along with gold dollars) in modest quan¬ 

tities, to have souvenirs available for those who cared to purchase them at a 

premium to use as gifts. 

From Stack ’s Metropolitan Sale, May 1968, Lot 767. 

7 1872-S AU-55. Light yellow gold. Much mint lustre still re¬ 

mains. 
Date logotype high. Reverse with upper right of mintmark embedded in 

arrow feather. 

From Glendining’s sale of October 1970, Lot 895, through Rowe & 

Brownlee. 

8 1872-S AU-53. Light yellow gold. Nearly all mint lustre is still 

present. 
The final digit 2 is low on the logotype this year (this being true on all dies, 

as only one logotype was used for the various dies and mints for this de¬ 

nomination). Obverse with date deeply impressed into die, slightly high. 

Reverse with small S mintmark overlapping end of arrow. Some die finish 

lines indicate that this was an early striking. 

Purchased from N.K.S.June 6, 1971. 

Memorable 1873 Quarter Eagle 

Closed 3, Choice Mint State 

579 1873 Closed 3. MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty, a coin 

with a great deal of “life.” The reverse is partially prooflike and 

similarly attractive. A memorable example of an issue which is 

by no means a great rarity, but certainly is not easy to find in 

this combination of high technical grade and aesthetic appeal. 

Date slightly low. The date logotype for the 1873 Closed 3 is quite curious, 

as it is shallow across the center and deep at the top and bottom, this being 

true of all quarter eagle dies at the two mints (Philadelphia and San I ran- 

cisco). This is caused by “rocking” the numerals to the matrix that produced 

the four-digit logotype punch. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of April 1972, Lot 625. 

580 1873 Closed 3. MS-63. Highly lustrous and, on the obverse, 

somewhat prooflike. A nice example of one of the early sink¬ 

ings from this year. 

Date slightly low. Reverse with light crack through tops of OF to wing on 

right. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s sale of September 1973, Lot 

1067. 

581 1873 Closed 3. MS-62. Brilliant and lustrous. 

Date slightly low. Reverse with light crack through top of OF to wing at 

right, additional tiny crack from same wing tip to border. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 1, 1967. 

Lovely 1873 Open 3 $2.50 

582 1873 Open 3. MS-64. Much prooflike surface on the obverse. 

A very attractive coin from all aspects. 

Date slightly high. Deeply impressed into die. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

583 1873-S Closed 3. AU-50. A splendid specimen of the date, vari¬ 

ety, and grade. 
Date very low and about three times closer to the dentils than to the neck 

truncation above. Reverse with S high and into the motif. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 24, 1968. 

584 1873-S Closed 3. AU-50. Light yellow gold. Obverse somewhat 

prooflike. 
Date low. On the reverse the upper right of the S mintmark is embedded 

in the arrow feather. 

Purchased by Harry Bass from the Goliad Corporation. Earlier 

from our sale of the Fairfield Collection, 1977, Lot 1609. 

585 1873-S Closed 3. EF-45. A very attractive example of the variet\ 

and grade. 
Date very low, about three times closer to the dentil than to the truncation 

above. Reverse with mintmark very high and into the motif. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

1874. 
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Impressive Mint State 1874 $2.50 

Extreme Rarity 

(2X photo ) 

586 1874 MS-64 (PCGS). Nearly fully prooflike. A very impressive 

coin, a glittering cameo that closely resembles a Proof, but was 

made for circulation. Very few equivalent pieces exist in all of 

numismatics. The present piece is one of the great prizes in 

this section of the present sale. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Date logotype slightly low and deeply punched into die. Some evidence of 

rust pits at earlobe, as is true of all authentic business strikes (cf. Breen Ency¬ 

clopedia No. 6287). 

The survival of a business strike in this grade is a matter of remote chance, 

as such pieces were not deliberately saved by numismatists. Those few col¬ 

lectors who were assembling quarter eagles by date sequence were apt to 

order Proofs. It does not strain credulity to suggest that this piece may have 

been struck as a Proof, although the dies do not conform. On the reverse 

there is a small lint mark, characteristic of certain Proofs of the era, but only 

infrequently seen on business strikes. Further, in the absence of knowledge 

concerning technical die information, probably more than just a few experts 

would call this a Proof 1874 quarter eagle. 

From Stack’s sale of the Stewart Collection, May 1972, Lot 1671. 

Famous 1875 $2.50 Rarity 

A Key to the Series 

587 1875 MS-62 (PCGS). A beautiful specimen with warm rich 

gold, a lovely cameo. Were it not for the knowledge of techni¬ 

cal die information, this would be called a Proof by many. 

As it is, business strikes at this level may be even rarer than 

Proofs-and Proofs themselves are famous rarities. Here is a 

numismatic landmark, one that will create a great deal of at¬ 
tention. 

The mintage ot the 1875 quarter eagle amounted to just 420 

coins totally—the same mintage as for gold dollars this year- 

divided into 400 business strikes and 20 Proofs. Business 

strikes were not saved deliberately by numismatists, while 

Proofs were. In his study of the quarter eagle series in 1975, 

David Akers was able to find 24 appearances of business 

strikes over a long period of years-no doubt this included du¬ 

plicate appearances of the same specimens./us/ tiuo of these iue 

described as Uncirculated. One of those coins is the identic 

piece offered here. As the die differences between Proofs ar 

business strikes are quite dramatic, the connoisseur may wt 

wish to have two varieties for the 1875 year. It seems quite o 

vious that while Proofs are wonderful rarities and are seldo 

seen, Mint State business strikes are rarer yet! 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

On business strikes, such as this, the date is high and far to the left. At tl 

upper right, the 5 is distant from the neck truncation. In contrast—and tl 

Akers book gives a nice illustration—on Proofs the date is farther to tl 

right, and the upper right of the 5 nearly touches the truncation. Both o 

verse and reverse have some minute die finish lines, as by definition this ar 

other business strikes are among the first few hundred pieces made. 

As noted under our description of the prooflike 1874 quarter eagle, tl 

piece so closely resembles a Proof that if one did not have knowledge of tl 

date position, it could be easily be called such. Could it have actually be< 

struck as a Proof? Suffice it to say that the possibility is not as remote as 

might seem. John Dannreuther has been studying the gold dollar series ve 

carefully, and is making changes and additions to certain conventional w 

dom regarding Proofs vs. prooflike business strikes. It could be that if tl 

same expert, or someone with his equivalent knowledge (admittedly a ra 
talent), were to study quarter eagles, new conclusions could be drawn. 

588 1875-S AU-58. A lustrous, attractive example of this scarce an 

quite popular San Francisco issue. When seen, pieces are a| 

to be VF. At the AU level the coin is a definite rarity. 

Date logotype shallowly impressed into the die, and high and to the le 

Reverse with upper right of S mintmark embedded in arrow feather. 

The 1875-S is scarce in its own right, but as Philadelphia Mint quart 

eagles of this date are virtually uncollectible, there is even a further demar 

for 1875-S pieces by those who collect simply by date. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 99. 

Outstanding 1876 Quarter Eagle 

Choice Business Strike 

589 1876 MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and satiny, somewhat prooflii 

surfaces. Some staining at the back of Miss Liberty’s hair an 

nearby star. Overall an outstanding specimen of a great rari 

in business strike form. Even an MS-60 would be elusive. Ai 

other find for the specialist. 

PC.GS Population: 1; none finer. 

Date logotype extremely deeply impressed into the die, so much that tl 

surrounding field has been slightly distorted (very interesting to view und 

magnification). Date fairly well centered. Miss Liberty has a raised area' 

“bar" on her jaw, diagnostic for authentic business strikes. Interestingly, tl 

same bar appears on San Francisco issues of the same year, indicating that 

was on the master die, not the working die. 

From our sale of the Garrett Collection, Part II, March 1980, L 

770. 
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Attractive AU 1876 $2.50 

1876 AU-55. An attractive specimen in light yellow gold. 

Somewhat prooflike. 

Date very deeply impressed into the die, slightly high and fairly well cen¬ 

tered left to right. Same die as preceding, with “bar,” on portrait. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 1, 1972. 

Landmark 1876-S Quarter Eagle 

Choice Mint State 

1876-S MS-63 (PCGS). A landmark specimen, one of the finest 

known. Deep, rich lustre. Some darker areas at right and also !on reverse. Very sharply struck. An outstanding coin that will 

attract and enchant the specialist. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

Date logotype very high and to the left. Shallowly impressed into the die. IBar on portrait, as with all business strike dies this year, regardless of mint. 

Reverse with mintmark high and into motif. 

Purchased from Kevin Lipton, December 1978, this being very early 

in the career of a dealer who was later to become quite well known 

(and retains this status today). 

1876-S AU-50. Light yellow gold. Much mint lustre is still evi¬ 

dent. 
Date logotype high. Impressed into the die at medium depth. Bar on the 

neck, as is true of all authentic quarter eagles of this year, regardless of mint. 

On the reverse the S mintmark is high and into the motif. Ibis icpiesents 

the last use in the San Francisco series of the old-style or “Type I” reverse. 

Hence forth, Type II reverses were used at the San Francisco Mint, but not 

for long, as quarter eagle mintage did not extend latei than 1879. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. Sale, November 1968, Lot 789. 

594 1877 AU-55 (PCGS). A Proof striking that has seen sufficient 

handling to exhibit friction in the fields, although mirror sur¬ 

faces still remain in some protected areas. One of just 20 

Proofs struck, of which perhaps 10 to 12 can be traced today. 

In addition, the 1877 is a famous rarity in business strike form, 

with a paltry mintage of only 1,632 examples. 

From Superior's sale of February 1973, Lot 235. 

595 1877-S MS-62. Light yellow gold. Satiny surfaces. A beautiful 

specimen. 

Date high (as measured by the 1), but quite well centered under trunca¬ 

tion. Logotype somewhat shallowly impressed into working die. On the re¬ 

verse the small S mintmark is clear in the field and does not touch any part 

of the motif. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman,July 28, 1972. 

Wonderful 1878 Quarter Eagle 

Superb Lustrous Gem 

596 1878 MS-66. A wonderful specimen with lustrous, satiny sur¬ 

faces on obverse and reverse—virtually a definition of a memo¬ 

rable Mint State coin! Competition should be strong for this 

piece, justifiably so. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-67). 

Date logotype very deeply impressed into die. Nicely centered. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, July 28, 1972. 

597 1878 MS-62. Light yellow gold. Highly lustrous. 

Date centered. Deeply impressed into working die. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. Sale, November 1968, Lot 789. 

Important Mint State 1877 $2.50 

A Rarity in This Format 

1 1877 MS-63 (PCGS). Nearly fully prooflike surfaces of such a 

quality that many would mistake it for a Proof. Rich golden 

surfaces. A lovely cameo coin. 
The 1877 represents yet another rarity in the quarter eagle 

series. Only 1,632 business strikes were produced in an era in 

which little numismatic attention was paid to them. The 

present coin will be a treasure to its next owner. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-64). 

Date well centered (with regard to the first digit), but far right, with the 7 

being quite close to the neck tip. A tiny die line is seen from the border 

through star 3 and another near star 5, interesting “markers" to note from a 

technical viewpoint, but not visible except under magnification. 

Purchased from Kevin Lipton, March 13, 19/8. 
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Beautiful 1878-S $2.50 603 1879-S AU-50. Light yellow gold. San Francisco swan son 

specimen. 

Date low and deeply punched into die, the logotype being deeper at tb 

bottom of the figures than at the top, indicating that the punch was not he) 

vertically when the working die was finessed. Reverse with small widei 

mintmark, distinctly different from that on the preceding lot; close to ( 

barely grazing feather tip. 

From Abe Kosoff s C.S.N.A. Sale, November 1968, Lot 789. 

598 1878-S MS-63. Highly lustrous. Beautiful golden orange sur¬ 

faces. A lovely example of this late San Francisco issue. 

l’CGS Population: 10; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Date logotype deep into die. Well centered. Reverse with small mintmark 

clear of motif. Under very high magnification (we almost missed) a hairline 

crack is seen from the tip of the center arrow to the nearby 1. 

From Stack's sale of the Bartle Collection, October 1984, Lot 983. 

Sparkling 1879 Quarter Eagle 

599 1879 MS-64 PL. Bright yellow gold. Copper toning area at 

lower reverse. A very lovely example of this issue. 

Date logotype fairly deep into die. Positioned high and to the left. 

From Abe Kosoffs ANA sale, August 1968, Lot 843/3. 

600 1879 MS-63 (PCGS). A blazing prooflike gem business strike 

specimen of seldom equaled beautv—all one could ask for, and 

possibly even more! 

From Stack’s Metropolitan Sale, May 1968, Lot 780. 

Cameo Gem 1880 Quarter Eagle 

(2X photo) 

604 1880 MS-65 PL. A little cameo of rare beauty and, for th; 

matter, rare everything else as well—as this is a very' low-min 

age issue. A prize coin for the connoisseur and specialist. On 

2,960 business strikes were made. 

Date logotype deeply impressed, seemingly more so to the left than to tl 

right side. Well centered. A virtual paradigm of excellent die preparation 

Purchased by Harry Bass from the Goliad Corporation. Earli 

from our sale of the Faiifield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1629. 

Amazing 1879-S Quarter Eagle 

601 1879-S MS-63 (PCGS). Prooflike. A memorable striking of the 

last San Francisco quarter eagle in the Liberty Head series, the 

end of a long string of illustrious coins. Although the 1879-S is 

not a great rarity in circulated grades, and although Mint State 

pieces come on the market from time to time, very few can 

hold a candle to the coin offered here. The specialist and con¬ 

noisseur will wish to bid very liberally. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-64). 

From Stack’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1983, Lot 

2122. 

602 1879-S AU-53. Light yellow gold. Last San Francisco Mint quar¬ 

ter eagle. 

Date low and deeply punched into die, the logotype being deeper at the 

bottom of the figures than at the top, indicating that the punch was not held 

vertically when the working die was finessed. Reverse with small mintmark 

clear of motif. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 107. 

Important Proof 1881 $2.50 

Key Date in the Series 

605 1881 Proof-64 (PCGS), possibly a candidate for Proof-65—ce 

tainly as nice as some we have seen attributed to that latt 

number. A splendid specimen with bright golden color, cam* 

surfaces against deep mirror fields, and all the other requisit 

that one expects in a particularly high-quality Proof of this er 

The mintage of the Proof 1881 quarter eagle was 51 piect 

which on its own makes it rare enough; perhaps two dozen' 

so can be accounted for today. However, only 640 related bu 

ness strikes were produced, with these being rarities as we 

Thus, when both business strikes and Proofs are combined, 

is seen that perhaps no more than 50 or 60 coins exist in all 

numismatics. Another rare and beautiful prize. 

PCGS Population: 9; 5 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Date logotype deeply punched into die, and about centered. Some li£ 

die polish areas at BER and near and below ear, as Breen notes are mark< 

to authentic Proofs. 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 19, 1972. 
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Dazzling 1882 Quarter Eagle 

1882 MS-63 (PCGS). Prooflike. A dazzling specimen of this 

popular low-mintage date. One of just 4,000 business strikes 

produced. 

The logotype of this issue features the last digit, 2, too low and leaning to 

the right. 

An interesting pursuit would be the building of a date sequence of Liberty 

quarter eagles from 1880 through the last year of issue, 1907, a continuous 

span punctuated by many low-mintage dates, featuring varieties produced 

only at Philadelphia—with no branch mint pieces. The present sale offers 

many interesting opportunities in this regard. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of September 1967, Lot 363. 

1883 AU-58. Warm orange-gold surfaces. A very nice example 

of this elusive date. Just 1,920 business strikes were produced. 

Date logotype fairly high with 1 closer to the truncation than to the den¬ 

tils. Not from the low date Proof obverse, as mentioned by Breen, and also 

as illustrated in David Aker’s text. Apparently the Breen text is not com¬ 

plete, for the following lot also is from this die. 

Purchased from N.K.S., February 21, 1971. 

1 1883 AU-50. Bright yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike. Another 

example of this low-mintage date, an opportunity (see note). 

Date logotype as preceding, high on the die, and not from the same die 

from which Proofs were struck. 

Attention is drawn to many dates and varieties in the present sale that are 

from greatly restricted original mintages, in the present instance the busi¬ 

ness strike production being a mere 1,920 pieces. While in recent decades 

certain overseas hoards of gold coins have come on the market, nearly al¬ 

ways these have involved double eagles and high denominations, never to 

our knowledge a significant group of gold dollars, quarter eagles, or $3 

pieces. Thus, it is reasonable to say that an 1883 $2.50 such as offered here 

is as rare in numismatic circles today in 1999 as it was 10 years ago, or 20 

years ago, or 50 years ago. Probably no more than a few hundred pieces ex¬ 

ist, a small number indeed when compared to hundreds or thousands or 

even millions of people interested in the rare coin field. The market value 

for the present piece, generally given as a bit less than $1,000, would seem 

to us to represent an excellent basic value. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. Sale, November 1968, Lot 795. 

Glittering Gem Proof 1884 $2.50 

(2X photo) 

9 1884 Proof-65 (PCGS). A glittering gem specimen from an 

original coinage of just 73 Proofs (and an enticingly low re¬ 

lated business strike mintage of 1,750 pieces). Probably no 

more than 50 or so Proofs exist today, of which this is certainly 

one of the finer examples. 
From 1!firmer, Rooke’s sale of October 1970, Lot 3104. 

Gorgeous Business Strike 1884 $2.50 

Low-mintage Rarity 

610 1884 MS-64 (PCGS). Prooflike. A dazzling and very impressive 

business strike example of this low-mintage date. Only 1,950 

pieces were struck for circulation. 

PCGS Population: 6; 2 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Date position about the same as on the Proofs of this year, but from a dif¬ 

ferent die. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

Gem Mint State 1885 $2.50 

Mintage: Just 800 

(2X photo) 

611 1885 MS-65 (PCGS). A prooflike cameo gem of amazing qual¬ 

ity and elegant beauty. Add to this the incredibly low mintage 

of only 800 business strikes, and a first class numismatic object 

of desire confronts prospective bidders. A very appealing coin, 

one that should attract a lot of attention. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Date high and close to but not touching neck truncation; also somewhat 

close, but less so, to the dentils-the logotype being large, deeply punched, 

and fit into a relatively small space provided for it. Whether this same die 

was used to strike Proofs is not known; there are slight differences between 

this and the Proof die pair described by Breen. Breen mentions that busi¬ 

ness strikes have a “raised center dot within the circle and ear,” but the 

present piece does not; on the other hand, it does have a raised sti ipe 01 bar 

occupying most of the right side of that center dot. 

On the reverse there arc no die finish lines near the stripes in the shield 

(such finish lines said by Breen to be characteristic of Proofs). Such techni¬ 

calities are perhaps moot with regard to the market value of the coin, but 

are interesting to observe. 

Purchased by Hany Bass from Rowe & Brownlee on November 19, 

1970. Earlier from Glendining’s sale of October 1970, Lot 900. 
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Gem 1888 Quarter Eagle Lustrous Gem 1886 Quarter Eagle 

612 1886 MS-65 (PCGS). Frosty, lustrous, and beautiful. Another 

splendid business strike from this low-mintage era. In the 

present instance just 4,000 circulation pieces were made. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-67). 

On this die the numerals in the logotype were entered more deeply at 

their bases than at their tops, giving the bases an unusual aspect. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bartel Collection, October 1984, Lot 1106. 

Another Splendid Gem 1886 $2.50 

615 1888 MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty, virtually as nicea, 
the day it was struck. The mintage for this year was a fairly geri 

erous (for the time) 16,006 pieces, the odd six pieces being re¬ 

served for the Assay Commission. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Date logotype slightly smaller than on the 1887 and thus better posj 

tioned. On the present die the numerals were deeply punched in. 

The reverse shows signs of die clashing. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 30, 1967 

616 1888 MS-62 PL. Bright yellow gold. Mirror surfaces on mosto! 
the obverse and reverse, except for the area within the shielc 
stripes. A definite business strike, not a Proof, but certainly; 

kissing cousin to a Proof. The date 1888 is fairly scarce. 

Date very deeply punched into die and centered. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. Sale, October 1968, Lot 800. 

613 1886 MS-65 (PCGS). Another lovely business strike from the 

same dies as preceding. Lustrous and frosty. Small toning spot 

in right obverse field. An object of rare beauty and desirability. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of September 1967, Lot 367. 

Beautiful Business Strike 1887 $2.50 

614 1887 MS-63 (PCGS). Satiny lustre. Light gold surfaces. An¬ 

other lovely coin in this date lineup of generally low-mintage 

pieces. In the present instance just 6,160 business strikes were 
made. 

PCGS Population: 8; 4 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Date logotype large and boldly impressed, perhaps better suited for a 

larger denomination. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 
1773. 

Lustrous 1889 Quarter Eagle 

617 1889 MS-64. Frosty and lustrous. A very’ attractive coin. 

Fairly scarce at this grade level as the relatively low mintage of 17,60* 

pieces suggests. 

Date logotype more than twice as close to dentil as to neck truncation. 

From New Netherlands Coin Company’s sale of June 1967, Lo 

546. 

Gem 1890 Quarter Eagle 

Low-Mintage Issue 

618 1890 MS-65. Brilliant and lustrous with some satiny and some 
what prooflike characteristics. A very nice business strike e> 

ample from an original low mintage of 8,720 pieces. 

PCGS Population: 4 : none finer. 

Date deeply punched and centered. 

At the upper right of the field area within the shield there is a raised! 

scratch which looks like an after-the-fact scratch except that it is characterise 

of all specimens seen (including the following lot). Interesting! 

From Lester Merkin's sale of June 1978, Lot 438. 
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Another Notable 1890 $2.50 

1890 MS-63 PL. Bright yellow gold. Another attractive ex- 

> ample of this variety. 

Die pair as preceding. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, April 17, 1967. 

Lustrous 1891 Quarter Eagle 

1891 Breen-6310. Doubled Die Reverse. MS-64. Brilliant and 

highly lustrous. An outstanding example of this somewhat 

E scarce date. Seldom seen so fine. 

Date logotype about centered. Deeply impressed into the working die. 

Reverse die sharply doubled at right. Listed as Breen-6310. 

Purchased from Bob Hughes, March 13, 1978. 

623 1894 MS-63. A lustrous, sparkling coin, all one could hope for 

at this grade level. Some marks are evident, to be suie, but 

that’s what grading numbers are all about. Only 4,000 business 

strikes were minted, a very low production which, as events 

would prove, would be smaller than any succeeding issues in 

the quarter eagle denomination from this point onward. 

Date logotype widely spaced this year. Deeply punched into die. About 

centered at the left, but a tight fit. 

Purchased from John N. Rowe, III, October 21, 1966. 

Lustrous Gem 1895 $2.50 

624 1895 MS-65. Lustrous, frosty surfaces. Virtual perfection. 

Mintage: just 6,000 pieces. 

PCGS Population: 8; 5 finer (MS-66 finest). 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 275. 

Blazing Gem 1892 $2.50 

1892 MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty, as the French say, 

fleur de coin. This year only 2,400 were struck. All business 

strikes are somewhat scarce, and in the present giade the teim 

rare is appropriate. 

PCGS Population: 3; 5 finer (MS-66 finest). 

From Lester Merkin ’s sale of March 1969, Lot 120. 

1893 MS-64. Lustrous and frosty. A few rim marks at upper 

right of the reverse keep this from the MS-65 category. 

Date deeply punched and very high, not quite touching the neck trunca- 

tl°From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 883. 

625 1896 MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty. Warm medium gold 

surfaces. A lovely example of the quarter eagle of this yeat. 

From Abe Kosoff s C.S.N.A. Sale, October 1968, Lot 808. 

Beautiful 1897 Quarter Eagle 

626 1897 MS-65 (PCGS). Satiny, lustrous surfaces of rare beauty. A 

remarkably fine example of the issue. 
Purchased from N.K.S.. October 21, 1971. Formerly from Stack’s 

sale of December 1966, Lot 1563. 

627 1898 MS-64. Bright, lustrous, and frosty. A delightful quarter 

eagle! 
Date logotype widely spaced this year. Well centered on die. Under mag¬ 

nification some curious artifacts of striking, seemingly a form of machine 

doubling, are seen at the date numerals. 

From Lester Merkin's sale of September 1967, Lot 381. 
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Gem Proof 1900 $2.50 Gem Proof 1903 Quarter Eagle 

(2X photo) (2X photo) 

628 1900 Proof-65 (PCGS). A glittering gem specimen. Frosted 

devices are set against a deep mirror background creating an 

elegant cameo. As pretty as the proverbial picture. Quality 

such as this is seldom seen. 

The Proof mintage of this year amounted to 205 pieces, of 

which perhaps a third survive today. Certainly this is one of the 

finest of those. 

Date logotype deeply entered into the die and well centered. Some micro¬ 

scopic doubling at the first two date digits is mentioned by Breen and is 

scarcely noticeable. Raised die line from base of T (LIBERTY) in headband. 

From Stack’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, Lot 2160, earlier from 

the Dines sale, Lot 808, later from Stanley Kesselman via trade on 

November 1, 1973. 

632 1903 Proof-65 (PCGS). A splendid gem specimen of thii 

scarce and very interesting Proof issue. Of the 197 Proof 

struck, probably no more than a third exist today. 

In this year the person finishing the Proof dies at the Philadelphia Min 

decided to lightly polish the portraits on the dies, a practice not engaged ii 
earlier in the gold Proof series (but rather standard on Proofs of years latei 

particularly 1936 onward). Thus, Proof gold coins of all denominations hav 

a slightly different appearance in 1903 than do Proofs of earlier dates. I 

The date logotype is boldly entered into the die and low, almost touthin; 

a dentil to the left. On the quarter eagle logotype punch the 0 leans ever si 

slightly to the right, this being true of all dies—Proofs as well as busines 

strikes—from this punch. 

From Quality Sales Corporation ’s sale of November 1973, Lo 

1115. 

Gem Mint State 1901 $2.50 Gem Mint State 1903 Quarter Eagle 

629 1901 MS-66 (PCGS). Lustrous with satiny frost. Some light ar¬ 

eas of toning. 

On the reverse a crack is seen from the border to the A (STATES), such 

cracks being unusual on 20th-century quarter eagles. 

Purchased from a Mr. Houser, September 26, 1966. 

630 1901 MS-64. Lustrous and frosty. A splendid specimen. 

Date logotype very' low. Last digit slightly repunched at bottom. 

Purchased from James Cohen, August 24, 1966. 

633 1903 MS-66 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. Particularly flash 

(rather than satiny). A lovely coin. 

Purchased from James Cohen, August 24, 1966. 

634 1903 MS-64. A lustrous, frosty business strike. An ideal coil 

for a type set or date collection. 

In contrast to the position on the Proof of this year, the date logotype c 

the business strike is well centered with ample room above and below th 

first 1. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, August 28, 1972. 

Gem Mint State 1902 $2.50 

631 1902 MS-66 (PCGS). Lustrous, satiny surfaces in keeping with 

the general aspect of gem specimens of this era. Lovely to be¬ 

hold, even nicer to own! 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, August 8, 1972. 

Gem Mint State 1904 Quarter Eagle 

635 1904 MS-66 (PCGS). Lustrous surfaces with some splashes o 

copper toning. One of the more popular (and more available 

dates of the era. 

From Paramount’s sale of May 1966, Lot 523. 
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1904 MS-64. A splendid specimen with full lustre and frost. 

Not at all rare, but certainly beautiful. An ideal possibility for a 

high-quality type set. 

Date logotype slightly low and punched into the die in medium depth. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, April 17, 1967. 

Gem Mint State 1905 Quarter Eagle 

1905 MS-67 (PCGS). Brilliant, lustrous, and beautiful. It would 

be difficult to envision, even in theory, what a nicer piece 

would look like! 
Purchased from Steve Tebo, August 24, 1966. 

Gem Mint State 1906 Quarter Eagle 

1906 MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous with a few hints of copper ton¬ 

ing. Somewhat satiny surfaces on both sides. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

1792. 

Gem Mint State 1907 Quarter Eagle 

l 1907 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous warm gold surfaces. Last year of 

the design. 
Reverse with several light cracks including from border to E (UNITED) 

through STATES OF, and from border through MER (AMERICA). 

This represents the last year of the long-lived Liberty Head, or Coronet, 

motif first instituted in the quarter eagle series in 1840. The general design 

was continued uninterrupted, with no major changes—the longest i each ot 

any unmodified coin design in American numismatic history. 

Quality 1907 $2.50 

640 1907 MS-64. Lustrous and frosty. A lovely specimen of the last 

year of issue. 
Date logotype low. Punched into the working die more deeply at the bot¬ 

tom of the date than at the top. 

From Paramount’s sale of May 19, 1966, Lot 525. 

Frosty 1907 Quarter Eagle 

641 1907 MS-64. Lustrous and frosty. Another beautiful example. 

Date logotype quite low. Deeply punched into the die, the bottom of the 

date more so than the top. Obvious repunching at the base of the 7. 

Purchased from “G ”, November 3, 1971. 

Another 1907 $2.50 

642 1907 MS-64. Brilliant and lustrous. Another nice example. 

Date extremely low and almost touching a dentil. Lowei pan of the date 

entered more deeply into the dies, seemingly a process used across several 

dies of this denomination and year. 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff September 28, 19/ 3. 
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Landmark 1911-D Quarter Eagle 

Gem Mint State 

The Norweb Coin 

643 1911-D MS-65 (PCGS). It seems like only yesterday, 

but it was in 1987 that we catalogued this identical 

coin as part of the fabulous collection formed by Am¬ 

bassador and Mrs. R. Henry Norweb, which crossed 

the auction block in several notable events, the pres¬ 

ently offered coin on March 25, 1988. At the time we 

commented as follows: 

“A glittering gem specimen of the most highly 

prized branch mint Indian quarter eagle. Not only is 

this coin in outstanding condition, it is also sharply 

struck, with the D mintmark being particularly well 

defined, more so than usual. 

“In this outstanding condition, here is a great rarity, 

a coin which should attract a great deal of attention 

and which will probably result in a new record being 

set. We have never seen a finer specimen.” 

At the time we graded it MS-64, which was quite 

conservative in terms of grading evaluations. Now it 

has been certified by PCGS as MS-65, and we agree 

with this—grading has been evolving, and all dealers, 

collectors, and everyone else have to march in step 

with such evolution. However, it is fair to say, and 

quite important, that today on the market there are a 

number of other pieces described as “MS-65.” We 

have seen some of these, and we unhesitatingly state 

that few can hold a candle to the Norweb-Bass coin. 

Accordingly, numbers aside—you are welcome to pick 

your own grading number if you wish—this coin ranks 

very high in terms of combined desirability —high grad¬ 

ing number plus sharpness of strike plus excellent 

aesthetic appeal. 

Further, the 1911-D stands alone as the scarce issue 

among Indian Head quarter eagles of the 1908-1929 

era. Thus, whenever a high quality piece comes on 

the market it deservedly attracts much attention. 

PCGS Population: 9; 2 finer (MS-66 finest). 

From our sale of the Nonveh Collection, March 1988, Lot 

2122. 

645 1926 MS-63. Lustrous and frosty. A very nice example of thi: 

plentiful date. 

Purchased from Don Apte, September 21, 1972, to the Goliad Cor 

poration, to Harry Bass. 

644 1925-D MS-64. Lustrous and beautiful. A very attractive ex¬ 

ample of the last Denver Mint quarter eagle issue. 

Purchased from Robert Medlar, Novem ber 5, 1971. 

End of Section One 
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SECTION TWO 
Sunday Morning, October 3, 10:00 AM Sharp 

United States Gold Coins: Lots 646-1968 

»GOLD COINS 1854-1889_ 
The Bass Collection $3 Gold Dollars 

A Beautiful Selection 

Long denominations of the mid-19th century the $3 series 

a prime favorite of Harry W. Bass, Jr. During his lifetime 

Electing he formed a complete set, virtually defined by the 

[ue 1870-S, but also including such elusive dates as 1873, 

5 (in particular), and 1876. These have been retained by 

Harry W. Bass, Jr., Research Foundation. This collection 

i be detailed in the sylloge we are preparing to illustrate and 

tribe $3 coins and other specialties. 

ie present sale brings to the auction forum a wide range 

dditional $3 pieces acquired by Harry Bass. It was his phi- 

phy that if he purchased one choice coin, and another 

e along, he would buy the second one as well, and some- 

;s he bought a third or a fourth. The present catalogue 

wcases the business strike $3 pieces that are being sold, 

ring the finest of each. Additional pieces will be sold in 

. Hi, but, generally, the present sale contains the finest 

es. At a later date Part III will also offer Proofs. 

nusual among numismatic buyers, Harry Bass lealized the 

t‘ rarity of many of the business strike $3 issues. As is the case 

•ther gold denominations, the Bass coins include pieces of a 

lity seldom seen elsewhere. Included are notable specimens 

he elusive issues of the low-mintage, seldom seen varieties of 

1860s and 1870s, followed by truly exceptional coins from 

low-mintage and ever-popular decade of the 1880s. 

History of the Three-Dollar Gold Coins 
$3 gold piece was authorized by the Act of February 21, 

a very important piece of legislation from a numismatic 

oint, an act which also affected the silver coinage, namely 

duction in weight of the half dime, dime, quarter, and 

ollar, and the addition of arrows alongside the date to m- 

the new standard. Whether or not the $3 denomination 

dually necessary or worthwhile has been a matter of de- 

unong numismatists for well over a century. At the time 

introduction, 1854, the $3 had as a close companion-the 

established $2.50 quarter eagle. 

It has been suggested that the $3 had utility in the pur chase 

of 100-subject sheets of three-cent stamps, or the acquisition 

of silver three-cent pieces in quantities of 100. In any event, 

the $3 proved to be less than convenient, and after the first 

year of coinage, production dropped sharply. In a way the 

same general pattern was followed by ceitain othei seiics of 

the time, including the silver and nickel three-cent pieces and 

the two-cent piece. All were launched to high hopes, but the 

first several years proved to be the times of glory, followed by 

a decline. 

The new $3 denomination was designed by James B. 

Longacre, who became chief engraver at the Mint in 1844, 

after the death of Christian Gobrecht. The obxeise features 

the head of an Indian princess, facing left, wearing a feath¬ 

ered headdress upon which is a band inscribed LIBERT 5 . 

The inscription UNITED STATES OF AMERICA surrounds. 

The same motif was later used on the Type III gold dollar 

1856-1889. 

The reverse displays an “agricultural wreath" enclosing 3 

DOLLNRS and the date. The reverse wreath was later used on 

the Flying Eagle cents of 1856-1858. As is demonstrated, 

Longacre liked to copy his own work. 

The $3 design was continued without major change fiom 

beginning to the end, except that issues of the yeai 1854 alone 

have the word DOLLARS in smaller letters than do the pieces 

from 1855 to 1889. 

Mint records reveal that on April 28, 1854, in advance of the 

regular coinage, 15 Proof coins were sent by James Ross 

Snowden to the secretary of the Treasury. Regular coinage was 

accomplished continuously from 1854 to 1889 at Philadelphia. 

Expectations were high in 1854, and 138,618 $3 coins were 

struck at the Philadelphia Mint, accompanied by 1,120 at 

Dahlonega and 24,000 at New Orleans. Obviously, it was antici¬ 

pated that the $3 would become an integral part of the Ameri¬ 

can coinage system. However, reality proved otherwise. This 

beginning was also the end for Dahlonega and New Oi leans, 

and no other $3 pieces were ever struck at either facility. 

The next year, 1855, saw a drastically reduced production of 

just 50,555 $3 coins at Philadelphia. For the first time, San 

Francisco struck the denomination, in a quantity of 6,600. 

From that point onward the trend was downward, touching a 
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low of 2,133 in 1858. The San Francisco Mint produced $3 

pieces of the varieties 1855-S, 1856-S, 1857-S, and 1860-S, after 

which only the 1870-S $3 was made, the latter coin considered 

to be unique today. 

Among later Philadelphia Mint coins, mintages were very 

low, save for 41,800 struck in 1874 and 82,304 in 1878. Re¬ 

garding these two higher-mintage dates, it is likely that 

thoughts of the resumption of payments of gold coins at par, 

which had not been done since December 28, 1861, would 

create a demand for $3 pieces. However, the experts at the 

Treasury Department were wrong, and no widespread inter¬ 

est ever developed. 

Coinage reached an especially low point in 1873, when only 

a few hundred pieces seem to have been struck. Mint records 

are silent on circulating coinage of this year, and the best we 

can do is guess. A few years later, even fewer coins were made, 

with just 20 being struck in 1875 and only 45 in 1876, these 

being Proofs for collectors. 

Beginning in 1879 and continuing to the end of the series 

in 1889, there was a modest investment and speculative inter¬ 

est by the public in $3 gold coins, and more Mint State pieces 

were saved than would have been the case otherwise. How¬ 

ever, none are really common, as the low mintages indicate. 

The year 1881 saw a business strike production of only 500 

pieces. Of these, perhaps 100 survive, most of which show 

signs of wear or impairment, possibly providing a window to 

study conditions affecting the survival of all $3 coins of the 

era. It seems likely that once members of the public acquired 

such pieces, they tired of them, and eventually most coins 

became rubbed, nicked, or otherwise were reduced to less 

than pristine condition. 

During the entire range of the $3 series the total business 

strike mintage amounted to only 538,074 coins. Proofs are 

estimated to have been struck in a quantity slightly over the 

2,000 mark. 

Collecting Considerations 

All $3 coins are scarce on the numismatic market today, and 

most are rare, some being extremely so. Despite this observ¬ 

able reality, the vast majority of $3 date and mintmark issu. 

are quite inexpensive. Of the 43 dates and mintmark variety 

listed in the latest (53rd) edition of A Guide Book of U.S. Coir, 

only eight catalogue for over $1,000 in VF grade (these beir 

1854-D, 1865, 1870-S, 1873, 1875, 1876, 1877, and 1881). ( 

those select years, only three catalogue for more than $10,0C 

(the 1870-S, 1875, and 1876). It can be seen that 35 differei 

dates and mints of $3 gold coins catalogue for less than $1,00, 

and some of these are listed from $475 to $700. The series 

more affordable than generally realized. 

The student of the $3 series will soon realize that varioi 

date and mintmark issues can be quite inexpensive and readi 

available in such grades as VF and EF, but in Mint State ai 

extreme rarities. In general, the dates that are typically encoui 

tered in Mint State are but three: 1854, 1874 (the rarest of tf 

trio), and 1878. Beyond that, Mint State coins of the low-min 

age 1879-1889 dates come to market with some frequency. 

All other dates and mintmarks range from rare to very rai 

to extremely rare in Mint State. For purposes of comparisoi 

a Mint State 1865 $3 gold coin (business strike mintage: 1,141 

is at least 10 to 20 times rarer than an 1884 (business stril 

mintage 1,000). 

Mintmarked $3 issues were not widely sought until after tl 

publication in 1893 of Augustus G. Heaton’s Mint Alai 

monograph, and even then not many numismatists paid atte 

tion to them. An early aficionado of the denomination w; 

William H. Woodin, famous industrialist who in 1933 becan 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s first secretary of the Tie 

sury. Woodin loved $3 coins and cherished his collection, f 

was one of several who have owned the unique 1870-S $3 ovi 

the years, this being the coin now held by the Harry W. Bas 

Jr. Research Foundation. 

Proofs were made of all dates of $3 coins from 1854 to 188 

All are rare, with some being extremely so. 

For the numismatist, $3 gold coins offer a remarkable coi 

bination of high rarity with relatively low cost for many issue 

Upon close inspection, just about every variety has somethir 

ol interest to relate. Salient points are discussed in the not 

provided with most of the coin descriptions. 
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Incredible 1854 $3 Gold 

Superb Gem MS-66 

(2X photo) 

1854 MS-66 (PCGS). Sharply struck, deeply lustrous and 

frosty, and absolutely gorgeous in every aspect. A winning-qual¬ 

ity business strike example of the first year of issue. 

While the 1854 is not elusive in lower grades, it becomes 

quite hard to find in MS-65 and exceedingly difficult in MS-66. 

Numbers aside, beyond the MS-66 grade the coin has wonder¬ 

ful aesthetic appeal. All of this said, we expect to see a great 

deal of attention as this crosses the block. 

PCGS Population: 5; 3 finer (MS-68 finest). 
For $3 pieces, 1854-1889, little has appeared in print concerning die vari¬ 

eties. All are of the same basic type, save for the issues of 1854 which have 

the DOLLARS in smaller letters than in 1855-1889. On the working dies, 

mintmarks (as applicable) and four-digit date logotype punches were en¬ 

tered, resulting in some variations in placement. For refeience points in de¬ 

termining date location, the highest part of the right-side ribbon is often 

employed, this determining how far a date is placed to the left or right in 

relation to it. Vertical placement can be described by the distance horn the 

date to that point, and also the distance from the date to the word DOL¬ 

LARS above. 
Date in “normal” position for this year, comfortable in the field, but closer 

to the highest ribbon point than to the word DOLLARS. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 740. 

Prooflike 1854 $3 Gold 

648 1854 MS-63 (PCGS). Obverse and reverse highly prooflike and 

highly unusual as such—for most business strike $3 pieces are 

well endowed with frost. For this reason alone this is a very spe¬ 

cial coin and should bring a premium price. Both sides are of 

rich golden color with a slight area of copper toning at the up¬ 

per right of the obverse. A splendid piece which should see in¬ 

tense bidding activity. 
From Rarcoa’s section of Auction '86, August 1986, Lot 913. 

Lustrous 1854 $3 Gold 

649 1854 AU-58. Highly lustrous and very attractive. Fully as nice 

as some pieces we have seen designated as Mint State, even at 

levels higher than MS-60. A visual treat. 

The obverse and reverse dies are notably dashed, and very interestingly 

so. Around the head of Miss Liberty is seen the outline of the interior of the 
reverse wreath, while on the reverse just the opposite is true-Miss Liberty's 

profile can be seen. This is some of the most remarkable clashing we have 
ever seen on any $3 date, and no doubt it was acquired by Flany Bass be¬ 

cause of this curiosity. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of June 1970, Lot 439. 

650 1854 AU-50. Much mint lustre still remains, particularly on the 

reverse. An attractive example of the date and grade, ideal for 

a type set. 
In his notes I larry Bass stated that this was a very early die state. 

From Quality Sales Corp. 's sale of September 1993, Lot 1140. 

Lustrous 1854 $3 

’ 1854 MS-64 (PCGS). A sharply struck and very beautiful speci¬ 

men displaying an extraordinarily large amount of frosty mint 

lustre, a very “live” coin. No doubt if a half dozen PCGS-certi- 

fied MS-64 1854 $3 pieces could be found and arranged side 

by side, the piece offered here would he the finest of the 

group. While the collector by dates will find this piece quite 

desirable, the greatest demand for it will probably come front 

the type set enthusiast, representing as it does the first year of 

issue of the denomination and the only year with the word 

DOLLARS in small letters. 
Purchased from Steve Tebo, October 30, 19/2. 
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Highly Important 1854-D $3 

Sole Dahlonega Issue 

Mintage: 1,120 

651 1854-D AU-55 (PCGS). An especially high-grade 

example, sharp and well struck, save for the dentils 

which on all authentic specimens are lightly de¬ 

fined in certain areas (cf. Walter Breen’s Complete 

Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins No 6847). 

The date logotype is especially deeply punched into the die, 

connecting the 5 and 4. As noted under our description for 

the $2.50 series, it seems to have been a situation in many in¬ 

stances that dies for Charlotte and Dahlonega were made with 

deeper detail than those used in Philadelphia. The reason for 

this is unknown. Further, the date logotype is placed slightly 

lower on this than on the previously offered Philadelphia is¬ 

sues. 

The D mintmark, the same as used on the 1854-D $5 gold, 

tilts slightly to the right. 

Although the course of events is not known with clarity to¬ 

day in 1999, in 1854 great things were expected of the $3 de¬ 

nomination. Apparently, no one took the time to realize that 

the $3 piece was very close to the already popular $2.50 de¬ 

nomination, and thus did not have much of a market niche to 

filk-al though such pieces might have been useful to anyone 

who wanted to buy silver three-cent pieces in groups or 100- 

subject sheets of three-cent postage stamps. In any event, after 

the first issue it was realized that the denomination was redun¬ 

dant, and although 138,618 had been struck at Philadelphia, a 

few in Dahlonega and 24,000 in New Orleans, never again did 

the mintage at Philadelphia even approach the quantity of the 

first year. Related information is included in the general intro¬ 

duction to the $3 series above. 

Regarding the 1854-D, the 1,120 pieces struck were placed 

into circulation. So far as is known, not a single numismatist 

collected $3 pieces by mintmark varieties in or even near the 

1854 year. Decades later, when interest did develop, examples 

were already rare. Today probably fewer than 100 pieces sur¬ 

vive totally, with most of these being VF, occasionally EF, 

rarely higher. 

As a low-mintage $3 piece, as the only Dahlonega variety in 

the series, and as the first year of issue, the 1854-D has always 

commanded a position of importance and respect. To these 

considerations can be added the grade of the presently offered 

piece, one of the finer examples known, even edging out our 

memorable Columbia Collection piece auctioned last year, 

thus rounding out the description and desirability of a speci¬ 

men that will attract great attention when it crosses the block. 

Purchased from Herbert Tobias, February 1972. 
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Popular 1854-0 $3 Gold 

1854-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant with much lustre remaining, 

particularly in the protected areas. A lovely specimen of this 

popular issue, desirable and remarkable as the only New Or¬ 

leans coin of this denomination. 

This coin is from the stronger-impressed of two die pairs recorded. On 

the obverse and reverse the letters are bold, including the mintmark. Breen 

calls this his No 6348. 

Purchased from the Coin Gallery (Abner Kreisberg arid Jerry 

Cohen), May 19, 1972. 

Important 1854-0 $3 

1854-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Rich yellow gold surfaces. Much lustre 

still remains. Important as the only New Orleans Mint $3 gold 

coin. 
From the lighter-impressed of the two major die varieties of this year, the 

present piece has the letters on the obverse (particularly at STATES OF) 

and the reverse (particularly the mintmark) lightly defined. At this point the 

die has been relapped, with obverse losing the lower 40% of the initials 

J.B.L. on the neck truncation, and reverse losing low-relief details (including 

in its entirety the thin leaf normally seen to the left ot the date). 

On the present specimen there is a skein of die breaks on the lower part of 

the reverse, including at the mintmark and the top tibbon end to the light. 

The specialist will find this to be a particularly interesting specimen. 

Purchased from N.K.S., June 19, 1967. 

Exceptional Quality 1855 $3 

Another High-Grade 1855 $3 

655 1855 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. Somewhat proof¬ 

like on the obverse. Another example of a date which in Mint 

State is very difficult to locate. Another find for the specialist. 

Both obverse and reverse dies display diagonal die striae indicating that 

this piece must have been one of the earliest impressions from the die paii. 

From Stack’s sale of August 1971, Lot 2058. 

Scarce 1855-S $3 

656 1855-S AU-58 (PCGS). Struck in bright yellow gold. Obverse 

and reverse somewhat prooflike, especially evident when the 

coin is held at an angle to the light. 

PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer (MS-62 finest). 

The 1855-S represents the first San Francisco coin of this denomination. 

Six thousand business strikes were produced, virtually all of which were 

placed into the channels of commerce, where most became extensively 

worn. Today, a typical grade for an 1855-S is VF, or, occasionally, EF. 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 

Lustrous 1856 $3 

1855 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty. A coin ol truly ex¬ 

ceptional quality. Unlike the 1854, which comes to market in 

Mint State with some frequency, high-grade pieces dated 1855 

are few and far between. We venture to say that in the present 

grade, the 1855 is at least three or four dozen times rarer than 

an equivalent 1854! However, the market value does not repre¬ 

sent any such differential. Here, again in our opinion, is an 

excellent value possibility. 

PCGS Population: 7; 6 finer (MS-66 finest). o 

The obverse displays diagonal striae or finish at an approximate 45 ang e 

from the vertical, from upper left to lower right, indicating that the present 

piece is probably an early impression from this die. 

From Quality Sales Corp. ’s sale of the Heck Collection, February 

1976, Lot 204. 

657 1856 MS-63 (PCGS). A delightful Mint State coin with deep, 

rich lustre almost three dimensional in character. Similar to 

the 1855, the 1856 is seldom seen in Mint State, although it is 

readily available in lower grades. The present coin is quite spe¬ 

cial. 
Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 18, 1972. 
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Splendid 1856-S $3 

658 1856-S Medium S. MS-64 (PCGS). Brilliant and frosty. A lus¬ 

trous specimen that ranks as one of the finest we have ever 

seen. A highly important coin. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Late state of the reverse die with some bulging evident at the center, par¬ 

ticularly above the denomination, crack or flaw at base of second L (DOL¬ 

LAR); leaf to left of date partly disconnected. Small curve above S mint- 

mark is probably a clash mark, not a repunching. 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 
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Sharp 1856-S $3 

1856-S Medium S. AU-58 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold as is par 

for California coinage of the decade. The obverse is mostly 

prooflike. A very nice example of the date and mint. 

The production of the 1856-S $3 pieces was much more generous than the 

output of the preceding year, and some 34,500 were struck. Varieties exist 

with different sizes of mintmarks, the present being “medium” and having a 

vestige of repunching at its top (over smaller letter?). The reverse die seems 

to have been lightly relapped, diminishing certain low-relief details (such as 

the leaf to the left of the end of the date) and also what seems to be a die 

break below the second L (DOLLARS). The relapping seems to have been 

done by holding the die by hand against a grinding wheel, rather than 

mounting it in a jig for this purpose. Accordingly, the relapping is not com¬ 

pletely plane. All of this is quite interesting to study under high magnifica¬ 

tion and no doubt provided a degree of fascination to Harry Bass. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, October 30, 1972. 

1856-S Medium S. EF-45. Light medium gold surfaces. An at¬ 

tractive example of the variety and grade. 

Late die state, somewhat similar to the previous offering, but lacking the 

bulge above the 3, crack or flaw still visible at base of second L (DOLLAR). 

Prooflike surface within protected areas. No clash marks at mintmark. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s sale ofJanuary 1975, part of Lot 

236. 

1856-S Medium S. EF-40. Bright yellow gold. Another attrac¬ 

tive example from the same source as the preceding. 

Early die state. Prooflike surface within protected areas. No clash marks at 

mintmark. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s sale ofJanuary 1975, part of Lot 

236. 

Memorable Quality 1857 $3 

2 1857 MS-63 (PCGS). Highly lustrous and frosty, almost three- 

dimensional in this aspect. Exceedingly sharply struck. A 

splendid specimen of a $3 date that is rarely seen at this level. 

PCGS Population: 10; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Obverse with traces of wreath ribbon clash around Miss Liberty. Some die 

lines are still visible at the right border. Apparently a fairly early impression. 

Reverse with date logotype in large numerals this year, on the present die 

somewhat lightly impressed. Clash marks from Miss Liberty’s head are seen 

in several areas. 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 

1857 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike. 

Obverse with broken upper left serif in I's (Breen 6358, “rare”), fairly 

early die state of obverse and reverse with many parallel die striae. Reverse 

with tiny raised rust area to right of final date digit. Date logotype slightly 

higher on the die than for the preceding 1857. 

Purchased from Bonanza Coins, March 5, 1973. 

664 1857-S AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. The reverse, iI 

graded separately, could be assigned a number one oi two 

notches higher. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-63). 

The mintage of this year was 14,000 pieces apparently all from a die whic h 

Breen calls “Large S.” 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 

Once-Famous 1858 $3 

A Classic of Yesteryear 

665 1858 MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous and beautiful, an outstanding, 

indeed thrilling example of one of the great rarities in the S3 

series, although not widely recognized as such today. Just 

2,133 were struck, all for commerce. The few collectors who 

desired an example of this date obtained Proofs. The entile 

production took place from a single pair of dies on August 26, 

1858. Subsequently, the pieces were released into circulation, 

where they became widely scattered. 
Today, probably 100 to 200 business strikes exist. Regard¬ 

ing these, Walter Breen comments “usually VF to EF, very 

rare above AU.” Mint State coins are so rare that often years 

elapses between our handling an example by private tieaty oi 

at auction. 
Today in 1999, the 1858 is not singled out for the fame it is 

due, as a reading of mintage figures alone does not tell the en¬ 

tire story. One can compare the 1858 with certain low produc¬ 

tion figures of the 1880s and conclude that the 1858 is a 

“lesser” coin. However, to do this is to overlook the fact that 

issues of the 1880s were saved numismatically in significant 

quantities while pieces dated 1858 were not. The difference is 

all important. 

PCC.S Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-65). 

The present piece is from a fairly early state of the die pair. Later, two fine 

cracks develop on the obverse at about the 2:00 position (in his notes, Harry 

Bass noted that fellow Texas collector John Murrell had one of this later die 

state). 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of June 1972, Lot 414. 
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Highly Lustrous 1859 $3 

tonwiKiagWj 

(2X photo) 

666 1859 Breen-6361. Repunched 1 and 9 in Date. MS-65. Some 

light burnishing and friction visible in a small area near the left 

border on the reverse, an area which seems to have some light 

planchet irregularity. Possibly a spot was removed. Except for 

this, the piece is just about as nice as we have ever seen for a 

business strike. In-person examination is suggested, for overall 

the coin is beautiful. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

Reverse with repunched 1 and 9, the 9 being particularly so. Breen notes; 

“usually VF to EF, very rare in AU or better.” Most probably he had never 

seen a specimen of the quality offered here. 

From Stack’s sale of the Groves Collection, November 1974, Lot 
537. 

Prooflike 1859 $3 

Splendid Mint State 1859 $3 

668 1859 Breen-6362. Repunched 1 and 8 in Date. MS-62 (PCGS 

Deeply lustrous and frosty. A very pleasing example of th 

date. The mintage was 62,247 pieces, of which perhaps 3001 

500 exist today, nearly all are lower grade. Writing in his Enc 

clopedia in 1988, Walter Breen noted, “No Mint State example 

seen in many years.” Again we mention that the true rarity ( 

certain coins is becoming masked indeed obliterated, by certif 

cation figures from the grading services—as it is popular prai 

tice to send the same high-grade or rare coins to multiple se 

vices and even sometimes to the same service. Thus, one sing] 

coin can appear as several coins in terms of grading servic 

numbers! As time goes on, such numbers will increase and nc 

decrease, with perhaps the eventual situation that certain tru 

rarities will appear to be quite plentiful—until you actually tr 

to find one. 

In his notes Harry Bass observed that this particular die pair was earlii 

used to strike Proofs of this date. In the present use there are light clat 

marks evident on obverse and reverse, and no hint of Proof surface. 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 

669 1859 Breen-6362. Repunched 1 and 8 in Date. AU-50. Ligl 

yellow gold surfaces. A very attractive example of the variety. 

First two date numerals repunched as noted. 

From Paramount’s sale of April 17, 1967, Lot 666. In his noU 

Harry Bass observes: “my first auction!” Thus, the pedigree is partici 
larly significant. 

670 1859 Breen-6362. Repunched 1 and 8 in Date. EF-45. Brig! 

yellow gold surfaces, somewhat prooflike. 

Purchased from N.K.S., December 21, 1971. 

667 1859 Breen-6361. Repunched 1 and 9 in Date. MS-60 PL. A 

splendid specimen from an early state of the dies, with some 

striae and a generous measure of die polish. When seen, $3 

pieces of this date are apt to be in much lower grade. 

The first and last digits of the date are repunched, the 1 slightly so, the 9 

measurable so. A highly important coin for the specialist. 

Described by Harry Bass as “repunched 1 and 9” which would be equal to 

Breen-6361, but the repunching eludes the cataloguer. Instead, the upper 

right of the 9 is noticeably repunched, while the first three digits are not. 

Seemingly, this die was recorded by Breen. 

The date logotype is deep into the working die. Breen describes the nu¬ 

merals as “oddly shaped” and attributes them to Anthony C. Paquet, who at 

the time was a Mint employee. Upon inspection, the upper left serif of the 1 

has an unusual curved shape, the 5 is unusually thick at the right and with a 

small ball to the left, and the 9 is quite squat, with the lower part being much 

smaller than the upper section. All $3 pieces of 1859 are from this logotype 
punch. 
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Superb Gem 1860 $3 Lustrous 1861 $3 

(2X photo) 

1860 MS-66 (PCGS). A splendid specimen which is one of the 

3 very finest known—an elegant combination of exceedingly 

high numerical grade plus truly wonderful surfaces—sharply 

struck, satiny and lustrous. Medium gold with a few brown 

flecks on the reverse. No doubt this was an early impression 

from the dies and was saved for some special purpose, not re- 

I corded. 
This identical specimen is the only Uncirculated pieces spe¬ 

cifically mentioned by Walter Breen in his Encyclopedia. He fur¬ 

ther noted that at any Mint State level the issue is “very rare.” 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-67 finest). 

Date logotype deeply impressed into die. The upright of 1 appears larger 

I at the base than at the top. 

From Stack's sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 

129. 

Elusive 1860-S $3 

1860-S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous, a high-grade ex¬ 

ample with virtually full mint frost. A prize example of this elu¬ 

sive variety. Such pieces are not seen often. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

The mintage of the 1860-S $3, all with a small S mintmark on the reverse, 

amounted to 7,000 pieces. Some 2,592 were considered to be light in weight 

and were stored at the Mint until 1869, when they were melted into bullion. 

Thus, the net circulation mintage is only 4,408. 

The 1860-S represents the latest-dated collectible San Francisco Mint $3. 

The only later issue is the famous 1870-S, showcased in the Eliasberg Collec¬ 

tion in 1982, and now retained by the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Founda¬ 

tion. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

1922, later acquired by John N. Rowe, III, and Michael Brownlee, 

subsequently sold to Harry Bass. 

673 1861 MS-64 (PCGS). A beautiful specimen. The surfaces are a 

mixture of slight prooflike character and satiny lustre, overall 

giving a beautiful appearance and creating a cameo effect for 

the portrait. A truly lovely 1861, business strike that will be 

appreciated by the advanced collector and connoisseur. A rar¬ 

ity so fine! 

PCGS Population: 7; 1 finer (MS-65). 

The mintage amounted to 5,959 pieces, all coined in March 1861 lrom a 

single pair of dies. The obverse shows diagonal striae (at a 45° orientation), 

seemingly a characteristic of all pieces struck (Walter Breen notes “with thin 

letters and field striations on the obverse”). The date logotype was rather 

lightly impressed into the die, giving the figures a delicate appearance. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 692. 

674 1861 EF-40. Bright yellow gold. Much mint lustre is still visible. 

Only 5,959 $3 pieces were minted this year. Most or all went 

into circulation, with the result that the typical grade seen to¬ 

day is VF or EF. 

Date logotype very lightly impressed into the die. The present reverse die 

is also relapped, making the light impression seem even more so. 

From Stack’s sale of February 1972, Lot 688. 

Gem 1862 $3 

Mint State Rarity 

(2X photo) 

675 1862 Breen-6367. Without Distinct Neckline. MS-65 (PCGS). 

An outstanding gem specimen with satiny lustre, a coin with a 

tremendous amount of eye appeal and, in this condition, a 

notable rarity. For further interest Breen noted: “Very rare. 

Forward edge of neck blurred into field (die repolishing).” 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Under magnification the die resurfacing seems to have been done with a 

rotating wire brush, which left many striae on the die. Earlier, the die had 

clashed, and even after resurfacing a number of evidences arc seen of the 

reverse wreath to left and right ot Miss Liberty s portrait. 

The reverse die also resurfaced, probably at the same time, as the resurfac¬ 

ing style seems identical. Similarly, some contact marks still remain. A 

highly interesting $3 to view under magnification, and an important item 

for the advanced specialist. 

Purchased from bred Sweeney, September 18, 1972. 
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Scarce 1862 $3 

676 1862 Breen-6367. Without Distinct Neckline. AU-55. Another 

specimen of this variety, with bright yellow gold surfaces. 

With wire brush die effects as earlier described. 

A truly interesting, exciting specimen for the specialist. Perhaps the 

notes in the present catalogue, combined with those to come in the sylloge 

plus notations recorded elsewhere (specifically by Breen) will engender a 

new era of study of die peculiarities and characteristics of the 1854-1889 

$3 series. 

Breathtaking 1863 $3 

Incredible Gem 

Classic Rarity 

BCIMRS 
< HP ^3 > 

(2X photo) 

677 1863 IMS-65 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. A coin of incred¬ 

ible rarity and incredible beauty. One of the most important 

$3 pieces in the present sale. 

Only 5,000 business strikes were made in 1863, a low 

enough number in its own right. However, more pieces than 

usual seem to have disappeared, with the result that today we 

believe that no more than 200 to 250 survive, nearly all of 

which show extensive circulation. The present coin is a mar¬ 

velous exception. 

Harry Bass in his notes observed that this is struck from the same dies 

used to make Proofs this year, although the present specimen has no indica¬ 

tion of Proof surfaces. 

The obverse shows prominent clash marks from the reverse, while the re¬ 

verse shows two sets of outlines from Miss Liberty, slightly overlapping. Un¬ 

der magnification the coin is absolutely fascinating! 

The date logotype was somewhat irregularly made this year with the 18 

closely spaced and the 6 with wider separations on both sides. The 3 is some¬ 

what irregular, with the knobs (such as they are) at the top and the bottom 

being of odd shape, the top being truncated. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, July 30, 1968. 

Marvelous 1864 $3 

Prooflike Business Strike 

Prime Rarity 

(2X photo) 

678 1864 MS-65 (PCGS). Semi-prooflike obverse and reverse., 

marvelous specimen, well struck, with excellent detail and 

beautiful appearance—anything and everything that could b 

asked for in a circulation strike. 

Only 2,630 pieces were made this year, of which we estimai 

that fewer than 150 survive today. Most of these, quotin 

Breen, “are usually VF to EF, very rare above, extremelv rai 

Uncirculated.” Another fantastic coin, a prime target for tb 

connoisseur and specialist. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-66). 

Obverse and reverse with light die finish marks, no doubt indicating a 

early strike (although with limited mintages, there is no such thing as a tru 

late strike). Date logotype first lightly repunched into die, slanting down I 

the left, then corrected, with the result that the first two digits show r 

punching. The digit 4 on this and certain other logotypes for the denomin 

tion is somewhat ungainly, presenting an overly large interior area. 

Purchased from Fred Sweeney, September 18, 1972. 
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Highly Important 1865 $3 

Prooflike Business Strike 

(2X photo) 

1865 MS-64 (PCGS). Prooflike. An outstanding specimen, one 

of the finest seen, of this elusive and rare issue. The business 

strike mintage of the 1865 amounted to an incredibly low 

1,140 pieces. The number known today is believed to be fewer 

than 100 coins altogether, with VF and EF being typically en¬ 

countered grades. Breen notes: Very rare. Business stiikes, 

made on February 27, are usually in low grades, Extremely 

rare in AU, prohibitively rare Uncirculated. 

As a general observation, business strike $3 issues of the 

1860s are very difficult to find, this being particularly true of 

the 1863 and onward. Mint State pieces, while not unheard of, 

appear on the market only at widely spaced intervals. It seems 

to have been the case that the few collectors desiring the de¬ 

nomination at the time of issue simply purchased Proofs. Busi¬ 

ness strikes were completely ignored. Thus, the survival of a 

splendid piece such as the 1865 offered here is a matter of rare 

chance. 
PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Date logotype deep into die with slight repunching at the last two figures. 

Oriented low and level, called an “original” by Breen, although no restrikes 

were made of circulating issues. 

Purchased from John N. Rowe, III, Septem ber 24, 1966. 

Rare 1866 $3 

0 1866 AU-55. Bright yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike. A splen¬ 

did specimen of this prime rarity. Only 4,000 business strikes 

were produced, of which only a few survive today. 

The date logotype this year was made by punching the final 6 deeper into 

the die than the first 6, giving the final 6 a somewhat larger appearance, al¬ 

though the same punch was used when the logotype was made. On the 

present die, the digit 1 is especially prominent, probably indicating that the 

punch was not evenly applied into the working die. Other technicalities 

could be studied. 

Purchased from Fred Sweeney, September 18, 1972. 

11 1866 AU-50. Another attractive example of this elusive $3 

date. 

Die pair as preceding. 

Purchased from Bonanza Coins, March 3, 1973. 

Marvelous 1867 $3 

Superb Gem MS-66 

Key Date 

(2X photo) 

682 1867 MS-66 (PCGS). Highly prooflike, closely resembling a 

Proof striking. A marvelous, virtually incredible quality piece 

without an equal anywhere in numismatics. 

The mintage of the 1867 was a very low 2,600 pieces with 

most survivors grading EF to VF, punctuated by an actual AU, 

hut seldom by a Mint State. Another extraordinary opportu¬ 

nity for the connoisseur and specialist. 

PCGS Population: 2: 1 finer (MS-67). 

Business strikes were delivered on January 24, 1867. Apparently there was 

no further call for the denomination. 

The date logotype is deeply punched into the die, yielding a bold appear¬ 

ance. A crack is seen from the border to the second lowest leaf on the tight. 

Both obverse and reverse dies were given a high degree of polish, and 

under magnification parallel polish lines can still be seen. Perhaps before 

the mintage ended on this particular January day in 1867, the lines were 

worn away. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 767. 

Important Business Strike 1868 $3 

Choice Mint State 

Low-Mintage Date 

683 1868 MS-63 (PCGS). Highly prooflike. Rich golden surfaces 

with splashes of magenta on the obverse and reverse borders. 

An extremely appealing coin, one of the finest business strikes 

ever to pass under our view. An incredible opportunity for the 

connoisseur and specialist. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 694. 
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Fantastic Gem 1869 $3 

Prooflike MS-65 

Classic Rarity 

| BOLL .RSI 

1L '0^00 * 

(2X photo) 

684 1869 MS-65 (PCGS). Beautiful prooflike surfaces. Sharply 

struck. An incredible specimen of this rare date, one of only 

2,500 business strikes produced. Another highly important, 

actually incredible opportunity for the connoisseur and special¬ 

ist. \\ hile Part III of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection will in¬ 

clude a number of high-grade $3 pieces, the “first cut” of qual¬ 

ity business strikes appears in the present sale. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Reverse die oriented about 160° in relation to the obverse, instead of the 

normal 180° Last digit of date logotype lightly repunched. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 136. 

Beautiful and Rare 1870 $3 

Another Important 1870 $3 

686 1870 MS-63 (PCGS). Highly prooflike. A stunningly beautifu 

specimen, a coin which will quickly catch the eye of the cor 

noisseur. With a mintage of only 3,500 business strikes, thi 

1870 has long been recognized as a key issue. High-grade e> 

amples are especially rare, with prooflike pieces occasional! 

offered as full Proofs in the past (before the days of certifies 

tion and the publication of technical information). 

The present piece is a landmark for the specialist. Fet 

equivalent pieces exist. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

On the obverse some light clash marks can be seen around the portrai 

around Miss Liberty. 

On the reverse the date is more heavily punched into the die toward th 

right. As Breen mentions, the leaf to the left of the date is isolated, typicall 

evidence of relapping, but possibly the original state of the die (if so, thi 

would indicate that the master die was lightly impressed into the workin 

die). The present specimen shows occasional clash marks and die line 

around the wreath, particularly on the right. At the wreath apex the die i 

noticeably bulged. 

From Abe Kosoff August 1973, through a trade transaction. 

A Final 1870 $3 

687 1870 AU-58 PL. Another truly beautiful example of this ver 

elusive $3 date. 

Dies as preceding, but an earlier state, without bulge. The isolated leaf i 

present, as it may be on all impressions. 

Purchased from Superior Galleries, February, 1973, Lot 304. 

(2X photo) 

685 1870 MS-64 (PCGS). A beautiful specimen with so much Proof sur¬ 

face in the field that many cataloguers, particularly decades ago, 

would have called this a Proof striking, and, indeed, perhaps it 

was a presentation piece of some kind. Reflective of this, Breen 

has written, “some Uncirculated pieces are deceptively prooflike.” 

The low business strike mintage for this year—only 3,500- 

plus the beautiful appearance of the present specimen com¬ 

bine to yield a coin that will deservedly attract quite a bit of at¬ 

tention when it crosses the auction block. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

In his notes Harry' Bass observed that the same obverse die was used to 

strike $3 pieces the year before, 1869. 

On the reverse, the date logotype is placed higher on business strikes than 

on Proofs, providing handy distinguishing characteristics, as the reverse die 

itself quite resembles a Proof, as noted earlier. The prooflike character may 

have been caused by relapping, as certain low-relief details are weak, this 

being particularly true of the thin leaf to the left of the date. Under magnifi¬ 

cation some raised die finish lines can be seen. In today’s era, few collectors 

endeavor to acquire $3 pieces by die varieties, and even if they did, the op¬ 

portunities available to Harry Bass arc not available now. However, it is in¬ 

teresting to make notes of such varieties when they are observed. 

Purchased from Fred Sweeney, September 18, 1972. 
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World Class 1871 $3 

Superb Gem MS-66 

(2X photo) 

1871 MS-66 (PCGS). Highly prooflike. An incredible, almost 

unbelievable specimen—ranking as one of the very finest in ex¬ 

istence of any business strike $3 of this era. 

In the present instance, the 1871 is of remarkably low mint¬ 

age, as only 1,300 were struck. Of that number, probably fewer 

than 100 survive today most of which are in EF to AU. There 

was no numismatic interest in preserving business strikes, as 

collectors purchased Proofs. 
We suggest that all caution be discarded when bidding on 

this piece, as it may be a long time, if ever, before another op¬ 

portunity is offered. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Date deeply punched and low on the die. 

Purchased from Colonial Coins, August 8, 1972. 

Key 1872 $3 Gold 

1872 AU-55. A splendid example with a warm golden colora¬ 

tion. The 1872, with a mintage of only 2,000, is one of the key 

rarities of its era. Relatively few survive. Of those, most cannot 

match the combination of grade and aesthetic quality offered 

here. A tiny planchet lamination is seen on the jaw of Miss Lib¬ 

erty. 
Date logotype high on the die, closer to the word DOLLARS than usual. 

Some finish lines may be seen. 

From our sale of the Austin Collection, June 1974, Lot 10— 

Highly Important 1873 $3! 

Closed 3 Business Strike 

A Key to the Series 

690 1873 Closed 3. MS-62 (PCGS). Highly prooflike, closely re¬ 

sembling a Proof, and no doubt apt to be called a Proof by 

some—without serious argument. The finer of two beautiful 

pieces of this date offered in the present sale. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Dies normal (not deeply dished). From the same dies as the following lot. 

The mintage figure is not known, but is probably only a handful of pieces. 

Walter Breen comments; “most survivors are VF to EF none seen Uncircu¬ 

lated. Proofs are very rare.” 

According to the same writer, in late autumn 1872 dies with the closed 3 

were prepared. Unfortunately, few records were kept concerning the actual 

production of 1873 $3 pieces, which today exist in several varieties, open 

and closed 3, and with field variations within those varieties. Concerning the 

presently offered variety, Breen says: “Paradoxically, closed 3’s are known, 

rarely in Proof state, usually in F to EF grades; there is no Mint record of 

their coinage, and as some of these pieces have obverse dies identified as 

dating from 1879, they have been characterized as restrikes. However, pres¬ 

ervation of other closed 3’s does not permit positive identification ol theii 

obverse dies with coins of any other date, and the suggestion has lately been 

advanced that these latter may represent a delivery of a few hundred origi¬ 

nal 1873’s probably in January, mostly for circulation, omitted from Mint 

records in error. On the other hand, some Proof restrikes of 1873 are raret 

than originals, most notably the ‘dished coins, which have the appeal ance 

of convex obverse and concave reverse.” 

The entire matter suggests that further study is needed. As it may be a 

possible interest, we give below our commentary relating to 18/3 $3 pieces 

as printed in our catalogue of the Eliasberg Collection, October 1982 under 

Lot 299. Today, in 1999, the state of the art has not changed measurably, 

and further study is still suggested. 

Meanwhile, the 1873 continues to stand tall and proud as one of the great 

rarities in the $3 series, as a date being third in line after the 1875 (just 20 

struck) and 1876 (45). Accordingly, the present coin, very attractive and very 

rare, should engender substantial notice as it crosses the block. Below we 

reprint some comments from our Eliasberg Collection catalogue of 1982. 

which are still relevant today. 

Among various $3 pieces, the 1873 is the third rarest Philadelphia Mint 

date, on the heels of the 1875 and 1876. The appearance of this specimen at 

auction is always an important occasion, and the offering of two pieces in 

the present sale is all the more remarkable. 

Excerpted from our Eliasberg Catalogue 

In general, Walter Breen, building on research conducted by Harry X 

Booscl, believes that 1873 issues with Open 3 are “original” coins and those 

with Closed 3 are “restrikes.” However, the distinction is not clear, for ap¬ 

parently certain of the Open 3 issues were restruck at a later date. 

David Akers takes an opposing view and, to condense his detailed com¬ 

ments, notes in conclusion that “it is indeed possible, and in fact it is my 

opinion, that all 1873 $3 gold pieces were minted in 18/3. 

The situation is complex. The Mint lists a production figure of 25 ex¬ 

amples struck of the 1873 $3 issue, all Proofs. No pieces were reported for 

circulation. Taken alone, such a production figure would place the 1873 $3 

as one of the greatest of all American coin rarities. However, from surveys 

of existing collections, auction offerings, and other appearances in the nu¬ 

mismatic marketplace, it is apparent that more than 25 pieces exist today. 

David Akers traces the auction appearances of 75 pieces. Allowing tor dupli¬ 

cate offerings of the same coin, this still would indicate an original mintage 

of more than 25, especially if one considers that pieces impounded in muse¬ 

ums, coins which have not traded hands in the past half century, are not in¬ 

cluded in his survey. Walter Breen estimates the total population of 1873 S3 

issues at slightly over 70 pieces. 

David Akers further cites the opinion of I lai n Bass, the well-known 1 exas 

gold specialist, concerning the 1873 Glosed 3 $3 piece with the "dished" ap¬ 

pearance—the precise variety offered for sale now: 

“One variety of the 1873 Glosed 3 $3 gold piece is markedh 'dished, that 

is, it has a convex obverse and a concave reverse. This vai iet\ is the sm ailed 
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‘dished restrike.’ However, Harry Bass claims that the dished pieces are in 

fact, the true ‘originals.’ I [David Akers] feel that these dished pieces are 

merely the Proofs with the Closed 3, whereas the other Closed 3 pieces are 

business strikes. Therefore, since both were, in my opinion, minted in 1873, 

both can lay legitimate claim to being ‘originals.’ The two Proofs listed be¬ 

low [in David Akers’ enumeration of auction appearances] were both the 

dished variety which, by the way, is the rarest of the 1873 $3 gold piece vari¬ 

eties.” 

Using the information printed by David Akers, the coin offered here gains 

the status of not only being an original but, further, being the rarest and 

consequently the most desirable variety among the originals! 

What probably happened is this: 1873 was a time of interesting produc¬ 

tions at the Mint. Special pieces were often made up for private and unoffi¬ 

cial sale to collectors. Indeed, from about 1858 until the mid-1880s there 

were many “fancy pieces” produced. In 1873 25 Proof $3 pieces were pro¬ 

duced for sale to collectors. Sometime in the same year it developed that 

there was no government request for business strikes. Officials at the Mint 

realized that a Proof rarity had been created, a coin which would stand out 

in the series as a "Proof only” issue. Accordingly, additional pieces were 

made. Whether these were made during the calendar year 1873 or shortly 

thereafter is not know. In the present writer’s opinion they were not made 

significantly later. If they were made in 1874, rather than in 1873, this is not 

a "big deal" numismatically. It is to be remembered that nearly all of the 

1879-datecl Flowing Hair $4 Stella issues were in fact produced during the 

following year, 1880. This was done openly, and was not considered to be an 

abnormal practice. It is entirely possible that later in 1873, or sometime in 

1874, an additional quantity, perhaps 100 or 200 hundred pieces, of 1873 $3 

pieces left the dies. Complicating the equation is the fact that numerous 

specimens known today show extensive signs of circulation. In fact, far 

more worn coins have appeared in sales over the years than have Proofs! 

The “Uncirculated” or “frosty” surface. Rather, even slightly worn ones 

seem to have been struck as Proofs. Still there is the possibility that 1873 $3 

pieces were indeed produced for circulation. David Akers believes that of all 

of the Closed 3 issues he describes as having appeared in auctions, 45 in all, 

just two were Proofs, and these were of the dished variety. The others were 

described as “Uncirculated,” “AU,” or lesser grades. If indeed the “Uncircu¬ 

lated” and “AU” coins possess mint frost—and the present writer has not 

examined them—then it seems logical that pieces were indeed made for pur¬ 

poses of commerce. 

Going further with the information given by David Akers, he lists the auc¬ 

tion appearances of two Proofs with Closed 3 from dished dies, seven 

Proofs of the Open 3 variety, and 10 Proofs which the auction cataloguers 

did not identify. Presumably most of these 10 were of the Open 3 type. This 

is a total of 19 auction appearances. Including duplicate appearances of the 

same coin, this might net to say, 10 or 12 different Proof 1873 $3 pieces. If 

this is indeed the case, then the original Proof mintage of 25 pieces might be 

correct. Under this reasoning, it would be logical to believe that the true 

situation was that 25 Proofs were made and that business strikes of an un¬ 

known quantity were also produced. It could be assumed that perhaps a 

couple hundred or so business strikes were issued. Why weren’t they listed 

in the Mint report? They may have been omitted due to an error or over¬ 

sight. There are numerous other instances of this happening. For example, 

neither the 1827 quarter nor the 1841 quarter eagle, two well-known rarities 

in other series, are listed in the Mint report. And, who’s to say that any Mint 

report from the 19th century is precisely accurate? Compounding the mys¬ 

tery is the absence of coins with lustrous or frosty surfaces characteristic of 

business strikes... 

From Stack's Auction '85 sale, July 1985, Lot 1899. 

Famous 1873 $3 Rarity 

Closed 3 

691 1873 Closed 3. AU-58 (PCGS). Attractive light yellow golc 

Prooflike surface still remains in protected areas, perhap 

struck from Proof dies. Fields normal (not deeply dished, th 

dished varieties being called restrikes by some). 

Another opportunity to compete for the third rarest Phil; 

delphia Mint coin in the $3 series, coming on the heels of th 

1875 and 1876. Taken on its own, an AU-58 1873 Closed 3j 

an impressive rarity and a very desirable piece, certainly onec 

the finest we have ever seen. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (Proof-65 finest). 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 106 

Frosty 1874 $3 

692 1874 MS-64 (PCGS). A frosty specimen, the inauguration ( 

several pleasing 1874 business strikes in the present sale. As \\ 

noted in the introduction to the $3 series, there are only thn 

dates that are relatively readily available in Mint State, the< 

being the 1854, 1874, and 1878. Of these, the most elusive 

the 1874. 

Date logotvpe large this year. On the present die the logotype is mo: 

deeply impressed at the right side than at the left side of the date. 

Purchased from Superior Galleries, February 1973. 

Another Splendid 1874 $3 

693 1874 MS-64 (PCGS). A splendid specimen with coruscatir 

frosty lustre on obverse and reverse, ideal for the date an 

grade. As the 1874 is one of the few issues later in the seri< 

that can be found in Mint State, the present piece is a canc 

date for a high-grade type set. However, the date specialist w 

not want to overlook it either for it is fine for this purpose; 

well. 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1975, Lot 530. 
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Prooflike 1874 $3 

1874 MS-62 (PCGS). Virtually fully prooflike. A splendid coin 

which at a quick glance appears to be a Proof. However, upon 

study it is more likely a business strike and, in fact, was classi- 

i fied by Harry Bass as such. The obverse and reverse are of at¬ 

tractive yellow gold. A very attractive coin which will merit en¬ 

thusiastic competition as it crosses the block. 

This may have been what could be called an inadvertent Proof. Upon close 

examination the dies clashed, in fact, virtually the entire outline of Miss 

Liberty’s face can be seen within the wreath on the reverse to the left. Per- 

( haps after this occurred, the pair of dies was removed from the coining 

press, lightly relapped and polished to remove nearly all the marks, and 

then used for coinage, (such procedure having precedents). Moreover, on 

i pieces recognized as Proofs, the date logotype is positioned very slightly to 

| the left of where it is on the present coin. 

From Stack's sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 

i 2223. 

Famous 1876 $3 Rarity 

Splendid Proof 

A Key to the Series 

(2X photo) 

1876 Proof-64 (PCGS). Rich yellow gold surfaces. A very nice 

example of this famous rarity. 
Mint records state that 45 Proof specimens were struck of 

the 1876 $3, without any related business strikes, thus isolating 

1876 as a “Proof-only” issue, with only the 1875 having similar 

status. For many years the 1876, along with the 1875 and to a 

lesser extent the 1873, have been considered the key Philadel¬ 

phia Mint issues of the series. 
Walter Breen estimated that 25 or 30 exist today, while David 

Akers in his study cited sale records for 45 pieces (a figure 

which includes duplicates listings of the same coin). It is our 

view that perhaps two dozen or so different specimens exist to¬ 

day. 
Walter Preens Encyclopedia of United States and Colonial Proof 

Coins 1722-1989 gives the following information: 

“The earlier issue, 20 specimens struck on February 10, per¬ 

fect dies; the 25 made on June 13 have slight traces of die rust 

in the feathers. Only the one variety seen (Harry Bass says 

there is another): obverse with two short parallel lines slanting 

down into lower part of left upright of I in LIBERTY, and a 

small curved line on neck paralleling second or lowest pro¬ 

truding curl (counting that below ear as first). Reverse: Date 

heavy and about centered, large knob logotype as on cents. 

Some 25 to 30 survive, but at least 7 or 8 are impaired. 

Virtually no differential has been made in auction offerings 

in print concerning die states, and thus it is not possible to 

know how many surviving pieces are from the unrusted dies 

and how many are from the rusted. Indeed, considering the 

extreme rarity of the 1876 date, probably no one other than 

Harry Bass would even dream of collecting them by die states! 

The present coin offers an ideal combination of rarity and 

outstanding eye appeal. 

Obverse die rusted in (he headdress, called a “restrike' by Harry Bass in 

his notes. He further observed that this was the first example he had seen of 

this die. No parallel lines are seen near the 1 of LIBERT T . but they may have 

existed on an earlier state. Interestingly, Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of U.S. 

and Colonial Coins, (published later than his Proof Encyclopedia), Breen men¬ 

tions nothing about unrusted or rusted dies, or anything else. On the othei 

hand, those dated 1875 arc divided into originals and restrikes. As is the 

case with the earlier-discussed 1873, much evidence yet remains to be gath¬ 

ered concerning the rare, 1873, 1875, and 1876 $3 pieces, how they wetc 

issued, when, and in what sequence. 

Regarding the rusted olwerse on the present piece, this would seem to be 

irrelevant with regard to any issue of restrike versus original, as the obverse 

is undated and it would seem to have been an easy matter to have taken an 

unrusted die had restrikes been made. In other words, there is no reason 

why a particular obverse would have been saved from 1875 and used yeats 

later to make restrikes, when years later another obverse could have been 

used. This element remains somewhat of a mystery'. 

The reverse shows no significant sign of rust. Whether there are addi¬ 

tional die states of the reverse the writer does not know. 

From Slack's sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 109. 

Landmark 1877 $3 

Prooflike Cameo 

(2X photo) 

696 1877 MS-64 (PCGS). A prooflike cameo, a glittering beauty. 

Only 1,468 pieces were struck making this one of the lowest 

mintage issues in the entire series. The present coin, combin¬ 

ing high grade and excellent aesthetic aspects, will attract wide 

attention when it crosses the auction block. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Breen notes that business strikes are from two obverse dies and a single- 

reverse die, but does not describe the obverse die differences. 

Purchased from Stan Kesselman, July 1974. 
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Frosty 1878 $3 Superb Gem 1880 $3 

Type Set Candidate Mintage: Just 1,000 Pieces 

697 1878 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty, as this date is usually 

seen. Among later issues this has the highest mintage, some 

82,304 business strikes. Thus, the present piece is an ideal can¬ 

didate for a high-quality type set. 

On the reverse the date is ever so slightly repunched, with extra material 

seen under high magnification within the upper loops of both 8s. Water Breen 

says that there were three business strikes with “normal” date made this year 

and one “overdate,” specific details not delineated. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello sale. May 1970, lot 778. 

Memorable 1879 $3 

Prooflike Gem 

(2X photo) 

698 1879 MS-65 (PCGS). Lustrous, somewhat prooflike surfaces. 

Sharply struck and very beautiful. A “showpiece” quality ex¬ 

ample of this popular date. 

The business strike mintage of the 1879 $3 amounted to just 

3,000, making it one of the lower figures in the series. How¬ 

ever, beginning in this year there was some speculative atten¬ 

tion paid to the $3 denominations (more particularly to the $ 1 

denomination, however) and more specimens were saved than 

would have otherwise been the case. By way of comparison, 

the 1863 $3, with 5,000 business strikes made, is much rarer in 

gem preservation than the 1879 with just 3,000. Some discus¬ 

sion of the method of distribution and rarity is given in the in¬ 

troduction to the present denomination. 

Over the years the 1879 has been very popular, the low-mint¬ 

age figure attracting many buyers. While gems such as this are 

not absolute rarities, the demand for gold coins is so wide¬ 

spread that whenever a new one comes on the market there is 
a great demand for it. 

From Superior’s sale of December 1972, Lot 1917. 

(2X photo) 

699 1880 MS-66 (PCGS). A superb gem specimen, lustrous an 

frosty with some prooflike aspects—one of the finest spec 

mens we have ever seen of this popular low-mintage date. 

The demand for the 1880 is perennial, and with the qualii 

just described, this coin will no doubt engender a gre; 

amount of interest. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 703. 

Key 1881 $3 Gold 

Mintage: Only 500 Pieces! 

700 1881 MS-63 (PCGS). Somewhat prooflike. 

Business strikes, delivered on June 4, exist “mostly in lo 

grades” (per Breen) for reasons not clearly known. Howeve 

one might suspect that members of the public who enjoye 

buying $3 coins during the mini-speculation in this series soc 

tired of their holdings, and the coins were mishandled. T1 

net result is that we have in the 1883 $3 a date that not onlyh; 

an incredible, almost believable low* business strike produ 

tion, but a very small population of extant Mint State piece 

Thus, the Bass Collection specimen is exceedingly importan 

We expect much interest when this piece crosses the auctic 

block. 

PCGS Population: 4; 4 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Date logotype heavily impressed into the die, somewhat more deeply 

the top than at the bottom. 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1971, Lot 1028. 
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Prooflike 1882 $3 

1882 MS-64 (PCGS). Prooflike surfaces, closely resembling a 

full Proof. A very attractive example, one of the finest seen. 

Indeed, this piece could easily be assigned a higher grade, in 

our opinion. 

Date logotype lightly repunchcd, with vestige of earlier, higher 2 above 

the final digit. Years ago, before studying the subject carefully, we felt that 

the 1882 $3 was made by using a three-digit logotype, 188, and then adding 

the 2 (or other digit on other dates) as appropriate. However, it is our cur¬ 

rent belief that a four-digit logotype was used, that one end of the logotype 

punch touched the die and was impressed, creating the artifact just men¬ 

tioned. As observed elsewhere in the present catalogue, the field of caieful 

technical research relating to 19th-century die making, logotype piepaia- 

tion, and minting procedures is still an area offering many research and 

study possibilities. Already, more has appeared in print in the past 25 years 

in various journals and books than in the preceding 100 years. 

Purchased from N.K.S., October 9, 1970. 

Proof 1884 $3 

Key Date 

1884 Proof-62 (PCGS). Considered by Harry Bass to be a busi¬ 

ness strike, and marked by him “rarest business strike in the 

1880s.” Lovely light golden surfaces. Some scattered marks on 

mirrorlike fields, particularly on the obverse, account for the 

62 designation. 
As has been noted elsewhere in this catalogue, delineation as to what is a 

Proof gold coin as opposed to prooflike business strike is not clear, and in 

some instances conventional wisdom needs to be modified. John 

Dannreuther is currently studying the $1 gold series in this regard, and no 

doubt some of his findings will have counterparts in the $3 series. Hairy 

Bass identified this as a business strike by the tiniest of tiny markers, a little 

“spine” or “spur” hidden in the dentil spaces high above AT (STATES). 

On the reverse the date is deeply punched into the dies. The 8 and 4 

touch. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 319. 

Prooflike 1883 $3 

Mintage: 900 Pieces 

1883 MS-64 (PCGS). Highly prooflike. A splendid specimen 

which many may attribute as a full Proof. The mintage of 900 

pieces adds to the appeal of this gorgeous coin. 

Harry Bass notes that the obverse of this piece was also used to strike 

Proofs of the 1881 $3. 

Purchased from Bonanza Coins, March 5, 1973. 

Gem 1885 $3 Rarity 

Mintage: Just 800 

(2X photo) 

704 1885 MS-65 (PCGS). Somewhat lustrous, but more notably 

with a prooflike surface. A splendid example of this low-mint¬ 

age date. Again, here is a numismatic attraction, a landmark. 

PCGS Population: 9; 5 finer (MS-66 finest). 

Date logotype impressed into working die at medium depth. Business 

strikes were produced in March of the year. 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 
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Important Proof 1886 $3 

(2X photo) 

705 1886 Proof-64 (PCGS). Considered to he a prooflike business 

strike by Harry W. Bass, Jr. You can “pay your money and take 

your pick"—the jury is out on exactly what constitutes a Proof 

and what does not from $1 and $3 coins of this era, as noted. 

In the present instance, PCGS considers this to be a Proof, 

and as such it is one of only 142 pieces struck. On the other 

hand, if you agree with Harry Bass and consider this to be a 

business strike, it is one of 1,000 pieces struck. 

Either way, the 1886 is a highly important, much sought after 

date. This and all other $3 pieces of the era are greatly prized, 

and justifiable so. 

Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonials Coins refers read¬ 

ers to his Proof work for the “stigmata” (seems to be a misadaptation of a 

religious term) describing Proofs, of which Breen considers there to be two 

varieties. These are as follows: 

B-l: Upright of 1 below the right curves of O (DOLLARS). 

B-2: Upright ot 1 between OL. Date seems to slant down slightly. The dies 

of the 1,000 business strikes (including, alas, some deceptive first strikes) 

plus a minority of Proofs. 

Again, there is no clear delineation. The point is perhaps moot—no doubt 

it will stay snug in its PCGS holder and will by virtue of this become a Proof. 

From Pine Tree Rare Coin Auctions’ sale of September 1973, Lot 
470. 

Gorgeous Proof 1887 $3 

Misaligned Dies 

(2X photo) 

706 1887 Proof-64 (PCGS). A splendid Proof, not at all equivocj 

Obverse and reverse dies aligned in the same direction. Rk 

golden Proof surfaces. A truly splendid specimen, one th; 

combines rarity with a generous measure of eye appeal. 

Although 160 Proofs were struck, it is our opinion that tl 

majority of these went to speculators, with the result that on< 

the novelty of ownership passed, such pieces became dar 

aged. Today the Proof population is probably no more than 1 

pieces. Breen suggests over 30 with just a few of these heir 

with the erroneous die alignment. 

Purchased from Superior, March 8, 1978. 

Another Splendid Proof 1887 $3 

Correctly Aligned Dies 

(2X photo) 

707 1887 Proof-64 (PCGS). Another specimen, rich gold similar t 

the preceding. Dies aligned normally. 

Purchased from Stack’s, November 1, 1985. 
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Remarkable 1887 $3 

MS-65 Business Strike 

(2X photo) 

1887 MS-65 (PCGS). A business strike of remarkable quality, 

brilliant with much mint lustre, and no prooflike surface. A 

splendid example of a quality seldom seen. 
The business strike production this year amounted to 6,000, 

many of which went to investors and speculators. However, 

most of these became lost, and today we estimate the popula¬ 

tion to be in the range of 1,000 to 1,500 pieces, or perhaps, a 

quarter of the mintage figure. 
The present coin, of exquisite beauty, will satisfy the date 

specialist as well as the type collector. 

This is Breen’s Double Die Obverse, No 6401. Some doubling is seen on 

the obverse letters, particularly to the right. 

Purchased from Superior, March 1978. 

Superb Gem 1888 $3 

(2X photo) 

709 1888 MS-66 (PCGS). Lustrous and frosty with satiny surfaces, 

no prooflike character. An absolutely wonderful business 

strike, one that will be exciting even to the specialist who has 

seen just about everything. 
Only 5,000 business strikes were made this year, and of that 

number just a handful compare in quality to the piece offered 

here. 
From Quality Sales’auction of the Beck Collection, February 1976, 

Lot 330. 

Beautiful 1889 $3 

Final Issue 

710 1889 MS-64 (PCGS). Deeply frosty and lustrous, a truly superb 

specimen of the last year of the denomination. 1 he high giade 

plus stunning visual appeal of this coin combine to yield yet 

another numismatic prize. 
In his notes Harry Bass observed that on this die the second 8 of the date 

is to the left of center over the right bow loop. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 953. 
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HALF EAGLES 1795 ONWARD 
The Bass Collection $5 Gold Half Eagles 

A Memorable Offering 

The present catalogue includes many $5 gold half eagles from 

the first date of issue, 1795, through the next several decades, 

although one of each die variety in the 1795-1834 range has 

been retained by the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation. 

In his time of collecting, Harry often acquired multiples, a situ¬ 

ation which has many benefits to bidders today. 

Among Classic Head and Liberty Head half eagles 1834 on¬ 

ward, the present sale offers the creme cle la creme of business 

strikes, among which will be found many Condition Census 

and finest known examples gathered in the three decades of 

Harry Bass' connoisseurship. In many instances it is unlikely 

that comparable specimens will be offered at auction anytime 

in the near future, and for some, quite possibly not in your 

lifetime. Although our Part III sale will emphasize $5 Proofs, 

many pieces of extraordinary rarity and importance are of¬ 

fered here. Harry Bass' interest in the series ended with the last 

year of the Liberty Head coins in 1908. The 1908-1929 Indian 

Head coins, which offered no variations in date logotype loca¬ 

tions, were acquired only casually. 

All tolcl, the combination of depth and breadth of $5 gold 

coins, especially among issues of the 1834-1908 period, in this 

and our next sale, is unprecedented in numismatics. 

The offering of early half eagles in the Bass Collection, be¬ 

ginning in 1795 and extending for the next several decades, is 

one of the most important and extensive ever to be showcased 

at auction. 

Numismatic Notes 
Gold half eagles were made in nine major design types, or 

even more if star positions are noted among the earlier issues. 

The standard type divisions, as widely collected today, are given 

below, along with commentaries. 

Type I 

1795-1798 Capped Bust to Right, Small Eagle 

Although the Mint Act of April 2, 1792, provided for a gold 

half eagle of 135 grains weight, along with other denomina¬ 

tions, coinage of gold did not commence until 1795, for the 

chief coiner and assayer were required to post personal bonds 

in the amount of $10,000 each before handling precious met¬ 

als. When the Mint first produced coins for circulation in 1793 

(copper cents and half cents), these requirements had not been 

met. By 1795 the bonds had been reduced in amount consid¬ 

erably, the chief coiner and assayer had fulfilled them, and 

gold coinage commenced. 

Around May of the same year, David Rittenhouse, director 

of the Mint, assigned engraver Robert Scot to produce half 

eagle dies. Rittenhouse left the Mint at the end of June and was 

replaced by Henry William DeSaussure, who ordered that gold 

coin production should begin. On July 31st, 744 half eagles 

were delivered, followed by subsequent amounts through Se 

tember, totaling 8,707 pieces for the year. 

Believed to have been designed by Robert Scot, the 17 

half eagle is of the design designated by collectors today as t 

Capped Bust to Right obverse with Small Eagle reverse. Coj 

measure 25mm in diameter, a standard width employed f 

the denomination until 1829. 

The obverse depicts Miss Liberty, wearing a cloth cap, facii 

right, with LIBERTY to the right above and the date belo 

The star count arrangement is typically 10 to the left and fi 

to the right, but one variety of 1797 has 16 stars arranged, 

to the left and five to the right. 

The Small Eagle reverse motif apparently was taken froir 

first century BC Roman onyx cameo depicting an eag 

perched on a palm branch, his wings outstretched, holdii 

aloft a circular wreath in his beak. The inscription UNITE 

ST ATES Of' AMERICA surrounds. There is no mark or im 

cation of value on the piece. At the time, gold coins were v 

ued in the channels of commerce by their weight and metal 

content. 

The coinage of 8,707 half eagles with the 1795 date was; 

complished by using numerous dies, including at least nine ] 

verses with the small eagle motif alone. Throughout the ne 

several decades, interesting die varieties were produced, i 

eluding overdates, recut letters, and differences in date si 

and position. Harry Bass found die varieties of early $5 coi 

to be especially interesting. The forthcoming sylloge or m 

seum-style catalogue being prepared for the Harry W. Bass, 

Research Foundation will include much historical, technic 

and numismatic information relating to these issues. 

Examples of the Capped Bust to Right obverse, Small Ea^ 

reverse design type were produced from 1795 through 175 

with the last year being a major rarity in the series—a coin 

which fewer than a dozen are known to exist. The span of tl 

design yielded a business strike mintage estimated by Walt 

Breen as 18,512 coins. 

Today, several hundred examples survive from this modi 

coinage, no doubt a population somewhere in the range of s< 

eral hundred coins spread over four dates. Most bear the da 

1795. In absolute terms, all coins of this design are rare. 

The typically encountered grade range for a half eagle of tl 

era is VF to EF, with AU pieces coming on the market oct 

sionally. AU and Uncirculated coins, especially those of 175 

often possess prooflike surfaces. 

Type II 

1795-1807 Capped Bust to Right, Heraldic Eagle 

About 1798 the new Heraldic Eagle reverse was first ei 

ployed for the $5 denomination. An eagle at the center, with 

shield on its breast, holds arrows and an olive branch in its t 

ons and a ribbon lettered E PLURIBUS UNUM in its bea 

Above is a galaxy of stars and an arc of clouds. The inscriptk 

UNIT ED STATES OF AMERICA surrounds. There is no ma 

or indication of value. 
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lapted from the Great Seal of the United States, the He- 

c Eagle design was first used on the gold $2.50 of 1796, 

■ extending to (in denomination order) the half dime 

0), dime (1798), quarter dollar (1804), half dollar (1801), 

r dollar (1798), and $10 (1797). The motif is traditionally 

Duted to Robert Scot. Few records exist concerning which 

avers produced various dies, and today’s attributions are 

a educated guesses. 

om 1798 through 1807, coinage of the Heraldic Eagle re- 

e style was continued. Many different die varieties were 

luced, including several overdates. At the time it was the 

t’s practice to keep earlier-dated dies on hand until they 

e no longer fit for service. It is believed that in 1798 the 

it combined the new Heraldic Eagle reverse with obverse 

dated 1795 and 1797, thus producing earlier-dated 

es. 

ae business strike mintage total for the type is 316,867. 

lough there are some rarities in the 1795-1807 span of 

type, enough examples survive of most issues from 

8 through 1807 that the numismatist will have no dif- 

lty acquiring a representative “type” specimen in Very 

e to AU preservation. Uncirculated coins come on the 

ket occasionally and typically have frosty (rather than 

oflike) surfaces. 

Type III 

1807-1812 Capped Draped Bust Left 

i 1807, following the coinage of some of the old-style 

ces, John Reich redesigned the half eagle. The new style is 

forerunner of that adopted a year latei foi the quaitei 

le. The obverse depicts Miss Liberty facing left, wearing a 

(h cap inscribed LIBERT Y, with seven stais to the left and 

'to the right. 

he reverse shows an eagle perched on a palm branch, hold- 

three arrows, with the motto E PLURIBUS L NUM on a 

bon or band above. The legend UNI I ED STATES Of 

IERICA, 5 D. surrounds. 

his new format was continued through 1812. The biief 

m of this design yielded a coinage estimated at 399,013 

sees. 

Uthough there are some scarce die varieties within the 1807- 

12 years, there are no rare dates. The type set collector can 

>ose from virtually any date desired. Specimens are available 

ill grades, with Very Fine to AU coins appearing on the mar- 

with some frequency, (relatively speaking, of course). Mint 

ite examples are offered now and then and, if choice in ap- 

arance, are highly prized. These typically have frosty rather 

in prooflike surfaces. 

Type IV 

813-1829 Capped Head Left, Large Diameter 

813 John Reich modified his design. The portrait was 

ed to eliminate the bosom and drapery, the stars were 

nged to completely encircle the head, save for the date 

position, and other obverse and reverse details were altered. 

From 1813 to 1829 half eagles were minted with a diameter 

of 25mm. In 1829 the diameter was reduced to 22.5mm and 

certain other modifications occurred, under the direction of 

William Kneass. Technically speaking, the 1829-1834 leduct d- 

diameter format can be considered a separate type, but as half 

eagles of this era are exceedingly rare, most numismatists have 

been content to consider the span 1813-1834 as a single de¬ 

sign. For the entire date span 1813-1834 ol these two types, 

business strike mintage is estimated as 1,385,612 coins, from 

time to time, Proofs were struck for special purposes, but mint¬ 

age records of such pieces were not kept. Only a few dozen 

exist today. 

Of the half eagles minted from 1813 to 1829, probably no 

more than a thousand or two coins exist today, this being but 

a tiny fraction of the original mintage. Of the half eagles 

minted from 1829 to 1834 (discussed below under Type V), 

probably only a few hundred exist. 

While many issues were minted in generous quantities dur¬ 

ing this era, today most varieties are exceedingly rare. 1 he 

most famous issue, the 1822, of which just three specimens are 

known to exist, was minted to the extent of 17,796 pieces, a 

figure greater than the 14,485 recorded for 1823, of which 

dozens of examples are known! 

The reason for the rarity of half eagles of this style lies not 

with any mintage figure, but, rather, with what happened to 

the coins after they were struck and the relationship of gold 

and silver prices in the world market. At the time, fleshly 

minted gold coins, if melted, were worth more in bullion 

value than face value. It is an interesting and perhaps numis- 

matically unpublished fact that after the War ol 1812 ended 

(December 24, 1814; 1814 was the date of the peace treaty, 

but it effectively ended early in 1815), the Philadelphia Mint 

itself was paying a premium to buy its earlier-dated $5 gold 

coins! Somewhat similar to the situation that would occur 

years later (1793-1878) with trade dollars, gold coins were 

produced only upon request from bullion depositors. Latei 

issues never circulated at par. Many if not most weie simply 

used as “trade” coins, later melted, or shipped overseas. To 

rectify this untenable situation and to permit gold coins to 

circulate at par in America, Congress lowered the autho¬ 

rized weight of gold coins through the Act of June 28, 1834, 

but not before virtually the entire production of half eagles 

of the early years passed into the hands of speculators and 

bullion dealers. 

Although mintages were fairly generous for many half eagles 

from 1813 through 1829, nearly all of the issues in this span 

are great rarities today, this being especially true of the dates 

in the 1820s. 

The type set collector will have the best luck and the best use 

of his money if an issue such as 1813, 1814/3, 1818, or 1820 

is selected, none of which will be inexpensive, but other issues 

are apt to be much more costly. The half eagle ol the 1813- 

1829 design type is one of the highlights of a type set of earh 

American gold coins. 
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Type V 

1829-1834 Capped Head Left, Small Diameter 

In 1829 the portrait on the half eagle was modified slightly 

by Chief Engraver William Kneass, and the diameter was re¬ 

duced to 22.5mm. From that point forward half eagles were 

struck with beaded borders and with a closed collar. The for¬ 

mat was continued from 1829 through the summer of 1834. As 

is the case with half eagles of the decade earlier, the issues 

minted from 1829 through 1834 are exceedingly rare. Prob¬ 

ably no more than a few hundred exist today. 

A general discussion of Type V is given above under Type IV. 

Type VI 

1834-1838 Classic Head 

In summer 1834 the $5 denomination was redesigned by 

William Kneass, who created what is now known today as the 
Classic Head style. 

The new 1834 issue is similar in design to the quarter eagle 

of the same date. The obverse depicts the head of Miss Liberty 

facing left, her hair secured by a band inscribed LIBERTY, 

with stars circling her head, and with the date below. 

The reverse shows an eagle with a shield on its breast, 

perched on an olive branch and holding three arrows. The 

inscription UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 5 D. sur¬ 

rounds. The motto E PLL RIBL S UNUM, used earlier, was 
discontinued. 

The authorized format was reduced from 135 grains to 129 

grains via the Act of June 28, 1834. This was put into effect 

on August 2, 1834, and coins struck on and after that date 

were of the new light weight. The strategy proved successful; 

it was no longer profitable to melt or export coins for bullion, 

and gold coins circulated at par for the first time since the War 
of 1812. 

From 1834 through 1838 large quantities were produced, 

with bullion supplied from gold production in North Carolina 

and Georgia and by gold shipments received from France as 

an indemnity for spoliation against American commerce dur¬ 

ing the Napoleonic Wars. Most of the mintage was accom¬ 

plished at Philadelphia. In 1838, the branch mints at Charlotte 

and Dahlonega produced coins for the first time. Such mint- 
marked pieces are rare today. 

The total business strike mintage of the Classic Head type 

totaled 2,113,612 coins. In addition, a few dozen Proofs were 

made for presentation and display. 

The type set collector can readily obtain examples of Phila¬ 

delphia issues in this span in grades from Very Fine to Ex¬ 

tremely Fine. AU coins are scarce, Uncirculated pieces are 

elusive, and superb Uncirculated coins are very rare. Most ex¬ 

amples are not sharply struck on the higher parts of the ob¬ 

verse. 

For the die variety collector, forming a specialized cabinet of 

Classic Head half eagles (this comment extends to quarter 

eagles as well) can be a fascinating challenge. Very few coins on 

the market are attributed by minute die varieties, but are sold 

by date and, for 1838, mintmark as appropriate. Underm 

nification there are many interesting variations including] 

punched dates and stars, differences in the positioning of c 

tain elements, and die cracks, the latter providing the opp 

trinity to trace the life of the die. 

Type VII 

1839-1866 Coronet Head, No Motto 

In 1839 the half eagle was redesigned by Christian Gobrec 

who had been associated with the Mint for a long time, a 

who in September 1835 had been hired full-time as second t 

graver, essentially taking over the work of Chief Engra\ 

William Kneass, who had been incapacitated by a stroke. 

The new style, variously called the Braided Hair, Coronet, 

Liberty Head motif, featured a small head of Miss Liberty wi 

her hair styled compactly, tied at the back with a string 

beads. She wears a coronet inscribed LIBERTY. Stars si 

round the border, and the date is below. The Liberty He 

motif by Gobrecht underwent several transitions, and a stu 

of the various forms as used on cents of 1839 (in particul; 

and $10 gold coins of 1838-9 can be quite fascinating. 

The new reverse by Gobrecht shows an eagle with a shie 

on its breast, perched on an olive branch and holding three; 

rows. The inscription UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, FP 
D. surrounds. 

Issues of 1839 and some of 1840 measure 22.5mm and a 

sometimes referred to as “broad mill pieces, whereas later 
sues measure 21.6mm. 

Coinage was accomplished at the Philadelphia Mint or 

continuous basis during the span of the Liberty Head desig 

Additional pieces were made from time to time at Charloti 

Dahlonega, New Orleans, and San Francisco. Business stri 

mintage totaled 9,114,049 coins, to which were added son 

what over 400 Proofs. 

In general, Charlotte and Dahlonega pieces are scarce in a 

grade, rare at the AU level, and are seldom seen in Mint Stai 

1 he prime rarity within the design is the 1854-S, struck di 

ing the first year of operation of the San Francisco Mint, a co 

of which just 268 were made and of which only three a 

known to exist today. Other San Francisco issues are genera 

scarce if in higher grades, and are extremely rare at the Mi 
State level. 

New Orleans half eagles range from readily available 

quite rare, with nearly all being in VF or EF grade, punct 

ated by an occasional AU. Mint State coins are great raritif 

I he Liberty Head half eagle coinage (considering tl 

present Type VII and the following Type VIII, the latter wi 

motto IN GOD WE TRLIST added) has a unique distinctic 

not accorded any other United States coin type or denomifl 

tion. Specimens were struck from time to time in each of tl 

seven different United States mints: Philadelphia, Carso 

City, Charlotte, Dahlonega, Denver, New Orleans, and St 
Francisco. 

1 he type set collector will have no problem acquiring one' 
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more plentiful Philadelphia Mint dates in any desired 

e from Very Fine through AU, with a typical grade en- 

ltered being Very Fine to Extremely Fine. Uncirculated 

is are scarce, and superb Uncirculated coins are very rare. 

)fs were made in limited quantities and are rarities. 

le specialist collector will delight in the Bass Collection of- 

ig, as it showcases many branch mint coins and other rari- 

in high grades, creating opportunities that in some in- 

ces will not be repeated for a long time, if ever. 

Type VIII 

1866-1908 Coronet Head, With Motto 

and $5 coins, unique in American coinage, featuied the lc tic i- 

ing incised or incuse, rather than raised, on the coin. I be op¬ 

posite of regular issues, the highest part of the new design was 

the Field and the lowest was the design itself. 

The new concept met with criticism, with Samuel Hudson 

Chapman, the well-known Philadelphia coin dealer, writing to 

Theodore Roosevelt to express a list of faults, including tin 

possibility for trapping dirt in the design recesses, problems 

with stacking, and irregularity of thickness. However, the pro¬ 

tests of Chapman and others went unheeded, and the Indian 

Head style with incuse features was never changed. Production 

continued on a yearly basis through 1916, then a gap ensued, 

and the final production of the design, and of the half eagle de- 

t 1866 the Coronet style was modified by adding the motto 

}OD WE TRUST on a ribbon above the eagle on the re- 

e. Apart from this, the motif with Liberty Head on the ob- 

e and perched eagle on the reverse is the same used in eai- 

years. Mintage of the with-motto style was continuous at 

Philadelphia Mint during the span indicated. Additional 

is were made at San Francisco, Carson City, New Orleans, 

, in 1906 and 1907, at the new Denver Mint. 

i the East and Midwest, gold coins did not circulate at par 

terms of paper money) from December 28, 1861, to De- 

iber 14, 1878. Thus, mintages at Philadelphia tended to be 

ill, very much so in certain years. San Francisco and Carson 

r half eagles circulated at face value during these years, as 

American West was operating on a different monetaiy 

is (with no federal paper money in general use until the 

Os). 

usiness strike mintages for the 1866-1908 half eagle type 

hied 51,503,654, and Proofs were made to the amount of 

38 specimens. The latter had a very low survival rate, with 

[baps no more than a third of the Proofs remaining today. 

' he type set collector has a wide choice of issues in this span, 

ins in grades from Very Fine to AU are readily encountered. 

certain dates Uncirculated pieces are plentiful as well, es- 

fcially for years of the early 20th century, thanks mainly to 

pments of large denomination American gold coins over¬ 

's beginning in a notable way circa 1880. Veats latei, man\ 

these pieces returned to the United States, to the delight of 

mismatists. 

Lperb Uncirculated coins are very elusive, as even coins 

aed in hoards were apt to be jostled about in bags. 1 loots 

re minted at Philadelphia and in each instance are rare. 

Type IX 

1908-1929 Indian Head 

late 1908 numismatists, accustomed to the Liberty Head 

n and unaware a change was in progress, were startled to 

of a radical new concept for the half eagle (and quarter 

.) coinage. At the suggestion of Dr. William Sturgis 

low, a Boston friend of President Theodore Roosevelt, 

•tor Bela Lyon Pratt, also of Boston, redesigned the mo- 

picture an Indian head on the obverse and, on the re- 

the side view of a perched eagle. The format of the $2.50 

nomination as well, occurred in 1929. 

Mintage was accomplished at Philadelphia from 1908 

through 1915 and again in 1929. Denver struck half eagles of 

this type from 1909 through 1911 and again in 1914. San Fran¬ 

cisco half eagles were made from 1908 through 1916. At New 

Orleans the Indian quarter eagle was struck in one year only, 

1909, the last year of operation of that minting facility. 

Business strike mintage of Indian Head hall eagles totaled 

14,078,066, while Proofs (of the Matte and Roman Finish 

styles) totaled 1,077. 

The availability of Indian Head half eagles to the type set col¬ 

lector is similar to that of related quarter eagles. Examples in 

grades from Very Fine to AU are easily obtained. L ncirculated 

pieces are scarce, and superb Uncirculated coins aie seldom 

seen. The rarity of upper echelon grades is explained by a char¬ 

acteristic of the coin’s surface. The field, being the highest 

part, quickly acquired marks and abrasions, even while stored 

in mint bags before being released into circulation. 

Collecting Considerations 

For many decades, half eagles were neglected by numisma¬ 

tists. At the turn of the 20th century, gold dollars were fairly 

popular with collectors, and $2.50 and $3 coins were acquired 

by perhaps a few dozen collectors. However, the larger de¬ 

nominations of $5, $10, and $20 were almost entirely ignored, 

save for pre-1834 issues of the $5 and $10. 

In 1893 in his treatise, Mint Marks, Augustus G. Heaton 

stated that he did not know of a single collector anywhere who 

was interested in acquiring Charlotte, Dahlonega, Carson C ity, 

or other branch mint coins in the Liberty Head series! Thus, 

if a half eagle happened to have a mintmark on it, that was 

fine, but few numismatists cared. In 1909, Edgar H. Adams, 

one of the most highly regarded numismatic writers and schol¬ 

ars of his era, published Adams Official Premium List of United 

States Private and Territorial Cold Coins. Virtually no attention 

was paid to Liberty Head $5, $10, and $20 coins, simply be¬ 

cause virtually no one collected them! 

In the 1930s a great interest developed in the acquisition of 

gold coins, and a number of important cabinets were formed. 

Such numismatists as Frederick C.C. Boyd, Louis E. Eliasberg, 

Sr., and Wayte Raymond—to give just a short list—aspired to at 

quire all denominations from $1 to $20 by date and mintmark. 

191 
DWKRS AND MERKNA 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

It was quickly discovered that many of the higher denomina¬ 

tions were virtually impossible to find in high grades, this be¬ 

ing especially true of dates prior to 1880. As a result, no one 

has ever assembled a full date and mintmark set of Mint State 

Liberty Head half eagles 1839-1908, and no one ever will, as 

certain varieties do not exist in this preservation. 

The formation of a circulated date and mint set of half eagles 

becomes a practical reality beginning with the Classic Head t) 

1834-1838, continuing through the Liberty Head 1839-1908 a 

Indian Head 1908-1929 designs. While the 1854-S is irnpossii 

and a handful of other varieties are very elusive, the majority 

dates and mints are eminently collectible. The interesting vaj 

tions among the dies are worthy of study and contemplatioi 
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Choice Mint State 1795 $5 

Exceptional Quality 

1795 Breen-6412, Breen-2C. Rarity-5. Small Eagle. MS-63 

(PCGS). A wonderful example in brilliant yellow gold, the ob¬ 

verse reflective with frosty lustre on reverse. Sharply struck and 

well centered with all design detail fully defined. 1 his is an ex¬ 

ceptional 1795 half eagle, a coin for the connoisseur. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (MS-65 finest). 

The obverse has extensive die rust and minor cracks. The reverse has a 

small patch of die rust at right top of F. 

These 1795 Small Eagle coins were the first half eagles struck by the Mint in 

Philadelphia. For many years, the half eagle would become the “workhorse 

gold denomination with mintages far outdistancing quarter eagles and issues 

continuing long after the eagle was discontinued in 1804. From the period 

between 1795 and 1834 (through the With Motto series), over 600,000 

ounces of gold were coined into half eagles, just under 76,000 ounces into 

eagles, and under 10,000 ounces into quarter eagles! The half eagles were, 

in fact, our nation’s first gold coins, struck prior to mintage of the eagles. As 

Breen noted: “[Mint Director Henry William] DeSaussure publicized the 

Mint’s readiness to coin deposits of gold, and on July 31 he proudly signed 

his first delivery warrant, authorizing the Coiner to transfer to the Treasurer 

of the Mint a batch of 744 half eagles.” This variety was classified by Breen as 

a “Wide Date” which he believed was one of the first to be coined. 

From our sale of February 1974, Lot 760. 
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Attractive 1795 Half Eagle Lovely 1795 Small Eagle $5 
Small Eagle Reverse S over D in STATES 

(2X photo) 

712 1795 Breen-6412, B-1B. Rarity-4. Small Eagle. AU-53 (PCGS). 

Light greenish yellow gold with very slightly reflective fields and 

considerable retained lustre. Very lightly abraded surfaces with 

a few other minor marks. A long, thin planchet lamination di¬ 

agonally bisects the reverse from 2:30 to 6:30. An important 

type collector’s coin, also ideal for date or variety collectors. 

This is the most readily available among all varieties of 1795 half 

eagles and probably one of the very first struck by our young 

Mint. 

While half eagle specialists will enjoy the present selection and 

will compete strongly, the ownership of a 1795 $5 piece can cer¬ 

tainly appeal to just about anyone—representing as it does the 

first American gold coin issue, a piece laden with history and 

romance. 

The obverse has a short die crack from the border to star 12. 

The 1795 Small Eagle coinage consisted of 12 different die varieties, a 

rather remarkable array considering the small reported mintage of just 8,707 

coins. With another 6,196 coins reported for 1796, it seems probable that 

many or most of these were dated 1795. Even if both mintages were dated 

1795, the total averages just 1,242 coins per die marriage 

From Pine Tree Rare Coin Auctions, March 1974, Lot 136. 

713 1795 Breen-6414, B-4D. Rarity-5. Small Eagle. STATES ov 

STATED. AU-55 (PCGS). Yerv light greenish yellow gold with 

whisper of dark orange toning. Very' sharply struck. A few lig 

hairlines are noted, however, the surfaces are quite choice, 

small planchet imperfection, no doubt as struck, is just right 

Liberty’s chin. A highly attractive example of this desirable bln 

clered die variety. The engraver punched a D instead of an S 

the final letter in STATES, then realizing his mistake, made tl 

appropriate correction. Perhaps he thought he was working < 

UNITED. Although certainly not a rare variety, the blunder 

reverse certainly adds intrigue and places this as one of the me 

popular early half eagle varieties. 

Several obverse and reverse border segments are elongated, especially u 

just left of the first A in AMERICA, which conunues to a point between 1 

base of F and A. A short crack from the obverse border joins left top of 

Another from border to left top of I returns to the border over right uprij 

of the same letter. Reverse is cracked from border to leaf left of U with i 

other crack crossing the first and extending to the tops of UNI. Another fa 
crack from the border to left top of adjacent T continues to top of E. 

From the 1970 ANA Sale, Rare Coin Company of America, Aug 

1970, Lot 1509. 
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Pleasing 1795 Small Eagle $5 

(2X photo) 

1795 Breen-6415, B-6E. Rarity-5+. Small Eagle. AU-55 (PCGS). 

Reflective bright yellow gold lustre about the periphery with or- 

! ange and lilac toning in the fields and light olive on the highest 

i points of devices. A very attractive example. Light adjustment 

marks at center of obverse are masked by the toning. Surpris¬ 

ingly choice surfaces. In his 1960s pamphlet covering early half 

; eagles, Walter Breen noted this to be the single most common 

! variety of 1795 half eagle. Quite frankly, our experience is dif¬ 

ferent. While we will not classify this variety as a rarity, it is cer- 

: tainly scarce. Since 1972, this is only the eighth time we have of¬ 

fered this variety for public auction sale. 

Very light obverse and reverse clash marks. 

From Mid-American Rare Coin Auctions, August 1991, Lot 392. 

Prooflike 1795 Small Eagle $5 

(2X photo) 

715 1795 Breen-6416, B-6G. Rarity-5. Small Eagle. MS-61 (PCGS). 

Sharply struck with all design definition bold. Reflective deep 

yellow gold lustre with a hint of very light green. Slight cameo 

contrast is noted. This is a lovely prooflike Mint State example 

of our first half eagle coinage. A few light hairlines are noted as 

well as minor contact marks and lint marks, the latter as struck. 

This is only the fourth appearance of this variety in any of our 

auctions, the other three all grading AU-50. A rare variety, prob¬ 

ably at the high end of Rarity-5. 

Perfect dies without clash marks or cracks. 

From Stack’s sale of the Barite Collection, October 1984, Lot 1110. 
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Outstanding 1795 Heraldic Eagle $5 

From the Bareford Collection 

A Classic Rarity 

(2X photo) 

716 1795 Breen-6423, B-7X. Rarity-5+. Heraldic Eagle. AU-58 

(PCGS). An exceptional example of this rarity with light green¬ 

ish gold lustre, reflective in nature, and accented hy pale orange 

toning. Delightful surfaces with only a few minor hairlines. 

Weak central obverse and reverse, otherwise, all details are 

boldly defined. A lilac toning spot behind the cap and below 

star 10 sen es as a pedigree marker. The fifth appearance of this 

variety in any of our public auctions since 1972, the only finer 

example being the MS-61 coin we offered last August in our 

Rarities Sale. This is the least rare variety of 1795 Heraldic 

Eagle $5.00 with possibly as many as 40 examples known. In 

the 1960s, Breen rated this as High Rarity-6, very nearly Rarity- 

7. More have been found in collections since then. 

It is not known just when these 1795-dated Heraldic Eagle 

coins were actually struck, however, most certainly either in 

1797 or 1798. The most likely scenario suggests that all 1795 

through 1798 Small Eagle coins were struck first, then the 

1795 and 1797 Heraldic Eagle coins were next, followed by 

1798 Heraldic Eagle issues. Further study of die states will help 

establish an emission sequence indicating the order that all 

varieties were struck. Perhaps a study of edge reeding will 

yield clues such as with the early eagles studied by Anthony 

Taraszka and discussed in his reference mentioned in the ap¬ 

propriate section of the present catalogue. 

For many years the 1795 Heraldic Eagle reverse half eagle 

has been a classic rarity, one of the most desired coins in the 

entire series. It stands proudly on its own as an elusive issue, 

but even more than that it represents the personification of a 

Mint technique in which earlier-dated dies were kept on hand 

and used later, if they w'ere still serviceable. For reasons such 

as this it is not at all possible to directly relate published mint¬ 

age figures (such as in the Guide Book) to the actual number of 

pieces struck bearing a given date. 

It seems that Mint practices regarding overdating dies were 

not consistent. Perhaps if a die had been made and annealed 

or hardened, it was not overdated. That would account for the 

present 1795 die not being overdated. On the other hand, if a 

die had been prepared with a date, but had not been hard¬ 

ened, it would have been an easy matter to have overpunched 

another date, than to have hardened the die for use. 

Extensive obverse and reverse die cracks. Obverse cracked from border at 

3:30 through star 13 to Liberty's lower lip. Another crack from the border 

at 10:30 just misses star 10 and continues through the cap into hair curls, 

eventually reaching the neck. The lower reverse die is shattered with several 

cracks through ICA, the branch, tail, arrows, and UN. A rim break joins 

tops of TE in UNITED. 

From Stack's sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 

151. Earlier from the Sotheby's sale of the King Faroak Collection, 

February 1954, Lot 226, via Abe Kosoff as agent. 
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Wonderful 1796/5 Small Eagle $5 

(2X photo) 

1796/5 Breen-6418, B-9I. Rarity-4. Overdate. AU-53 (PCGS). 

Deep green-gold with almost imperceptible traces of orange 

toning. A few very minor hairlines and other surface marks are 

noted. A sharply struck and well-centered impression. This is 

the only half eagle variety to carry' the 1796 date. As such, it is in 

strong demand both by date collectors as well as variety special¬ 

ists. A1 though rated just Rarity-4, the demand is sufficient to ab¬ 

sorb the small supply. Robert Hilt suggested that these 1796- 

dated coins were actually struck early in 1797, a logical theory 

considering the large number of varieties and relatively small 

mintage for coins dated 1795. 
From Rarcoa's 1970 ANA Sale, August 1970, Lot 1511. 

Important 1797/5 Half Eagle 

Heraldic Eagle Reverse 

718 1797/5 Breen-6425, B-13Y. Rarity-7. Heraldic Eagle. Overdate. 

AU-53 (PCGS). Light yellow gold with delicate green and or¬ 

ange. The surfaces are surprisingly choice for the grade. Minor 

central weakness is noted. This is a pleasing example of a rare 

variety, the first example we have ever offered for sale. Attrib¬ 

uted as Breen-13Y, however, see our notes below. Whatever the 

specific die variety, this is an important rarity. Extremely rare 

according to Walter Breen. 

The obverse has very light die rust. A crack from the reverse border at 3:00 

passes through the right side of M to the wing, and curves up through the 

feathers, stars, clouds and border between S and O. 

Is this Breen’s obverse 13 or 14? There seems to be some confusion due to 

Breen’s very short comments. 

Breen states star 10 touches the cap on obverse 13 and is free of cap on ob¬ 

verse 14. Two prongs of star 1 touch curl on obverse 13, just one prong on 

obverse 14. Star 15 touches second fold of drapery on obverse 13, between 

the first and second fold on obverse 14. In each case, this obverse seems to 

match the description for obverse 14 and not 13. Never the less, Breen de¬ 

scribed this as variety 13-Y in his Encyclopedia. Further confusion was added 

when Robert Miller, Sr. listed this identical coin as his variety 23, equivalent to 

Breen 14-Z yet describes the reverse die crack appearing here for his variety 

22, equivalent to Breen 14-Y. Essentially, we have two different obverse dies 

and two different reverse dies described in various literature for this single 

coin! No wonder these early coins are sometimes misattributcd. 

As is obvious, the 1797/5 represents an unused 1795 die that was 

overdated, ditto for Lot 717, the 1796/5. See our notes under Lot 716. 

From our sale of the Louis F. Eliasberg Sr. Collection, October 1982, 

Lot 332. From the Clapp Collection 1942; earlier from the Earle Col¬ 

lection (Henry Chapman, June 1912) 

(2X photo) 
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Rare 1797 Small Eagle $5 

15-Stars Obverse 

From the Norweb Collection 

719 1797 Breen-6419, B-10J. Rarity-7. Small Eagle. 15 Stars. AU-55 

(PCGS). Lustrous deep orange-gold with minor hairlines and 

abrasions. Very sharply struck with considerable aesthetic ap¬ 

peal. Seldom does an attractive example such as this appear on 

the market. Collecting early gold coins requires considerable 

patience as examples such as this are brought to market quite 

infrequently. In this case, we have only offered this variety six 

previous times, this being tied for the finest grade of all. Three 

different 1797 Small Eagle half eagles are offered in the present 

sale, each a different die variety. Such an opportunity is ex¬ 

tremely unusual. The specialist should consider all of these very 

carefully. 

For about three decades Harry Bass served as a one-person 

repository for scarce, rare, and interesting early gold coins. Al¬ 

though the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation has re¬ 

tained one example from each early die variety in the gold series 

1795-1834, enough other pieces were acquired that the present 

offering is indeed monumental and will be forever remem¬ 

bered. It is highly unlikely that there will be any similar offering 

in the future. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

The obverse die appears to be lapped with polished areas in place of certain 

details, especially among the lower hair curls. Both dies are cracked, the ob¬ 

verse from border at 11:00 vertically through cap and into hair. The reverse 

from the border at 8:00 through the upright of I to junction of the wing and 

body. This, or another crack, is visible in the lower right reverse field from the 

fifth feather (counting from left to right) touching tip of ninth feather to the 

10th. 

From our sale of the Norweb Collection, October 1987, Lot 741. Ear¬ 

lier from Sotheby’s sale of the King Farouk Collection, February 1954, 

Lot 228, via Abe Kosoff as agent. 

Another 1797 Small Eagle $5 Rarity 

15-Stars Obverse 

720 1797 Breen-6419, B-11J. Rarity-6+. Small Eagle. 15 Stars. A1 

53 (PCGS). Light yellow gold with a hint of green around tl 

periphery. Very' minor surface marks, however, still quite attra 

five. Probablv cleaned long ago with light hairlines still evider 

A faint trace of orange toning is noted. This is the first examp 

of this variety we have ever offered. Among all 1797 Herald 

Eagle varieties, with 15 or 16 obverse stars, probably only 351 

40 examples survive. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (AU-55). 

The reverse is cracked from the border at 8:00 through the upright of I 

junction of the wing and body. This, or another crack, is visible in the low 

right reverse field from the fifth feather (counting from left to right) touchii 

tip of ninth feather to the l()th. 

From Superior’s sale of the Gilhousen Collection, February 14i 

Lot 328. 
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Desirable 1797 Small Eagle $5 

16 Obverse Stars 

(2X photo) 

1797 Breen-6420, B-12K. Rarity-5+. Small Eagle. 16 Stars. AU- 

55 (PCGS). Light greenish yellow gold with considerable proof¬ 

like surfaces especially around the stars and legends. Slight cen¬ 

tral weakness, otherwise very sharply struck. Minor surface 

marks are noted, quite common to the early gold coins. We 

have previously offered this die marriage seven times in our auc¬ 

tions, three of those seven being graded equally to this example. 

PCGS Population: 5; 1 finer (AU-58). 

Perfect obverse. The reverse has a network of fine die cracks, primarily lo¬ 

cated in the lower areas of the design: from center of M to the wing, crossing 

several feathers, and through lower right field to top of the tail; another from 

a point just below this to final A and border; from the border at 6:30, a crack 

crosses two leaves to the leg and tail, crossing the tail to second crack, and 

from border between IT and across the wing to eagle s body. 

From Stanley Kesselman, July 16, 1973. 

Attractive 1798 Half Eagle 

Large 8, 13 Stars 

From the Garrett Collection 

(2X photo) 

722 1798 Breen-6426, Breen-IB. Rarity-5+. Large 8, 13 Stars Re¬ 

verse. MS-62 (PCGS). A lovely coin with brilliant satiny yellow 

gold lustre. Well centered and sharply struck although the cen¬ 

tral reverse is slightly weak. This is the finest example of this va¬ 

riety we have been privileged to sell. 

PCGS Population: 8; 2 finer (MS-63). 

Shattered obverse and reverse. A bold guide line below the bust and 

through base of the date follows the border to the left, almost reaching 12:00. 

This is common to all examples of this variety. The obverse has several die 

cracks including a prominent crack from the rim left of 1. vertically into the 

cap. Several fine cracks are located between the lower hair curls and star 1, 

and faintly to the date. The reverse has several heavy cracks from the border 

radically to the center. These cracks extend from the border at 12:00, 2:30, 

4:00, 5:30, and 9:30. 

From our sale of the Garrett Collection, November 1979, Lot 440. 
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1798 Large 8 Half Eagle 

13 Reverse Stars 

723 1798 Breen-6426, Breen-IB. Rarity-5+. Large 8, 13 Stars Re¬ 

verse. AU-50 (PCGS). Light greenish gold with faint orange on 

the highest points. Minor hairlines. Very attractive with traces of 

lustre remaining. 

Light die cracks on obverse and reverse. The obverse has a very faint crack 

from the border at 11:30 left of L into the cap. A heavier crack through star 1 

joins the middle wave of hair. The reverse has a horizontal bisecting crack 

through both wings and just above die scroll. 725 

Purchased from Numismatics, Ltd., July 5, 1973. 

Very Rare 1798 14 Stars Reverse 

Finest PCGS Certified 

(2X photo) 

724 1798 Breen-6427, B-2C. Rarity-6. Large 8, 14 Stars Reverse. 

AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous bright yellow gold with a few scattered 

contact marks. Light adjustment marks and minor scratches are 

blended on the upper reverse with a few other very light 

scratches on both surfaces. Quite sharply struck and attractive, 

despite the obligatory statement about surface quality. Ex¬ 

amples in this and the next lot represent the ninth and 10th of¬ 

ferings of this variety in any of our sales since 1957 (our first 

auction being the Penn-New York Sale of that year). Previously, 

the finest example was the Norweb AU-50 grade coin. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

The reverse has a curved die crack from the border through F, clouds, sta 

scroll, shield, and branch lo the border just right of final A. Other cracks fr0; 

the border extend through the first A in AMERICA and through E of ;| 

same word continuing to the first crack. A further crack from the bord 

through arrow feathers continues through the shield and other design moti 

to left side of O. Other fine die cracks are also present. 

From Paramount's sale oj May 1976, Lot 1071. 

Another 1798 14 Stars Half Eagle 

1798 Breen-6427, B-2C. Rarity-6. Large 8, 14 Stars Revere 

AU-53 (PCGS). Bright greenish gold with light surface abr 

sions. The reverse has considerable reflective prooflike surfac 

Quite attractive with very choice surfaces for the grade. The o 

portunity to bid on two examples of this rare 14-Star Rever: 

variety is quite unusual. As noted above, prior to this sale v 

have only offered eight examples of this variety in 42 years ( 

public auction and mail bid sales. 

PCGS Population: 1; 7 finer (AU-55 finest, and offered above). 

The reverse has a crack from the border through upright of F, star 6, sere 

shield, branch stem, and right foot of final A to border. Considerable rever 

design detail is missing due to extensive die lapping or polishing. 

From Superior's sale of the Ruby Collection, February 1974, L 

1787. 

Mint State 1798 Half Eagle 

1798 Breen-6428, B-2D. Rarity-4. Large 8, 13 Stars Revers 

MS-61 (PCGS). This die variety is instantly recognized by hea 

reverse rim breaks as described below. Lustrous light greeni: 

gold with slightly reflective fields. A moderate number of abi 

sions are present on both obverse and reverse. Central wea 

ness is noted on both sides. This is one of the less scarce 17! 

die varieties. 

The obverse has been lapped and has a die crack through tops of RTY. T 

reverse has also been lapped and displays several lumpy rim breaks and oth 

die breaks at base of TE in UNITED and over ATES O. These various revel 

breaks provide instant identification of this variety. 

From Superior's sale of the Ruby Collection, February 1974, L 

1789. 
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1798 Large 8 Half Eagle 

13 Stars Reverse 

1798 Breen-6429, B-3E. Rarity-5+. Large 8, 13 Stars Reverse. 

AU-53 (PCGS). Light greenish gold with pale orange toning 

:i around the obverse and reverse borders, through stars and let- 

■ ters. A very pleasing example with a few minor surface marks as 

■ expected. Very slightly reflective. Examples of this variety are 

3 very infrequently offered, and an actual rarity rating in the 

i range of Rarity-6 is not out of the question. 

The obverse has a heavy die crack diagonally through star 7 to the hair curls, 

I drapery, and digit 8 to the border. The reverse is extensively lapped with con- 

j siderable design detail missing. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, December 16, 1971. 

Very Rare 1798 Small 8 Half Eagle 

Important in Any Grade 

Extremely Rare 1799 Breen-2C Hall Eagle 

Small Reverse Stars 

729 1799 Breen-6432, B-2C. Rarity-8. Small Reverse Stars. AU-55 

(PCGS). Light yellow gold surfaces with a hint of green. An at¬ 

tractive example of the design with sharp definition and com¬ 

plete, although narrow borders. Minor surface marks are noted, 

none serious. Light obverse hairlines. The reverse has a slightly 

reflective nature. The edge reeding is complete but quite weak 

suggesting this coin may have been in some type of mounting in 

the past. Only the second example of this die marriage we have 

handled, the other coin appearing in the Eliasberg Collection. 

A thin crack from the border between LI to the cap; faint cracks connect the 

bases of ERTY. A crack from the reverse border to the wing between the sec¬ 

ond and third feathers continues across the eagle's breast to top of the shield. 

Purchased from Charles Byers, September 13, 1973. 

1799 Small Stars Half Eagle 

1798 Breen-6431, B-6H. Rarity-5+. Small 8. AU-53 (PCGS). 

Light greenish gold with a few minor marks, most notably shal¬ 

low depressions within the shield. Slightly weak at the centei of 

the reverse, otherwise sharply defined. The teverse bordei is 

heaviest at 12:00. 

PCGS Population; 1; 1 finer (AU-58). 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks including a lull date beneath the let¬ 

ters ATE. The obverse has several heavy cracks around the date. The reverse 

has a crack between S and O through a cloud, to stars 4 and 8, and to the 

eagle’s head. 

Purchased from Benjamin Levin, July 30, 1979. 

730 1799 Breen-6433, B-1A. Rarity-6. Small Reverse Stars. AU-55 

(PCGS). Bright greenish gold with reflective, nearly prooflike 

surfaces. A few very minor scratches are noted along with a few 

very small rim bruises, most notably a rim bruise at 3:00 on the 

obverse. The reverse die of this variety was earlier used for 1 / 98 

Breen 6-H (an example which was offered earlier), as evidenced 

by the die state described below. Half eagles of 1799 are a bit 

scarcer than often recognized. 

The obverse die is perfect without cracks or clash marks. The reverse is in a 

slightly later die state than the 1798 Breen 6-H half eagle offered above. A die 

crack between S and O continues to the eagle’s head and passes through the 

left field and upright of T in UNITED to the border. Reverse clash marks in¬ 

clude a full date from the 1798 obverse. The complete 1798 date is visible be¬ 

neath ATE. 
The following tabulation indicates how many of each 18th-century halt 

eagle have appeared in our various public auctions from 1957 through Au¬ 

gust 1999. 1795 Small Eagle (97); 1795 Heraldic Eagle (7); 1796 (13); 1797 

Small Eagle (13); 1797 Heraldic Eagle (5); 1798 Small Eagle (2); 1798 Heraldic 

Eagle (62); 1799 (39); 1800 (74). 

From Stack’s 1971 ANA Sale, Lot 2110. 
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Desirable 1799 Half Eagle 

Small Reverse Stars 

731 1799 Breen-6435, B-3D. Rarity-7. Small Reverse Stars. AU-55 

(PCGS). Bright greenish gold with very slight reflectivity. 

Lightly abraded surfaces with slight porosity along the obverse 

border at 11:00. A small edge bruise is visible on ihe reverse 

over the second T in STATES. Only the fourth auction appear¬ 

ance of this variety in any of our sales. 

Perfect obverse and reverse. No cracks or clash marks are noted. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, October 26, 1972. 

Third 1799 Large Reverse Stars $5 

734 1799 Breen-6437, B-4H. Rarity-6+. Large Reverse Stars. AU-J 

(PCGS). Reflective light yellow gold with a few minor surfai 

marks. Minor scratches are visible in the left obverse field as ai 

light adjustment marks. Sharply struck from slightly mis-alignc 

dies, the right obverse border deeper and the left reverse bo 

der wider. A few minor rim bruises are noted, especially on tl 

reverse. These include light file marks above ME. 

PCGS Population: 3; 4 finer (MS-63 finest). 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of theJohn A. Beck Collt 

lion, Part I, January 1975, Lot 337. 

Important 1799 Half Eagle 

Large Reverse Stars 

732 1799 Breen-6436, B-3F. Rarity-6. Large Reverse Stars. AU-58 

(PCGS). Very light greenish yellow gold with lovely surfaces for 

the grade. A delightful example of this scarce variety. 

PCGS Population 2; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Light reverse clash marks. 

Purchased from Ronald Gillio, August 27, 1973. 

Attractive 1799 Half Eagle 

Large Reverse Stars 

733 1799 Breen-6437, B-4G. Rarity-7. Large Reverse Stars. MS-62 

(PCGS). Lustrous green-gold with a few minor surface marks 

and considerable surface roughness on the obverse. All in all an 

attractive early half eagle. The present sale has two examples of 

this die variety, doubling the number of times we have handled 

this die marriage in our auctions. Previously we sold an AU-55 

example in our January 1999 Rarities Sale and an AU-50 grade 
coin in our June 1996 auction. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-63). 

Perfect obverse. The reverse die was shattered with at least 10 distinctly dif¬ 

ferent die cracks as illustrated. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, December 13, 1985. Earlier 
from Mike Follett Rare Coins. 

Final 1799 Half Eagle 

With Large Reverse Stars 

735 1799 Breen-6437, B-4G. Rarity-7. Large Reverse Stars. VF-31 

Light yellow gold with scattered abrasions, as expected for tl 

grade. A very rare die variety. Both die marriages, Breen-4G an 

4H, that comprise the Encyclopedia listing of Breen-6437 ai 

quite rare with probably less than 30 examples known. 

Perfect obverse. The reverse has extensive die cracks as noted in the pre’ 

ous lot, however, this is an earlier die state with these cracks much lighter. 

Purchased from Joe Flynn, Sr. Coin Co., October 30, 1970. 

Choice Mint State 1800 Half Eagle 

736 1800 Breen-6438, B-1D. Rarity-4. MS-63 (PCGS). Bright yello' 
gold with sharp design details and frosty lustre. A few very rn 

nor surface marks, mostly on the obverse. The reverse is ger 

quality. The issues dated 1800 represent the first of sever; 

slightly higher mintage dates that are generally easier to locat 

than the 18th-century issues offered above. The present sale o 

fers five different examples of this date, all AU-55 or finer. 

Both dies have light clash marks and minor die cracks. The reverse has 

heavier crack from the claw left of the shield, crossing the lower stripes an 

other daw, continuing into the branch. 

From Abner Kreisberg’s sale of September 1971, Lot 1015. 
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Mint State 1800 Half Eagle 

1800 Breen-6438, B-1B. Rarity-4. Normal Dies. MS-62 (PCGS). 

A wonderful example with nearly full prooflike surfaces. 

Sharply struck in greenish gold with a few very minor imperfec¬ 

tions noted, including a small patch of hairlines in the right ob¬ 

verse field. The reverse die has star 6 tripled with each indi¬ 

vidual star point composed of three distinct but closely spaced 

elements. 
Minor obverse and reverse clash marks. The obverse has a short crack from 

the upper right upright of I to the lower left upright of B. The reverse has a 

crack between S and O from the border to a cloud. A few other minor reverse 

cracks are present. 

Purchased from Coins of Chevy Chase, August 23, 1973. 

A Further Mint State 1800 $5 

Blundered Reverse 

739 1800 Breen-6439, B-1C. Rarity-4+. Blundered M. MS-63 

(PCGS). Satiny light yellow gold lustre with very few minor abra¬ 

sions. A very pleasing example of this popular variety with \1 in 

AMERICA widely doubled. Slight weakness at the central re¬ 

verse. 

Perfect obverse and reverse. 

Purchased from A-Mark Coin Co., March 16, 1978. 

Another Pleasing 1800 Half Eagle 

With Blundered M Reverse 

Desirable 1800 Half Eagle 

Normal Reverse 

1800 Breen-6438, B-1D. Rarity-4. Normal M. MS-62 (PCGS). 

Reflective light greenish yellow gold with very pleasing surfaces 

showing only minor hairlines and abrasions. The reverse has 

very short, light adjustment marks at upper right. 

Perfect obverse and reverse. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of the John A. Beck Collec¬ 

tion, Part I, January 1973, Lot 338. 

740 1800 Breen-6439, B-1C. Rarity-4+. Blundered M. AU-55 

(PCGS). Another attractive example of this popular variety. 

Light greenish yellow gold with a few minor hairlines and othet 

abrasions. Light adjustment marks are present at the central 

obverse, across Liberty’s hair and cap. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. 

Purchased from John J. Smies, October 22, 1966. 
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Choice Mint State 1802/1 Half Eagle 

High Overdate 

(2X photo) 

741 1802/1 Breen-6440, B-2I. Rarity-4. High Overdate. MS-64 

(PCGS). A lovely example, highly lustrous bright yellow gold, 

frosty in nature. A few very minor hairlines are visible, only 

when tilted at certain angles to the light. Surprisingly choice sur¬ 

faces for any early gold coin. Although not a rare die variety, this 

is certainly one of the finest known. For all varieties of this date, 

PCGS has only graded one finer coin. The overdate coinage of 

1802 provides the first of several challenges to the numismatist 

who wishes to determine exactly how many varieties are known. 

See our notes below for more information. 

Obverse has minor clash marks behind the low curls and over the ear. The 

reverse is cracked through center of UN to base of IT with another crack 

through top of this I. 

Just two obverse dies were used for the 1802/1 half eagles. First is the low 

overdate (Breen obverse 1) with top of 2 separated from bust and underdigit 

centered. Second is the high overdate with top of 2 lightly touching the bust 

and underdigit left of center. In his Complete Encyclopedia, Breen noted the low' 

overdate is known with seven reverse dies and the high overdate with four re¬ 

verse dies, for a total of 11 die marriages. This data was taken from his earlier 

monographs of the 1960s. Robert W. Miller, Sr., in United States Half Eagle 

Gold Coins, 1795 to 1834, recognized the same two obverse dies married with 

six and three reverse dies respectively. Of these, he suggested that one was not 

listed by Breen, however, did not illustrate the variety and stated the sole 

known example is in the collection of a well-known collector who remained 

unidentified. Altogether, Harry Bass was able to acquire 21 different 1802/1 

half eagles of six die marriages, three reverses with each obverse. Today, we 

believe that the low overdate is known with five different reverse dies and the 

high overdate is known with four reverses, however, more study is needed. It 

is anticipated that the sylloge we are preparing of the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Re¬ 

search Foundation coins will bring together notes from the present catalogue 

as well as information from elsewhere, including outside consultants. The re¬ 

sult should be a text that will be of great interest and importance to anyone 

who enjoys these early coins. 

Purchased from A-Mark Coin Co., March 16, 1978. 

Pleasing 1802/1 Half Eagle 

High Overdate 

742 1802/1 Breen-6440, B-2F. Rarity-5. High Overdate. MS-6 

(PCGS). Lustrous light greenish gold with very choice surface 

A minor rim imperfection is visible over TA in STATES, poss 

bly from light filing to remove a rim bruise. 

Light clash marks are visible in the form of horizontal lines over the ea 
Very small die cracks extend from the outer tips of stars 3 and 5 to dentil 

'I'he reverse has a very light crack through the center of TED. 

Purchased from A-Mark Coin Co., March 16, 1978. 

Desirable 1802/1 Half Eagle 

High Overdate 

743 1802/1 Breen-6440, B-2I. Rarity-4. High Overdate. MS-6 

(PCGS). A lovely example with superb prooflike greenish got 

lustre and very' pleasing surfaces. Very minor adjustment mark 

are noted along the upper obverse edge. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. The obverse cracks from dentils t 

stars 3 and 5. described for Breen-2F, seem to be slighdy less advanced on thi 

example, ie., diis is an earlier die state. 

From Stack’s sale of the Gaston Di Bello Collection, May 1970, Lc 
802. 

Mint State 1802/1 Half Eagle 

Low Overdate 

744 1802/1 Breen-6440, B-1D. Rarity-4+. Low Overdate. MS-60 

Lustrous light greenish gold with minor surface marks and ; 

shallow vertical scrape in the left obverse field. Minor revets* 

abrasions. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. The obverse has a short die crad 

from the lower left curve of 8 extending through the base of 1. 

From Abner Kreisberg's sale of the John A. Beck Collection, Part 0 

February 1976, Lot 351. 
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Lustrous 1802/1 Half Eagle 

Low Overdate 

1802/1 Breen-6440, B-1C. Rarity-5. Low Overdate. AU-58 

(PCGS). Reflective bright greenish yellow gold lustre with minor 

surface abrasions as expected. Sharply struck and very well cen¬ 

tered. A small point of weakness is noted on the reverse rim at 

10:00. There is no evidence of any damage at this point, however. 

Perfect obverse and reverse dies. 

Several varieties of 1802/1 half eagle are known, with all struck from two 

obverse dies. This Low Overdate has top of the digit 2 separated from the 

bust with the underdigit 1 about centered beneath. The other obverse, the 

High Overdate, has the top of the digit 2 lightly joined to the bust with the 

underdigit 1 left of center. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, May 3, 1973. 

Another 1802/1 Half Eagle 

High Overdate 

i 1802/1 Breen-6440, B-2F. Rarity-5. High Overdate. AU-53 

(PCGS). Veiy pleasing light greenish gold surfaces with nearly 

full lustre. Very minor hairlines and other surface marks are 

noted. A small point of weakness along the obverse rim is noted 

over TY. 
Light clash marks are visible in the form of horizontal lines over the ear. 

Very small die cracks extend from the outer tips of stars 3 and 5 to dentils, 

that to star 5 continuing a short distance into the field. The revel se has a very 

light crack through the center of TED and another from the junction of shield 

and left wing to the arrow shafts below. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, December 18, 1970. 

Scarce 1802/1 $5 Variety 

Low Overdate 

7 1802/1 Breen-6440, B-1C. Rarity-5. Low Overdate. EF-45. Light 

greenish gold surfaces with considerable remaining lustre. 1 he 

surfaces are surprisingly choice for the assigned grade. A small 

area of weakness is noted on the obverse rim at 8:00, possibly hav¬ 

ing been lightly filed to remove a rim bruise. Most details ol the 

obverse design are tripled, the result ol multiple striking. 

Perfect obverse and reverse dies. 

Purchased from Kent Oram, October 18, 1966. 

Prooflike 1803/2 Half Eagle 

First Obverse 

748 1803/2 Breen-6441, B-1D. Rarity-4. Overdate. MS-63 (PCGS). 

Although higher technical grade coins exist, we cannot imagine 

any with a higher degree of aesthetic desirability. Both obverse 

and reverse have fully prooflike Fields, the reverse extremely 

deep. The devices are lustrous, providing a pleasing cameo ap¬ 

pearance. Bright yellow gold lustre with minor hairlines. 

A faint die crack joins stars 1 through 6. Reverse perfect. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of the John A. Beck (collec¬ 

tion, Part /, January 1975, Lot 348. 

Choice Mint State 1803/2 Overdate 

First Obverse 

749 1803/2 Breen-6441, B-1B. Rarity-5. Overdate. MS-63 (PCGS). 

Brilliant, frosty greenish gold lustre with wonderful surfaces. 

Sharply struck and very well centered. A few very minor hair¬ 

lines are visible. This is the scarcest of four 1803/2 varieties. 

This piece is approximately equal to an example we offered 20 

years ago in April 1979. 

Very nearly perfect obverse with only a very short crack from the southwest 

point of star 7 to trie field over star 6 and another through stars 10 to 13. The 

reverse has a bisecting diagonal crack from the border over E in STATES to 

the outer right serif of U in UNITED, crossing clouds, stars, the eagle’s beak, 

left edge of the shield, and die arrows. 

Purchased from A-Mark Coin Co., March 16, 1978. 

Attractive 1803/2 Overdate 

First Obverse 

750 1803/2 Breen-6441, B-1C. Rarity-4. Overdate. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Reflective light yellow gold lustre with very pleasing surfaces, 

only minor hairlines are present. 1 he reverse is the same as 

1802 Breen 2-F. 

Perfect obverse. The reverse has a crack through LED and another from the 

left edge of the shield to the arrow shafts continuing to the border at 6:30. 

From Quality Sales Corporation's auction of the John A. Beck Codec 

lion, Part I, January 1975, Lot 350. 
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Lustrous 1803/2 Overdate 

First Obverse 

751 1803/2 Breen-6441, B-1D. Rarity-4. Overdate. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Lustrous brilliant greenish gold with very' choice surfaces. A 

small weak area along the obverse border at 6:30 is the only im¬ 

perfection. Minor adjustment marks are noted on the reverse. 

The obverse has minor cracks from star 7 to the field over star (i and 

through stars 10 to 13. Perfect reverse. 

Purchased, from Stanley Kesselman, August 30, 1971. 

Attractive 1803/2 Overdate 

Second Obverse 

752 1803/2 Breen-6441, B-2D. Rarity-4. Overdate. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Lustrous green-gold with delightful, nearly pristine surfaces. A 

few minuscule obverse abrasions and light reverse adjustment 

marks are noted. 

Light obverse and moderate reverse clash marks. The obverse has a heavy 

die crack through base of the date extending left almost to star 1 and right al¬ 

most to star 13. The reverse has a crack through E of AMERICA to the shield, 

continuing through the wing to left and to the border at 10:00. 

We have discussed the two obverse dies of 1803/2 half eagles in recent past 

auction sales. This second obverse die was only recently discovered, not being 

treated by Walter Breen in either of his circa 1960s monographs describing 

early half eagle varieties. Nor was this mentioned in his Complete Encyclopedia. 

As this obverse always seems to have a die crack through base of the date, it 

has often been mis-catalogued as a late die state of Breen-ID. More recently, 

Robert Miller publicized this variety as Rarity-7. Our survey of past auctions 

tells a different story and indicates that we have offered the following quanti¬ 

ties of each variety (Breen-IA does not exist). Breen-IB (9); Breen-lC (24); 

Breen-ID (14); Breen-2D (22). By a narrow margin, this is the second most 

common 1803/2 half eagle variety. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, February 23, 1971. 

Further 1803/2 Overdate 

First Obverse 

ments mentioned. As is typical of many Draped Bust half eag] 

in the present offering, the reverse is considerably nicer th; 

the obverse, at least five points higher quality. 

Very faint obverse crack through stars 10 to 13. The reverse is a later state 

the previous lot with the crack from shield to arrows continuing upward 

the scroll, stars, clouds, and E in STATES. 

From Abe Kosoffs 1968 ANA Sale, Lot 937. 

Pleasing 1804 Half Eagle 

Blundered Date 

(2X photo) 

754 1804 Breen-6442, B-1A. Rarity-4+. Small over Large Date. M 

63 (PCGS). Satiny orange-golcl lustre with pristine surface 

faint adjustment marks are noted on the obverse with a few tit 

abrasions. A wonderful, sharply struck example of this popul; 

blundered date variety. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Light obverse clash marks. The reverse die is shattered with numerous crac 

including a heavy die chip on the left side of the cloud between S and O. 

From Stack's sale of the Gaston Di Bello Collection, May 1970, L 
808. 

753 1803/2 Breen-6441, B-1C. Rarity-4. Overdate. EF-45. Light 

greenish gold with a faint trace of orange toning. Slight weak¬ 

ness along the obverse border is noted at 11:30. A few light abra¬ 

sions are present as well. Minor rim imperfections are noted on 

the reverse at 7:00. A very attractive example despite I he impair- 

206 BOWERS AND MEREf 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Another 1804 Half Eagle Another 1804 Small Date $5 

Blundered Date 

1804 Breen-6442, B-1B. Rarity-5+. Small over Large Date. AU-58 

(PCGS). Reflective and lustrous bright orange-gold with a faint 

trace of green. An attractive example with only a few very minor 

obverse contact marks. The reverse has an unfortunate vertical 

scratch through the E in STATES and the eagle’s head to die shield. 

I'he reverse has two bisecting vertical die cracks, from the border through A in 

STATES, clouds, stars, shield, arrows, and U in UNITED, to the border below, 

and from the border through O, clouds, stars, shield, branch, and final A, to the 

border below. At first glance, the scratch above looks like a third vertical die crack. 

From Stack’s sale of the Gaston DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 807. 

1804 Blundered Date $5 

From the Bareford Collection 

1804 Breen-6442, B-1E. Rarity-7. Small over Large Date. AU-58 

(PCGS). Lustrous and highly attractive with prooflike greenish 

gold surfaces. A few very minor hairlines and other surface abra¬ 

sions are noted. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-63). 

Perfect obverse. Heavy reverse clash marks are noted. Reverse cracked 

from the border through E in AMERICA, through the shield and wing to the 

left, reaching the border at 10:00. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 

155. Earlier from B. Max Mehl’s sale of the Geiss Collection, February 

1947, Lot 1658. 

Choice 1804 Half Eagle 

Small Date 

758 1804 Breen-6443, B-2E. Rarity-5. Small Date. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Lustrous greenish yellow gold with lightly abraded surfaces. 

Obverse bisected vertically by a crack from the border at 12:00 through the 

right side of L, bust, and digit 0 to the border at 6:00. The reverse has a bisect¬ 

ing crack through E of AMERICA, the eagle and shield, to die border at 6:00. 

From Lester Merkin's sale of March 1969, Lot 180. 

Lovely 1804 Small Date $5 

759 1804 Breen-6443, B-3E. Rarity-5. Small Date. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Brilliant prooflike greenish gold lustre with minor surface abra¬ 

sions. An attractive, highly desirable example of this variety. 

Very sharply struck and well-centered impression. 

Perfect obverse. Reverse bisecting crack from 3:00 to 10:00 as previously 

described for this reverse die. 

From Stack’s sale of the Winner Delp Collection, November 1972, 

Lot 795. 

Attractive 1804 Small Date $5 

760 1804 Breen-6443, B-3E. Rarity-5. Small Date. AU-55 (PCGS). 

Light greenish yellow gold with faint orange toning over reflec¬ 

tive surfaces. Very lightly abraded surfaces. An attractive ex¬ 

ample, nevertheless. 

Obverse die is shattered with a crack from the border through star 10 to 

Liberty’s mouth, curving down through her face and hair to the digit 8 and 

the border. A branch extends up through her hair and cap to L. Another joins 

the border and hair left of the date and still another from the border to drap¬ 

ery right of the date. Heavy reverse clash marks with the bisecting crack as 

previously described. 

From Paramount’s sale of May 1976, Lot 1073. 

7 1804 Breen-6443, B-2C. Rarity-5. Small Date. MS-63 (PCGS). 

Frosty bright yellow gold lustre with very slight hairlines and 

other abrasions. An extremely attractive half eagle with sharp 

design details. 
Obverse has a vertical die crack bisecting digit 0 and continuing through 

drapery into hair. Reverse has a crack through tops of UNIT with a rim break 

on top of this T. A long die scratch from the left corner of shield extends 

through the scroll and star 12 to eagle s beak. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of June 1973, Lot 171. 
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Scarce 1804 Small Date Half Eagle 

761 1804 Breen-6443, B-2E. Rarity-5. Small Date. Net EF-40; sharp¬ 

ness of AU-50, cleaned with right half of obverse burnished. 

Greenish yellow gold with considerable lustre remaining on the 

reverse. 

Obverse and reverse bisecting crack as in the lot above. The obverse also 

has a horizontal crack through the eye and Y of LIBERTY to the border, and 

another crack through the tops of TY forming a retained cud. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of the John A. Beck Collec¬ 

tion, Part III, February 1977, Lot 293. 

Delightful 1805 Half Eagle 

Unusual Crossing Die Cracks 

From the Eliasberg Collection 

762 1805 Breen-6444, B-1B. Rarity-7. AU-58 (PCGS). A wonderful 

coin with highly reflective lustre accenting the light greenish 

gold surfaces. Very minor planchet imperfections and hairlines 

are visible. A wonderful coin, important to specialists in early 

gold, not only for the die state described below, but also for the 

rarity of this die marriage. This is the only example of this die 

combination we have ever offered, pedigreed to its earlier ap¬ 

pearance in our sale of the Eliasberg Collection. 

The obverse die is shattered with horizontal and vertical breaks separating 

the die in four quadrants. A heavy vertical die crack from the border at 12:30 

passes through B of LIBERTY, cap, hair curls, and drapeiy, severing the ex¬ 

treme right tip of digit 5, to the border just right of this digit. A thin die crack 

through base of the date bisects the vertical crack, and offsets the vertical 

crack. Further die cracks from the left border between stars 7 and 8 and from 

the right border between Y and star 9 both meet the vertical crack in curls just 

right of the ear. This die was in such an advanced state that we can almost 

imagine it falling out of the coining press in four distinct pieces. The reverse 

die, however, has light clash marks but no visible cracks. An interesting com¬ 

parison of obverse and reverse die states. 

When he compiled his monographs covering early half eagles in the 1960s, 

Walter Breen recognized six die varieties produced from four obverse dies 

and five reverse dies. Later, in his Complete Encyclopedia, Breen dropped one 

of these, listing two varieties for his Wide Date and three for his Close Date. 

Unfortunately, he did not state which of the Close Date varieties was delisted. 

Robert Miller listed seven varieties including Breen-1 A and 2B, along with five 

he noted were not listed by Breen. Today, we believe that only Breen obverse 

1, 2, 3, and 4 exist along with reverses B and D. Thus, the list of varieties is, in 

Breen’s notation: IB, 2B, 3B, 4B, and 3D. Certainly, more research is needed. 

All five of these varieties are offered in the present sale. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, October 1982, 

Lot 351. From the Clapp Collection 1942; earlier from Elmer S. Sears 

1924. 

Important 1805 Half Eagle 

Breen 4-B Rarity 

763 1805 Breen-6444, B-4B. Rarity-8. Wide Date. AU-58 (PCGS 

The obverse has reflective light yellow gold lustre with thin pa 

allel scratches through the left field, these no doubt prevents 

PCGS from assigning a higher grade. The reverse is frosi 

lightly yellow. Most attractive. This is an extremely rare variet 

in fact this is the first example of this variety we have public 

offered for sale. 

A die crack from 18 connects all stars to the left and continues through tl 

tops of LIB. The reverse has very light clash marks. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of theJohn A. Beck Colk 

tion, Part I, January 1975, Lot 355. 

Important 1805 Wide Date $5 

764 1805 Breen-6444, B-2B. Raritv-5+. Wide Date. AU-58 (PCGS 

Attractive light greenish yellow gold with slightly reflective su 

faces. Light adjustment marks cross the bust of Liberty. 

Very light obverse die cracks connect the base of 18, stars 1 through 7, an 

TY to stars 9 through 13. The reverse has very' light clash marks. Several de 

tils at 12:30 are merged. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of October 1968, Lot 824. 
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Choice Mint State 1805 Half Eagle 

Close Date 

(2X photo) , 1805 Breen-6445, B-3B. Rarity-4+. Close Date. MS-64 (PCGS). 

A wonderful early half eagle with brilliant, frosty yellow gold lus¬ 

tre. Very choice surfaces with only occasional scattered contact 

marks. Light adjustment marks are noted on the reverse from 

9:00 to 10:00, crossing TED and the wing tip, a few others faintly 

visible on and near the shield. Obverse weakness at stars 3, 4, 

and 5 is opposite the reverse adjustment marks. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer. 

An obverse die crack from the border bisects digit 0, crossing drapery and 

hair, continuing faintly to left bottom oi B. A patch ot die rust is present at LI 

and a die line from star 8 extends over the cap. 

Purchased from A-Mark Coin Co., March 16, 1978. 

Choice Mint State 1805 Half Eagle 

Close Date 

6 1805 Breen-6445, B-3B. Rarity-4+. Close Date. MS-63 (PCGS). 

Brilliant, frosty deep yellow gold with tiny splashes of coppery 

orange toning. A few very minor surface marks are noted. Very 

sharply struck with wide borders. Minor adjustment marks fol¬ 

low part of the reverse border. This is only the fourth Mint State 

example of this variety we have handled. 

Minor obverse and reverse clash marks. The obverse is cracked from B in 

LIBERTY through the bust of Liberty to the digit 0 and border below. A 

branch from this crack crosses Liberty's neck to star 13. A long die scratch 

from star 8 extends through the field above Liberty s cap. Considerable ob¬ 

verse die rust around LI and scattered about. The reverse has no cracks. 

From Stack’s sale of the Gaston DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 

810. 

Further 1805 Half Eagle 

Close Date 

767 1805 Breen-6445, B-3B. Rarity-4+. Close Date. MS-63 (PCGS). 

Lustrous light greenish yellow gold with superb surfaces for the 

grade. A delightful example. A long, thin planchet lamination 

on the obverse appears as a streak of dark toning. Adjustment 

marks are located at the upper left reverse border. 

Die state as preceding. 

From Superior’s sale of the Charles Ruby Collection, Part I, February 

1974, Lot 1792. 

Pleasing 1805 Half Eagle 

Close Date 

768 1805 Breen-6445, B-3D. Rarity-4. Close Date. MS-62 (PCGS). 

Rich orange-gold lustre with a trace of green on the obverse. 

The reverse has very light adjustment marks at 12:00. 

Perfect obverse and reverse dies. 

From Stack’s sale of the James A. Stack, Sr. Collection, October 1994, 

Lot 1046. 

Brilliant 1805 Half Eagle 

Close Date 

769 1805 Breen-6445, B-3D. Rarity-4. Close Date. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Frosty, brilliant light yellow gold with sharp design details and 

full borders. Light obverse adjustment marks are present. The 

surfaces have a few minor hairlines, otherwise the piece is su¬ 

perb. 

Early die state: The obverse die line over the cap is not present. There is no 

indication of clash marks or die rust. A very light die crack bisects the obverse. 

The reverse is perfect. 

From Stack’s 1971 ANA Sale, Lot 2117. 
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Lustrous 1806 Half Eagle 

770 1806 Breen-6446, B-1A. Rarity-4+. Pointed 6. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Lustrous greenish gold with very lightly abraded surfaces. Ad¬ 

justment marks at the central reverse are very light. This is the 

same reverse die used for 1805 Breen 4-B, offered above. 

A light crack joins most stars on the left and continues faintly through 

LIBER. Another crack joins stars on the right. The reverse has several dentils 

merged above and right of the final S and has a faint crack from the stars 

through eagle’s beak and scroll to the shield. 

Half eagle coinage of the year 1806 requires further research. Breen de¬ 

scribed six varieties of Pointed 6 and one variety with Round Top 6 in his first 

monograph, adding an additional Pointed 6 variety in his New Varieties mono¬ 

graph. Breen mentioned these same varieties in his Complete Encyclopedia. 

Miller described nine Pointed 6 varieties with six of these “not in Breen.” One 

of Miller's varieties is not illustrated and two others use “Composite Photos” 

which are not of actual coins. The present sale includes four different varieties 

with Pointed 6 and one with Round Top 6. We can be certain only that there 

is currently just one known variety with Round Top 6 and this is the most 

common variety among all Draped Bust half eagles. 

In our opinion, popular nomenclature should be changed regarding the 

1806 Pointed 6 and Round Top 6 half eagles, as there is an even more dra¬ 

matic difference: the Pointed 6 variety is better described as the 1806 variety 

with 8 stars to the left and 5 to the right (8x5), while the Round Top variety 

has an entirely different arrangement, 7x6. To our way of thinking, star ar¬ 

rangements are much more important than the shape of the top of a particu¬ 

lar date digit! 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 182. 

Mint State 1806 Half Eagle 

Rare Breen-3D Variety 

771 1806 Breen-6447, B-3D. Rarity-6+. Pointed 6. MS-62 (PCGS). 

Reflective light yellow gold obverse with traces of orange ton¬ 

ing, deeper reflective orange-gold reverse. Usual contact marks 

are visible on the obverse and reverse surfaces, none of these 

are serious, however. 

The obverse has a thin vertical die crack confined to the cap and hair. A die 

line from the reverse border extends through the outer feather tip between D 

and S. Another extends up from right corner of shield, a third from second 

outer leaf tip, through berry to third outer leaf tip. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 
156; ex Stack’s May 1951 

Rare Mint State 1806 Variety 

Breen-3D 

772 1806 Breen-6447, B-3D. Rarity-6+. Pointed 6. MS-62 (PCGS 

Frosty dark yellow gold lustre with traces of orange toning. Vei 

pleasing surfaces provide an attractive example for the speci; 

ist. The only earlier auction appearance of this variety in any < 

our sales was an EF-40 example offered in March of this yea 

And now we are offering three others in one sale! Perhaps this 

as good an indication of any of the depth, breadth, and impo 

lance of the present Bass Collection offering. 

The obverse has a thin vertical die crack confined to the cap and hair. A i 

tainecl cud has formed on top of T in UNITED. 

From Spink’s sale of the Byron Reed Collection on behalf of the Ci 

of Omaha, October 1996, Lot 106. 

Rare 1806 Half Eagle 

Unidentified by Breen 

773 1806 Breen-6447, Breen obverse 1. Rarity-7. Pointed 6. AU-5 

(PCGS). Very similar to Breen variety 1-B, however, the revert 

is slightly different. This die combination has occasionally bee 

offered as an unlisted variety, which technically is true as Bree 

did not list it in his monograph. Under no circumstances canw 

call it an unknown variety, however. Lustrous greenish yello 

gold with light orange peripheral toning. A few very mine 

marks are noted. We have only previously handled one exampl 

of this variety, an AU-50 grade coin in our January 1990 auctioi 

Very heavy die crack through stars on the left, other lighter cracks are alt 

present. The reverse is faintly cracked through some letters of the legend. 

From Rarcoa’s session of Auction '86, Lot 933. 
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1806 Breen-4E Half Eagle 

Rarity-7 

1806 Breen-6447, B-4E. Rarity-7. Pointed 6. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Lustrous light yellow gold with minor surface marks. Softly 

struck at center of obverse and reverse. A few light scratches 

and adjustment marks are present on the obverse. A minor area 

of roughness is visible outside stars 6 through 8. This is a very 

rare variety, and this example is the only one we have ever of¬ 

fered for sale. 

Perfect obverse and reverse. 

Offering of varieties such as this brings to mind the disparity in the popular¬ 

ity of collecting certain varieties by die states. So much attention has been 

paid to early copper cents that coin for coin, variety for variety, rare Sheldon 

varieties of cents are apt to sell for multiples of the price of even rarer gold half 

eagles by variety! As the pieces were made in the same era by the same 

engraver’s and struck from the same presses at the same Mint, it would seem 

that anyone interested in pursuing a fascinating numismatic challenge, and at 

the same time received outstanding potential value for the price paid, would do 

well to explore the many die varieties offered here. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 20, 1970. 

Further Rare 1806 Breen-3D $5 

i 1806 Breen-6447, B-3D. Rarity-6+. Pointed 6. AU-55 (PCGS). 

Light yellow gold with moderately abraded surfaces. Light ad¬ 

justment marks cross Miss Liberty’s hair below the cap. 

Obverse cracked through cap and hair. The reverse has a large rim break 

over T of UNITED. 

From Abe Kosoffs 1968 ANA Sale, Lot 939. 

Choice Mint State 1806 Half Eagle 

Round Top 6 

(2X photo) 

776 1806 Breen-6448, B-5E. Rarity-3-. Round Top 6. MS-64 

(PCGS). A wonderful choice Mint State example with sharp de¬ 

sign details and lovely deep yellow gold lustre, frosty in appear¬ 

ance. A few very light hairlines and other minute abrasions 

hardly require discussion. 

Only minor reverse clash marks are noted. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s sale of September 1973, Lot 1159. 

Another Mint State 1806 Half Eagle 

Round Top 6 

777 1806 Breen-6448, B-5E. Rarity-3-. Round Top 6. MS-62 

(PCGS). Brilliant deep yellow gold with orange toning over 

frosty lustre. A few very minor surface marks keep this from a 

much higher grade. This variety is clearly more common than 

those with Pointed 6 in date. Over the years we have handled 

four of these for each Pointed 6 example we have sold. 

Perfect obverse. A thin crack through die left upright of N crosses the ar¬ 

rows. 

From Stack ’s sale of the Gaston Dihello Collection, May 1970, Lot 

812. 
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Third 1806 Round Top 6 $5 

778 1806 Breen-6448, B-5E. Rarity-3-. Round Top 6. AU-58. Frosty 

greenish yellow gold lustre with minor surface marks. A few 

light hairlines are noted. 

A crack through the upright of N and across the arrows is very faint. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of theJohn A. Beck Collec¬ 

tion, Part 1, January 1975, Lot 362. 

Attractive Mint State 1807 $5 

Draped Bust Obverse 

Mint State 1807 Half Eagle 

Draped Bust Design 

(2X photo) 

780 1807 Breen-6450, B-1B. Rarity-6. Draped Bust. MS-63 (PCGS 

A lovely example with fully reflective prooflike surfaces, deep 

on the reverse. Both obverse and reverse are lightly abrade 

Attractive light greenish gold and very sharply struck. 

Perfect dies. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of theJohn A. Beck Coll 

tion. Part I, January 1975, Lot 365. 

(2X photo) 

779 1807 Breen-6449, B-1A. Rarity-5. Draped Bust. Small Date and 

Stars. MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous light yellow gold with some light 

hairline scratches on the obverse. The reverse, considered sepa¬ 

rately, could be assigned a gem MS-65 grade. Sharply struck. 

Almost as incredible as it seems, the present sale offers bid¬ 

ders 65 different Draped Bust, Heraldic Eagle half eagles, an 

amazing array. If you have not acquired one for your type set, 

the opportunity is quickly slipping away. Raise your bids, raise 

your hands, and get one for your cabinet! 

A nearly imperceptible die crack connects points of stars 6 and 7 on the 

obverse. A similar crack connects S and T near tops of these letters. 

Purchased from A-Mark Coin Co., March 16, 1978. 
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Lovely 1807 Draped Bust $5 

(2X photo) 

1807 Breen-6450, B-2C. Rarity-5+. Draped Bust. MS-63 

(PCGS). Light greenish gold with brilliant, frosty lustre and 

faint orange toning. A visual delight. A few minor surface marks 

with a line of tiny abrasions across Miss Liberty. Highly lustrous 

and quite pleasing. 

Perfect dies. 

From Stack's sale of February 1977, Lot 801. 

Rare 1807 Draped Bust $5 

Breen-IB, Rarity-6 

1807 Breen-6450, B-1B. Rarity-6. Draped Bust. EF-40. Very 

light greenish yellow gold, the obverse brushed to present an 

appearance of lustre. The reverse retains considerable teal 

lustre and is quite attractive. A small edge bruise on the revet se 

at 3:00. This is an important example due to the die state de¬ 

scribed below'. 
The obverse has a large rim break over E of LIBERTY. Light die rust among 

the reverse stars. 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 124. 

Mint State 1807 Half Eagle 

Draped Bust Design 

(2X photo) 

783 1807 Breen-6451, B-3C. Rarity-7. Draped Bust. MS-63 (PCGS). 

A wonderful example of bright yellow gold with frosty lustre. A 

few very minor surface marks are mixed with heavier adjust¬ 

ment marks. Softly struck with weak definition on the reverse, 

left of the shield. The only previous example of this variety of¬ 

fered by us was a coin that graded F-12 with pin scratches, of¬ 

fered in our May 1997 sale. 

The obverse die has several heavy cracks. A crack through the upright of B 

extends through Miss Liberty almost to her draper)'. A branch of this crack ex¬ 

tends right to star 12. Another crack from the border passes into the cap. The 

reverse die is perfect. 

Purchased from A-Mark Com Co., March 16, 1978. 

Lovely 1807 Draped Bust $5 

784 1807 Breen-6452, B-4C. Rarity-4+. Draped Bust. AU-58 

(PCGS). Lustrous light greenish yellow gold, the obverse reflec¬ 

tive and the reverse frosty. A few' very minor scratches and scat¬ 

tered contact marks are mixed with faint adjustment marks. The 

date, especially the digits 1 and 0, is repunched. 

A short die crack connects the left shield point with the scroll above. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of October 1968, Lot 1544. 
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Choice Mint State 1807 Half Eagle 

John Reich's Capped Bust 

(2X photo) 

785 1807 Breen-6453, B-5D. Rarity-3. Capped Bust. MS-64 (PCGS). 

This is a lovely example of the first year of Capped Bust coinage, 

designed byjohn Reich. His hallmarked scalloped star is visible 

just right of the date, with the scalloped point toward the bor¬ 

der. Extremely sharp strike with frosty deep yellow gold lustre. 

Very' nearly gem quality and would qualify as such except for a 

few very minor contact marks, mostly on the obverse. Although 

there are rare varieties, this series of Capped Bust half eagle 

coinage provides a reasonable goal for date collectors. All years 

from 1807 to 1812 are relatively easy to obtain. 

A microscopic die crack joins the inner points of stars 2 and 3. Minor clash 

marks are present on the obverse. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, April 28, 1972. 

Mint State 1807 Capped Bust $5 

786 1807 Breen-6453, B-5D. Rarity-3. Capped Bust. MS-63 (PCGS 

A lovely example representing the new design with larg 

Capped Bust obverse, the bust facing left. Highly lustrous brig! 

yellow gold with lovely surfaces. Very light hairlines and surfac 

marks. Two reverse dies were used in connection with the min 

age of this issue, the presently offered reverse being the mor 

available of the two. 

Light obverse clash marks, perfect reverse. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of the John A. Beck Colfo 

lion, Part I, January 1975, Lot 370. 

Mint State 1807 Capped Bust $5 

Rare Reverse Variation 

787 1807 Breen-6453, B-5E. Rarity-6+. Capped Bust. MS-6 

(PCGS). Sharply struck and fully prooflike, the reverse ntor 

deeply mirrored than the obverse. A few light marks are notec 

The reverse border from 7:00 to 10:00 due to light adjustmer 

marks. Two reverse dies were used for this issue, this second r< 

verse being quite rare. Over the years since 1972, we have o 

ferecl 61 examples of the Breen-5D variety and just two of thi 

Breen-5E variety, those examples being an AU-55 grade coin i 

our June 1989 sale and an EE-40 in our May 1998 auction. Thi 

may he the finest known of the variety. 

Perfect obverse and reverse. 

From Lester Merlons sale of October 1969, Lot 428. Fx Lambed 2 

(Chapman 1910). 
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Scarce 1808/7 Half Eagle 

1808/7 Breen-6455, B-2A. Rarity-5. Overdate. EF-40. Light 

greenish yellow gold with traces of lustre in the protected areas. 

A large planchet imperfection covers star 4 as illustrated. 

The obverse has a diagonal bisecting crack from the border at 1:00 through 

the cap and head of Miss Liberty to star 2. Another crack from the border 

through star 11 almost reaches the hair. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of theJohn A. Beck Collec¬ 

tion, Part I, January 1975, Lot 373. 

Mint State 1808 Half Eagle 

Normal Date 

1808 Breen-6456, B-4A. Rarity-4. Normal Date. MS-63 (PCGS). 

Deep greenish yellow gold with very frosty lustre. A delightful 

example with only a few very minor surface imperfections. 

Perfect obverse and reverse dies. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bartle Collection, October 1984, Lot 1112. 

Another 1808 $5 

1808 Breen-6457, B-4B. Rarity-4. Normal Date. AU-58. Sharply 

struck and well centered with lustrous pale yellow gold. Very 

pleasing surfaces. 

Very light obverse clash marks. 

Purchased from New England Rare Coin Galleries, July 10, 1975. 

Choice Mint State 1809/8 Half Eagle 

(2X photo) 

791 1809/8 Breen-6458, B-1A. Rarity-3. Overdate. MS-64 (PCGS). 

An outstanding example, sharply struck in deep greenish or¬ 

ange-gold with soft frosty mint lustre. Certainly one of the high¬ 

lights among coins in the present collection when aesthetic as¬ 

pects are considered. This specimen is one of the nicest quality 

coins for the grade that we have handled in a long time. 

Minor die rust is visible on the obverse with faint clash marks on the reverse. 

A faint die crack joins the outer points of stars 1 through 6 and another the 

inner points of stars 11, 12, and 13. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Alex Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

1944. 

Popular 1810 Half Eagle 

Large Date, Large 5 

792 1810 Breen-6459, B-1A. Rarity-3. Large Date, Large 5. MS-62 

(PCGS). Lustrous greenish yellow gold with a few scattered sur¬ 

face marks. Very sharply struck. A few light adjustment marks 

are noted in the upper reverse field. 

Perfect dies. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of October 1966, Lot 332. 
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Another 1810 Large Date $5 

Large 5 

793 1810 Breen-6459, B-1A. Rarity-3. Large Date, Large 5. EF-45. 

Deep orange-gold with a tint of green. Sharply struck with a few 

minor hairlines. An attractive example. 

Perfect dies. 

From Paramount's session of Auction '80, Lot 923. This luas a four- 

coin lot including each of the major varieties of 1810 half eagles. This 

Large Date, Large 5 variety and the Large Date, Small 5 example are 

each in the present sale. The Small Date, Tall 5 coin is scheduled for 

the next sale while the Small Date, Small 5 coin is being retained by the 

Hairy W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation. 

Rare 1810 Half Eagle Variety 

Large Date, Small 5 

(2X photo) 

794 1810 Breen-6460, B-1B. Rarity-7. Large Date, Small 5. EF-40. 

Bright greenish yellow gold, the surface brushed in a manner to 

simulate mint lustre. Still quite an attractive example of this very 

scarce variety, the first we have handled in 22 years. This is only 

the third auction appearance of this variety in our many auction 

sales, the others both similarly graded coins, appearing in our 

sales of October 1977 and May 1976. 
Perfect obverse and reverse dies. 

From Paramount’s session of Auction '80, Lot 923. 

Extremely Rare 1810 Half Eagle 

Small Date, Small 5 

(2X photo) 

795 1810 Breen-6461, B-2B. Rarity-7. Small Date, Small 5. EF4 

(PCGS). In his Complete Encyclopedia, Walter Breen suggeste 

that fewer than eight examples of this major variety are knowi 

none Mint State. A very pleasing example with natural greenis 

gold surfaces, displaying typical lightlv abraded surfaces, as e: 

pected for the grade. The reverse rim is slightly weak abov 

STAT. A small dark spot just left of the forecurl is an importar 

pedigree characteristic. This is the first example of this variet 

we have ever offered, another testimonial to the depth an 

breadth of the present Bass Collection presentation. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (AU-55). 

1 he obverse die is shattered, no doubt accounting for this variety’s rant 

The reverse die has light cracks through lower portions of the design. On tl 

obverse, a heavy crack from the border through first digit 1, continui 

through the drapery and clasp, hair curls, and cap, to the border above star! 

A crack from star 3 to the nose passes through the curl in front of Liberty 

ear to the first crack just below Y. A crack from the border through star 9 joii 

the first crack in the hair below Y. A crack from the border through two low* 

points of star 12 reaches the hair curls. A crack from the drapery through tof 

of the date joins stars 13 and 12. Another crack joins stars 8 through 11- Ce 

tainlv one of the very last coins struck from this obverse die. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, August 2, 1994. 
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Mint State 1810 Small Date $5 

Another Mint State 1810 Small Date $5 

1810 Breen-6462, B-2D. Rarity-4. Small Date, Tall 5. MS-63 

(PCGS). Frosty bright yellow gold lustre with attractive orange 

toning. Minor hairlines and other imperfections have been in¬ 

corporated into the grade designation (if the piece weie pc 1 feet 

it would, of course, be called MS-70!) 

Die cracks as previously are slightly more advanced. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1971, Lot 835. 

Mint State 1811 Half Eagle 

798 1811 Breen-6463, B-1A. Rarity-4. Tall 5. MS-63 (PCGS). 

Sharply struck with reflective light green-gold lustre. Minor sur¬ 

face marks are visible. A few light adjustment marks are con¬ 

fined to the left obverse border. This is the scarcer of two die 

varieties for 1811, both offered in the present sale. Both were 

struck from a single obverse die mated with two different re¬ 

verse dies. 

Light obverse and reverse clash marks. No die cracks. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of the Kaufman Collection, August 1978, Lot 

801. 

Another Mint State 1811 $5 

799 1811 Breen-6463, B-1A. Rarity-4. Tall 5. MS-60 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant and frosty deep orange-gold lustre with lightly abraded sur¬ 

faces as expected for the grade. 

A small crack joins die outer points of stars 9 and 10. No clash marks. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of the John A. Beck Collec¬ 

tion, Part I, January 1975, Lot 387. 

Third Mint State 1811 $5 

800 1811 Breen-6464, B-1B. Rarity-3+. Small 5. MS-62 (PCGS). 

Frosty greenish gold lustre with scattered abrasions. Sharply 

struck and pleasing. 

Very light obverse and reverse clash marks. A small crack joins the outer 

points of stars 9 and 10. 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1973, Lot 1052. 

(2X photo) 

1810 Breen-6462, B-2D. Rarity-4. Small Date, Tall 5. MS-63 

(PCGS). Rich yellow gold lustre with very sharp design details. A 

lovely example with only a few very minor abrasions. 

PCGS Population: 6; 2 finer (MS-64). 

The obverse has a light crack through the date and another through stars 3 

to 6. The reverse has minor rust pits and a crack from the first A in AMERICA 

across the wing to top of the scroll. 

From Stack’s sale of November 1974, Lot 552. 

WKRS AND MERENA 21 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Mint State 1812 $5 

801 1812 Breen-6466, B-1B. Rarity-3+. Wide 5D. MS-62 (PCGS). 
Sharply struck with very attractive light orange-gold lustre. Mi¬ 

nor surface marks do not distract from the aesthetic appeal. 

Heavy obverse and reverse dash marks. No die cracks are noted. 

Purchased from A-Mark Coin Co., March 16, 1978. 

Pleasing 1812 Half Eagle 

802 1812 Breen-6466, B-1B. Rarity-3+. Wide 5D. MS-61 (PCGS). 
Highly lustrous bright yellow7 gold with a few very minor surface 

marks. A lovely, sharply struck example. This is the more avail¬ 

able of two die varieties for 1812. 

A short die crack from the wing passes just left of die first A in AMERICA to 

the border. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of October 1969, Lot 433. 

Mint State 1813 Half Eagle 

803 1813 Breen-6467, B-1A. Rarity-3. MS-63. Highly lustrous, fro 

greenish gold with a few very minor abrasions and hairlin 

Minute rim bruises are visible at 10:00 on the obverse and 11: 

on the reverse. This is the first year of the new Capped He 

design type, an important opportunity for the type collecti 

This design type continued, with slight modifications, throu 

1834, prior to introduction of the Classic Head design withe 

reverse motto. This die variety is slightly more common th 

the other variety of this year, from a different reverse die. 

Perfect dies. 

From our sale of June 1974, Lot 1043. 

Mint State 1814/3 Half Eagle 

804 1814/3 Breen-6468, B-1A. Rarity-4. Overdate. MS-62. Sharp 

struck in light yellow7 gold with a few minor hairlines and oth 

typical surface marks. A small rim bruise at star 12 has been i 

minished through very minor filing. This prevented certifit 

tion, however, is truly a very7 minor impairment. Still a high 

attractive coin that is sure to please. Although wre have handli 

a number of 1814/3 half eagles, only the example in our Jan 

ary 1986 sale, graded MS-63, is finer than this. 

Moderate clash marks are visible on both sides. 

In the American series there are many overdates, but the 1814/3 is certaii 

in the top 10% with regard to die prominence of the overdate feature. I 

subtlety here! 

Purchased from Route Cr Brownlee, November 1, 1966. 
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Outstanding 1815 Half Eagle 

A Classic Rarity 

From Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. 

> 1815 Breen-6469, B-1A. Rarity-7-. AU-58 (PCGS). 1 his lovely 
1815 half eagle, an example of quality and rarity, displays nearly 
full lustre with sharp design definition. A few veiy light hairlines 
and other imperfections are noted, including minor sciatches 
between Liberty’s eye and ear, carefully evaluated and consid¬ 
ered by the experts at PCGS when they assigned the AU-58 

grade. 
We are currently aware of just 12 surviving examples of the 

rarity, these from an original mintage reported to be 635 coins. 
The number of suiwivors, just 2% of the mintage, seems realis¬ 
tic. With the low mintage and small number of survivors, this is 
one of the numismatic classics among the early half eagle coin¬ 
age. The entire mintage was struck in November (Breen states 
November 3, 1815) from small gold deposits by Thomas Parker, 
Charles Kalkman, and the Bank of Pennsylvania. In his mono¬ 
graph, Early United States Half Eagles 1795-1838, Walter Breen 
related the following history of this issue, as compiled from ma¬ 

terial in “Bullion Journal C” in the National Archives: 
“June 24, 1815. Thomas Parker deposited standard gold val¬ 

ued at $337.44. July 3. Charles Kalkman deposited gold valued 
at $1,054. October 30. The Bank of Pennsylvania deposited 
gold valued at $328.03. The same day, the Treasurer of the 
Mint sent to the Melter and Refiner the above collection of 
gold coins and bullion, debiting him with $1,719.47 in gold. 
This lot—together with some 1814 deposited gold then in the 
Mint—went through the normal processes. November 3. The 
Coiner struck and delivered 635 half eagles plus three extra 
for assay (these were tested by the Assay Commission on Feb¬ 
ruary 12, 1816, together with $2.00 in half dollars and quarter 
dollars). Sundry Accounts were paid, including the three 
above-named depositors, plus $16.71 compensation being re¬ 
tained by the Mint for expenses of refining sub standard gold 
which had to be brought up to 916.66 fine. December 31. 
$3,661.33 fit for coining remained in Coiner's hands 
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uncoined. January 11, 1816. A fire in the rear building of the 

Mint damaged rolling and cutting apparatus sufficiently to 

make any further coinage of gold or silver impossible until ex¬ 

tensive repairs could be made.” 

Today, we are aware of just 12 surviving specimens from the 

original mintage. These are enumerated below, adapted from 

notes by Saul Teichman, a long-time friend of our company who 

shared his notes. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

A thin die crack from border to forelock just misses two upper points of star 

5. .Another crack connects stars 12 and 13. The reverse has clash marks visible 

within the vertical shield stripes. A thin die crack through the base of D in the 

denomination connects this letter with the period. This reverse die was earlier 

used in 1813. One can't help but wonder if the clash marks are from the 1815 
obverse die or die 1813 obverse die. 

Significandy, this issue was once so rare that Dr. Montroville W. Dickeson in 

his 1859 book, The American Numismatical Manual, this being the first substan¬ 

tial work printed in America on the subject, wrote: “The Mint Report gives a 

coinage of 635 pieces for this year. We have never met with one of them...” 
Quite a statement, this! 

Registry of Known 1815 Half Eagles 

1. Smithsonian Institution, this being the present repository of the Mint 

Cabinet. Walter Breen noted this was acquired for the Mint Cabinet from a 

private collecdon on December 4, 1885. The same piece was earlier owned by 

George Seavey, and also appeared in the Bispham Collection conducted by 

S.H. and H. Chapman, February 1880. The fact that the curator of the Mint 

Cabinet had to acquire a piece on the open market is reflective of the overall 

rarity of the 1815, for beginning in the 1830s, and continuing intensely after¬ 

ward, the numismadcally inclined individuals at the Philadelphia Mint (most 

notably Jacob Reese Eckfeldt and William E. Dubois in the early years), 

scanned incoming deposits of gold coins, selecting pieces of interest. 

2. Connecticut State Library, the collection of J.C. Mitchelson, entrepre¬ 

neur from Tariffeville in the same state. Mitchelson was also a vest-pocket coin 

dealer of sorts, and enjoyed acquiring, buying, selling, and trading pieces that 

he picked up on his far-flung travels, including trips to the West Coast. 

3. Swedish Mint Museum, Stockholm. When Joseph J. Mickley went on an 

extended trip to Europe, he kept in contact with William E. Dubois, who re¬ 

corded certain of Mickley’s experiences in the American Journal of Numismat¬ 

ics. Not as well known is a brief interview conducted with Philadelphia dealer 

Ebenezer Locke Mason', Jr., published in his house organ in the 1870s. 

Mickley told Mason that he examined the Royal Cabinet of coins, but was able 

to find only a single United States specimen of any denomination, this being— 
remarkably and fantastically—the 1815 $5 rarity. 

4. Smithsonian Institution. From the Josiah K. Lilly, Jr. Collection, ac¬ 

quired by gift from the Lilly estate in the late 1960s. Earlier, this specimen was 

featured in the Farish-Baldenhofer sale conducted by Stack’s in 1955. Much 

earlier, this coin was in the Matthew Stickney Collection and Ten Eyck Collec¬ 
tion. Intermediate pedigree uncertain. 

5. Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation. From the Norweb Collection. 

This is die plate coin for the Flanagan, Bell, and H.R. Lee sales, all by Stack’s. 

Retained by the Bass Foundation and not the coin offered here. 

6. The presently offered specimen from the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection. 

Earlier from the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, previously from George 

Seavey, Lorin Parmelee, H.P. Smith, and John H. Clapp. Much could be writ¬ 

ten about each of the previous owners, as, indeed, is true of most of the pedi¬ 
gree names in this list. 

7* From our sale of the Garrett Collection for the Johns Hopkins Univer¬ 

sity, November 1979, Lot 460. T. Harrison Garrett obtained this specimen 

from Harold Newlin, an attorney who enjoyed “horse trading” in coins, and 

whose correspondence is excerpted in the book by Q. David Bowers, The 

History of United States Coinage as Illustrated by the Garrett Collection, 1979. Ear¬ 

lier, the piece is said to have been owned by W. Elliot Woodward, William S. 

Appleton and, before that, Joseph J. Mickley. In our own generation this 

specimen was sold in the Garrett Collection, as noted, and later appeared in 
Auction '84. 

8. Private Collection. From the Davis-Graves sale by Stack’s in 1954, 

Stack’s 1976 ANA Sale, and Paramount’s fixed price list of the R.E. 
Naftzger, Jr. Collection. 

9. Amon Carter, Jr. Collection sold by Stack’s in 1984. Earlier from the 

Waldo C. Newcomer and William Cutler Atwater collections. 

10. Michael Keston Collection sold by Superior in 1996. Earlier from the 

Charles Kramer Collection sold by Stack’s and Superior in 1988. Prior pedi¬ 
gree uncertain. 

11. James A. Stack, Sr. Collection sold by Stack’s in 1995. In that offering 

they stated this was from the Flanagan Collection, although the coin does 

not match the plate in the Flanagan catalogue (also see comments under 

No. 5 above, the piece that does match the Flanagan plate). Although we 

have no information concerning whether this was practiced with the 

Flanagan offering, it was quite popular for certain auctioneers in numis¬ 

matic firms, B. Max Mehl and Numismatic Gallery prominent among them, 

to use “stock” illustrations when offering coins for sale. Thus, in many in¬ 

stances the pieces described in the catalogue were not the coins illustrated. 

This makes pedigree-matching by the use of plates a futile effort in such in¬ 
stances. 

12. An example offered by Superior in 1993. The coin plated appears dif¬ 
ferent than any other example listed earlier. 

Several other auction appearances have not been specifically matched to 

any of the above. Tracking pedigrees through plate matching can be a diffi¬ 

cult process complicated by poor photographic quality and the unfortunate 

use of stock photos in early catalogues, whereby photographs were used 

even though they were not of the coin being offered. Carl W.A. Carlson 

wrote an excellent article on pedigree tracking, this appearing as part of the 

American Numismatic Association Centennial Anthology. One of Carlson’s fa¬ 

vorite pastimes—usually conducted in his spare time—was to endeavor to 

link consecutive offerings of the same specimen. Carl’s contributions to nu¬ 

mismatics were interesting and significant, and thus it was with a degree of 

pride that we offered for sale his reference collection in one of our past auc¬ 

tions. At one time he envisioned die idea of forming a “counsel” of people 

interested in research which, if memory senes, was intended to consist of 

seven prime counselors, each of whom would be in correspondence with 

several other counselors who would report to him or her. Thus, the efforts 

of a couple dozen or more researchers could be coordinated. 

Recently we receiv ed an inquiry from a leading researcher in the Ameri¬ 

can series who asked if our Rare Coin Review could sene as a common meet- 

ing point to list research, with intended publication, as being conducted by 

various scholars in such fields as coins, tokens, medals, and paper money. 

We suggested that the American Journal of Numismatics, published by the 

American Numismatic Society, but nearly entirely devoted to foreign numis¬ 

matics (the most recent issue had not even a single article on the .American 

series) might be a better forum, and one that had no commercial connec¬ 

tion. However, perhaps as an interim or stopgap measure, our the pages of 

our Review could be opened for this purpose. We invite interested research¬ 
ers to communicate with the editor, Dave Bowers. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, October 

1982, Lot 370. From the Clapp Collection 1942; earlier in the 

Harlan P. Smith Collection (Chapman Brothers, May 1906). 
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Important Mint State 1818 Half Eagle 

STATESOF Reverse 

(2X photo) 

1818 Breen-6470, B-2B. Rarity-4. STATESOF. MS-64 

(PCGS). Sharply struck with frosty deep orange-gold lustre 

and very minor surface marks. The reverse die was rotated 

clockwise about 45°. Very minor adjustment marks are noted 

at center of reverse. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-66). 

A thin die crack bisects the final 8, continuing through the hair curls and 

earlobe reaching star 6 and the border. The reverse die is perfect. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of theJohn A. Beck Collec¬ 

tion, Part I, January 1975, Lot 400. 

Another 1818 STATESOf $5 

807 1818 Breen-6470, B-2B. Rarity-4. STATESOF. AU-53 (PCGS). 

A very pleasing example in light yellow gold with considerable 

remaining lustre. 

PCGS Population: 1; 8 finer (MS-66 finest). 

The obverse has a crack from the lower border bisecting the final 8 and 

through the bust to Liberty’s ear. 

Purchased from Robert Johnson, February 29, 1972. 

1818 Half Eagle 

Normal Reverse 

808 1818 Breen-6471, B-1A. Rarity-5. Normal Reverse. AU-55 

(PCGS). Very7 pleasing light yellow gold surfaces with light or¬ 

ange toning. Slightly soft at the central obverse and reverse. 

Considerable lustre remains in the protected areas. 

Perfect obverse. A die crack connects the bases of .AMERICA and D. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 973. 

Another 1818 Normal Reverse $5 

809 1818 Breen-6471, B-1A. Rarity-5. Normal Reverse. EF-40. Light 

greenish gold with very slightly sweated surfaces. 

A crack joins bases of AMERICA and D while another crack passes just right 

of the lowest leaf on its journey from claw to border. 

“Sweating” is an early numismatic term which refers to coins that were 

placed in bags or small pouches and repeatedly shaken, thus causing small 

flakes of gold to fall off the “sweated” coins. Over the course of time, mer¬ 

chants or others could garner a bit of free gold from the coins they handled 

in this manner. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 353. 
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Choice Mint State 1818 Half Eagle 

Blundered Reverse 

5D Over 50 

Second 1818 5D Over 50 $5 

811 1818 Breen-6472, B-3C. Rarity-6. 5D Over 50. AU-58 (PCGS 
Sharply struck in attractive greenish gold with considerable li 

tre, nearly complete. A few very minor hairlines and other tii 

abrasions are noted. 

PCGS Population: 1; 7 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Later die state than the previous lot. Both dies have minor clash marks. T] 

reverse has a faint crack through tops of ATES. 

Purchased from Coin Galleries of San Francisco, August 20, 196t 

(2X photo) 

810 1818 Breen-6472, B-3C. Rarity-6. 5D Over 50. MS-63 (PCGS). 
Frosty light greenish gold lustre with a few widely scattered con¬ 

tact marks, most notably under E of UNITED. Very sharply 
struck. 

PCGS Population: 3: 1 finer (MS-65). 

Perfect dies. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1764. 
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Extremely Rare 1819 Half Eagle 

A Classic in the Series 

Possibly Fewer than 20 Known 

(2X photo) 

1819 Breen-6473, B-1A. Rarity-6. 5D over 50. MS-63 (PCGS). 
Frosty yellow gold lustre with attractive peripheral orange ton¬ 

ing. A few very minor hairlines and other abrasions are present, 

however, this is a specimen of high quality. The reverse of this 

variety represents a reuse of the 5D over 50 blundered die ear¬ 

lier used for 1818 coinage. 
This issue is a major rarity among early half eagles. The re¬ 

ported mintage of 51,723 coins for 1819 does not tell the story. 

Most certainly, almost all of these were dated 1818. Coins dated 

1818 are much more common while coins dated 1819 are far 

rarer to believe the mintage figures. In his Complete Encyclopedia, 

Walter Breen suggested that less than 20 examples are known of 

three different die varieties. Pedigrees of known examples have 

not been compiled by us at this time. Saul Teichman enumer¬ 

ated 17 different coins of all three varieties, however, he stated 

that his information is very incomplete. 
The presently offered coin is the Wolfson Collection speci¬ 

men, earlier pedigreed by Walter Breen to David S. Wilson 

(sold by Chapman in 1907), William H. Woodin (plated in the 

1914 ANS catalogue), F.C.C. Boyd (sold by Numismatic Gallery 

in 1946), and the “Memorable” Collection (sold by Numismatic 

Gallery in 1948). 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Clash marks within the vertical shield stripes only. Light die rust lumps are 

over D in the denomination, not present on either 1818 just offered, although 

from the same reverse die. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg February 14, 1972. Earlier from 

Stack 's sale of the Wolfson Collection. Still earlier from the David S. 

Wilson (1907), the cabinet of William H. Woodin, the F.C.C. Boyd 

Collection (1946), and the “Memorable” Collection (1948), as noted 

above. 

Extremely Rare 1820 Half Eagle Variety 

Assigned Designation “Breen-7K 

Not Known to Breen or Miller 

813 1820 Breen-6476, B-7F. Rarity-7. Square Base 2. VF-35. (Desig¬ 

nation recently assigned; Breen did not know of the variety). 

Deep yellow gold with moderately abraded surfaces resulting 

from improper cleaning. Still very attractive and extremely rare. 

This variety was not known to Walter Breen when he compiled 

his manuscripts on early gold varieties. The variety was also un¬ 

known to Robert W. Miller, Sr. when he published his mono¬ 

graph on the early gold varieties in 1997. This is one of only twTo 

examples we have currently traced, the other being retained by 

the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation. It is probably that a 

small number of additional examples exist, perhaps two or 

three others. 

Light clash marks with a small bulge over the date. 

In our descriptions of certain earlier half eagles, we have alluded to difficult 

challenges facing us when attempting to sort out the various varieties. The 

presently offered date, 1820, is possibly one of our greatest challenges. We 

have to determine which obverse and reverse dies actually exist, and how 

these were combined to create an accurate list of actual varieties. Past litera¬ 

ture has described seven different obverse dies and six reverse dies in various 

combinations. Three major groups exist: Square-based 2; Curve-based 2, 

Large Letters; and Curve-based 2, Small Letters. Using Breen’s obverse and 

reverse die notations, we believe the following nine varieties exist. Square- 

based 2: Breen-1 A, 1C, 2B, and 7F. Curve-based 2, Large Letters: Breen-3C 

and 6C. Curve-based 2, Small Letters: Breen-3D, 4E, and 6D. Harry Bass was 

able to acquire all nine of these varieties with three different among four 

coins in the present sale. 

The half eagles of 1820 were of particular interest to Harry Bass, and among 

his notes are draft articles and commentaries. We plan to incorporate these in 

the sylloge now being prepared for the Harry W. Bass, Jr. Research Founda¬ 

tion. We invite contributions from interested scholars and collectors who may 

have information not already incorporated in published reference works. 

Credit will be given to all who help. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, April 13, 1972. 
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Gem 1820 Half Eagle 

Curved Base 2, Large Letters 

814 1820 Breen-6477, B-6C. Rarity-6. Curved Base 2, Large Let¬ 
ters. MS-65 (PCGS). Sharply struck and extremely lustrous 

and frosty bright yellow gold. A lovely gem with only a few very 

minor toning spots. Certainly a highlight in the present sale. 

This is the third example of this die marriage we have handled, 

the others being a Proof example acquired by Harry Bass from 

the Norweb Collection and being retained by the foundation, 

and a choice MS-63 coin offered in our sale of June 1986. In¬ 

terestingly, six different business strike examples of this variety 

that we have traced are all choice or gem Mint State. Thus, 

there must have been a very special circumstance regarding 

the original distribution from this die pair—perhaps for pre¬ 

sentation? 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Perfect dies. 

Purchased from Wayne Pratali, August 13, 1969. 
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Amazing Gem 1820 Half Eagle 

Curved Base 2, Large Letters 

From the Bareford Collection 

1820 Breen-6477, B-3C. Rarity-5+. Curved Base 2, Large Let¬ 
ters. MS-65 (PCGS). A lovely gem with satiny bright yellow gold 

lustre and superb design definition. A few virtually impercep¬ 

tible hairlines and other abrasions require magnification to see. 

When was the last time anyone offered two Gem 1820 half 

eagles? This is probably the finest known business strike ex¬ 

ample of this die variety in existence. We have notes on a dozen 

examples of this variety, with only two of these being less than 

MS-60. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Light obverse clash marks. Perfect reverse. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 

159. 
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Choice Mint State 1820 Half Eagle 

Curved Base 2, Large Letters 

Prooflike Mint State 1823 Half Eagle 

(2X photo) 

816 1820 Breen-6477, B-3C. Rarity-5+. Curved Base 2, Large Let¬ 
ters. MS-63 (PCGS). Very sharply struck with finely detailed 

hair curls, possibly representing a new hub. Lustrous bright yel¬ 

low gold with minor hairlines and other abrasions. This rede¬ 

fined obverse is reminiscent of large cents from this same date, 

also with much finer hair detail than in previous years. Perhaps 

new hubs were introduced this year for both denominations. 

PCGS Population: 1; 3 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Perfect dies. 

From Rarcoa’s session of Auction '85, Lot 433. 

<2X photo) 

817 1823 Breen-6481, B-1A. Rarity-4. MS-63 (PCGS). A cameo i 

bright yellow gold with reflective prooflike fields and lustroi 

devices. Usual minor surface marks are present. Very sharp 

struck and extremely attractive. This is the only known die vai 

ety of 1823-dated half eagles. This design type was minted froi 

1813 through 1829. Of all the different issues, only 181 

1814/3, 1818, 1820, and 1823 are available at reasonable prit 

levels. Of course, any choice Mint State example, such as th; 

offered here, is a rarity and deserv es significant bidding. On a 

absolute basis, very few 1823 half eagles exist, and no doubt 

survey of leading dealers would reveal that many if not mo 

have never handled even a single specimen in any grade. 

PCGS Population: 2: 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

From Rowe is? Brownlee, May 7, 1969. Earlier from Rarcoa's sale 

April 1968, Lot 204. 
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Classic 1827 Half Eagle Rarity 

Possibly 30 Exist 

(2X photo) 

1827 Breen-6486, B-1A. Rarity-5. AU-58 (PCGS). A pleasing ex¬ 

ample in deep orange-gold with a few minor hairlines, the most 

noticeable in the left obverse field. Very sharply struck with 

nearly complete details. The lustre is only broken on the very 

highest points of design. This is the only die variety of the year. 

Probably at the high end of Rarity-5 and possibly even Rarity-6. 

In his Complete Encyclopedia, Walter Breen stated that just 12 to 

15 exist. We believe the survival is actually in the range of 30 

coins. Saul Teichman has compiled notes on 11 examples and 

notes that “this is an extremely difficult year to pedigree. 

PCGS Population: 2; 9 finer (MS-65 finest). 

From Stack’s sale of February 1977, Lot 815. Earlier from 

Paramount’s sale of February 1975. 

(2X photo) 

819 1828 Breen-6488, B-2B. Rarity-6+. Normal Date. MS-62 
(PCGS). Lovely deep orange-gold with frosty lustre, very slightly 

reflective in the obverse fields. A few veiy minor hairlines and 

other imperfections are noted. The coinage ol 1828 includes 

two overdate varieties with possibly five or six known and two 

normal date varieties, such as offered here, with fewer than 20 

specimens known. Notes by Saul Teichman include details on 

five examples of two overdate varieties and 12 examples of two 

normal date varieties. 
For years the 1828 half eagle has been recognized as one of 

the foremost classics in the series. Often a span of years will 

elapse between our offering a piece at auction, and the same 

could be said for other leading auction firms. In a way, the 1828 

may be “too rare,” for relatively little notice has been given to it. 

The present offering is one of the most important in this sale. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Perfect obverse. A minute die crack connects the base of 5 and D in the de¬ 

nomination. 

From our sale of the Garrett Collection, November 1979, Lot 470. 

Earlier from William Hesslein, November 25, 1919. This coin came to 

us accompanied by a lot envelope from the Norweb Collection, that coin 

being; retained by the Hany W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation. Appar¬ 

ently, at some time in the past, the two coins were placed in improper 

coin envelopes. The coin presently offered, however, does match the il¬ 

lustration in our Garrett Collection catalogue (which followed our 

policy, years ago and also today, oj using illustrations of the actual 

coins being sold, rather than “stock" pictures). 

A Classic Rarity 

Mint State 1828 Half Eagle 

From the Garrett Collection 
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Gem 1829 Large Planchet Half Eagle 

Only Seven Known 

820 1829 Breen-6489, B-1A. Rarity-7. Large Planchet. MS- 
65 (PCGS). This superb half eagle has deep greenish 

gold lustre with a trace of orange. The surface blends 

frosty lustre around the borders and on the devices with 

more reflective satiny lustre among the interior fields. A 

few very minor surface marks are present, however, the 

superb aesthetic qualities more than overcome the mi¬ 

nor imperfections. 

Just seven examples of this variety are known, accord¬ 

ing to both Walter Breen and Saul Teichman. Of these, 

two were owned by Harry Bass with the finer(!) Virgil 

Brand coin being retained by the Foundation. Another 

example is permanently housed in the Smithsonian In¬ 
stitution. 

.Although we tend to state our own feelings, and not to 

emphasize rarity at the expense of accuracy (see our 

comments under Lot 818, for which we could simply 

have stated that 12 to 15 exist), in the present instance 

we have no reason to doubt that seven or eight known 

1829 $5 pieces of this variety is correct or very nearly so. 

On the other hand, Saul Teichman suggests nine ex¬ 

amples are known. Further, Walter Breen’s roster in his 

Complete Encyclopedia creates some confusion as he has a 

single auction listing included for two different coins. 

As with many aspects of early half eagle coinage, much 

more research is needed (and is in progress). 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Perfect obverse. The reverse has minor clash marks and a minor 

crack through bases of 5D and left to border. 

Further concerning pedigree listings and rarity evaluations: 

The determination of the true rarity of certain early United States 

coins is a very difficult procedure. As noted earlier, it was the prac¬ 

tice of some firms to use stock illustrations while offering rarities 

for sale. Thus, such catalogues are useless in determining pedigrees, 

unless the identity of the buyer is learned, and the coin can be 

tracked down at a later date. Among early catalogues, particularly 

those circa 1859-1890, many rare United States coins were de¬ 

scribed but not illustrated. The grades used in the descriptions are 

of no value today, as often the quality indications were “stretched” 

for scarce and rare pieces. A coin that might be called “Very Fine” if 

of a common variety, might become “nearly Mint State” if it was a 

rarity. Still further, grading interpretations at all levels have changed 

dramatically since then. 

In today’s era we have population reports of coins that have 

passed under the evaluation of the different grading services. How¬ 

ever, a single coin can be resubmitted to a given grading service, as 

well as to other grading services, with the result that in some in¬ 

stances several different listings represent only one different speci¬ 

men. We cannot help but recall an instance in which a well-known 

dealer resubmitted a particularly nice 1916-D Mercury dime over 

two dozen times to his favorite grading service, until he finally re¬ 

ceived the grading number he wanted! 

To insute absolute accuracy, it would be necessary to conduct a 

modern-day evaluation of different rarities, examining them and 

making note of particular “fingerprints” that would forever identify 

them-such as the location of specific nicks and marks. 

From Stack’s 1976 ANA Sale, August 1976, Lot 2945. 

Earlier from Stack’s sale of the Dr. Clifford Smith Collection 

in 1955, Lot 1691. Earlier from the King Farouk Collection 
and still earlier from Col. E.H.R. Green. 
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1829 Breen-6490, B-2B. Rarity-7. Small Planchet. MS-61 PL. 
Sharply struck in deep yellow gold with fully prooflike fields and 

lightly frosted devices. An attractive cameo. A few light 

scratches and hairlines are seen in the left obverse field and in 

the reverse field, these preventing PCGS from issuing a certifi- 

cation. Thus, the grade designation is our own, which we believe 

is fair. 
This rarity is one of about eight known examples. Waltei 

Breen pays this the tribute as being “one of the most famous of 

all half eagle rarities.” The same writer delineates eight speci¬ 

mens known to him, which may include duplication, but which 

in any event includes a piece permanently in the Mint Cabi¬ 

net at tbe Smithsonian Institution. 

As a famous rarity plus its status as the first of the new de¬ 

sign type, the presently offered 1829 half eagle is of incred¬ 

ible importance. For the specialist it represents an opportu¬ 

nity that may not be repeated for a very long time. 

Perfect dies. 

Purchased, from Julian Leidman in August 1978. Earlier from 

Kagin’s sale of November 1974, Lot 1618. 

Extremely Rare 1829 Half Eagle 

Small Planchet 

About Eight Known 
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Mint State 1830 Half Eagle 

Classic Rarity 

Mint State 1834 No Motto $5 

Classic Head, Plain 4 

822 1830 Breen-6492, B-2. Rarity-5. Small 5D. MS-62 (PCGS). Deep 

yellow gold lustre, frosty in nature with light surface abrasions. 

This variety with Small 5D is slightly more available than the 

Large 5D variety. We have handled six and two examples of 

each variety, respectively, prior to this sale. Of the six appear¬ 

ances, the Eliasberg coin was described as Proof and the Garrett 

specimen as MS-63. The other four were classified in lower 
giades. 

As mentioned in the introduction to the present half eagle 

denomination, coins ol the 1829-1834 era are of special rarity, 

their elusive nature being equaled by few other date runs in the 

American series. This and related pieces are among the fore¬ 

most treasures in the Bass Collection being brought to the mar¬ 

ket. As is so often applicable, opportunity is the key word. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Perfect dies. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of February 1972, Lot 421. 

Attractive 1833 Half Eagle 

Famous Rarity 

823 1833 Breen-6498, B-II. Rarity-5. AU-50. Lightly reflective green¬ 

ish yellow gold with a few insignificant hairlines and other im¬ 

perfections. A very attractive example of this scarce coinage is¬ 

sue. This is Breen’s Large Wide Date and is clearly the most 

common variety of 1833 half eagle, although still rated as Rarity- 

5 with probably fewer than 50 examples known. 

With this coin we conclude the offering of early half eagles 
from the Bass Collection. 

A die crack from the border curves through the digit 1, bust tip, and star 1 

back to the border. The reverse has moderate die rust. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 1977, Lot 1768. 

824 1834 Breen-6501. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. MS-6 
(PCGS). Sharply struck with attractive, satiny green gold lustr 

Very pleasing with only a few scattered surface marks. A tru 

delightful example of the first year of the Classic Head styl 

Beginning with the Classic Head, the motto E PLURlBlj 

UNLJM, a fixture of the half eagle coinage ever since the fir 

employment of the Heraldic Eagle reverse, was eliminated. 

McCloskey-1 A. Fancy 8, Plain 4, top of 4 close to hair curl. No berry j 

branch, with tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Common variety. T1 

obverse has a series of curved die cracks through stars 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

Die varieties of Classic Head half eagles were described by John McCloski 

in “A Study of Classic Half Eagles, 1834-1838" published by American Numi 

mafic Society in America’s Gold Coinage edited by William E. Metcalf as parti 

the Coinage of the America’s Conference series, 1989. Harry W. Bass.J 

played a major role in this event with a display of many early gold coins. T1 

present selection of Classic Head half eagles include notes about Joh 

McCloskey’s attributions. 

The Classic Head design was created by William Kneass and was an adapt 

tion of John Reich’s design that appeared on large cents of 1808 to 1814 an 

half cents of 1809 to 1836. These dies were created by Kneass after passage! 

the Mint Act of June 28, 1834. lowering the weight of gold coinage. The r 

verse design was virtually identical to previous half eagles except the motto 

PLURIBUS UNUM was eliminated. The design was very slightly modified! 

Christian Gobrecht in 1836. 

New legislation, which was actually implemented on August 2, 1834, mad 

it possible for gold quarter eagles and half eagles to circulate once agaii 

something that had not happened since 1815. Now, for the first time in near! 

two decades, these pieces were seen in everyday channels of commerce in th 

United States, most often in large cities (in rural ar eas trade continued to b 
largely conducted by the barter system, credits, bank drafts, and notes). Cla 

sic Head half eagles, minted through and including 1838, were employed ii 

tensely, with t He result that today the typically seen grade is apt to be VF c 

EF, rarely AU, and even more rarely, Mint State. The Bass Collection is lade 

with exceptions, rather than coins of the general rule, and it is indeed remarl 

able that plural Mint State coins are now offered for sale. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, April 2, 1970. 
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Mint State 1834 Classic Head $5 

No Motto, Plain 4 

1834 Breen-6501. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. MS-63 
1 (PCGS). Highly lustrous brilliant yellow gold. The devices are 

l frosty while the fields are satiny. An attractive combination 

i yielding a light cameo appearance. A shallow patch of planchet 

[ roughness, possibly from a minor lamination, is below TE of 

[ STATES. Clearly the finest example of this die variety we have 

ever handled and certainly one of the very finest in existence. 

I The only finer example we are aware of was a gem in Stack’s sale 

J of May 1989. 

McCloskey-3A. Fancy 8, Plain 4, top of 4 distant from hair curl. No berry in 

| branch, with tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Scarce variety. The ob- 

I verse has a crack from Liberty’s eyelid to her chin, passing through her eye 

f and across her cheek. Another crack from the border at 5:00 extends into the 

I hair curls. 

From Stack’s 1976 ANA Sale, Lot 2948. 

Another Choice 1834 Half Eagle 

No Motto, Plain 4 

1834 Breen-6501. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. MS-63 
(PCGS). Bright yellow gold with sharp design details and 

slightly reflective fields. An attractive cameo with very minor 

j marks. 
McCloskey-3B. Thin die crack from eye to chin. Reverse with cracks from 

border to wing tips. 

From Stack’s session of Auction '85, Lot 1916. 

Lovely Prooflike 1834 Half Eagle 

No Motto, Plain 4 

1834 Breen-6501. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. MS-62 
(PCGS). A highly attractive example with deep yellow prooflike 

lustre. Numerous minor abrasions are reflected in the fields, 

appearing worse than they actually are. Very sharply stiuck with 

slight weakness at center of obverse. First year of the Classic 

Head design prepared by William Kneass. This example is equal 

in quality to the Garrett Collection coin and is one of the very 

finest business strikes of this die variety we have handled. A 

small number of choice and gem Mint State coins are known. 

Three date styles were used for the 1834 Classic Head half eagles: Plain 4 

with Block 8, Plain 4 with Fancy 8, and Crosslet 4 with Fancy 8. 

Another lovely Mint State example from the same dies. 

McCloskey-3B. Fancy 8, Plain 4, top of 4 distant from hair curl. No berry in 

branch, no tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. This variety is relatively 

available, but not often in Mint State. Here is another chance to compete for 

the ownership ol a very attractive piece. 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1973, Lot 1055. 

Lovely 1834 Classic Head $5 

828 1834 Breen-6501. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. AU-58. Bril¬ 

liant frosty deep yellow gold with a few minor surface marks. 

Traces of reflective prooflike surface are visible. Very slightly 

weak on the high points of the curls below the headband. A very 

pleasing example. 

McCloskey-3B. Fancy 8, Plain 4, top of 4 distant from hair curl. No berry in 

branch, no longue, arrow feather over center of 5. Common variety. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, July 23, 1970. 

Lustrous 1834 Classic Head $5 

829 1834 Breen-6501. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. AU-58. Lus¬ 

trous greenish gold with very slightly reflective surfaces. Very' 

sharply struck and with only minor imperfections. A highly de¬ 

sirable example for the date or type collector. 

McCloskey-3B. Fancy 8, Plain 4, top of 4 distant from hair curl. No berry' in 

branch, no tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Common variety. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bartle Collection, October 1984, Lot 1114. 

830 1834 Breen-6501. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. AU-50. 
Light yellow gold with moderately abraded surfaces. The sur¬ 

faces have been lightly brushed or otherwise treated to simulate 

a high degree of lustre. 

McCloskey-lA. Fancy 8, Plain 4, top of 4 close to hair curl. No berry in 

branch, with tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Common variety. The 

obverse has a series of curved die cracks through stars 3, 4, 5, and 6. 

Purchased from Edwin Shapero, December 28, 1971. 

831 1834 Breen-6501. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. AU-50. 
Light greenish gold with traces of lustre in the protected areas. 

A few minor surface marks although still very attractive. 

McCloskey-lA. Fancy 8, Plain 4, top of 4 close to hair curl. No berry in 

branch, with tongue, arrow feadier over center of 5. Common variety. 

From Rarcoa’s 1970 ANA Sale, Lot 1522. 

Choice Mint State 1834 Half Eagle 

No Motto, Triple-Cut Plain 4 

832 1834 Breen-6502. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. MS-64 
(PCGS). A lovely example, sharply struck with brilliant, frosty 

light yellow gold lustre. A few very minor surface marks are 

noted. Slightly weak at center of obverse and reverse. This is 

one of the very finest known from the die marriage. Liner than 

the coin in our November 1989 sale, one of just three Mint State 

coins we have previously offered. A few other Mint State ex¬ 

amples have been identified. 

McCloskey-2A. Block 8, plain 4, top of triple cut 4 distant from hair curl. No 

berry' in branch, with tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Perfect dies. 

Common variety. 

From Paramount’s 1969 ANA Sale, Lot 1872. 
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Lovely Mint State 1834 Half Eagle 

No Motto, Triple-Cut Plain 4 

833 1834 Breen-6502. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. MS-64 

(PCGS). Deep yellow gold lustre with a hint of orange. Frosty 

peripheral lustre with slightly reflective fields around devices. 

The devices are lustrous and provide attractive cameo contrast. 

Minor contact marks primarily on the reverse. Generally sharp 

although very slight central weakness is noted. Another wonder¬ 

ful example from this distinctive obverse. The digit 4 is tripled 

and this feature is clearly visible at top right. Three different re¬ 

verse dies were combined with this obverse and all three variet¬ 

ies are offered in the present sale. 

McCloskey-2B. Block 8, plain 4. top of triple cut 4 distant from hair curl. No 

berry in branch, no tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Tiny cracks from 

borders to wing tips. Scarce variety. 

Purchased from Stack's, November 3, 1970. 

Mint State 1834 Half Eagle 

No Motto, Triple-Cut Plain 4 

834 1834 Breen-6502. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. MS-61. 

Highly lustrous light orange-gold with minor surface marks and 

hairlines. Slightly weak at central obverse and reverse. Probably 

one of the very finest existing specimens from this scarce die 

marriage, although we must mention a remarkable MS-64 speci¬ 

men in our January 1996 Rarities Sale. This present example is 

probably the second or third finest known of this variety. 

McCloskey-2C. Block 8, I’lain 4, top of triple cut 4 distant from hair curl. 

Small detached berry in branch, with tongue, arrow feather over right edge of 
5. Scarce variety. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, May 3, 1973. 

Lustrous 1834 McCloskey-4C $5 

No Motto, Plain 4 

835 1834 Breen-6502. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. AU-55. Lus¬ 

trous bright yellow gold with a few very minor surface marks. 

Sharply struck and quite pleasing. This is only the third example 
of this die variety we have ever handled. 

McCloskey-4C. Block 8, Plain 4, top of 4 almost touches hair curl. Very 

small detached berry in branch, with tongue, arrow feather over right edge of 

5. A scarce variety. A die crack from the border at 11:30 passes between stars 

6 and 7 to the upper hair curls and BE of LIBERTY. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of October 1969, Lot 433. 

836 1834 Breen-6502. Classic Head. No Motto, Plain 4. AU-5> 

attractive example with lustrous bright greenish gold surf 

Very lightly abraded with a small scrape in the right ob 
field. 

McCloskey-2A. Block 8, Plain 4, top of triple cut 4 distant from hair cu 

berry in branch, with tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Commo 

ety. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, January 19, 1970. 

1834 Crosslet 4 Half Eagle 

837 1834 Breen-6503. Classic Head. No Motto, Crosslet 4. A 

(PCGS). A pleasing example with considerable bright ye 

gold lustre. Minor abrasions, scratches, and hairlines are n 

and have been factored into the grade by the experts at P( 

Very light scratches on Liberty’s cheek. 

McCloskey-5D. Fancy 8, Crosslet 4, top of 4 distant from hair curl. No 

in branch, no tongue, arrow feather over left edge of 5. Scarce variety. 

Purchased from Se Ro Coins, Inc., March 10, 1969. 

1834 Crosslet 4 Half Eagle 

838 1834 Breen-6503. Classic Head. No Motto, Crosslet 4. Al 

This is a lovely example of the popular Crosslet 4 variety, q 

scarce and hard to locate in nice quality. Light greenish j 

with considerable frosty lustre. A few very minor abrasions 

light hairlines are in evidence. Seldom do examples appeal 

the market in grades similar to this. Since 1972 we have i 

handled one finer example, a Mint State coin in our sale of 

Fairfield Collection, October 1977. 

McCloskey-5D. fancy 8, Crosslet 4, top of 4 distant from hair curl. Nol 

in branch, no tongue, arrow feather over left edge of 5. Scarce variety. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 723. 

Mint State 1835 Half Eagle 

839 1835 Breen-6504. MS-62 (PCGS). Light orange-gold with a ti 

of green. Frosty lustre. This is a very attractive specimen v 

faint hairlines and a few scattered contact marks. This var 

and the McCloskey-3D marriage are the onlv two reason; 

common varieties among 1835 half eagles. 

McCloskey-lA. Block 8. No berry in branch, no tongue, arrow feather 

left edge of 5. Common variety. Clashed at center of obverse and reverse 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 726. 
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Lovely Mint State 1835 Half Eagle 

Rare Die Variety 

1835 Breen-6504. MS-62 (PCGS). Only the fourth time we have 

i handled this variety at auction, this example being the finest. 

Deep greenish gold with reflective, prooflike surfaces. Lightly 

lustrous devices; an attractive cameo. Sharply struck. This is a 

• very rare variety and quite possibly the finest known example. 

> Certainly finer than the example in out January 1980 sale, the 

only other Mint State coin we recall offering. 

McCloskey-lD. Block 8. No berry in branch, with tongue, arrow feather 

I over center of 5. Rare variety. Central obverse clash marks. 

Purchased from Steinmetz Coins & Currency, Inc., August 24, 1978. 

Lustrous 1835 Half Eagle 

1835 Breen-6504. AU-58. Bright greenish gold with nearly com¬ 

plete frosty lustre. Lightly cleaned with minor abrasions. 

McCloskey-lA. Block 8. No berry in branch, no tongue, arrow feather over 

left edge of 5. Common variety. Perfect dies without clash marks. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg April 23, 1973. 

Interesting Half Eagle Grouping 

846 Offering of 12 half eagles, each a different date and mint: 

1835 Breen-6505. FF45 ft 1836 Breen-6509. EF-40 ☆ 1843 AU- 

55 ☆ 1844 AU-55 ft 1844-0 EF-45 ☆ 1846 Large date ft 1847 

Doubled 7 in date. AU-58 ft 1849 Repunched date. AU-50 ft 

1852 AU-50 ft 1853 AU-58 ft 1855 AU-50 ft 1861 AU-58. Mostly 

brilliant, all with some pleasing lustre remaining. (Total: 12 

pieces) 

Selection of Half Eagles 

847 Selection of 13 half eagles, mostly predating the Civil War: ft 

1835 Breen-6506. AU-50, light obverse scratches ft 1836 Breen- 

6509. EF-40 ft 1843 Large letters. AU-55 ft 1844 AU-58 ft 1844- 

O EF-45, rim nicks and saltwater surfaces ft 1846 Small date. 

AU-50 ft 1847 AU-58 ft 1849 Repunched date. AU-50, toned ft 

1852 AU-50 ft 1853 AU-58 ft 1855 AU-50 ft 1857 AU-58 ft 1861 

AU-58. Mostly lustrous and pleasing. (Total: 13 pieces) 

Choice Mint State 1836 Half Eagle 

1835 Breen-6504. AU-55. Lustrous bright yellow gold with very 

minor hairlines. A very pleasing Classic Head half eagle. 

McCloskey-lA. Block 8. No berry in branch, no tongue, arrow feather over 

left edge of 5. Common variety. Obverse and reverse central clash marks. 

Purchased from Michael Kirzner, August 11, 1971. 

1835 Breen-6504. AU-55. Lustrous light greenish gold with scat¬ 

tered minor surface marks. A small scrape is just inside the ob¬ 

verse border at 9:00. 

McCloskey-lC. Block 8. No berry in branch, no tongue, arrow feather over 

left half of 5. Scarce variety. 

From Rarcoa's sale of February 1972, Lot 875. 

848 1836 Breen-6508. MS-64 (PCGS). A wonderful example with 

fully brilliant, frosty yellow gold lustre. The obverse is virtually 

gem quality with a few minor marks on the reverse. We have 

handled a small number of coins from this die pair, but the only 

nicer example, and marginally at that, is the coin we sold in the 

Fairfield Collection sale of October 1977. This coin is probably 

one of the two or three very finest known of this variety. 

PCGS Population: 9; 1 finer (MS-65). 

McCloskey-5D. Block 8, double forehead curl. With berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over left edge of 5. Scarce variety. Perfect dies. 

Purchased from Stack’s, November 3, 1970. 

$5 Issues 1835 to 1852 

One dozen half eagles beginning with 1835 and continuing in¬ 

termittently to 1852, including Classic Head and Liberty Head 

types: ft 1835 Breen-6504. AU-50 ft 1836 Breen-6509. EF-45 ft 

1840 Breen-6523. EF-45 ft 1843 Large letters. AU-58. A small 

scratch is noted on the reverse ft 1844 AU-58 ft 1844-0 EF-45 ft 

1846 Large date. AU-50 ft 1847 Repunched 7 in date. AU-58 ft 

1848 AU-55 ☆ 1849 Doubled 49. AU-50 ft 1849 AU-50 ft 1852 

AU-58. Mostly brilliant with some lustre remaining. (Total: 12 

pieces) 

1835 Breen-6505. AU-58 (PCGS). Light greenish gold with re¬ 

flective satiny lustre and traces of orange toning around the re¬ 

verse border. A few light hairlines and surface abrasions are vis¬ 

ible. 
McCIoskey-SD. Fancy 8. No berry in branch, witii tongue, arrow feather 

over right half of 5. Common variety. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg September 12, 1973. 

Another Mint State 1836 Half Eagle 

849 1836 Breen-6509. MS-63 (PCGS). Fully brilliant yellow gold 

with very faint orange toning. A delightful example with choice 

surfaces and only very minor surface marks. Although a com¬ 

mon variety, this example is the finest we have ever offered, 

eclipsing the MS-62 example in our March 1991 sale. Although 

no accurate Condition Census of Classic 1 lead half eagles exists, 

to the best of out knowledge, we believe this is among the very 

finest known examples of this variety. 

McCloskey-4D. Block 8. double forehead curl. With berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over left edge oi 5. Common variety. 1 citcct dies. 

From Stack’s sale of February 1977, Lot 598. 
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Mint State 1836 Half Eagle 

850 1836 Breen-6509. MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant, frosty orange-gold 

with lovely surfaces. A small patch of planchet roughness is be¬ 

low the eagle’s head. 

McCloskey-6E. Block 8, double forehead curl. With berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather left of 5. Common variety. Perfect dies. 

Purchased front Rowe & Brownlee, August 4, 1967. 

Mint State 1836 Half Eagle 

851 1836 Breen-6509. MS-61 (PCGS). Sharply struck with lustrous 

bright yellow gold. A few minor hairlines and other abrasions 
are noted, however, none are serious. 

Mc£loskey-4D. Block 8, double forehead curl. With berry in branch, no 

tongue, aiTow feather over left edge of 5. Common variety. 

From Stack's Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 369. 

Lustrous 1836 Half Eagle 

852 1836 Breen-6509. AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous bright yellow gold 

with minor surface impairments as expected. A minor rim 

bruise is noted at 8:00 on the obverse. 

McCloskey-4D. Block 8, double forehead curl. With berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over left edge of 5. Common variety. Perfect dies. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, May 11, 1970. 

Another Frosty 1836 Half Eagle 

853 1836 Breen-6509. AU-58. Lustrous yellow gold with a few very 

minoi abtasions. An attractive specimen with much mint frost. 

McCloskey-4D. Block 8, double forehead curl. With berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over left edge of 5. Common variety. Perfect dies. 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff November 14, 1967. 

854 1836 Breen-6509. AU-55. Light yellow gold with nearly com¬ 

plete lustre. Minor surface marks as expected for the grade. 

McCloskey-4C. Block 8, double forehead curl. No berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Scarce variety. Perfect dies. 

Purchased from Dan Messer, August 14, 1971. 

855 1836 Breen-6509. AU-53. Light yellow gold lustre with a trac^ 

orange toning. A light vertical scratch on the neck accompan 

other very minor impairments. Quite desirable. 

McCloskey-2B. Block 8, double forehead curl. No berry in branch v 
tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Rare variety. A crack bisects thei 

verse through star 8, Liberty’s hair and headband, and the digit 6 to the 1 

der. A branch from the top of the 6 curves over 3 to top of 8. 

The pedigree listed below prompts us to note that Harry Bass purchal 

coins from dozens of different sources. A compilation of these sources - 

appear as part of the sylloge we are now preparing for the Harry W. Bass 

Research Foundation. We expect to include brief biographical notes, wl 

known, concerning each. 

Purchased from Cadillac Coins, November 21, 1969. 

Diverse Selection of $5 Gold 

856 Offering of one dozen half eagles, all different and includi 

some Mint State pieces: ☆ 1836 Breen-6509. ☆ 1843 Small, th 

stars. AU-50 ☆ 1846 Large date. EF-45 ☆ 1847 AU-58 ☆ 18 

AU-58 ☆ 1861 AU-58 ☆ 1873 Closed 3. AU-58 ☆ 1877-S EF-40 

1879 MS-60 ☆ 1880 MS-60 ☆ 1880-S MS-62 ☆ 1881 MS-f 

Mostly brilliant with nice lustre. (Total: 12 pieces) 

857 1836 Breen-6510. AU-55. Attractive light yellow gold with cc 

siderable, nearly complete lustre. Highly desirable despite a ft 

very minor rim nicks and other abrasions. 

McCloskey-3C. Block 8, single forehead curl. No berry in branch, 

tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Scarce variety. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman,June 1, 1970. 

Desirable 1837 Half Eagle 

Scarce Classic Head Date 

858 1837 Large Date. Breen-6511. AU-58. Shaiply struck with fros 

bright yellow gold lustre. A desirable example with very choii 

surfaces for the grade. This 1837 half eagle is scarcer than at 

other date of the 1834-1838 Classic Head design. 

McCloskey-lA. Block 8, double forehead curl. With berry in branch, i 

tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Scarce variety. Perfect dies. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of February 1972, Lot 426. 

859 1837 Large Date. Breen-6511. AU-55. Deep yellow" gold lustji 

with very pleasing surfaces. 

McCloskey-lA. Block 8, double forehead curl. With berry in branch, t 

tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Scarce variety. Perfect dies. 

From Rarcoa's 1970ANA Sale, Lot 1526. 
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Amazing Gem 1837 Half Eagle 

Perhaps the Finest Known 

1837 Breen-6512. MS-66 (PCGS). An incredible coin with 

bright yellow gold lustre and extremely sharp design details. 

The surfaces are virtually flawless. A wonderful match for the 

similar high-quality 1837 quarter eagle also offered in this sale. 

This is almost certainly the finest known business strike 1837 half eagle 

in existence, regardless oj variety. The only rivals we are aware of 

are a coin catalogued by Steve Ivy as MS-65 and offered in his 

May 1983 sale, and a coin offered as Gem BU by Stack's in Janu¬ 

ary 1986. Both of those were examples of the McCloskey-lA die 

combination. 
This coin also far outdistances any other example we have 

handled, the previous highlight among coins sold by our firm 

being an MS-60 example in our 1978 ANA sale and a similar 

MS-60 in our sale of February 1976. Truly a coin for the con¬ 

noisseur. Regarding this issue, John McCloskey noted: T his 

date is the rarest of the five Philadelphia issues, and has 

proven to be more difficult to obtain than the mintage figure 

would indicate.” 

PCGS Population: 2, none finer. 

McCloskey-2B. Block 8, single forehead curl. With berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Common variety. Perfect dies. 

Plainly repunched 5 (5D) at top. 

From Rarcoa’s session of Auction '83, Lot 438. 
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Further Mint State 1837 $5 

861 1837 Large Date. Breen-6512. MS-62 (PCGS). A wonderful ex¬ 

ample with brilliant yellow gold lustre and very minor surface 

marks, most notable on Liberty’s cheek. 

McCloskey-2B. Block 8, single forehead curl. With berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Common variety. Of course, the term 

“common” is equal to rare if related to 20th-century American coinage. And, 

in Mint State no 1837 half eagle is common. 

Purchased from Se Ro Coins, Inc., March 10, 1969. 

862 1837 Small Date. Breen-6513. AL1-53. A pleasing example with 

moderately abraded surfaces. Considerable light yellow gold 

lustre with minor orange toning. 

McCloskey-3C. Fancy 8, single forehead curl. No berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather right of 5. Scarce variety. Very faint die crack through 

the tops of AMER. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1967, Lot 457. 

(2X photo) 

863 1838 Breen-6514. Large Arrows, Small 5. MS-65 (PCGS). A si 

perb gem in bright yellow gold with frosty mint lustre and shat 

design details. An incredible gem example, one of two such i 

the present offering. Just two die varieties are known for th 

286,538 coins struck. Each of these varieties is represented bv 

gem MS-65 example in the present sale. An extremely impo 

tant opportunity for the specialist. We believe this example t 

be the finest known of the variety, or at the very' least, one of tw 

or three top-notch examples. 

PCGS Population: 2: 1 finer (MS-66). 

McCloskey-1 A. Perfect dies. Fancy 8, double forehead curl. With berry i 

branch, no tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Small 5, large arrowhead 

Common variety. 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 371. 

Wonderful Gem 1838 Half Eagle 

From the Garrett Collection 
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Another Mint State 1838 Half Eagle 

1838 Breen-6514. Large Arrows, Small 5. MS-61 (PCGS). A 

wonderful example for the grade, sharply struck with minor 

hairlines and abrasions, these considerations being carefully 

evaluated by PCGS when they assigned the MS-61 grade. A 

highly important offering for the specialist, as 1838 half eagles 

are only seldom seen at any level of Mint State. 

McCloskey-lA. Fancy 8, double forehead curl. With berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Small 5, large arrowheads. Common 

variety. Minor clash marks. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, November 3, 1968. 

Amazing Gem Prooflike 1838 Half Eagle 

Akers and Breen “Proof’ 

(2X photo) 

865 1838 Breen-6515. Small Arrows, Large 5. MS-65 (PCGS). A 

wonderful gem example with sharp design details and reflective 

deep yellow gold fields. Amazing prooflike cameo quality. This 

amazing coin is among the very finest known 1838 half eagles in 

existence. The only finer examples we are aware of include the 

MS-66 coin graded by PCGS and a nearly flawless MS-67 ex¬ 

ample in the National Numismatic Collection at the 

Smithsonian Institution. When offered by Spink America in 

1996, the cataloguer noted: “Both David Akers and Walter 

Breen believed this coin to be the sole Proof of the date. Cer¬ 

tainly the coin has many of the properties of a Proof but the 

somewhat rounded rims of this piece have led to our descrip¬ 

tion of the coin as a prooflike specimen. In any case, this superb 

piece is clearly one of the first struck from the newly polished 

dies, quite possibly for presentation purposes. At the time of 

their offering of this coin, it was encapsulated by NGC as “Speci¬ 

men MS-65.” 
What is a Proof and what is not among early American coin¬ 

age is not rigidly defined, and often one expert will designate a 

piece a Proof, while another will suggest that a prooflike busi¬ 

ness strike is more accurate. We are the first to admit that ex¬ 

perts can and do differ in their opinions, not only on this matter 

but others as well, and we invite prospective bidders to make 

their own determination. Should a future owner decide to call it 

“Proof,” we have absolutely no quarrel with such an attribution. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-66 finest). 
McCloskey-2B. Fancy 8, double forehead curl. With bein' in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over right side of 5. Large 5, small arrowheads. Perfect 

dies. 

From Spink America 's sale of the Byron Reed Collection, October 

1996, Lot 126. 
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Choice Mint State 1838-C Half Eagle 

First Charlotte Issue 

A Great Rarity So Fine 

866 1838-C Breen-6516. Repunched 5. MS-63 (PCGS). A wonderful 

example, sharply struck, with reflective deep orange-gold lustre. 

A lovely cameo with prooflike qualities and only very minor sur¬ 

face abrasions. This is the first Charlotte Mint half eagle and the 

only Classic Head issue of this mint, one of 17,179 coins struck. 

Douglas Winter noted that 10,959 of these were actually struck 

in 1838 and another 6,220 in 1839. This is possibly the finest 

known example, at least tied with the Stack’s April 1978 coin, 

which \\ inter noted as number 1 in his Condition Census. Only 

one other coin, from the Gaylord Collection, was listed in his 

Census as Mint State. This is also the rarer of two die varieties 

known for 1838-C half eagles. Prior to the current sale, we have 

handled 17 examples of the McCloskey-lA variety and just 

three of this IB variety, the finest being an AU-50 coin in our 

November 1998 sale of the Columbia Collection. 

By any evaluation, this 1840-C $5 is an American numismatic 

landmark, a memorable piece that will be forever treasured by 

its next owner. Once sold, virtually no sum will obtain a dupli¬ 

cate, at least not easily. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

McCloskey-lB. Lapped obverse and reverse. Light reverse die rust is 

noted. Repunched 5 in denomination. Leaf nearly touches left curve of U. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, August 15, 1991. 
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Another Desirable 1838-C $5 

1838-C Breen-6516. EF-40 (PCGS). Light greenish gold with 

moderately abraded surfaces. Considerable lustre remains in 

the protected areas. A pleasing example of the first Charlotte 

Mint half eagle, the only Classic Head issue of this design. The 

1838-C in EF grade is a coin not to be sneezed at. 

McCloskey-lB. Repunched 5 in denomination. Leaf nearly touches left 

cune of U. A heavy die crack bisects the reverse diagonally from the border at 

1:30 to the border at 7:00, crossing the shield and leaves. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, November 1, 1973. 

coins in the present offering, none included in his Census. Prior 

to this sale, the finest 1838-C half eagle we have offered in any of 

our auctions was graded just AU-50. 
The present 1838-C stands tall and proud as the finest speci¬ 

men Harry Bass was able to find of this date, mint, and die vari¬ 

ety. Again, here is a numismatic treasure. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-63 finest). 

McCloskey-1 A. Normal 5 in denomination. Two leaves below U. Lapped 

obverse and reverse. Comments regarding Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclope¬ 

dia: For both varieties of 1838-C half eagle, listed as Breen-6516 and Breen- 

6517, he listed very similar die cracks. His variety 6516 describes a die crack 

“from rim through leaves, leg, shield, wingtip, right rim.” For variety 6517, he 

describes a die crack from “rim through U, feathers, shield, right rim near 

wingtip.” Breen-6516 is the McCloskey-lB variety which is known with or with¬ 

out die die crack described. Breen-6517, the McCloskey-1 A die combination, 

is not known with the described die crack, to the best of our knowledge. 

Harry Bass mentioned these differences in his notes, as well. 

From Superior’s sale of the Gilhousen Collection, February 1973, Lot 

368. 

Lustrous 1838-C Half Eagle 

Different Die Variety from Preceding 

(2X photo) 

1 1838-C Breen-6517. Normal 5. AU-55 (PCGS). Very light yellow 

gold with minor obverse and reverse abrasions as expected. A 

sharply struck impression. This is the more common of two vari¬ 

eties and a lovely example at that. Probably one of five or six fin¬ 

est existing 1838-C half eagles. 
Douglas Winter listed two Mint State coins, one AU-55, and 

two AU-50 coins in his Condition Census. In addition, he sug¬ 

gested that two or three additional AU-50 grade examples are 

known. To this must be added MS-63, AU-55, and AU-53 grade 

A Final 1838-C Half Eagle 

869 1838-C Breen-6517. Normal 5. AU-53 (PCGS). Sharply struck in 

light yellow gold with moderately abraded surfaces. Another ex¬ 

ample of this very popular first year of issue Charlotte Mint half 

eagle. In any other sale, this would be a major highlight. Al¬ 

though not to diminish this coin, in the current sale this is the 

third finest 1838-C half eagle! An opportunity of major impor¬ 

tance exists for the specialist, or for the date collector, to bid on 

multiple examples of this single rarity. As the third finest in the 

current sale, this is still nicer than any 1838-C half eagles we 

have previously offered, in any sale back to 1957! You can lose 

your sense of numismatic reality in the present Bass Collection 

catalogue, and it is important to stop and take notice now and 

then. Just as collectors today often wish they had participated in 

certain of our earlier classic collection offerings, such as the 

Garrett Collection, Eliasberg Collection, Brand Collection, 

Norweb Collection—among others—a generation from now 

many aficionados will rue that they were not active in the hobby 

in 1999. Today, these opportunities are at your fingertips. 

PCGS Population: 3; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

McCloskey-lA. Normal 5 in denomination. Two leaves below U. Lapped 

obverse and reverse. 

Purchased from Se Ro Coins, Inc., March 10, 1969. 
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Incredible Mint State 1838-D $5 

First and Only Dahlonega Classic Head Issue 

(2X photo) 

8 / 0 1838-D Breen-6518. MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous bright yellow gold 

with extraordinarily sharp design details and only a few very mi¬ 

nor surface marks. A wonderful example of this important vari¬ 

ety, the first and only Dahlonega Mint. 

The entire production of 20,583 coins was produced from a 

single die pair, thus just one variety is known. In the far-flung 

numismatic community it is believed that only five or six survi¬ 

vors can be characterized as Mint State, this according to the re¬ 

search of Douglas Winter. The presently offered coin is tied for 

the finest certified by PCGS and handily eclipses any that we 

have ever offered in the past. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. We reiterate that population numbers may 

include multiple submissions of the same coins. 

McCloskey-lA. Fancy 8, single forehead curl. No berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Common variety. Minor clash marks. 

The reverse is cracked through tops of MERICA. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of October 1966, Lot 333. 

Another Pleasing 1838-D Half Eagle 

871 1838-D Breen-6518. EF-45 (PCGS). Sharply struck in bright yel¬ 

low gold with a trace of orange toning. Minor surface marks are 

visible, consistent with the grade assigned. A second example of 

this very popular issue. The opportunity to bid on more than 

one specimen in a single sale is quite unusual. Specialists and 

date collectors alike must be sure to take full advantage of this 

remarkable event. 

McCloskey-lA. Fancy 8, single forehead curl. No berry in branch, no 

tongue, arrow feather over center of 5. Common variety. Perfect dies. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, September 24, 1970. Previously 

from Rarcoa’s 1970 ANA Sale, Lot 1530. 

Mint State 1839-C Half Eagle 

Obverse Mintmark 

First Year of Liberty Head Type 

(2X photo) 

872 1839-C MS-61 (PCGS). A glittering yellow gold specimen wit 

strong lustre and a hint of olive toning. From the first year < 

Christian Gobrecht’s Liberty or Coronet design type, and th 

only year of Liberty half eagle coinage with the mintmark on th 
obverse. 

The present Mint State specimen is a fantastic rarity at th 

level. .Although 17,205 were struck, VF to EF is the norm, and 

is believed that only a handful of specimens are known—as 

quick check of the writings of Walter Breen, David .Akers, an 

Douglas Winter will reveal. 

PCGS Population: 2; 4 finer (MS-64 finest). Again we state that populatio 

reports are interesting but may include multiple submissions of the same coil 

A single pair of dies was shipped from Philadelphia on May 3, 1839, repri 

senting the new design. Production commenced on June 17. By this tim 

thousands of half eagles had already been struck during the year, but thesi 

obviously, had to have been from 1838-C dies. 

The Liberty Head or Coronet design by Christian Gobrecht was first use 

on die 1838 $10, then in 1839 on the copper cent and the half eagle. In 184 

it appeared on the half cent and quarter eagle. Across various denomination: 

the reverse lettering was smaller, more delicate on the earlier years, thus gi' 

ing the pieces a very attractive aspect. 

In the next year of the denomination, 1840, the obverse portrait of Libert 

was slighdy refined, and die mintmark location was changed to the reverst 

where it remained until the demise of the series in 1908. 

Purchased from N.K.S., November 1, 1967. 
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Impressive 1839-D Half Eagle 

Obverse Mintmark 

Seldom-Seen Quality 

I 1839-D Breen-6521. Mintmark above 39 in date. AU-58 
(PCGS). Highly lustrous yellow gold with olive highlights. Re¬ 

markably prooflike in most areas. Nicely struck in all areas as 

well. Only 18,939 pieces were coined. Today, the typically en¬ 

countered specimen is apt to grade \T or, occasionally, EF, with 

AU or finer specimens being of extremely high rarity. The 

present coin is important on several counts. First, it represents 

the initial appearance of the Liberty Head design and, simulta¬ 

neously, the first use of a Dahlonega mintmark on the design. 

Second, the mintmark is on the obverse, a characteristic of 

only this year. 
Third, it is in extraordinarily high grade, AU-58 being remark¬ 

able. 
Fourth, the 1839-D is rare in any and all grades. 

PCGS population: 4; 3 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Two reverse die cracks are noted. The first of these extends fiom the rim, 

passing between the O and F in OF, then terminating in the field near the 

eagle’s neck. The second crack extends from the rim, across the U in 

UNITED, to the olive leaf below that letter. 

Two die varieties have been identified for this year, the present piece having 

the mintmark over the last two date digits (the other having the mintmark 

over the 3). 
Two die pairs were shipped from the Philadelphia Mint to Dahlonega on 

March 22, 1839, received in Georgia on April 25, and put into service almost 

immediately. 

From Stack’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 2275. 

Another Remarkable 1839-D $5 

4 1839-D Breen-6521. Mintmark above 39 in date. AU-53 
(PCGS). Fustrous olive-golcl. Nicely struck in all areas. A few 

light planchet marks, as struck, can be seen on the reverse. A 

definite rarity when found so fine. 
On this variety the D mintmark is in a different position from the pieced- 

ing, and is over the three in the date. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg April 1972. 

Lustrous 1840 Half Eagle 

875 1840 Breen-6522. Broad Mill. AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous to a 

high degree, and somewhat prooflike as well. Nicely struck in all 

areas. A nice example of early Liberty half eagle coinage. 

The Broad Mill variety of the date, as offered here, has fine edge reeding, 

while the Narrow Mill variety displays coarse, rather broad edge reeding. Ad¬ 

ditionally, the Broad Mill variety is slightly wider in diameter than its Narrow 

Mill counterpart (as noted in our introduction to the half eagle series). 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, November 1967. 

876 1840 Breen-6522. Broad Mill. EF-40. Warm rose and orange 

toning highlights on the design high points. 

From Abe Kosoffs ANA sale, August 1968, Lot 948. 

Brilliant 1840 Half Eagle 

877 1840 Breen-6523. Narrow Mill. AU-58 (PCGS). Pleasing sur¬ 

faces for the grade with strong lustre present, particularly in the 

recessed areas. A rarity that is typically seen in FF 01 lowei, and 

seldom found above AU. A few scattered maiks aie piesent, as 

might be expected for the grade, but the overall appeal is sub¬ 

stantial. 
On the specimen offered here, a thin die crack runs from the i e\erse i im at 

11:00 through fire A of STATES, and from there across the field to the eagle’s 

beak, and then to the corner of the shield below the eagle s head. 

From Stack’s sale of the Delp Collection, November 1972, Lot 805. 

878 1840 Breen-6523. Narrow Mill. AU-55. Lustrous orange-gold 

with rose highlights. Free of major marks and choice lot the 

grade. 
From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 730. 

879 1840 Breen-6523. Narrow Mill. AU-55. Lustrous surfaces with 

warm gold highlights at the rims. 
From Abner Kreisberg’s sale of December 1970, Lot 1695. 

880 1840 Breen-6523. Narrow Mill. AU-55. Highly lustrous with at¬ 

tractive olive highlights. Perhaps lightly brushed on the reverse. 

From Stack ’s sale of the Barlle Collection, October 1984, Lot 1115. 

881 1840 Breen-6523. Narrow Mill. AU-50. Lustrous orange-gold 

with a whisper of pale rose toning. A few faint marks are noted, 

none of which are extreme for the grade. Some faint brush 

marks are present on both sides. 

882 1840 Breen-6523. Narrow Mill. AU-50. Rich golden orange ton¬ 

ing. 
From Lester Merkin's sale of April 1969, Lot 208. 

883 1840 Breen-6523. Narrow Mill. AU-50. Yet another attractive 

and lustrous specimen of this popular date and variety. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman. October 1972. 
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Underrated 1840-C $5 Rarity 

884 1840-C AU-53 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold with a touch of olive 

iridescence. Scarcer in all grades than its modest mintage of 

18,956 pieces indicates. Rare and underrated above EF; indeed, 

Douglas Winter considers this date to be High Rarity-7 in AU. 

This attractive specimen should cause great attention among 
connoisseurs and specialists. 

PCGS Population: 5; 4 finer (MS-62 finest). If we were an attorney we might 

say something like this: “The following statement is considered to be applied 

to all 1 CGS 1 opulation listings: Multiple submissions sometime result in a 

situation where several or even a half dozen or more coins appear in listings, 

but only one or two different pieces may be involved." Rather than repeat this 

commentary in each and every listing, we give it only occasionally. 

Two pairs of dies were shipped from Philadelphia to Charlotte on lanuarv 
24. J 7 

What may be the tops of an errant 1 and 8 can be seen in the dentils below 

those numerals on this specimen as well as those in the next two lots. Popular 

nomenclature for this error is “misplaced date.” The 1840-C half eagles in the 

following two lots also show this detail. 

From Stack's sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 2278. 

Another Nice 1840-C $5 

885 1840-C AU-50 (PCGS). A lustrous specimen with much proof¬ 

like teflectivity in the fields. Some central weakness is seen on 

the reverse, typical for the date. Difficult to locate above the 
quality offered here. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968 Lot 
2027. 

Lustrous 1840-C Half Eagle 

886 1840-C AU-50 (PCGS). Lustrous yellow gold. Free of major 

marks and quite attractive for the grade. Scarce and desirable in 
all grades. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen,June 1968. 

High-Grade 1840-D $5 

887 1840-D Breen-6527. Narrow Mill, Mintmark above VE of FP' 
AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous golden orange. A few stray marks; 

present, but the overall appeal is substantial. Typically found 

VF to EF, with AU examples of the date quite rare. 

On this variety, the mintmark is placed over the V and E of FIVE. Anotl 

variety is known with the mintmark positioned solely above the V in FIVE* 

I hree paiis of dies were used to coin 1840-D half eagles, two shipped! 

January 24 (and received February 3) and a final pair sent on October 20 

ceived October 30). Production occurred on several occasions beginning 

late l ebruary. Most specimens known today are the so-called “Narrow M 

about 21.7mm, as compared to the “Broad Mill” of 22.5mm. Walter Bra 

theorizes that two deliveries were made of the “Broad Mill” coins, amounti 

to 2,528 and 1,909 pieces respectively, with the balance of 18,459 pieces be: 

of the Narrow Mill style. The size differences were caused by collar dia 
eters. 

Dahlonega Mint half eagles were workhorse coins, intended for circulate 

This was the denomination of choice for rapidly converting large amounts) 

gold bullion into coin form. As is true of other Dahlonega issues, no thoud 

was given to saving specimens for numismatic cabinets, and all were plaa 

into the channels of commerce. 

Purchased from Paramount, March 30, 1967. 

Desirable 1840-D $5 

888 1840-D Breen-6527. Narrow Mill, Mintmark above VE of FI\1 
AU-53 (PCGS). A lustrous yellow gold specimen with great ove 

all appeal. Nicely struck for the date. A great opportunity for th 
attentive collector. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 1968. 

Another Attractive 1840-D $5 

889 1840-D Breen-6527. Narrow Mill, Mintmark above VE of FIVE 
AU-50. Lustrous yellow gold with a touch of olive. Nicely struck 

Lightly brushed at the left of the obverse, but still an attractive 
example of a scarce date. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 375. 
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i 1840-D Breen-6527. Narrow Mill, Mintmark above V of FIVE. 
Repunched 18. EF-40. Warm honey gold surfaces. Slightly 

granular, what today’s collectors call seawater surfaces. Re¬ 

punched 18 in date, a fact not noted in Breen’s Encyclopedia, and 

important as such. 

On the reverse, a die crack extends upward from the rim at 6:00, through 

the mintmark, arrow feathers, and stem above, and from there to the shield 

edge just to the viewer's left of the shield s point. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 210. 

Lustrous 1840-0 Half Eagle 

First New Orleans Mint $5 

1 1840-0 Breen-6529. Narrow Mill, Small O Mintmark. AU-53 
(PCGS). A lustrous yellow gold specimen of this underrated 

branch mint rarity. Some striking weakness is present, not an 

unusual occurrence for the date. Struck from rotated dies, with 

the reverse lined up at about 120°, as opposed to the usual 180° 

die alignment. Choice for the grade, and quite rare at the AU 

level. 
From Superior’s sale of February 1972, Lot 376. 

Mint State 1840-0 $5 Rarity 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

2 1840-0 Breen-6530. Narrow Mill, Medium O Mintmark. MS-62 
(PCGS). A satiny, yellow gold beauty with strong lustre and a 

sharp strike. An unsung rarity among early Liberty half eagles, 

easily as rare in Mint State as the Charlotte and Dahlonega is¬ 

sues of the date despite its higher mintage of 40,120 pieces. The 

1840-0 is typically found in VF to EF grades, with AU coins be¬ 

ing quite rare, and Mint State pieces being of incredible rarity. 

An outstanding representative example of the date, a coin with 

strong claims to finest known honors. Opportunity knocks! 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

As a rule, the early gold issues of the New Orleans Mint are as rare in Mint 

State as their contemporary issues from the sister mints in Charlotte and 

Dahlonega, although they are not so well appreciated as those issues. Unlike 

Charlotte and Dahlonega, two facilities that issued only gold coins. New Or¬ 

leans also struck silver coins, thus somewhat diminishing the mystique of its 

gold issues. There is, however, a small coterie of gold coin specialists who un¬ 

derstand the elusive nature of the early New Orleans issues. These enthusiasts 

have been quietly placing high-grade New Orleans gold pieces in their collec¬ 

tions for many years, although most such high-grade pieces apt to be AU, 

rarely Mint State. The Harry W. Bass, Jr. gold coin collection affords special¬ 

ists, old-timers and newcomers alike, a special opportunity to bid for and pos¬ 

sibly own some highly impressive rarities from our southernmost mint. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, June 1969. 

893 1840-0 Breen-6530. Narrow Mill, Medium O Mintmark. AU- 
50. Lustrous yellow gold. Nicely struck for the date. Devoid of 

all but the most trivial marks, and choice as such. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of October 1968, Lot 842. 

894 1840-0 Breen-6530. Narrow Mill, Medium O Mintmark. AU- 
50. Lustrous yellow gold with strong eye appeal for the grade. 

Nicely struck for the variety. A final example of this elusive date 

and mint. 
Purchased from Dan Messer, August 1971. 

Choice Mint State 1841 Half Eagle 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

895 1841 MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous satiny honey gold with some 

prooflike reflectivity. Nicely struck and devoid of all but the 

most trivial marks. An underrated issue from the 1 hiladelphia 

Mint, and much rarer than even the modest mintage of 15,833 

pieces indicates. Walter Breen mentioned a tiny hoar doll n- 

circulated specimens of the date that turned up in 1953; un¬ 

doubtedly those pieces went into collections as soon as they be¬ 

came available, but this may explain, at least in part, the popula¬ 

tion numbers cited below. This 1841 is as nice as we have c\ei 

seen. Indeed, none have been certified finer by PCGS. 

Regarding hoards, information concerning many if not most 

such groups of coins tends to be very elusive, as the editor 

(QDB) found out during the research leading up to the publica¬ 

tion of American Coin Treasures and Hoards, 1997. In one particu¬ 

larly memorable instance, a leading writer for a popular numis¬ 

matic publication wrote in definite (not tentative) terms about a 

certain hoard that had surfaced earlier in the present century. 

Upon asking the details of this hoard, as we were seeking them, 

the writer stated that he found this information in one of our 

past catalogues. Seeking to learn more, and wondering what we 

had forgotten, we looked up the particular catalogue, which 

stated that a hoard was rumored to have been found. However, 

in the later translation by the other author, the rumor aspect 

had been dropped! 

PCGS Population: 11; none finer. 

Purchased from Mai Varner, February 28, 1973. 

243 
DWERS AND MERENA 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Another Rare Mint State 1841 $5 

896 1841 MS-62 (PCGS). A satiny yellow gold specimen with intense 

lustre and some prooflike reflectivity, particularly on the re¬ 

verse. An opportunity to compete for a Mint State specimen 

which, at least to our observation, has been very difficult to find 
over the years. 

A faint reverse die crack runs from die rim at 11:00, through the right foot 
of the A in STATES, across the eagle’s beak, shield, and tail feathers, then 
through the upper left serif of the V in FIVE, and from there to the rim at 
6:00. 

From Stack's sale of December 1970, Lot 154; formerly from 11. Max 

Mehl’s sale of December 1930, Lot 389. From the Lusk and Leonard 
Sale. 

Lustrous 1841 Half Eagle 

known. Winter gives the date a Rarity-7 rating in Uncircula 

probably still an accurate assessment of the rarity. Prospect 

bidders may find that the present opportunity, if missed, 
not be repeated for years. 

PCGS Population: 2; 2 finer (MS-62). 

From Abner Kreisberg’s sale of November 1972, Lot 1164. 

Another High-Grade 1841-C $5 

899 1841-C AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous medium gold surfaces exin 

much prooflike reflectivity. Nicely struck. Some faint marks 

evident under low magnification, but the overall appeal is > 

quite strong. The 1841-C is a notable rarity at the AU level. 

PCGS Population: 8; 4 finer (MS-62 finest). 

From Lester Merkin's sale of April 1970, Lot 732. 

897 1841 AU-55. Satiny yellow gold surfaces show a high degree of 

lustre. A few faint marks are noted under low magnification, but 

the unaided eye is treated to an altogether lovely specimen of 
the date. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 1968. 

Mint State 1841-C $5 Rarity 

(2X photo) 

898 1841-C MS-61 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with pale orange-gold 

highlights on flashy yellow gold surfaces. A rare date in all 

grades; only 21,467 examples were minted. Typically seen in VF 

or FT, with perhaps just half a dozen or so Mint State specimens 

Uncirculated 1841-D Half Eagle 
The Eliasberg Coin 

900 1841-D Breen-6534. Small D Mintmark, Repunched Date. M 

61 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with prooflike reflectivitv 

the peripheral areas. \\ ell worn \ F or so is the typical grade f 

this rare date, although an AU or Mint State specimen is e 

countered occasionally. That fact aside, at AU or finer the da 

is still considered very rare, as any specialist can attest. Spirit! 

bidding will be the order of the day for this desirable brant 
mint half eagle. 

PCGS Population: 3; 4 finer (MS-65 finest). 
Light repunching noted at the date numerals. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg Sr. Collection, October 198 

Lot 418. Possibly from the Clapp Collection 1942, Earlier form Elm 
S. Sears 1908. 

Another Remarkable 1841-D $5 

901 1841-D Breen-6534. Small D Mintmark, Repunched Date. Al 

58 (PCGS). Lively yellow gold lustre tempered by a hint of o 

ange-gold toning. Nicely struck overall. A few light marks at 

present, but none are of major significance. 

Light repunching noted at the date numerals. 

From Stack’s sale of February 1968, Lot 275. 

244 BOWERS AND MERF^ 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

A Further High-Grade 1841-D $5 

184 l-D Breen-6534. Small D Mintmark, Repunched Date. AU- 

58 (PCGS). Rich orange-gold surfaces with strong lustre and 

delightful eye appeal. 

From a different obverse die than the two previous lots. On this specimen, 

the four date numerals are all repunched, with strong definition in that area. 

Additionally, the obverse die is cracked in two places, and on the verge of 

shattering. The most obvious crack runs diagonally from rim to rim, begin¬ 

ning at 12:00, then descends vertically across Liberty’s portrait, between the 8 

and 4 of the date, and finally to the rim at 6:00. Another less prominent (but 

no less obvious) crack runs from the rim at 10:00, across the upper two points 

of the fifth star, then across the field. Liberty’s forehead and eyebrow, then 

her hair, where it joins the vertical crack at a point below the E in LIBERTY. 

From Paramount's Auction ’86 sale, July 1986, Lot 1916. 

Attractive 1841-D Half Eagle 

1841-D Breen-6534. Small D Mintmark, Repunched Date. AU- 

55 (PCGS). Lustrous golden orange surfaces. Some faint hair¬ 

lines are seen on the obverse, yet the surfaces are basically free 

of any other noticeable marks. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1969, Lot 215. 

A Final Memorable 1841-D $5 

1 1841-D Breen-6534. Small D Mintmark, Repunched Date. AU- 

55 (PCGS). Golden orange surfaces display plenty of lustre. A 

few faint marks are noted and have been considered by the gu¬ 

rus in the darkened room used for grading at PCGS headquar¬ 

ters in California. The present piece is a fifth high-grade ex¬ 

ample of an 1841-D, a variety for which even a single coin at this 

level would be highly prized as a rarity-and justifiably so. How 

fortunate we are that Harry Bass loved to acquire duplicates! 

From Rarcoa’s ANA sale, August 1970, Lot 1545. 

Lustrous 1842 Half Eagle 

Small Letters Reverse 

905 1842 Breen-6536. Small Letters. AU-55. Lustrous yellow gold. 

A few scattered marks are present; in his Encyclopedia, Breen 

noted this date is “usually badly nicked. The surfaces are some¬ 

what granular, undoubtedly a seawater coin. Nicely struck, and 

still quite attractive for the grade. 

On the reverse, a die crack runs through ERICA, progressing from there 

through the denomination, and from there through UNIT. 

From Stack’s sale of the Davis Collection, February 1968, Lot 276. 

Underrated 1842 Half Eagle 

Large Letters Reverse 

906 1842 Breen-6537. Large Letters. AU-58 (PCGS). Shimmering 

yellow gold surfaces present a somewhat prooflike appearance. 

Low magnification reveals a smattering of tiny marks; two small 

ticks on Liberty’s cheek are all the unaided eye detects. Nicely 

struck in all areas. From a mintage of 27,578 examples of the 

date, with an unknown proportion of that mintage being the 

Small Letters variety of the date. Very rare above VF, extremely 

rare at AU or finer. Rarer than its Small Letters counterpart, it¬ 

self considered a rarity. 

PCGS Population: 2; 2 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Minor repunching shows on the 8 and 4 in the date. 

There is a distinct and unquestionable difference in letter size between the 

Small Letters and Large Letters varieties of the date. On the former, the let¬ 

ters are of a size reminiscent of that found on quarter dollars (or even dimes) 

of the era, while the letter size of the latter is perhaps twice as large, filling the 

appropriate spaces on the reverse in a much grander manner. Even without 

the benefit of side-by-side comparison, collectors should easily be able to dis¬ 

tinguish between the two varieties; simply put, if the letters seem tiny, then it 

is tlie Small Letters variety. If they seem large, then it is the Large Letters vari¬ 

ety. 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 156. 

Another 1842 Large Letters $5 

Large Letters Reverse 

907 1842 Breen-6537. Large Letters. AU-58 (PCGS). Blight yellow 

gold on the obverse, deeper orange-gold and violet on the re¬ 

verse. A pair of violet toning spots is noted on the obv erse, one 

at Liberty’s ear, the other in the lowest part of her hair bun. 

Nicely struck. 
Minor repunching shows on the 8 and 4 in the date. 
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Elusive 1842 Half Eagle 

Large Letters Reverse 

908 1842 Breen-6537. Large Letters. AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous yel¬ 

low gold with a touch of olive. The fields are largely prooflike. 
Well struck in all areas. 

PCGS Population: 1; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Purchased from George Gozan, February 1967. 

1842-C Half Eagle Rarity 

Small Date, Small Letters 

909 1842-C Breen-6538. Small Date, Small Letters. VF-35 (PCGS). 

Medium golden orange with traces of lustre in the recessed ar¬ 

eas. Considered to be the rarest of all Charlotte Mint half eagle 

issues. Indeed, save for the 1849-C Open Wreath gold dollar rar¬ 

ity, this may be the rarest Charlotte Mint issue of any denomina¬ 

tion. Nearly always seen at VF or so, with pieces in higher grades 

quite difficult to obtain. A few stray marks are present, as might 

be expected for the grade, but none stand out in a singular man¬ 

ner. Pleasing for the grade, and certainly worthy of strong bid¬ 
der attention. 

The 1842-C is an important rarity in AU grade, incredibly so at 

the Mint State level, this being no more than a handful of such 

coins extant. Of all Charlotte Mint half eagles in the present 

sale, this is one of the most important. 

Walter Breen attributes a mintage of 4,595 pieces to the 1842 Small Date va¬ 

riety and 23,589 to the Laige Date variety, indicating that the ratio was ap¬ 

proximately 1 to 4. This guesstimate apparently was off the mark, as data 

printed by Douglas Winter and David Akers, while indicating that the Small 

Date variety is scarcer, bring the differential closer together. 

During this era date sizes were in flux at the Philadelphia Mint, and across 

certain denominations the years 1842-1846 are found with different-sized 

logotypes, not for all denominations and all years, but for enough of them 

that they make an interesting study. 

Purchased from Dan Oakes, October 18, 1972. 

Choice Uncirculated 1842-C $5 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

910 1842-C Breen-6539. Large Date. MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous ir 

dium gold with strong olive overtones. A satiny beauty from t 

Charlotte Mint. Nicely struck in all places. An important rar 

in AU, much more so in Uncirculated. One of perhaps just ft 

to 10 Mint State examples of the date reported, and our es 

mate may be a trifle high. Douglas Winter gives this date a Hit 

Rarity-7 rating in Uncirculated. One of the finest Charlotte Mi 
offerings in this sale. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Walter Breen attributes a mintage of 23,589 to the Large Date variety, 

over four times that of the Small Date. On the other hand, Douglas Wint 
estimates that 35 to 40 are known of the Small Date and 65 to 70 of the Lar 

Date, obviously a different proportion. David Akers in his study of old-tir 

auction stiles found 21 appearances of the 1842-C Small Date and 63 oftl 

1842-C Large Date. During this era date sizes were in flux at the Philadelpl 

Mint, and across certain denominations the years 1842-1846 are found wi 

different-sized logotypes, not for all denominations and all years, but f 

enough of them that they make an interesting study. 

Purchased from World Wide Coin Investments, February 17, 1961 

Lustrous 1842-C Half Eagle 

Large Date 

911 1842-C Breen-6539. Large Date. AU-55. Yellow gold surface 

display strong lustre, particularly in the recessed areas. A popt 

lar rarity from the Charlotte Mint; not so rare as its Small Dat 

counterpart, but still a prize for the alert collector. Sharpl 

struck in all areas. Some stray marks are noted, but the overa 

appearance is substantially pleasing. 

From Stack 's sale of the Davis Collection, February 1968, Lot 278. 
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Choice 1842-D $5 

Small Date, Small Letters 

1842-D Breen-6540. Small Date, Small Letters. AU-55 (PCGS). 

Orange-gold surfaces show generous amounts of lustre and 

reflectivity. Nicely struck. A rare date and variety in all grades, 

one that is typically seen in just VF or EF; in AU its rarity in¬ 

creases substantially. 

In 1842 some 59,608 half eagles were struck at Dahlonega. Walter Breen 

theorizes that 37,917 were of the Small Date, Small Letters, and Small D Mint- 

mark variety offered here, from a die pair shipped from Philadelphia on De¬ 

cember 20, 1841, and received in Dahlonega 10 or so days later. The remain¬ 

ing pieces, with large letters and numerals, were minted to the extent of an 

estimated 21,691. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 384. 

Another Lustrous 1842-D $5 

Small Date, Small Letters 

1842-D Breen-6540. Small Date, Small Letters. AU-50. Lus¬ 

trous orange-gold surfaces. Nicely struck and quite appealing 

despite a scattering of tiny marks which only make their pres¬ 

ence known under low magnification. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of October 1968, Lot 846. 

1 1842-D Breen-6540. Small Date, Small Letters. EF-45 (PCGS). 

Yellow gold with soft lustre and rose highlights on the high 

points. Some light scattered marks and tiny edge bumps are 

seen when viewed under low magnification. Still, a nice selec¬ 

tion overall. 
Purchased from George Gozan, February 1967. 

Incredible 1842-0 Half Eagle 

Finest and Only PCGS Mint State 

. (2X photo) 

915 1842-0 Small Date, Small Letters. MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous yel¬ 

low gold with a blush of olive. Lightly frosted motifs and mirror 

fields form a modest cameo contrast. Some reverse striking 

weakness is seen at the top and bottom of the eagle, typical for 

this date. Considerably rarer, in all grades, than even its modest 

mintage of 16,400 pieces indicates; VF or lower is the typical 

fare where this date is concerned. This is the only Uncirculated 

example of the date certified by PCGS! An unsung rarity from 

the New Orleans facility. 
The 1842-0, with a mintage of 16,400 is typically seen in VF 

condition, quite occasionally EF, and very occasionally AU. The 

present coin, the finest Harry Bass could locate in three decades 

of collecting, stands high and proud as the only Uncirculated 

1842-0 certified at any Mint State level by PCGS. An incredible 

coin and an incredible opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from Rowe Csf Brownlee, February 1968. 

Rare 1842-0 Half Eagle 

Another Incredible Coin 

916 1842-0 Small Date, Small Letters. AU-50 (PCGS). Yellow gold 

with a touch of olive. A host of tiny surface ticks becomes appar¬ 

ent under low magnification, and some faint scratches are 

noted on the reverse between the eagle’s wing and AMER. At 

the AU-50 level the 1842-0 is incredibly important and is quite 

rare. Despite some minor shortcomings, this piece will be highh 

prized by the advanced specialist who no doubt will become its 

next owner. 

PCGS Population: 4; 3 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Purchased from Stanley Kessehnan, April 1967. 
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Uncirculated 1843 Half Eagle 

917 1843 Breen-6543. Normal Stars. MS-61 (PCGS). Satiny golden 

surfaces display a high degree of lustre. Choice for the grade, 

and nicely struck as well. 

Date to right, upper serif of 1 well to right of point of chin. 

The reverse of this piece exhibits clash marks as well as a few interesting die 

cracks. The first of these begins at the rim at 12:00, descending through the 

second T of STATES, and from there into the field and across the eagle’s beak 

and neck, stopping at the horizontal shield lines. The next crack begins at the 

rim and passes between the I and C of AMERICA, across the field and two 

upper arrow heads, and from there to a central point on the shield. Another 

crack ascends from the rim at 6:00. through the V of FIVE, and from there to 

the bottom of the shield: other tiny cracks can be seen as well. 

Purchased from Julian Leidrnan, February 1972. 

918 1843 Breen-6543. Normal Stars. MS-60. A frosty and satiny coin 

with strong lustre and a hint of olive toning. Sharply struck and 
choice for the grade. 

Date to left, upper serif of 1 nearly even with point of Liberty’s bust. 

PurchasedfromJ.E. Ryan, August 1973. 

Liberty Half Eagle Quintette 

919 Quintette of half eagles of the 1840s: ☆ 1843 Small, thin stars. 

AU-50 ☆ 1843 Large Letters. ALI-50, lightly whizzed ☆ 1847 AU- 

55 (3). Mostly brilliant with pleasing mint lustre. (Total: 5 
pieces) 

Choice Mint State 1843-C $5 

Among Finest Certified 

The Norweb Specimen 

(2X photo) 

920 1843-C Broad Mill. MS-63 (PCGS). Glowing orange-gold si 

faces show strong lustre and a minimum of marks of any cons 

quence. Nicely struck in most areas. Rarer than its mintage 

44,201 pieces indicates, and typically found VF or EF. In his e 

cellent study of the Charlotte Mint series published in 198 

Douglas Winter stated the 1840-C was “unknown in Mint State 

Today we are confronted with certification numbers that inc 

cate that not only is the variety unknown, but that a handful e 

ist in MS-63 and finer grade. Rather than believe that all of 

sudden a flurry of Mint State 1843-C $5 pieces have mystei 

ously appeared on the market in recent times, we suggest th 

certification numbers are padded by resubmissions of identic 

coins. In absolute terms, this MS-63 1843-C half eagle is an i 
credible rarity. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-64). 

I nder 1843-C in his Encyclopedia, Breen noted "Occasional specimens a 

on broader flans (resurrected 1840 die?).” Our Norweb Collection catalogi 

offers the following information under Lot 810 regarding the Broad Mill cl; 

sification of this specimen: "It becomes immediately obvious that, the cot 

ments by Walter Breen notwithstanding, the Broad Mill' was not disconti 

ucd in 1841 but at the Charlotte Mint was continued through 1843, being t 

placed by the Narrow Mill in 1844. Thus, previously undescribed 1841-1 

1842-C, and 1843-C Broad Mill coins exist." Moreover, the suggestion 1 

V alter Breen that broader flans (planchets) made broader coins is not n 

evant, as the diameter of Liberty Head half eagles was determined by the ct 

lai, not by the planchet. A planchet that was too broad would not fit in the cc 

lar at all. A planchet that was too narrow would simply expand to reach tl 
limits of the collar. 

One obverse die was shipped to Charlotte on December 23, 1842. This w: 

used in combination with two reverses on hand from earlier times. It woul 

seem reasonable that additional obverses might have been sent later, as it wi 

not policy at the time to take a chance that the only die on hand might breal 

thus halting coinage of the most popular denomination. However, Waltt 

Breen, the source for the die information given here, mentions only the shi| 
ment of a single die. 

From our sale of the Norweb Collection, Part /, October 1987, Lt 

810; ex Neiu Netherlands Coin Company, July 5, 1956. 
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Another Incredible 1843-C $5 

1843-C Broad Mill. MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold on sat¬ 

iny surfaces. A few stray marks are present, but the overall ap¬ 

pearance is quite fine for the grade. As noted on the preceding 

lot, 1843-C half eagles in Mint State are of great rarity, and we 

suspect that the fairly generous population numbers represent 

only a few different specimens. 

PCGS Population: 2; 5 finer (MS-64 finest). 

From Lester Meritin's sale of March 1967, Lot 464. 

! 1843-C Broad Mill. EF-45. Lustrous yellow gold with some 

deeper toning on the high points. A few faint marks are present, 

but the coin holds up well under close scrutiny. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

2032. 

Choice Mint State 1843-D $5 

Large D Mintmark 

Finest Graded by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

923 1843-D Large D Mintmark. MS-64 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold 

with frosty devices and prooflike fields. Sharply struck in all ar¬ 

eas. 
The present coin is a cameo of great beauty, a piece that could 

well have been used for presentation purposes. In a word, the 

coin is amazing. Even the most experienced specialist in Dahlo- 

nega Mint coinage will find this piece to be remarkable. We 

readily expect that its next owner will consider it the centerpiece 

of his or her collection. 
When encountered, the 1843-D is usually seen in VF condi¬ 

tion, occasionally EF, and not often AU. Perhaps a couple thou¬ 

sand 1843-D half eagles exist today, this possibly being a gener¬ 

ous estimate. Whatever the figure, the presently offered speci¬ 

men, the finest and only such piece graded by PCGS at this 

level, seems to rank as the very best. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

In his Encyclopedia. Walter Breen noted that die large mintmark variety of 

this date was struck in combination with a rusted obverse die, this being char¬ 

acteristic of all authentic specimens. On the specimen offered here, a group 

of raised lumps, caused by die rust, is seen between the first two obverse stars. 

Another raised lump is near the lowest point of the 12th star, and two mote 

lumps are seen at the uppermost right corner of the 3 in the date. Addition¬ 

ally, some small, faint die cracks can be seen among the reverse peripheral leg¬ 

ends. The actual mintmark is placed in a central position between the V and E 

in FIVE. 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 375. 
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Rare 1843-0 Half Eagle 

Small Letters 

Condition Census 

Another Remarkable 1843-D $5 

924 1843-D Large D Mintmark. AU-55 (PCGS). A lustrous 

golden yellow specimen with strong overall eye appeal. A 

whisper of pale olive graces the lightly reflective surfaces. 

Nicely struck. Another remarkable example of this Dahlo- 
nega Mint variety. 

From the same obverse die and state as die previous lot. 

From Superior’s sale of March 1973, Lot 389. 

Lustrous 1843-D Half Eagle 

Small D Mintmark 

925 1843-D Small D Mintmark. AU-55 (PCGS). A lustrous golden 

specimen of this variety, the Small D issue being considerably 

rarer than the Large D. The AU level seems to represent the 

highest category among known specimens. PCGS has not certi¬ 

fied a single example in Mint State. The specialist will delight in 

this opportunity and no doubt will bid liberally. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (both AU-58). 

The mintmark is centered above the V in FIVE on this variety, and is slightly 

smaller in size than its Large D mintmark counterpart. 

From Quality Sales Corporation's sale of December 1970, Lot 1702. 

926 1843-0 Breen-6548. Large Date, Small Letters. AU-55 (PCG 

Lustrous yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike in appearance 

rare variety in all grades, especially if Extremely Fine or finer, 

the AU level the 1843-0 Large Date, Small Letters is especit 

important. In fact, the present specimen is certainly one oft 
finest known. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (AU-58). 

A spidery network of faint die cracks can be seen among the peripheral I 

ends on the reverse. 

Purchased from Fred Sweeney, July 1967. 

Another 1843-0 Half Eagle 

Small Letters 

Another Condition Census Coin 

927 1843-0 Breen-6548. Large Date, Small Letters. AU-5 

(PCGS). Highly lustrous with warm honey gold toning. Th 

slightly granular surfaces resemble the Matte Proof surface 

found on Indian half eagles of the early 20th century, a 

though in this case, the matte-like appearance is probabl 

due to immersion in seawater. An attractive coin overal 

Condition Census in quality. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 1968. 
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Important 1843-0 Half Eagle 

Large Letters 

Tied for Finest Graded by NGC 

(2X photo) 

1843-0 Breen-6549. Large Date, Large Letters. MS-64 (NGC). 

Warm golden orange toning on lustrous surfaces. Prooflike in 

| appearance, with frosted motifs and mirror fields presenting a 

strong cameo contrast. A landmark rarity from the New Orleans 

Mint, at least where condition is concerned. 

Regarding the rarity of the 1843-0 at the present level, David 

Akers, who saw and studied many things, wrote: “Strictly Uncir¬ 

culated examples may exist, but I have personally never seen 

one.” This was prior to the appearance of the present coin on 

the market. 
This may be the finest known specimen. At least we do not re¬ 

call ever seeing a nicer one. 

NGC Census: 2; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of the Milas Collection, May 1995, Lot 452. 

A Final 1843-0 Half Eagle 

929 1843-0 Breen-6549. Large Date, Large Letters. AU-50. Pale or¬ 

ange-gold surfaces. Slightly granular with seawater surfaces. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 1967. 

Choice Mint State 1844 $5 

Condition Census 

930 1844 MS-63 (PCGS). Satiny surfaces display a high degree of lus¬ 

tre and attractive olive toning. A rarity in Uncirculated despite a 

generous mintage of 340,330 pieces. Sharply struck and choice 

for the assigned grade. 

PCGS Population: 5; 1 finer (MS-64). 

From Paramount’s Auction '86 sale, July 1986, Lot 1918. 

Memorable Prooflike 1844 $5 

Among Finest Known 

931 1844 MS-62 (PCGS). Satiny surfaces exhibit frosty devices and 

somewhat prooflike fields. A lustrous and lovely example of the 

date, and decidedly choice for the grade. This is one of the fin¬ 

est we have ever seen, one of the finest known. 

In the reverse shield, virtually every vertical line extends well into the hori¬ 

zontal lines above; they are all extended into the eagle’s tail feathers as well. 

From Stack’s ANA sale, August 1976, Lot 2960. 
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Choice Mint State 1844-C $5 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

932 1844-C MS-63 (PCGS). Frosty yellow gold with plenty of 

brilliance and lustre present. Well struck (from lightly 

clashed dies) for the date, essentially sharp in nearly all 

areas. An incredible rarity in Mint State, and easily one 

of the finest examples of the date extant. As David Akers 

noted regarding this date and mint: “Specimens in AU 

or Uncirculated are almost unobtainable.” He contin¬ 

ued by noting that the finest he had ever seen was the 

Bareford coin—which is the specimen now currently of¬ 

fered as part of the Bass Collection. 

The present coin, off the market for over two decades, 

reappears to delight a new generation of enthusiasts and 

admirers. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

On the reverse, a small die crack runs from the rim at 10:00 to the 

tip of the eagle’s wing. Another crack, this more prominent, begins 

at the rim over the first A in AMERICA, horizontally crossing the 

field and the eagle’s wing, ending at a central point on the eagle’s 

neck. 

According to Breen's Encyclopedia, “a burglar burned down the 

mint” at Charlotte on July 27, 1844. Author Clair Birdsall gives a 

more in-depth accounting of the events of that July day in his book 

titled The United States Branch Mint at Charlotte, North Carolina: Its 

History and Coinage. An article appeared in the August 1, 1844 edi¬ 

tion of the Charlotte Journal, describing die events of the day in some 

detail. It seems the fire was first discovered in the early morning 

hours of Saturday, July 27. Mint Superintendent Dr. Green W. 

Caldwell had not spent Friday, July 26, in his quarters at the mint (as 

was his custom), but had instead gone to the mountains of Lincoln 

County for health reasons. His stand-in for the day, unnamed in the 

article (later determined to be one Mr. Todd), had not stayed at the 

mint that day either. The fire was discovered early Saturday in the 

west wing of the mint, near the room housing the coinage presses. 

According to the article, it was a small fire when first discovered, 

perhaps just eight-feet square or so, and could easily have been 

squelched by use of water reservoirs that were in place on the roof of 

the mint. For some unknown reason, the fire was allowed to burn, 

with the building “left to the mercy of the flames,” as the article 

noted. The building was nearly completely destroyed, along with 

most of the machinery and other equipment contained therein. The 

mint register, bullion, and coins were rescued, however, and spent 

some time at the Branch Bank of the State of North Carolina in 

Charlotte. Superintendent Caldwell reportedly lost all his private 

papers and a goodly sum of money in the blaze. 

As for the actual cause of the fire, history is not so clear. There 

were rumors that a group of college students were seen smoking 

“segars" on the roof of the mint about 2:00 PM on Friday, July 26, 

and that a discarded cigar may have been the cause of the conflagra¬ 

tion. This was later ruled out as a cause, as workmen sent up to the 

roof to investigate before the blaze occurred found no smoldering cigar 

butts. Superintendent Caldwell was convinced that the fire was set 

on purpose, and intimated that a servant of Burgess S. Gaither, 

former superintendent of the mint, was to blame for the fire. On 

August 10, 1844, Calvin, a man slave of Gaither, went to trial for ar¬ 

son. He had been overheard threatening to burn the mint to ashes 

after his master lost his job there, and so was a primary suspect. For¬ 

tunately for Calvin (or unfortunately, as he was a married man), it was 

proven that he was with his girlfriend at the time of the events at the 

mint, and he was found innocent of all charges. The judge in the 

case, Richard M. Pearson, did determine that a trapdoor on the roof 

of the mint had been left unlatched, and that a person or persons of 

unknown identity had set the fire in the mint. According to Birdsall: 

“Superintendent Caldwell accepted the verdict with skepticism and 

continued to maintain in his correspondence with Mint Director 

Patterson that his apartment in the xint had been robbed and the 

fire set to cover up the robbery.” 

From Stack's sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, 

Lot 166; ex Stack's Lee Collection, October 1947, Lot 1363. 
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Lustrous 1844-C Half Eagle 

Rare So Fine 

1844-C AU-50. Brilliant yellow gold surfaces exhibit a hint of ol¬ 

ive on the prooflike fields and frosty motifs. A prized rarity in 

grades above EF. and seldom found thus. Nicely struck in many 

areas, although some flatness is found in places. Some faint hair¬ 

lines and a few scattered marks are noted, but the overall appeal 

of the coin is far above average. An important opportunity for 

the half eagle specialist, as AU-50 represents a very elegant 

grade for the issue. 

Three obverse dies and four reverse dies were sent to Charlotte from Phila¬ 

delphia this year, but apparendy not all were used. 

Purchased from Paramount, October 1969. 

A Final 1844-C $5 

1 1844-C EF-40 (PCGS). Medium gold with some orange-gold lus¬ 

tre in the recessed areas. Nice design details present. Choice for 

the grade. 
From Lester Merkins sale of February 1972, Lot 429. 

Mint State 1844-D Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

5 1844-D MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with some olive 

highlights in the fields. Nicely struck for the date. One of the 

more readily available dates from this popular southern mint; 

88,982 pieces were coined. The typically available grade, how¬ 

ever, is just VF or EF, and Mint State examples can be consid¬ 

ered quite rare. 

PCGS Population: 5; 3 Finer (MS-64 finest). 

Purchased from N.K.S., October 5, 1967. 

Stunning Gem 1844-0 Half Eagle 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

937 1844-0 Breen-6553. Normal Stars. MS-65 (PCGS). Bright yel¬ 

low gold with a touch of olive in the prooflike fields. Intensely 

lustrous and sharply struck in all areas. An incredible rarity in 

gem Mint State, despite its generous mintage of 364,600 pieces, 

the second highest mintage figure for any denomination gold 

issue from the New Orleans Mint. Douglas W inter called this 

date “Genuinely rare” in Mint State, further noting the issue is 

“Extremely rare in MS-63 and unknown finer. 

The specimen offered here is almost certainly the finest 

known business strike of the date, and was apparently over¬ 

looked in Winter’s Condition Census for the date. 

Harry Bass purchased this coin from the Miles sale in 1968, 31 

years ago. At the time the catalogue description, probably by 

Norman Stack, commented; “Surely the finest known. Boldly 

struck with some prooflike surface. These choice Uncirculated 

early half eagles are so rare that a bid at double Guide Book 

would be considered conservative.’ 
In the annals of New Orleans coinage, the present 1844-0 

stands tall and proud as the finest known business strike, a coin 

combining beautiful appearance, incredible rarity, and seldom 

encountered opportunity. For those not wanting to wait an¬ 

other 31 years, the present offering is of paramount signifi¬ 

cance. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Si ruck from a faintly rusted obverse die, tell-tale traces of which can be seen 

on Liberty’s portrait. On the reverse, faint die cracks unite the tops of 

UNITED, and the bottoms of STATES OF AMERICA. Another faint crack 

runs from the left upright of the U in UNITED to the F in FIVE, running 

through the pellet between those two letters. Another crack runs from the D 

in the denomination to the dentils below. 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968. Lot 399. 

16 1844-D EF-45. Pale olive-gold surfaces. A final example of this 

popular and desirable Dahlonega Mint half eagle. 

A reverse die crack runs from the rim above the T in UNITED to the top of 

that letter, and from there across the tops of TED, where it juts at an angle 

back to the rim. 

From Lester Merkin s sale of March 1969, Lot 229. 
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Another Important 1844-0 $5 

938 1844-0 Breen-6553. Normal Stars. MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous or¬ 

ange-gold with frosty devices and decidedly prooflike fields. 

Sharply struck in all areas of the design, a notable contrast to the 

typical issue. .Although at the MS-61 level the rarity of the 1844- 

O cannot be described as incredible, still the piece is highly im¬ 

portant. 

Another 1844-0 $5 

939 1844-0 Breen-6553. Normal Stars. AU-58 (PCGS). Frosty 

golden orange surfaces display strong lustre. Choice for the 
grade. 

The reverse die used to strike this particular specimen was heavily polished 

in the area of the arrow feathers, the eagle’s right leg, and the olive branch, 

with much of the design details in those areas weak and attenuated as a result. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, April 1967. 

940 1844-0 Breen-6553. Normal Stars. AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous 

orange-golcl surfaces free of major contact marks. Nicely struck 
in most areas. 

From Paramount’s sale of March 1973, Lot 1074. 

941 1844-0 Breen-6553. Normal Stars. AU-55. Lustrous yellow gold 

surfaces. A pleasing specimen for the grade. 

Purchased from Arizona Stamp & Coin, March 1969. 

942 1844-0 Breen-6554. Small Thin Stars. ALT-50. A lustrous proof¬ 

like specimen. Perhaps lightly cleaned long ago, but still quite 
attractive for the grade. 

Small, thin obverse stars, probably caused by excessive polishing of the die; 

the reverse die is cracked in several places, as described for this variety by 

Breen in his Encyclopedia. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1969, Lot 230. 

Outstanding 1845 Half Eagle 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

The Norweb Specimen 

(2X photo) 

943 1845 Breen-6555. Heavy Numerals. MS-64 (PCGS). Highly 

trous and satiny medium gold surfaces display warm rose iri< 

cence. Somewhat prooflike with a modest cameo contr 

Sharply struck. Surprisingly rare in Mint State despite a \ 

generous mintage for the date of 417,099 pieces. A truly pll 

ing example of the date, high Condition Census, a coin ofl 

credible importance, exceeded in quality by none other 
which we are aware. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

There are some interesting and sizeable reverse die cracks present on 

specimen. The first and most prominent of these winds its way from the 

along the back of the D in die denomination, upward to die olive branch 

at row feathers, where it juts to the viewer’s left, following the center of1 

eagle s wing to the rim at 10:00. The second descends vertically from the 

at 12:00, passing through the E of STATES, and from there to the eag 

neck, rhe third crack reaches from the rim at 5:00, passing through the C 
AMERICA to the lowermost arrowhead. 

From our sale of the Norweb Collection, October 1987, Lot 816, 

New Netherlands Coin Company, October 5, 1956. 
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Another Mint State 1845 $5 

1845 Breen-6555. Heavy Numerals. MS-60. Lustrous golden 

orange surfaces. Well struck. Rare so nice. 

The reverse is cracked in several places. The most noticeable of the cracks 

r descends vertically from the rim above OF, through that word and the field 

t below, then through the eagle’s wing to the lowest arrow head. Another 

■ prominent crack unites the rim to the tops of MER; it appears as if a chunk is 

about to drop out of the die in this area. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of November 1968, Lot 852. 

946 1845 Breen-6556. Partly Repunched Date. AU-58 (PCGS). A 

whisper of rose iridescence on lustrous orange-gold surfaces. 

The obverse is slightly prooflike in appearance. 1 his date is iypi- 

cally found VF to EF, and AU specimens are fairly rare. 

Some repunching is noted in the date area, most noticeably at the numctal 

8. Breen called this variety “rare.” 

From Stack’s sale of the liartle Collection, October 1984, Lot 1028. 

A Final Mint State 1845 $5 

A Third Mint State 1845 $5 
947 1845 Breen-6557. Thin Numerals. MS-60. Decidedly prooflike, 

with strong lustre present on frosty motifs and reflective lields. 

Sharply struck. The overall appeal is choice despite a few stray 

marks. 
Purchased fromJ.E. Ryan, August 1973. 

1845 Breen-6555. Heavy Numerals. MS-60. A bright and lus¬ 

trous coin with the appeal of a finer grade. Nicely struck in all 

areas. A prize within the parameters of the assigned grade. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1970, Lot 165. 
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948 1845-D MS-65 (PCGS). Highly lustrous and satiny surfaces with 

lovely olive iridescence. Much prooflike surface is seen, particu¬ 

larly on the reverse. A truly outstanding, indeed monumental 

example of the date and mint. As we noted in our Norweb cata¬ 

logue description of this specimen: “In general, Dahlonega Mint 

pieces are notorious for their unavailability in Mint State, the 

ultimate business strike classification.” 

4 he coin offered here, reappearing on the market after be¬ 

ing in a bank vault for 12 years, defines ultimate for the date 

and mint. Here is one of the most important opportunities 

a Dahlonega Mint specialist and connoisseur will ever en¬ 
counter. 

PCGS Population: 1: none finer. 

A fine reverse die crack runs horizontally across the bottoms of ERICA, 

then to the lops of FIVE D, then crossing the U in UNITED, terminating at 

the second upright of that letter. 

From our sale of the Norweb Collection, October 1987, Lot 817; ex 

New Netherlands Coin Company, July 5, 1956. 

Monumental 1845-D Half Eagle 

Finest Graded by PCGS 

The Norweb Coin 
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Choice Mint State 1845-D $5 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

) 1845-D MS-63 (PCGS). Satiny orange-gold with strong lustre 

and rich orange toning highlights on both sides. The present 

coin is of world class importance, Condition Census, and one of 

the very finest known. The bidder who does not obtain Lot 948 

will wish to compete strongly for the present lot, realizing that it 

is not at all a consolation but, instead, stands proudly as one of 

the nicest ever to cross the auction block. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-65). 

From the same reverse die as the previous lot, and cracked in the same man¬ 

ner. 

Purchased from Joe Flynn, March 17, 1978. 

Attractive 1845-D Half Eagle 

0 1845-D AU-55 (PCGS). A highly lustrous specimen of a popular 

Dahlonega Mint issue. Typically found VF or EF, an AU ex¬ 

ample of the date is a notable prize in today’s numismatic arena. 

From Superior’s sale of the Ruby Collection, February 1975, Lot 

1178. 

Choice Uncirculated 1845-0 $5 Rarity 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

952 1845-0 Breen-6560. Repunched 18. MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous 

honey gold with a trace of olive iridescence. A splendid speci¬ 

men that will be a highlight to even the most experienced spe¬ 

cialist in the New Orleans gold series. David Akers paid homage 

to the piece, noting that this particular coin “is the only real gem 

I have ever seen.” Again, the word opportunity comes to the fore. 

Once sold, a similar coin may not appear for a long time, if ever. 

Nicely struck with only a trace of weakness seen here or there. 

Choice for the assigned grade. A rarity in Mint State; indeed, 

the date is seldom seen above EF. Winter called this date High 

Rarity-7 to Rarity-8 in his treatise on this mint’s gold coinage. As 

noted by Akers, “The superb Gilhousen specimen purchased by 

1 Liny Bass for $2,000 is the only real gem I have ever seen.” A 

prize for the alert collector who fully appreciates the “unsung” 

rarities from our southernmost mint. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

The ticket containing Harry Bass’s notes on this lot simply stated “FIN- 

EST?” Some 26 years later, we think Harry was right on die mark with his 

theory as to the status of this specimen. 

From Superior’s sale of the Gilhousen Collection, Febntary 1973, Lot 

397. 

A Final 1845-D $5 

>1 1845-D AU-55 (PCGS). Strong lustre and a whisper of rose ton¬ 

ing on orange-gold surfaces. An altogether suitable and excel¬ 

lent example of the date and grade. 

From Stack's sale of the Davis Collection, February 1968, Lot 293. 
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Another Incredible 1845-0 $5 

Second Finest Certified by PCGS 

953 1845-0 Breen-6560. Repunched 18. MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous 

honey gold with attractive lustre. Nicely struck in all areas. Sec¬ 

ond only to the coin in the previous lot for specimens listed on 

the PCGS grading roster. Another incredible specimen, another 

incredible opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (MS-63). 

Many of die vertical stripes on the reverse shield extend well into the hori¬ 

zontal lines above, with many also extending downward into the eagle’s feath¬ 

ers. 

From Abner Kreisberg's sale of December 1970, Lot 1710. 

Elusive 1845-0 Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

954 1845-0 Breen-6560. Repunched 18. AU-55 (PCGS). A satiny 

yellow gold specimen with some prooflike reflectivity in the 

fields. A few light marks are mentioned for accuracy. Re¬ 

punched 18 in date, a rare variety according to Breen. 

PCGS Population: 10; 4 finer (MS-63 finest). 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of November 1968, Lot 853. 

Choice Mint State 1846 $5 Rarity 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

Uncirculated 1846 Half Eagle 

Large Date Variety 

956 1846 Breen-6561. Large Date. MS-60. A satiny and lustra 

specimen with rich orange toning highlights. Nicely struck. 

MS-60 the 1846 is very elusive. Thus, the present piece shot 

attract much attention. 

From Stack’s ANA sale, August 1971, Lot 2168. 

A Final Uncirculated 1846 $5 

957 1846 Breen-6561. Large Date. MS-60. A lustrous orange-ga 

specimen. Nicely struck. Somewhat prooflike in the fielc 

which adds greatly to the overall appeal. How incredible it 

that the present sale offers three—count them, three—specimei 

at the Mint State level, when the typical advanced collector 

half eagles would be fortunate indeed to display an AU coin. 

The reverse die is cracked from the rim at 11:00, extending from there 

tween the A and second T of STATES, then across the eagle’s head, neck, a, 

shield, then to the arrow shafts and the lowest arrow head, and from there 

the final A of AMERICA. 

Purchased from J.E. Ryan, August 1973. 

958 1846 Breen-6562. Small Date. AU-58. Bright yellow gold wr 

some orange toning highlights. Sharp and lustrous, and very; 

tractive for the gr ade. Scarcer than the Large Date variety of tl 
year. 

On the obverse, a small die chip is noted at the lower right foot of the 4' 

the date. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin,June 1967. 

959 1846 Breen-6562. Small Date. AU-55. Orange-gold surfaces d: 

play much lustre, especiallv in the recessed areas. 

Die chip at numeral 4 in date (as described in the previous lot). A rever 

crack drops from the rim above the first A of AMERICA, uniting the tops 

AMER before jutting back to the rim above the R. 

960 1846 Breen-6562. Small Date. AU-55. Another lustrous examp 

of this fairly scarce variety. 

Die chip at numeral 4 of date. The reverse die of this specimen is cracked i 

an identical nature to the piece in the previous lot. 

955 1846 Breen-6561. Large Date. MS-63 (PCGS). Highly lustrous 

medium orange-golcl with moderate prooflike reflectivity on 

both sides. Considerably more rare in Mint State than its gener¬ 

ous mintage of 395,942 pieces would lead one to expect! Most 

known specimens are VF to EF, to which can be added a rela¬ 

tively modest scattering of AU pieces. The present coin, graded 

MS-63, stands alone in quality among pieces of which we are 

aware. This, the finest piece Harry Bass was able to locate in 30 

years of aggressive buying, may represent a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity for the bidder. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

A vertical reverse die crack extends from the base of the second T in 

STATES, running across the field to a point behind the eagle’s eye. A second 

crack runs from below the F. of FIVE, then upward across that letter to a point 

on the arrow feather above. 

Purchased from Mai Varner, June 13, 1973. 
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Mint State 1846-C Half Eagle 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1846-C Repunched 1 in Date. MS-62 (PCGS). Strong cartwheel 

lustre on orange-gold surfaces. Well struck in all areas. A prized 

rarity in all grades; just 12,995 examples of the date were struck. 

Most surviving specimens are VF or so. David Akers noted that 

he had “never seen a strictly Uncirculated piece,” while Douglas 

Winter called the date Rarity-8 (no more than two or three 

known) in Mint State. The present coin is one of the very finest 

in existence. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (MS-63). How the present piece compares with 

tire MS-63 coin is not known—but it is to be remembered that the Bass coins, 

as a general rule, combine not only high grades but excellent aesthetic appeal, 

while most other gold coins of this issue may have high numbers but are lack¬ 

ing in the latter attribute. 

The bottom of the 1 in the date is boldly repunched; this later fades from 

the die. 

The 1846 logotype is called a Large Date by Walter Breen, which probably is 

a misstatement, as the date is quite compact, although shorter logotypes exist. 

In this particular year the Mint tried several different date sizes across various 

denominations, the varieties being most notable in the copper cent and silver 

half dollar series. 

Two obverse dies were sent from Philadelphia this year but no reverses, the 

mint relying upon those left from earlier times. Apparently, the devastating 

mint fire of 1845 did not damage stored dies. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 236. 

Uncirculated 1846-D $5 Rarity 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

962 1846-D Breen-6564. Normal D Mintmark. MS-61 (PCGS). Lus¬ 

trous yellow gold with orange-gold highlights. Nicely struck for 

the date. Some light, scattered marks are present under low 

magnification; the surfaces are essentially blemish-free to the 

unaided eye. In lower grades the 1846-D is one of the more 

readily available dates from Dahlonega, as 80,294 were struck. 

However, at the Mint State level the issue is a great rarity, as the 

population numbers indicate. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Purchased, from N.K.S., February 1, 1972. 

Lustrous 1846-D Half Eagle 

Normal Mintmark 

963 1846-D Breen-6564. Normal D Mintmark. AU-55 (PCGS). A 

lustrous yellow gold specimen of this popular Dahlonega Mint 

issue. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-61). 

Purchased from Arnold Rosing, June 1967. 

Rare Uncirculated 1846-D/D $5 

964 1846-D Breen-6565. Repunched D Mintmark. MS-62 (PCGS). 

Lustrous yellow gold with some deeper orange highlights. The 

rare and popular variety with a boldly repunched mintmark on 

the reverse. Nicely struck; the reverse die shows light clash 

marks. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (MS-65). 

The mintmark on this interesting variety was first punched too high, over¬ 

lapping the arrow feathers and olive branch above. The mintmark was then 

rcpunched in a more proper position without first effacing the erroneously 

punched mintmark, thereafter showing two complete mintmarks on the re¬ 

verse of all pieces struck front this die. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 20. 196H. 
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Popular 1846-D/D $5 Variety 

965 1846-D Breen-6565. Repunched D Mintmark. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Highly lustrous yellow gold with a touch of olive iridescence. 

Sharply struck and aesthetically appealing. 

From Abner Kreisberg’s sale of November 1972, Lot 1164. 

A Final 1846-D/D $5 

966 1846-D Breen-6565. Repunched D Mintmark. AU-50 (PCGS). 

Generous amounts of lustre and rich orange highlights grace 

the surfaces of this attractive coin. A final opportunity to ac¬ 

quire this popular and somewhat elusive variety. 

Elusive 1846-0 Half Eagle 

967 1846-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with a touch of 

olive in the moderately reflective fields. Nicely struck for the 

date, with nearly full details in all areas. Rare in all grades, with 

VF or so the norm for available specimens. “Underrated and 

undervalued in all grades,” wrote David Akers. In AU, Winter 

called the date Low Rarity-7. A desirable date which seldom 

comes finer than that offered here. 

The present piece is indeed incredible, and is one of the very 
finest known. 

PCGS Population: 4; 5 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Purchased from Joe Flynn, March 17, 1978. 

Another 1846-0 Half Eagle 

968 1846-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with plenty of 

prooflike reflectivity in the fields. Another pleasing specimen of 

this underrated branch mint issue. 
A reverse die crack unites the bottoms of TATES, then jumps to the central 

point of the O in OF. Another crack unites the tops of AMERIC. Additionally, 

heavy diagonal die file marks can be seen above AMERICA. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2081. 

Underrated 1846-0 $5 

969 1846-0 AU-53 (PCGS). A final specimen of the 1846-0, a rati 

underrated issue, despite several pieces being offered as par 

the Bass Collection. The present coin affords an excellent 

portunity to acquire quality, rarity, and value in a single piecs 

From Rarcoa's ANA sale, August 1970, Lot 1545. 

Satiny Uncirculated 1847 $5 

970 1847 Breen-6567. Normal Date. MS-63 (PCGS). A highly li 

trous example of the date with lively olive iridescence on bo 

sides. Nicely struck and aesthetically appealing for the grac 

Just a few tiny marks from a higher grade designation. 

Struck from a heavily cracked reverse die, the crack running from rin» 

rim beginning above the final S of STATES, then running across the field 3, 

the eagle, then through the D of the denomination to the rim below. A seca 

crack extends from the rim below the F of FIVE, diagonally upward acn 

FIV, and from there to the eagle’s claw, where it joins the first crack near ( 

arrow heads. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 872. 

Lovely 1847 Half Eagle 

971 1847 Breen-6567. Normal Date. MS-63 (PCGS). A highly li 

trous orange-gold specimen. Definitely choice for the assigne 

grade, with some substantial claims to a higher grade. A scan 

variety, “High Date," with the 1 and 7 of the date touching tl 

truncation of Liberty’s neck above. 

Mint State 1847 $5 

972 1847 Breen-6567. Normal Date. MS-62 (PCGS). A frosty an 

lustrous orange-gold specimen. The fields are somewhat refle 

five. The devices are sharply delineated. A splendid piece. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, November 1971. 

973 1847 Breen-6567. Normal Date. MS-60. Lustrous honey gol 

surfaces. A pretty coin for the grade. 

The reverse die is cracked vertically from the E of STATES directly aero 

the eagle to the E of FIVE, where it is joined by a horizontal crack that unit1 

the tops of FIVE D, then juts downward to the period after D, then to the fit 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 735. 
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Choice Uncirculated 1847 $5 

Extra 1 in Neck Variety 

Popular 1847-C Half Eagle 

Condition Census Quality 

l 1847 Breen-6569. Extra 1 in Neck. MS-63 (PCGS). A highly lus¬ 

trous specimen with moderately reflective fields and lightly 

frosted devices. A memorable quality example of an issue which 

when seen is usually in far lower grades. Added to the aspect of 

high condition is the interest afforded by the die variety de¬ 

scribed in our notes. 

The rare variety with a numeral 1 embedded in Miss Liberty’s neck and 

shoulder area, a spectacular die blunder first noticed decades ago by Bill 

Fivaz. In addition to the obvious on the obverse, there is a die crack that be¬ 

gins in the field just above the serif of the 4 in the date. From there, the crack 

runs vertically across Liberty’s shoulder, tiara, and hair, just brushing the right 

side of the Y of LIBERTY, and then disappearing in the hair details above the 

I crown. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, June 30, 1967. 

» 1847 Breen-6569. Extra 1 in Neck. AU-55. A lustrous honey gold 

specimen with plenty of brilliance in the protected areas. An¬ 

other example of this popular die blunder. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, June 28, 1967. 

Desirable Uncirculated 1847/7 $5 

Doubled 7 in Date 

j 1847 Breen-6570. Doubled 7 in Date. MS-61 (PCGS). A highly 

lustrous example of a scarce and popular variety. Sometimes re¬ 

ferred to as the Large 7 over Small 7 variety. Scarce in Mint 

State. Half eagles of this particular year are seen in a wide vari¬ 

ety of date positions, repunchings, and other characteristics. 

From Lester Merkin's sale of April 1969, Lot 239. 

7 1847 Breen-6570. Doubled 7 in Date. MS-60. Brilliant and lus¬ 

trous. A lovely example of the popular variety with a repunched 

7 in the date. 
From Stack's sale of December 1970, Lot 178. 

978 1847-C AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous bright yellow surfaces with 

some deeper highlights in the protected areas. Nicely struck in 

most areas. Rare in AU or finer despite the fact that the mintage 

of the date, 84,151 pieces, is the most prolific half eagle produc¬ 

tion figure from the Charlotte Mint. An exceptional opportu¬ 

nity for the connoisseur and specialist. 

PCGS Population: 6; 4 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Purchased from N.K.S.,July 31, 1967. 

979 1847-C EF-45. Lustrous, slightly granular seawater surfaces. 

High date, 7 in date touches truncation above. 

Three pairs of dies were shipped from Philadelphia to Charlotte, and at 

least two obverse variations are known, the present piece being the style with 

the 7 touching die bust truncation. This is a fairly rare circumstance, as in gen¬ 

eral the date logotype was shifted over to the left, and often on gold dies of 

this era the first digit of the date was crowded, while the last digit was free. 

Although there were some exceptions during the era (perhaps most notable 

being the 1846 half dollar with 6 over horizontal 6), it was common practice to 

use a four-digit logotype punch to insert numerals into working dies. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, February 1972. 

Mint State 1847-D Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

980 1847-D MS-62 (PCGS). Highly lustrous orange-gold surfaces 

present a somewhat proofiike appearance. While occasionally 

seen in Uncirculated (and very rare as such), this date is typically 

only VF or EF. Nearly as fine as can be found for the date, and 

important as such. 

PCGS Population: 6; 1 finer (MS-63). 

From Stack’s ANA sale, August 1976, Lot 2966. 

Lovely 1847-D Half Eagle 

981 1847-D AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold. Sharply struck in 

all areas. A pleasing example of a date and mintmark that is usu¬ 

ally seen in VF grade, occasionally EF, and only rarely finer. 

A reverse die crack extends directly downward from the E of STATES to the 

eagle’s neck. 

From Stack ’s sale of December 1970, Lot 172. 
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Another 1847-D $5 

982 1847-D AU-50 (PCGS). Warm golden orange with lustre in the 

recessed areas. Nicely struck. Just a few stray marks are present. 

Lustrous 1847-D $5 

983 1847-D AU-50. Lustrous medium gold surfaces show a hint of 

seawater surface. Some faint vertical scratches are noted in the 

field near the first two obverse stars. Nicely struck. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. sale of November 1968, Lot 859. 

Unheralded 1847-0 $5 Rarity 

An Important Rarity 

984 1847-0 AU-53 (PCGS). Medium yellow gold with some lus 

and areas of prooflike reflectivity in the fields. The 1847-0 

exceedingly rare, even more than the mintage of 12,000 co 

would indicate. David Akers commented, “When one is offer 

it is invariably VF or EF at best,” while Walter Breen chimed 

with “prohibitively rare above EF,” while Douglas Winter 

least addressed the AU level, stating “About Uncirculated 

amples are excessively rare.” “Excessively” or otherwise, jus 

few equivalent pieces exist, creating another tremendously j 

portant opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 5; 1 finer (AU-55). 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, j 
2082. 

Highly Elusive 1847-0 $5 

Winter: “Rarest New Orleans $5” 

985 1847-0 Breen-6574. Weak O Mintmark. AU-50 (PCGf 

Golden centers give way to warm orange-gold highlights at d 

rims. A touch of lustre remains in the recessed areas. A few n 

nor marks are present, but the overall appeal is equal to tl 

grade in every respect. In addition to the comments in the pi 

ceding lot, David Akers noted that the 1847-0 was “one of tl 

real sleepers in the half eagle series," while Douglas Winter pa 

this tribute, stating that the 1847-0 is “The rarest New Orleai 
half eagle.” 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (AU-55 finest). 

From Stack's sale of the Davis Collection, February 1968, Lot 303 
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Important 1848 Half Eagle 

Finest Graded by PCGS 

Believed Finest Known of Date 

(2X photo) 

1848 Repunched 1 in Date. Not in Breen. MS-64 (PCGS). 

Highly lustrous honey gold with fairly frosted devices and mildly 

reflective fields. Some faint marks are evident under low magni¬ 

fication, but the overall quality and appeal are both outstanding 

to the unaided eye. A superb example of a date whose true rar¬ 

ity is greatly underappreciated. Here is a date that is practically 

unknown in Mint State despite its liberal mintage figure of 

260,775 pieces. It could be many years before a comparable 

specimen crosses the auction block, or the present piece reap¬ 

pears. After all, it has been off the market for 32 years! 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

The serif of a previously punched 1 sticks out from the upright of the exist¬ 

ing 1 in the date, at a point about one-third up the upright of that numeral. In 

addition, some roughness in the die is noted as a raised plateau (in a minus¬ 

cule sort of way, of course) in and around the other date numerals. What may 

be the remains of an 8 can be just seen in the loops of the first 8 in the date as 

well. If such is the case, then the raised plateau effect was probably the result 

of a depression around the date, caused when most of the remnants from the 

first date were polished from the die. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

Elusive 1848 Half Eagle 

987 1848 MS-60. Lustrous yellow gold with some proollike 

reflectivity in the fields. Rare in any and all levels ol Mint State. 

An obverse die crack begins at the rim near the 10th star, passing through 

the field to the upper portion of Liberty’s bun. From there, the crack runs 

vertically through her tresses and the beads in her hair. The crack then runs 

across the field, the curls at the back of her neck, and then her shoulder, pass¬ 

ing to the right of much of the second 8 in the date before turning and cross¬ 

ing the bottom of that numeral. The crack terminates in the dentils below the 

second 8. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1970, Lot 173. 

988 1848 Net AU-58; sharpness of MS-62 or so, but lightly brushed, 

and with possible faint graffiti in the reverse field above the 

eagle. A nice coin that should be seen before bidding judge¬ 

ment is passed. 

This particular specimen was struck from a shattered obverse die. There is a 

network of fine die cracks among the obverse stars, particularly those above 

and behind Liberty’s portrait, where small cracks connect some stars and also 

jut to her coronet and to the rim in places. Two prominent vertical cracks are 

also noted. The first of these begins at the dentils opposite the innermost 

point of the sixth star, crossing the field and touching the point of the star 

before dropping vertically across the field—faintly at first, then stronger as it 

crosses Liberty’s nose, mouth, and chin. From there the crack runs to a point 

in the field opposite the point of Miss Liberty’s bust. The second crack begins 

in the hair, near the coronet and just below the Y of LIBERTY. From there it 

moves across the field, across the curl at the back of Liberty’s neck, then 

across the shoulder to the right side of the second 8 in the date, and from 

there to the dentils below. Also of note is a die crack that connects the bot¬ 

toms of the date numerals. 

Purchased from N.K.S., August 5, 1968. 

989 1848 AU-58. Highly lustrous and sharply struck. Choice for the 

grade. 

A prominent obverse die crack begins below the 1 in the date and runs be¬ 

low the first 8. From there it connects the bottoms of the 4 and the following 

8, before running horizontally through the dentils to the rim. In addition, 

some faint cracks can be seen joining several obverse stars. 
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Amazing 1848-C $5 Rarity 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

990 1848-C MS-64 (PCGS). A brilliant specimen with mildly proof¬ 

like fields and frosty devices. Well struck for the date, with virtu¬ 

ally all design details bold. A decidedly rare issue in AU, and in¬ 

credibly rare in Mint State. Among Mint State coins, the present 

piece is above the crowd—one of its kind with regard to pieces 

evaluated by the highly respected PCGS group. Another find. 

another landmark for the Charlotte specialist. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Three pairs of dies were sent to Charlotte from Philadelphia this year, 

but we have not encountered any particular accounting as to minute varia¬ 

tions known to exist today. 

Purchased, from the Goliad Corporation, March 13, 1972. 
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Scarce 1848-C Half Eagle 

1848-C AU-50. Deep yellow gold with a decidedly olive over¬ 

tone. A few scattered marks are seen, but none of major conse¬ 

quence. Only four to 12 coins are known at this grade level ac¬ 

cording to Douglas Winter. Another important opportunity. 

From Stack’s sale of February 1968, Lot 305. 

Important 1848-D Half Eagle 

The Finest of Eight Offered 

2 1848-D AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with plenty of 

brightness in the recessed areas. Devoid of all but a few trivial 

marks, those chiefly visible under low magnification. Struck 

from clashed dies. A very rare date in ALI or finer despite a 

mintage of 47,465 pieces. Typically found only Fine to VF or so 

(with EF coins fairly rare in their own right). Regarding this 

date, David Akers wrote: “Above EF it must be considered a 

major rarity.” 

PCGS Population: 2; 4 finer (MS-62 finest). 

From Paramount’s sale of March 1973, Lot 1077. 

Lustrous 1848-D $5 

'3 1848-D AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant yellow gold with orange-gold 

on the high points. Plenty of prooflike reflectivity in the re¬ 

cessed areas. A scattering of tiny marks can be seen under low 

magnification. 
Purchased from Douglas Weaver, August 20, 1973. 

Impressive 1848-D Half Eagle 

A Condition Rarity 

994 1848-D AU-53 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold with some prooflike 

reflectivity in the fields. A few light marks are noted, and a faint 

reverse scratch connects the R of AMERICA to the eagle s wing 

area opposite that letter. Nicely struck. A nice opportunity for 

the Dahlonega Mint specialist. 

On the reverse, a faint die crack unites TATES OF. then crosses the field 

and eagle’s wing tip, then through the field again, finally uniting the bases of 

AMERICA. 

From Superior’s sale of March 1973, Lot 408. 

Underrated 1848-D Half Eagle 

Unusual Die State 

995 1848-D AU-50. Bright yellow gold with a hint of olive toning. 

Lustrous for the grade. Struck from a clashed obverse die, with 

tantalizingly familiar yet somehow wrong clash marks behind 

and on Liberty’s portrait (see note below). 

Reverse die aligned about 225°. 

Note from Frank Van Valen: 

The obverse of this specimen shows strong clash marks in the field behind 

Miss Liberty’s head, as well as in front of her throat, and in among the letters 

of LIBERTY on her tiara and at her eye. Careful examination reveals that 

what appears to be the clashed image of the eagle from the reverse die is actu¬ 

ally something seemingly familiar, yet not exactly the image of the eagle from 

the reverse die. Perhaps a die from another denomination was accidentally 

dropped on the obverse die of this half eagle, before it was shipped from 

Philadelphia to Dahlonega. The heaviest of the clash marks appears behind 

Liberty’s head, resembles the crook of an eagle s wing more than anything 

else: the marks do not, however, match perfectly with the reverse design ele¬ 

ments. Here then is an intriguing numismatic puzzle that deserves more at¬ 

tention. 

The reverse of this specimen shows some clash marks transferred from the 

obverse, and also displays some interesting die cracks. Among these, a faint 

crack unites the tops of UNITED, while another faint crack unites TATES OF, 

passing across the tip of the eagle s wing as it does so, then connecting 

AMERICA and the D of the denomination. Another crack runs from the un¬ 

derside of the eagle’s wing to the M of AMERICA. Another descends ft om the 

rim between the E and R of that word, ending at the base of the E. 

Purchased from Jack L. Kluusen, June 19, 1968. 

Another Nice 1848-D $5 

996 1848-D AU-50. Lustrous with rich orange iridescence in the re¬ 

cessed areas. A scattering of tiny marks is seen on both sides, al¬ 

though no individual mark stands out on its own. Rare. 

A fairly heavy reverse die crack runs across the eagle’s left (viewer’s right) 

wing, into the field where it nearly brushes the top arrowhead before turning 

horizontally and terminating between the E and R of AMERICA. 

From Stack’s sale of October 1970, Lot 175. 

Duplicate 1848-D Half Eagle 

Obverse Clash Marks 

997 1848-D AU-50. Lustrous yellow gold with a definitive olive glow. 

A second example with severe obverse clash marks (see note at 

Lot 995). Rare so fine. 

Purchased from J. Flickenger, August 1, 1972. 
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Yet Another 1848-D $5 

998 1848-D AU-50. Bright yellow gold with plenty of lustre present. 

Struck from clashed obverse die (as noted under two other lots). 

Not only does the obverse show the anomalous clash marks mentioned un¬ 

der Lot 995 above, but a small die crack connects t he back tip of Liberty’s bust 

to the rim. On the reverse, a diagonal crack runs from the rim through the A 

of STATES, across the field and the eagle’s head, and then the wing and the 

tips of the two uppermost arrowheads. The crack then passes through the R 

in AMERICA to the rim. Another crack joins the bottoms of ICS in 

AMERICA, the dot that follows, and the IVE and D, as well as the period that 

follows the denomination. 

From Stack’s sale of Febmaiy 1974, Lot 640. 

999 1848-D EF-45. A touch of lustre on orange-gold surfaces. 

Obverse with faint crack from back of bust to rim, reverse with diagonal 

crack from rim at 11:00 to 5:00; both of these die states are described at other 

lots containing 1848-D half eagles. 

From Abe Kosojf's sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 
2061. 

1000 1848-D EF-45. Warm gold with a touch of olive. 

Many years ago our fine friend Otto Garlsen enjoyed buying 

up quantities, including duplicates, of rare types of piano rolls 

used on coin-operated instruments. When others called upon 

him and reviewed his large holdings with envy, he mischievously 

winked and said. "This keeps the hoarders from getting them.” 

Otto was a generous person, and would always sell or trade a 

duplicate to someone who was interested—if this person passed 
the test of being truly interested. 

In his time, Harry W. Bass, Jr., acquired duplicates, triplicates, 

and even larger numbers of coins not particularly as a hoarder, 

but because he felt that by doing this he could study them at lei¬ 

sure and observe their die characteristics, and, further, that such 

pieces represented an excellent store of value for his money. 

Ultimately, he was rewarded on both counts. 

Purchased from N.K.S., December 18, 1970. 

Lustrous Mint State 1849 $5 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

1003 1849-C MS-64 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous, with warm orand 

gold toning on satiny surfaces. The fields are lightly prooflii 

and the overall appeal is substantial. .Although 64,823 we 

minted, only a few have survived in Mint State, of which not 

seems to be finer than the Bass Collection specimen. The Cht 

lotte Mint enthusiast will bid liberally, knowing that this oppc 

tunity may not recur for a long time, if ever. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Three pairs of dies were sent to Charlotte from Philadelphia this year. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, L 

171; ex B. Max Meh/'s sale of the Atwater Collection, June 11, 194 
Lot 1763. 

Unimprovable 1849-C $5 Rarity 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 

1001 1849 MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous with orange-gold toning on sat¬ 

iny surfaces. Some reverse striking weakness is noted. A fairly 

rare date in Mint State despite a generous mintage of 133,070 

piece. This date is typically seen VF or EF. The present coin is 

exceeded in quality by no other 1849 half eagle that we have 
ever seen. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Some faint obverse cracks unite the first three stars. 

1002 1849 Breen-6582. Repunched 49. AU-58. Lustrous golden sur¬ 

faces with orange iridescence in the protected areas. Attractive 

for the grade, and quite rare at the AU level. 

The 4 and 9 in the date are broadly repunched to the north on this variety. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 15, 1971. 
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Another Mint State 1849-C $5 Another 1849-D Half Eagle 

Impressive Quality 

(2X photo) 

)4 1849-C MS-62 (PCGS). Highly lustrous yellow gold surfaces are 

somewhat prooflike. Seldom does even one Mint State speci¬ 

men cross the block. The appearance of two pieces, this and the 

preceding lot, is of great importance and is likely to occur no¬ 

where else except in the Bass Collection. 

PCGS Population: 1; 3 finer (MS-64 finest). 

A reverse die crack extends from the rim, just gl azes the left serif of the U in 

UNITED, then reaches to the olive leaves below. 

From Harmer-Rooke’s sale of December 1970, Lot 3179. 

1007 1849-D AU-55 (PCGS). A bright and lustrous half eagle from 

Dahlonega. Another attractive specimen. 

A faint reverse crack is noted at the tops of FIVE D. 

From Quality Sales Corporation's auction of January 1975, Lot 446. 

A Third 1849-D $5 

The Eliasberg Specimen 

Liimiui 

1008 1849-D AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous golden orange surfaces. An¬ 

other lovely coin, one of the three finest obtained by Harry W. 

Bass, Jr., over a long period of years. 

A fairly heavy reverse die crack runs from the dentils just beyond OF, across 

the eagle’s wing tip, then to the bases of AMERI, where it becomes faint, pro¬ 

gressing along the bottoms of CA and then the tops of E and 1) in the denomi¬ 

nation. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, October 1482, 

Lot 453. 

05 1849-C Net EF-40; sharpness of AU-50 or finer, but obverse 

lightly brushed, and reverse polished to remove faint graffiti 

above the eagle. Lustrous golden orange. 

From Paramount’s sale of March 1973, Lot 1078. 

Elusive 1849-D Half Eagle 

i06 1849-D AU-55 (PCGS). Yellow gold with a hint of olive. Gener¬ 

ous amounts of lustre play in the recessed aieas. A tare date, 

particularly above EF, and typically found lower than that giacle. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 880. 

A Final 1849-D Half Eagle 

1009 1849-D AU-53 (PCGS). Bright golden lustre on orange-gold sur¬ 

faces. A final 1849-D half eagle in a lineup of this date that must 

be seen to be believed. Normally, even a single specimen at the 

AU level would be a beacon if offered at auction. 

On the reverse, a crack runs from the rim above I in AMERICA, then down 

that letter, where it splits into two cracks that cross the arrow heads, reform¬ 

ing as a single crack, then crossing the eagle's leg, the shield tip, and then the 

other leg. From there, the crack crosses die field and the olive branch, dien 

runs between the I and T of UNITED to the rim. A finer crack unites the tops 

of E and D in the denomination with the bottom of the final A in AMERK .A. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2062. 
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Uncirculated 1850 Half Eagle 

Rare and Underrated 

1010 1850 MS-61 (PCGS). A high degree of lustre and brilliance 

grace the prooflike surfaces and lightly frosted devices of this 

attractive rarity. Choice for the grade. Although 64,491 pieces 

were struck, and although the issue is generally regarded as a 

common date, David Akers suggests that the status is “grossly 

misleading.” A review of the literature will dramatically demon¬ 

strate that in grades such as AU and Mint State the 1851 is a for¬ 
midable rarity. 

I’CGS Population: 3; 2 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Purchased from J.E. Ryan, August 29, 1973. 

1011 1850 AU-55. Lustrous yellow gold with a hint of olive. A few 

light obverse rim marks are noted for accuracy. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 412. 

1012 1850 AU-50. Highly lustrous with rich orange toning on satiny 
golden surfaces. 

From Paramount’s sale of August 1969, Lot 1919. 

Mint State 1850-C Half Eagle 

Among Finest Certified 

Mint State 1850-C Half Eagle 

Amazing Duplicate MS-62! 

(2X photo) 

1014 1850-C Strong C Mintmark. MS-62 (PCGS). A lustrous gold 

orange specimen with modest prooflike reflectivity in the fiell 

Nicely struck from lightly clashed dies. Choice for the grade, i. 

amazing duplicate—having even a single MS-62 1850-C in a si 

would be a remarkable event, and here we have the second < 
ample. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 250. 

Lovely 1850-C $5 Rarity 

1015 1850-C Strong C Mintmark. AU-58 (PCGS). Bright and lustroi 

yellow gold with a decided olive sheen on both sides. A ve 

choice example at a high grade level seldom seen in numisnu 
ics. 

PCGS Population: 8; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Interestingly enough, the reverse of this specimen is cracked in the identic 

manner as that described at Lot 1004, the MS-62 (PCGS) 1849-C half eagl 

Evidently, this reverse saw use in at least two years. 

Purchased from Dan Brown, October 19, 1967. 

(2X photo) 

1013 1850-C Strong C Mintmark. MS-62 (PCGS). A lustrous medium 

gold specimen with prooflike fields and strong overall appeal 

for the assigned grade. Nicely struck, with splashes of attractive 

orange toning in the recessed areas. 

The 1850-C has been regarded as a major rarity in Mint State, 

this despite its fairly generous mintage of 63,591 pieces. Most 

extant examples grade VF or EF, occasionally AU, but only 

rarely Mint State. The present coin is exceedingly impressive 

and comes with a nice pedigree. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-63). 

From Stack's sale oj the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 

172. Previously from B. Max Mehl’s sale of the Atwater Collection 

June 11, 1946, Lot 1764. 

Another Pleasing 1850-C $5 

1016 1850-C Strong C Mintmark. AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous yello 

gold. Some minuscule porosity suggests seawater surfaces. St: 

attractive overall. Another remarkably high grade example of a 

issue which is normally seen in VF or EF. 

Reverse die crack present as on the earlier described lots 1004 and 1015. 

From Abe Kosoff s C.S.N.A. sale, October 1968, Lot 863. 
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Lovely 1850-D Half Eagle 
Condition Census 

17 1850-D Strong D Mintmark. AU-58 (PCGS). A High degree of 
lustre radiates on lustrous honey gold surfaces. Rich orange 
highlights reside in the recessed areas. Nicely struck in most ar¬ 
eas, but with some lightness on the eagle as characteristic of au¬ 
thentic specimens. 

The 1850-D registered a production of 43,950 pieces. Of those 
that remain, nearly all are in VF or EF grade. Anything higher is 
extremely rare. A major opportunity for the connoisseur and 

specialist. 
PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 26, 1967. 

Lustrous 1850-D Half Eagle 

18 1850-D Breen-6588. Weak D Mintmark. AU-55. Highly lustrous 
yellow gold. A very pleasing specimen of the second popularly 

collected variety of the 1850-D. 
A curved reverse die break unites the bottoms of the letters of the denomi¬ 

nation with the tops of UNITED and STATES. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. sale, October 1968, Lot 864. 

19 1850-D Net VF-35; sharpness of EF or finer, hut several edge 
marks are seen; perhaps mounted at one time. A touch of lustre 

on medium gold surfaces. 
Purchased from N.K.S., October 6, 1967. 

Mint State 1851 $5 

1021 1851 AU-58 (PCGS). A frosty, satiny specimen with warm olive 
and orange-gold iridescence on both sides. An appealing coin 
with plenty of lustre and eye appeal for the grade. Nicely struck. 

A small oval die lump is found in a centered position near the edge of Miss 

Liberty’s truncation. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, August 12, 1969. 

1022 1851 AU-58 (PCGS). A lustrous golden example of the date. 
Nicely struck and quite appealing overall. 

This specimen also shows a die lump at the edge of Miss Liberty s trunca¬ 

tion. A die chip has fallen from the area above the first 1 of the date as well, 

uniting Liberty’s bust with that numeral. A faint die crack juts horizontally 

from the rim near the first 1 of the date, then connects die bases of the 1. 8, 
and 5 of die date; another faint crack reaches from the first star toward the 

first 1. Additionally, a spidery network of faint die cracks unites die first six 

obverse stars, with other cracks that connect some stars to the rim. 

Purchased from J.E. Ryan, August 29, 1973. 

Pleasing 1851-C $5 

1023 1851-C Normal Earlobe. AU-55 (PCGS). A golden orange speci¬ 
men with much lustre in protected areas. Nicely struck on the 
obverse, but with some weakness at the center of the reverse, 
this being standard for authentic specimens. 

The 1850-C is usually encountered in Fine to Very fine grade, 
occasionally Extremely Fine, but only rarely AU. Lending interest 
to the specialist is the status of this as being the “Normal Earlobe" 
variety, without a hole or punch mark as is seen on most other 
1851-C half eagles. Douglas Winter noted: “A few coins are 
known without the punchmark; these are quite rare.” All charac¬ 
teristics combined, the present 1851-C is of great importance. 

Three new obverse dies were sent to and received at Charlotte this year. 

The supply of reverse dies was adequate from previous shipments, and no 

new dies were shipped. 
The obverse of this rare variety has no hole or punchmark in Liberty’s ear. 

Additionally, the first 1 of the date touches the truncation above, while the 

second 1 grazes die truncation. 
The C mintmark is low to the left and directly over the first upright of the \ 

in FIVE, a position that differs drastically from that of the typically seen hole- 

in-ear variety. 

From Abe Kosoffs ANA sale, August 1968, Lot 967. 

20 1851 MS-60. Satiny golden surfaces show rich rose iridescence. 
Nicely struck in most areas, first 1 in date connected to 
Liberty’s bust by a die chip. Much scarcer in Mint State than its 
mintage of 377,505 pieces indicates. Choice foi the assigned 

grade. 
The first 1 of the tlatc is joined to the bust of Liberty above by a sizeable die 

chip. Further, a series of faint die cracks connects many of the obverse stars, 

with additional cracks that connect some stars to the rim. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

1983. 

Elusive 1851-C Half Eagle 

1024 1851-C AU-53 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold with plenty of lustre 
in the recessed areas. Nicely struck for the date; this one typi¬ 
cally comes much weaker on the reverse. 

A curious hole in Miss Liberty’s ear lobe, the usual die used for 

this date and mintmark. 
This date is nearly always found with a small hole (or punchmark) in 1 jbertv's 

earlobe. The specimen offered here has the first 1 of the date nearly touching 

the truncation above, while the second 1 of the date is a millimetei or more 

from the truncation. The C mintmark is high and above the 1 ot KIM 

Purchasedfrom Jack L. Klausen, June 19, l9(->8. 
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Delightful 1851-D Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

1025 1851-D Breen-6593. Mintmark Far to Right. AU-58 (PCGS). 

Bright orange-gold with prooflike surfaces. Some striking weak¬ 

ness on both sides, not unusual for the date. A few light marks 

are noted as well, but the overall appeal is still quite strong. Fine 

to EF is typical ol this issue, with choice AU or finer specimens 

being quite rare. 

PCGS Population: 3; 4 finer (MS-63 finest). 

On the obverse, the first 1 in the date is nearly entirely left of the point of 

Liberty s bust. The photo in the Akers reference shows an example of the date 

with that numeral nearly entirely under the point of Liberty’s bust. 

On the reverse, the mintmark is placed far to the right, above the E of FIVE 

and the space before the D; the mintmark touches the olive stem. Also, a small 

crack extends from the point of the stem, running through the field, where it 

grazes the side of the pellet after AMERICA before joining the rim. 

From Stack’s ANA sale, August 1976, Lot 2972. 

Lustrous 1851-D Half Eagle 

Repunched 1 in Date 

1026 1851-D Breen-6595. First 1 in Date Repunched. AU-55 (PCGS). 

Lustrous yellow gold. Finer than the typically seen specimen, 

and rare and desirable as such. 

The variety with the first 1 in the date repunched (and embedded in the 

dentils below, a fact not noted in Breen’s Encyclopedia). 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2064. 

Attractive 1851-D $5 

Another 1851-D $5 

1028 1851-D Weak Mintmark. EF-45. Lustrous medium gold w 

some deeper orange highlights in the recessed areas. Niq 

struck for the date. The mintmark is placed high in the crotch) 

the branch and arrow, and barely evident save for a faint vest! 

ol the top of the D, creating a very curious variety that special! 

have long sought—occasionally having the luck to acquire ono 

a Philadelphia Mint coin if the vestige is particularly elus' 

where the seller is not knowledgeable! 

On the obverse, the first 1 is repunched and embedded in the dentils bel 

On die reverse, a heavy circular crack runs through FIVE D and UNHl 

STATES. 

From Superior’s sale of December 1972, Lot 1951. 

Prized 1851-0 Half Eagle Rarity 

A Mint State Treasure 

“Rare and Very Underrated” 

1029 1851-0 First 1 in Date Repunched. MS-62 (PCGS). Sati 

golden surfaces show strong lustre and great overall appe 

Nicely struck for the date, above average, but in keeping wi 

authentic pieces, not fully sharp. 

The 1851-0 is the first half eagle coinage from the New C 

leans Mint since 1847. Standing alone, it became the last isst 

until 1854. In his text Douglas Winter called this issue: "Ra 

and very underrated in all grades.” 

The presently offered Mint State specimen is a true treasure 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (MS-63). 

The top of an erroneously punched 1 can be seen in the field directly ov 

the first 1 of the date; only the crown of the first numeral remains, with t 

other details no doubt effaced from the die before use. .Although this varit 

is not noted in Breen’s landmark Encyclopedia, Harry W. Bass’ notes state 

“Another 1 under bust.” The O mintmark is low and centered above the 

and E in FIVE. 

1027 1851-D Breen-6595. First 1 in Date Repunched. AU-50. Lus¬ 

trous yellow gold with some olive iridescence on somewhat re¬ 

flective fields. Nicely struck on both sides. A second example of 

the variety with repunched and embedded 1 in date. 

Purchased from Paramount, March 30, 1967. 
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Another Notable 1851-0 $5 

50 1851-0 First 1 in Date Repunched. Broadly Repunched Mint- 

mark. AU-55 (PCGS). Blight and lustrous yellow gold with 

gi and eye appeal. A pleasing AU specimen of this popular and 

rare New Orleans issue. A final example of this elusive variety. 

PCGS Population: 5; 4 finer (MS-63 finest). 

The first 1 in the date is repunched at the top. The O mintmark is broadly 

repunched and is located high and centered over the V in FIVE. 

Purchased from Dan Brown, October 19, 1967. 

Uncirculated 1852 $5 

A Second Specimen 

1033 1852 Heavy Numerals, Closed 5. MS-62 (PCGS). Satiny golden 

orange surfaces display rich rose iridescence. Nicely struck in all 

areas. 
The numerals on this die were punched into the die heavily, and the ball 

and cusp of die 5 in die date touch. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 424. 

51 1851-0 EF-45 (PCGS). Pleasing for the grade, with warm or¬ 

ange-gold highlights on both sides. 

First 1 in date repunched at top. Mintmark centered above V and E in FIVE. 

Choice Mint State 1852 $5 

Tied for Finest by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

)32 1852 Light Numerals, Open 5. MS-64 (PCGS). A satiny and lus¬ 

trous golden orange specimen with some rose iridescence 

present. Sharply struck. Very rare at the MS-64 level, as the 

PCGS numbers indicate. Not rare, but definitely scarce in 

choice Uncirculated. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer. 

The obverse numerals were impressed lightly in the die, and the 5 of the 

date is open between die ball and cusp of the numeral. A die crack unites the 

first four stars. 

From Rarcoa’s ANA sale, August 1971), Lot 1545. 

Lustrous Uncirculated 1852-C $5 

1034 1852-C Numeral 1 in Date Touches Bust. MS-60. Bright yellow 

gold. A lovely coin for the grade. Moderately reflective fields 

and frosted devices make for a pleasing cameo contrast. Nicely 

struck for the date, with just some faint hairlines and a few light 

ticks the only detriments present. This would make an impres¬ 

sive addition to any cabinet of Charlotte Mint delicacies. The 

finest specimen obtained by Harry W. Bass, Jr. A powerful state¬ 

ment in itself. 

Three pairs of dies were sent from Philadelphia to Charlotte this year. 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1973, Lot 1079. 

Popular 1852-C Half Eagle 

1035 1852-C AU-50. Bright yellow gold surfaces show plenty of lustre. 

Some vertical obverse scrapes show mainly under low magnifi¬ 

cation. One of the more readily available issues from Charlotte, 

but still far from plentiful. As such, this would make an excellent 

candidate in a general type set of half eagles. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, August 4, 1967. 
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Uncirculated 1852-D $5 

Condition Census 

1036 1852-D MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous deep gold surfaces with lighter 

brilliance on the high points. Modest prooflike reflectivity on 

both sides. A few tiny ticks are present. Although the 1852-D is 

one of the more readily available half eagles from Dahlonega, 

reflective of a mintage of 91,452 pieces, at this high grade the 

issue is very rare. Indeed, the present piece is Condition Census. 

PCGS Population: 2; 5 finer (MS-63 finest). 

From Stack’s ANA sale of August 1976, Lot 2974. 

Lustrous 1852-D Half Eagle 

1037 1852-D AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous yellow gold surfaces. Another 

specimen of this popular Dahlonega issue. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, November 1, 1968. 

1038 1852-D EF-45. Deep iridescent orange on lustrous golden sur¬ 

faces. An obverse rim mark is seen at 3:00, otherwise the sur¬ 

faces are fairly free of any serious marks. 

Uncirculated 1853 Half Eagle 

Incredible 1853-C Half Eagle 

Finest Graded by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

1041 1853-C MS-64 (PCGS). Frosty orange-gold devices contre 

nicely with moderately reflective fields. A touch of olive gloi 

warmly on both sides. .Although 65,571 examples were strut 

the issue is generally available only in VF to EF grades, with A 

pieces being rare and Mint State coins exceptionally so. T1 

present piece, the finest Harry Bass was able to locate in ‘ 

years of collecting, and also the finest graded by PCGS, is 

Charlotte Mint landmark! 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack's sale oj the Bareford Collection, December 1978, L 

173; previously from the Bell Collection, March 1948, Lot 438; st 

earlier from the Memorable Collection, March 1, 1948 Lot 438. 

1039 1853 Date Under Bust. MS-62 (PCGS). A lustrous golden speci¬ 

men with a touch of rose iridescence. Nicely struck. Just a few 

tiny marks from a higher grade, and quite attractive overall. 

“Very rare in strictly Uncirculated condition,” wrote David 

Akers regarding this date. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 1985. 

1040 1853 MS-60. Satiny golden surfaces show a high degree of lus¬ 

tre. Nicely struck. A few random marks present, but still a pleas¬ 

ing representative of the date and grade. 

A dash is seen below the E of LIBERTY on Miss Liberty’s coronet, and a 

small dash, perhaps the remnants of an errant 1, is noted in the field between 

the 1 and 8 in the date. 

Purchased from Ed Messer, August 14, 1971. 

Elusive 1853-C Half Eagle 

1042 1853-C AU-50. Medium yellow gold with a warm olive glo 

overall. A few trivial marks are present. Lighdy struck at the r 

verse center, not an unusual occurrence for the date. 

From Stack's sale of February 1968, Lot 321. 

1043 1853-C EF-45. Medium golden surfaces lightly brushed Ion 

ago. A natural planchet lamination, as struck, is noted at 11:0 

on the obverse rim. Lightly struck at the reverse center, typic; 

of authentic specimens of this variety. 

A heavy reverse die crack underlining VE and D in the denomination 

quite unusual when examined under magnification. The crack is caused by 

chunk of the die that is about to fall completely away from the rest of the di 

It has already succeeded in falling partly away, leaving a second base to the 

above, and a second row of dentils a millimeter or so below the existing de 

tils. It would be extremely interesting to find an 1853-C half eagle that v>; 

struck from the terminal state of the die, after the chunk falls from the rest1 

the die. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lt 

2041. 
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Mint State 1853-D Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

44 1853-D MS-62 (PCGS). A lustrous specimen with satiny surfaces 

that offer a faint cameo contrast. Definitely above average for 

the grade. One of the few Dahlonega Mint half eagle issues that 

can be found in Mint State with any regularity, but nearly all 

pieces are in a grade below the present specimen. A very nice 

coin. Still a difficult issue to find Uncirculated. 

PCGS Population: 9; 1 finer (MS-63). 

Another 1853-D Half Eagle 

45 1853-D AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold surfaces with 

deeper orange-golcl in the protected areas. An exceptionally 

pleasing coin for the grade. 

From Abe Kosoffs ANA sale, August 1968, Lot 971. 

Lustrous 1853-D $5 

1047 1853-D AU-55. Strong lustre remains on yellow gold surfaces. A 

few stray marks are present but, all in all, another pleasing ex¬ 

ample of a popular date. 

Purchased from Para moun t, Februa ry 15, 1968. 

A Final 1853-D Half Eagle 

1048 1853-D AU-50. Lustrous yellow gold surfaces free of all but the 

most trivial marks. 

From Stack’s ANA sale, August 1971, Lot 2189. 

Mint State 1854 Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

1049 1854 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant with intense cartwheel lustre on 

satiny honey gold surfaces. Nicely struck in almost all areas. 

Choice for the grade. Much rarer in AU or finer than its some¬ 

what sizeable mintage of 160,675 pieces indicates. Such pieces 

were made strictly for utilitarian purposes, with no numismatic 

thoughts in mind, thus, within a few years nearly all examples 

were worn. 

PCGS Population: 9; 4 finer (MS-64 finest). 

From Stack’s sale of December 1970, Lot 191. 

Another Nice 1853-D $5 

46 1853-D AU-55 (PCGS). Medium gold with strong lustre and a 

decent strike as well. Pale pink iridescence present in the re¬ 

cessed areas. A fine coin for the assigned grade. 

A reverse die crack runs rim to rim beginning at 4:00, passing through the 

upright of the R in AMERICA, the uppermost arrow head, and the eagle’s leg, 

slowly curv ing down from there to the arrow feather and the leg just above 

the eagle’s right talons, then through the olive branch and the left upright of 

the U in UNITED, and from there to the rim at 7:00. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg March 30, 1973. 

1050 1854 AU-58. Lustrous honey gold surfaces. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 1003. 
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Impressive 1854-C $5 Rarity 

High Condition Census 

A Landmark Coin 

(2X photo) 

1051 1854-C Breen-6607. Weak C Mintmark. MS-62 (PCGS). A lus¬ 

trous orange-gold specimen with satiny devices and modestly 

reflective fields. Seldom available above VF, this outstanding 

specimen is a pleasing exception to that rule. Douglas Winter 

gave this date a Rarity-8 rating in all levels of Mint State, suggest¬ 

ing that just two or three are known. Winter knew of the Bass 

Collection specimen and called it: “The only unequivocally Un¬ 

circulated example of this date.” This echoes a comment by 

David Akers who wrote, "The only one I have seen with legiti¬ 

mate claims to Mint State was the Robison specimen.” Whether 

the “other” Mint State pieces in the numbers game represent 

more than one or two pieces is not known. In any event, the 

present coin is high Condition Census, and, who knows, per¬ 

haps it is the very finest. The specialist will delight in the oppor¬ 

tunity. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (MS-63). 

In his Charlotte Mint Gold Coins: 1838-1861, author Douglas Winter notes 

two mintmark varieties for this date. The first, as offered here, has a faint 

mintmark (sometimes so faint that a given specimen may be mistaken for a 

Philadelphia Mint specimen) that is centered over the E of FIVE; this is the 

scarcer of the two varieties. The second (and slightly more available) variety 

has a fairly sharp C mintmark that is positioned above the IV of FIVE. 

For comparison purposes, PCGS also certifies examples of this date as the 

Strong Mintmark variety. When the populations of both varieties are com¬ 

bined, the PCGS Population for this specimen then becomes; 3; 1 finer (MS- 

63). Even with both varieties considered, this lovely example is still one of die 

finest certified of the date. 

From Stack !s sale of the Robison Collection, February 1979, Lot 433. 

Elusive 1854-C Half Eagle 

1052 1854-C Breen-6607. Weak C Mintmark. AU-55 (PCGS). Li 

trous orange-gold with a hint of olive toning. W'inter gives u| 

date a Rarity-5 rating overall, with a Rarity-7 rating in strict All 

A splendid opportunity awaits. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-63). 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 431. 

Another Pleasing 1854-C $5 

1053 1854-C Strong C Mintmark. AU-53 (PCGS). Medium gold wi 

orange-gold iridescence in the protected areas. 

Variety with strong C mintmark centered above the I and V of FIVE. A 

verse die crack runs from the rim through the C of AMERICA, and fra 

there to the lowest arrow head. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, L 

2042. 

Choice Mint State 1854-D $5 

Condition Census 

1054 1854-D Breen-6608. Strong D Mintmark. MS-63 (PCGS). Lu 

trous and satiny medium gold surfaces. Sharply struck at th 

centers, less so at the rims. A readily available date in low* 

grades, but a major rarity in Mint State. A thoroughly delightfi 

coin, a thoroughly marvelous opportunity! Every once in a whil 

a reality check is needed in the present catalogue—to apprecial 

that a number of varieties offered here in duplicate and trip! 

cates are major rarities even as a single coin. No doubt tli 
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present offering will sen e as a foundation for several important 

specialized collections that will gain fame in the years to come. 

The specialist will appreciate that the catalogue offers coins of a 

quality seldom available, sometimes not available for a period of 

decades or more. Anyone with a general interest in American 

gold coins will enjoy the opportunity to make a serious begin¬ 

ning in the popular Charlotte Mint and Dahlonega Mint series, 

as well as acquire examples of just about any other desired date 

and mintmark within the denomination. In the coming millen¬ 

nium numismatists will be very proud of the pieces that bear the 

“From the Bass Collection” pedigree. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (MS-65). 

Purchased from Joe Flynn, March 17, 1978. 

Another 1854-D Half Eagle 

155 1854-D Breen-6608. Strong D Mintmark. AU-58 (PCGS). Lus¬ 

trous honey gold surfaces. Another very pleasing example of 

this issue. 

From Paramount’s sale of March 1973, Lot 1083. 

Lustrous 1854-D Half Eagle 

)56 1854-D Breen-6608. Strong D Mintmark. AU-58 (PCGS). Warm 

honey gold with strong lustre, especially so in the protected de¬ 

sign areas. 

Strong mintmark variety, D centered over E of FIVE. 

Attractive 1854-D $5 

157 1854-D Breen-6608. Strong D Mintmark. AU-50. Deep golden 

surfaces with strong lustre present in the protected areas. A nice 

coin for the grade. 

A fine obverse die break connects the final two stars to the 4 in the date. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, April 1967. 

As a holder of the present Hass Collection catalogue, if you are not a spec ial- 

ist in the Dahlonega scries, you may wish to consult with ,4 Guide Hook of 

United States Coins and the Breen Encyclopedia to get a feeling for the overall 

series, mintages, and value levels, then use the present auction as a spring¬ 

board to building a truly memorable cabinet. 

Beyond the information offered in the present sale, we would be pleased to 

refer you to published references and other information concerning the 

Dahlonega Mint, as well as answer any questions you may have concerning 

technicalities. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 8, 1971. 

Another Nice 1854-D $5 

1059 1854-D Breen-6610. Weak D Mintmark. AU-58 (PCGS). Satiny 

honey gold surfaces display a high degree of lustre. Nicely 

struck for the date. Some light hairlines are seen in places. 

The variety with a weak D mintmark centered above the I and V of FIVE. 

.From Paramount’s sale of February 1973, Lot 1084. 

Another Lustrous 1854-D $5 

1060 1854-D Breen-6610. Weak D Mintmark. AU-55 (PCGS). Lus¬ 

trous. Deep honey gold with warm orange-gold at the rims. 

Faintly granular, reminiscent of seawater surfaces. An attractive 

specimen of the date and grade. 

The variety with a weak D mintmark centered above the I and V' of FIVE. 

Amazing 1854-0 Half Eagle 

Finest Graded by PCGS 

Delightful 1854-D Half Eagle 

058 1854-D Breen-6608. Strong D Mintmark. AU-50. Medium or¬ 

ange-gold with delightful rose iridescence on both sides. A shal¬ 

low reverse scratch runs from the eagle’s wing to the two upper¬ 

most arrow heads, and from there to the R of AMERICA. 

Forming a complete collection of Dahlonega Mini half eagles is a very realis¬ 

tic expectation. In grades such as VF and EF there are no “impossible rari¬ 

ties, although each variety can be called scarce. At the AU level, such as of¬ 

fered here, most pieces are rare, and some are especially so. 

Of all of the American mints active in the 19th century, fewer pieces were 

struck at Dahlonega than any other. Moreover, the dies often have interesting 

characteristics, evidences of wear, and other idiosyncrasies. Often the experi¬ 

enced numismatist can look at a $5 coin from the 1850s, studying the obverse 

only, and not being aware if there is a mintmark on the reverse, and deter¬ 

mine that it is a Dahlonega coin simply' because of its striking peculiarities. 

1061 1854-0 MS-63 (PCGS). A lustrous, glistening beaut) with olive 

highlights on satiny yellow gold surfaces. An incredible, almost 

unbelievable rarity in Mint State. Most likely, this coin, off the 

market for more than 30 years, is the finest known anywhere. 

Whatever the price paid, the next owner will have one of the 

greatest treasures in the numismatic corpus of existing New Or¬ 

leans half eagles. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Paramount's sale of August 1969, Lot 1933. 
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Lustrous 1854-0 Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

Uncirculated 1855 Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

1062 1854-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Warm honey gold with lively lustre 

present. A very choice example at the AU-58 level, and, as is 

seen, Condition Census thus. 

PCGS Population: 5: 4 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Another Nice 1854-0 $5 

1063 1854-0 AU-55. Medium gold with generous amounts of lustre 

and deeper golden toning highlights. Some faint hairlines show 

on the reverse, but the overall appeal is still quite high. Another 

memorable 1854-0 half eagle, one that is probably among the 

top two dozen known pieces from the standpoint of grade. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of June 1972, Lot 445. 

1064 1854-0 AU-50. Pleasing orange lustre on honey gold surfaces. 

Free of appreciable marks, and choice for the grade as such. 

Another important opportunity. 

Purchased from Roiue & Brownlee, June 25, 1968. 

1065 1854-0 AU-50. Plenty of lustre remains on honey gold surfaces. 

A final opportunity to bid on an 1854-0 half eagle at a general 

grade level seldom seen. 

Mint State 1855 Half Eagle 

An Underappreciated Date 

Condition Census 

1066 1855 Misplaced Date. MS-62 (PCGS). A satiny and lustrous 

coin with the immediate appeal of a finer grade. An 

underappreciated date, quite possibly because the mintage fig¬ 

ure of 117,098 is large. However, virtually all of the coins saw 

extensive use in circulation, and today even at the MS-60 level 

the 1855 is a rarity. The present coin is Condition Census and is 

extraordinary. 

PCGS Population: 5; 4 finer (MS-64 finest). 

On this scarce variety, the top of an errant 1 protrudes from the dentils be¬ 

low the 1 and 8 of the date. In modern nomenclature this is a misplaced date. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, December 13, 1967. 

1067 1855 MS-62 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with satiny golden surfac: 

that display a whisper of olive iridescence. Believe it or not, he 

is another Condition Census specimen! 

PCGS Population: 5; 4 finer (MS-64 finest). 

From Stack’s ANA sale, August 1976, Lot 2979. 

Impressive 1855-C Half Eagle 

None Finer Certified by PCGS 

The Garrett Collection Specimen 

A Landmark in Charlotte Coinage 

(2X photo) 

1068 1855-C MS-63 (PCGS). A lustrous medium golden specime 

with satiny devices and moderately reflective fields. A landmar 

coin, a great rarity in any degree of Mint State, never mind th 

MS-63 quality here—which is far and away finer than just aboi 

any other example in existence. The Population Report notes 

sole competitor, which, for all we know, may not have the ae 

thetic quality of the present piece. In any event, the Bass Colie* 

tion coin is incredible. 

Add to the foregoing the past citations of this piece in the li 

erature, including David Akers’ comment, “I have seen just tw 

Uncirculated pieces, the finest being the Garrett coin that sol 

in March 1976.” This particular coin—the piece in the preset 

lot—is the plate coin in the Akers book. Douglas Winter suggest 

that at all mint levels, MS-60 upward, the 1855-C is high Rarity- 

to Rarity-8, indicating that perhaps two to five coins are knowi 

The present 1855-C is a numismatic study in rarity, qualit' 

pedigree, and desirability! 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Three pairs of dies were sent to Charlotte this year, but it may be that ju 
one pair, or at least possibly just one reverse was used. 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 379. Formerly from 1 

Max Mehl’s sale of the Wilharm Collection, February 1921, Lot 30/ 
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Lustrous 1855-C $5 

69 1855-C AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold surfaces seem to 

have light seawater characteristics, possibly indicating that it was 

recovered from a long forgotten and not presently described 

shipwreck. How romantic it would be to learn the identity of the 

vessel and where she went down. Very few examples of the 

1855-C exist at the AU-55 level, and thus the present coin, while 

not the match of the preceding lot, certainly is notable in its own 

right. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, May 30, 1972. 

Another 1855-C Half Eagle 

70 1855-C AU-53 (PCGS). Warm orange-golcl with subdued lustre 

on both sides. Another high-quality 1855-C, a piece that will fit 

comfortably in the cabinet of the advanced specialist. 

From Paramount’s sale of August 1969, Lot 1937. 

71 1855-C EF-45. Honey gold with rich orange toning and some 

delightful lustre in the protected areas. Some old contact marks 

are noted on the obverse near Liberty’s chin. 

From a late reverse die state; a chunk has fallen from die die at 3:00, leaving 

a large cud that encompasses the rim in that area, as well as the tops of ME in 

AMERICA. An impressive die state, indeed. 

From N.E.R.C.A. ’s sale of the Mocatta Collection, August 1979, Lot 

545. 

Choice 1855-D Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

1072 1855-D AU-58 (PCGS). Highly lustrous. The pale honey gold 

surfaces are partially reflective in the fields. A prized rarity 

above EF; the date is typically encountered in VF. At the AU 

level, the present 1855-D ranks as among the very finest certi¬ 

fied pieces. How fortunate we are to have this coin, accompa¬ 

nied by its virtual twin in the following lot. Both are Condition 

Census. 

PCGS Population: 7; 2 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, January 26, 1973. 

Another Memorable 1855-D $5 

Condition Census 

1073 1855-D AU-58. A lustrous honey gold specimen. Typical central 

striking weakness on both sides. Seawater surfaces display a few 

light marks, particularly among the obverse stars behind 

Liberty’s hair bun. 

An obverse die crack runs from the rim at 6:00 directly upward, blushing 

the side of the first 5 in the date, and then continuing upward on Liberty’s 

portrait to a point in her hair. 

From Stack’s ANA sale, August 1976, Lot 2980. 

A Final 1855-D $5 

1074 1855-D AU-53 (PCGS). Generous amounts of lustre and pleas¬ 

ing rose iridescence grace the yellow gold surfaces. Another ex¬ 

ample of this highly prized variety one which when seen is apt to 

be in VF or EF grade, seldom ALJ. 

From the same obverse die described at Lot 1073. 

From Stack's ANA sale, August 1971, Lot 2191. 
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Impressive 1855-0 Half Eagle 

Finest Graded by PCGS 

A Landmark Rarity 

1075 1855-0 MS-61 (PCGS). Satiny and lustrous medium gold sur¬ 

faces glow with warm olive highlights. A very nice specimen, 

memorable in many different characteristics. First, the striking 

is above average for a New Orleans piece. Second—or perhaps 

this should be rated first—this is the finest coin graded by PCGS, 

with not a competitor in sight anywhere. Third, only 11,100 

pieces were struck, and surviving examples in any grade are rari¬ 

ties. When seen, the order of the day is typically Fine to Very 

Fine, punctuated by an occasional EF. 

Douglas Winter wrote in his monograph on New Orleans 

coins: “At the present time, this issue is unique in Mint State.” 

The coin being described was the Bass specimen as offered 

here, from the Miles Collection earlier. 

The reappearance of this landmark New Orleans coin in the 

numismatic marketplace—after having been hidden in a bank 

vault for precisely 31 years—is one of the most important oppor¬ 

tunities in this sale. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 437. 

This is the famous Wolfson specimen. 

Another Important 1855-0 $5 

Low-Mintage Rarity 

Condition Census 

1076 1855-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold and olive hig 

lights on satiny surfaces. In AU-55 grade the present 1855-0 ii 

mini-landmark (compared to the preceding), a piece that! 

clearly Condition Census, and which ranks as one of the vet 

finest known. In fact, at all AU levels Douglas Winter suggej 

that the total population is fewer than a dozen. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (MS-61 finest). 

There are two reverse varieties known for this date. The variety offered h« 

(the scarcer of the two) has a small hollow area at the top of the second; 

(from viewer’s left) of vertical stripes in die reverse shield; the other vari 

has normal stripes. Close examination of this specimen shows that the holll 

may simply be the result of die polishing. 

From Paramount's sale of August 1969, Lot 1939. 

Impressive 1855-S $5 

Unique High PCGS Grade 

1077 1855-S MS-62 (PCGS). Blazing lustre on satiny devices and i 

fiective fields. Sharply struck and quite attractive for the grac 

A notable rarity from the early years of operations at the S 

Francisco Mint, and considerably scarcer than its mintage 

61,000 pieces indicates. As with most early Liberty half eagles 

the era, the typical grade for this date is VF or EF, with AU ai 

higher coins being considered notable rarities. 

In Mint State, the 1855-S has made exceedingly few appe: 

ances in numismatics, as evidenced by the fact that PCGS 1 

certified millions of coins since the service was founded in 191 

and this piece is solo in terms of high grade. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, January 7, 1973. 
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Popular 1855-S Half Eagle Uncirculated 1856 $5 

'8 1855-S AU-53 (PCGS). Bright rose iridescence on lustrous or¬ 

ange-gold surfaces. A fairly scarce date in all grades, one that 

becomes a desirable rarity in AU or finer. A lovely specimen. 

Essentially mark-free to the unaided eye, and a pleasing speci¬ 

men as such. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, November 19, 1970. Formerly in 

I Glendining's sale of October 1970, Lot 962. 

Lustrous 1855-S $5 

’9 1855-S AU-50 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with a burst of rose 

at the centers. Another lovely example of an elusive date. 

From Lester Merkin's sale of September 1967, Lot 434. 

A Final 1855-S $5 

SO 1855-S AU-50 (PCGS). Medium gold with substantial rose iri¬ 

descence and moderately strong lustre. 

Purchased from the Old Coin Shop (Harlan White), April 17, 1969. 

Outstanding 1856 Half Eagle 

Among the Finest Known 

(2X photo) 

SI 1856 MS-64 (PCGS). An intense degree of lustre dances on sat¬ 

iny golden surfaces. Iridescent olive toning increases the overall 

appeal substantially. A distinct rarity in Mint State, with only a 

very few of the 197,990 specimens of the date struck able to 

claim that grade today. Especially choice for the grade, combin¬ 

ing a high numerical designation and a generous amount of aes¬ 

thetic appeal. The connoisseur will wish to bid liberally. 

Si ruck from a rotated reverse die; the alignment is about 150°, as opposed 

to the normal alignment of 180°. 

A tiny raised lump, probably I he result of die rust, is seen on Liberty s neck 

just below tier earlobe. 

From Paramount's Auction '86 sale, July 1986, Lot 1919. 

1082 1856 MS-60. Highly lustrous and choice for the assigned grade. 

Another specimen at the Mint State level, seldom seen so fine. 

From Glendining's sale of October 1970, Lot 964. 

Desirable 1856-C Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

1083 1856-C AU-58 (PCGS). Highly lustrous honey gold surfaces 

present a touch of olive iridescence in the recessed areas. Some¬ 

what prooflike in the fields. A low-mintage rarity among Char¬ 

lotte Mint half eagles; 28,457 examples of the date were coined. 

“VF or EF is just about all one can expect to find of this date,” 

wrote David .Akers, while Douglas Winter gives the date a Rarity- 

7 rating in AU. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Three pairs of dies were sent from Philadelphia to Charlotte, but no ac¬ 

counting has ever been given for more than a single die variety. 

From Paramount's Auction '85 sale, July 1985, Lot 1432. 

Underrated 1856-C Half Eagle 

1084 1856-C AU-50. Lustrous orange-gold with rose iridescence; the 

overall sharpness and appearance are of a much finer grade, but 

the surfaces are of a seawater nature—what a story this coin 

could tell if it could only speak! The 1856-C is a rarity in all 

grades. The present coin, with very attractive surfaces that re¬ 

mind one of the Matte Proofs of a later generation, will repre¬ 

sent a beautiful addition to an advanced cabinet. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, May 30, 1972. 
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$5 Outstanding 1856-0 $5 Rarity 

None Certified Finer by PCGS 

1085 1856-D MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with rose irides¬ 

cence on both sides. A touch of weakness is seen at the centers, 

with a sharp strike present in all other areas. A faint obverse ton¬ 

ing streak runs horizontally between the second and third stars. 

From a mintage for the date of 19,786 pieces, among the lowest 

Dahlonega half eagle production runs of the era. Typical ex¬ 

amples of the date are usually VF or so. The date becomes a 

notable rarity in EF or finer, with Uncirculated examples of¬ 

fered infrequently at best. The connoisseur will appreciate the 

present piece and will be present and accounted for at the sale, 

in person or by another form of bidding (of which there are 

quite a few in the present era). The beginning collector may 

wish to take a giant step forward by acquiring a landmark speci¬ 

men of this piece early in the game. Regardless, the owner will 

have a specimen with very few peers. 

A reverse die crack runs from tire rim at 9:00, through the D of UNITED, to 

a point at the upper right (viewer’s left) corner of the shield. From there the 

crack darts upward diagonally, across the eagle’s neck and the field, and from 

there through the F in OF to the rim above. 

From Stack ’s sale of the DiBelto Collection, May 1970, Lot 903 

1088 1856-0 Repunched 1 in Date. AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous yell, 

gold with a decidedly olive blush on both sides. Nicely stru 

and aesthetically appealing for the grade. The Fields are son 

what prooflike. 

The 1856-0 is a long-appreciated rarity, as only 10,000 piea 

were struck in an era in which there was no numismatic interr 

in mintmarks. At the AU level the issue is so rare that it is 1 

lieved that fewer than a dozen coins are known. The presa 

grade, AU-58, represents the very highest level ever certified 

PCGS. 

For the connoisseur this represents an exceedingly importa 

opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

The base of the 1 in the date is boldly repunched. Another obverse dis 

known for the date, without repunching at the 1. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 906. 

Another Rare 1856-0 Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

Another Important 1856-D $5 

1086 1856-D AU-55. Deep orange-gold seawater surfaces display 

warm areas of rose iridescence. Impressive despite the faintly 

granular nature of the surfaces. Another highly important coin, 

a variety that is usually seen one at a time, but of which our 

present sale offers three! 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, May 30, 1972. 

A Final Notable 1856-D $5 

1087 1856-D AU-50 (PCGS). Lustrous yellow gold with a touch of 

rose in the recessed areas. A final specimen of this highly prized 

key issue. 

Two reverse die cracks are present. The first runs horizontally from the rim 

at 9:00, across die D of UNITED, and then across the eagle’s wing to the up¬ 

per corner of the shield. The second crack runs diagonally from the rim at 

1:00, across the F in OF, then into (he field where it parallels file eagle’s wing 

before joining the eagle’s neck feathers. The two cracks may actually meet, 

but the striking weakness in the neck area (typical of all authentic pieces) pre¬ 

cludes any satisfactory proof to that effect. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, November 15, 1968. 

1089 1856-0 AU-50. Medium gold with deep orange-gold in the i 

cessed areas. Some faint scratches can be seen around the 1« 

two obverse stars, no doubt the result of an attempt to remo 

some patina in that area. From a numerical grade this piece 

quite possibly in the Condition Census, but in any event is o: 

of the finer pieces to come on the market in recent years. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, L 

2086. 

1090 1856-S AU-55. Satiny orange-gold surfaces present a minutt 

granular seawater appearance. Sharply struck. A very importa 

issue, one for which relatively few pieces at the AU level ha 

appeared in auctions over the years. 

From Abe Kosoff s C.S.N.A. sale, October 1968, Lot 877. 

280 BOWERS AND MERE 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

91 1856-S AU-55. Lustrous honey gold, nearly butterscotch in ap¬ 

pearance. Nicely struck and attractive for the grade. Another 

scarce coin from the standpoint of auction citations. 

Purchased from Fred Sweeney, August 25, 1973. 

92 1856-S Breen-6628. Repunched 185. AU-53 (PCGS). Satiny 

honey gold surfaces display a touch of rose and olive. 

The first three date numerals on this variety are repunched. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, June 25, 1968. 

93 1856-S AU-50. Generous amounts of orange lustre on honey 

gold surfaces. 
From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 443. 

Choice Mint State 1857 $5 

Condition Census 

i94 1857 Repunched 185 in Date. MS-63 (PCGS). A satiny honey 

gold specimen with attractive olive iridescence present. Nicely 

struck, and with an absolute minimum of contact marks for the 

grade. A Philadelphia Mint rarity in Uncirculated; indeed, the 

date is considerably rarer in AU or finer than its mintage of 

98,188 business strikes indicates. 

PCGS Population: 11; 1 finer (MS-64) 

Repunching is noted on the 185 of the date on this specimen, a variety 

called “rare” by Breen in his Encyclopedia. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 908. 

Uncirculated 1857 Half Eagle 

1095 1857 MS-62. Plenty of lustre present on satiny golden surfaces. 

Struck from lightly clashed dies. A choice coin for the grade. 

Rare this nice. 
From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

1989. 

Important 1857-C Half Eagle 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

1096 1857-C MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with a whisper of 

olive iridescence. Sharply struck in the design areas, although 

some weakness is noted in the dentils, typical for genuine speci¬ 

mens of the date and mint. 
The 1857-C is a notable rarity in all grades, and even an AU 

coin (see following lot) will make the advanced collector stand 

up and salute. Regarding Mint State, the present piece is a land¬ 

mark rarity. None finer has ever been graded by the highly es¬ 

teemed PCGS service. Specialists will want to bid liberally! 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Only a single die variety for this date has ever been noted in the literature. 

Purchased from Mid American, August 30, 1991. 

Lovely 1857-C $5 Rarity 

Among Finest Seen 

1097 1857-C AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold surfaces. Nicely 

struck. This lovely specimen is among the finest 1857-C half 

eagles ever to come under our discerning observation. The spe¬ 

cialist who misses or who cannot afford Lot 1096 will do very 

well to “place” with the present Lot 1097. By any evaluation it is 

among the finest of its kind. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 277. 
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Superb 1857-D Half Eagle 

Solo Peak Grade PCGS Coin 

Another Landmark! 

(2X photo) 

1098 1857-D MS-63 (PCGS). A satiny and lustrous beauty. Pale rose 

iridescence graces the orange-gold surfaces. 

A superb Mint State survivor from a small mintage of only 

17,046 pieces. When seen the 1857-D is usually VF, sometimes 

EF, but seldom even AU. At the present level we have the finest 

coin graded by PCGS, and the only coin graded at that level. 

Again, here is an opportunity that may not be repeated for a 

long time, if ever. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from Rowe & Broiunlee, April 20, 1970. 

Important 1857-D Half Eagle 

1099 1857-D AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with some rose iri¬ 

descence in the recessed areas. Nicely struck for the date. An 

important opportunity; a splendid 1857-D at a grade level which 

is seldom seen. A piece that will grace the cabinet of the con¬ 

noisseur and specialist. 

From Paramount’s sale of August 1969, Lot 1948. 

Seldom-Offered 1857-0 $5 

A Low-Mintage Rarity 

Condition Census 

1100 1857-0 AU-53 (PCGS). Glittering yellow gold surfaces. Nice 

struck for the date. From a small mintage for the date of 13,01 

pieces, with most surviving specimens of the date in VF or H 

Douglas Winter called the date mid to high Rarity-7 in AU, in( 

eating that perhaps four to six pieces are known. The 1857-0 

further important as the last New Orleans Mint coin of this c< 

nomination until many years later in 1892. 

From Abner Kreisberg’s sale of September 1967, Lot 1752. 

Mint State 1857-S Half Eagle 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

1101 1857-S Breen-6632. Large S Mintmark. MS-62 (PCGS). Lu 

trous honey gold with warm orange-gold highlights. A whisp< 

of olive iridescence graces the date area. Sharply struck. An e 

ticing beauty that gives the overall appearance of a finer grade, 

coin that stands up well to careful scrutiny. 

This is the finest coin graded by PCGS, with no other in sigh 

We are aware of the treasure trove of 1857-S gold coins, most 

$20 pieces, but including a few other coins as well, recovere 

from the S.S. Central America sunk on September 12, 1857. V 

raise the possibility that additional choice half eagles may coir 

to light, but no doubt anyone reading the present catalogue 

already aware of this—for much publicity has been given to th 

treasure in the decade since it was first brought to the surfac 

through the remarkable efforts of the Columbus-America Di 

covery Group. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 444. Obtained from ll 

Northern California Estate many years ago. 

1102 1857-S Breen-6632. Large S Mintmark. AU-55 (PCGS). Lu 

trous golden orange surfaces with vivid rose iridescence in th 

protected areas. Sharply struck. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

1103 1857-S AU-55 (PCGS). A high degree of lustre graces the satin 

golden surfaces. 

From Stack's sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 912. 
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Choice Mint State 1858 Half Eagle 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

)4 1858 MS-64 (PCGS). A brilliant and lustrous beauty with just a 

hint of olive toning. Decidedly choice for the grade. 

The 1858 inaugurates a long run of rarities from the Philadel¬ 

phia Mint. Only 15,136 examples were struck. Typically encoun¬ 

tered in VF or EF, the 1858 emerges as quite scarce in AU and a 

prime rarity in Mint State. Regarding MS-64, the coin can be 

called incredible. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

From Paramount’s Auction T9 sale, July 1979, Lot 310. 

35 1858 AU-58. Dusky golden orange toning on satiny devices and 

slightly reflective fields. Traces of faint brushing seen on both 

sides. Still a notable rarity. 

From Stack’s sale ojDecember 1970, Lot 204. 

Desirable Mint State 1858-C $5 

High Condition Census 

06 1858-C MS-62 (PCGS). Satiny honey gold surfaces display 

strong lustre and tremendous eye appeal. A whisper of olive iii- 

descence adds greatly to the overall aesthetic quality. Sharply 

struck, a characteristic that is seldom applied to any Charlotte 

Mint half eagle. “I have personally seen only two or three that 1 

would grade Uncirculated, wrote David Akers; Douglas \\ inter 

gave this date a Rarity-8 rating in Uncirculated. Choice for the 

assigned grade, a remarkable coin which has few equals in nu¬ 

mismatics. 
PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (MS-63). We don’t know, but it could be that 

the presently offered MS-62 is the aesthetic equal of the competing MS-63. 

Certainly, our “sharply struck" description is worth a point or two! Seriously! 

Ibis variety has the C mintmark centered above the viewer’s right upright 

of the V in FIVE. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. sale, October 1968, Lot 878. 

Elusive 1858-C Half Eagle 

1107 1858-C AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous golden orange surfaces. A 

high-grade example of an issue which is typically seen at the VF 

or EF level. 

This variety has the C mintmark centered above the space between the V 

and E in FIVE, but positioned chiefly over the upright of the E. This is the 

rarer of the two known mintmark placements for this date. 

Some faint, spidery die cracks are seen among the reverse legend. 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 21, 1969. 

Incredible 1858-D Half Eagle 

Sharply Struck 

A Dahlonega Landmark 

(2X photo) 

1108 1858-D Breen-6636. Large D Mintmark. MS-62 (PCGS). Frosty 

orange-gold surfaces display a high degree of mint brilliance 

and strong yellow iridescence. Sharply struck in all areas, an ex¬ 

traordinary departure from the weakness of strike (his date typi¬ 

cally presents. From the scant mintage of 15,362 pieces, few 

specimens can be found today in any grade above EF. The 

present Mint State, with a high grade number plus the exceed¬ 

ingly important (shall we say it’s worth two or three points?) as¬ 

pect of sharp strike and aesthetic appeal combine to create a 

landmark. 

PCGS Population: 2: 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 283. 
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Lustrous 1858-D Half Eagle 

1109 1858-D Breen-6636. Large D Mintmark. AU-50. Lustrous yel¬ 

low gold with rich orange toning highlights in the recessed ar¬ 

eas. Some lightness of strike noted at the centers, par for just 

about every specimen of this date (Lot 1108 being an anomaly). 

A very beautiful specimen overall, one that will delight the con¬ 

noisseur and specialist. 

A reverse die crack extends from the lower half of the eagle’s beak to the 

wing immediately below. A second crack unites the bottoms of the E and D of 

the denomination, extending to the period after the D. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1970, Lot 206. 

Impressive 1858-S Half Eagle 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

1110 1858-S AU-58 (PCGS). Satiny honey gold surfaces display attrac¬ 

tive mint lustre. A rare date in all grades; only 18,600 pieces 

were produced, and very few of the surviving examples from 

that mintage can be found above EF. In fact, even the offer of an 

attractive EF specimen of the date would be cause for some cel¬ 

ebration. The present candidate is certainly the finest known 

with regard to the PCGS certification and may be the absolute 

finest known in the entire universe of numismatics. It is impor¬ 

tant to realize that such pieces have never been connected with 

any treasure, and thus such recovered wrecks as the .S'.,S'. Central 

America (which sunk the year before, in 1857), and the S.S. 

Brother Jonathan (which sunk years later in 1864, and included 

no example of this issue) are not a factor. The survival of the 

present piece is a matter of rare chance. It could be that decades 

will pass before a comparable offering. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

David Akers spoke highly of this rarity in 1979, when he penned the follow¬ 

ing: “Beginning with 1858 and extending to 1876, the San Francisco Mint half 

eagles are, without exception, extremely rare better than EF, and some are 

actually unknown (to me at least) above that grade.” 

In further admiration of the rarity of this particular issue, 1858-S in high 

grades, David Akers further noted: “I have personally never seen better than 

EF and no more than a few even at that level.” Although 20 years have elapsed 

since this comment appeared in print, and there have been many adjustments 

and new findings, the Akers narrative can stand as is—no modification 

needed. 

Purchased from Roiue & Brownlee, June 17, 1968. 

Incredible Mint State 1859 $5 

Only Specimen Certified by PCGS 

1111 1859 MS-62 (PCGS). Strong cartwheel lustre and attractive ol 

highlights on satiny surfaces. This is the only specimen certifi 

at any Mint State level by PCGS—a coin that has no competitii 

at the MS-62 level or, for that matter, MS-61 or MS-60 eith 

Moreover, not only is it MS-62 from a numerical viewpoint, l) 

it also has incredible aesthetic value—a coin of very high quali 

The 1859 half eagle continues the line-up of rarities from t 

Philadelphia Mint. Only 16,814 business strikes were made,, 

which just about every piece became well circulated. T 

present specimen last appeared on the market 31 years ago. P 

haps during the next 30 to 31 years another piece will come- 

market, or perhaps one will not. In any event, the connoisse 

and specialist will want to bid as liberally as possible to acquin 

piece which may not be available again in his or her lifetime. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from Don Devore, August 21, 1968. 

Popular 1859-C Half Eagle 

1112 1859-C AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces exhibit det 

rose iridescence in most areas. A few stray marks are preset 

The reverse strike is typically soft in most places for this dat 

and high-grade specimens are mainly judged by the overall qu; 

ity of the obverse. From a mintage for the date of 31,847 piece 

Most of the surv ivors from that mintage are VF or, at best, E 

Douglas Winter calls the date Rarity-7 in AU preservation, int 

eating that fewer than a dozen are known. The present coin \v 

attract wide attention. 

The reverse of virtually every known 1859-C half eagle is struck weak 

Many of the known impressions from the die also show evidence of die ru 

This same reverse die was used in Charlotte in the following year. 1860, wi 

the same comments regarding the reverse die being appropriate for h: 

eagles of that date as well. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1970, Lot 208. 

Another Remarkable 1859-C $5 

1113 1859-C AU-50 (PCGS). Medium golden surfaces with lustre i 
the recessed areas. Another remarkable piece, a Charlotte Mil 

coin that is rarely seen at the AU level. 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 26, 1967. 
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Mint State 1859-D Half Eagle Lovely 1859-D Half Eagle 

Condition Census Rarity 

Low-Mintage Issue 

14 1859-D Small D Mintmark. MS-61 (PCGS). Intense lustre and 

brilliance grace satiny orange-gold surfaces. Nicely struck in all 

areas, not fully so, (nor are any contemporaries of this coin), but 

so close that the specialist will rejoice and realize that this piece 

is very special. 

Only 10,366 half eagles of the date were produced in Dahlo- 

nega, reaching a low point exceeded only by the 1861-D. Few 

numismatists will ever have a chance to compete for a Mint 

State specimen of this rarity. 

PCGS Population: 4: 4 finer (MS-64 finest). 

The small D mintmark is centered chiefly above the upright of the E in 

FIVE. 

Another Notable 1859-D $5 Rarity 

15 1859-D Small D Mintmark. AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous golden or¬ 

ange with deep rose iridescence present. Nicely struck, and no¬ 

table as such. Quite rare, and at the AU level seldom seen. A 

very7 high quality piece. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 28, 1967. 

A Final 1859-D $5 Rarity 

16 1859-D Small D Mintmark. AU-50. Lustrous golden orange 

with deep rose iridescence in the protected areas. Devoid of sig¬ 

nificant marks and choice for the grade. Gaston DiBcllo was an 

early player in the gold coin game, and using profits he made in 

the heady market after World War II acquired many notable 

rarities, especially in the field of gold issues. No doubt the 

present 1859-D represents the very finest he was able to obtain 

in many years of searching. 
From Stack's sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 918. 

The Eliasberg Specimen 

1117 1859-D Large D Mintmark. AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous yellow 

gold with a touch of rose. How incredible it is to have a virtual 

line-up of AU 1859-D half eagles, when even a single piece 

would be an unusual opportunity! The Eliasberg pedigree at¬ 

tached to this coin gives it an extra romance and desirability. 

The large D mintmark is centered above the space between the V and E of FIVE. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, October 1982, 

Lot 494. Earlier from the Clapp Collection, 1942, and still earlier from 

J.C. Mitchelson, 1905. Mitchelson, who was in the tobacco business in 

Connecticut, traveled widely and, as noted elsewhere in the present cata¬ 

logue, was a vest pocket coin dealer. The planned sylloge of the Bass Col¬ 

lection will have biographies on Mitchelson and the dozens of other 

names involved in pedigrees of these and related coins. 

Incredible 1859-S $5 Rarity 

Solo PCGS Mint State Coin! 

Far the Finest Known 

(2X photo) 

1118 1859-S MS-62 (PCGS). A superb specimen, within the context 

of the assigned grade, with intense cartwheel lustre on satiny 

medium gold surfaces. Far and away the finest graded by PCGS, 

with no other contender in sight. Intense cartwheel lustre on 

satiny medium gold surfaces gives this piece an important aes¬ 

thetic value in addition to the already important number. More¬ 

over, the piece is sharply struck. 

Only 13,220 half eagles were struck of the 1859 issues, and virtu¬ 

ally all became well worn. David Akers, who did much research 

on the series, never saw a coin better than Extremely Fine, and only 

two or three Extremely Fine pieces were seen (which is an impor¬ 

tant consideration for our offering of the next lot). The present 

coin will be a great treasure in the collection of its next owner. 

PCGS Population: 1: none finer. 

From Stack's sale of the Milas Collection. Max 199 s), Lot 5/7. 
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Incredible 1859-S $5 

A Rarity in AU Grade 

Condition Census 

1119 1859-S AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous medium gold with plenty of 

mint brilliance in the recessed areas. The David Akers com¬ 

ments quoted under Lot 1118 should be reread in the present 

context. Whether there are a handful of other ALI-53 pieces 

known is a matter of conjecture, due to resubmission. By all 

evaluations, the rarity of the present issue is unquestioned. 

PCGS Population: 2; 4 finer (MS-62 finest). 

From Rarcoa’s sale of May 1969, Lot 213. 

Landmark 1860 Mint State $5 

Finest and Only Certified by PCGS 

Philadelphia Mint Rarity 

(2X photo) 

1120 1860 MS-64 (PCGS). A satiny and lustrous half eagle with su¬ 

perb eye appeal and grand physical presence. Sharply struck. 

The finest and only piece graded at the MS-64 level by PCGS. 

Another landmark, the desirability of which is enhanced by the 

low mintage of 19,763 pieces. Most survivors are VF or EF. 

What few numismatists who desired to collect $5 pieces by date 

in 1860 opted to acquire Proofs. So far as we know, not a single 

business strike was deliberately set aside. 

The grading number, the aesthetic quality, and the rarity of 

this piece come together to create a landmark. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Glendining’s sale of October 1970, Lot 968. 

1121 1860 AU-58. A lustrous golden specimen of this rare Philadel¬ 

phia issue. Pleasing for the grade. Very rare so fine, for reasons 

indicated under the preceding lot. 

Glittering 1860-C Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

1122 1860-C Breen-6645. Doubled Date. AU-58 (PCGS). A glitteri\ 

honey gold specimen with strong lustre on both sides. A port 

lar and desirable rarity from the waning years of Charlotte Mi 

coinage production. Just 14,813 half eagles of the date wa 

struck, with high-grade survivors from that mintage offered ori 

intermittently at best. VF or EF is typical for the date, with M 

and finer examples of the date considered very rare. 

PCGS Population: 7; 5 finer (MS-61 finest). 

The date on this rare variety was first punched slightly to the left of its fii 
position, then repunched. Both Breen and Winter mentioned the variety! 

their respective books, both also mentioning the rarity of the variety. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 290. 

Another Important 1860-C $5 

Condition Census 

1123 1860-C AU-58 (PCGS). A lustrous golden orange specimen wi 

somewhat reflective fields. .Another lovely example of this lo 

mintage date, a coin which is seldom seen at this grade levt 

Condition Census. 

PCGS Population: 7; 5 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, November 1, 1968. 

A Final 1860-C $5 Rarity 

1124 1860-C Net AU-50; sharpness of AU-58 or so, but brushed lor 

ago, most obviously on the obverse. Still highly important; 

one of the most sought after rarities among Charlotte Mint coi 

age. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, October 30, 1972. 
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Impressive 1860-D Half Eagle 

Lustrous Mint State 

The Norweb Specimen 

Condition Census 

18(50 

(2X photo) 

25 1860-D MS-62 (PCGS). Highly lustrous orange-gold surfaces. 

Well struck for the date, sharp in most places, and, as such, a 

pleasing departure from the norm for the date. From our sale of 

the Norweb Collection, one of the highlights in that marvelous 

cabinet. 
The mintage of the 1860-D amounted to 14,635 pieces, of 

which relatively few survive in any grade. The present piece is 

one of a handful of coins that have been graded Mint State by 

PCGS. This particularly nice specimen has been housed in some 

of the most famous cabinets in numismatic history, including 

those of King Farouk of Egypt, the Norweb family, and Harry 

W. Bass, Jr.; what better pedigree could be attached to this rar¬ 

ity? Perhaps your name will soon be added to this illustrious list. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (MS-64). 

From our sale of the Nonueb Collection, Part I, October 1987, Lot 

864; ex King Farouk sale, 1954, Lot 254. 

Outstanding 1860-D Half Eagle 

1126 1860-D AU-58 (PCGS). A highly lustrous specimen with out¬ 

standing aesthetic appeal. Another truly notable specimen of 

this highly prized Dahlonega issue. 

From Stack's sale of the Forrest Collection, September 1972, Lot 275. 

Lustrous 1860-D Half Eagle 

1127 1860-D AU-55 (PCGS). Strong lustre present on yellow gold sur¬ 

faces. Yet another memorable 1860-D rarity. 

Purchased from Paramount, February 15, 1968. 

1128 1860-D VF-35. A well-worn but still reasonably attractive ex¬ 

ample of this scarce date. A faint obverse scratch connects the 

third star to Liberty’s nose. A final specimen. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2073. 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Incredible 1860-S $5 Rarity 

Only Mint State PCGS Coin 

A San Francisco Landmark 

1129 1860-S MS-62 (PCGS). A frosty orange-gold specimen. A fantas¬ 

tic coin, the only Mint State specimen at any level graded by 

PCGS. 

The mintage of the 1860-S was just 21,200 pieces. These were 

effectively used in circulation, with the result that today the typi¬ 

cal example is apt to be VF. Walter Breen noted that the 1860-S 

is “Extremely rare EF, unobtainable above,” perhaps echoing 

David Akers’ comment, “A very rare coin in any condition and, 

to the best of my knowledge, unknown in full Mint State.” 

To complete our description, we note that NGC has not laid 

eyes on a Mint State specimen at any level. Here, indeed, is an 

incredible opportunity—a legendary rarity that will be a high¬ 

light in the cabinet of its next owner. This is the only example of 

the date certified in any Mint State grade by PCGS; for the 

record, no Mint State examples of the date have been certified 

by NGC. Here, then, is one of the finest opportunities in the 

present offering of half eagles, an opportunity that has not been 

offered since 1982. Who knows, it could be another 27 years 

before the numismatic community has an opportunity to bid for 

this treasure once again. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg Sr. Collection, October 1982, 

Lot 499. From the Clapp Collection 1942; earlier from a Chapman 

Sale, 1908. 

Another Impressive 1860-S Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

1130 1860-S AU-50 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces with hintsi 

rose and violet in the recessed areas. A marvelous 1860-S, one< 

the finest known. While the preceding lot is indeed finer a 

one of a kind, the present coin stands high and proud as an i 

portant Condition Census piece. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (MS-62 finest). 

From Paramount's sale of August 1969, Lot 1961. 

Another 1860-S Half Eagle 

1131 1860-S AU-50 (PCGS). Strong lustre on honey gold surfac 

Very faint seawater porosity7 noted. Very rare at this grade lev 

as we mentioned under our description for Lot 1129. 

From Paramount's sale of Febmary 1971, Lot 1047. 

Elusive 1860-S Half Eagle 

1132 1860-S EF-45. A moderate amount of lustre graces honey gc 

surfaces. Some faint marks are present, none of which a 

overly noticeable. A final specimen, also in a grade that is ran 

seen. 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 21, 1968. 
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Choice Mint State 1861 Half Eagle 

33 1861 MS-64 (PCGS). A highly lustrous and satiny specimen, eas¬ 

ily a gem within the context of the assigned grade. Among Phila¬ 

delphia Mint coins of this era, the 1861 is the only year that 

comes on the market with some degree of regularity. Thus, this 

is an ideal candidate for a high-grade type set to illustrate the 

1839-1866 without-motto style. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, August 8, 1972. 

Another Mint State 1861 $5 

34 1861 MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold surfaces. 

Struck from a clashed obverse die, with traces of the reverse olive branch 

and leaves present around Miss Liberty’s eye. In addition, there are some 

small raised lumps among the vertical stripes of the reverse shield, probably 

the result of die rust in that area. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, August 15, 1971. 

.35 1861 AU-58 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with strong overall appeal 

for the grade. Nicely struck. 

A faint reverse die crack unites the bottoms of STATES OF. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, August 8, 1972. 

Desirable 1861-C Half Eagle 

Final Charlotte Mint Issue 

Condition Census 

136 1861-C AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with deeper or¬ 

ange highlights. Nicely struck for the date, with nearly full de¬ 

tails in all areas. A popular low-mintage rarity, one of only 6,879 

examples of the date struck during the final year of Charlotte 

Mint operations, the closing of the mint being precipitated by 

the advent of the Civil War, and the seizure of the Charlotte fa¬ 

cility by Confederate troops five days later, on April 20, 1861. 

For the 1861-C VF to EF is typical, with AU or finer pieces be¬ 

ing quite rare. The present coin represents a highly important 

opportunity. We recall a number of years ago-it must have 

been in the 1980s—Coin World was preparing a feature article on 

the Charlotte Mint and desired an illustration of the 1861-C. 

They looked high and low and could not find one in their ar¬ 

chives. They consulted us, and we were able to help-hut it was 

not an easy task. 

PCGS Population: 8; 5 finer (MS-61 finest). 

In his Encyclopedia. Breen gives a mintage figure of 5,992 examples of the 

date as the “Union issue,” or those coins struck while the mint at Ch.ulotn 

was still in the hands of U.S. Mint employees. He lists an additional HK/ ex¬ 

amples of the date as having been coined after the takeover <>1 the mint by 

Confederate troops in April 1861. The specimen offered here exhibits heavy 

diagonal die file marks above R1C in AMERICA, as well as a fine die crack that 

descends from die rim above the M, and then connects the tops of MER: a 

small spur of that crack doubles back from the M and connects to the first A. 

This is not quite the die state called "CSA issue” by Breen. In that state, there 

is visible rust pitting around AMERI, as well as a more pronounced state ol 

the previously mentioned die crack. 

From Paramount's sale of February 1971, Lot 1557. 

Uncirculated 1861-D Half Eagle 

The Norweb Specimen 

Condition Census Rarity 

1137 1861-D MS-61 (PCGS). A satiny and lustrous honey gold speci¬ 

men. A coin with a high aesthetic appeal, one of the nicest we 

have ever seen. Above average in strike. 

This is one of only 1,597 examples of the date struck under the 

auspices of the U.S. Mint at Dahlonega, with an unknown quan¬ 

tity—perhaps up to 1,000 pieces, or slightly more—believed to 

have been struck by the mint while in the hands of the Confed¬ 

erates. The 1861-D is a greatly prized rarity in all grades, a date 

that is numismatically and historically important, and always de¬ 

sirable as the capstone to a major collection. This specimen is 

certainly among the finest that present participants in the bass 

Collection will ever see in the auction forum. 1 he importance 

and desirability cannot be over emphasized. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

As noted in our sale of the Norweb Collection, “There is no way that the 

Confederate coins can be told from the Union ones, but the possibility is 

haunting, and thus all 1861-D half eagles have a connection proximate or ac¬ 

tual with the Confederate States of America.” 

From our sale of the Norweb Collection, October 198/. Lot 868; ex 

KingFarouk Palace Collection, 1954, Lot 2s4. 
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Choice AU 1861-S $5 Rarity 

Tied for PCGS Finest Certified 

1138 1861-S AU-53 (PCGS). Medium gold with a splash of lustre here 

and there. A greatly underrated rarity from our westernmost 

mint, one of just 12,000 examples of the date struck. David 

Akers noted: “Most known specimens (there aren’t really very 

many) are only Fine or VF.” He further wrote that the date is 

“Grossly underrated and underpriced for its rarity.” These com¬ 

ments still ring true today; the finest examples of the date certi¬ 

fied by PCGS are only graded AU-53! Here is your chance to 

capture one of the finest known specimens of this rare date, a 

coin that will set your half eagle collection apart from most oth¬ 

ers currently being formed. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

From Superior's sale of February 1973, Lot 460. 

Another Rare 1861-S Half Eagle 

1139 1861-S EF-40. Generous amounts of lustre present on medium 

gold surfaces. Some faint obverse pitting and light brush marks 

are present. A notable specimen, very rare and desirable. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 464. 

Impressive 1862 Half Eagle 

A Low-Mintage Rarity 

Stand-AJone PCGS Coin 

(2X photo) 

1140 1862 MS-61 (PCGS). Satiny honey gold surfaces with lively cai 

wheel lustre and attractive iridescent rose highlights. Sharp 

struck. A well-known rarity from the Philadelphia Mint: on 

4,430 business strikes of the date were produced. Typically see 

in VF or EF, that statement being nearly a litany where Liber 

half eagles of the era are concerned. Even an AU specima 

would be a cause for numismatic celebration. The present Mit 

State coin is the only one certified at any Mint State level b 

PCGS. Thus, this present coin is much rarer than a Proof of th 

date. 

Another opportunity of opportunities for the discriminate 
buyer. 

PCGS Population: 1: none finer. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, June 6, 1969. 
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Incredible 1862-S Half Eagle 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

(2.X photo) 

41 1862-S AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with some deeper 

orange gold in the recessed areas. Nicely struck in nearly all ar¬ 

eas. This is the finest survivor we have seen from the small mint¬ 

age of just 9,500 pieces. 
In 1988, Walter Breen in his Encyclopedia stated, “Prohibitively 

rare above VF, unknown above EF’ in regard to this date. David 

Akers called this date: “One of the really great rarities of the half 

eagle series,” remarking that he had never seen an example of 

the date that was “full EF.” Of course, the comments by Akers 

were made 20 years ago, but surprisingly little has actually 

changed since then regarding this date. It is still a great rarity in 

EF or higher, and the piece offered here perhaps being the fin¬ 

est known and unique at the AU-55 level. By any evaluation, 

unique or close to it, the coin is a landmark rarity. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of the Milas Collection, May 1995, Lot 527. 

Impressive 1863 $5 Rarity 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

1143 1863 AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with considerable 

prooflike quality on both sides. Sharply struck from lightly 

clashed dies. Another great rarity from the Philadelphia Mint. 

Only 2,442 were struck, creating an issue that is a landmark in 

any and all grades. Most of the few survivors are VF or EF. 

The present coin, tied for the finest graded by PCGS, repre¬ 

sents an extraordinary opportunity for the advanced specialist. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, June 1975; ex Pine Tree Rare 

Coin Auctions’ sale of June 1975, Lot 459. 

Lustrous Prooflike 1863 $5 

Low-Mintage Rarity 

Condition Census 

1144 1863 AU-55 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with reflective orange-gold 

fields and lightly frosted devices. Deep rose iridescence glows in 

the protected areas. Another coin. Condition Census, and ex¬ 

ceedingly desirable as such. It may be a long time until a compa¬ 

rable opportunity occurs. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (AU-58 finest). 

From Stack’s sale of December 1970, Lot 217; earlier from the Lusk 

and Leonard Collection, Lot 408. 

Important 1862-S Half Eagle 

A Low-Mintage Rarity 

Condition Census 

142 1862-S EF-45 (PCGS). Deep orange and rose iridescence on lus¬ 

trous surfaces. Another opportunity to compete lot a nice ex¬ 

ample of the 1862-S, a coin which at this grade is Condition 

Census. 

PCGS Population: 5; 6 finer (AU-55 finest). 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 28, 1967. 

Impressive 1863-S $5 Rarity 

High Condition Census 

1145 1863-S AU-55 (PCGS). Highly lustrous medium gold surfaces 

with brilliant orange highlights. Even rarer than its mintage of 

17,000 pieces suggests. Fine to VF is about all that can be rea¬ 

sonably expected when this date is acquired. 1 lowever, the Bass 

Collection has many exceptions, and this is one. It may be a long 

time until a comparable specimen crosses the auction block. 

PCGS Population: 2: 1 finer (MS-61). 

From Paramount’s sale of Auction 85, July 198 5, Lot 1434. 
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Rare 1863-S Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

Marvelous 1864 Half Eagle Rarity 

Solo Mint State PCGS Coin 

1146 1863-S AU-50 (PCGS). Glittering orange-gold surfaces display 

plenty of frosty lustre and eye appeal. Another notable speci¬ 

men, Condition Census and highly important as such. 

PCGS Population: 2; 4 finer (MS-61 finest). 

From Superior's sale of February 1973, Lot 464. 

A Final 1863-S $5 

Condition Census 

1147 1863-S EF-45 (PCGS). Highly lustrous. A final example of the 

1863rS rarity. This piece is also Condition Census, although 

some surface marks remove it from the elegant category of the 

three preceding listings. 

PCGS Population: 7; 5 finer (MS-61 finest). 

From Paramount’s sale of August 1969, Lot 1968. 

1148 1864 MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces with some pro 

like reflectivity in the fields. A hint of olive iridescence adds* 

the overall appeal. The only coin graded at any Mint State ler 

by PCGS, a remarkable statement considering that millions i 

coins have passed under the watchful eyes of the graders theu 

In 1864, only 4,170 business strikes were made. It is likely th 

these were sold at a profit (in terms of greenback notes) for usei 

the export trade, where they became melted or worn. An intere 

ing situation will be described in detail in Dave Bowers’s fon 

coming book, Edmund Roberts and the Famous Silver Dollars Da, 

1804, which reveals that in the 1860s when gold coins were n 

circulating at all in the Eastern and Midwestern United Stafi 

they were a glut in commerce in the far-off remote island of Zarr 

bar, off the east coast of .Africa. This new book, which should 

on the “must have” list of every serious numismatist, brings 

print much hitherto unpublished numismatic and financial inft 

mation regarding silver and gold coins of die 19th century. 

Today the 1864 half eagle is seldom seen in any grades. T] 

present piece can be considered as the highest order of rari 

As such it is one of the most important opportunities in tl 

present offering. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from Stack's, February 26, 1971. 

Another Notable 1864 $5 

1149 1864 AU-55. Medium honey gold with nice lustre and a decei 

strike. A few faint marks are seen, most prominent being a sh; 

low scratch on Liberty’s cheek. At the AU-55 level this is one' 

the finest ever to be sold at auction. 

From Abe Kosoff s ANA sale, August 1968, Lot 980. 
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Believed Unique Mint State 1864-S $5 

Superb Gem Uncirculated 

The Norweb Specimen 

A Bass Collection Landmark! 

Only Mint State PCGS Coin 

50 1864-S MS-65 (PCGS). Warm orange-gold with attractive rose 

highlights. A satiny and lustrous gem, literally of the highest 

quality. 
This is one of the most important, one of the most famous 

pieces in the Bass Collection. At our offering of the Norweb 

Collection over a decade ago, the piece caused a sensation and 

was widely discussed in the press and elsewhere. Never before 

had such a beautiful piece come to market. Today, in 1999, 

PCGS has not certified any other example of this date in a grade 

above AU-50! 
We expect that when this coin is sold, all records will be bro¬ 

ken, and that the new owner of this coin will be as proud of it as 

Harrv Bass was during his lifetime. So far as we know, it has no 

counterpart anywhere in numismatics. It is easy to envision that 

this coin will be the highlight, the centerpiece of even the most 

advanced collection of 19th-century American gold coins! 

Nicely struck, with just a touch of weakness here and there, 

typical for the date. From a scant mintage of 3,888 examples of 

the date, and seldom encountered in any grade. When found 

at all. Fine to VF is standard; higher than VF is chiefly a case of 

wishful thinking. Called “One of the real rarities of this series" 

by David Akers. This is the Melish specimen, mentioned by 

Akers as the only example of the date above EF to ever appear 

at auction. Price guides can be tossed to the wind when this 

coin crosses the auction block, as it is entirely conceivable that 

this half eagle rarity will have written its way into the auction 

record books when the bidding activity closes on this lot. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From our sale of the Nonueb Collection, Bari /, October 1987, Lot 

875; ex Abe Kosoffs sale of the Melish Collection, 7956, Lot 2122. 
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Rare 1864-S Half Eagle 
Back to Reality 

Condition Census 

1151 1864-S EF-40 (PCGS). Warm orange-gold surfaces display gen¬ 

erous amounts of lustre for the assigned grade. A second ex¬ 

ample of this rarity, a more realistic grade, but itself a highly 

important rarity at this level. Only one person in the entire 

world can own a gem 1864-S, the piece offered in the previous 

lot, and not more than a handful of specialists can ever aspire to 

own a piece in a high grade such as EF or AU. Thus, the present 

opportunity must be carefully considered. 

PCGS Population: 4; 3 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Purchased from Steve Ivy, April 24, 1974. 

Low-Mintage 1865 $5 Rarity 
Finest Certified by PCGS 

special, of which the offering of 1865 Philadelphia Mint busina 

strike half eagles is just one instance. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (AU-58). 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, 1 

1996. 

Underrated 1865-S Half Eagle 
An Unsung Rarity 

1154 1865-S Breen-6661. Large S Mintmark. AU-53 (PCGS). Stroi 

lustre and rich rose toning grace this attractive coin. Althouj 

some scattered marks are noted, none are of major important) 

Although the date boasts a somewhat sizeable mintage 

27,612 pieces, the typically encountered specimen is just Fine ■ 
VF. Significantly in relation to the present offering, David Aka 

ranked the 1865-S as the second most important coin in the e 

tire half eagle series in importance by average grade, commer 

ing, “I do not know of a specimen that would grade better th; 

EF.” 

The present pieces is yet another testimony to the discernit 

eye and unyielding search for quality exemplified by Harry \ 

Bass, Jr. 

Another variety of this date has a Medium S mintmark and. similar to t 

above, is quite rare in all grades. 

From Abner Kreisberg's sale of January 1970, Lot 1671. 

1152 1865 AU-58 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with prooflike surfaces 

and frosty motifs. Bright orange iridescence glows in the de¬ 

vices, while the reflective fields emanate olive iridescence. 

Nicely struck. A great rarity in all grades; just 1,270 business 

strikes of this Civil War issue were produced, the sixth lowest 

production figure in the entire half eagle series. VF or EF is typi¬ 

cal for the date, with some AU specimens also known. “At 

most,” wrote David .Akers, “one or two specimens are known in 

strictly Uncirculated condition.” We suspect that the population 

in Mint State has not increased dramatically since that remark 

was written. For the record, PCGS has not certified a single ex¬ 

ample of this date in Mint State. This is certainly one of the fin¬ 

est known examples of this rarity, and bidding activity on this lot 

should prove to be substantial. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack's sale of the Di Bello Collection, May 1970, Lot 925. 

Another Memorable 1865 $5 
High Condition Census 

1153 1865 AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous golden orange. The eye appeal is 

substantial for the assigned grade. The only example of this rar¬ 

ity graded AU-55 by PCGS; the only specimen graded finer than 

this coin is the coin in the previous lot! Throughout the present 

catalogue there are many examples of the Bass Collection being 

Amazing 1866-S No Motto $5 
Finest Certified by PCGS 

1155 1866-S No Motto. AU-58 (PCGS). A lustrous honey gold spec 

men of a notable rarity. Attractive pale rose iridescence is see 

in the protected areas. An important date and design type, wil 

a modest mintage of just 9,000 pieces. Walter Breen called tl 

date: “Prohibitively rare above VF,” while David Akers note 

“No specimen called AU or Uncirculated has ever been offere 

at public auction. I have seen one choice ALJ piece.” Fine to V 

is typical for the date, with EF rarely encountered. How rare 

the date at AU-58? PCGS has certified one AU-58 coin, th 

specimen, with none finer. Here is one of the unsung rarities < 

the Liberty half eagle series, a coin without peers, a marveloi 

item that will no doubt take a place of prominence in an a' 

vanced cabinet of U.S. half eagles. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

While the mints at Philadelphia and San Francisco each struck 1866-datt 

half eagles with die new IN GOD WE TRUST reverse design, the San Fra 

cisco Mint is the only source of 1866-dated half eagles without the motto. It 

believed, per Walter Breen’s estimates (which have been adopted as fact) th 

the San Francisco Mint's production of 1866-S With Motto half eagles vv 

nearly four times as large as the press run for the No Motto half eagles of tl 

date. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, August 31, 1977. 
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nother 1866-S No-Motto Half Eagle Rarity 

Condition Census 

Lustrous 1867 Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

>6 1866-S No Motto. EF-45 (PCGS). Lustrous medium gold with 

lively rose overtones. Another specimen of this rarity, a variety 

seldom seen in any grade. Condition Census, with only a few 

finer pieces registered by PCGS. 

PCGS Population: 6; 3 finer (AU-53 finest). 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. sale, October 1968, Lot 1580. 

Lustrous 1866 Half Eagle 

With Motto 

Rare so Fine 

>7 1866 With Motto. AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous medium gold with 

rose toning highlights. No marks of major importance are 

noted. A low-mintage rarity from the first year of the denomina¬ 

tion to bear the motto IN GOD WE TRUST. Just 6,700 business 

strikes of the date were produced, and VF to EF is all that can 

typically be found for the date. An occasional AU example is 

seen for the date, but at that level or finer, the 1866 With Motto 

is exceedingly rare. 

PCGS Population: 8; 7 finer (AU-58). 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 26, 1967. 

Popular 1866-S With Motto $5 

>8 1866-S With Motto. Net EF-40; sharpness of AU-50 or finer, but 

lightly brushed on both sides. Medium yellow gold. Typically 

found in VF or lower. All things considered, worthy of a glance 

from prospective bidders. 
From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 475. 

Incredible 1867 Half Eagle 

Finest PCGS Certified 

13S7 

59 1867 MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with generous 

splashes of rose iridescence. Nicely struck. The fields are some¬ 

what prooflike in appearance. A rarity in all grades; only 6,870 

business strikes of the date were produced. Well-worn VF or EF 

specimens are typically all that are seen where this date is con¬ 

cerned. Not surprisingly, this is the only Mint State example ol 

the date certified by PCGS. The appearance of this rarity at pub¬ 

lic auction for the first time in 31 years easily ranks as one of the 

most fortuitous opportunities ot this sale. The specialist would 

want to bid liberally, secure in the knowledge that it may be a 

long time until an equivalent opportunity occurs. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 476. 

1160 1867 AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with delightful rose 

highlights. Another piece in high grade. Clearly Condition Cen¬ 

sus, and the previous lot notwithstanding, about the highest that 

one can reasonably expect for a business strike of this year. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-61). 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, December 28, 1968. 

1867-S Half Eagle Rarity 

Among Finest Known 

1161 1867-S AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold. Much rarer than 

its mintage of 29,000 pieces suggests. The 1867-S is seldom seen 

above VF, when seen at all. David Akers poignantly noted: 

“Only available in circulated grades and low grades at that." As 

might be expected, PCGS has never certified a Mint State 

1867-S. Choice AU is the highest reasonable expectation for 

the 1867-S, this being the finest grade obtained by Harry Bass 

in over three decades of connoisseurship. 

PCGS Population: 1: 1 finer (AU-55). 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 21, 1969. 

Elusive 1868 Half Eagle 

Low-Mintage Rarity 

1162 1868 AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with lightly prooflike 

fields and frosty devices. Rich orange iridescence glows in the 

protected areas. A prized rarity from the Philadelphia Mint. 

Only 5,700 business strikes of the date were produced. As often 

seen for half eagles of the era, VF or FF is about the finest grade 

that can be found on the market. Another grand opportunity 

for the half eagle specialist. 

PCGS Population: 6; 1 finer (AU-58). 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971. Lot 1017. 
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Low-Mintage 1868 Half Eagle 

Notable Quality 

1163 1868 AU-50 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with some rose irides¬ 

cence. Marks in the field keep this from a higher grade, but 

overall this is one of the finest 1868 business strike half eagles 

ever to be offered at auction. 

PCGS Population: 9; 6 finer (AU-58 finest). 

From Lester Merkin's sale of January 1968, Lot 478. 

1868-S Half Eagle Rarity 

Merkin “Mint State” 

1164 1868-S AU-58 (PCGS). A lovely coin, a piece that was once de¬ 

scribed as Mint State by highly respected dealer Lester Merkin. 

Thus, we certainly invite prospective bidders to examine this 

piece closely and see if they agree. 

By any evaluation, the present 1868-S is extraordinary. Lus¬ 

trous rich gold surfaces incorporate much delicate iridescence. 

Although 52,000 pieces were struck, the 1862-S is scarce in all 

grades, and is seldom seen in EF. AU or finer coins are of ex¬ 

traordinary importance. Regarding this particular specimen 

and this particular date and mintmark, David Akers wrote: 

“Only the coin in Lester Merkin’s 3/69 sale was ever described 

as Uncirculated.” The specimen offered here is the Merkin 

specimen written of by Akers. Careful examination shows that a 

strong case could still be made for this specimen in favor of a 

Mint State designation. A grand coin. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-61). 

A reverse die crack can be seen at the tops of UNITED STA, crossing the 

eagle’s wing as it extends from word to word. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 309. 

Stand-Alone 1869 $5 Rarity 

Mint State-64 

“Unobtainable Uncirculated” 

A Numismatic Classic 

1166 1869 MS-64 (PCGS). Highly lustrous orange-gold with pockt 

of intense mint brilliance. A truly lovely and fully prooflike t 

ample of this prized rarity. Only 1,760 business strikes were pi 

duced of the date, a low-mintage figure by anyone’s reckonir 

Walter Breen called this date “Unknown Uncirculated,” wh 

Akers noted that he had “Not seen a strictly Uncirculated 1861 

There are some AU specimens available to the patient collect! 

although they are tvpicallv offered few and far between. As f 

Uncirculated examples of the date, this is the only Mint Sta 

specimen certified by PCGS. Off the market for 28 years, tl 

rarity will cause a definite stir as it makes its re-entry into ma: 

stream numismatics. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from N.K.S., June 8, 1971. 

1869-S Half Eagle Rarity 

Condition Census 

Scarce 1868-S Half Eagle 

1165 1868-S AU-50. Plenty of lustre remains on deep golden surfaces. 

Attractive rose toning adds considerably to the appearance of 

the piece. A few marks are noted, most prominent of those a 

faint scratch that runs parallel to the front curve of Liberty’s 

neck. A very high grade example of an 1868-S. Few equivalent 

pieces exist. 

A reverse die crack begins in the field just after the D of UNITED, progress¬ 

ing from there across the tip of the eagle’s wing, then uniting the tops of STA. 

A second faint crack unites the bottoms of TES OF. 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 21, 1969. 

1167 1869-S AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous deep gold with iridescent rc 

highlights. Free of major marks. From a mintage for the date 

31,000 pieces. An “extraordinarily rare coin above VF,” accot 

ing to Akers; Breen called the date “prohibitively rare abo 

VF.” A condition rarity, with very few examples of the iss 

known in comparable or greater quality. 

PCGS Population: 5; 3 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Purchased from N.K.S., August 9, 1967. 
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Another 1869-S Half Eagle 

Rare So Fine 

; >8 1869-S AU-53 (PCGS). Satiny golden surfaces display strong lus¬ 

tre and lively rose iridescence. Another beautiful specimen, one 

of the very finest to be offered in this era or any other. How for¬ 

tunate we are that Harry Bass enjoyed buying numismatic deli¬ 

cacies by the twos and threes! 

PCGS Population: 5; 3 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 21, 1969. 

Mint State 1870 Half Eagle 

Solo PCGS Mint State Coin 

(2X photo) 

69 1870 MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous, brilliant, and decidedly proof¬ 

like. A rarity in all grades; just 4,000 business strikes of the date 

were produced. VF to EP specimens are about all the active col¬ 

lector can aspire to where this date is concerned. Incredibly rare 

in Uncirculated; in fact, this is probably the finest known ex¬ 

ample of the date. For the record, PCGS has certified no other 

1870 half eagle at any Mint State level. A truly memorable rarity 

is about to cross the auction block. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2000. 

Important 1870-CC Half Eagle 

First Year of Mint Operations 

Incredible Quality 

A Carson City Classic 

1170 1870-CC AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with some attrac¬ 

tive orange-gold highlights. A notable rarity from the first year 

of Carson City Mint operations. Indeed, Douglas Winter and 

Lawrence Cutler called the 1870-CC “The rarest (.arson City 

half eagle,” assigning a High Rarity-7 to Rarity-8 rating at the AU 

level. Only 7,675 examples of the date were struck, the third 

lowest half eagle production figure from the facility. 

When seen, which is not often, the 1870-CC is well worn, with 

Fine or Very Fine being typical, and EF being extraordinary. 

Regarding the present AU-58, this is a Carson City classic, high 

Condition Census, a landmark. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-61 finest). How these other pieces com¬ 

pare to the present coin we do not know, but the one offered here is not only 

high grade but has excellent aesthetic quality. Perhaps it has no equal when 

these two considerations are brought together. 

The CC mintmark is placed high, with the first C nearly touching the arrow 

feather above. The distance between the two Cs is about the width of one C. 

The opening of the Carson City Mint in 1870 represented a step forward 

for the U.S. Mint. Since the advent of the Civil War and the take-over of the 

three southern branch mints—Charlotte, Dahlonega, and New Orleans—by 

the Confederacy, Philadelphia and San Francisco had been the only source of 

federal coinage. Of those three southern mints, only New Orleans would ever 

re-open again, doing so in 1879, and only producing gold coins intermittently 

until it closed its doors in 1909. 

Carson City struck silver and gold coins from 1870 to 1885, and again from 

1889 to 1893, although not all denominations were made in all years. The 

source of the metal was local, primarily the Comstock Lode, located scarcely 

more than a dozen miles distant. 

It is our belief, although this is not specifically reflected in numismatic litera¬ 

ture outside of our own publications, that Carson City gold coins for the early 

years of operation were primarily circulated in the Carson City region. I hese 

saw long, hard, intense use in commerce, with the result that today a usual 

and satisfactory grade for a half eagle or a $5, $10, or $20 piece is apt to he 

Fine or VF, very occasionally EF, and only rarely higher. Later Carson ( it\ is¬ 

sues, beginning about 1873, seem to have been circulated more widelv and to 

have been included in some export shipments. Thus, such grades as AL and 

the very occasional Mint State begin to appear in citations. 

The Carson City specialist will want to drop all conservatism when this coin 

crosses the block, realizing that it was the finest grade that Ham Bass was able 

to locate in three decades of searching, and that very few other specialists 

have ever had a comparable coin. 

From NERCA’s sale of the Mocatta Collection. August 1979. lot 

182. 
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Rare 1870-S Half Eagle 

Tied for Finest Certified by PCGS 

1171 1870-S AU-55 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with attractive rose iri¬ 

descence on both sides. Just 17,000 examples of the date were 

produced in our westernmost mint. A desirable rarity in all 

grades, Fine to VF being the norm. Regarding the coin offered 

here, no finer specimen has been graded by PCGS. David Akers 

called this date “Generally available only in Fine or VF condition 

and, on rare occasions, EF.” Our offering of this glittering AU- 

55 will rise to the occasion, and we anticipate that knowledge¬ 

able bidders will rise to the occasion accordingly. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 9, 1968. 

Another Memorable 1870-S $5 

Condition Census 

1172 1870-S AU-53 (PCGS). Medium honey gold with subdued lus¬ 

tre. Another classic offering of a desirable rarity, a coin that 

stands on its own merits for grade and quality. Amazing! 

PCGS Population: 3; 4 finer (AU-55). 

From Paramount’s Auction ’86 sale, August 1986, Lot 1921. 

1871 Half Eagle Rarity 

A Circulated Proof 

Mintage: Just 30 Pieces 

Condition Census 

1173 1871 Proof-53 (PCGS). Rich medium gold with honey gold 

highlights. One of just 30 Proofs of the date struck. Of that 

amount, Akers and Breen concur that perhaps as few as eight to 

10 examples are still extant. The present coin shows light wear, 

as the grade indicates, but the date has one of the smallest mint¬ 

ages of the era. In fact, of Proof half eagles minted after 1859, 

David Akers considered this to be the second rarest Proof, fol¬ 

lowing the 1861. Remarkably, although the present piece is 

called Proof-53, it is comfortably a Condition Census specimen! 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (Proof-64 finest). 

From Stack’s ANA sale, August 1971, Lot 2212. 

Desirable 1871 Half Eagle 

Mintage: 3,200 Business Strikes 

1174 1871 AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold surfaces exhi 

some prooflike reflectivity. Choice for the grade. A low-mint^ 

rarity; just 3,200 business strikes of the date were produced, 

deed, David Akers knew of just two examples of the date in A\ 

stating also that the date was probably unknown in Mint Statu 

PCGS Population: 4; 6 finer (MS-60 finest). 

On this specimen, the first 1 in the date shows the remnants of a serif in 

field immediately below the serif of the existing numeral. In his Encydopeo 

Breen notes: “Proofs have minute repunching on the first 1 (fades).’’ If 

rare Proofs of the date all show this characteristic, and the specimen offer 

here is an unquestioned business strike, then it stands to reason that the 

used to coin Proofs of the date was also used to strike circulating coin of 

realm. 

From Abe Kosoffs ANA sale, August 1968, Lot 983. 

Important 1871-CC $5 

The Eliasberg Specimen 

High Condition Census 

1175 1871-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Medium honey gold with olive hig 

lights in the recessed areas. Considerably rarer than its minta; 

of 20,770 indicates; this date is usually found in well-worn Fit 

to VF. As noted in our earlier offering of the 1870-CC, coins 

this era seems to have circulated more extensively than others 

later dates. The 1871 is a formidable rarity at the AU level, ai 

only a few connoisseurs have ever owned a specimen. 

Regarding the present piece, it is the second finest graded 1 

PCGS, which service has not seen a coin in Mint State. How tl 

other coin, graded AU-58, compares to the present piece is n 

known—perhaps when aesthetic factors are included, tl 

present Bass Collection coin is its equal. 

The Carson City Mint specialist will find this to be an incre 

ible opportunity, one that may not be repeated for many year 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (AU-58). 

Mintmark position the same as that in Lot 1170. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg Sr. Collection, October 198 

Lot 525. 

298 BOWERS AND MEREP 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Rare 1871-CC Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

76 1871-CC EF-45 (PCGS). Warm medium gold with strong lustre 

on both sides. Another marvelous coin, a great rarity at the Ex¬ 

tremely Fine level. Condition Census quality all the way—a nu¬ 

mismatic prize. 

PCGS Population: 7; 5 finer (AU-58 finest). 

The CC mintmark is placed high in the die, with the first C touching the 

arrow feather, and the second C touching the olive branch. The spacing of die 

two letters is essentially as in Lot 1170. 

Purchased from the Old Coin Shop, April 17, 1969. 

Rare 1871-S Half Eagle 

Repunched Date Variety 

Condition Census 

ing yellow gold specimen with strong lustre and plenty of eye 

appeal for the grade. Rare in till grades. 

PCGS Population: 1; 4 finer (MS-61 finest). 

All of the date numerals are repunched on this rare variety; the details are 

plainly evident under low magnification. 

From Stack’s ANA sale, August 1971, Lot 2213. 

Mint State 1871-S $5 

The Eliasberg Coin 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

77 1871-S Breen-6678. Repunched Date. MS-61 (PCGS). Satiny 

golden surfaces display strong lustre and attractive rose high¬ 

lights. Choice overall for the assigned grade, despite a scattering 

of tiny marks. A notable rarity in Mint State despite a modestly 

high mintage of 25,000 pieces. This date is typically EF or lower 

when available, with Mint State pieces such as this of the highest 

rarity. David Akers noted: “There is a very rare variety with a 

boldly repunched date." This example represents a numismatic 

one-two punch, offering, as is does, a rare variety within the con¬ 

text of a rare date. What could be more enticing? 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

On this rare variety, the date numerals were first punched in a slightly lower 

position, pardy effaced, then repunched in a marginally higher position. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg Sr. Collection, October 1982, 

Lot 526. 

Another Notable 1871-S $5 

Condition Census 

1179 1871-S Breen-6678. Repunched Date. AU-50 (PCGS). Lustrous 

medium gold with warm honey and orange toning highlights. 

PCGS Population: 8; 5 finer (MS-61 finest). 

The market for scarce and rare gold coins has been very intense in recent 

times, this being accelerated by the lower price of gold bullion on world mar¬ 

kets. This action has made common double eagles and other pieces more af¬ 

fordable than ever, attracting thousands of interested collectors to the field. 

Of course, rare date gold coins are as elusive as ever, even more so as each 

year passes. Thus, Condition Census quality 19th-century coins have been in 

particular intense demand. 

Coming down the pike will be die offering of treasure coins recovered from 

the S.S. Central America, sunk on September 12, 1857. Many superb quality 

1857-S gold coins, particularly $20 pieces, were recovered. No doubt these 

will meet with a very warm and enthusiastic reception once diey are sold. How¬ 

ever, just about any other San Francisco coin of the same era will be a prime 

rarity in comparison! Thus, it seems to us that a coin such as the present 1871- 

S, not represented in this or any other hoard, is on the price and demand 

launching pad right now in Autumn 1999. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 14, 1967. 
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Low-Mintage 1872 $5 Rarity 

Choice Mint State 

Mintage of Just 1660 Pieces 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1180 1872 MS-63 (PCGS). Highly lustrous medium gold with frosted 

devices and reflective fields. Sharply struck and fully prooflike 

in appearance. Despite its low mintage of just 1,660 pieces, one 

of the lowest in the entire half eagle series, occasional AU or 

Uncirculated specimens of the date have surfaced from time to 

time. However, few can equal the quality of the present piece. 

Similar to many other pieces in the present sale, this coin has 

been off the market for over 30 years. Quality and aesthetic ap¬ 

peal come together and join rarity as a consideration, yielding 

yet another numismatic landmark. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (MS-64). 

From Paramount’s sale of August 1969, Lot 1982. 

Carson City Mint were used extensively in regional circulatia 

with the result that all are rare today and that at the AU lev 

they are formidable rarities. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (AU-58). 

The placement of the CC mintmark is low in the field, about mid-way 

tween the denomination and the arrow feather above. The first C is center! 

above the left upright of the V in the denomination, while the second G 

slightly higher than the first, and is nearly completely over the upright of th# 

in FIVE. There is about one letter’s width between the two letters. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 490. 

Another 1872-CC Half Eagle 

Marvelous Quality 

Condition Census 

1182 1872-CC AU-50 (PCGS). Medium orange-gold with some lust 

in the recessed areas. Another pleasing and marvelous examp 

of this great rarity, a coin that will attract wide attention. 

PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Same mintmark placement as annotated below Lot 1181. 

Interestingly enough, Harr)' Bass's notes regarding this particular specirm 

simply say “Best Seen." Perhaps he made this notation while the preceding 1 

was stored in a bank vault, or perhaps he considered this piece nicer than t) 

preceding coin. Either way, his comment is evidence of the extreme impc 

tance of the presendy offered coin. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 487. 

Scarce 1872-S Half Eagle 

Rare 1872-CC Half Eagle 

High Condition Census 

1183 1872-S AU-50 (PCGS). Much original mint lustre is still seen o 

the surfaces of the coin. Much scarcer than its mintage of 36,40 

pieces indicates. VF or lower is the typical grade for this mode 

ately rare date. In AU, the rarity and desirability of the date ii 

creases significantly. 

PCGS Population: 8; 2 finer (AU-55). 

Purchased from Dan Messer, August 14, 1971. 

1184 1872-S AU-50. Lightly polished long ago. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of February 1969, Lot 317. 

1181 1872-CC AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous medium gold with warm ol¬ 

ive highlights. The fields are somewhat reflective in the pro¬ 

tected areas. Struck from lightly clashed dies. From a mintage 

for the date of 16,980 pieces. A rare date that is seldom found 

above EF. Indeed, Douglas Winter and Lawrence Cutler called 

this date, “An issue that is almost never seen in high grade,” giv¬ 

ing the date a High Rarity-7 rating in AU. David Akers noted: “I 

have never seen an 1872-CC that graded better than choice EF.” 

Although 20 years have elapsed since that statement, some truth 

still rings in those words. Among the finest examples of the date 

currently known, and a numismatic prize as such. As noted in 

our description under 1870-CC, the early half eagles of the 

Grouping of Liberty Half Eagles 

1185 Large offering of 14 different half eagles, some Mint State: 

1873 Closed 3. AU-58 ☆ 1879 MS-60 ☆ 1880 MS-60 ☆ 1880- 

MS-62 ☆ 1881 MS-62 ☆ 1881 Repunched date. AU-50 PI 

brushed ☆ 1881-S MS-60 ☆ 1882-CC AU-50 ☆ 1882-S MS-62 ’ 

1883 MS-62 ☆ 1885 MS-62 ☆ 1886 MS-62 ☆ 1887-S MS-62 

1888 AU-58. Attractive and lustrous except where otherwis 

noted. (Total: 14 pieces) 
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Gem Mint State 1873 $5 

Open 3 in Date 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

186 1873 Open 3. Breen-6684. MS-65 (PCGS). A highly lustrous 

specimen with rich rose iridescence on satiny surfaces. Nicely 

struck. A natural planchet flaw can be seen in the reverse field 

below IN GOD. 

The 1873 with Open 3 is regarded as a common grade in worn 

grades, but at the AU or finer level it is a significant rarity. In¬ 

deed, only one other has been certified at this grade level by 

PCGS! 

PCGS Population: 2: none finer. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 489. 

Mint State 1873 $5 

Open 3 in Date 

187 1873 Open 3. MS-62. Lustrous honey gold with much mint 

brilliance in the protected areas. While this specimen is not in 

the rarity category of the preceding lot, still the MS-62 grade is 

not to be discounted, and we expect that this piece will be 

thoroughly enjoyed by its next owner. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 491. 

Mint State 1873-CC Half Eagle 

Finest Graded by PCGS 

Incredibly Important, Incredibly Rare 

(2X photo) 

1188 1873-CC MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with a decided 

olive glow. One of just 7,416 half eagles of the date coined in 

Carson City, the smallest half eagle production figure from that 

facility except for the 1876-CC. 

Today the 1873-CC is recognized as a great rarity in all grades, 

and for all practical purposes unobtainable in Mint State. In 

fact, Douglas Winter and Lawrence Cutler noted in their book 

on Carson City coins, “No Mint State 1873-CC half eagles are 

currently known to exist.” 

When Harry Bass acquired coins, he kept them in bank vaults, 

occasionally removing them for study. The extent of his collec¬ 

tion was not widely known to researchers, and during the past 

30 years, when great advances have been made in grading and 

die study, the Bass coins have not been included in surveys. To 

an extent, old catalogue listings are useful, but there is no way 

that they can be read today and translated into today’s grading 

system. Thus, the present piece, last seen on the market in 1976, 

has been unavailable for 23 years, and now emerges to be as¬ 

signed a modern grading number and also to play to a new audi¬ 

ence of interested enthusiasts and connoisseurs. 

As noted in our description under the 1870-CC half eagle, 

Carson City gold coins of the early years were circulated exten¬ 

sively, and today, even AU examples are apt to be extreme rari¬ 

ties. Mint State pieces are, well, one might as well forget about 

them. The Carson City specialist will want to bid very liberally 

for this lovely coin, knowing that it may be a long time, if ever, 

until another MS-62 example of the date reaches the market. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

The mintmark placement is high in the field, but still some small distance 

from the feather above. First C above left upright of V, second C above space 

between V and E. Letters less than one letter’s width apart. 

From Stack ’s ANA sale, August 1976, Lot 2998. 
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Another Notable 1873-CC $5 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1189 1873-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with a hint of 

rose in the protected areas. Another notable specimen of this 

prime rarity, a coin which is Condition Census and ranks as one 

of the nicest ever to come on the market. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Same mintmark placement as in Lot 1188. 

A tale of two coins: On the small ticket that Harry Bass kept with this lot, the 

word “FINEST?” is written in tiny upper case letters, in blue ink. At some 

point after the 1976 ANA summer convention, Harry crossed out “FINEST?,” 

in red ink, then wrote below it “ANA '76 ..” in the same red ink. Why this cryp¬ 

tic notation in red ink? Evidently, Harry saw Lot 2998 in Stack’s 1976 ANA 

sale, and deciding it was finer than the example offered in this lot (which he 

had owned since 1972), proceeded to bid on the lot in the ANA sale until it 

joined his collection. That coin, the red ink specimen, is the MS-62 (PCGS) 

specimen offered in Lot 1188 above. Once again, the highly trained and dis¬ 

criminating eye of Harry Bass had found the finest known. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of April 1972, Lot 647. 

Elusive 1873-CC Half Eagle 

Another Amazing Coin 

Condition Census 

1190 1873-CC EF-45 (PCGS). An amazing amount of lustre remai 

on the medium golden surfaces. Another amazing coin, a pie 

that in any other venue would be extraordinary. Actually, tl 

extraordinary designation is still appropriate—and years frdi 

now many numismatists will remark upon the opportuniti 

here presented. For the Carson City specialist this represer 

one of the very finest known examples of this famous rare da> 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (MS-61). 

Same mintmark placement as in Lot 1188. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 4, 1968. 

1191 1873-CC VG-10 (PCGS). Deep orange-gold toning in the i 

cessed areas. Now we are in the “normal” territory' for the 187 

CC, an example of this rarity in a grade typically encounterec 

Mintmark placement is high in the field, each nearly touching the am 

feather and olive branch above, but still clear of those devices. Second C me 

heavily impressed in the die, causing it to appear fatter. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

Rare 1873-S Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

1192 1873-S AU-53 (PCGS). Satiny surfaces exhibit a high degree > 

mint lustre. Nicely struck. From a mintage of 31,000 piece 

Called “extremely rare in any condition” by David Akers, wi 

Fine to VF examples of the date the rule of acquisition. Amor 

the finest examples of this unsung rarity graded by PCGS. Tl 

finest piece obtained by Harry' Bass, this coin will be a prize 

any specialized cabinet of half eagles or of San Francisco Mi 

coinage. As we noted earlier, when the S.S. Central America coii 

come to market, certain San Francisco issues of the nrid-1851 

will be offered in large numbers, making all later issues very ra 

by comparison. Of course, the present 1873-S is already rare 

future comparisons not needed. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 
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Landmark Proof 1874 Half Eagle 

Just 20 Struck 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

Incredible 1874 Half Eagle Rarity 

Choice Mint State 

Finest Graded by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

93 1874 Proof-64 (PCGS). Rich golden orange mirror fields con¬ 

trast sharply with frosty devices. Hints of rose iridescence glow 

in the recessed areas. An amazing rarity, certainly one of the 

great highlights in the present sale. Only 20 Proofs were struck, 

with perhaps only half that number known today. Regarding 

Proof issues, David Akers noted that they are “extremely rare, 

seemingly more so than others with comparable mintages.” 

Walter Breen called Proofs of this date “almost a forgotten rar¬ 

ity,” noting also that two specimens are permanently im¬ 

pounded in museums, one at the Smithsonian Institution, and 

another at the American Numismatic Society. 

For the record, PCGS has only certified three Proof 1874 $5 

pieces, all at the Proof-64 level. The present coin, one of two 

Proofs acquired by Harry Bass (the second will be showcased in 

our Sale III), is of extreme importance. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Accompanied by a small cardboard ticket imprinted THIS COIN IS FROM 

THE/PALACE COLLECTION/OF FORMER/KING FAROUK/OF EGYPT 

in five lines. Below that are three dotted lines, with $5 1874 written in light 

blue ink on the first line. The second line reads SOLD TO, with HS Bareford 

written in light blue script. The third line leads ATTESTED, followed by the 

signature of Abe Kosoff, again in light blue ink. 

This particular obverse die has two “markers” which are described for the 

interest of specialists: 

There are two tiny raised lumps, one on Miss Liberty s cheek and a slighdy 

smaller one on her jaw line directly below the earlobe. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bareford Collection, December 1978, Lot 

186; ex King Farouk of Egypt. 

(2X photo) 

1194 1874 MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold with a distinctly 

prooflike character to its appearance. The mirrored fields ex¬ 

hibit a nuance of olive, while the lightly frosted devices show 

bright yellow lustre. From a small business strike mintage for 

the date of 3,488 pieces, with survivors from that mintage typi¬ 

cally seen in VF or EF, when seen at all. A prized rarity in Mint 

State, and, at the choice Uncirculated level, is even rarer than its 

Proof counterparts. Indeed, this is the finest specimen of the 

date certified by PCGS to date. A splendid opportunity for the 

advanced half eagle specialist. It may be a long time, if ever, un¬ 

til another piece is offered. 

PCGS population: 1; none finer. 

On the accompanying ticket for this particular coin, Harry Bass wrote “FIN¬ 

EST KNOWN,” then emphatically underlined the words. Nearly three de¬ 

cades after his purchase of this specimen, “FINEST KNOWN probably still 

seems to be as accurate as ever. 

Purchased from N.K.S., September 27, 1971. 

Rare 1874 Half Eagle 

1195 1874 AU-50 (PCGS). Generous amounts of lustre and strong 

rose iridescence on medium gold surfaces. A splendid example 

of this rare business strike issue, one of the nicer pieces to ap¬ 

pear in the auction venue. 

Purchased from N.K.S., October 28, 1968. 
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Elusive 1874-CC $5 Rarity 

Condition Census 

1196 1874-CC AU-58 (PCGS). Strong cartwheel lustre plays on warm 

honey gold surfaces. Choice and problem-free for the grade, 

with only the tiniest of marks present when viewed under low 

magnification. Another notable rarity from the Carson City 

Mint, one of 21,198 examples of the date struck. 

The norm for the 1874-CC is a well-circulated coin, VF or EF. 

Anything higher is especially rare. Regarding the AU grade, 

Douglas Winter and Lawrence Cutler, suggest that this is in the 

middle range of Rarity-7, with, perhaps, six to eight pieces 

known in all of the numismatic world. The present coin is the 

finest Harry Bass was able to locate, and will be a treasure in the 

cabinet of its next owner. 

PCGS Population: 2; 2 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Same mintmark placement as in Lot 1188. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 493. 

Another Notable 1874-CC $5 

__ Condition Census 

A Final 1874-CC $5 

1198 1874-CC EF-45 (PCGS). Generous amounts of lustre in the 

cessed areas. A final specimen of this Carson City rarity, a ca 

which, if seen at all, is apt to be in a significantly lower grad 

Same mintmark placement as in Lot 1188. Struck from clashed dies. 

Purchased from Joe Flynn, September 3, 1971. 

1874-S Half Eagle Rarity 

High Condition Census 

1199 1874-S AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous golden orange. Rare in 

grades, as is true of quite a few half eagles of this era. 

At the San Francisco Mint, only 16,000 half eagles were strut 

strictly for use in commerce. Today when an example is encou 

tered it is apt to be Fine or Very Fine. Even a nice AU would 

scarce, and at the AU-53 level we have a beautiful Conditit 

Census cabinet piece. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (AU-58). 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, L 

2111. 

1197 1874-CC AU-53 (PCGS). Bright orange-gold with plenty of lus¬ 

tre in the recessed areas. A second pleasing example of a rare 

and popular date. Another memorable specimen, easily Condi¬ 

tion Census. 

PCGS Population: 1; 6 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Same mintmark placement as in Lot 1188. Struck from lightly clashed dies. 

From Paramount’s sale of May 1966, Lot 565. 
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Incredibly Rare 1875 Half Eagle 

Just 200 Struck! 

None Finer Certified by PCGS 

200 1875 AU-53 (PCGS). An incredible business strike, one of only 

200 pieces struck. Apparently, not a single example was saved 

for numismatic purposes! 
The Bass Collection specimen is prooflike and of great beauty. 

Frosty devices are set against mirror Fields, giving the piece a 

rare aesthetic quality. As noted, only 200 business stiikes weie 

made, these accompanied by 20 Proofs. Over the years, more 

high-grade Proofs have come to market than have high-grade 

business strikes. Thus, it is correct to say that the present piece is 

one of the very rarest of all business strike American gold coins 

of any denomination or date. Today, it is believed that fewei 

than 10 business strike pieces are known at all levels. Indeed, 

generations of collectors have come and gone without ever hav¬ 

ing seen an example of the date, let alone having had the oppor¬ 

tunity to own this incredibly rare date. Perhaps the premier 

object of attention in the half eagle section of this catalogue, a 

date that adds an entire new aura of quality and importance to 

any cabinet it graces. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Regarding the appearance of this date at public auction, David Akers 

noted that the date was only offered three times in a survey of some 337 

auction catalogues. He noted: “At least two of these appearances (ANA 

1974 and Wolfson) were of the same coin. 1 have seen only one other busi¬ 

ness strike, a coin that was discovered by Paul Wittlin in Europe in the 1960s 

and subsequently sold to Harry Bass." 

From Paramount 's sale of October 28, 1968. Earlier from Paul 

Wittlin, who for a number of years represented the interests of Para¬ 

mount International Coin Corporation in Europe. 
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Rare 1875-CC Half Eagle 

High Condition Census 

1201 1875-CC Breen-6694. Doubled Die Reverse. AU-55 (PCGS). 

Lustrous honey gold with warm rose iridescence. Nicely struck. 

Only 11,828 examples of this date were struck, the typically seen 

specimen is just VG to VF, these being quite rare. At the EF or 

finer level, the 1875-CC is of incredible importance. Indeed, 

Winter and Cutler called this issue Rarity-8 in AU, believing that 

just two or three exist! 

The present piece combines a high grade with excellent aes¬ 

thetic features, yielding a truly landmark opportunity. How it 

compares from an aesthetic viewpoint with the other PCGS 

pieces certified is not known to us, but it would be difficult to 

envision one that had a nicer overall appearance. 

PCGS Population: 2: 1 finer (MS-61). 

On the obverse, a small raised lump is noted on Miss Liberty at the juncture 

of her neck and shoulder. On the reverse, dtere is distinct doubling at FIVE D 

and certain other letters to either side of the denomination. 

Mintmark placement is basically central in the field. The first C is directly 

below the point of the arrow' feather, and at a small distance from it. The sec¬ 

ond C is considerably lower than the first C, and is above the upright of the E 

in the denomination. 

FrorrrParamount’s Auction ’86, Lot 1922. 

Another 1875-CC $5 Rarity 

1202 1875-CC EF-45 (PCGS). Lustrous medium gold. Another ex¬ 

ample of this prime rarity, a variety of which only a f ew exist at 

the Extremely Fine level. 

This particular specimen was cited by David Akers in his listing of top-qual¬ 

ity specimens of the date. 

Mintmark placement high, with letters slightly away from feather and 

branch above. First C over right upright of V, second C over upright of E in 

denomination. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 498. 

A Final Notable 1875-CC $5 

1203 1875-CC EF-45 (PCGS). Rich rose iridescence on medium gold 

surfaces. A strong degree of lustre remains for the assigned grade 

level. A final example, a memorable coin, a prime rarity. 

This particular specimen was also cited by David Akers in his listing of top- 

quality specimens of the date. 

Same mintmark placement as in previous lot. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1970, Lot 234. 

Landmark 1875-S Half Eagle Rarity 

Choice Mint State 

Finest Graded by PCGS 

Solo PCGS Mint State Coin 

(2X photo) 

1204 1875-S MS-63 (PCGS). Cameo prooflike surfaces glow with riel 

golden orange highlights. While a few stray marks and hairline 

are present, none are intrusive enough to immediately attrac 

the viewer’s eye. 

The 1875-S, with a mintage of only 9,000 pieces, is very' scaro 

in all grades and is extremely rare at the EF and AU levels. Tin 

typically encountered grade ranges from VG to VF. 

The present pieces stands high as the only Mint State coin cei 

titled at any level by PCGS. Of course, the MS-63 level, reflectec 

by the adjective choice, is of particular desirability. This was: 

landmark among the pieces Harry Bass owned, and we are cei 

tain that the new owner will share the same appreciation. 

PCGS Population: 1: none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of October 1994, Lot 1208. “This may be tin 

Roach coin. ” 

Rare 1875-S Half Eagle 

1205 1875-S AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous medium gold. Satiny surfaces 

show warm olive and rose iridescence. Sharply struck. A notable 

quality example of an issue which, when seen, is apt to be wel 

worn. For many years, until Lot 1204 was acquired, this stood as 

the finest piece in the Bass Collection. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of October 1968, Lot 882. 
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Low-Mintage 1876 $5 Rarity 

Choice Mint State 

Among Finest Known 

(2X photo) 

>06 1876 MS-64 (PCGS). Decidedly prooflike. Frosted pale orange- 

gold motifs stand boldly out from deeper orange gold mirror 

fields. A rare date; only 1,432 business strikes of the date and 

denomination were produced during our nation s centennial 

year. Generally found in EF, a surprisingly high “average” grade 

for such a low-mintage issue. Perhaps even more surprising is 

the fact that a small handful of Mint State pieces also exists-of 

which this specimen is among the finest. Here is a golden op¬ 

portunity to obtain a choice Mint State specimen of a desirable, 

low-mintage half eagle rarity. 

PCGS Population: 2: 2 finer (MS-65 finest). 

As a die marker, there is a small lump on Liberty’s jawline almost directly 

above the 1 of the date. The date is low in the field, and the left edge of the 

bottom serif of the 1 is over the left edge of the dentil immediately below. 

Surprisingly enough, Breen gives these diagnostics for Proofs of the date, not 

business strikes. For business strikes, Breen notes a lump below the eye and 

opposite the earlobe of Liberty, with the edge of the 1 over the space between 

two dentils. It is entirely possible that the Proof dies, used to strike just 45 

coins, were also used to produce business strikes of the date. Another alterna¬ 

tive is that Breen simply confused the diagnostics of the two issues. 

In his own notes, Harry Bass wrote, “Raised lint circle on neck is diagnos¬ 

tic." There are two lint marks on Liberty’s neck, one in front of the curl, and 

the other behind the curl. Whether Mr. Bass meant “diagnostic” for Proofs or 

business strikes of this date is not mentioned. For a lintmark to appear raised 

the lint must have adhered to the master die, not to the working die. 

From Stack ’s sale of December 1970, Lot 236. 

Impressive 1876-CC Half Eagle 

Lowest Mintage Carson City $5 

1207 1876-CC AU-58 (PCGS). Highly lustrous orange-gold with 

strong pink overtones. Prooflike in the recessed areas. Iree of 

marks of any consequence. Only 6,887 examples were struck of 

the 1876-CC, registering the lowest mintage of the denomina¬ 

tion at Carson City. 
These were produced in the era in which certain Carson City 

pieces were widely exported, including to European banks, but 

the half eagle denomination was generally excluded from this. It 

was far more easier to ship a given amount of gold in the largest 

denomination, the double eagle, than it would be to have a 

larger number of smaller denominations. In foreign deposito¬ 

ries, assets were counted from time to time, and the $20 pieces 

facilitated this. 
The 1876-CC coinage no doubt was circulated primarily in the 

region, Nevada and California. Nearly all specimens acquired 

wear, with the result that today Veiy Fine is about the norm. 

Even an Extremely Fine coin would he notable, and regarding 

AU, Douglas Winter and Lawrence Cutler called this High Rar¬ 

ity-7, suggesting that only four to six pieces were known in all of 

numismatics! 
The present piece brings to market the finest example en¬ 

countered by Harry Bass in his more than three decades of con- 

noisseurship. We expect a great deal of attention to be paid to 

this coin. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Diagnostic raised lump at Liberty’s jawline. 

Same mintmark placement as in Lot 1188. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, August 4, 1970. 

Another 1876-CC $5 Rarity 

1208 1876-CC EF-45 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold with a decided 

hint of olive in the fields. At the EF-45 level the 1876-CC is a 

prime rarity, far finer than normally encountered for the date. 

The connoisseur will wish to bid liberally, in particular if the pre¬ 

ceding lot was not obtained. 

Diagnostic die lump on obverse. 

Same mintmark placement as in Lot 1188. 

Purchased from Coin-A-Rama City, February 16, 1968. 
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Low-Mintage 1876-S $5 Rarity 

Condition Census 

1209 1876-S AU-58 (PCGS). A frosty golden specimen with strong 

lustre present. A very “high end” AU-58 that some would desig¬ 

nate as full Mint State. Inspect it in person and make your own 

decision. Either way, it is a high Condition Census coin of el¬ 

egant quality. The 1876 is elusive in all grades, and when found 

is typically Very Fine or even lower. An EF piece would be a deli¬ 

cacy. Regarding the present AU coin, as noted there are few 

pieces in this category. Here is another major opportunity for 

the specialist. 

PCGS Population: 1: 1 finer (MS-64). 

Struck from lightly clashed dies. 

From Paramount's sale of the Bumheimer Collection, May 1976, 
Lot 1113. 

Mint State 1877-CC Half Eagle Rarity 

Solo PCGS Mint State Coin 

Another 1876-S $5 Rarity 

1210 1876-S EF-40. Medium honey gold with some lustre remaining. 

Surfaces lightly brushed long ago. Another example of this sel¬ 

dom-seen variety. 

From Stack’s sale of the Davis Collection, February 1968, Lot 393. 

Important Mint State 1877 Half Eagle 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

(2X photo) 

1212 1877-CC MS-60 (PCGS). A satiny and lustrous specimen wi 

rich rose iridescence on both sides. Choice for the grade, wi 

an overall visual appeal that approaches a higher level. From 

mintage for the date of 8,680 pieces. Rare so fine; the 1870-C 

when found, is usually in \T or lower grades, as fewT if any we 

sent to foreign lands during the era of mintage. 

The present coin is the only Mint State example certified 1 

PCGS and is specifically noted in the Winter-Cutler study on tl 

series, which called this grade “Unique,” and mentioned it 1 

pedigree. 

When this comes to market the advanced collector of Carsc 

City coins will wish to pull out all stops—from tierce to di 

phone—and bid whatever the competition dictates, with tl 

knowledge that no other opportunity may occur in his or hi 

lifetime. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

The mint mark placement is central in the field between the denominatic 

and the details above. The first C is abov e the left upright of die V, while tl 

second is centered above the V and E. The second C is marginally higher th; 

the first. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, October 7, 1972. 

1211 1877 MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous orange-gold. A fully prooflike 

specimen with frosty devices and mirror fields. A prized rarity in 

all grades, as might be expected from the mintage of 1,132 

pieces, this in an era when no numismatic attention was paid to 

business strikes of this denomination. In fact, the figure is so 1owt 

that only the 1875 is lower among Philadelphia Mint issues of 

this design. 

The few pieces that survive tend to be in higher grades such as 

EF or AU, but these are few and far between. The present piece 

stands high as the finest Mint State coin graded by PCGS. The 

connoisseur will want to bid very liberally! 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from Jack Klausen,June 19, 1968. 
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Important Mint State 1877-S $5 

The Akers Plate Coin 

Very Rare 1878-CC Half Eagle 

An Important Opportunity 

13 1877-S MS-63. A frosty and satiny specimen with rich rose irides¬ 

cence on intensely lustrous surfaces. A small reverse mark in the 

field below AM is the only blemish worthy of mention; save for 

that mark, this beauty is virtually pristine. A rarity in all grades, 

with VF or an occasional EF about all most collectors can hope 

for. Regarding die date, Akers wrote, “I have seen only a few AU 

pieces and just two Uncirculated specimens, one of them a gem 

(pictured above) that sold in Paramount’s 5/76 sale.” That 

“gem” he mentioned is the coin offered here; he thought so 

highly of this coin that it was the plate coin in his reference 

work. 
This is a rare opportunity to acquire one of the finest 1877-S 

half eagles extant, a piece that has been called a beautiful gem in 

the past, and which is certainly a landmark in the series. It hand¬ 

ily eclipses the finest specimen offered by PCGS (see Lot 1214). 

From Paramount’s sale of the Bumheimer Collection, May 1976, 

Lot 1114. 

Lustrous 1877-S $5 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 

44 1877-S AU-55 (PCGS). Blight and lustrous with rose iridescence 

at play in the recessed areas. A lovely specimen, not the equal of 

the preceding by any means, but of exceeding importance as the 

highest grade assigned by PCGS to a coin of this date and mint. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

From Stack’s ANA sale, August 1971, Lot 2220. 

Choice Mint State 1878 $5 

215 1878 Breen-6703. Repunched 8 in Date. MS-63. Satiny golden 

surfaces display creamy lustre and lively olive toning highlights. 

Fairly scarce in this grade. 
The remnants of an erroneously punched 8 can be seen in the lower loop of 

the first 8 in the date. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 505. 

1216 1878-CC AU-50 (PCGS). Bright honey gold with substantial lus¬ 

tre in the protected areas. One of just 9,054 examples of the 

date struck at Carson City. An always desirable date in any 

grade. David Akers wrote: “Most available specimens (there 

aren’t many) grade only Fine or VF.” 

In terms of absolute numbers surviving, the 1878-CC is consid¬ 

ered to be the rarest date Liberty Head half eagle from the 

Carson City Mint, except for the 1870-CC rarity. 

At the present AU level the coin is of incredible importance. 

The Carson City specialist will find this to be one of the most 

important opportunities in the present sale. 

PCGS Population: 4; 3 finer (AU-55 finest). 

Mintmark centered in field between denomination and feather, first C cen¬ 

tered over V, second C over upright of E. Less than a letter’s width between 

both Cs. 

Purchased from Paramount, February 13, 1968. 

1217 1878-S MS-60. Lustrous with some prooflike reflectivity in the 

fields. 
Purchased from John Smies,June 9, 1967. 

Attractive 1879-CC Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

1218 1879-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Lively lustre plays on frosty golden sur¬ 

faces. Nicely struck and choice for the grade. Scarce in all grades; 

just 17,281 examples of the date were struck. Winter and tattler 

note that concerning the 1879-CC perhaps only about 20 pieces 

exist at the AU level. Certainly this number is exceedingly small in 

terms of the popularity of Carson City coinage. 

PCGS Population: 6; 5 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Mintmark position as in Lot 1216. 

A faint obverse crack connects the bases of the date numerals. 

From Paramount's sale of August 1969, Lot 2001. 
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Another Lustrous 1879-CC $5 

The Norweb Specimen 

Condition Census 

1219 1879-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous honey gold. Abrasions and 

marks are at an absolute minimum on this choice specimen. A 

great coin with an equally great pedigree. 

PCGS Population: 6; 5 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Mintniark position as in Lot 1216. 

A faint obverse crack connects the bases of the date numerals. 

From oar sale of the Norweb Collection, Part I, October 1987, Lot 

902; from J.C. Morgenthau, October 11, 1935. 

Luscious 1879-S Half Eagle 

Condition Census 

1220 1879-S Breen-6707. Repunched Date. MS-63 (PCGS). A satiny 

specimen with strong lustre and a generous quotient of eye ap¬ 

peal. A touch of rose iridescence adds to the enchanting quality. 

The term “gem” springs to mind when viewing this specimen. 

Fairly scarce in Mint State despite its lofty mintage figure of 

426,200 pieces. Quite choice for the MS-63 grade. Indeed, some 

observers might call this piece full Mint State. 

A survey of market appearances quickly reveals that above the 

EF level the 1880-CC is a rarity, this despite a fairly generous 

mintage of 51,017 pieces. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, August 15, 1972. 

1221 1879-S MS-60. Lustrous with attractive rose highlights. 

Purchased from Don Apte,June 6, 1969. 

Lustrous 1880-CC $5 Rarity 

1222 1880-CC AU-58 (PCGS). A highly lustrous specimen with olive 

highlights and plenty of eye appeal. A faint diagonal toning streak 

runs from the first A of AMERICA to the D in the denomination. 

Still choice for the grade; many might t all this coin Uncirculated. A 

rare date above EF, despite a somewhat sizeable mintage of 51,017 

pieces. A Condition Rarity example of a highly popular issue. Take a 

close look at this lovely coin, and then bid accordingly. 

PCGS Population: 6; 3 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Mintniark fairly high in field, slightly to left, one C over each leg of the V below. 

From Superior’s sale of the Ruby Collection, February 1975, Lot 1212. 

1223 1880-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Bright and lustrous with rich rose 

descence in the recessed areas. Free of major marks. AnotH 

pleasing specimen. 

Mintmark placement as in Lot 1222. 

A raised die lump can be seen on Liberty’s neck near her lowest hair cu# 

Purchased from Paramount, February 15, 1968. 

1224 1880-CC AU-50. Lustrous honey gold with warm rose toning; 

the protected areas. 

Mintmark placement as in Lot 1222. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of January 1967, Lot 420. 

1225 1881/0 Breen-6715. Overdate. AU-50. A lustrous specimen 

this scarce overdate. Somewhat reflective in the fields. Overda 

details plainly evident. 

On this overdate variety, the second 8 in the date is plainly repunched at t< 

base, and the remnants of the 0 are seen around the final 1 in the date. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, December 1971. 

Choice Proof 1881 Half Eagle Rarity 

Mintage: 42 Pieces 

1226 1881 Proof-63 (PCGS). Brilliant and reflective orange-gold su 

faces. The obverse offers a faint cameo contrast, while the r 

verse is more intense in that respect. A notable rarity. While 4 

Proofs of the date were struck—in sets on February 19, 188' 

and two additional pieces later in the year—it is doubtful if mot 

than a dozen of those are extant today. It is not at all likely th; 

all sets found buyers; probably they didn't. 

Of the extant specimens of the Proof 1881, a number are in 

paired. The present piece is one of two obtained by Harry Bas 

and is among the nicest to come on the market in recent year 

A Proof half eagle rarity that will no doubt elicit strong biddin 

response. 

PCGS Population: 2; 5 finer (Proof-65 finest). 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s sale of September 1973, Lot 118t 

1227 1881 MS-64. Satiny lustrous surfaces exhibit lovely rose hide: 

cence. Choice for the grade. The Norweb specimen. Now,/ 

nally we can offer a really beautiful Mint State coin without sta 

ing that it is a superb rarity. The 1881 is eminently collectible i: 

this grade, multiple pieces exist, but only this specimen carrie 

the Norweb pedigree—which certainly will be of interest to th 

next owner. 

From our sale of the Norweb Collection, Part I, October 1987, Lc 

907; ex New Netherlands Coin Company’s sale of the Peake Collectior 

June 1955, Lot 389. 

1228 1881 MS-63. Lustrous honey gold. 

The remnants of two 8s can be seen in the loops of die dominant date i» 

merals. 

Purchased from Joe Gallo, Jidy 14, 1972. 
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Attractive Selection of Liberty $5 Gold 

29 Attractive selection of half eagles including some branch-mint 

pieces: ☆ 1881 MS-62 ☆ 1881 Repunched date. AU-50 ☆ 1881-S 

AU-58 ☆ 1882-S MS-62. Nearly choice ☆ 1887-S AU-50 ☆ 1888 

AU-50 ☆ 1890 AU-50 PL ☆ 1891-CC AU-58 ☆ 1892 MS-60 ☆ 
1892-CC VF-35 ☆ 1892-S AU-58 ☆ 1893 MS-62 ☆ 1894 AU-58 ☆ 
1894-S EF-40. Most with pleasing lustre and brilliance. (Total: 14 

pieces) 

Another Interesting Group of Half Eagles 

10 Selection of 16 different Liberty half eagles: ☆ 1881 AU-50 ☆ 
1887-S AU-50 ☆ 1888 EF-40, harshly cleaned ☆ 1892 AU-55 ☆ 
1892-CC VF-20. A popular yet affordable Carson City issue ☆ 
1894-S AU-50 ☆ 1895 AU-55 ☆ 1898-S MS-62 ☆ 1901-S AU-58 ☆ 
1903 MS-62 ☆ 1904 AU-53 ☆ 1904-S AU-50 ☆ 1905-S AU-58 ☆ 
1906- D MS-62. First year of the Denver Mint ☆ 1907 MS-62 ☆ 
1907- D AU-58. Mostly brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 16 pieces) 

Liberty Half Eagle Octet 

31 Offering of eight different Liberty half eagles: 1881 AU-50 ☆ 
1892 AU-55 ☆ 1894-S EF-40 ☆ 1895 AU-55 ☆ 1901-S AU-55 ☆ 
1904 AU-53 ☆ 1906-D MS-60 ☆ 1907-D AU-58. Mostly brilliant 

with nice lustre remaining. This and related lots represent a 

wonderful way to begin a specialized collection of half eagles in 

highly affordable grades, but carrying the interesting and desir¬ 

able Bass Collection pedigree. (Total: 8 pieces) 

Seven Liberty Half Eagles 

32 Seven different Liberty half eagles: ☆ 1881 AU-50 ☆ 1901-S 

Repunched mintmark. AU-55, lightly cleaned ☆ 1904 AU-53 ☆ 
1904-S AU-50 ☆ 1905-S AU-58 ☆ 1907 MS-62 ☆ 1907-D AU-58. 

.\11 with some original mint lustre remaining. (Total: 7 pieces) 

Rare 1881-CC Half Eagle 

33 1881-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Highly lustrous orange-gold surfaces. 

A rarity in all grades, the present coin is one of only 1.3,886 ex¬ 

amples of the date struck. The 1881-CC is quite difficult to lo¬ 

cate in grades above EF. David .Alters viewed the piece as dis¬ 

tinctly underappreciated, commenting: “Fully in the same rarity 

class as the dates from 1871 to 1877.” Winter and Cutler sug¬ 

gested that at the AU level perhaps six to eight are known to 

exist today. By any evaluation, the experts agree that here in¬ 

deed is a highly important Carson City half eagle. Not many 

specimens of this date are known in a finer grade, and bidders 

are urged to respond accordingly. 

PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer (MS-65 finest). 

Mintmark placement at center of field, both letters tilled left, first C over 

space between I and V, second C over right upright of V and slightly higher 

than first C, very small distance between letters. 

Purchased from. Paramount, February 13, 1968. 

'34 1881-S MS-63. A lustrous half eagle with attractive rose toning 

on satiny surfaces. A highly affordable specimen even in this 

high grade. 
Purchased from Julian Fridman, August 22, 1968. 
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1235 1882 MS-64. Lustrous, satiny surfaces richly toned in rose and 

orange-gold. Very attractive. 

A faint obverse die crack unites the bases of the final two date numerals 

with die back point of the bust, and from there to the 13di star, then to the 

rim near the star. A reverse crack unites the tops of FIVE D, then crosses the 

field to the bottom of the second A of AMERICA. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, March 20, 1974. 

1236 1882 MS-63. Highly lustrous with attractive rose iridescence. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, April 10, 1973. 

1237 1882-CC AU-58. A lustrous honey gold specimen of a popular 

Carson City issue. Scarce at the AU level. 

Mintmark placement just below center of field, first C over left upright of V, 

second C slightly higher than first C, and over space between V and E. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 16, 1969. 

1238 1882-CC AU-58. A pleasing example despite some faint hair¬ 

lines in the fields. A final example of this issue. 

Same mintmark placement as previous lot. 

A faint die crack unites the bases of the final three date numerals. 

From Rarcoa's ANA sale of August 1970, Lot 1545. 

1239 1882-S MS-64. A lustrous, satiny specimen that readily ap¬ 

proaches the gem category for overall quality and appeal. At¬ 

tractive rose highlights. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 337. 

1240 1882-S MS-63. Iridescent rose highlights on lustrous honev gold 

surfaces. A lovely coin for the grade. 

Pu rchased from Roiue & Brownlee, July 29, 1968. 
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Underrated 1883-CC Half Eagle Underrated 1884-CC $5 Rarity 

1241 1883-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Warm rose iridescence on lustrous or¬ 

ange-gold surfaces. Nicely struck. “Very rare and underrated in 

all grades,” according to David Akers, that statement no doubt 

based on the small mintage for the date of just 12,958 coins. 

Typically seen in grades below EF, the rarity rating soars in AU. 

Again we mention that while larger denomination Carson City 

coins, especially the $20, found their way into export quantities, 

half eagles tended to stay at home. The result is that very few 

coins survive at the AU level for the majority of the issues. 

PCGS Population: 6; 5 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Breen’s “small, roundish” CC mintmark (Breen-6725), centrally placed in 

field. 

From Stack ’s sale of Febniaty 1972, Lot 752. 

Another 1883-CC Half Eagle 

1242 1883-CC AU-53 (PCGS). Medium gold with rich orange gold 

highlights in the recessed areas. Another attractive coin. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of April 1968, Lot 2144. 

Mint State 1883-S $5 

1243 1883-S MS-62 (PCGS). Satiny honey gold surfaces display strong 

cartwheel lustre and attractive rose iridescence. 

Purchased from John Smies,June 9, 1967. 

1244 1883-S AU-58 (PCGS). Intense cartwheel lustre on bright and 

satiny surfaces. Lovely olive overtones. Decidedly choice for the 

grade. 

Choice 1884 Quarter Eagle 

1245 1884 Net MS-60; sharpness, lustre, and appeal of MS-63 or 

finer, but obverse field repairs can be seen near the first three 

stars. 

Pu rchased from N.K.S., Ap ril 10, 1973. 

1246 1884-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Satiny medium gold with strong lustt 

and some prooflike reflectivity in the fields. Some light hairlin 

are present on both sides. Just 16,402 examples of the date we 

coined. David Akers commented: “Very rare and underrated 

all grades,” a statement which is still true today. Moreover, Do 

glas Winter and Lawrence Cutler called this the second rarest 

the Carson City half eagles after 1878, subsidiary only the 183 

CC. A very pleasing piece which will be appreciated by the sp 

cialist and connoisseur. 

Mintmark centrally placed, large or “tall” CC, first C over V, second C ov 

upright of E. 

A raised diagonal die line runs from a point near Liberty’s eye, then acrd 

her cheek to her earlobe. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 103 

1247 1884-CC EF-45. Medium gold with much lustre in the recesse 

areas. Another example of this elusive Carson City variety. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, L 

2145. 

1248 1884-S MS-63. Bright and lustrous with strong eye appeal. 

Purchased from Steve Ivy, April 24, 1974. 

1249 1885-S MS-63. Highly lustrous with satiny surfaces and attractiv 

olive iridescence. Choice for die grade. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, August 22, 1968. 

1250 1885-S MS-63. Satiny and lustrous with lovely rose toning. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bartle Collection, October 1984, Lot 1059. 

1251 1886-S MS-63. Lustrous, satiny surfaces. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 345. 

1252 1886-S MS-63. Bright cartwheel lustre on satiny surfaces. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 18, 1972. 

1253 1888-S MS-60. Warm golden orange surfaces show muted ros 

lustre. Fairly scarce in Mint State. 

Purchased from Dan Brown, December 5, 1967. 
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Superb Gem 1889 Half Eagle 

Finest Certified by PCGS 

54 1889 MS-67 (PCGS). A satiny golden gem of impeccable quality 

and extraordinary appeal. Only 7,520 business strikes of the 

date were produced. These were routinely put into circulation, 

where nearly all acquired extensive wear. In fact, a dramatic in¬ 

dication of the present day elusive quality of this piece in Mint 

State is that the next finest grade certified by PCGS is far lower, 

only MS-63! In this particular year, the few collectors who de¬ 

sired an example of this date simply purchased Proofs. As a re¬ 

sult, the present MS-67 piece is a formidable rarity, with not the 

slightest bit of competition in sight! 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, November 3, 1971. 

:55 1890-CC AU-58. Lustrous golden orange surfaces. Fairly scarce 

in high grades, yet quite affordable. Only 53,800 examples of 

the date were struck. 

Same CC mintmark as found in Lot 1246. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, July 21, 1967. 

Prooflike 1891 Half Eagle 

>56 1891 MS-64 (PCGS). A satiny specimen with lovely rose high¬ 

lights on warm honey gold surfaces. Moderately reflective fields 

and lightly frosted devices. 

Purchased from Steve Ivy, December 19, 1975. 

>57 1891-CC MS-62. A lustrous and satiny specimen with the overall 

appeal of a higher grade. A popular date in a highly collectible 

grade. If you have wished to add a Carson City half eagle to your 

type set, the 1891-CC, one of the very few issues regularly seen 

at this level, affords the opportunity you have been seeking. 

Same CC mintmark as found in Lot 1246. 

Purchased from Charles Vice, September 1973. 

258 1892-CC AU-58. From our sale of the Norweb Collection. 

Plenty of lustre remains on orange-gold surfaces. 

Large CC mintmark, first C mainly over left upright of V, second C higher 

than first C, and chiefly over upright of E. 

From our sale of the Norweb Collection, Part /, October 198/, Lot 

931; ex New Netherlands Coin Compa ny's sale of the Peake Collection, 

June 1955, Lot 403. 

1259 1892-0 AU-55. Bright yellow gold with strong lustre and grand 

eye appeal. A rarity from our southernmost mint, especially in 

AU. Only 10,000 examples of the date were coined, a mintage 

figure that is tied with that of 1856-0 for the lowest production 

figure of any Liberty half eagle from the Newr Orleans facility. 

The first half eagle coinage from New Orleans since the 1857-0 

rarity, and desirable as such. 

Purchased from Arnold Rosing, June 28, 1967. 

1260 1893 MS-64. Satiny iridescent rose surfaces. A scratch is noted 

near the date, otherwise choice for the grade. 

Purchased from N.K.S., November 7, 1968. 

Mint State 1893-CC $5 

Condition Census 

1261 1893-CC MS-64 (PCGS). Lustrous, satiny, and definitely choice 

for the grade. Attractive olive iridescence graces the obverse; 

the reverse shows lively violet toning at the rim. Nicely struck. 

One of 60,000 examples of the date struck during the final year 

of coinage operations in Carson City. A prized rarity in Mint 

State. Several dozen 1893-CC half eagles are believed to exist in 

Mint State, but with relatively few exceptions these are clustered 

around the MS-60 and MS-61 categories, with some probably 

more properly being AU-58. The currently offered MS-62 coin 

is very important, as is evidenced by the fact that only four finer 

pieces have ever been certified by PCGS. Douglas \\ inter gives 

the date just a Rarity-4 rating in Mint State, although that rating 

increases considerably at the assigned grade and higher levels. 

In 1893 Augustus G. Heaton commented in his Mint Marks 

treatise that alert collectors would be well advised to purchased 

current Carson City coins, such being readily available at face 

value. Apparently, few if any individuals heeded his advice. So 

far as we know, not more than two or three numismatists took 

notice of these coins during the year of issue. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 
Lu ge CC mintmark tilted upward to right. First C close to talons, centered 

between 1 and V, second C equally close to feather, centered over right up¬ 

right of V. 

A network of faint obverse die cracks connects many of the stat s and the 

date. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, August 12, 1969. 

1262 1893-CC AU-55. A lustrous specimen from the final year of New 

Orleans Mint coinage operations. 

Mintmark identical to Lot 1261. 

From Stack’s sale of the MiUs Collection, October 1968, Lot *>45. 
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Uncirculated 1893-0 $5 

1263 1893-0 MS-62. Lustrous honey gold surfaces. A popular date. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 543. 

1264 1894-0 AU-58. Much mint lustre is seen. The final Liberty Head 

half eagle issue from the New Orleans Mint. 

The next half eagle to be struck in New Orleans was the 1909-0 Indian half 

eagle, a date that was the swan song for the facility, which struck no more 

coins of any denomination after that year. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, June 14, 1967. 

1265 1894-0 AU-53. Highly lustrous. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s sale of November 1972, Lot 1190. 

1266 1895 MS-63. Impressive rose iridescence graces satiny surfaces. 

A particularly choice specimen of a Mint State coin. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, October 5, 1971. 

1267 1895-S AU-58. Light olive highlights on lustrous, satiny surfaces. 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 550. 

1268 1896 MS-63. Highly lustrous with lively rose iridescence on both 

sides. Much scarcer in choice Mint State than is generally real¬ 

ized. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1970, Lot 278. 

1269 1896-S AU-58. Lustrous with olive highlights. Fairly scarce at the 

AU level or finer. 

Purchased from Robert Johnson, August 8, 1967. 

Choice Mint State 1897 $5 

1270 1897 MS-64. Satiny surfaces display warm olive toning. A lus¬ 

trous and attractive coin, a date that is actually quite scarce in 

choice Mint State. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2015. 

Delightful 1897-S $5 

The Norweb Specimen 

1271 1897-S MS-63 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with rose highlights 

satiny surfaces. One of the nicest we have handled. Wh 

1897-S exists readily enough in lower grades, at the MS-63 let! 

it is particularly desirable. The addition of the Norweb Colli 

tion pedigree and that of King Farouk can be considered a 1 

nus, the icing on the cake. 

From our sale of the Norweb Collection, Part 1, October 1987, i 

947; ex King Farouk of Egypt Collection, 1954, Lot 261. 

1272 1898 MS-63. A bright and lustrous specimen. Frosty motifs ai 

moderately reflective fields surrender a pleasing cameo contn 

on the obverse; the reverse is satiny. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, October 28, 1971. 

1273 1899 MS-63. Intense cartwheel lustre on satiny surfaces. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, November 7, 1968. 

Choice Mint State 1899-S $5 

1274 1899-S MS-64. A satiny specimen with bold cartwheel lustre ai 

exquisite eye appeal. Especially choice for the grade, and scar 

so fine. 

From Stack's sale of the Heim Collection, June 1972, Lot 875. 

1275 1900 MS-63. Highly lustrous with lovely rose toning highlight 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, April 10, 1973. 

1276 1901 Proof-58 (PCGS). Reflective golden fields show some ha 

lines and evidence of mishandling, but the overall appearance 

quite fine for the assigned grade. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 563. 

1277 1901-S MS-64. Satiny yellow gold surfaces exhibit much cai 

wheel lustre. Scarce so fine. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, October 5, 1971. 

314 150WERS AND MEREP 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

>78 1902 MS-63. Strong lustre on satiny surfaces. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 566. 

>79 1902-S MS-64. A bright orange-gold specimen with strong lustre 

and a generous quotient of eye appeal. 

Pro chased from Stanley Kesselman, August 30, 1971. 

Gem Mint State 1903-S $5 

280 1903-S MS-65 (PCGS). A highly lustrous specimen with warm 

olive overtones. Sharply struck. 

A fine die crack runs from the first obverse star to the point of Liberty's 

bust. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, September 19, 1973. 

281 1903-S MS-64. Another pleasing Mint State example of the 

date. Lustrous. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1970, Lot 289. 

282 1903-S MS-63. Lustrous butterscotch surfaces. A lovely example 

of the date and grade. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, April 28, 1972. 

283 1904 MS-63. Lustrous with intimations of warm olive irides¬ 

cence. 
From Stack’s sale of the Heim Collection, June 1972, Lot 880. 

Incredible 1904-S Half Eagle 

20th-Century Gold Classic! 

(2X photo) 

1284 1904-S MS-67 (PCGS). Intense cartwheel lustre and rich rose iri¬ 

descence glow upon the satiny gem surfaces of this impressive 

half eagle. The 1904-S is a major rarity at any Uncirculated 

level—even MS-60 or MS-61—despite 97,000 having been 

minted. With regard to the MS-67 level, this is a dream coin, al¬ 

most in an illusion, but actually a reality. It is certainly far and 

away the finest example ever certified by PCGS and far and 

away the finest we have ever seen. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

In our February 1976 catalogue of the Montgomery Collection, Lot 2181, 

reads as follows: “The rarity of 1904-S was first pointed out by John Jay Ford, 

Jr., in New Netherlands Coin Co. catalogues in the 1950s. Since that time 

we’ve kept a weather eye out for top-grade 1904-S half eagles and have seen 

very, very few. We have not handled even a single piece which equals the 

present lot. The Scott Encyclopedia ofU.S. Coins notes that the 1904-S is 'rare in 

Uncirculated grade,’ which apparently, if anything, is an understatement. 

Funny how those comments still ring true after 23 years. 

Today in 1999 the preceding statement is still true, except that in 1999 gold 

coins are more popular than any time in numismatic history. 

From our sale of the Montgomery Collection, February 1976, Lot 

2181. 

Gem Uncirculated 1905 $5 

1285 1905 MS-65 (PCGS). A satiny golden gem with lovelv rose over¬ 

tones. Sharply struck and aesthetically appealing. Always desir¬ 

able when so finely preserved. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 573. 
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Superb Gem Mint State 1906 $5 

1286 1906 MS-66 (PCGS). A highly lustrous specimen with satiny sur¬ 

faces and rose toning highlights. Sharply struck. 

From Stack's sale of the Heim Collection, June 1972, Lot 882. 

1287 1906-D MS-64. A satiny and lustrous half eagle with somewhat 

prooflike fields. A splash of olive adds immeasurably to the 

overall beauty of the piece. Choice for the grade. 

1906 was the first year the Denver Mint produced coins. The source of gold 

bullion included the Cripple Creek Gold District about 75 miles to the south¬ 

west of Denver, which at that time was in its glory years, the entire area having 

fairly close to 100,000 population. Years later, in the 1960s, the population 

had slumped to below 1,000. More recently, gambling has been legalized in 

Cripple Creek, and although we have not kept track of the population figures, 

we wouldn’t be surprised if it was in the multiple thousands. Gold is again 

being-produced in Cripple Creek, not necessarily from mines, but from the 

pockets of tourists. 

Purchased from Numismatics, Inc., February 5, 1974. 

Gorgeous 1906-S $5 

1288 1906-S MS-64. Lustrous honey gold with hints of deeper orange- 

gold and violet. A satiny beauty with aesthetic and physical 

qualities that approach the gem category. Scarce so fine. A 

lovely example of the “earthquake year.” 

From Paramount's Auction '85 sale, July 1985, Lot 1443. 

Gem Uncirculated 1908 Liberty $5 

Final Year of the Design Type 

1291 1908 Liberty. MS-65 (PCGS). A glittering satiny gem wi 

strong lustre and attractive rose highlights. A splendid special' 

of the final year of this issue. 

The use of the Liberty Head design on the half eagle was anachronistic* 

by this year the related motif was discontinued for the quarter eagle, eapi 

and double eagle. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 24, 1971. 

1292 1908 Indian. MS-63. A satiny yellow gold specimen with stro 

eye appeal. Scarce in choice Llncirculated. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 18, 1972. 

Desirable Indian Half Eagle Selection 

1293 Quality starter set of Indian half eagles, mostly differe 

dates: ☆ 1908-D AU-58 ☆ 1909-D MS-62 ☆ 1910 MS-62 ☆ 191 

D MS-60 ☆ 1912 MS-62 ☆ 1914 AU-58 ☆ 1914-D MS-62 ☆ 191 

S AU-55 ☆ 1915-S AU-55 ☆ 1916-S MS-60 ☆ 1916-S AU-50. Me 

are brilliant and all have pleasing original mint lustre. Nice qu 

ity overall. (Total: 11 pieces) 

Harry Bass was not a fan of Indian Head half eagles, as they did not inclu 

the variations in date punches that characterize the Liberty Head series. Th 

he collected them more or less casually—not too casually, for the subseque 

listings include some very impressive pieces. However, we cannot but wonc 

what it would include had he considered these to have been a prime special 

The present lot gives a running start on this interesting series and is higl 

recommended. 

1289 1907 MS-64. Highly lustrous honey gold surfaces. A nuance of 

olive iridescence graces both sides. 

From New Netherlands Coin Co. 's sale, No. 61, June 1970, Lot 476. 

1290 1907-D MS-63. Satiny honey gold surfaces show a high degree of 

lustre. The second and final Liberty half eagle issue from the 

Denver Mint. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 384. 
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Gem Uncirculated 1908-S Indian $5 

Popular Low-Mintage Date 

(2X photo) 

4 1908-S MS-65 (PCGS). Satiny surfaces display a high degree of 

cartwheel lustre. A blazer, with all the attributes of a finer grade. 

A scarce and desirable San Francisco issue from the first year of 

the design type. While a handful of gem specimens of this date 

exist, the example offered here must certainly be among the fin¬ 

est known at the assigned grade. 

The 1908-S is one ofjust three dates of the design type with a mintage figure 

that dips below 100,000 pieces, in this case 82,000 coins. 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s sale of September 1971, Lot 1086. 

Choice Mint State 1909-S $5 

1296 1909-S MS-64 (PCGS). Satiny and lustrous with traces of olive in 

the fields. A lovely coin that handily approaches gem quality. 

The 1909-S is typically found in VF or EF and is quite rare at any 

Mint State level, this despite a generous mintage of 297,700 

pieces. A delightful specimen in all respects. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg May 19, 1972. 

1297 1911 MS-63. Satiny olive-gold surfaces. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 18, 1972. 

Uncirculated 1911-D $5 Rarity 

Important 1909-0 Half Eagle 

Final New Orleans Mint Issue 

•5 1909-0 AU-58 (PCGS). Satiny golden surfaces with a hint of 

rose iridescence. A nice coin, free of major marks and appealing 

to the eye. A desirable low-mintage date; only 34,200 examples 

of the date were struck, the lowest production figure of the de¬ 

sign type. Popular in all grades due to its low mintage and its sta¬ 

tus as the final gold issue from New Orleans. 

Purchased from Don Wallingford, September 23, 1972. 

1298 1911-D MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous golden surfaces with rich rose 

iridescence. From a mintage for the date of 72,500 pieces, the 

second lowest of the design type. A decidedly rare variety in 

Mint State. 

Purchased from Don Wallingford, September 23, 1972. 

Choice Mint State 1911-S $5 

1299 1911-S MS-63 (PCGS). Satiny and lustrous with rich rose irides¬ 

cence. Quite scarce in Mint State despite a generous mintage of 

more than 1.4 million pieces. 

Purchased from Don Wallingford, September 23, 1972. 
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Uncirculated 1912-S Half Eagle 

(2X photo) 

1300 1912-S MS-64 (PCGS). A bright and lustrous specimen with 

some aesthetic claims to a finer grade. Lively rose iridescence 

graces both sides. A rare variety in choice Mint State, one that is 

seldom found finer than the grade assigned here. 

PCGS Population: 15; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Purchased from Don Wallingford, September 23, 1972. 

Choice Mint State 1915 $5 

Newly Discovered Variety 

Doubled Die Reverse 

1302 1915 Doubled Die Reverse. MS-63. Satiny yellow gold with 

blush of olive. Reverse doubling is noted in the peripheral le 

ends, strongest at RICA and FIVE DOLLARS. Incredib 

enough, this new variety was nett discovered by Harry Bass, a! 

though we’re certain he would have noted it eventually, butU 

John Pack of our staff. 

This new variety, first noticed byjohn Pack, is quite impressive when views 

under low magnification. As noted above, the peripheral reverse legends aj 

doubled in nearly all areas, some places stronger than others. For instanci 

the P in PLURIBUS is boldly doubled, complete with notches at the serif" 

while the L is only slightly doubled, and with no doubling at all on the otho 

letters of that word. Varying degrees of doubling also show at UNITE 

STATF.S OF AMERICA, with the doubling there most distinct at OF am 

ERICA. Additional doubling is seen at the final T in TRUST. The denomin 

tion, FIVE DOLLARS, is one of the areas where the doubling is particular' 

prominent, leaving no doubt that this is a doubled die reverse, and not ju 

the result of die ejection doubling. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 18, 1972. 

Uncirculated 1913-S $5 

1301 1913-S MS-62 (PCGS). Strong lustre on satiny surfaces. Pleasant 

rose highlights. Choice for the grade. Another popular San 

Francisco issue that is rare in Mint State. 

Purchased from Don Wallingford, September 23, 1972. 
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agles 1795 Onward 
The Bass Collection $10 Gold Eagles 

A Notable Offering 

)ur offering of gold $10 eagles includes important issues of 

early years, after which business strikes from 1838 onward 

a Proofs from the 1860s onward are showcased, the Proofs 

presenting the finest Harry W. Bass, Jr., could locate in over 

ee decades of collecting. Although our Part III sale will 

nvcase business strikes in the Liberty Head series, the 

sent offering brings to market some of the highest quality 

ns to cross the auction block in our generation. Harry Bass’ 

mary interest in the series ended with the last year of the 

erty Head and first year of the Saint-Gaudens coins in 1907. 

s 1908 and later Indian Head coins, which offered no varia- 

is in date logotype locations, were acquired only casually. 

Numismatic Notes 
fold eagles were made in six major design types, or even 

re if star positions are noted among the earlier issues and 

portrait variations of 1838-9 are added. No coins of the 

lomination were struck from 1805 to 1837 inclusive. Thus, 

tain Capped Bust and Classic Head issues found in the 

50 and $5 series have no counterparts among eagles. The 

ndard type divisions, as widely collected today, are given 

ow, along with commentaries. 

Coinage was at the Philadelphia Mint for the early years, 

15-1804. For Liberty Head issues 1839-1907 certain pieces 

re struck at the New Orleans, San Francisco, and Carson 

y mints. Beginning in 1906, the Denver Mint also produced 

ns. The Charlotte and Dahlonega mints, although their 

tput was limited to gold issues, never coins pieces above the 

denomination. 

Type I 

1795-1797 Capped Bust to Right, Small Eagle 

pagles or $10 gold coins, the largest United States denomi- 

jtion authorized under the Mint Act of April 2, 1792, were 

t struck until 1795. A delay was caused until the chief coiner 

d assayer were able to post the high bonds, now somewhat 

luced, required of them before striking precious metals. 

fhe first gold coins struck were $5 half eagles, made in July 

95. The $10 eagle coinage followed soon thereafter. The 

pt $10 gold piece struck at the Philadelphia Mint was ple¬ 

ated by Director Henry William de Saussure to President 

■orge Washington, by whom he had been appointed to the 

ice as second director of the Mint (following Rittenhouse). 

fhe design of the first eagle issue is similar to that of the con- 

nporary half eagle and is also by Robert Scot. On the obverse 

ss Liberty is shown wearing a cloth cap, facing light, with stars 

the left and right. The reverse, copied from the design of an 

cient cameo, depicts an eagle perched on a palm branch hold- 

' a wreath aloft in its beak. The inscription UNITED STATES 

K AMERICA surrounds. There is no indication of denomina¬ 

tion or value on this or the subsequent eagle type. During this 

era, gold coins of many nations circulated in American com¬ 

merce, and their value was determined by a combination of 

weight and fineness (purity), various conversion charts being 

published from time to time in newspapers and journals. 

Eagles made their first appearance in circulation toward the 

end of 1795. As nearly all extant specimens show signs of wear, 

it is evident that such pieces saw extensive use in commerce. 

With a total mintage of an estimated 13,344 pieces, eagles of 

this design type are rare today, and each and ever)' variety is con¬ 

sidered to be a numismatic prize. With some searching, attractive 

Very Fine to AU coins can be located. At infrequent intervals 

Uncirculated pieces appear on the market, usually when great 

collections are dispersed. Such coins are apt to have prooflike 

surfaces, a situation especially true of the first year of issue, 1795. 

Type II 

1798-1804 Capped Bust to Right, Heraldic Eagle 

Beginning with coins dated 1797, the Heraldic Eagle reverse 

(first ushd in the gold series on the 1796 $2.50, although an 

anachronistic $5 of 1795 must be mentioned) was mated to the 

obverse style used earlier. In keeping with silver and other gold 

denominations of the 1800 period, the reverse, adapted from 

the Great Seal of the United States, depicts an eagle with a 

shield on its breast, holding in its talons a bundle of arrows and 

an olive branch and in its beak a ribbon inscribed E 

PLLIRIBLJS UNUM. A galaxy of stars and an arc of clouds is 

above. The inscription UNITED STATES OF AMERICA sur¬ 

rounds. There is no mark of denomination or value. 

The obverse remained the same as the 1795-1797 style, ex¬ 

cept that the star configuration varies on certain issues. For 

example, the 1798/7, an overdate, exists with nine stars left 

and four right and also with seven stars left and six right. No 

eagles were struck after 1804, as it was felt that because of ris¬ 

ing bullion prices the pieces would be melted or exported as 

soon as they were produced. For all $10 gold coins with the 

Heraldic Eagle reverse, business strike mintage totaled an es¬ 

timated 119,248 pieces. It seems that many if not most pieces 

either were melted by bullion speculators in the early 19th cen¬ 

tury, or were shipped overseas, primarily to Europe, where 

they met a similar fate. The Treasury Department realized that 

continuing coinage of $10 coins would be an exercise in futil¬ 

ity, and for this reason coinage was halted in 1804. 

The type set collector seeking a representative coin of the 

era will find that issues of 1799, 1800, 1801, or 1803 will be the 

most likely candidates. Examples are typically found in Very 

Fine to AU condition. Uncirculated pieces are rare. Mint State 

coins have frosty surfaces, unlike the prooflike surfaces of the 

$10 coins of the mid-1790s. 

Type III 

1839-1866 Coronet Head, No Motto 

Christian Gobrecht’s Coronet style, also called the 1 ibertx 

1 lead or Braided Hair motif, was used on the eagle beginning 
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in 1838, two years earlier than on the quarter eagle and one 

year before the style was used on the half eagle. This followed 

a lapse of coinage of the denomination since 1804. 

The obverse depicts a female head, nicknamed Miss Liberty 

by numismatists, facing left, her hair in a bun secured by a 

string of beads, wearing a coronet inscribed LIBERTY. Stars 

surround, and the date is below. 

The reverse shows an eagle with a shield on its breast, 

perched on an olive branch, holding three arrows. The in¬ 

scription UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, TEN D. sur¬ 

rounds. The Liberty head used in 1838 and early 1839 is 

slightly differently styled than that used later in 1839, con¬ 

tinuing to the end of the series. The most prominent differ¬ 

ence can be noted in the shape of the neck truncation and its 

relation to stars and the date. 

Throughout the Liberty Head series 1838-1907, mintages 

were continuous at the Philadelphia Mint. A number of scarce 

Philadelphia issues occur in the span, 1858 in particular is 

considered to be rare, and most issues of the 1860s were pro¬ 

duced in low numbers. In addition, pieces were produced at 

New Orleans and San Francisco. 

Total business strike mintage of the 1838-1866 type is esti¬ 

mated at 5,292,499, while about 400 Proofs were minted for 

collectors. 

For type set purposes the numismatist can readily obtain an 

example of one of the more plentiful dates in grades of Very 

Fine or Extremely Fine. AU pieces are scarcer, and Uncircu¬ 

lated pieces are quite scarce. Superb Uncirculated coins are 

seldom seen or encountered and are apt to come on the mar¬ 

ket only when great collections are marketed. Proofs were 

minted at Philadelphia and in all instances are rare. 

Type IV 

1866-1907 Coronet Head, With Motto 

In 1866 the motto IN GOD WE TRUST was added to the 

reverse of the eagle. Imprinted on a scroll or ribbon, the motto 

was employed from that time through 1907. Otherwise the 

Liberty Head obverse and perched eagle reverse are the same 

as employed earlier. 

Production was continuous at the Philadelphia Mint during 

this span and nearly continuous at San Francisco. Beginning 

in 1870, examples were struck at the Carson City Mint. New 

Orleans coins were produced from 1879 through 1883 and 

again in several later years. Coins were struck at Denver in 

1906 and 1907. 

Business strike mintage for the period totaled 37,391,767, 

while Proofs were made to the extent of 2,327 pieces. 

In seeking a single coin from Very Fine to AU to illustrate 

the design the type set collector will have a wide choice of 

specimens. Examples are not rare. Uncirculated pieces are 

readily encountered of dates toward the end of the type, often 

from overseas bank hoards. Superb Uncirculated pieces are 

very elusive, this being especially true of any date prior to the 

1890s. Proofs are occasionally available, but all are rare. As a 

denomination, Proof $10 coins seem to be harder to find tH 

are $1, $2.50, $3, $5, or $20 Proof issues. 

Type V 

1907 Indian Head, No Motto 

Following the limited coinage of two varieties of experini 

tal pieces, with periods before and after the legends on i 

reverse, business strikes of the 1907-1908 issue were produoi 

for circulation. The designer was Augustus Saint-Gaude* 

America’s best known sculptor of the era. The same artist ai 

created the new $20 coins of 1907. 

The obverse depicts Miss Liberty wearing an Indian he; 

dress inscribed LIBERTY on a band, 13 stars are in an ; 

above, and the date is below. 

The reverse depicts a perched eagle with UNITED STAT 

OF AMERICA above, the motto E PLURIBUS UNUM to t 

right, and the denomination expressed as TEN DOLLAR 

below. As President Roosevelt personally objected to the i 

of the name of the Deity on coins, the Indian issues of 19 

and certain issues of 1908 lack IN GOD WE TRUST. Coina 

of the type was effected at Philadelphia in 1907 and 1908 ai 

also in Denver the latter year. Business strike mintage for t 

type totaled 483,448. 

Specimens are readily available in grades from Extreme 

Fine to AU. Uncirculated pieces are seen with some regulari 

but superb Uncirculated coins are decidedly rare. 

Type VI 

1908-1933 Indian Head, With Motto 

In 1908 Saint-Gaudens’ Indian Head design was modifi* 

on the reverse by the addition of IN COD WE TRUST in tl 

field at the center right. The motto, restored by a special a 

of Congress, remained in effect through the end of the seri 

in 1933. Otherwise the Indian Head obverse and perch< 

eagle reverse motif remained unchanged. The edges of issu 

1908-1911 have 46 raised stars, while those minted from 19 

onward have 48 raised stars, reflecting an increased numb 

of states in the Union. Most collectors have ignored the st 

count difference, and consider all 1908-1933 coins to be 

the same basic design. 

Mintage was intense and continuous from 1908 throuj 

1916, after which no examples were made until 1920-S, f< 

lowed by a gap until the 1926 Philadelphia issue, with the ne 

being 1930-S, then 1932 and 1933. Business strike mintage f 

the type totaled 14,385,139, while 768 Proofs were made, tl 

latter being of the Matte and Roman Finish formats. 

The numismatist seeking an example of the 1908-1933 ty] 

will have no difficulty locating one of the more plentiful dat 

in Extremely Fine to AU grade. Choice Uncirculated piec 

range from very scarce to extremely rare, with the exceptit 

of 1926 and in particular 1932. In general, much of the mil 

age from 1908 through 1916 was used extensively in bank 

bank transactions and overseas, with the result that most 

these seen today show signs of wear. 
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Collecting Considerations 
Similar to the situation for $5 and $20 coins, $10 gold eagles 

re not widely collected by numismatists until the 1930s. In 

13, in his Mint Marks monograph, Heaton stated that he was 

t aware of a single numismatist who collected these large de- 

minations by mintmark varieties. The situation did not 

<mge appreciably by 1909, when Edgar H. Adams published 

ams Official Premium List of United States Private and Territo- 

i Gold Coins. For example, Carson City rarities, so much ap- 

xiated by a later generation of numismatists, had no pre- 

nm value at the time. 

iimilarly, while it seems that perhaps a few collectors ac¬ 

hed Proofs from the Mint from the 1860s onward, these 

1 very little after-market value. By the turn of the 20,h cen- 

|y, a collector with a run of Proofs from the 1880s and 1890s 

ght well find it more expedient to place them into circula- 

n, as the numismatic value was only slightly over face value. 

Alien a surge of numismatic interest developed for large-cle- 

mination gold coins in the 1930s, following the government 

all of gold from the public, the $10 denomination was not 

as enthusiastically collected as were the other denominations. 

In time, $10 pieces came to be appreciated—as they are today- 

hut it was learned that many issues, once available, were now 

lost. It is the case that many if not most $10 coins of the 1840s 

through the 1870s are prime rarities in Mint State, although 

some are readily found in worn grades such as Very fine. At 

the present time, the formation of a line cabinet of Liberty 

Head $10 gold coins 1838-1907 is one of the greatest chal¬ 

lenges in numismatics. The series also has the advantage that 

there are no “impossible” rarities. Each and every date and 

mintmark is highly collectible. The fascinating part is that some 

varieties in grades such as EF and AU are not particularly ex¬ 

pensive, but it may require several years of waiting before one 

comes along. The present Bass Collection offering is remark¬ 

able for the opportunities it offers in this regard. 

Upon close inspection, just about every variety has some¬ 

thing of interest to relate with regard to the dies. Salient points 

are discussed in the notes provided with most of the coin de¬ 

scriptions. 
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Popular 1795 Eagle 
Breen-2 A, Taraszka-2 

(2X photo) 

1303 1795 Breen-6830, Breen-2A, Taraszka-2. Rarity-4. 13 Leaves. 

AU-55"(PCGS). Light greenish gold with reflective surfaces. 

Slightly weak at center of obverse and reverse, as typical, and 

also with minor adjustment marks across the eagle’s body, this 

also being typical for the era. This piece is of impressive and 

very pleasing quality overall. 

Five varieties of 1795 $10 are known, this being second in the 

emission order. The reverse die was earlier used for the Breen- 

1A die marriage and the obverse die was later used for the fa¬ 

mous 1795 Nine Leaves eagle. The 1795 eagle has enduring 

popularity from its status as the first year of the denomination. 

As such, this pleasing coin will be a highly prized addition to 

either a type set or a specialized collection. This example is 

among the top half dozen we have ever offered for sale in any 

public auction. The Eliasberg coin and a specimen we offered 

in September 1995 are the only clearly finer coins. Reviewing 

our public auction sales of the period from 1972 to date, the 

cataloguer (Mark Borckardt) finds that we have offered 64 

eagles of 1795 for sale, just 18 of which were this variety. 

Note: For early gold coins PCGS figures are typically by year or major 

difference, not by technical die varieties. Thus, in virtually all instances the 

population reports are optimistic with regard to a particular die variety; 

examples of a given die variety are rarer. 

A late die state with both obv erse and reverse dies lapped. 

United States Ten Dollar Gold Eagles 1795-1834 by AnthonvJ. Taraszka has 

just been published bv Anton's of Portage, Michigan. As it becomes dis¬ 

tributed, this will take its place as an extremely important contribution to 

the literature of early gold coinage. Each of die 33 die varieties (including 

the 1804 Plain 4 Proof issue) is described, and most importantly, illus¬ 

trated by enlarged photographs. The varieties are presented in the order 

they were actually issued, and die states are discussed along with updated 

rarity ratings. With publication of this reference, there can be no more 

question about attribution of these large, early coins. We were fortunate 

to have early access to a manuscript copy of this reference which provided 

considerable assistance in our presentation of these coins from the Harry 

W. Bass, Jr. Research Foundation. 

Thank you, Tony, for providing access to your most excellent study. For 

those interested in obtaining a copy, we will be happy to assist. But hurry, 

as only 300 copies were printed. 

Purchased from Joe Flynn, Sr. Coin Co.. September 2, 1971. 
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Spectacular 1797 Small Eagle $10 

Rarest Date Among Small Eagle Issues 

04 1797 Breen-6833, B-1A, T-7. Rarity-5. Small Eagle. AU-58 
(PCGS). Brilliant, satiny yellow gold with considerable green¬ 

ish tint. Slightly reflective surfaces with minor abrasions. 

As we discuss in our notes, the 1797 year is seldom found in 

any offering of $10 pieces. Thus, the present coin, combining 

very high grade and notable rarity, will be appreciated by a 

wide audience. Among Small Eagle $10 gold, 1795 is most 

common with several hundred survivors, 1 /96 is next with 

over 100 survivors, and 1797 is rarest with less than 75 known, 

probably actually only 50 to 60 survivors. Interestingly, oui 

survey of coins appearing in our own auctions since 19/2 con¬ 

firms these figures. We have offered the following quantity of 

early eagles for each date: 1795 - 64; 1796 - 21; 1797 - 12. 1 his 

example is the finest we have ever offered, exceeding in quality 

the AU-55 coins we sold in September 1993 and March 1989. 

The reverse die of this variety is the same as was used in 1796 

with all 1797 issues struck between early and late states of 

1796-dated coinage. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-60). 

A die crack from the border below star 16 extends diagonally up to the 

left, almost reaching Liberty's neck. A branch crack just inside the dentils 

extends to end of the drapery. 

We have commented in the past about the relationship of star 1 touch¬ 

ing the date, however, just as unusual is the actual layout of 16 obverse 

stars with 12 along the left border and just four right. A truly unique situ¬ 

ation among early American coinage. 

From Abner Kreisberg’s sale of the Beck Collection, January 

1975, part of Lot 486. This lot was a complete I l-piece date set of 

early eagles, including thus 1797 Small Eagle $ 10 and both variet¬ 

ies of 1798. 
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Attractive 1797 Heraldic Eagle $10 

Another Important Opportunity 

1305 1797 Breen-6834, B-2B, T-8. Rarity-4. Heraldic Eagle. AU-53 
(PCGS). Very light greenish yellow gold with considerable re¬ 

flective lustre. Slightly weak at central obverse, otherwise all 

details are bold. Well centered impression with full obverse 

and reverse borders. 

The present piece will be highly appreciated by the die vari¬ 

ety specialist as well as the type coin collector. Few equivalent 

pieces have ever been offered. 

The obverse has a faint crack from the border vertically through the final 

7. On the reverse, a light crack joins the border at 2:00 to wing tip and an¬ 

other from the border between S and O joins the cloud. 

The emission sequence and relationship of various obverse and reverse 

dies for both 1797- and 1798-dated coinage is clearly delineated in Anthony 

Taraszka's new reference discussed at Lot 1303. 

Three die varieties of 1797 Heraldic Eagle coinage are known, all of ap¬ 

proximately equal rarity. All three varieties share the same obverse die, this 

variety being struck first. The other two varieties of 1797 Heraldic Eagle $10 

gold corns were both struck after the 1798-dated issues, therefore, this is the 

only true 1797 eagle. Since both 1798 varieties use a reverse die also used for 

the second 1797 issue, and all known 1798 coins are in an earlier die state, 

we can be certain of the emission order. 

From Abner Kreisberg’s sale of the Beck Collection, January 1975, 

Lot 495. 

Rare 1799 $10 Variety 

Breen-2A, Taraszka-14 

Important 1799 Eagle Rarity 

Breen-2 A, Taraszka-14 

Duplicate Offering 

1307 1799 Breen-6838, B-2A, T-14. Rarity-6. Small Reverse Star 
AU-53 (PCGS). Brilliant greenish gold with considerable lusti 

remaining. The surfaces are surprisingly choice for the grad: 

A true example of quality. Sharply struck although not per 

fectly centered, the obverse border is wider and deeper ; 

12:00. A duplicate offering of this very rare variety. 

The obverse has a heavy die crack from the border through the left side . 

L and into the cap. Two heavy die chips occur along this crack. 

From Stack’s sale of November 1974, Lot 567. 

Lovely Mint State 1799 $10 

Unusual Date Layout 

1306 1799 Breen-6838, B-2A, T-14. Rarity-6. Small Reverse Stars. 
MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant orange-gold with frosty lustre and mi¬ 

nor surface marks. Quite sharply struck with nearly complete 

reverse design definition. This is an extremely attractive ex¬ 

ample, one of the very finest known of this rare die combina¬ 

tion. A very rare variety listed as Rarity-6 in the new reference 

on early eagles, written by Anthony Taraszka. In a survey of 

our public auction sales from 1972 to date, we found only six 

appearances of this die variety, one AU-55, another AU-50, the 

balance EF-40 or EF-45. An important opportunity for the vari¬ 

ety specialist, this example is probably one of the very finest 

known. 

Cracked from rim through left serifs of L to the cap. A faint reverse crack 

crosses the eagle’s tail. 

Purchased from Rowe and Brownlee, October 18, 1966. 

1308 1799 Breen-6840, B-4E, T-19. Rarity-3. Irregular Date. MS-61 
(PCGS). Attractive greenish yellow gold with frosty lustre am 

only a few minor abrasions. An important opportunity for tb 

date or type collector. 

This variety is one of the more available early eagles. Of 3! 

total varieties struck from 1795 to 1804, just four are ratet 

more common than Rarity-4. One is dated 1795, this and an 

other are 1799, and the fourth is 1801. It is our opinion tha 

this is the third most plentiful variety in Mint State. Of course 

as we have often stated, the word “plentiful” as it is applied t( 

these early gold coins is relative, as a similar number of Min 

State Morgan dollars, or Liberty double eagles, would be clas 

sifted as a highly important rarity. 

Early die state with tiny rim breaks over stars 1 and 2. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, April 13, 1972. 
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Mint State 1799 $10 

09 1799 Breen-6840, B-4E, T-19. Rarity-3. Irregular Date. MS- 
61 (PCGS). Brilliant and satiny greenish gold lustre with a 

few marks here and there, taken care of, of course, by the nu¬ 

merical grade designation. A few other very minor surface 

marks are noted. A duplicate Mint State offering of this vari¬ 

ety, representing another opportunity for the date or type 

collector. Certainly the specialist desiring an attractive Mint 

State example of this variety should also consider this lot very 

carefully. As a class. Mint State early eagles are very difficult 

to locate. 

This is a late die state with rim breaks in the dentils over stars 1 and 2, and 

over stars 7 and 8. A short crack extends from the edge to star 8, another 

from edge to E and the forelock, and another through TY to stars 9 and 10. 

Cracked through most stars on left. The reverse has clash marks in the 

shield and a short crack from border to third feather on left. 

Additional early eagles are scheduled to be offered in Part III of the Harry 

W. Bass, Jr. Collection. When making the division for these sales, we had 

two choices. We could offer all early coins of a given denomination in one 

or the other sales, or we could split these coins between both sales. Of 

course, there are pros and cons to either scenario. Our decision was to 

showcase nice coins from each of the denominations so that between the 

present Part II offering and our forthcoming Part III offering, collectors 

and specialists can recover or augment their bank accounts and bid again 

with enthusiasm for pieces within their chosen interest. 

Purchased by Harry W. Bass, Jr., February 1, 1974. No further 

pedigree noted. 

Desirable 1800 Eagle 

Late Die State 

110 1800 Breen-6842, B-1A, T-23. Rarity-4. AU-55 (PCGS). Bril¬ 

liant greenish gold with nearly complete lustre. Very sharply 

struck with considerable aesthetic appeal. This is the only die 

variety of the date. The reverse die was reused in 1801 with 

this example, from a late die state, being struck after the 1801 

issues. Although not as common as the 1799-dated issues just 

offered, this is a plentiful issue with a number of higher quality 

examples known. Of course, in an absolute sense all 1800-dated 

$10 pieces are rare. Indeed, in the past, this 1800-dated issue 

has been catalogued as a rare issue, perhaps because it is the 

only variety known for the year. 

For this year the population is absolute, as there is only one die variety 

(see our PCGS notes under Lot 1.303). 

Star 7 on the obverse is sharply double punched. 

Extensive obverse and reverse cracks. The obverse has a crack from the 

border left of L through (he cap. Another crack from the border right of B 

branches left and right through the tops of LIBERTY and stars 9 and 10. Die 

crumbling on the obverse border at 3:00. Several light reverse cracks includ¬ 

ing a die crack from the border at 5:30 vertically right of the eagle s tail. I his 

crack occurs only in late die states after the 1801 Breen-1A variety was pro¬ 

duced. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, September 29, 1972. 

Choice Mint State 1801 Eagle 

Attractive Prooflike Cameo 

A Landmark Coin! 

(2X photo) 

1311 1801 Breen-6843, B-2B, T-25. Rarity-3. MS-64 (PCGS). A won¬ 

derfully attractive example in bright yellow gold with deeply 

reflective obverse and reverse, with vertical striae present. 

Although this is the most available early eagle variety, and al¬ 

though additional Mint State specimens are known, very few 

can match the Bass Collection specimen either for technical 

quality or aesthetic appeal. A truly wonderful example that was 

certainly minted with special care. 

Perfect obverse and reverse dies. 

From Rarcoa, February 3, 1973. 
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Rare 1801 Die Marriage 

Breen-1 A, Taraszka-24 

1312 1801 Breen-6843, B-1A, T-24. Rarity-5. AU-58 (PCGS). Deep 

yellow gold lustre with a trace of attractive orange toning. 

Sharply struck. Minor surface marks are present on both sides. 

An important opportunity for the specialist. 

The obverse has a curved crack through the right field and a branch up¬ 

ward through the hair, cap, and L. The reverse has minor cracks only, not as 

advanced as on the 1800 offered above. 

Two varieties are known for the eagles of 1801. The Breen-2B marriage is 

the most common die variety of early gold eagles, regardless of date. This 

Breen-IA variety, however, is among the rarer combinations. In all of our 

public auctions since 1972, we have offered 105 eagles of this date. Among 

these, only six were from this die pair. 

Purchased from Ed Janis, Febmary 9, 1970. 

Lustrous 1838 $10 Gold 

First Liberty Head Issue 

Condition Census 

1314 1838 AU-58 (PCGS). A wonderful example of the first Liber 

Head eagle, the rare sub-type used only in 1838 and early 

1839. 

The present specimen is highly lustrous with greenish go 

surfaces and light orange toning, certainly one of the nicest \ 

have ever offered and, for that matter, one of the finest in ei 

istence as the population figures show. Sharp striking of d 

tails adds to the desirability of what is a very important coi 

one that Walter Breen described as “prohibitively rare abos 

EF.” 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

From Abe Kosoff s sate of October 1968, Lot 1631. 

Attractive 1803 Eagle 

Breen-IB, Taraszka-29 

1313 1803 Breen-6844, B-1B, T-29. Rarity-4. Small Reverse Stars. 
AU-55 (PCGS). Very attractive light greenish gold lustre with 

sharp central design details, slightly weak along the borders. 

Slight adjustment marks are located along the reverse border 

opposite the weakest point on the obverse. Minor surface 

marks as expected, although none of these are distracting. Of 

course, any other AU-55 coin in existence would by definition 

have surface marks, so mentioning them may be a waste of 

space. Lightly reflective surfaces. Although listed by Anthony 

Taraszka as Rarity-4, it is our experience that this variety is 

rarer than other early eagles with the same rating. 

Slight die cracks are faintly visible. 

Purchased from Western Numismatics, Ltd., January 9, 1974. 

1839 Type I $10 

“Head of 1838” Large Letters Reverse 

1315 1839 Large Letters Reverse. EF-45. Somewhat prooflike i 

protected areas. What a spectacular coin this must have bee 

when first struck! Bright yellow gold. An outstanding exampi 

of this scarce year and type. 

The obverse style is of the so-called “First Head” which ft 

1838 and early 1839 was differently positioned than on late 

issues, with the portrait of Miss Liberty tilted forward, and th 

front of the neck truncation above the 18 of the date, and th 

right side of the truncation above and slightly to the right ( 

star 13. Apparently this configuration was considered to b 

clumsy or less than artistic, and after being used for a shoi 

time, it was changed in mid-1839. 

The letters on the reverse, called Large in literature actual! 

are fairly small and delicate. However, they are larger tha 

those used on the second type. 

Obverse with “script” style 8, with heavy crossbar from upper left to low 

right, covering curve in the other direction, from upper right to lower lei 

Digit 3 low, and with top as a loop, without ball. 9 curiously repunched 

the right, perhaps over another figure; upper right interior of letter 

straight, not curved. 

On the reverse a crack is seen from the border through OF to the eagle 

wing, to the field below M (AMERICA); another crack connects MERIC 

with the D of the denomination, while yet another crack is seen at the be 

tom, from the border through first U (UNITED) to the arrow tip to tl 

branch end. 

In his Encyclopedia, Walter Breen notes that this early design was conti 

ued through most ofjune 1839, and is “highly prized as an ephemeral type 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg, April 23, 1973. 
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Lustrous 1839 $10 Gold 

Second Head 

*16 1839 Small Letters Reverse. AU-58 (PCGS). A lovely example 

in bright yellow gold. A few very minor marks are visible. An¬ 

other issue that Breen described as “prohibitively rare AU.” 

This example is very sharply struck except for obverse stars, 

and has traces of reflective prooflike surface blended with 

frosty lustre. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Light obverse die cracks through most stars from star 2 to 9. 

From Paramount’s sale of September 1971, Lot 1555. 

*17 1840 AU-50. Pleasing yellow gold surfaces. A very nice ex¬ 

ample of the date and grade. 

The portrait on the obverse is different from the head of 1838 and also 

different from the modified head of 1839, the present style having the coronet 

tip more distant from star 6 than on the modified styles (July-December 

1839). The differences are small but quite noticeable when pieces are laid 

side by side. Date logotype in small letters, probably entered from a four 

digit punch. Spacing wide. 

From the Stack’s sale of the Bartle Collection, October 1984, Lot 

1144. 

318 1840 EF-45. A very nice example of the date and grade. 

From Abe Kosoff s ANA sale, July 1968, Lot 1004. 

319 Pair of Liberty eagles: ☆ 1840 EF-40. A nice example of this 

early date ☆ 1841 EF-45. Some reddish areas at coronet. (To¬ 

tal: 2 pieces) 

320 1841 AU-53. Somewhat prooflike on both sides, with the mir¬ 

ror surfaces being particularly evident in protected areas. 

Light yellow gold. 

Date logotype small with numerals widely spaced. 

Purchased from Stack’s, September 28, 1967. 

321 1841 AU-50. Another nice example of this issue, also some¬ 

what prooflike in protected areas. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of February 1969, Lot 1386. 

Pleasing 1841-0 Eagle 

322 1841-0 AU-53 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. A very pleasing 

specimen of the first New Orleans coinage of the denomina¬ 

tion. “Extremely rare EE, a prohibitively rare AU, unknown 

Uncirculated,” noted Walter Breen in his Encyclopedia. Dou¬ 

glas Winter in New Orleans Mint Gold Coins: 1839-1909, echoed 

the sentiment: “The 1841-0 has the third lowest mintage of 

any eagle struck at the New Orleans Mint. Is one of the true 

rarities from this mint; especially in higher grades. 1 lie vast 

majority of 1841-0 eagles grade Very Fine or lower. 1 his date 

is very rare in Extremely Fine and ol the highest rarity in 

About Uncirculated. No Mint Slate specimens are known to 

exist. At this juncture we can not resist noting that the Guide 

Book blithely prices coins at the MS-60 grade! 

Of the mintage of 2,500 pieces, we estimate that perhaps 10% 

or 250 exist, a small number in relation to the present day popu¬ 

larity of $10 pieces in particular and gold coins in general. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (AU-55 finest). 

All 1841-0 eagles were struck from a single pair of dies. The mintmark is 

fairly prominent and is close to but not touching the arrow' feather. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of July 1967, Lot 340. 

Another Elusive 1841-0 $10 

1323 1841-0 Net VF-35; sharpness of EF-45, slightly granular sur¬ 

faces, possibly seawater surfaces—although its history is not 

known. Bright yellow gold with considerable lustre remaining. 

A highly attractive example of this low-mintage issue. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

2229. 

Important 1842 Small Date $10 

Mint State 

1324 1842 Small Date. MS-62 (PCGS). A wonderful example of this 

rare variety. Sharply struck in bright yellow gold. Moderately 

reflective lustre in the fields is combined with frosty lustre on 

the devices, a lovely cameo. Very few minor abrasions and 

hairlines, with two minute rim nicks on the obverse at 1:00. 

The 1842 is scarce in any form, and it is worth noting that 

Breen commented that it is “prohibitively rare AU.” 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Small date logotype, probably minted after the large date this year, but no 

die-sequence studies have been made (perhaps a progression could be made 

by studying common reverses). Date logotype w'ell spaced. 

On the reverse a prominent crack is seen at border at the left through the 

wing, extending across the bottom of the shield. 

Purchased from Numismatic Enterprises (Steve Kosoff and Mike 

Kliman), November 1971, Lot 412. 

1325 Pair of EF-45 Liberty eagles, both light yellow gold: 1842 

Small Date ☆1842 Large Date. (Total: 2 pieces) 
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Diverse Liberty Head Eagle Grouping 

1326 Diverse offering of early Liberty Head eagles, all different 

dates and mints: ☆ 1842 Small Date. EF-45, seawater surfaces 

☆ 1842-0 VF-20, seawater surfaces and numerous rim bumps 

☆ 1843 Repunched Date. AU-50, seawater surfaces ☆ 1843-0 

EF-40 ☆ 1844-0 EF-40 1845-0 EF-40, seawater surfaces tc 
1847 ALI-50, seawater surfaces ☆ 1847-0 AU-50, seawater sur¬ 

faces ☆ 1850 Large Date. EF-45 ☆ 1851 EF-40 ☆ 1851-0 VF-20, 

strongly cleaned ☆ 1852 EF-45 ☆ 1853 EF-40 ☆ 1853-0 EF-40 

1858-0 VF-35, cleaned. Most with some problems, but an 

interesting lot offering some scarcer early dates and mints. 

(Total: 15 pieces) 

Selection of Liberty Head Eagles 

1327 Selection of early Liberty Head eagles: ☆ 1842 Small Date. 

EF-40 ☆ 1843 EF-40 ☆ 1843-0 EF-40, cleaned ☆ 1847 AU-50, 

seawater etched ☆ 1847-0 AU-50, saltwater surfaces ☆ 1850 

EF-40 ☆ 1852 EF-45 ☆ 1853 EF-40 ☆ 1853-0 EF-40 ☆ 1854 EF- 

40 ☆ 1854-S EF-40 ☆ 1855 EF-45 ☆ 1855-0 Net F-15, heavy re 

verse scratches ☆ 1856 EF-45 ☆ 1856-S VF-35. A great assort¬ 

ment of 15 different dates and mintmarks from the early range 

of the Liberty Head series. What a nice way to start a collec¬ 

tion! (Total: 15 pieces) 

Another Interesting $10 Group 

1328 Offering of Liberty Head eagles: ☆ 1842 Small Date. VF-35 ☆ 
1843-0 VF-35 ☆ 1847-0 ALI-50, saltwater surfaces ☆ 1850 EF- 

40 ☆ 1852 EF-45 ☆ 1853 EF-40 ☆ 1853-0 VF-35 ☆ 1854-S VF- 

35 ☆ 1855 EF-45 ☆ 1856-S VF-20 ☆ 1861 EF-45 ☆ 1874 AU-55 

☆ 1877-S VF-20. An interesting and valuable group. (Total: 13 

pieces) 

Another Group of Liberty Head Eagles 

1329 Selection of Liberty Head eagles offering a nice variety of 
dates and mints: ☆ 1842 Small Date. VF-20, seawater sur¬ 

faces ☆ 1847 EF-40 ☆ 1850 VF-20, cleaned ☆ 1853 VF-35, 

light scratches ☆ 1874 AU-50 ☆ 1879 EE-45 ☆ 1879-S EF-40, 

cleaned ☆ 1880 AU-50 ☆ 1880-S EF-45 ☆ 1881-S AU-58 ☆ 
1882 AU-58 ☆ 1882-S VF-30, cleaned ☆ 1883 AU-58 ☆ 1884 

AU-58 ☆ 1884-S AU-53 ☆ 1885-S EF-45 ☆ 1886 EF-45 ☆ 
1886-S MS-60 ☆ 1887-S AU-58 ☆ 1888 AU-50, lightly 

cleaned. Those without surface problems are generally bril¬ 

liant with nice lustre. (Total: 20 pieces) 

Large Variety of Liberty Head Eagles 

1330 Varied selection of early Liberty Head eagles: ☆ 1842 Large 

Date. EF-40 ☆ 1843 EF-40 ☆ 1843-0 EF-40 ☆ 1844-0 EF-40, 

cleaned ☆ 1844-0 VF-25 ☆ 1845-0 VF-20 ☆ 1847 AU-50, sea¬ 

water surfaces ☆ 1847-0 ALI-50, seawater surfaces ☆ 1850 

Large Date. EF-45 ☆ 1851 EF-40 ☆ 1852 EF-45 ☆ 1853 EF-40 ☆ 
1853-0 EF-40. A nice run of early dates and mints with no du¬ 

plication. (Total: 13 pieces) 

Selection of $10 Gold Pieces 

1331 Large grouping of Liberty Head eagles of various dates ai 

mints: ☆ 1842 Large date. VF-35 ☆ 1847 EF-45 ☆ 1847-0 I. 

45, seawater surfaces ☆ 1850 VF-30 ☆ 1852 VF-35, light c| 

verse scratches ☆ 1855 F'ine-15, planchet laminations. Surfaa 

lightly whizzed ☆ 1874 AU-55 PL ☆ 1878 AU-50 ☆ 1878-S \j 

30, lightly polished ☆ 1879 AU-50 ☆ 1879-S AU-50, ligh. 

cleaned ☆ 1880 AU-55 ☆ 1880-S MS-60 ☆ 1881-0 VF-25 

1881-S MS-60 ☆ 1882 MS-60 ☆ 1882-S EF-45 ☆ 1883 AU-58 

1883-CC VF-20. Some with problems, as noted, but still an 

teresting variety of dates and mints. (Total: 19 pieces) 

Another Fascinating $10 Group 

1332 Grouping of Liberty Head eagles: ☆ 1842 Large Date. VF- 

☆ 1847 EF-45 ☆ 1847-0 AU-50 ☆ 1850 EF-40 ☆ 1852 EF-40 

1853-0 VF'-20 ☆ 1854-S Net VF-20, obverse has been pr 

cessed to conceal marks and abrasions ☆ 1855 EF-40 ☆ 1859 

Net VF-20, polished ☆ 1861 VF-45 ☆ 1874 AU-55 ☆ 1878 A, 

50 ☆ 1879 AU-55 ☆ 1879-S AU-50 ☆ 1880 AU-58 ☆ 1880-S M 

60. A nice selection of date and mintmark issues, some beii 

scarce. (Total: 16 pieces) 

Another Worthwhile $10 Selection 

1333 Selection of Liberty Head eagles: ☆ 1842 Large Date. Net V 

25, heavy scratches at date ☆ 1847 EF-45 ☆ 1850 VF-20 ☆ 185 

VF-20 ☆ 1874 AU-50 ☆ 1879 AU-50 ☆ 1879-S EF-40 ☆ 18f 

AU-53 ☆ 1880-S AU-55 ☆ 1881-S AU-58 ☆ 1882 AU-58 ☆ 188 

S EF-45 ☆ 1883 AU-55 ☆ 1883-S EFMO ☆ 1884 AU-50 ☆ 188 

S AU-55 ☆ 1885 AU-58 ☆ 1885-S MS-60 ☆ 1886 AU-50. An i 

teresting selection of 19 different dates and mints. By purcha 

ing a group lot such as this the intending specialist can get 

running start on a date and mintmark set, each of the nuclei 

coins having the incomparable Bass Collection pedigree. (T 

tal: 19 pieces) 

1334 1842-0 Large Date. AU-53 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. A plea 

ing specimen of this elusive issue. Rarely seen in high grade 

Breen comments: “prohibitively rare AU,” and in this instant 

we do not presume to second guess his opinion. 

PCGS Population: 6; 4 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Date numerals large, as seemingly always for 1842-0. Logotype as on pi 

ceding, with last two digits low. On the reverse a minute crack is seen fro 

the dentil to eagle’s wing at upper left. 

Purchased from Stack's, September 28, 1967. 

1335 A pair of New Orleans eagles: ☆ 1842-0 Large Date. FF-4: 

Light yellow’ gold ☆ 1843-0 Large Date. EF-45. Light yello 

surfaces. (Total: 2 pieces) 

1336 Pair of eagles grading EF-45: ☆ 1842-0 Large Date ☆ 1843-' 

Large Date. Both items display light yellow gold surfaces. (T 

tal: 2 pieces) 

1337 Pair of eagles: ☆ 1842-0 Large Date. EF-40 ☆ 1843-0 EF-4, 

Both pieces are light yellow gold. (Total: 2 pieces) 

Reverse with O mintmark leaning to the left. 

Purchased from Arizona Stamp and Coin Company, April 1 

1968. 

1338 1843 EF-45. Pair of light yellow eagles grading EF-45: ☆ 184 

☆ 1844-0. (Total: 2 pieces) 

Date logotype very slightly low. 

From Paramount, March 30, 1967 to Michael G. Brownlee 

Harry Bass. 
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39 1843-0 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Lustre still remains in pro¬ 

tected areas. Quite scarce in higher grades. 

This is Breen’s “very thin numerals” die, No 6862. The date logotype is 

punched lightly into the working die. 

On the reverse a delicate crack is seen from the upper left to the eagle’s 

wing tip. 

From Paramount’s sale of August 1969, Lot 2074. 

40 1843-0 AU-50. Bright yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike, par¬ 

ticularly on the reverse. 

Obverse date numerals fairly deep into the die. Reverse die and state as 

preceding. 

From Stack's sale of the Shapero sale, October 1971, Lot 1084. 

41 1843-0 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike in pro¬ 

tected areas. 

Obverse with date logotype punched fairly lightly into the die. Reverse die 

as preceding, slightly advanced state, now with additional crack beginning at 

lower left of first A (AMERICA). 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 632. 

Exceptional 1844 Eagle 

42 1844 AU-53 (PCGS). An exceptional specimen grade-wise of 

an issue which is scarce enough in EF, very rare at any higher 

level. Pleasing yellow gold surfaces. Harry Bass, who was accus¬ 

tomed to seeing many fine things, noted “rare grade” in his 

commentary. 
Only 4,600 pieces were struck, of which only few hundred 

exist today, the typical grade being EF. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (AU-55). 

Date logotype bold. Prominent and very curious die scratches at the left 

border from star one through three. 

From Paramount’s sale of August 1969, Lot 2065. 

Another High-Grade 1844 $10 

143 1844 AU-50 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. Another high-grade 

specimen, full AU, of a date that Walter Breen calls piohibi- 

tively rare EF.” What a fortunate situation to have two notable 

pieces in the same sale! 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (AU-55 finest). 

Obverse die as preceding. 

From Parke-Bernet Galleries’ sale of May 1969, Lot 134. 

“Prohibitively Rare” 1844 $10 

1344 1844 EF-40. Breen’s “prohibitively rare” grade. Light yellow 

gold, lightly cleaned some time ago. 

Obverse die as preceding. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 28, 1967. 

High-Quality 1844-0 Eagle 

1345 1844-0 AU-55. Sharply struck although a few stars are weak. 

Bright and attractive yellow gold with considerable lustre and 

a few very minor marks. Faint brush marks are noted in the ob¬ 

verse field. The highest technical grade that Harry Bass was 

able to locate. 

No source listed. 

Another High-Grade 1844-0 $10 

1346 1844-0 AU-53. Pleasing light yellow gold surfaces. Much mint 

lustre still remains. A high-quality example of this relatively 

plentiful New Orleans variety. A condition rarity. 

Date logotype bold and slightly high. Reverse with mintmark tilted left. 

Purchased from Roth, date not stated, 

1347 Pair of 1844-0 eagles grading EF-45: Both are lustrous yellow 

gold. (Total: 2 pieces) 

1348 1845 EF-40. An attractive example of the date. 

Date logotype very deeply impressed in the die, particularly at the left. 

Logotype somewhat crudely made and low, with 84 very close (touching on 

the present), and 45 distant. 

Purchased from George Gozan apparently through Aaron 

Feldman, February 28, 1967. 

1349 1845 EF-40. Another nice specimen of this date. 

Dies similar or identical to preceding. 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, September 14, 1972. 

1350 1845-0 Breen-6868. Normal Date. EF-45. Light yellow gold 

surfaces with much lustre still remaining. 

Perfect date, fairly well centered. 

Purchased from Arizona Stamp and Coin, March 1969. 
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1351 1845-0 Breen-6869. Repunched 84. EF-45. Light yellow gold. 

Breen 6869. “Repunched 84." Obvious traces of repunching at the lower 

left side of the 8 and 4. 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, September 25, 1973. 

1352 1845-0 Breen-6869. Repunched 84. EF-40. Attractive light yel¬ 

low gold surfaces. 

Obverse die as preceding. 

Purchased from Bob Roth, no date stated. 

1353 1845-0 Breen-6869. Repunched 84. EF-40. Another attractive 

example of this interesting variety. 

Obverse die as preceding. 

From Parke-Bemet Galleries’ sale of May 1968, Lot 135. 

Lovely AU 1845-0 $10 

1354 1845-0 Breen-6871. So-called Overdate. AU-50. A lovely ex¬ 

ample with reflective prooflike fields and lustrous devices. The 

finest example Harry Bass was able to locate in many years of 

searching. 

Breen’s 1845/44-0, “Extremely rare. Date 1844 first cut well to the left of 

the final position of 1845. Upright of 4 within lower part of 5." Our descrip¬ 

tion would be “1845 Repunched Date” as we are unable to identify the final 

lightly repunched digit as being a 4, although perhaps an earlier die state 

exists that shows this feature clearly. On this specimen, distinct remnants of 

the first 4 can be seen to the left of the dominant numeral, while a vertical 

patch of roughness, perhaps the upright of a 4, can be seen within the loop 

of the 5 in the date. The repunching is fairly dramatic, and the coin is inter¬ 

esting to view under magnification. Date logotype deep into the die and 

slightly high. Significantly, the Guide Book does not list this “overdate.” 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, April 1970, Lot 1041. 

1355 1845-0 Breen-6871. So-called Overdate. EF-40. Light yellow’ 

gold. 

Same comments as noted in the previous lot, except here a faint die crack 

connects the bottoms of the 4 and 5 in the date. 

Purchased from Stack’s, December 16, 1971. 

1356 1845-0 Breen-6871. So-called Overdate. VF-35. A final ex¬ 

ample of this variety. 

Same comments as noted in the previous lot. No die crack at bases of 4 and 5. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, August 4, 1967. 

High-Grade Business Strike 1846 $10 

1357 1846 AU-50 (PCGS). Deep greenish yellow gold with consider¬ 

able lustre. A number of small contact marks are typical of gold 

coins at this grade level. Just 20,095 were struck, a very rare is¬ 

sue in higher circulated grades, in fact, rare in almost any grade. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (AU-55 finest). 

1358 1846 EF-40. Bright yellow gold. Some prooflike surface in pj 

tected areas. 

Date logotype small and somewhat irregular, as normal for the ist 

highly positioned, twice as close to the neck truncation in relationship to 

dentils. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, ex Gozan Collection, June 

1967. 

1359 1846 EF-40. Bright yellow gold. Some scattered marks in 

field are typical of the grade. 

Date logotype position as foregoing. 

From Parke-Bemet Galleries’ sale of the AlcGraw Collection, . 

136. 

Splendid “1846/5-0” $10 

Traditional Overdate 

1360 1846/5-0 Breen-6875. So-Called Overdate. AU-55 (PCGl 
The traditional overdate, but believed by us (see detailed disci 

sion below) to be an 1846-0 from a curious logotype punt 

not an overdate. Attractive bright gold surfaces. Nicely strut 

An outstanding example of this issue. 

PCGS Population: 3: none finer. 

Obverse with logotype very high, about three times closer to the trim 

tion than to the dentils. Reverse with sharply double punched O mintma 

For many years this variety has been called the “1846/5-0 overdate” by i 

merous numismatists, including grading and authentication services. H< 

ever, recent research bv Mark Borckardt and Dave Bowers, given in our R- 

Coin Review, No. 130 indicates that diis is from a curious logotype punch, t 

an overdate. The studv. exceipted below, reveals that the four-digit logotype a. 

to produce this coin and also certain half dollars was in itself slightly doubled, a ct 

cept. which so far as we know, has not been introduced into numismatic lite 

ture. We expect that further study will reveal that there are other varieties 

American coinage in which the four-digits themselves show repunching 

other curious features. To verify these, the use of the identical logotype v 

need to be found on different dies (those of different denominations, in t 

present case, are obvious, but within the same denomination different d 

can be determined by the general position of the logotype). Credit goes to t 

Harry W. Bass, Jr., Research Foundation for initiating this study, which beg 

in 1998 and which came to the fore when numismatist J.N., mentioned belc 

prompted us to study the half dollar die as well. 

The “1846/5-0” $10 
Excerpt from “Observations on 1846-0 ‘Overdate’ Coinage," by Ma 

Borckardt, with QDB. from the Rare Coin Review: 

Reader J.N. of Virginia sent two coins of two different denominations I 

our examination, both dated 1846-0. One of these is a 500 piece with N 

dium Date, the digit 6 of which shows some ty pe of doubling. The other, 

1846-0 $10 eagle, also shows artifacts or stray punch marks within the di 

6. He inquired about the status of these coins as overdates, 1846/5-0. 

Upon close examination side-by-side, the pieces piqued our interest, a 

we set about seeing what we could learn from published literature as well 

the coins themselves. 

Walter Breen, in his Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Coins 

ported the following varieties for both denominations: 

1846-0 500: Several different date styles were listed under such headir 

as Small Normal Dates, with and without Drapery; Small Double-Punch 

Date, with and without Drapery; and Overdate, with and without Drape 

Also listed is the Tall Date variety. 

1846-0 $10: Varieties listed by Breen included Normal Date, Doiib 

Punched 6, Overdate, and a variety with Small Thin Stars, from a weal 

hubbed or heavily lapped obverse. 

Randy Wiley and Bill Bugert, in The Complete Guide to Liberty Seated H 

Dollars reported six varieties of the 1846-0 500 and included excellent do 

up photographs of the date for each. 
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The 1846-0 half dollar variety described as WB-102 has slight repunching 

on the ball of the digit 6 at the upper right of this numeral, along with a die 

crack at the base. This was identified as an overdate by M.L. Beistle in 1929 

in his pioneering work, A Register of Half Dollar Die Varieties and Sub-Varieties. 

Certain other varieties of the 1846-0 500 have various repunching of the 

digits and have sometimes been identified as overdates. 

The 1846-0 half dollar submitted to us byJ.N. is of the WB-105 variety, 

with the query as to whether it is an overdate. It displays repunching visible 

inside the lower loop of the digit 6 as illustrated. It is our opinion, in agree¬ 

ment with authors Randy Wiley and Bill Bugert, that this is not an overdate. 

Further, in disagreement with the Beistle and Breen texts, we do not believe 

any 1846-0 half dollar variety truly qualifies as a 6 over 5 overdate (the 

Wiley-Bugert text lists WB-102 as an overdate). 

Now coines the exciting part: The 1846-0 $10 sent byJ.N. provided an 

interesting study as did several similar specimens examined in connection 

with our offering of gold coins from the Harry W. Bass, Jr., Collection. The 

artifact within the loop of the digit 6 on the $10 coin exactly matches the 

photo of another variety (other than the variety that J.N. sent) of the 1846-0 

500, namely WB-104 illustrated in the Wiley-Bugert reference! The date 

punches are the same size thus leading us to conclude that this is a damaged 

numeral punch used for both denominations. 

In summary, the same date logotype punch was used to prepare the die 

for the 1846-0 500 known today as WB-104 and the $10 gold die sometimes 

called “1846/5-0.” Neither the $10 nor the 500 of 1846-0 is an overdate. 

The logotype punch itself has evidences of repunching, a highly unusual 

situation. It must have been the case that—follow closely here—the logotype 

punch was made as follows: 

The numerals 1, 8, 4, and 6 were punched individually into a soft steel 

block or matrix using four hardened steel punches. During this process, 

double punching was done on the 6, thus creating the “artifact” mentioned. 

The matrix was tempered or hardened, after which it could be used to 

make four-digit logotype punches. 

Individual logotype punches—one or more—were multiplied by pressing a 

soft steel logotype punch into the matrix, then hardening each one for use 

in die making. What these two coins of two denominations reveal is that a 

logotype punch can in itself have double-punched features. It is conven¬ 

tional wisdom that most date doubling is caused by impressing a perfect 

logotype punch into a die twice. In the present case, one impression of the 

curiously doubled punch did the trick. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2234. 

Another “1846/5-0” 

1361 1846/5-0 Breen-6875. So-called Overdate. AU-53 (PCGS). 
Another specimen of this variety, believed by us to be a 

repunched date, but traditionally called an overdate in the lit¬ 

erature, and widely collected as such. Scarce so fine. 

PCGS Population: 3; 3 finer (AU-55 finest). 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 5, 1971. 

362 1846/5-0 Breen-6875. So-called Overdate. EF-45. Another 

specimen from the same dies. 
Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, December 12, 1970. 

363 1846/5-0 Breen-6875. So-called Overdate. EF-45. A further 

specimen of this variety. 
From Paramount’s sale of November 1971, Lot 1537. 

364 1846/5-0 Breen-6875. So-called Overdate. EF-40. Yet an¬ 

other example of this variety. Obviously, Harry Bass found this 

variety to be quite intriguing and set about acquiring quite a 

few examples! 
From Abe Kosoffs sale of July 1967, Lot 351. 

1365 1846/5-0 Breen-6875. So-called Overdate. EF-40. Bright yel¬ 

low gold. Yet another example of this earlier-discussed variety. 

Reverse with prominent crack from border to IF (TFN), mintmark, 

branch and in arrows, I (AMERICA) and back to border. 

Purchased from N.K.S., October 26, 1972. 

1366 1846/5-0 Breen-6875. So-called Overdate. VF-20. Light yellow 

gold. Some marks on rims. 

Reverse with crack as preceding. Additional crack links top of 4 E 

(STATES). 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, April 7, 1969. 

Memorable Mint State 1847 $10 

1367 1847 MS-62 (PCGS). Deeply struck and very lustrous. An out¬ 

standing specimen from a visual viewpoint, one of the nicest 

we have ever seen. Some light obverse scratches near stars 1-4 

must be mentioned, and no doubt prevented this coin from 

getting a higher grade designation such as MS-64. A prize coin 

with a prize pedigree. 

PCGS Population: 4; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Date logotype deeply impressed into die, and at least twice as close to the 

dentils as to the neck truncation. Die field contour is rather unusual and is 

sharply basined toward the borders, in the approximate area from the stars 

to the dentils. Some horizontal die lines are seen extending from below the 

truncation above 47. 

On the reverse there are some prominent raised die lines at the upper 

right through the eagle’s wing and AME. 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 382. 

Another Memorable Mint State 1847 $10 

1368 1847 MS-62 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold, somewhat prooflike. 

An attractive specimen, a very nice example of the grade level. 

Rare so fine. 
Date logotype deeply impressed into the die at the first and last numeral, 

indicating it was “rocked" while being impressed. Numeral 1 quite well cen¬ 

tered, date logotype farther left than usual. Surface of dies basined toward 

the borders, similar to the preceding. 

Reverse with diagonal finish lines from upper left to lower right at about a 

45° angle, indicating an early strike from the die. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of the Rockford Collection, 1978, Lot 792. 

1369 1847 AU-58. Bright yellow gold. Much mint lustre still re¬ 

mains. An attractive example of the grade. 

Date logotype higher than the preceding, closer to the neck truncation 

than to the dentils. Fairly lightly impressed into the die. 

Reverse with delicate crack through ST (STATES) and another through 

TES. Crack from border to dot past D, upward to branch end. 

Purchased from N.K.S. through Rowe & Brownlee, June /“>. 196 7. 
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1370 1847 AU-55. Brilliant with some prooflike effect noted in the 

protected recesses. 

Logotype bold and slightly low. Obviously, there were many different dies 

used for this high production year, and no complete catalogue will ever be 

made of them. The date positions vary considerably as described. 

Purchased from N.K.S. through Rowe & Brownlee, June 15, 1967. 

1371 1847 AU-53. Bright yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike. 

Date logotype well centered. First and last digit deep into the die, center 

digits slightly light. 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 629. 

1372 1847 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike. A very 

pleasing specimen of the date and grade, a very nice coin de¬ 

spite some very delicate, scarcely noticeable brushing. We 

have seen coins grading five to eight points higher that did not 

have as much appeal. 

Date logotype slightly high. First two digits somewhat light in the die, last 

two deep, especially the final digit. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 639. 

1373 1847 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike in pro¬ 

tected areas. 

Date logotype slightly low, and bold in the die. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg April 23,1973. 

1374 Trio of rare variety Liberty eagles: ☆ 1847 Extra Heavy 7. EF- 

45 ☆ 1849 Doubled Date. EF-40 ☆ 1881 Doubled Die Reverse. 

AU-50. A rare and valuable trio. (Total: 3 pieces) 

Grouping of Liberty Head Eagles 

1375 Group of Liberty Head eagles from the 1840s through the 

early 1890s: ☆ 1847 EF-40 ☆ 1850 Net VF-20, both obverse 

and reverse have been heavily abraded to conceal defects ☆ 
1861 EF-45 ☆ 1874 EF-45 ☆ 1879 EF-45 ☆ 1879-S VF-30 ☆ 
1880 EF-40 ☆ 1880-S EF-45 ☆ 1881-S AU-55 ☆ 1882 AU-55 ☆ 
1883 AU-50 ☆ 1884-S AU-50 ☆ 1886-S MS-60 ☆ 1887-S AU-55 

☆ 1888-0 AU-55 ☆ 1888-S AU-58 ☆ 1889-S MS-62 ☆ 1891 MS- 

60. A wide range of 18 different dates and mints. (Total: 18 

pieces) 

“Seawater” 1847-0 $10 

1376 1847-0 MS-60. Light yellow surfaces with granularity, the type 

typically called “seawater Uncirculated,” from finely etched 

surfaces on the obverse and reverse. Quite sharp, and with 

little if any actual wear. 
A very curious specimen with several prominent raised pellets to the left 

along the border, between the first digit of the date and the area just past 

star 1—artifacts for which we have not seen the counterpart elsewhere. The 

date is boldly impressed into the die and is nearly twice as close to the den¬ 

tils as to the border. 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff August 4,1967. 

“Seawater AU” 1847 $10 

1377 1847-0 AU-58. Light yellow surfaces, finely etched, somewh 

similar to the preceding, but probably an AU coin to beg. 

with. From some long lost, not recorded treasure ship reca 

ery, no doubt. 

Breen-6881, first two digits are doubled, the first noticeably so. Date log 

type low, about twice as close to a dentil as to the neck truncation. Meditl 

depth into the die, somewhat lighter at the left than at the right. 

The reverse is oriented in the same direction as the obverse, or 180° frd 

the usual position. Several cracks are seen including from a dentil to tl 

wing at upper left and a similar crack at upper right; a crack through Tl 

OF; another from the border through I (AMERICA) to the arrows; anotlt 

from the border through N (TEN) through the mintmark to the eagli 

claw. 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff, August 4,1967. 

1378 1847-0 AU-50. Bright yellow gold. Lustrous and attractive. A 

especially appealing coin from a visual viewpoint. 

Date logotype very deep into the die and quite low, about three tinv 

closer to a dentil than to the truncation above. Placed farther to the left tha 

normal. Crack from border to first two date digits. Another crack is seen 

star 1, yet another at star 3, and a further crack at star 6, followed by add 

tional cracks at stars 10 and 12. It seems that the periphery of this die w 

considerably weakened. 

On the reverse irregular cracks link virtually all of the inscriptions arout 

the border. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 408. 

1379 1847-0 AU-50. Light gold with some lustre remaining in tl 

protected areas. 

Date logotype more deeply impressed into the dies at the top and bottor 

lighter across the center line, indicating the logotype was rocked on a ver 

cal axis, up and down, when it was entered. A particularly curious ite 

among the many date positions of this year. The logotype is low, closer 

the dentils than to the neck, and is fairly far left. 

On the reverse a delicate crack is seen from the leaf down to TEN D. A 

other crack extends from the rightmost claw talon though the final 

(AMERICA). Another crack, very delicate, is seen at the upper left connet 

ing a dentil to the wing tip. Still another crack connects the bases of TATE 

intermittently continuing to OF. 

From New Netherlands sale of June 1970, Lot 485. 

1380 1847-0 AU-50. Light yellow gold surfaces. Partially prooflike 

Breen-6881, first two digits are doubled, the first noticeably so. Characte 

istics as earlier described. No cracks. 

Purchased from N.K.S., December 18, 1970. 

A Group of Early Eagles 

1381 Offering of Liberty Head eagles of the 1840s: ☆ 1847-0 (3 

EF-45, EF-40 (2) ☆ 1848 (2). EF-45, EF-40 ☆ 1848-0 VF-20 i 

1849 (3). EF-45, VF-35, VF-30 ☆ 1849 Doubled 1 in date. El 

45. Reverse edge nicks. An interesting group. (Total: 1 

pieces) 

Another Early Eagle Group 

1382 Selection of Liberty Head eagles of the 1840s: ☆ 1847-0 (3 

EF-45, EF-40 (2) ☆ 1848 (2). EF-45, EF-40 ☆ 1848-0 F-15 i 

1849 (2). EF-40, VF-35 ☆ 1849 Doubled 1 in date. EF-40. A nic 

group. (Total: 9 pieces) 

1383 1848 AU-50. Medium gold with some lustre remaining. ■ 
fairly scarce date in AU of finer. 
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Especially Nice 1848-0 Eagle 

*84 1848-0 AU-50. Lustrous bright greenish gold with sharp de¬ 

sign details, even including most stars. Very pleasing surfaces 

despite a few minor hairlines. 

Another Notable 1848-0 $10 

185 1848-0 AU-50. Bright greenish yellow gold with sharp central 

design details and very minor abrasions. Lightly reflective sur¬ 

faces. 

This reverse has a hollow ring at top of second vertical shield stripe, a 

characteristic generally noted for issues from the early 1850s. 

586 1848-0 EF-40. Bright yellow gold with some lustre remaining. 

587 1849/8 Overdate. AU-53. Bright yellow gold. Highly prooflike 

on the obverse. A splendid specimen of the variety (see notes) 

and grade. 

Breen’s 1849/1848 described as follows: “Date 1848 first punched very 

high, slanting up the right, then repunched with 1849 logotype; at left of 9 is 

much of lower loop of 8.” Breen notes that the first coin appeared in the 

Kreisberg-Schulman sale of February 1960, Lot 2779. Further: “Apparently 

unknown Uncirculated.” 

Is this an overdate or is it not? Under magnification it is seen that there is 

a lower date, but the primary question is whether the last digit was intended 

to be a 9, thereby making the present coin simply a repunched date, or 

whether it was the logotype 1848. We have no clear answer to this, as only 

the top of the last digit is visible. The same seems to be true of the Breen 

plate coin, although he does note that much of the lower loop of the 8 is vis¬ 

ible on other pieces he has seen. Perhaps the present piece has been 

relapped, removing that feature. In Harry Bass’s notes, he originally called it 

“1849/8,” then amended his notes to “recut date." Perhaps the most accu¬ 

rate description is this: The present coin is Breen’s 1849/1848, which may 

be an overdate, although the present cataloguers are not able to verify this. 

As further markers for the present die, on the obverse light cracks are 

seen intermittently from stars 3 to 8, and again faintly at stars 11 and 12, 

close to star 13. As the Breen plate coin shows a prominent crack to the 

right side of the 4, the Breen plate coin must be a later die state than this. A 

puzzlement is created, as how can Breen’s later die state show evidences of 

the bottom part of the 8 that are not visible on the present specimen? Per¬ 

haps that is why Harry Bass abandoned the idea of it being an overdate. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1972, Lot 644. 

388 1849 Breen-6885. AU-55. Much lustre still remains. Another 

exceptional coin of this date. 

Date logotype slighlty high and lightly impressed into die. 

Reverse with multiple cracks beginning at M (AMERICA) and intermit¬ 

tently continuing clockwise through D (UNI I ED). 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1970, Lot 751. 

1389 1849 Breen-6885. AU-50. Another example of this popular 

year. 

Date logotype quite high. Extensive die striae on obverse and reverse indi¬ 

cate that this is a very early striking. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, November 19, 1973. 

1390 1849 Breen-6886. Double 1. AU-58. Deeply lustrous surfaces. 

Sharply struck. Although enough handling marks are visible to 

have us call this AU-58 (although MS-60 would be another pos¬ 

sibility), it is still one of the finest we have seen in a long time. 

Extraordinary condition for the date. 

Breen-6886, doubled 1 in date, traces of first digit cross the upright of the 

1. Date logotype slightly high. Cracks through 184 extending left to star 1. 

Another crack connects stars 2-4, is intermittent, then continues from star 5 

clockwise to star 9. 

Regarding 1849 $10 pieces in general, the large mintage of 63,618 no 

doubt employed many different dies. Breen mentions knowledge of at least 

eight varieties and delineates four of them. 

Purchased from William K. Raymond, February 29, 1972. 

1391 1849 Breen-6886. Double 1. AU-50. Light yellow gold sur¬ 

faces. 

Breen-6886, doubled 1 in date. Logotype slighdy high. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1979, Lot 

1090. 

1392 Pair of 1849 Liberty eagles, both with strongly repunched 

dates, and both graded EF-45. Both are from a late obverse die 

state, with prominent obverse die crack. (Total: 2 pieces) 

1393 Pair of 1849 Liberty eagles: ☆ EF-40 ☆ VF-20. Both have 

strongly repunched dates. Both are from an early obverse die 

state, without the prominent obverse die crack that later devel¬ 

ops. (Total: 2 pieces) 

Notable 1849-0 Eagle 

1394 1849-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. Somewhat proof¬ 

like in protected areas. A very nice specimen, among the finest 

seen, of what Douglas Winter calls the “second rarest New Or¬ 

leans eagle to be struck during the 1840s,” and more impor¬ 

tantly from the same writer, “It is, in my opinion, the single 

most underrated eagle from this mint and is among the most 

difficult dates of this entire type to locate in higher grades." 

The present coin will attract wide attention as it crosses the 

block. 

PCGS Population: 5; 3 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Obverse die deeply basined (with fields curving toward border more than 

on certain other dates). Logotype deep into die and well centered. Some 

extra material is at the upper right of the opening of the 4. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 196S, Lot 

2237. 
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Another Exceptional 1849-0 $10 

1395 1849-0 EF-45. Some rubbing or friction on tbe obverse por¬ 

trait and field. Not a match for the preceding, but still quite 

exceptional for the date and mint. 

Obverse die basined as preceding. Logotype slightly low. Interior of 4 

without extra material, but with some shading of the background. 

Reverse with ring at the top of the second vertical shield stripe, a feature 

seen on various other $10 varieties of this era. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 646. 

Yet Another Nice 1849-0 $10 

1396 1849-0 Net EF-40; sharpness of AU-50. Bright yellow gold. 

Scratches behind the neck keep this out of a higher grade des¬ 

ignation. Prooflike and (otherwise) attractive. 

Date logotype well centered and with extra material at the upper interior 

of the 4; the die described earlier. Reverse with ring at top of second group 

of vertical shield stripes, also described earlier (but with a different ob¬ 

verse). 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of July 1967, Lot 357. 

A Final 1849-0 $10 

1397 1849-0 EF-40. Another nice specimen of a variety usually seen 

in lower grades. 

Date logotype well centered. Extra material at upper part of interior of 4. 

The die described earlier. 

From Parke-Bernet Galleries’ sale of the McGraw Collection, Lot 

138. 

Prooflike 1850 $10 

Large Date 

1398 1850 Large Date. MS-61 (PCGS). Highly prooflike, quite pos 

bly intended as a presentation coin—but who knows? This 

certainly among the nicest we have ever seen of the date at 

variety. Breen notes that one Proof was struck; could it ha* 

been from this die pair? That solitary Proof is not preseni 

known to exist. 

As a date the 1850 is quite plentiful, as the mintage of 29,4S 

suggests. However, nearly all examples in numismatic ham 

are worn, typically VF or EF. The present coin is quite exce; 

tional. 

Date in large numerals. Positioned slightly low (with reference to the fi: 

digit), but overall seemingly quite low from beginning to end—this bei* 

somewhat of an optical illusion caused by the basined fields (and the la 

position of the final digit). Logotype boldly punched into the die, with kn« 

of 5 touching the upright. Some light raised die lines below ear lobe ana 

small line extending from the lower right of I (LIBERTY) serve to ident 

this die in case the aforementioned Proof should come to light and be cot 

pared. 

On the reverse the lower horizontal shield stripe is irregular and broken 

the left, possibly evidence of a ring feature being removed from the die. 

All told, the present 1850 $10 is a very' interesting piece from a technic 

aspect. 

From Steve Ivy's sale of August 29, 1980, Lot 325. 

1399 1850 Large Date. AU-55 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. Som 

what prooflike. 

Date logotvpe somewhat lightly punched into the die, high and abo 

three times closer to the neck truncation than to the dentils. The knob c 

the digit 5 is distant from the upright, although the logotype is the san 

used earlier. Extensive die cracks are seen from star 6 to the tip of the cor 

net. Another crack connects star 7-9 and enlarges as it approaches the be 

der. A further crack extends from star 11 to very' close to the border, with; 

almost imperceptible branch toward star 10. 

The reverse displays minute die striae oriented at about a 45° angle fro 

upper left to lower right, and seems to be an early impression. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, May 30, 1972. 

1400 1850 Large Date. AU-50. I mstrous, frosty surfaces. 

Date logotype very lightly punched into the die, quite far to the left, ar 

closer to the neck truncation than to the dentils. The 5 is open. In varioi 

series, including the 1850 $10 (Breen-6890) Walter Breen discusses wheth 

or not the knob on a given 5 touches the upright above, perhaps not beit 

aware that this was strictly a function of how deep the date logotype w 

impressed into the working die. If the punch was deeply and heavily it 

pressed, the knob of the 5 typically touched. If it was lightly impressed, tl 

knob of the 5 was close or even distant. 

Further concerning the obverse, a delicate crack is seen from the bord 

to star 5, continuing slightly toward star 6. 

On the reverse there are cracks from the border at the upper left of tl 

wing tip, ditto at the upper right. Further, two cracks extend from the be 

der, one through A (STATES) and the other through the second T, meetit 

or coming close in the field below, extending to the back of the eagle’s hea 

the neck, and to the wing at the right. Under close observation addition 

cracks can be seen within the wing at the right. 

From Stack’s sale of September 1968, Lot 382. 
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Lustrous 1850 Small Date $10 

01 1850 Small Date. AU-50. A very nice example of a variety that 

Walter Breen called “Very rare,” further noting: “Date smaller 

than on cents or previous eagles since 1842, from logotype in¬ 

tended for half eagles.” 

The present coin, with warm yellow gold surfaces and much 

lustre, is very pleasing to the eye. 

Date logotype small as described. Positioned slightly closer to the neck 

truncation than to the dentils. A major crack extends from the border 

through star 5 to the front of the coronet, continuing through the top of the 

hair to star 9 to the border. Not many coins could have been struck later 

than this one. Star 1 has a very short outer ray (a phenomenon seen on cer¬ 

tain other issues of the era). 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, December 13, 1971. 

02 1850 Small Date. EF-45. Light yellow gold. Another example 

of this scarce date style. 

Early die state of the preceding obverse, with just a whisper of a crack—not 

noticeable unless you knew what to look for—at star 5. 

Purchased from United States Coin Company, September 14, 1967. 

03 1850-0 EF-45. Highly lustrous. Bright yellow gold A very at¬ 

tractive example. 

Large Date logotype is quite high, about three times closer to the neck 

truncation than to the dentils. Star 1 is shortened at the outermost ray. The 

distance between the rays and the dentils varies on certain working dies of 

this era, and no doubt a study could be made to show a pattern of use. 

On the reverse the O mintmark is low and very lightly impressed into the 

die. 

Purchased from William Donner, September 14, 1967. 

104 1850-0 EF-40. Light yellow gold. Another pleasing example of 

this somewhat scarce issue. 

Obverse die as preceding. Reverse with mintmark of normal depth. 

Purchased from Paramount, March 18, 1967, through Rowe & 

Brownlee. 

105 1850-0 EF-40. A final specimen of this variety. 

Dies as preceding. 

Purchased from Bob Roth, no date stated. 

106 1851 AU-55. Warm, lustrous surfaces. Well struck. An out¬ 

standing example of this Philadelphia Mint issue. 

Date logotype very' high on die, heavily punched, probably Breen’s 6894 

(“Heavy numerals”), but quite a few variations exist within ibis high mintage 

date (176,328 were struck). Logotype very high and three to possibly four 

times closer to the neck truncation than to the dentils. 

From Stack's sale of the Di Bello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1050. 

407 1851 EF-45. Light gold surfaces. 

Date logotype well centered. Somewhat lightly impressed into the die- 

maybe Breen-6896, but probably not. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2177. 

1408 1851-0 AU-50. Light yellow gold, probably from California 

metal. 
Obverse with date logotype slightly low, but generally well centered. \ cry 

deeply punched into the die. 

Reverse with ring at top of second shield stripe, not particularly an un¬ 

usual feature for $10 issues of this era—such varieties are scattered across 

various dates, but in the present instance specifically mentioned and dis¬ 

cussed at length by Walter Breen and assigned his number 6898. 

Purchased from N.K.S., September 5, 1967. 

1409 1851-0 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Some prooflike surface. A 

very pleasing example. 

Date logotype quite high, about two or three times closer to the neck trun¬ 

cation than to the dentils. Reverse as preceding. 

Purchased from Arizona Stamp & Coin Company, April 14, 1969. 

1410 1851-0 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Another attractive example 

of this New Orleans variety. 

Date logotype quite high, about two to three times closer to the truncation 

than to the dentils. Crack from bust through top of 851 (a rather unusual 

location for a crack on this denomination). Reverse as preceding, with ring 

at top of second shield stripe. 

Purchased from J.F. Ryan, August 29, 1973. 

1411 1851-0 EF-45. Another nice example. 

Date logotype deeply punched and well centered. Reverse as preceding, 

which, it seems, is die norm, not the exception for this variety! 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, June 23, 1967. 

1412 1851-0 EF-45. Yet another specimen. Obviously, Harry Bass 

was intrigued with this date and mint! Lustrous, frosty sur¬ 

faces. 

Date logotype about three times closer to neck truncation than to dentils. 

Reverse with—as you might expect—hollow ring at top of second vertical 

shield stripe. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, September 26, 1967. 

1413 1851-0 EF-45. Light yellow gold. Another example. Planchet 

lamination above coronet. 

Date logotype slightly low and deeply punched into the die. Reverse with 

circle atop second shield stripe. 

Purchased from Ed Sh apiro, April 7, 1969. 

1414 1851-0 EF-45. Light yellow gold. 

Obverse logotype slightly low and deeply punched into die. Reverse with 

ring at top of second shield stripe. 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, April 7, 1969. 

1415 1851-0 EF-40. A final specimen of this popular (with Harry 

Bass) date and mint. Attractive light yellow gold. 

Date logotype high and about three times closer to neck truncation than 

to dentils and deeply punched into die. Reverse with ring at top of second 

shield stripe. 

Purchased from Bob Roth. 

1416 1852 AU-50. More expansively described as “seawater Uncir¬ 

culated,” or close to Uncirculated, with minutely porous sur¬ 

faces. No doubt recovered from an undersea treasure wreck. 

Provenance unknown. Sharply struck and lightly circulated if 

at all. 

Date impressed into die at medium depth. Positioned low, about twice as 

close to the dentil as to the bust truncation. 

Reverse with light crack connecting TE (TEN) with U to the left, ( tack 

connecting S OF with wing tip, continuing to AM. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of July 9, 1967, Lot 362. 
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Memorable 1852-0 $10 

1417 1852-0 AU-58 (PCGS). A lovely specimen with a generous 

quotient of prooflike surface. “Prohibitively rare AU,” writes 

Walter Breen, who went on to say he had seen but one Mint 

State example. “Most 1852-0 eagles grade very fine or lower,” 

observed Douglas Winter in 1992. Winter went on to state: 

“This date is rare in full EF and is very rare in AU. No Mint 

State coins are known to exist.” 

From any aspect the present coin is an exceptional example. 

This is an extremely important offering, certainly among the 

very finest known. Highly lustrous greenish yellow gold with 

considerable reflective prooflike surface around the devices. A 

moderate quota of minute handling marks keep this out of the 

choice category for the grade. A short diagonal scratch above 

star 13 serves as a pedigree marker. 

PCGS Population: 7; 1 finer (MS-60). 

Date logotype about centered and deeply punched into die. 

On the reverse there is a ring at the top of the second shield stripe, this 

being Breen-6902 and described as “Hollow ring atop second stripe, very 

rare." However, the Breen commentary seems to be superseded by Douglas 

Winter’s observation, "It has generally been assumed that two varieties exist: 

one with a normal shield and one with a hollow ring on the reverse as on the 

1851. I’ve never seen an 1852-0 eagle which did not have the ring on the 

reverse, and I’m not certain that a normal reverse exists.” 

From Paramount’s sale of November 1973, Lot 614. 

Another High-Grade 1852-0 $10 

1418 1852-0 AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous and attractive. Another hi 

grade example of this New Orleans issue. 

Obverse and reverse dies as preceding. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBetlo Collection, May 1979, Lot l Of 

1419 1852-0 Net VF-35; lightly cleaned long ago. 

Dies as preceding. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, i 

2240. 

1420 1853/2 Breen-6905. Overdate. EF-40. Light yellow' gold. . 

attractive example. Breen suggests that “possibly eight to 

are known, none Uncirculated.” 

Date logotype very low, far from neck truncation and very close to den 

Two lines are within the bottom of the final digit, 3, and are said by Breer 

represent an underdigit 2. A comparison of the final digit on the 1852 ea: 

logotype shows that the lower part of the two contains an element, ria 

above the base, that is somewhat similar to the artifact seen within the 3 

the 1853/2, but the angle does not seem correct. The Guidebook of Uni 

States Coins unequivocally lists the piece as an overdate, as does Breen 

noted. Thus, it may well be, although we do not view the situation as defi 

tive. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, 1 

2179. 

1421 1853 AU-50. Lustrous and attractive. A pleasing example it 

grade higher than that tvpically seen. 

Date logotype of medium depth in the die. quite well centered. 

Reverse with light die crack from final S (STATES) through OF. 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1974, Lot 686. 
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Mint State 1853-0 $10 

“Branch Mint Proof?” 

422 1853-0 MS-61 (PCGS). Prooflike obverse. A splendid coin that 

is quite special in overall appearance, a memorable example. 

“Prohibitively rare uncirculated,” notes Walter Breen. 

This particular specimen is discussed by Douglas Winter: “In 

Rarcoa’s session of Auction '79 an extraordinary 1853-0 ap¬ 

peared, and it was catalogued as a ‘Branch Mint Proof.’ While 

this coin possesses uncommonly broad rims and extremely re¬ 

flective surfaces, it is the opinion of many gold coin experts 

(myself included) that the aforementioned piece—while obvi¬ 

ously ‘special’—does not qualify as a Proof.” 

At this juncture it may be relevant to state that the entire sub¬ 

ject of branch mint Proofs is largely terra incognita. Years ago, 

Wayte Raymond in the Standard Catalogue listed a handful of 

coin varieties which are known from mint and other records to 

have been made in Proof finish at certain branch facilities such 

as San Francisco and New Orleans. However, it seems that 

more may exist, particularly if coins are evaluated on appear¬ 

ance alone, even if they have no surrounding documentation. 

Thus, by the present year, 1999, many different coins in series 

varying from Morgan dollars to Barber silver coins to gold 

have been designated by the grading services as branch mint 

Proofs. 
Proof or non-Proof, take your pick. As stated, the coin, in any 

event, is a very special striking. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Logotype very deeply punched into die and very low, close to the dentil 

and distant from the neck truncation. Crack from border to the right, 

through star 13 to lower curls. 

The reverse has a ring atop the second shield stripe (thus this is Breen- 

6909, or close to it, for that particular Breen number also says that the ob¬ 

verse has a repunched date—which this piece does not). Again, it is seen that 

opinions differ and that records are incomplete. 

From Rarcoa’s, Auction ’79, Lot 1303. Formerly from Lester 

Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 421. 

1423 1853-0 Net EF-45; would be graded higher save for a scrape 

on the E (STATES) on the reverse. A final specimen of this 

date and mint. 
Date very low, seemingly the norm. Different die from any earlier de¬ 

scribed. Very prominent die finish marks arc seen among the date numer¬ 

als, including a burst of radiating “rays’ extending to the left from the cen¬ 

ter of the 3. 

Reverse with ring at top of second shield stripe. 

Purchased from Paramount, August 16, 1971. 

1424 1853-0 EF-45. Some prooflike surfaces seen when the coin is 

held at an angle to the light. 
Date very low, seemingly the norm for 1853 dies, but in the present in¬ 

stance with the first digit double punched. Unlisted by Breen, who certainly 

would have mentioned it had he known of one. 

The reverse has a ring atop the second shield stripe. However, this is from 

a different die than the prooflike “special” piece earlier offered. 

Purchased from Paramount, May 9, 1967. 

1425 1853-0 EF-45. Bright yellow gold. Some hints of prooflike sur¬ 

face are seen when die coin is held at an angle to the light. 

Another attractive example. 

Date logotype quite low. Crack connects stars 12 and 13. Regular (no ting 

at top of second stripe) reverse. 

Purchased from Bob Roth. 

1426 1854 Breen-6911. Blundered Date. AU-50. Lustrous yellow 

gold surfaces. 

Walter Breen’s Blundered Date, probably better called Misplaced Date per 

modern nomenclature. Stray tip of 1 is seen at a dentil below the lower left 

of the 8 in the date. The main date logotype itself is low, about twice as close 

to the dentil as to the neck truncation. 

From Parke-Bemet Galleries' sale of May 1968, Lot 143. 

1427 1854 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Another specimen of this 

popular year. 

Date logotype bold and low, about twice as close to the dentils as to the 

neck truncation. Under high magnification the tiny trace of a serif can be 

seen at the lower right of the 8, perhaps simply a stray mark, or perhaps evi¬ 

dence of another misplaced date. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 656. 

Beautiful 1854-0 Eagle 

Small Date 

1428 1854-0 Small Date AU-58 (PCGS). Warm yellow gold sur¬ 

faces. Highly lustrous. An extremely appealing specimen with 

a lot of “life.” Worthy of a strong bid. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

Date lightly punched into die, giving separation of the 5 and 4 digits (on 

varieties deeply punched into the die, these digits touch). Logotype very low 

and close to dentils, distant from neck truncation. A crack is seen from the 

border extending upward through the left side of the 8. As is true of many 

dies of this era, the outermost point of star 1 is very close to the dentils and 

is irregular. 

From Pine Tree Auctions’ sale of March 1974, Lot 228. 

1429 1854-0 Small Date EF-45. Some scratches on neck, otherwise 

AU. Light yellow gold. Slightly prooflike. 

Date low and about four or five times closer to dentil than to neck trunca¬ 

tion. Very lightly impressed into the die. Crack from border through left 

side of 8 to neck truncation; crack from border to star 11. 

From the Gozan Collection through Lester Merkin, June 23, 1967, 

1430 1854-0 Small Date EF-40. Another specimen of this date for¬ 

mat. Bright yellow gold. 

Dies as the first offered 1854-0 $10 (Lot 1428). 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2242. 
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1431 1854-0 Large Date. AU-50. Lustrous and frosty. An attractive 

example of this issue. Walter Breen notes that the Large Date 

is “rare,” in distinction to the Small Date. However, Harry Bass 

has identified multiple die varieties of the Large Date, and it 

may be that it is not a rarity in comparison to the Small Date- 

more study is needed. 

Date logotype very high with 1 piercing the edge of the neck truncation. 

Figures deeply impressed into the die. 

Reverse with crack from border through right side of the first A 

(AMERICA) to wing. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brmunlee, March 31, 1967. 

1432 1854-0 Large Date. AU-50. Another attractive specimen. 

Bright yellow gold. Some prooflike surfaces seen when the 

coin is held at an angle to the light. 

Dies and die states as preceding. 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 21, 1968. 

1435 1854-0 Large Date. EF-45. Light yellow gold. Much lustre 

seen. 

Date about centered. Somewhat lightly punched into the die, but mot 

noticeable at the top of the logotype than the bottom. 

Purchased from Stack’s, November 11, 1970. 

1436 1854-0 Large Date. EF-45. Bright yellow gold. Lustrous arl 
beautiful 

Date logotype high with 1 piercing the neck truncation, but a different ck 

from the earlier high-date die described. The present piece has very sligi 

repunching at the top of the first digit. 

The reverse is oriented at about 60° from the obverse, instead of the ncJ 

mal 180°. 

Purchased from N.K.S., February 17, 1971. 

1437 1854-0 Large Date. EF-45. Yellow gold. Somewhat proofliL 

A final example of this very popular (with Harry Bass) date an 

mint. 

Logotype well centered, lightly impressed into the die at the top, moi 

heavily at the base. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 657. 

1438 1854-S AU-50. Brilliant and lustrous. A very' handsome spec 

men of the first $10 issued from the newly opened San Frai 

cisco Mint. Ideal for date or type. 

Date slightly high. Numerals impressed at about medium depth into th 

die. Possibly relapped or, alternatively, the master die was not deeply in 

pressed into the working die. Certain hair details are disconnected at tH 

back of the head of Miss Liberty, including in the area of the bun. No doul 

the study of multiple specimens might resolve the question. 

Reverse with S mintmark prominent below and slightly to the left of tH 

crotch formed by the arrow feather and the branch. Irregular cracks linr 

nearly all of the peripheral inscriptions. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 424. 

1439 1854-S EF-45. Another pleasing example of the first San Frar 

cisco Mint eagle. Pale gold surfaces. 

Die pair as preceding, same obverse state (relapped?). 

The reverse is of an earlier state and shows cracks at TES O and at MER 

From Stack's sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lc 

2473. 

1433 1854-0 Large Date. AU-50. Another specimen at this grade 

level. Very attractive overall. 

Date logotype quite high, very close to neck truncation, but separated 

from it. 

What may be the remnants of an 8 and 5 appear at the curve of Liberty’s 

truncation directly above the existing numerals. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of February 1969, Lot 1403. 

1434 1854-0 Large Date. AU-50. A final specimen in this grade. As 

can be seen, the 1854-0 eagle was a favorite item for Harry 

Bass to acquire, and he had probably more than any other nu¬ 

mismatist before him or after! 

Date logotype different from the preceding, closer to dentil than to bust, 

deeply punched into the die at the base of the date logotype, lightly at the 

top. Quite distinctive. 

From Abe Kosoff in trade, 1973. 
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Lustrous and Beautiful 1855 $10 

(2X photo) 

140 1855 MS-63 (PCGS). Well struck and with deep, satiny lustre. 

A splendid specimen which ranks among the finest we have 

ever seen. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Date boldly entered into working die. Slightly low and a bit farther left 

than usual. 

From Paramount’s sale of Auction '85, Lot 1453. 

141 1855 AU-58. Much original mint lustre. Just a hair’s breadth 

from full Mint State, and some might legitimately call it that. 

Date logotype as foregoing. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bartle Collection, October 1984, Lot 1070. 

442 1855-0 EF-40. Light yellow gold. A piece of hand-selected 

quality—a statement that could be made for virtually every 

piece in the Bass Collection catalogue. A scarce variety in any 

grade. Only 18,000 were minted. 

Date logotype entered somewhat lightly into the die at the left side of the 

date, more deeply for the last two figures. Position high, nearly twice as 

close to the neck truncation as to the dentils. 

Purchased from Arnold Rosing, June 5, 1967. 

High-Grade 1855-S $10 

1443 1855-S Net EF-40; sharpness of AU-50. Light golden surfaces. 

Seemingly lightly cleaned long ago, but many would not no¬ 

tice. Fairly scarce in all grades. Only 9,000 were struck. A key 

issue. 

Date logotype slightly low and positioned to the right. Mintmark tilted 30° 

to the left—perhaps worthy of notifying Bill Fivaz andJ.T. Stanton so they 

can include it in their best-selling book relating to die oddities. 

1444 1856 AU-55. Nearly full mint lustre. Frosty and attractive. A 

splendid specimen of a quality seldom seen. 

Date logotype with upright 5, as always. About centered. Fairly deeply 

punched into the die. Very prominent raised die line—quite curious under 

magnification—extends through Y (LIBERTY) into the hair. This may have 

been a Harry Bass discovery, as we do not recall seeing notice of it else¬ 

where, and he specifically mentions it in his notes. 

Purchased from N.K.S., June 14, 1967. 

1445 1856 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Much mint lustre still remains. 

Date logotype slightly high and significantly farther to the left than the 

preceding. Again we note that the outermost ray on star 1 is very close to the 

dentils, seen on numerous other dies of this era (but not specifically noted 

in the present catalogue). 

From Paramount’s sale of February 1971, Lot 1586. 

1446 1856 AU-50. Light yellow surfaces. A final example of the is¬ 

sue. 

Date logotype as preceding, Stray serif in field far below left side of 5, a 

vestige of a misplaced date. 

Rare 1856-0 $10 

1447 1856-0 EF-45. Somewhat prooflike in protected areas. A very 

scarce coin in any grade, indeed rare. Just 14,500 pieces were 

struck, and most have been lost or have worn to lower grades. 

Date logotype fairly well centered vertically and located far left. 

Reverse with bottom of feather pointing toward center right at mintmark. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, October 16, 1971. 
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1453 1856-S Large Mintmark. EF-45. 

Obverse from deeply dished, notably basined die, sufficiently so tha 

separate listing would be merited in a technical catalogue prepared for 

specialist (if same is ever done). Date logotype very high, and about th| 

times closer to the neck truncation than to the dentils. Deeply punched ii 

the die. Relapped, with certain hair features disconnected. 

Reverse with large S leaning slightly right. 

From Paramount's sale of February 1973, Lot 1107. 

1448 1856-0 EF-40. Another attractive example of this scarce vari¬ 

ety. Some light brushing. 

Obverse die as preceding. Reverse with mintmark very low, significantly 

below the arrow tip and to the left. 

From Abe Kosoffs CSNA sale, October 1968, Lot 1634. 

1449 1856-0 EF-40. Light yellow gold. A final specimen of this 

scarce New Orleans variety. 

Obverse die as preceding. Reverse with mintmark similar in position to 

the first described 1856-0, but from a different die. Crack at upper right 

from border to wing. 

Purchased from N.K.S., February 1, 1972. 

1450 1856-S Medium Mintmark. AU-50. Partly prooflike. A lovely 

specimen of this early San Francisco variety. 

The mintage of 1856-S amounted to 68,000 pieces, a produc¬ 

tion significantly larger than the preceding year, but not a 

match for 1854-S (123,826). Most examples became well circu¬ 

lated, although an unknown (to the present writer at the time 

of cataloguing) number of high-grade pieces were undoubt¬ 

edly part of the S.S. Central America treasure. 

Date very low and about four times closer to dentils than to neck trunca¬ 

tion. More deeply punched at the right side. Medium S mintmark is posi¬ 

tioned so that the outside of the lowest arrow points to its right center. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 631. 

1451 1856-S Medium Mintmark. EF-45. Light yellow gold. Many sur¬ 

face marks keep this from a higher grade. A piece that un¬ 

doubtedly saw extensive use in the “Wild West” of San Fran¬ 

cisco. 

Date logotype quite low, about four times closer to the dentil than to the 

neck truncation. Deeply punched into die. S mintmark leans slighlty left. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 7, 1972. 

1452 1856-S Medium Mintmark. EF-40. Marks on jaw. Light yellow 

gold. 

Date logotype about centered vertically, somewhat to the left of the usual 

position, and deeply punched in to the die. Reverse with medium mintmark 

with its upper right slightly to the left of the arrow feather tip. 

From Superior’s sale of March 15, 1973. 

1454 1856-S Large Mintmark. EF-40. Lustrous and attractive. 

Obverse with deeply basined die as described earlier, a curious featu 

that is deserving of a separate listing. Reverse with large S mintmark til*| 

about 20° to the right. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, Octoli 

1982, Lot 701. One of a number of “triple-headers ” in the preset 

catalogue-from the great Eliasberg gold coin collection to the BA 

Collection to you. 

High-Grade 1857 $10 

1455 1857 AU-50. Light yellow gold. A high-grade example of an i 

sue which is usually seen well worn. Relatively modest mintaa 

of 16,606 pieces, no doubt from California gold which by th; 

time was reaching the East Coast in large quantities. 

Date logotype in large, thick figures as on all $10 pieces. Impressed in tl 

die at medium depth. Slightly low in its position, and fairly well centered le 

to right. We note that beginning about this year, Harry Bass die notes ft 

eagles became intermittent, with some dies not described at all. Perhaps 1 

intended to spend time on them at a later date that never came, or perha) 

he felt that by the late 1850s dies had become rather standard in their a 

pearance (although a number of notable features exist among later issues 

From Stack’s sale of Febniary 1972, Lot 815. 

1456 1857 EF-40. Highly lustrous. 

Date logotype similar to preceding. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, June 3, 1968. 

1457 1857 EF-40. Light yellow gold. Highly lustrous. Another spec 

men of this scarce Philadelphia Mint date. 

Date logotype lightly impressed into the die, farther to the left than pr 

ceding and slightly low. 

From Paramount’s sale of November 1971. Lot 1539. 

1458 1857 “Overdate.” VF-20. Warm yellow gold. Lightly brushed. 

Walter Breen's “overdate,” with a stray line imaginatively described 1 

that author as: “Curve of another digit between 57, touching curve of 5 an 

serif of 7; it is uncertain if this is part of another 5, another 7, or a 6. Disco 

ery coin, Lester Merkin, March 1969." Alternatively, it might simply be 

stray mark from the logotype punch touching the die lightly. No other ev 

dences are seen, even under extreme magnification. The date logotype 

slightly low and is deep into the die. 

Purchased from William Donner, September 14, 1967. 
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High-Grade 1857-0 $10 

Prooflike and Rare 

459 1857-0 AU-55 (PCGS). A very beautiful specimen with nearly 

full prooflike surfaces; an outstanding example the equal of 

which is seldom seen. Breen notes: “Prohibitively rare above 

EF.” David Akers comments: “The generally available quality is 

not very high, VF and EF specimens are as good as one should 

reasonably expect...” Only 5,500 were minted. We estimate 

that perhaps 5% still survive today, or about 250, virtually all in 

lower grades as noted. 

PCGS Population: 5; 1 finer (AU-58). 

Date logotype well centered and deeply impressed into die. 

From Abe Kosoffs ANA sale, August 1958, Lot 1014. 

460 1857-S EF-45. Some scattered marks, particularly on the re¬ 

verse rim. Somewhat prooflike in protected areas. A nice ex¬ 

ample at this grade level of this popular date. 

Date logotype fairly well centered vertically and also left to right. More 

deeply impressed at the bottom of the logotype than at the top. Mintmark 

light and “open,” possibly from being impressed only to medium depth into 

the working die; other S mintmarks offered here are heavier and bolder. 

Purchased from N.K.S., February 1, 1972. 

461 1857-S Net EF-40; sharpness of a finer grade, but lightly 

brushed. Pale yellow surfaces. Quite attractive overall. 

Date logotype very low and about four times closer to the dentil than to 

the neck truncation above. Deeply and evenly punched into the die. Reverse 

with upper part of mintmark barely touching extreme tip of arrow feather. 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 30, 1968, earlier from Parke-Bernet 

Galleries. 

462 1857-S EF-40. A final example of this popular date. 

Date logotype very low and about four times closer to the dentil than to 

the neck truncation above. Deeply and evenly punched into the die. Mint- 

mark on reverse bold and fairly high. 

From Abe Kosoff’s sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

2265. 

1463 1858-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold, probably from 

California metal (which at the time was shipped in quantity to 

New Orleans via Panama). Reverse with some carbon flecks at 

right. Quite well struck. A rarity so fine. 

Date fairly low, about twice as close to the dentils as to the neck trunca¬ 

tion. Light impressed into the die at the left side of die 8, deeply at the right. 

The mint employee holding the logotype punch did not position it verti¬ 

cally. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, Decem ber 13, 1968. 

1464 1858-0 AU-50. Fight yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike. 

Dies as preceding. 

Purchased from N.K.S., June 30, 1967. 

1465 T858-0 EF-40. Fight yellow gold. Somewhat brushed but still 

attractive. Nick on reverse rim. 

Dies as preceding. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, March 31, 1967. 

1466 1858-0 EF-40. Bright yellow gold. A very' attractive example. 

Dies as preceding. 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, September 26, 1973. 

Lustrous 1858-S $10 

Rare So Fine 

1467 1858-S AU-55 (PCGS). Light, lustrous surfaces. Quite scarce in 

this high grade. The variety is typically seen at such levels as VF 

and EF. Rather modest mintage of 11,800, or less than half of 

that of 1857-S. Moreover, no examples have been known to 

have been found in hoards. A significant opportunity for the 

specialist. 

PCGS Population: 2: none finer. 

Date very high, about three times closer to the neck truncation than to the 

dentils. Deeply punched into the die and well centered left and right. 

Reverse with boldly impressed mintmark. Some cracks (or die flaws?) are 

seen at the tops of UNIT at the left. A delicate crack extends from the bor¬ 

der upward through N (TEN) and slightly into the field above. Prominent 

raised parallel die lines are seen at the upper right of the die. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, October 5, 1967. 

M\ )WKKS AND MERENA 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Prooflike Mint State 1859 $10 

Possible Proof 

( 2X photo ) 

1468 1859 MS-61 (PCGS). Considered by Harr)' Bass to be a Proof, 

which it probably is, as, per Harry Bass’s notes, the die markers 

are correct. Rich golden surfaces with some abrasions. A lovely 

specimen for the grade. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-62). 

Date widely spaced and delicate in appearance. Low on the die, about 

twice as close to the dentils as to the neck truncation above. Full Proof sur¬ 

face on obverse and reverse, including within the shield stripes. Harry Bass’ 

notes reveal that at first he questioned this being a Proof, calling it "doubt¬ 

ful,” but later compared it to a Proof, and changed his mind. Prospective 

buyers may wish to come to their own conclusions. 

Mention is made of a new reverse hub (see Breen-6391) introduced this 

year, but the differences are not notable, and few numismatists, even spe¬ 

cialists, have paid attention to the variety. 

From Stack's sale oj the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 345. 

1469 1859 EF-45. Bright yellow gold surfaces. Sharply struck and 

well detailed. A truly outstanding specimen that is deserving of 

close attention. High-grade business strikes are exceedingly 

difficult to locate. 

Obverse date seemingly from the same die as preceding, which complicates 

the “Proof question” earlier raised. Some prooflike surface on obverse and 

reverse, including within the shield stripe, but also with die striae, particu¬ 

larly on reverse, indicative of a business strike, not a Proof. An interesting 

piece for the inquisitive specialist to investigate. Harry Bass simply noted 

that it was from the identical dies as the Proof, but now lapped on both 

sides. Perhaps the lapping caused the die striae. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of February 1969, Lot 1408. 

1470 1859 EF-40. Bright yellow gold. 

Die pair seemingly as preceding, but with enough wear that some of 

minute markers cannot be seen. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, June 23, 1967. 

Highly Important 1859-0 $10 

1471 1859-0 AU-53 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Somewhat proofli 

around the letters. A very pleasing specimen of one of the n 

table rarities of the New Orleans Mint, one of just 2,300 struc 

Apparently no more than a few dozen survive, and the numb 

may even be below a dozen (see following commentary). Dc| 

glas Winter estimates the total population as only 30 to . 

coins, noting that the finest known to him is AU-50. 

David Akers checks in with this comment: “The 1859-0 is ti 

rarest O-Mint eagle, and is actually one of the rarest dates in tl 

entire 224-coin series (of coins of $10 denomination)...The bt 

I have ever personally examined was a single AU specimen, ai 

the relatively few others I have seen are only VF or EF.” 

Walter Breen, whose comments on American gold coi 

must always be considered, in his Encyclopedia, states th 

“Fewer than 12 survive. Usually in low grades; prohibitive 

rare EF.” 

Our sale of the Eliasberg Collection, October 1982, pr 

sented a very' nice EF-45 coin earlier from John H. Clapp, ar 

still earlier from J.C. Mitchelson. Our Norweb Collection co 

(March 1988) was similarly graded, as have been a handful 

other pieces that have passed through our hands over tl 

years. The Bass Collection coin is exceptionally notable, 

landmark within the series, and should attract especially wi( 

attention. 

PCGS Population: 5: 2 finer (AU-55 finest). 

Although three pairs of dies were on hand, apparently only one die p; 

was employed for the 1859-0 coinage—a logical situation considering t 

tiny mintage. 

Date logotype deeply impressed into the die, and about twice as dose 

the dentils as to the neck truncation above. 

On the reverse the O mintmark is positioned so that the tip of the am 

feather points to the upper right outside curve, and is separated from it. 

Purchased from Stack's, November 5, 1970. 
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Elusive 1859-S $10 

Akers: “Grossly Underrated” 

472 1859-S AU-53 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Much lustre is still 

seen in protected areas, this being particularly true of the re¬ 

verse. A handsome specimen of an issue which David Akers 

has stated as “grossly underrated in light of its true rarity,” fur¬ 

ther stating: “The 1859-S is as rare as the famous 1858 and 

1859-0 and thus ranks near the top of the series in rarity ac¬ 

cording to frequency of appearance at auction and rarity ac¬ 

cording to average grade.” Walter Breen comments: “Very 

rare,” and notes that all examples have a large S mintmark. 

It takes a dedicated numismatist and one with a fairly sub¬ 

stantial checkbook to collect $10 pieces by date and mint, as 

little attention was paid to these years ago, and even issues that 

appear to be common (from the aspect of mintage quantities) 

prove to be rare when specimens are sought in higher grades 

such as EF or AU. Regarding Mint State coins, forget it is the 

usual rule for branch mint pieces of this era, never mind the 

nonchalant listing of Mint State coins in the Guide Book. 

The present 1859-S represents as good an illustration as any 

to suggest that the careful student of the series would do well 

to bid liberally. The exact number of 1859-S $ 10 is not known, 

but it is only a few dozen at best, perhaps even far less. What 

this piece will bring will be seen when it crosses the auction 

block. The latest edition of the Guide Book of United States Gains 

suggests $12,000 for an AU specimen. Many comparisons 

could be made, but perhaps the 1876-CC silver twenty-cent 

piece would be a good target in this regard. Close to two dozen 

of the latter are known to exist, and a comparable AU speci¬ 

men if offered at auction would slide across the $50,000 level 

in a wink. One can hardly say that twenty-cent pieces are in the 

mainstream of popularity, as the series is from the 19th cen¬ 

tury, and is fairly obscure. If a comparison is made to a more 

popular series, it could be stated that a silver dollar of compa¬ 

rable rarity would be worth into six figures. 

In any event, the piece will bring what it brings, and our only 

purpose for the commentary is to point out that there are 

some great rarites “out there” that are not widely recognized, 

and the 1859-S is one of them. 

PCGS Population: 1: 1 finer (AU-55). 

Date logotype deep into die and two to three times closer to dentils than 

to the neck truncation. A whisper of a die crack extends from the border to 

the lower left serif of the first digit. As is true of virtually all $10 pieces of 

this era—a function of the master die—the outermost ray on star 1 is very 

close to a dentil. 

On the reverse the S is large, with the left side of the bottom left serif be¬ 

ing about even with the right upright of N (TEN). 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 660. 
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Incredible Proof 1860 $10 

1473 1860 Proof-64 (PCGS). A superb coin from any and every as¬ 

pect. The surfaces are warm and brilliant, with frosty cameo 

devices set against deep mirror fields. 

The rarity of this issue is exceeded by few other Proof gold 

coins after 1858. The mintage figure of 50 coins has been pub¬ 

lished, but it is exceedingly unlikely anywhere near this quan¬ 

tity ever reached buyers, Walter Breen’s comments that 30 

“sets” were sold notwithstanding. No matter, the same writer 

(Breen) forthrightly states: “Not over 10 traceable.” Rarity-wise 

the coin is a fitting mate to the 1860 Proof $20 offered subse¬ 

quently in the present sale. 

Expanding upon Breen’s comments (these from his Encyclo¬ 

pedia on Proof coins), he lists the specific knowledge of six 

pieces, and mentions “several impaired pieces” as well, but 

not by name. Of the coins he lists, one is in the Smithsonian 

Institution and the other is in the American Numismatic So¬ 

ciety. With regard to available Proofs that are not impaired, 

what is the rarity? Certainly not more than a handful. The 

present coin, the finest Harry Bass was able to purchase, is a 

true numismatic landmark. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (Proof-65). 

Obverse with date logotype deeply punched into the die, and very low, 

about three times closer to the dentils than to the neck truncation. 

The reverse is of the earlier hub, which was continued at a later date (af¬ 

ter 1859) on Proofs. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1068. 
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Marvelous Mint State 1860 $10 

(2X photo) 

474 1860 MS-64 (PCGS). A lustrous specimen, separated from su¬ 

perb gem status only by a few carbon marks beneath OF. We 

have never laid our eyes upon a nicer coin! 

The impression is fresh from the dies, with virtually all die 

striae (from the preparation process) still intact on the obverse 

and reverse, giving the coin a satiny appearance overall. A 

truly marvelous coin! 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Date logotype in about the same position as the Proof, but from a differ¬ 

ent die. Deeply punched. 

The reverse is of the new Type II hub, but the differences, as earlier 

noted, are not major, and few numismatists have taken note of them (Harry 

Bass being an exception). 

From Superior’s Auction '85, Lot 959. 

‘475 1860 Net EF-45; a candidate for AU status save for a partially 

removed scrape beneath the neck truncation. Light yellow 

gold overall. Quite scarce in high-grade business strike form. 

Date logotype similar to preceding. 

Purchased from N.K.S., Novem ber 15, 1968. 

476 1860 EF-45. Light yellow gold. 

Date logotype position about as preceding. 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, March 31, 1969. 

1477 1860 EF-40. Another business strike specimen of this date. 

Somewhat prooflike in protected areas, particularly within the 

shield stripes. 

Logotype positioned about as preceding. 

Purchased from Arizona Stamp and Coin Co., March 14, 1969. 

Memorable 1860-0 $10 

1478 1860-0 AU-50. Lustrous and attractive. A high-grade speci¬ 

men of the last New Orleans $10 struck prior to the Civil War. 

Of the 11,000 minted, most are in lower grades, VF being typi¬ 

cal. The present coin represents a significant opportunity. 

Date very deep into the die, more so than the Philadelphia Mint pieces 

earlier described, but about in the same position, approximately three times 

closer to a dentil than to the neck truncation above. 

Purchased from N.K.S., October 7, 1968. 

1479 1860-0 EF-40. Light yellow gold. Another nice example of this 

pre-Confederacy issue. 

Date logotype impressed into the die at medium depth, very slightly 

higher in position—but still low overall—in comparison to the previous 

piece. 

Purchased from N.K.S., March 30, 1968. 

Seldom-Seen 1860-S $10 

1480 1860-S Net VF-20; sharpness of EF-40 but cleaned. With a 

mintage of just 5,000 pieces, the 1860-S is elusive in any and all 

grades. The present coin, although it will win no condition 

awards, will serve to provide this elusive date for the specialist. 

Date very low, even closer to the dentils than on the varieties earlier de¬ 

scribed, perhaps five times closer to the dentils than to the neck truncation. 

Reverse with large S mintmark. Breen-6936, as are all. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2267. 
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Landmark Proof 1861 $10 

Fewer Than a Dozen Known 

(2X photo) 

1481 1861 Proof-64 (PCGS). A simply gorgeous coin, a nice mate 

to the 1860 Proof offered earlier and of comparable rarity. 

Although 69 Proofs are reported to have been struck, most 

were probably unsold. Walter Breen states, “Probably fewer 

than 10 survive,” of which some are impaired and others are 

institutionalized. Again, we are confronted with an issue, 

which at this grade level is one of only a handful of specimens 

in numismatic hands. The piece was a highlight of this sec¬ 

tion of Harry Bass’ collection, and its new owner will feel 

equally appreciative. 

PCGS Population: 10; none finer. 

Date logotype low, about three times closer to the dentils than to the neck 

truncation. Rather lightly but evenly and satisfactorily impressed into the 

die. 

From Stack’s ANA Sale, August 1976, Lot 3088. 

1482 1861 AU-58, or finer. Highly and nearly fully lustrous. A spl 

did specimen that ranks among the several finest we have el 
seen. 

Harry Bass in his notes observes that there was a very minute adjustni 

made to the portrait of Miss Liberty this year, the business strike, as offa 

here, being slightly different from the Proof of the same year. The dip 

ences are not salient. 

Date logotype well centered. Lightly but satisfactorily impressed. 

Reverse with many die finish lines, indicating that this may have beer* 

early impression. 

From our sale of the Armand Champa Collection, May 1972, 

352. 

1483 1861 AU-50. Much mint lustre is still seen. 

Date logotype low, nearly twice as close to the dentils as to the neck tn 

cation above, quite different from the preceding lot. The logotype is fa> 

deeply impressed into the die, more so toward the end of the date thau 

the beginning. 

On the reverse a few delicate cracks are seen from STATES, clockw 

through AME. Another crack, scarcely visible, connects the tops of NIT1 

Purchased from N.K.S., February 1, 1972. 

Impressive 1861-S $10 

1484 1861-S AU-58. Deep warm gold surfaces. Highlv lustrous. Ve 

close to Mint State, as graded by PCGS, but we would have i 

difficulty calling this MS-60. A slight toning streak is seen < 

the reverse and is mentioned for accuracy. The strike is do 

and bold. Overall, the coin is extremely impressive. 

PCGS Population: 2: none finer. 

Date logotype low on die, and about three times closer to the dentil th 

to the truncation above. Deeply punched. 

Reverse with large S mintmark (as always) leaning slightly to the left. 

From Heritage’s sale of October 1995, Lot 6322. 

Another 1861-S $10 

1485 1861-S AU-50 (PCGS). Warm yellow gold. A highly pleasii 

coin. 

PCGS Population: 8; 5 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Obverse and reverse dies as preceding. 

Purchased from Paramount via Rowe & Brownlee, March 1 

1967. 
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Final 1861-S $10 Rare Business Strike 1862 $10 

-486 1861-S VF-35. Warm yellow gold surfaces. A final example of 

this issue, a variety that is rare in any and all grades. 

Dies as preceding. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, June 30, 1967. 

Fantastic 1862 Proof $10 

About a Dozen Known 

(2X photo) 

487 1862 Proof-64 (PCGS). A splendid specimen, indeed fantastic! 

The surfaces are of warm yellow gold, the devices frosted, and 

the fields especially deeply dished and mirrorlike. A few marks 

in front of Miss Liberty’s face keep this out of a significantly 

higher grade-shall we say Proof-67? A splendid specimen. 

The Proof mintage this year was only 35 pieces, but probably 

fewer than half that number actually found buyers. The best 

estimates today are that perhaps 10 to 15 pieces are known, 

most likely 10 to 12. Of these, some are impaired and at least 

two are comfortably ensconced in institutions (the Smithso¬ 

nian and the American Numismatic Society). In terms of qual¬ 

ity pieces held in numismatic hands, the Proof 1862 tanks in 

the same elite class as the earlier offered 1860 and 1861. The 

present specimen, the finest Harry Bass was able to acquire, 

will draw a Wide circle of interest. 

PCGS Population: 6; none finer. 

Date logotype deeply punched and well centered. 

From Stack’s ANA Sale, September 1996, Lot 3089. 

Somewhat Prooflike 

1488 1862 AU-55 (PCGS). Warm yellow gold surfaces, proofiike 

characteristics in protected areas. Quite elusive in high busi¬ 

ness strike grades. Typically, the condition encountered is VF 

or EF. 

PCGS Population: 8; 3 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Date logotype deeply punched and well centered. Very difficult to differ¬ 

entiate from the Proof die (could it have been from the same die?). How¬ 

ever, the reverse is not from the Proof die, as there are some minute differ¬ 

ences in detail within the shield. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, October 3, 1967. 

High-Grade 1862-S $10 

1489 1862-S EF-45 (PCGS). Warm yellow gold. A fairly high-grade 

example of an issue for which Very Fine is par. “A very rare 

coin in all grades,” notes David Akers. 

Only 12,500 were minted, for at the time at the San Fran¬ 

cisco Mint the $20 was the denomination of choice for trea¬ 

sury shipments, bullion transactions, and exports (discussed at 

some length in the recent book. The Treasure Ship S.S. Brother 

Jonathan). 

Date logotype deeply entered into the die and well centered. 

Reverse with large S nicely centered in the niche created by the eagle 

feather and branch. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

2269. 
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Exceedingly Rare Proof 1863 $10 

Estimated 8-10 Surviving 

1490 1863 Proof-64 (PCGS). A splendid specimen, virtual perfec¬ 

tion save for a couple of toning flecks. Frosty, satiny devices 

are set against deep mirror Fields, highly basined, giving a 

cameo-like effect to the coin. The 1863 Proof is of exquisite 

rarity and extreme desirability. 

Regarding Proofs, only 30 were struck, with both Walter 

Breen and David Akers estimating that only eight to 10 survive 

today. From these we can subtract one each at the Smithsonian 

Institution and the American Numismatic Society, and also de¬ 

duct examples that are impaired. We are left with an opportu¬ 

nity of opportunities within the Proof gold series. No matter 

what the price paid, the new owner will have secured an 

American numismatic treasure. 

It has been our general experience that Proof $ 10 pieces of 

the 19th century are rarer than any other denominations of 

the same era. Thus, the present lineup of glittering Proofs 

from the Bass Collection will be forever remembered by con¬ 

noisseurs and students of the series. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer. 

Date logotype deeply punched into die and well centered. Small date 

digits give a nice feeling of balance. Under extreme magnification some 

curlicue raised die finish lines are seen on the portrait in front of the ear, 

somewhat reminiscent of the lines on the 1907 Indian coins by Saint- 

Gaudens, the rare varieties with periods on the reverse. Some scattered 

raised rust(?) dots are seen here and there on the image. 

From Abner Kreisbergs sale of November 1970, Lot 1846. 
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Impressive Business Strike 1863 $10 

From Proof Obverse Die 

(2X photo) 

491 1863 AU-55 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold surfaces, somewhat 

prooflike. Definitely struck as a business strike, not a Proof, 

and with many areas of lustre still visible. Die striae are seen, 

particularly on the reverse, indicative of an early impression. 

The business strike mintage amounted to only 1,218 pieces, 

creating a prime rarity. David Akers suggests that business 

strikes in any level of preservation are about as rare as Proofs. 

Walter Breen credits the presently offered specimen, which he 

calls “Uncirculated,” as the finest known to him and “possibly 

the only Uncirculated.” We are thus moved to suggest that 

while PCGS has graded this AU-55, others have considered it 

to be Mint State. Grading has been, is presently, and always 

will be, largely a matter of opinion and we invite anyone to as¬ 

sign their own Uncirculated grade to it, if they wish. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (AU-58). 

Struck from the Proof obverse die as used for the preceding piece, as iden¬ 

tified by certain markers on the portrait. This particular aspect does not 

seem to have been published previously, although Harry Bass was aware of 

it. 
The reverse is from a business strike die, not a Proof die, and differs fiom 

that used on the Proofs. 

The reason for the use of the Proof obverse die seems obvious: only a few 

were minted, and there seemed to be no need to make up a special die for 

this purpose. On the other hand, the Proof reverse die used for 1863 $10 

pieces was not dated and could be used at any time. Thus, the Proof was not 

used to make business strikes. 

from Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 668. 

Important 1863-S $10 

1492 1863-S AU-53 (PCGS). Warm yellow gold. Highly lustrous, es¬ 

pecially in protected areas. A very pleasing coin, and one that 

is quite rare in this high grade level. “Prohibitively rare LI,” 

notes Walter Breen, while David Akers says essentially the 

same thing, further noting that almost all that have come to 

market have been only Fine or Very Fine. We note that the re¬ 

covery of coins from the S.S. Brother Jonathan yielded not a 

single specimen of this issue. In an absolute sense a high-grade 

1863-S $10 remains an extreme rarity. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Date positioned farther to the left than on the Philadelphia Mint coins, 

but still centered between the neck truncation and the dentils. Thorn or 

prominent line extending from earlobe. The arrangement of stars on this 

die—a subject not delved into in depth in the present catalogue—is such that 

st'ars 1-5 are very close to the dentils, star 6 is distant, star 7 is close, and the 

remaining stars are distant. Should this aspect be studied at length, no 

doubt characteristics would vary from issue to issue, from year to year. 

From Stack’s sale of September 1968, Lot 396. 

Another Rare 1863-S $10 

1493 1863-S Net EF-40; sharpness of EF-45, but lightly cleaned. The 

coin is quite attractive overall, and will stand on its own along¬ 

side just about any other EF-40 coin of its era. 

Obverse and reverse dies as preceding. 

Purchased from N.K.S., February 23, 1968. 
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Important 1864 $10 Proof Rarity 

1494 1864 Proof-64 (PCGS). A highly important specimen from the 

combined aspects of rarity and beauty. Concerning the latter, 

the devices are satiny and frosty and are set in deeply dished 

fields that are fully mirrorlike—creating an elegant cameo ef¬ 

fect. Surfaces are virtually pristine and, in our estimation, 

could just as easily be called Proof-65. No matter what number 

you assign, quality comes to the fore. Here, indeed, is an unfor¬ 

gettable coin! 

The mintage figure of 50 pieces represents specimens deliv¬ 

ered on February 11, and no doubt produced in advance for 

possible sale. However, buyers did not materialize, and prob¬ 

ably no more than 20 were ever sold. Today it is generally esti¬ 

mated that a dozen or so exist, Breen and Akers both suggest¬ 

ing 12 to 15. From this estimate must be deducted institution¬ 

alized pieces as well as impaired coins. Thus, similar to the rare 

Proofs of the 1860s offered earlier, the coin is one of just a 

handful of aesthetically pleasing pieces held in private hands. 

PCGS Population: 5; 1 finer (Proof-65). 

As has been mentioned elsewhere in the catalogue, ordering Proofs was 

not an easy matter during this era. The Philadelphia Mint would not accept 

federal greenback notes at par for its own coins, and thus gold could only be 

purchased at a steep premium (the government kept separate books on gold 

coins sold at premiums, and later published a list, recently excerpted in the 

book, The Treasure Ship S.S. Brother Jonathan), or else accepted payment in 

other gold coins, plus a proofing charge. To obtain other gold coins, a nu¬ 

mismatist had to go to a bullion or exchange broker and at that location 

buy them at a sharp premium in greenbacks. The procedure was anything 

but simple. 

Further, Proof large-denomination gold coins were not extensively 

popular with numismatists until the 1930s. One need but go to auction 

catalogues of the 1920s to find Liberty Head Proof coins selling for just a 

modest amount over face value! Faced with lack of marketability for these 

coins, many holders of Proofs simply spent them. Finally, when gold coins 

became popular in an extensive way in the 1930s (a passion growing in 

intensity in the 1940s and increasing ever since), it was found that Proof 

gold, never common to begin with, was simply not available—unless you 

were in the right spot at the right time with the right amount of money. In 

the modern era, often years will elapse between offerings of 1864 Proof 

$10 pieces. 

Date very high, and nearly twice as close to the neck truncation as to the 

dentils. Deeply impressed into the die. With large “open” 4 as used on 

certain other denominations, providing a rather ungainly appearance, 

but one that is common to all pieces of this denomination. Unlike the 

Proof of the preceding year, the head of Miss Liberty on the present coin 

is very carefully finished, with scarcely a notable marker in sight. How¬ 

ever, we do note that she has two raised stripes on her earlobe. Several 

stars at the left show pronounced doubling, but whether this is from the 

striking process or the die we cannot state without seeing a companion 

coin. The doubling begins in a significant way on star 3, and continues to 

star 7. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1075. 
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Rare 1864 $10 

High-Grade Business Strike 

495 1 864 AU-55 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold surfaces. A pleasing 

specimen. One of the nicest business strikes we have ever 

handled. 

The rarity is accounted for by the low mintage of just 3,530 

pieces, of which probably no more than a few dozen can be 

accounted for today—although no one has kept track. David 

Akers in his study found more Proofs than business strikes! It 

takes a truly dedicated numismatist to collect Proofs and busi¬ 

ness strikes combined in the high-denomination gold series, 

but this was what Harr)' Bass did. Anyone following in his foot¬ 

steps would do well to bid liberally on the present coin. 

PCGS Population: 2; 2 finer (MS-61 finest). 

Date low, about one and a half times closer to the dentils than to the neck 

truncation. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1076. 

Elusive 1864-S Eagle 

Classic Rarity 

496 1864-S VF-35 (PCGS). Medium yellow gold, somewhat pale. A 

pleasing example at this grade level of an issue which is recog¬ 

nized as a classic rarity in its field. 

Only 2,500 examples were minted. Over the years very few 

coins have appeared on the market, and many if not most gold 

specialists lack an example. The S.S. Brother Jonathan provided 

no example at all. For the eagle specialist this is a highly signifi¬ 

cant opportunity. 
From Stack's sale of the Bartle Collection, October 1984, Lot 1200. 

1865 Proof $10 Rarity 

The Eliasberg Coin 

(2X photo) 

1497 1865 Proof-63 (PCGS). Twenty-five Proofs were struck of this 

year, but only seven or eight can be accounted for today, in¬ 

cluding one permanently impounded in the Smithsonian Insti¬ 

tution and another held by the American Numismatic Society. 

At least two others are damaged. Thus, it can be readily seen 

that the present specimen is one of the most important pieces 

in this dazzling, indeed unforgettable, lineup of Proof eagles. 

A generous bid is indicated and deserved. 

PCGS Population: 2; 5 finer (Proof-65 finest). 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, October 

1982, Lot 722. Earlier from the John H. Clapp Collection; earlier 

from Wilcox, 1896. In the Eliasberg sale, we called this coin choice 

Proof, a sentiment which we agree with today. A splendid specimen, 

excelled by no other we have encountered. 
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Lustrous 1865 Eagle 

1498 1865 AU-55 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike. 

A major rarity in business strike form, one of just 3,980 struck. 

David Akers suggests that the typically encountered piece is 

only VF-30! An important opportunity for the connoisseur and 

specialist. 

PCGS Population: 3; 2 finer (MS-63 finest). 

Date logotype deeply punched into the die and somewhat low, ever so 

slightly lower than on the preceding Proof. 

From Stack's sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 

1106. 

Rare 1865-S $10 

1499 1865-S AU-50 (PCGS). Well struck, brilliant, and somewhat 

prooflike. A very attractive example of an issue which is not 

often seen in any grade, much less so at this level. “Prohibi¬ 

tively rare above VF,” notes Walter Breen, but here we have an 

AU! Similarly, David Akers pays high tribute to this coin, not¬ 

ing that he has never seen a specimen crossing the EF grade 

line. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Date very high and twice as close to the neck truncation as to the dentils. 

Deeply punched into die. 

Reverse with large S mintmark. Walter Breen states that there is doubling, 

but such is minimal on the present coin and scarcely worthy of notice. Some 

clash marks from the head of Miss Liberty are seen below the eagle. 

From our sale of the Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. Collection, October 

1982, Lot 723, there called EF-40. Believed to be the specimen from 

the Belden Roach Collection (B. MaxMehl, February 1944). 

Another Important 1865-S Eagle 

1500 1865-S EF-45 (PCGS). Another specimen of this elusive issue. 

Bright yellow gold with much lustre remaining. A splendid 

coin, a rarity. 

PCGS Population: 2; 2 finer (AU-50 finest). 

Dies and states similar to the preceding. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, June 13, 1967. 

1865-S Over Inverted 186 

1501 1865-S 865 over inverted 186. AU-50 (PCGS). Warm yelltjj 

gold. A very nice example of this blundered date. The logotyj] 

was first punched in an inverted position, the gaffe was reco- 

nized, and it was repunched in the correct position. Howeva 

under magnification the inverted digits 186 can be seen. 

The 1865-S over inverted date is scarce in all grades, but n* 

quite as scarce as the perfect date variety. The nicest know 

was recovered from the wreck of the S.S. Brother Jonathan, 

choice Mint State coin, the buyer being Ronald Gillio, wH 

promptly placed it on exhibit at the museum of numismatj 

rarities in the Mandalay Bay Resort in Las Vegas—where it h; 

been quite a showpiece and attraction. 

A few dozen specimens of this variety have been accounts 

for, of which this ranks among the finest we have seen. For tH 

$10 specialist this blundered date is, of course, a “must have 

variety. And, indeed, its appeal extends far beyond that circll 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Date logotype deeply punched into die and very high, at least three dm« 

closer to the neck truncation than to the dentils. Punched over an earli> 

inverted logotype entry, as mentioned. 

Reverse with large S mintmark. 

From Quality Sales Corporation's auction of November 1970, L 

1846A. 

1866-S Without Motto $10 

Early Type of the Year 

1502 1866-S No Motto. AU-53 (PCGS). Rich lustrous gold surface* 

The early style of the issue, made before the motto wa 

adopted. Mintage estimated at only 8,500 pieces, this con 

pared to 11,500 for the later Witli-Motto style. A classic rarit 

in the $10 series, and one of the more interesting. 

When seen, the 1866-S No Motto is apt to be in VF or, oca 

sionally, EF grade, very rarely AU. The present piece reprt 

sents a great find for the connoisseur and specialist. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (AU-55). 

Obverse date logotype high, nearly twice as close to the neck truncation a 

to the dentils. Positioned left of center. A tiny die line extending upwar 

from the border past 3 serves as a “marker” which reappears subsequent! 

to identify the same obverse die used with another reverse (With Motto). 

The reverse is of the old style, without motto, somewhat anachronistic a 

San Francisco, as Philadelphia eagles this year were of the With-Motto styl< 

Medium S mintmark. Raised rust spots in the first “white” vertical shiel 

stripe serve to hallmark this die for future reference. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of March 1969, Lot 445. 
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Impressive Proof 1866 $10 

First Year With Motto 

503 1866 With Motto. Proof-64 (PCGS). Frosty devices are set 

against a deep mirror background. As is the case with virtually 

all Proofs of this era, the Fields are deeply basined, adding to 

the cameo effect. While PCGS has suggested this is Proof-64, 

we would be comfortable with a Proof-65 grade and encourage 

bids accordingly. Whichever grade you choose, the piece 

stands tall and proud as one of the finest known of the Proofs 

still in existence. Only 30 were minted, and of that number it is 

believed that no more than 10 survive. From the population 

the institutionalized and impaired coins can he subtracted, 

yielding pet haps five coins that are in private hands and that 

have excellent aesthetic appeal. 

Beyond the attributes of this piece as a beautiful Proof rarity is 

its status as the first year with the motto IN GOD WE TRUST. 

Thus, there is further demand from numismatists desiring to 

put together a set of the first year of the various designs. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Date logotype far left and slightly high of center, noticeably closer to the 

neck truncation than to the dentils. Logotype punched deeply into the 

die. 

On the reverse, the motto IN GOD WE TRLJST appears for the first 

time. Upon close examination it is seen that the letters are irregularly dis¬ 

tributed. The N (IN) should be tilted slightly to the right to conform with 

the ribbon, but is not. The U (TRUST) should also be to the right, and the 

second T is low. These features were in the huh and master die, and are 

common to all $10 issues of the era. Thus they have not attracted any par¬ 

ticular notice—any more than the quite irregularly spaced letters in the word 

LIBERTY in the headdress on the 1854-1889 $3 has attracted notice or, 

for that matter, even a mention. 

From Rarcoa's sale of the Kaufman Collection, August 1978, Lot 

878. 
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Elusive Business Strike $10 

With Motto 

1504 1866 With Motto. Breen-6952. Doubled Date. AU-55. Lus¬ 

trous and rich gold surfaces. A splendid specimen that will de¬ 

light the advanced collector. Quite scarce. 

Date doubled, apparently as on all business strikes, designated as Breen- 

6952. The four-digit date logotype was punched into the working die slightly 

to the right, then mostly effaced, then punched deeply into its present posi¬ 

tion. The result is very obvious when viewed under even low magnification. 

As it is believed that all business strikes have this characteristic, there is no 

particular premium attached to the curiosity. In the highest notch on star 5 

there is a raised arc, possibly from some lint on the master die. This serves 

as a marker for further study. 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 21, 1968. 

Scarce 1866-S $10 

With Motto 

1505 1866-S With Motto. AU-50 (PCGS). Warm lustrous gold su 

faces. Elusive in all grades, “Prohibitively rare in EF,” writi 

Walter Breen. A highly important piece that should attra* 

wide bidding attention. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (AU-58). 

Obverse die as used on the 1866-S Without Motto, identified by a tiny d| 

line extending from the dentils past star 3, directed upward. 

Reverse with motto IN GOD WE TRUST, this being its first appearanci 

Very tiny S mintmark, the smallest seen in the series to date. Left side 

motto somewhat light in the die, with bottom ribbon incomplete. 

Purchased from N.K.S., September 5,1967. 
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506 1867 Proof-64 (PCGS). A splendid specimen. Medium yellow 

gold. Frosted surfaces give a cameo-like effect. Dies basined, 

but not as deeply as on preceding Proofs. 

The Proof mintage is reported as 50 pieces, but something 

happened along the distribution line, and David Akers esti¬ 

mates that only seven or eight survive, with Walter Breen put¬ 

ting the number ever so slightly higher. Of these, if institution¬ 

alized and impaired pieces are deducted we may have a net of, 

say, just three or four attractive pieces in private hands! The 

word O-P-P-O-R-T-U-N-l-T-Y comes to the fore, as it does so 

often in the present sale. Whatever the price paid, the owner 

will obtain a coin which was the Finest Han*)' Bass could lo¬ 

cate and, further, which will forever be an American numis¬ 

matic treasure. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Date somewhat lightly punched into the die and fairly high. Tiny lump 

on hair just above ear. 

At the American Numismatic Association Convention the well-known 

Internet service. Collector’s Universe, had a “Stump the Experts” quiz. 

One of the questions asked was: “Which denomination of gold coins has 

the fewest gem Proof pieces surviving today?” The answer was the Liberty 

Head $ 10 series. 

From Stack’s sale of May 1974, Lot 491. 

1867 Proof $10 Rarity 

Akers: “Only 7 or 8 Known” 
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Rare Business Strike 1867 $10 

1507 1867 AU-53 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. A pleasing specimen at 

this grade level. Only 3,090 business strikes were made, of 

which the vast majority have disappeared, yielding perhaps a 

total population in the 50 to 75 range, if indeed that. The 

present piece is one of the finest we have ever offered. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (AU-55). 

Date logotype quite low, about twice as close to the dentils as to the neck 

truncation. Heavily punched into the die. 

On the reverse the left ribbon end is slightly weak, which seems to be the 

nile, not the exception, for business strikes of this era (and thus is not men¬ 

tioned here except in passing). 

Purchased from William Dormer, September 14,1967. 

Important 1867-S $10 

1508 1867-S AU-50 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. A highly importa 

date and mint variety, one of relatively few known to exist 

the AU level. Indeed, in his survey of auction appearances ov» 

a long period of years, the best David .Akers was able to find 

the literature was EF, and he never saw one even at this leva 

“Fine and VF specimens are all this date has to offer, andl 

have nett seen one graded a full EF.” To be perfectly fair ar 

objective, some inflation has occurred in the grading field, arr 

perhaps a few pieces called EF earlier might be called AU now 

In any event, the present AU is certainly very important. 

PCGS Population: 3; 3 finer (AU-55 finest). 

Date logotype slightly high. Punched into the die at medium depth. 

Reverse with tiny S mintmark leaning left, situated below and slightly let! 

of the arrow feather tip. 

From Parke-Bemet Galleries’ sale of the McGraw Collection, Mo\ 

1968, Lot 168. 
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Gem 1868 Proof Rarity 

11509 1868 Proof-65 (PCGS). A gem specimen of rare beauty and 

great desirability. Light yellow gold. Frosted devices give a 

cameo-like effect. The fields are no longer deeply basined as in 

an earlier era; we mention this now but will discontinue fur¬ 

ther notations in this regard. Certainly, this is one of the very 

finest remaining pieces from a Proof population that may only 

be seven or eight specimens. In a situation similar to that of 

the 1867 Proof, if one deducts impaired and institutionalized 

coins, just a handful of aesthetically pleasing specimens exist 

in private hands. Again, the chance to buy this coin is no doubt 

more important than the price paid. Harry Bass learned over 

a long period of years that if he wanted something, he would 

do well to “reach" for it, never mind current price lists, etc. 

The day after a given auction, he had the coin in his posses¬ 

sion, while all other bidders were still trying to find one- 

most never achieving success. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Date left of the normal position and slightly high. Logotype punched 

into the die at medium depth. 

From Stack’s sale of May 1974, Lot 492. 
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1510 1868 EF-40. Light yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike. 

Date logotype very high, about 2Vi times closer to the neck truncation 

than to the dentils. Deeply punched into die. 

Purchased from N.K.S., June 23, 1970. 

1868-S $10 Rarity 

1511 1868-S AU-53 (PCGS). Highly lustrous and frosty, of a quality 

that could no doubt be called AU-55 or AU-58—but, then, 

resubmissions to grading services help pay their bills and in¬ 

crease the bottom line. Seriously, the present coin is certainly 

at the very least a “high-end” AU-53 and will certainly delight 

the purchaser. 

The mintage of 1868-S amounted to 13,500 pieces, strictly a 

utilitarian coinage, as all were placed into circulation, where 

they became worn quickly. Today, when an 1868-S is found it 

is usually in VF grade, only rarely EF, and ever so seldom AU. 

PCGS Population: 7; 5 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Date logotype very high, at least three times closer to the neck truncation 

than £q the dentils. Deeply punched into the die. 

Reverse with tiny S mintmark. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, January 24, 1968. 

Another Notable 1868-S $10 

1512 1868-S AU-53. Another notable specimen, but not quite- 

nice as the preceding one, in our opinion. If we were seated 

the darkened grading room at PCGS headquarters out in C 

fornia, we would have called the preceding coin at least AU- 

possibly AU-58, but would stick with the AU-53 grade for n 

one offered here. However, in absolute terms—consulting 

literature—the AU-53 number is very impressive. Again, here] 

an important opportunity. 

Obverse die logotype position similar to or identical to preceding. 

Reverse with tiny S mintmark slightly to the left in comparison to the y, 

ceding. 

Purchased from Stack’s, November 5,1970. 

A Final 1868-S $10 

1513 1868-S EF-40. A final specimen of this somewhat scarce vs 

etv. Pale yellow gold with some magenta toning in protect! 

areas. 

Obverse die similar to or identical to preceding. 

Reverse with small S mintmark, similar to preceding regarding positii 

but die with slightly different markers here and there (most notably wit. 

the shield). 

From Superior's sate of January 1973, Lot 694. 

358 BOWERS AND MERE 



/ he Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part 11 

Gem Proof 1869 $10 

An Incredible Rarity 

1869 Proof-65 (PCGS). A lovely specimen with rich gold sur¬ 

faces. Frosty devices give the piece a cameo-like effect, as do 

the significantly basined field, somewhat of an anachronism, a 

return to the earlier years of the decade. 

The Proof mintage was a paltry 25 pieces, of which fewer 

than half are believed to exist today, again with the consider¬ 

ations that some are institutionalized and others are damaged. 

As to the number of splendid gems mounting a challenge to 

the Bass Collection coin, might there be three or four? In any 

event, the number is very small, it may be years until we offer 

another specimen at auction. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (Proof-66). 

Date logotype lightly into the die, somewhat to the left, and ever so 

slightly high (with regard to the first digit). On the head of Miss Liberty 

some markers serve to identify the die, including a rust spot resembling a 

tiny earring beneath the lobe, and several scattered rust spots to the left of 

the lowest left curl. 

On the reverse the “white" shield stripes are quite curious and irregular, 

the Proof surface being interrupted many times. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1078. 
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High-Grade 1869-S $10 Impressive Proof 1870 $10 

1515 1869-S EF-45. Medium yellow gold. A high-grade example of 

this “Very rare” (Breen) issue, the same writer adding: “Pro¬ 

hibitively rare EF.” Some lustre is still seen in protected areas. 

Date logotype lightly impressed into the die and slightly high. 

Reverse with tiny S mintmark boldly impressed into the die, left of and 

about even with the lowest feather tip. For a change, the left side of the rib¬ 

bon is sharply defined. 

Purchased from N.K.S., November 15, 1967. 

1517 1870 Proof-64 (PCGS). A splendid Proof from a mintage 

only 35 pieces. It is likely that no more than a dozen remai 

some of which are institutionalized and others of which 3 

impaired. The present coin brings to market the finest Prct 

purchased by Harry Bass in three decades, a fantastic coin tl 

will attract a lot of attention. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

Another Scarce 1869-S $10 Lustrous 1870 Eagle 

1516 1869-S Net EF-40; sharpness of AU-50, some scratches on the 

face, which have mostly blended color-wise into the surface. 

Scarce, and one of the nicest seen. 

Logotype deeply punched into the die and slightly low. 

Reverse with small S mintmark, deep into the die, slightly low, with the 

upper right being beneath the feather tip. Left side of motto ribbon weak. 

1518 1870 Breen-6961. Repunched 0. AU-50 (PCGS). A brig. 

golden example with ample mint lustre in the protected are: 

Quite attractive. 

From Heritage’s sale of October 1995, Lot 6352. 

1519 1870 Breen-6961. Repunched 0. EF-40. Light gold with trac 

of lustre. A scratch is noted on Miss Liberty’s cheek. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of January 1973, Lot 251. 
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Exceedingly Important 1870-CC Eagle 

Carson City Rarity 

Key to the Series 

•20 1870-CC EF-40 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold with traces of lus¬ 

tre in the peripheries. A splendid example, one of the liner 

known pieces of this landmark Carson City issue. The only 

competitor rarity-wise to the 1870-CC is the 1870-CC, but the 

1870-CC takes top honors. 
Regarding this, David Akers noted: “The 1870-CC is one of 

the two rarest Carson City Mint eagles, comparable in overall 

rarity to the lower mintage 1879-CC. However, if one takes 

condition rarity into account as well as overall rarity, then the 

1870-CC would have to be rated the rarest eagle from this 

mint. In fact, only the famous double eagle of the same date 

surpasses the 1870-CC eagle as the rarest of all Carson City 

gold coins. Basically, the only specimens available (and there 

are really not that many) grade Fine to VF...” 
As to the number known of the 1870-CC, no accounting has 

been made in the past or could easily be made now. Perhaps 

an educated guess would be somewhere between 20 and 30. 

Similar to the other early Carson City Mint coins, the 1870- 

CC eagle seems to have been distributed primarily in the re¬ 

gion in which it was minted. Few if any were exported at or 

near the time of issue, and any that were shipped overseas in 

later years were apt to already show extensive signs of wear. 

The Bass Collection coin is incredibly important as an abso¬ 

lute rarity, but further significant for its high grade. Indeed, 

this is the finest Harry Bass was able to locate in over 30 years 

of searching. 

PCGS Population: 6; 3 finer (AU-50 finest). 

Purchased from Rarcoa, August 24, 1973. 
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Exceptional-Grade 1870-S Eagle 

High Condition Census 

1521 1870-S AU-53 (PCGS). Reflective very light yellow gold lustre 

with sharp design details. One of the very finest in existence. 

Indeed, when David Akers wrote his text on $ 10 gold coins he 

noted that he had never seen one higher than EF grade. Allow¬ 

ing for “condition inflation” perhaps the present piece could 

have been called “very high level EF” in David Akers’ time of 

study. Or, equally likely, this piece may not have been available 

for him to view, as it was purchased significantly before he be¬ 

gan his research. However, the specimen we sold in the Elias- 

berg Collection, 1982, was described by us as Choice AU. With 

this as a background, we state that the Bass Collection speci¬ 

men is one of the very finest known, and at the AU-53 level is 

indeed in extraordinary preservation. 

Not only is the 1870-S a condition rarity in the grade here 

offered, but the absolute mintage, only 8,000 (Guide Book) or 

9,000 (Breen) pieces, ranks it as one of the most-difficult-to- 

find coins of this denomination. By several angles and aspects 

of evaluation, the present 1870-S is a landmark. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, November 75, 1967. 

Incredibly Important Proof 1871 $10 

(2X photo) 

1522 1871 Proof-64 (PCGS). Bright, light gold coloration perfec 

frames the frosted devices. With a business strike mintage 

only 1,790 pieces and a Proof mintage of just 30 pieces, tl 

date is rare in any format. Breen estimates that “possibly 10 

12 Proofs survive.” 

Of the few surviving Proofs, several are institutionalized 

are impaired. The appearance of the present coin is inde* 

one of the most important opportunities in this offering, h 

call our earlier comment that of all areas of Proof coinag 

high-grade eagles of the Liberty Head design are especially d' 

ficult to locate, more so than denominations above or below 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976. 
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A Second 1871 Business Strike $10 

Impressive Rarity 

, 1523 1871 AU-55 (PCGS). Prooflike, as are most, if not all. Sharply 

struck and attractive. An outstanding specimen, Condition 

Census quality. Only 1,790 business strikes were minted, and 

of that number probably no more than 40 to 75 pieces exist 

today. Coin for coin, year for year, issue for issue, $10 pieces 

are generally rarer than any other denominations, including 

the larger double eagle. The specialist will recognize this as a 

landmark opportunity. A second business strike specimen, 

probably purchased by Harry Bass simply to take advantage of 

what he considered to be an extraordinary opportunity, as he 

already was comfortable with the ownership of the piece listed 

above. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-60). 

Purchased from Paramount, February 13, 1968. 

A Third Business Strike 1871 Eagle 

11524 1871 EF-45. A well-struck example with ample mint lustre re¬ 

maining in the recesses. Light golden color. A third and final 

opportunity to purchase an 1871 $10 from this auction. 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, December 16, 1971. 

High-Grade 1871-CC Rarity 

1525 1871-CC AU-50 (PCGS). Light yellow gold widi moderate 

abrasions, the surfaces slightly subdued as a result. Light 

greenish gold with very faint traces of orange toning. Traces of 

mint lustre are visible, particularly on the reverse. The 1870- 

CC is one of the scarcest of all Carson City issues, combining 

as it does an early date and the situation that most if not all 

pieces were distributed regionally rather than internationally. 

Of the surviving examples, nearly all are in grades lower than 

the present coin. In fact, the Eliasberg specimen was EF-40, it¬ 

self a notable piece, but not a match for the Bass coin offered 

here. 

PCGS Population: 4; 5 finer (AU-58 finest). 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

•2303. 

Another Important 1871-CC $10 

1526 1871-CC EF-45. This is another wonderful specimen of the 

scarce and highly prized 1871-CC $10. Pleasing surfaces with 

traces of lustre remaining. Light golden lustre. Some evidence 

of a light cleaning long ago. 

Purchased from Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Februa ry 18, 1971. 

High-Grade 1871-S Rarity 

“Prohibitively Rare” 

1527 1871-S AU-50 (PCGS). A wonderful example with consider¬ 

able lustre and very minor surface marks. A small mark below 

the eagle’s beak provides a convenient pedigree marker. Ex¬ 

tremely rare above Very Fine condition. Traces of mint lustre 

are seen on both obverse and reverse. Breen states: “Prohibi¬ 

tively rare above VF.” Here is an important purchase opportu¬ 

nity. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (AU-55 finest). 
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1528 1871-S VF-35. Light coloration with hints of reddish gold in 

the recesses. An interesting, squarish “island” appears in the 

obverse field near the third star. It may be that a chip of the 

obverse die became detached leaving the raised area. Another 

example of this elusive issue. Just 16,500 were coined. Unlike 

double eagles, which were widely exported, most eagles re¬ 

mained stateside. When gold was called in by the government 

in 1933 and 1934, the majority of pieces went to the melting 

pot. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, July 31, 1967. 

Delightful Proof 1872 $10 

Incredible Rarity 

(2X photo) 

1529 1872 Proof-64 (PCGS). A very impressive specimen with the 

fully reflective fields highlighting the devices. A tiny, circular 

white area is noted in the left obverse field between Liberty’s 

jaw and the second star. 

Only 30 Proofs were coined this year, but probably no more 

than 15 to 20 were sold, of which an estimated 10 to 12 exist to¬ 

day. Considering that several pieces are in permanent museum 

collections and certain other pieces are impaired, the offering of 

the present coin represents an extraordinary opportunity to ac¬ 

quire an exceptional rarity. 

PCGS Population: 5; 4 finer (Proof-66 finest). 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff August 1973. 

Extremely Rare 1872 $10 

Notable Quality 

1530 1872 AU-55 (PCGS). A nicely struck specimen with abunda: 

mint lustre remaining. In 1988 Walter Breen estimated th 

only about 10 to 12 specimens survive from the original bu: 

ness strike mintage of 16,620 pieces, a dramatic commenta 

which indicates that business strikes are in the same catego | 

as Proofs! Considering that 1,630 business strikes were pr 

duced, and that perhaps a typical double eagle of this era wou 

have a present survival rate in the range of 5% to 10% of til 

coinage, it can be seen that for the eagle, the survival rate > 

less than 1%! 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Throughout the present offering the method of distribution of eagh| 

should be kept in mind, noting that survival rates tend to be very low in 

areas. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, L 

2197. 

Low-Mintage 1872-CC $10 

1531 1872-CC Breen-6971. Doubled Reverse Die. EF-45 (PCGS 
Light yellow gold. A scrape in the left reverse field stands out 

Slightly doubled reverse die with the doubling plainly visible » 

STA, this being designated as Breen-1671 and mentioned onii 

casually—as the aspect, while curious, does not measurably adl 

to the value. 

In their reference on Carson City coinage, Douglas Winte 

and Lawrence Cutler commented that “the 1872-CC is one c 

the most underrated and undervalued coins struck at th) 

Carson City Mint.” Indeed, with a lew mintage to begin witb 

and a low survival ratio, the comment stands. One of mam 

important opportunities in the present sale. 

From Abe Kosoff s ANA Sale, August 1968, Lot 1026. 
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Another Important 1872-CC $10 

1532 1872-CC VF-35 (PCGS). Medium gold with splashes of reddish 

gold at the date. An evenly worn specimen with a pleasing 

overall appearance. Another opportunity to compete to pur¬ 

chase a Carson City eagle that rarely crosses the auction block. 

Purchased from N.K.S., August 21, 1968. 

1533 1872-S EF-45. Generous amounts of mint lustre are noted in 

the recesses. An attractive specimen without any serious edge 

abrasions that are usually the case. Another scarce issue of the 

period with just 17,000 pieces struck. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

1534 1872-S EF-45. A particularly well-struck example with lustre 

still remaining in the recesses. A pleasing example of this rar¬ 

ity. 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, December 16, 1971. 

1535 1872-S EF-40. Hints of mint lustre remain in the deepest re¬ 

cesses. A third specimen of this date and mint. 

1536 1872-S VF-35. A heavily bagmarked example with some mint 

lustre in the recesses. 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, April 7, 1969. 

Extraordinary 1873 Proof $10 

Classic Rarity 

(2X photo) 

1537 1873 Closed 3. Proof-64 (PCGS). Light golden over fully re¬ 

flective fields. This date is rare in both formats with just 25 

Proofs struck and 800 pieces issued for circulation. Regarding 

Proofs, of this small number, it is estimated that no more than 

a dozen survive. Deduct the usual institutionalized and dam¬ 

aged pieces and the net number in private hands is apt to be 

about four to six. The present piece, the finest Harry Bass was 

able to locate in many years of searching, is thus exceedingly 

important. And, as if that were not enough, in business strike 

grades the issue is an incredible rarity as well. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

From Paramount’s auction of July 1979, Lot 336. 
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Finest Graded 1873-CC $10 

Incredible Rarity 

1538 1873-CC Closed 3. AU-53 (PCGS). Closed 3 in date as are all 

known survivors from the mintage of 12,000 coins. An attrac¬ 

tive example that is quite well struck, which is unusual. Winter 

and Cutler stated that the 1873-CC eagle is “unknown above 

Extremely Fine-45.” Obviously, they were not familiar with this 

example, which has been off the market for a long time. A 

couple of other pieces are reported at the AU level, but how 

resubmissions and grading inflation factor, we do not know. In 

any event, the present piece stands high as one of the most 

important Carson City offerings of our era. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 707. 

Another Memorable 1873-CC $10 

Exceptional Quality 

1539 1873-CC EF-45 (PCGS). Medium gold with some mint lustre i 

the deepest recesses. A high-grade example of this rarity thi 

has a pleasing overall appearance. A second and exceeding! 

important opportunity to acquire an exceptional 1873-CC $1 

a coin combining exceptional quality and exceptional rarity. 

PCGS Population: 7; 4 finer (AU-53 finest). 

Purchased from William Donner, February 20, 1968. 

Condition Census 1873-S $10 

Rare in All Grades 

1540 1873-S Closed 3. AU-53 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold with coi 

siderable lustre. Sharply struck including central lines in mos 

stars. A few very minor contact marks and hairlines are notec- 

Prohibitively rare EF according to Breen. One of the finer 

specimens we have seen. Walter Breen notes that this variety i 

“prohibitively rare EF,” which says it all. Just a handful of fine 

coins exist. 

The present brings to market one of the finest of an esti 

mated several hundred pieces remaining from a mintage a 

12,000 coins. Another important opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (AU-58 finest). 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 21, 1968. 

1541 1873-S Net VF-30; lightly polished. Another opportunity t< 

purchase an example of this rarity. 

Purchased from Dr. Edward W.W. Leiuis, September 4, 1968. 
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Fantastic Proof 1874 Eagle 

A Landmark Rarity 

Memorable Mint State 1874 $10 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

542 1874 Proof-64. Some hairlines on the obverse keep this from a 

higher grade. A notable, indeed fantastic specimen of one of 

the great classic rarities of the Proof eagle series. Just 20 pieces 

were struck, from which Walter Breen estimates that only 

eight to 10 exist today. Deduct institutionalized and damaged 

specimens and what do we have.-' A good guess is four or five 

quality pieces in private hands. All eagles of this era are ex¬ 

ceedingly rare, and of these, the 1874 is one of the rarest. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

From Superior’s sale of September 1988, Lot 5566. 

(2X photo) 

1543 1874 MS-64 (PCGS). A high Condition Census specimen that 

is fully lustrous and extremely desirable. Breen lists this date 

and mint as “extremely rare above EF.” Here is an important 

opportunity to purchase a specimen that combines excep¬ 

tional beauty with extreme rarity. 

PCGS Population: 10; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Walter Breen notes that most of the bullion obtained to coin these pieces 

was restruck from metal obtained from earlier-dated gold dollars and quar¬ 

ter eagles. 

Purchased from Stack's sale of the Bartle Collection, October 26, 

1984, Lot 1121. 

Nice Liberty Head Eagle Grouping 

1544 Large grouping of Liberty Head eagles including several New 

Orleans pieces and other interesting coins, nearly all of which 

are brilliant and have excellent lustre. A nice group with which 

to begin a specialized cabinet of this somewhat elusive denomi¬ 

nation: ☆ 1874 AU-50 ☆ 1881-S AU-55 ☆ 1882 AU-50 ☆ 1886- 

S AU-58 ☆ 1888-0 AU-55 ☆ 1888-S AU-50 ☆ 1889-S AU-55 ☆ 
1891 AU-55 ☆ 1891-CC AU-50, cleaned ☆ 1892 MS-60 ☆ 1892- 

CC VF-30 ☆ 1892-0 AU-55 A 1892-S AU-50 ☆ 1893 MS-60 

1893-S AU-50 ☆ 1894 MS-62 ☆ 1894-0 AU-53 ☆ 1894-S EF-40 

☆ 1895 MS-60 ☆ 1895-0 MS 60. Mostly brilliant with nice lus¬ 

tre. (Total: 20 pieces) 
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Another Grouping of Liberty Head Eagles 

1545 Large and interesting group of Liberty Head eagles, nearly 

all AU to Mint State, virtually all brilliant, and all with much 

lustre. Another highly desirable, attractive, interesting run: ☆ 
1874 EF-45 ☆ 1881-S AU-55 ☆ 1882 EF-45, lightly toned ☆ 
1886-S AU-50 ☆ 1888-0 AU-50 ☆ 1888-S AU-50 ☆ 1889-S AU- 

55 ☆ 1891-CC AU-50 ☆ 1892 AU-58 ☆ 1892-0 AU-50 ☆ 1893 

AU-58 ☆ 1894 MS-62 ☆ 1894-0 AU-53 ☆ 1895 MS-60 ☆ 1895- 

O MS-60 ☆ 1896 AU-58 ☆ 1896-S EF-45, lightly toned ☆ 1897 

MS-62 Ik 1897-S AU-55 Ik 1897-0 AU-58. Brilliant and lustrous 

unless otherwise noted. (Total: 20 pieces) 

A Further Desirable Liberty Head $10 Group 

1546 Large group of Liberty Head eagles, comprising different 

date and mintmark varieties including examples from Phila¬ 

delphia, Carson City, New Orleans, and San Francisco. Mostly 

brilliant, and all with mint lustre ranging from slight to exten¬ 

sive. A very pleasing selection: ☆ 1874 EF-45 ☆ 1879 EF-45, 

numerous small surface dents ☆ 1880 EF-40 ☆ 1880-S EF-40, 

obverse scratch ☆ 1881 AU-55 ☆ 1881-S AU-55 ☆ 1882 AU-50 

☆ 1883 AU-50 ☆ 1886-S MS-60 ☆ 1887-S AU-55 ☆ 1888-0 AU- 

55 ☆ 1888-S AU-58 ☆ 1889-S AU-58 ☆ 1891 MS-60 ☆ 1891-CC 

AU-50 ☆ 1892 MS-60 ☆ 1892-CC EF-40 ☆ 1892-0 AU-55 ☆ 
1892-S AU-55 ☆ 1893 MS-62. Mostly brilliant with attractive 

original mint lustre. A pleasing selection. (Total: 20 pieces) 

' Memorable 1874-CC $10 

Condition Rarity 

1547 1874-CC AU-53 (PCGS). A lovely example of this rare issue 

with considerable reflective bright yellow gold lustre and gen¬ 

erally sharp design details, slightly weak at central obverse and 

reverse, typical as are nearly all authentic pieces. An important 

opportunity to acquire a high-grade example of this notable 

rarity. “Prohibitively rare above VF,” notes Walter Breen. The 

present piece is way above VF! 

PCGS Population: 2\ 3 finer (AU-55 finest). 

Purchased from Stack’s, May 19, 1971. 

Another Beautiful 1874-CC $10 

High-Grade Rarity 

1548 1874-CC AU-50 (PCGS). A rare issue, especially with a shai 

mintmark as offered here. Lustrous light yellow gold. A fl 

above average strike, which puts it in a truly exceptional clal 

One of the nicest we have ever seen! 

PCGS Population: 5; 5 finer (AU-55 finest). 

From Parke-Bernet Galleries’ sale of May 1968, Lot 168. 

“Prohibitively Rare” 1874-S $10 

Condition Rarity 

1549 1874-S AU-50 (PCGS). A lovely example with sharp design d 

tails and considerable lustre. Bright yellow gold. A very hig; 

grade example of this rarity, worthy of your serious conside 

ation, especially in view of Walter Breen’s comment, “ProhiH 

tively rare above VF.” Somewhat similar to our earlier coni 

ment for the 1874-CC, the present 1874-S is way above VF! W 

advise a liberal bid. 

PCGS Population: 7: 3 finer (AU-55 finest). 

Another High-Grade 1874-S $10 

Condition Seldom Seen 

1550 1874-S EF-45 (PCGS). A sharply struck specimen in light ya 

low gold. Another exceptionally high-grade 1874-S, a love 

EF-45 coin of a variety for which VF would be the norm. 

From Parke-Bernet Galleries ’ sale of May 1968, Lot 168. 
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Landmark 1875 Business Strike $10 
Lowest Mintage U.S. Gold Coin! 

Only 100 Pieces Struck! 

1551 1875 EF-45 (PCGS). Considerable mint lustre remains on both 

obverse and reverse. Quite well struck with the exception of 

the first and second stars, which show little central detail. One 

of the very finest known specimens of this incredible rarity, an 

American numismatic landmark, the lowest business strike mint¬ 

age United States gold coin. 
Only 100 pieces were struck for circulation, far and away the 

lowest figure for any coin in the gold series. David Akers esti¬ 

mated that no more than five or six business strikes survive, 

“including two of horrendously low quality, plus about seven 

or eight Proofs. While the future is not known to us or any¬ 

one else, it certainly must be the situation that the opportu¬ 

nity to acquire a decent business strike 1875 $10 has been 

more unusual in recent years than the opportunity to pur¬ 

chase a 1787 Brasher doubloon or an 1804 silver dollar! 

Harry Bass considered this to be one of the great highlights 

in his cabinet of gold eagles, and without a doubt its proud 

next owner will feel likewise. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (AU-53 finest). 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 356. 
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Important 1875-CC Eagle 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1552 1875-CC Net AU-50; sharpness of EF-40 with several small 

dents on Liberty’s cheek. Light greenish yellow gold with very 

faint traces of orange toning. All things considered, the 

present piece is a very pleasing example of this issue. 

Just 7,715 coins were produced. The Winter/Cutler refer¬ 

ence estimates that just two pieces exist at the AU level! The 

importance of the present opportunity cannot be overstated. 

PCGS Population: 3; 3 finer (AU-55 finest). 

Centerpoint Proof 1876 $10 

Centennial Year Rarity 

(2X photo) 

1553 1876 Proof-64 (PCGS). Light golden. Just 45 pieces wer« 

struck in the Proof format, and probably not all of these were 

sold. Breen estimates that only 14 to 18 pieces survive, and w< 

have no reason to state otherwise. From this population can b< 

deducted impaired pieces and those that are part of museum 

collections, probably bringing the number of decent specii 

mens in private hands down to the range of eight to 10, if ini 

deed that many. 

Purchased from Robert Steinberg, August 17, 1972. 
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1554 

Seldom-Seen 1876-CC $10 

A Key in the Series 

1876-CC EF-45 (PCGS). Highly attractive deep yellow gold 

with slightly reflective lustre. Only 4,696 examples were struck 

of the 1876-CC. Relatively few seem to have been exported, 

and most were probably melted. Today the population is very 

low. When seen, an 1876-CC is apt to be in lower grades. In 

fact, Walter Breen comments, “Extremely rare above VF.” 

Low-Mintage 1876-S Eagle 

Condition Census 

1555 1876-S AU-53 (PCGS). An important rarity, one of just 5,000 

struck. Sharply struck bright yellow gold with considerable lus¬ 

tre and very minor surface marks. Walter Breen states: “Ex¬ 

tremely rare above VF.” Of course, the present piece is not 

even close to VF, but stands high as an AU specimen. Years 

ago, David Akers noted that he had never seen an AU coin. 

Today, with somewhat more liberal grading interpretations, 

and also with increased awareness and with coins coming out 

of the proverbial woodwork, our presently offered 1876-S has 

some company at the AU-53 level. However, it still stands as a 

condition rarity. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

From Rarcoa’s sale of February 1972, Lot 973. 

Impressive 1877 Proof-64 $10 

A Mere 20 Pieces Struck 

(2X photo) 

1556 1877 Proof-64 (PCGS). A delightful specimen with heavily 

frosted motifs and deep mirror fields that together form a su¬ 

perb cameo contrast. The light gold enhances the beauty of 

this specimen. The 1877 eagle is rare in both formats with a 

scant 797 pieces issued for circulation. 

Of the estimated 10 to 12 Proofs remaining today, less than a 

handful can match the quality of the piece offered here. For 

the gold specialist and connoisseur here, indeed, is an incred¬ 

ible rarity, an incredible quality coin, an incredible opportu¬ 

nity. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Purchased from Abner Kreisberg, May 7, 1969. 
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Rare 1877-CC Eagle 

1557 1877-CC EF-40. Traces of mint lustre in the recesses. Both the 

obverse and reverse fields have been smoothed in an attempt 

to conceal a multitude of marks and abrasions. Quite sharply 

struck. Just 3,332 were struck with most survivors being much 
lower grade. 

From Lester Merkin ’s sale of March 1967, Lot 484. 

1558 1877-S EF-45. Mellow gold, with reddish gold overtones. A 

nicely struck example with traces of mint lustre on the reverse 

in the deepest recesses. A scratch is noted on Liberty’s cheek 

and numerous contact marks appear on both obverse and re¬ 

verse. An underrated date that Breen noted is “prohibitively 
rare above EF.” 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 28, 1967. 

1559 1877-S EF-45. Mint lustre is seen in both the obverse and re¬ 

verse recesses. A well-struck example with a pleasing overall 

appearance. Another example of this seldom-seen issue. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, August 23, 1968. 

1560 1877-S EF-40. Numerous abrasions are seen on both obverse 

and reverse which are consistent with the grade. Quite well 

struck with traces of lustre in the recesses. A third and final 

opportunity to purchase an example of this rarity from this 
sale. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968. Lot 
2279. 

Incredible Proof 1878 Eagle 

Rare and Beautiful 

Mintage: 20 

Surviving: 8 to 10 

(2X photo) 

1561 1878 Proof-64 (PCGS). An attractive specimen with pleasin 

light golden toning. An incredible coin from every aspec 

Only 20 were struck, of which it is estimated that only eight tt 
10 survive. Deducting institutionalized and damaged pieces, 

may well be the case that only three, four, or five choice piece 

exist in private hands. The present specimen ranks as one cc 

the most important opportunities in this elite area, the run c 

Proofs in the Liberty Head series being more elusive than tha 

of gold coins of other denominations. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Purchased from Stack’s, June 1973. 
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Lustrous and Attractive 1878 Eagle 

Condition Rarity 

Beautiful 1878-CC $10 Rarity 

Condition Rarity 

1562 1878 MS-64 (PCGS). A lustrous and very attractive specimen. 

This is sharply struck and has frosty yellow gold lustre. A con¬ 

dition rarity, a coin that when seen is usually well worn, occa¬ 

sionally AU, and very occasionally low Mint State. The present 

coin is a happy exception and is one of the finest we have ever 

handled. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (MS-65). 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of June 1970, Lot 452. 

1563 1878 MS-60. A lustrous example with a pleasing overall ap¬ 

pearance. Light bagmarks are noted on the obverse, less so on 

the reverse. Very scarce in this state of preservation. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 3, 1973. 

1564 1878 AU-58. An attractive, fully lustrous specimen that is just a 

hair’s breadth from full Mint State. 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, September 26, 1973 

(2X photo) 

1565 1878-CC AU-55 (PCGS). An impressive lovely deep gold ex¬ 

ample with considerable mint lustre showing through. A very 

pleasing overall appearance that will delight the advanced col¬ 

lector. The tiny mintage of just 3,244 pieces bespeaks its rarity. 

Breen indicates that this issue is “prohibitively rare above VF.” 

A lovely coin that will delight its new owner. The 1878-CC $10 

claims the second lowest mintage figure of any Carson City 

eagle. The Winter/Cutler reference estimates that only four 

or five pieces exist at the AU level. Just to think, the Harry W. 

Bass Collection brings to market two of these in the same sale! 

Once again, opportunity is the key word. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Purchased from Heritage’s sale of October 16, 1995, Lot 6391. 
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Another Memorable 1878-CC Eagle 

(2X photo) 

1566 1878-CC AU-50 (PCGS). A rarity in any grade, this lovely coin 

has deep yellow gold surfaces. 

PCGS Population: 9; 3 finer (AU-55 finest). 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, Lot 

2308. 

1567 1878-S EF-40. Traces of lustre remain. Another example, not 

at all easy to find at the EF level, and yet fairly inexpensive. 

From Lester Merkin's sale of April 1969, Lot 457. 

1568 1878-S Net VF-30; sharpness of EF-45, processed to conceal 

marks and abrasions. A highly affordable eagle from the Bass 

Collection, a nice opportunity to add this impressive pedigree 

to a type set of gold coins. 

1569 1878-S Net VF-20; sharpness of EF-45. The motto on reverse 

has been damaged by an attempt to remove a concentration of 

surface marks. Otherwise, a nice example for the grade. A sig¬ 

nificant amount of mint lustre remains. 

1570 1879/8 Breen-6993. Overdate. MS-61. Fully lustrous and 

tractive. This is what Breen called the overdate. According 

Breen, the lower curve of an 8 is seen within the curve of thu 

Indeed, there is a prominent curve in that location, and it wi 

be from an 8. No other repunching is seen on the date. 

This variety, which may simply be a repunching, rather than an overdatu 

what Walter Breen called the 1879/8. There is a lower curve of an ear( 

punch seen within the curve of the 9. Breen notes the issue is “extreiri 

rare.” 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 25, 1971. 

Incredible, Impressive Proof 1879 $10 

Estimated Population: 10 Coins 

(2X photo) 

1571 1879 Proof-64 (PCGS). Attractive light golden surfaces. Of th 

original mintage of 30 Proof pieces, perhaps 10 survive todat 

this being Walter Breen’s estimate. Of those, we can dedui 

institutionalized pieces as well as those that are damaged, pe‘ 

haps yielding a population in private hands of five coins tha 

could be called desirable for an advanced cabinet. The Baa 

specimen is one of these. A strong bid is suggested, with th 

buyer secure in the knowledge that he or she will have a coil 

with few other equivalents in all of the world. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of October 1970, Lot 955. 

374 BOWERS AND MEREN 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

1572 1879 MS-60. Fully lustrous and very attractive for the grade. 

From Rowe & Brownlee, April 10, 1969. 

Incredible Quality 1879-CC $10 

A Carson City Landmark 

(2X photo) 

1573 1879-CC AU-55 (PCGS). A very attractive specimen with me¬ 

dium golden toning over lustrous surfaces. The strike is far 

better than average, particularly for this date and mint, usually 

seen weakly impressed. 

The glory part of the present piece has not to do with its 

quality of strike and beautiful appearance—which, of course, 

provide essential aspects for the connoisseur, but its high qual¬ 

ity and rarity. Only 1,762 pieces were struck, of which only a 

few dozen pieces survive today. Douglas Winter and Lawrence 

Cutler in their book on Carson City coinage stated that the 

1879-CC $ 10 is unknown above EF-45, these authors not being 

aware of the Bass Collection (as coins in the Bass Collection 

were not generally available to scholars except upon special 

application). 
The Carson City enthusiast—a member of a veiy significant 

and enthusiastic group—would do well to disregard any pub¬ 

lished price quotations or indications of value that might be at 

hand and to bid liberally and strongly. It may be many years 

until a comparable occasion occurs. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 362. 

Condition Census 1879-0 Rarity 

First New Orleans Coin of Type 

Mintage: 1,500 Pieces 

1574 1879-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Attractive bright yellow gold surfaces. 

Somewhat prooflike. A series of parallel roller marks are 

noted in the reverse field below the eagle, this being as made. 

The 1879-0 eagle combines several aspects of interest and de¬ 

sirability. The variety represents the first New Orleans $10 coin 

struck after the Civil War, and thus it is the first of its type, with 

the motto IN GOD WE TRUST. Second, the mintage amounted 

to just 1,500 specimens in an era in which no collectors were in¬ 

terested in saving mintmarked varieties. Third, the high grade 

ranks it as one of the finest we have ever seen or offered. Spir- 

. ited bidding on this lot is the order of the day! 

PCGS Population: 6; 1 finer (AU-58). 

From Stack’s sale of the Delp Collection, November 1972, Lot 812. 

1575 1879-S AU-58. A well-struck, lustrous example that is ex¬ 

tremely attractive. Fairly elusive in this state of preservation. 

David Akers suggests that the typical piece on the market is apt 

to be VF. And yet, the issue is inexpensive. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, October 30, 1972. 

1576 1879-S AU-55. f ully lustrous and very attractive. Difficult to 

locate this nice. 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 25, 1971. 
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Incredible 1880 Proof $10 Rarity 

Breen: “Probably Fewer Than 10 Survive” 

(2X photo) 

1577 1880 Proof-64 (PCGS). A light gold example with nice eye ap¬ 

peal. Of the 36 pieces struck in Proof, fewer than 10 can be 

accounted for today, per the research of Walter Breen. 

In the 1880s very few numismatists collected Proof $10 

coins, the number probably being not more than a dozen at 

most. In subsequent years, as collections containing these 

pieces were sold, market interest was lacking, and Proof gold 

coins of the 1870s and 1880s typically sold for very little over 

face value. Thus, it was just as easy for a collector to “spend” a 

high-denomination Proof as to go through the procedure of 

selling it on offer to a dealer or consigning it to an auction. 

Lest any present day reader doubt this, all you need to do is to 

check price lists of Proof $10 and $20 coins sold at auction up 

through the early 1920s—this being decades after the present 

1880 coin was struck. 

When collecting Proofs finally became popular in the 1930s, 

eagles of this era were found to be extreme rarities. As a result, 

some of the most impressive cabinets of gold coins ever 

formed did not contain Proof strikings. 

The present coin is an extraordinary opportunity to acquire 

an extraordinary coin! 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of May 1974, Lot 495. 

Attractive 1880-CC $10 

High Quality 

1578 1880-CC AU-58 (PCGS). Fully reflective surfaces, sharp 

struck in deep greenish yellow gold. Considerable lustre i| 

mains. Only a handful of 1880-CC eagles are finer than ti 

present specimen. It is certainly a possibility that this presei 

coin, graded AU-58 by PCGS, would merit the MS-60 design! 

tion elsewhere (as the publication title The Certified Coin Deal 

Newsletter indicates, many PCGS coins grade for grade sell 

higher prices than coins certified elsewhere, reflecting the re 

tive conservative nature of PCGS evaluations. Call it as yo| 

wish—AU-58 as PCGS did, or some other grade, but by aii 

evaluation here, indeed, is a lovely, desirable, and elusive coir 

PCGS Population: 2; 2 finer (MS-60 finest). 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 7164 

1579 1880-CC AU-50. Considerable prooflike mint lustre showin 

through. From this date forward Carson City Mint eagles b 

come somewhat more readily available in the higher grac 

ranges. Quite a few of these have come from overseas hoan« 

where they were shipped beginning in the late 1870s (our es 

mate of time). 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, January 24, 1968. 

1580 1880-CC AU-50. A fairly well-struck example with a generot 

amount of mint lustre, particularly on the reverse. Anothe 

pleasing example, somewhat more affordable than the pi eces 

ing two. 

1581 1880-CC VF-35. No serious nicks or other major impairment 

This is the quality usually seen for coins of this date, a typic 

piece which no doubt circulated in the American West. 

Purchased from U.S. Coin, September 14, 1967. 

1582 1880-CC Net VF-30; sharpness of EF-45, obverse burnishe 

and numerous surfaces marks are noted. Flowever, still a desii 

able specimen. 

Purchased from Quality Sales Corporation’s auction of None mb* 

1972, Lot 1212. 

1583 1880-CC VF-30. A final example of this popular Carson Citi 

date. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, La 

2310. 

1584 1880-0 EF-45. A pleasing example with considerable mint lu: 

tre. Several short scratches are noted in the left obverse fielc 

Prohibitively rare in AU according to Breen. 

Purchased from Paramount, May 8, 1967. 

1585 1880-0 EF-40. Numerous tiny dents and scratches are note* 

on the obverse. A rare coin and desirable as such. 

From Parke-Bemet Galleries, no date given, Lot 176. 
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Amazing Proof 1881 $10 

Fewer Than a Dozen Known 

(2X photo) 

1586 1881 Proof-64 (PCGS). Almost a full cameo, when viewed 

from the proper angle, attractive with light golden surfaces. 

Only 42 pieces were struck in the Proof format, of which prob¬ 

ably fewer than 20 were sold, and of which fewer than a dozen 

can be accounted for today. As is true of all Proofs of this era, 

a number of these pieces are held in museum collections and 

others are impaired, yielding a very tiny population in public 

hands. Of those held by collectors, many are apt to remain in a 

given cabinet for many years, even decades, even longer (wit¬ 

ness our recent sale of the Childs Collection in which certain 

gold coins remained in that cabinet for well over a century, 

completely unavailable to several generations of numisma¬ 

tists). The present coin, combining high grade, quality, and 

rarity represents an exceedingly important opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of May 1974, Lot 497. 

1587 Trio of 1881 eagles: ☆ AU-58 (2) ☆ AU-55. (Total: 3 pieces) 

1588 1881 AU-55. Lustrous light yellow gold surfaces. 

1589 1881-CC AU-55. A well-struck example with numerous light 

obverse marks and abrasions. 

Purchased from Harmer-Rooke’s sale of October 1970, Lot 3250. 

1590 1881-CC AU-55. A prooflike specimen that is very attractive. 

Difficult to locate this choice. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 720. 

1591 1881-0 EF-45. A nice example of this issue. Today, the popula¬ 

tion is probably no more than 5% of the production quantity 

of 8,350 coins. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, August 4, 1967. 

Lovely Liberty Head Group 

1592 Selection of Liberty Head eagles, each being of a different 
variety, and, interestingly, including specimens from each of 

the mints that struck eagles: Philadelphia, Carson City, Den¬ 

ver, New Orleans, and San Francisco. The examination and 

contemplation of this interesting group should bring great joy 

to its next owner. ☆ 1881-S EF-45 ☆ 1888-S EF-40 ☆ 1891-CC 

EF-45 ☆ 1892 AU-58 ☆ 1893 AU-58 ☆ 1893-CC VF-30 ☆ 1894- 

O EF-45 ☆ 1897 MS-60 ☆ 1901-S MS-60 ☆ 1902-S EF-45 ☆ 
1906-D AU-55 ☆ 1907 MS-60. Mostly brilliant with nice lustre. 

(Total: 12 pieces) 
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Lovely Cameo Proof 1882 $10 

Incredibly Rare 

(2X photo) 

1593 1882 Proof-64 (PCGS). A wonderful cameo Proof with bright 

yellow devices and deeply mirrored fields. Again, here is an¬ 

other prime rarity, a coin with very few equals in private 

hands. Of the original 44 pieces that were struck, it is doubtful 

that as many as 15 survive. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (Proof-65). 

Nice Liberty Head $10 Group 

1594 Grouping of Liberty Head eagles, each a different date and 
mint, and including along the way at least one from each of 
the various mints that struck the denomination: ☆ 1882 EF- 
45 ☆ 1889-S AU-50 ☆ 1891-CC EF-40, lightly brushed ☆ 1892 

AU-50 ☆ 1893 AU-53 ☆ 1893-S AU-58 ☆ 1897 AU-58 ☆ 1899- 

O AU-50 ☆ 1901-S AU-58 ☆ 1902-S AU-58 ☆ 1905-S VF-35 ☆ 
1906-D EF-45 ☆ 1906-S AU-58 ☆ 1907 AU-58 ☆ 1907-D AU-50. 

(Total: 15 pieces) 

High-Grade 1882-CC $10 

1595 1882-CC AU-58 (PCGS). Sharply struck with bright yellc 

gold lustre, frosty in appearance, Just 6,764 examples we 

struck. Today, most pieces on the market are in lower grade 

In fact, Walter Breen notes that this issue is “prohibitively ra 

above EF.” No doubt most if not all originally circulated statij 

side, with some later going overseas in bulk shipments—n 

which time the coins already had wear. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, August 30, 1973. 

Another Nice 1882-CC $10 

1596 1882-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Reflective light yellow gold lustn 

with sharp design details and very minor surface marks. At; 

other opportunity to acquire a high-grade example of this rai 

ity. 

PCGS Population: 9: 4 finer (AU-58 finest). 

High-Grade 1882-0 $10 

1597 1882-0 AU-55. A well-struck and attractive example wit 

somewhat prooflike surfaces. A small vertical scrape is see- 

before Liberty’s lips. Breen lists this date and mint as "Prohib: 

tively rare in AU.” 

Purchased from N.K.S., September 5, 1967. 

1598 1882-0 AU-50. A lovely example with attractive prooflike su 

faces. The obverse displays a few nicks and scratches whic 

preclude a higher grade. Worthy of a substantial bid. 

Purchased from Arizona Stamp & Coin, April 14, 1969. 
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Highly Important Proof 1883 $10 

Population: 12 to 15 

(2X photo) 

1599 1883 Proof-64 (PCGS). Attractive light gold with very pleasing 

surfaces. While 47 pieces were issued in Proof, it is believed 

that only a dozen or perhaps as many as 15 exist today, creat¬ 

ing a great rarity and, in the present instance, a highly impor¬ 

tant opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1097; 

earlier from Davis-Graves, April 1954, Lot 885. 

Lustrous 1883-CC Eagle 

1600 1883-CC Tall Close mintmark. AU-55 (PCGS). Lustrous 

honey gold with some prooflike reflectivity in the recessed ar¬ 

eas. A rare and popular branch mint issue, one of only 12,000 

examples of the date struck. Called “very rare above EF” by 

Walter Breen, a fact seemingly acknowledged by the PCGS 

Population Report. 

PCGS Population: 4; 2 finer (MS-60 finest). 

A pair of tiny die chips has caused some raised areas of metal between the 

dentils and the two innermost points of the last obverse star. 

In his Encyclopedia, Walter Breen describes mintmark varieties for this 

date, loosely fitting them into broad categories of “Small wide CC" and “Tall 

close CC.” We have given the 1883-CC eagles in this section careful scrutiny, 

and as a result, will make appropriate mintmark descriptions for each of the 

specimens offered here. However, Breen Encyclopedia numbers have not 

■been assigned to these varieties, as none exactly match Breen’s descriptions. 

Here is an area that is wide open for numismatic research. 

The mintmark on this specimen is centered in the field slightly higher 

than mid-point, with the first C over the left upright of the N in TEN, and 

with the second C above the right upright of the N. The mintmark letters 

are tilted slightly left, with the second C slightly higher than the first C. The 

bottommost tip of the feather is above a point midway between the two let¬ 

ters, which are less than a letter’s width apart. The overall size and spacing 

of the letters indicates that Breen would have classified this mintmark “Tall 

close CC.” 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, August 30, 1973. 

1601 1883-CC Tall Close mintmark. EF-45. An attractive example 

with somewhat prooflike surfaces. 

Mintmark slightly left and at a point above midway in the field, and tilted 

slightly left, the second C slightly higher than the first C. First C above space 

between E and N, slightly more over N. Second C nearly over right upright 

of N. Point of arrow feather even with back of second C. Less than a letter’s 

space between the letters of the mintmark, one of Breen’s “Tall Close” mint- 

mark varieties. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, July 28, 1969. 

1602 1883-CC Small Wide mintmark. EF-45. A very attractive ex¬ 

ample with fully prooflike surfaces and unusual as such. A 

small scrape is noted in the reverse field near the eagle’s head. 

Another important opportunity to acquire an example of this 

popular Carson City eagle. 

What is probably the remnants of an errant 8 is seen in the upper loop of 

the first 8 in the date. 

Mintmark slightly above the halfway point in the field, first C tilted slightly 

left, and above space between E and N, mainly over N. Second C. above right 

upright of N and partly over the field to the right of that letter. Point of 

feather mid-way between the mintmark letters, those slightly further apart 

than the width of one of those letters. This mintmark fits Breen’s “Small 

Wide" mintmark classification. 

From N.K.S., April 4, 1968. 

1603 1883-CC Tall Close mintmark. VF-35. Mellow medium gold. 

No serious marks or impairments. 

Same mintmark style as Lot 1601. This is the variety Breen referred to as 

the Doubled Reverse die. 

1604 1883-CC Tall Close mintmark. VF-35. Some traces of lustre re¬ 

main. The tops of the letters of UNITED STATES OF are 

doubled. 

Same mintmark style as Lot 1601. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shufbrd Collection. April 196S. Lot 

2313. 
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1605 1883-CC Tall Close mintmark. VF-35. Mint lustre remains in 

the recesses. A final 1873-CC. 

Same mintmark style as Lot 1600. 

Pu rch ased from Sta n ley Kesselman, October 7, 1968. 

1606 1883-S AU-55. A lustrous and attractive example of this date. 

Breen notes that this date is “usually weakly struck,” this 

sharply struck piece being an exception! 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1969, Lot 470. 

1607 1883-S AU-55. A fully lustrous, well-struck specimen that is 

worthy of a substantial bid. Note that this coin also is an excep¬ 

tion to the usual weak striking. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, November 26, 1969. 

Landmark 1884 $10 

Population: 8 to 10 

(2X photo) 

1608 1884 Proof-64 (PCGS). Lovely mellow gold over orange peel 

surfaces similar to the fields seen on Proof coins of the period. 

The present coin combines exquisite beauty, high grade, and 

extreme rarity. Walter Breen estimates that fewer than eight 

pieces survive. Of these, at least two are held by museums, and 

others are nicked and scratched. It might be that just three, 

four, or five equivalent quality pieces exist in all of numismatics! 

PCGS Population: 9; none finer. 

Purchased from Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 483. 

“Canceled Die” 1884-CC $10 

1609 1884-CC Breen-7019. AU-55 (PCGS). Light greenish yellc 

gold with sharp design details and very minor abrasions. Co< 

siclerable reflective lustre remains. The obverse has sever 

raised lines on the bust of Liberty, these described by Brec 

under the classification of “canceled obverse.” He was suggest 

ing that the obverse die was cancelled by Mint workmen wH 

tried to efface it (unsuccessfully) before it went to press. Ail 

interesting and valuable eagle, one for which there is a place i| 

an advanced collection of Carson City coins. 

From Abe Kosojfs sale of the Shuford Collection, April 1968, L 

2314. 

1610 1884-CC Breen-7019. “Canceled obverse.” EF-45. Same van 

ety as the preceding. A very pleasing specimen with abundatr 

mint lustre and problem-free surfaces. 
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Highly Important Proof 1885 $10 Cameo Proof 1886 $10 Rarity 

Incredible Rarity 

'«HO 

(2X photo) 

1611 1885 Proof-64 (PCGS). Lovely mellow gold over orange peel 

surfaces set off a lovely cameo effect. A splendid specimen 

which ranks as one of the finest of 15 to 18 remaining from an 

original production of 67 coins. Few museums or private col¬ 

lections can compete with the quality of the Bass Collection 

specimen. Another incredible opportunity, one that has been 

in just two cabinets since the time it was minted! 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (Proof-65). 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 489. 

(2X photo) 

1612 1886 Proof-64 (PCGS). A beautiful piece, with frosted surfaces 

giving a cameo effect against deep mirror fields. Only 60 

pieces were struck, probably no more than 30 were sold, and 

perhaps half that number or so can be traced today. Again we 

have a combination of exquisite beauty and aesthetic appeal, 

high grade, and significant rarity. A truly marvelous opportu¬ 

nity. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (Proof-65). 

From Quality Sales Corporation’s sale of April 1972, Lot 1278. 
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Gem Proof 1887 $10 

Few Equals Anywhere 

(2X photo) 

1613 1887 Proof-65 (PCGS). Another lovely cameo Proof, one of 

fewer than 20 believed to survive from a mintage of 80. As re¬ 

lated earlier in the present text, Proof eagles had a very high 

attrition rate, as they had no significant market value until 

over a half century past their striking dates! 

Of those that survive today, few 1887 $10 pieces can equal 

the quality of the Bass Collection coin offered here. As such, a 

liberal bid is indicated. For those who are sensitive to “grading 

numbers,” we reiterate that in our opinion PCGS has tended 

to be a bit conservative, and it may well the case that another 

grading service would be happy to add a higher number to its 

own holder (of course, calling a coin a specific higher grade 

does not make it one). 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1108. 

1614 1887-S MS-62. A lustrous, well-struck example of an issue thi 

seems to have been a part of overseas shipment, with the resul 

that many pieces seen today are in such grades as AU an I 

lower ranges of Mint State. Of course, to have peaks one mn 

have valleys in contrast. Similarly, to build a solid foundatidl 

of collecting interest in rare $10 pieces one must have coni 

mon issues that are easily acquired, these to provide a bast 

foundation and jumping-off spot. In such a category til 

1877-S belongs. 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 23, 1968. 

Important Proof-64 1888 $10 

(2X photo) 

1615 1888 Proof-64 (PCGS). 1 .ovely mellow gold over orange pee 

surfaces in the fields. The devices are frosty giving rise to thi 

very desirable cameo effect. Perhaps 20 to 25 specimens sun 

vive. Another rare coin, another rare opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of May 1974, Lot 500. 

1616 1888 AU-58. Somewhat subdued lustre. 

From Superior’s sale of May 1973, Lot 752. 
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1617 1888-0 MS-62. A lustrous, well-struck example that is at the 

high end of this grade. Mint lustre is complete and is very at¬ 

tractive. Three small copper spots are noted on the reverse. 

While plentiful in circulated grades this issue is extremely diffi¬ 

cult to locate in Mint State. Here is an important purchase op¬ 

portunity. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 18, 1972. 

Marvelous Liberty Head 

$10 Starter Collection 

1618 A very' nice starter collection of Liberty Head eagles of the 
later range of dates, commencing in 1888 and concluding in 

1906, and along the way including many interesting dates and 

mints. All coins are of high quality, and are excellent examples 

of the designated grades. All have lustre, and most are bril¬ 

liant. The higher the grade, the more the brilliance and the 

more the lustre, as might be expected. A lovely way to start a 

specialized collection, perhaps a foundation such as to which 

we alluded in our earlier description with Lot 1614. ☆ 1888-0 

AU-58 ☆ 1898 AU-58 ☆ 1898-S EF-40 ☆ 1899 MS-60 ☆ 1899-0 

AU-55 ☆ 1900 MS-60 ☆ 1901 MS-60 ☆ 1901-0 AU-55 ☆ 1901-S 

MS-61 ☆ 1902 EF-45 ☆ 1902-S MS-61 ☆ 1903 AU-55 ☆ 1903-0 

AU-58 ☆ 1903-S AU-50 ☆ 1904 AU-53 ☆ 1904-0 AU-58 ☆ 
1905 MS-62 ☆ 1905-S AU-50, lightly cleaned ☆ 1906 AU-58 ☆ 
1906-D MS-62 ☆ 1906-0 AU-58. Mostly brilliant and lustrous. 

All are attractive for the grade assigned. (Total: 21 pieces) 

One Dozen Liberty Head Eagles 

1619 One dozen Liberty Head eagles, all different dates and 

mints: ☆ 1888-0 AU-58 ☆ 1889-S AU-50 ☆ 1891-CC EF-40 ☆ 
1893 AU-58 ☆ 1897 AU-50 ☆ 1899-0 EF-45 ☆ 1901-S MS-60 ☆ 
1902-S MS-61 ☆ 1906-D AU-55 ☆ 1906-S EF-40 ☆ 1907 AU-50, 

lightly brushed ☆ 1907-D AU-58. Mostly brilliant with nice lus¬ 

tre. (Total: 12 pieces) 

1620 1888-S MS-62. An attractive, lustrous specimen with greenish 

gold toning in the peripheries. While the 1888-S is plentiful in 

circulated grades it becomes more difficult to locate at this 

grade level. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of October 1968, Lot 948. 

Memorable Proof 1889 $10 

Extreme Rarity 

(2X photo) 

1621 1889 Proof-64 (PCGS). Lovely cameo Proof with very light yel¬ 

low devices and deeper fields. A wonderful example for the 

date or type collector. Although 45 Proofs are said to have 

been minted, probably fewer than 20 were sold and it is doubt¬ 

ful if more than a dozen can be traced today. As is true of all 

Proofs of this era, some are in institutions, others are damaged 

or otherwise impaired. The number of pieces in the Bass Col¬ 

lection—a combination of high numerical grade with excellent 

aesthetic appeal—is very low. To these attributes can be added 

the fact that the 1889 eagle is rare as a date in any and all 

grades, business strikes being very elusive. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

1622 1889 AU-55. A delightful coin with lovely surfaces and traces 

of mint lustre showing through. Only 4,440 pieces were issued 

for circulation. This is one of the rarest Philadelphia business 

strike issues of the period. Only occasionally does a specimen 

come on the market. 
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Important Proof 1890 $10 

Rare and Beautiful 

(2X photo) 

1623 1890 Proof-64 (PCGS). An interesting and desirable example 

of this rarity, one of the very finest known, when one considers 

the high numerical number plus the high aesthetic appeal, the 

last consideration being every bit as important as the number 

itself. It seems that many if not most gold Proofs of this era 

were handled very carelessly at the Mint—jostled around in 

drawers and nicked and marked—as, indeed, Walter Breen 

commented in his Proof coin Encyclopedia. Thus, by the time 

that the typical piece left the mint, it was probably closer to 

Proof-60 than to Proof-65! 

Regarding the 1890, 63 pieces were said to have been struck, 

perhaps 30 or so were sold, and perhaps two dozen survive to¬ 

day. Most of these are of a quality far less than the piece of¬ 

fered here. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Under magnification it is revealed that the die for the portrait of Miss Lib¬ 

erty had been touched up before striking, leaving polished areas near the 

ear and eye. Most of the field below the portrait also has been polished in 

the die, and curls behind the neck are incomplete. This characteristic is true 

of all authentic Proofs and is mentioned simply as a point of interest (any 

“Proof’ lacking these features is apt to be a fake!). 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1116. 

1624 1890-CC AU-58. The obverse field has several light nicks ai 

abrasions. The reverse is relatively free of these. A scarce iss 

with a mintage of only 17,500. 

From Paramount's sale of May 1966, Lot 613. 

Glittering Gem Proof 1891 $10 

The Eliasberg Coin 

(2X photo) 

1625 1891 Proof-65 (PCGS). A sparkling beauty that is certain P 

delight its new owner. The color is mellow gold and the fielc 

are fully reflective. Perhaps 15 specimens survive out of a tot; 

original mintage of 48 pieces. Once again, high numeric: 

grade plus exquisite aesthetic appeal come together to create 

landmark offering. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

From our sale of the Eliasberg Collection, October 27, 1982, L» 

795. 

1626 1891-CC MS-60. Repunched mintmark. Pleasing mint lustre. 

1627 Pair of 1891-CC eagles grading AU-58. Both brilliant wit 

mint lustre. (Total: 2 pieces) 
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Trio of AU Eagles 

1628 Trio of 1891-CC eagles grading AU-55. All are brilliant and 

lustrous. (Total: 3 pieces) 

Attractive 1892 Proof $10 

Important Rarity 

(2X photo) 

1629 1892 Proof-64 (PCGS). Attractive light gold over fully brilliant 

surfaces. A pleasing specimen that will no doubt delight its 

new owner. From the original mintage of 72 specimens, it is 

believed that fewer than 30 survive today. As is the case with 

many if not most of these issues, quality coins are few and far 

between on the market today. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Marks Collection, November 9, 1971, 

Lot 1653. 

Breathtaking Cameo Proof 1893 $10 

(2X photo) 

1630 1893 Proof-64 (PCGS). The frosted devices are accentuated by 

“black” fields. From a mintage of 55 pieces it is believed that 

fewer than 20 examples survive today. Take away pieces in 

museums as well as damaged coins and it is probably the case 

that fewer than 10 really nice examples are in private hands, of 

which this is one. 

PCGS Population: 1: 1 finer (Proof-65). 

The die for the figure of Liberty has been polished near the ear and in the 

field beneath Miss Liberty, this being characteristic of all authentic issues. 

From Harmer-Rooke’s sale of October 1970, Lot 3254. 

1631 1893 MS-63. A lustrous example with light abrasions, particu¬ 

larly on the obverse. One of the most readily available dates in 

the series, an ideal type coin. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 765. 
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Large Selection of Liberty Head Eagles 

1632 Large selection of 20 Liberty Head eagles, each a different 
date and mint: ☆ 1893 AU-50 ☆ 1894 AU-55 ☆ 1894-0 EF-45 

☆ 1895 AU-50 ☆ 1895-0 AU-55 ☆ 1897 AU-50 ☆ 1897-0 EF- 

45 ☆ 1897-8 AU-55 ☆ 1899-0 EF-40 ☆ 1901-S VF-35, cleaned 

☆ 1902-S VF-35 ☆ 1903-0 AU-50 ☆ 1905 AU-53 ☆ 1905-S EF- 

40 ☆ 1906 AU-50 ☆ 1906-D AU-58 ☆ 1906-S EF-45 ☆ 1907 MS- 

62 ☆ 1907-D AU-58 ☆ 1907-S AU-50. This is the last issue in 

the Liberty Head series. Each with varying degrees of original 

mint lustre. Another marvelous opportunity to acquire a foun¬ 

dational collection of this interesting and somewhat elusive 

(compared to denominations higher and lower) denomina¬ 

tion. (Total: 20 pieces) 

1633 1893-CC EF-45. A pleasing example of the last Carson City $ 10 

piece, a coin with excellent eye appeal. Only 14,000 coins were 

struck. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, January 22, 1968. 

Attractive Liberty $10 Selection 

1634 Selection of Liberty Head eagles, each a different date and 

mint: ☆ 1893-0 AU-58 ☆ 1895-0 AU-50 ☆ 1897 VF-35 ☆ 1897- 

O AU-50 ☆ 1897-S VF-35 ☆ 1899 AU-53 ☆ 1899-0 EF-40 ☆ 
1900 EF-40 ☆ 1901 AU-55 ☆ 1901-S MS-62 ☆ 1902 AU-55 ☆ 
1903 EF-45 ☆ 1903-0 AU-53 ☆ 1905 AU-53 ☆ 1905-S EF-40 ☆ 
1906 AU-50 ☆ 1906-D AU-58 ☆ 1906-S EF-40 ☆ 1907 MS-62 ☆ 
1907:D MS-62 ☆ 1907-S AU-50. Most are brilliant with pleasing 

mint lustre. A very nice grouping wrhich includes issues of the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries. (Total: 21 pieces) 

Twenty Different Liberty Head $10s 

1635 Large grouping of Liberty Head eagles representing 20 dif¬ 
ferent dates and mints: ☆ 1893-0 AU-55 ☆ 1894 AU-58 ☆ 
1894-0 AU-50 ☆ 1895 AU-55 ☆ 1895-0 AU-55 ☆ 1897 MS-60 

☆ 1897-0 AU-55 ☆ 1897-S VF-35 ☆ 1898 AU-58 ☆ 1898-S EF- 

45 ☆ 1899 MS-60 ☆ 1899-0 AU-55 ☆ 1899-S AU-50 ☆ 1900 

MS-62 ☆ 1901 MS-60 ☆1901-0 AU-58 ☆1901-S MS-62 ☆ 1902 

AU-53 ☆ 1902-S MS-62 ☆ 1903 MS-62. Those AU and finer are 

brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 20 pieces) 

Superb Gem Proof-66 1894 $10 

A Numismatic Landmark 

(2X photo) 

1636 1894 Proof-66 (PCGS). This magnificent specimen is the ere 

de la creme of this issue, quite possibly exceeded by no otf 

example from its mintage. Just 43 Proofs were struck, of wh 

fewer than half survive. Even a Proof-63 coin would be a sj - 

attraction. The present coin, an “old friend” from the magr* 

cent Fairfield Collection, now emerges after 22 years in hidii 

PCGS Population: 2: none finer. 

From our sale of the Fairfield Collection, October 6-8, 1977. 

Grouping of Liberty Head Eagles 

1637 Grouping of 20 different Liberty Head eagles, another ve 

attractive selection that could well form the foundation foi 

specialized cabinet. ☆ 1894 MS-60 ☆ 1894-0 AU-50 ☆ 18 

AU-58 ☆ 1895-0 AU-55 ☆ 1896 AU-58 ☆ 1896-S VF-20 ☆ 18 

MS-62 ☆ 1897-0 AU-58 ☆ 1897-S AU-53 ☆ 1898 MS-60 

1898-S AU-55 ☆ 1899 MS-62 ☆ 1899-0 AU-58 ☆ 1899-S AU- 

☆ 1900 MS-62 ☆ 1900-S AU-50, cleaned ☆ 1901 MS-61 ☆ 19C 

O MS-60 ☆ 1902-S EF-45 ☆ 1906-D AU-55. Ever popular as t 

first Denver Mint issue. Mostly brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 

pieces) 
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[638 1894-0 AU-58. A lustrous example with reflective surfaces. A 
nice type coin. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of April 1969, Lot 493. 

[639 1894-0 AU-58. Fully lustrous and very attractive. 

From Slack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 384. 

[640 1894-S AU-53. Considerable lustre remains. Breen comments, 

“Extremely rare AU.” Extremely rare this may be, but the mar¬ 
ket price is quite modest. 

Purchased from Arnold Rosing, June 5, 1967. 

Memorable Proof 1895 $10 

(2X photo) 

641 1895 Proof-64 (PCGS). A glittering cameo Proof, a splendid 

specimen from a mintage of just 56 pieces. The vast majority 

have disappeared, with Walter Breen indicating that possibly 

18 to 20 survive. Of those, few could equal the coin now of¬ 

fered. Another major opportunity. 

642 1895-S AU-50. Sharply struck and very attractive. Mint lustre 

remains on both obverse and reverse. Breen comments that 

this date and mint is “prohibitively rare AU. 

From Abe Kosoffs C.S.N.A. sale, November 1968, Lot 966. 

Gem Proof 1896 Eagle 

Among Finest Known 

(2X photo) 

1643 1896 Proof-65 (PCGS). A glittering cameo Proof, one of about 

two dozen surviving from a mintage of 78 coins. Few pieces in 

all of American numismatics can equal the quality of this 

splendid specimen. Another major opportunity for the con¬ 

noisseur. 

PCGS Population: 4; 1 finer (Proof-66). 

1644 1896-S AU-50. Traces of mint lustre are found in the recesses. 

A pleasing specimen devoid of any distracting marks or abra¬ 

sions. Breen notes: “prohibitively rare AU.” The buyer looking 

for worthwhile opportunities in American coinage may well con¬ 

sider that as we go to press the present coin has an indicated 

market value of only several hundred dollars. Where else can 

one buy something that is called “prohibitively rare AU” by 

one of America’s leading experts, and pay just a few hundred 

dollars for it?! 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, June 25, 1968. 
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1645 1896-S AU-50. Just a hint of mint lustre in the recesses. Diffi¬ 

cult to locate this choice. We strongly recommend that pro¬ 

spective bidders spend much time contemplating the offerings 

in the present catalogue, as there are many scarce and rare 

coins—the present 1896-S $10 included—that have not been 

publicized and are not widely known to the collecting commu¬ 

nity. Thus, the alert buyer who bids aggressively is apt to ac¬ 

quire pieces that cannot be found elsewhere except with much 

effort, and in some instances cannot be found at all. 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 762. 

Dazzling Gem Proof 1897 $10 

(2X photo) 

1646 1897 Proof-65 (PCGS). Attractive light yellow gold. An impres¬ 

sive specimen that surely ranks as one of the finest known. Per¬ 

haps 30 to 40 exist from a mintage of 69 pieces. Few can hold a 

candle to the present coin quality-wise. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of the Di Bello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1135. 

1647 1897-0 MS-61. A pleasing, lustrous example. A small area of 

tiny marks is noted beneath the eagle’s left wing. Popular New 

Orleans issue. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, April 11, 1972. 

Dazzling Gem 1898 Proof $10 

1648 1898 Proof-65 (PCGS). The devices are contrasted to the k 

ror fields giving a wonderful cameo effect. The light gold cc 

is very pleasing. Breen estimates that 35 to 40 Proofs survive 

the 67 pieces struck. Quite a few extant Proof 1898 eagles h 

been scratched or damaged, and a few are held by museu 

There are probably no more than a half dozen to 10 pie 

that arc in a class with the lovely Bass Collection gem. 

PCGS Population: 9: 6 finer (Proof-67 finest). 

From Stack ’s sale of the Forrest Collection, September 1972, 

538. 

Selection of Liberty Head Eagles 

1649 Large grouping of Liberty Head eagles, all different da 
and mints: ☆ 1898 AU-55 ☆ 1898-S VF-35 ☆ 1899 AU- 

brushed ☆ 1899-0 AU-53. Very scarce; seldom seen in a grs 

higher than this ☆ 1900 AU-58 ☆ 1901 AU-55 ☆ 1901-0 AU 

☆ 1901-S MS-61 ☆ 1902 EF-40 ☆ 1902-S MS-61 ☆ 1903 AU 

☆ 1903-0 AU-55 ☆ 1903-S EF-45 ☆ 1904 AU-50 ☆ 1904-0 fi 

55 ☆ 1905 MS-60, light obverse scratch ☆ 1905-S AU-50 

1906 AU-58 ☆ 1906-D MS-61. First year of the Denver Minn 

1906-0 AU-55. Last year of the New Orleans Mint coinage 

this denomination. Mostly brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 

pieces) 
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1650 

1651 

Attractive 1899 Proof Eagle 

1899 Proof-62 (PCGS). Sharply struck cameo Proof in deep 

green-gold. A delightful example at the Proof-62 level, not a 

gem by any means, but a “high end” Proof-62 which is certainly 

equal some we have seen called Proof-63 or even Proof-64 else¬ 

where. Only 86 Proofs were struck, of which perhaps a third 

survive. As a reality check, we estimate that if 25 to 30 survive 

(per Breen), the present piece is probably just above mid 

range, say with 15 lower grade coins and 10 to 15 higher grade 

pieces. 

From Stack’s sale of the Di Bello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1139. 

1899-S MS-62. A lustrous example of a coin that is celebrating 

its centennial this year. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, June 3, 1968. 

Notable Quality 1900 Proof Eagle 

Splendid Gem 

(2X photo) 

1652 1900 Proof-65 (PCGS). Lovely light yellow gold. A notable 

quality example of this issue, last date of the 19th century (or 

first date of the 20,h century, if you prefer and are not a math¬ 

ematician). Only 120 coins were struck, of which no more than 

a third survive today. This is certainly one of the finest known. 

PCGS Population: 5; 6 finer (Proof-67 finest). 

From Stack’s sale of May 1974, Lot 506. 

1653 1900 MS-61. Pale gold with numerous light bagmarks as you 

would expect at this level. 

From Stack’s sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lot 

1141. 
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Impressive Proof 1901 $10 

a© ©a 

(2X photo) 

1654 1901 Proof-64 (PCGS). Beautiful mellow gold color is ajoy to 

behold. The fields are highly reflective, setting off the frosted 

devices with a cameo effect. A very impressive, very beautiful 

and very rare coin. Probably only 30 to 40 exist, and of these 

the present coin is no doubt in the top 10 or 15 survivors qual¬ 

ity-wise. 

This is Breen’s No. 7070, with the first three numerals of the date 

repunched. He estimates that “possibly 30-40 survive.” 

From Stack's sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1145. 

Brilliant Proof 1902 Eagle 

1655 1902 Proof-63 (PCGS). A very nice example of this issue. T 

Proof coinage amounted to 113 pieces, of which 35 to 40 si 

vive today, some being damaged and impaired, others in n 

seums. Probably only a dozen or so pieces are nicer than tli 

one. 

The portrait of Miss Liberty was lightly polished in the die on this issue, tt 

characteristic being true of all authentic Proof strikings. The same fori; 

was continued in 1903 (and is better known for the 1903 date, although | 

1902 pieces are similar). 

From Stack’s sale of May 1974, Lot 508. 

1656 1902-S MS-63. A pleasing specimen with highly reflectii 

fields. A significant number of Mint State pieces of this da 

and mint were discovered in the early 1970s, thus providia 

the opportunity to acquire a frosty San Francisco eagle f 

relatively low cost. As such, this is an excellent considerate 

for a type set. 

From Stack's sale of September 28, 1967. 

1657 1902-S MS-63. A fully lustrous specimen that is particularly : 

tractive. Sharply struck and very desirable. 
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Dazzling Proof 1903 $10 

(2X photo) 

1658 1903 Proof-64 (PCGS). This is the second year that fully bril¬ 

liant Proofs were issued. A lovely quality piece, certainly at the 

high end of the Proof-64 grade range and likely a candidate for 

Proof-65. Few equivalent or nicer pieces exist among the three 

dozen or so coins surviving from a mintage of 96 pieces. 

All authentic Proofs of this year are from an obverse die with the portrait 

of Miss Liberty polished. 

From Paramount’s sale of March 1973, Lot 1113. 

Choice Proof 1904 Eagle 

1659 1904 Proof-63 (PCGS). A wonderful specimen that at first ap¬ 

pears to be a gem, and quite a few observers would call it that. 

However, under close magnification some minor hairlines aie 

visible, prompting the experts at PCGS to call this Proof-63. 

This is certainly “a lot of coin for the money, and prospective 

buyers would do well to examine it carefully. Of the 108 Proofs 

struck, probably no more than a third exist today. The present 

coin is probably in the top 45% of survivors quality-wise. 

From Stack’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lot 

2371. 

1660 1904 MS-63. A very pleasing specimen that is definitely at the 

high end of this grade range. Fully lustrous and brilliant. I his 

would make a welcome addition to a high quality type set. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of July 1970, Lot 436. 

Rare Proof 1905 Eagle 

(2X photo) 

1661 1905 Proof-64 (PCGS). Attractive light gold. A nice example 

of this rare Proof issue. Of the 86 coins struck, perhaps slightly 

more than a third survive today. An important opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 5; 4 finer (Proof-66 finest). 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 14, 1970, Lot 

1137. 

1662 1905-S AU-58. The 1905-S is rare in Mint State, this piece is 

only a whisper away from that level. Fully brilliant and quite 

pleasing. 

Purchased from Rowe Brownlee, June 23, 1968. 
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Splendid Proof 1906 Eagle 

(2X photo) 

1663 1906 Proof-64 (PCGS). Attractive light gold color. A splendid 

specimen remaining from a low Proof mintage of only 77 

coins. We doubt if more than 10 or 15 survivors are of this 

quality or finer. 

From Harmer-Rooke’s sale of December 18, 1970, Lot 3263. 

Impressive and Rare 1906-0 $10 

Outstanding Quality 

1664 1906-0 MS-64 (PCGS). Sharply struck and highly lustrous. A 

delightful, aesthetically desirable example of this scarce issue, 

a rarity in Mint State. This is the last year that eagles were 

struck at New Orleans. 

The mintage of this issue amounted to 86,895 coins, most of 

which seem to have gone into circulation. In his study of the 

series, David Akers noted: “The 1906-0...ranks with the 1899- 

O as the scarcest issue from the mint after 1883. Most speci¬ 

mens are fairly high grade EF or x4U, but strictly Uncirculatt 

examples are very scarce. Choice and especially gem quali 

Uncirculated specimens are rare and seldom encountered.” 

Today it is difficult to sort reality from fiction, due to tl 

popular practice of resubmitting coins to the same service ar! 

crossing them over to other services. As it has been said els 

where in the present catalogue, multiple listings often repr 

sent but a single coin. Thus, for a more balanced view it is ne 

essary to look to the wisdom of those who have studied the s 

ries, including David Akers, and, in all modesty, ourselves. 

PCGS Population: 9; 2 finer (MS-66 finest). 

From Paramount’s Auction ‘86, August 5, 1986, Lot 1943. 

Important Proof 1907 Eagle 

(2.V photo) 

1665 1907 Proof-64 (PCGS). A sharp Proof with deep mirrore- 

fields. Highly important as a rarity—probably no more tha: 

half or a third survive from a mintage of 74 pieces—and also at 

the last year of the Liberty Head motif. A numismatic classi 

by any evaluation, by any standard. 

From Stack’s sale of the Scanlon Collection, October 1973, Lc 

2582. 
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Wonderful 1908-D No Motto $10 

Indian Head Motif 

“Errant Mintmark” 

1666 1908-D Indian Head. No Motto. MS-64 (PCGS). Satiny or¬ 

ange-gold lustre with very few marks or other impairments. 

Very slightly weak at center of obverse, which is the norm for 

authentic specimens of the issue. A coin of hand-picked qual¬ 

ity, one that will delight its new owner. 

One could easily call the 1908-D No Motto the “Errant Mintmark” variety, 

for the D mintmark is way out in left field (literally), beyond the branch—in a 

location completely different from that used on any other mintmark in the 

series! This characteristic, which is found on all known specimens of the 

1908-D Without Motto (but not on those with motto) is not widely known or 

appreciated and seems to us to lend quite a bit of interest. 

From a trade with Stanley Kesselman. 

Rare 1911-D Eagle 

1670 1911-D MS-63 (PCGS). Sharply struck with light yellow gold 

lustre. This is the lowest mintage regular issue in the series. 

Rare in all grades, the 1911-D is especially elusive in Mint 

State, and even more so at the MS-67 level offered here. A find 

for the astute collector. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, October 6, 1972. 

1671 1912 MS-63. Fully lustrous and attractive. 

From Paramount’s Auction ‘79 Sale, Lot 357. 

1672 1912-S AU-50. Marks on cheek. 

Purchased from Rex McGee. 

Lustrous and Beautiful 1913 $10 

Notable 1909 Indian $10 

1667 1909 MS-64 (PCGS). A superb example in deep yellow gold 

with veiy sharp design details. The surfaces are nearly flawless, 

and the piece has tremendous eye appeal. Even though Harty 

Bass did not specialize in Indian Head $10 pieces and only ac¬ 

quired a few, one can imagine that when he saw this coin he 

simply had to own it! 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, February 16, 1972. 

1668 1909-S MS-63. Light gold. A few minute contact marks are 

noted on Miss Liberty’s jaw and in the left obverse field. The 

mint lustre is somewhat subdued. The 1909-S is scarce in Mint 

State. Most of the known Uncirculated examples are from a 

tiny hoard discovered in the 1970s. 

Pun based from Stanley Kesselman, August 1975. 

1669 1910-1) MS-62. A lustrous example with attractive surfaces. 

From the Goliad Corporation’s sale of the Verner Collection, Au¬ 

gust 8, 1972. 

1673 1913 MS-64. A fully lustrous example. Tiny contact marks are 

noted on Liberty’s lips and chin. 

From Abe Kosoff August 1973, via trade. 

1674 1914 MS-63. Numerous contact marks are noted on the face of 

Miss Liberty. 

From Stack’s sale of the Delp Collection, November 1972, Lot 852. 

Lustrous and Attractive 1914-S $10 

1675 1914-S MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous and attractive, a very nice ex¬ 

ample in a grade far higher than typically seen for the 1914-S. 

“Very scarce in Mint State” notes Walter Breen, a significant 

comment. 

1676 1915 MS-63. A pleasing fully lustrous example that is at the 

high end of this grade designation. 

From Stack's sale of April 1973, Lot 1107. 
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DOUBLE EAGLES 
1850 Onward 

The Bass Collection $20 Double Eagles 

A Beautiful Selection 

Our offering of gold $20 double eagles commences with the 

first year of issue, 1850, and continues to the early 20th cen¬ 

tury. Included are the finest Proofs Harry W. Bass, Jr., was able 

to find in three decades of connoisseurship, plus many impor¬ 

tant business strikes, including notable rarities. As will be seen 

in the pages to follow, the Proofs of the 1860s and 1870s com¬ 

bine exceptional condition with extraordinary rarity, followed 

by the decade of the 1880s, laden with low-mintage dates and 

three Proof-only issues (1883, 1884, and 1887). 

Many of the double eagles in the Bass Collection were ac¬ 

quired in the 1960s and 1970s when choice specimens were 

more available than they are today. As his numismatic interest 

became known, Harry Bass was given first choice of many 

outstanding coins. Among earlier issues, especially of the de¬ 

cades of the 1850s through the 1870s, he was fascinated with 

minute differences in dies, often involving the date logotype, 

but also including mintmark variations and die states. In the 

present catalogue many notes are given of such features. 

Our Part III sale is planned to showcase important business 

strikes and at the same time offer duplicate Proofs (of which 

the selection is modest in comparison to the present offering). 

Numismatic Notes 

In 1849 the California Gold Rush was paramount in news 

accounts, discussions, and activities. Although the extent of the 

finds in the West would not be realized for some years to 

come, it was evident that gold, once rare in America, would 

become plentiful. The legislative act of March 3, 1849, re¬ 

flected this, and created two new denominations: the gold 

dollar, a utilitarian issue which would become the lowest fed¬ 

eral gold denomination to circulate, and the large and heavy 

$20 double eagle, the latter forming an efficient way to convert 

bullion to coin form. Several patterns were struck in 1849, of 

which only one gold impression is known today, residing in the 

Smithsonian Institution. Beginning in 1850, double eagles 

were produced in quantity for commerce. 

Double eagles were made in six major design types. In the 

Liberty Head series, from the first year of issue, 1850, mintage 

was accomplished continuously. New Orleans struck coins in 

the era 1850-1861 and again in 1879. San Francisco produced 

the denomination from the year of its opening, 1854, onward; 

and Carson City struck double eagles for many years during 

the period 1870-1893. Beginning in 1906, the Denver Mint 

issued $20 pieces as well. 

The $20 denomination was the largest regularly issued 

American coin. It represented the most efficient way to coin 

a given amount of gold bullion into coin form. Thus, for most 

of the years in which double eagles were struck, their total face 

value far exceeded that of other denominations. 

Type I 

1850-1866 Liberty Head, No Motto 

Designed by James B. Longacre, the obverse features 

compact head of Miss Liberty, her hair tied in a bun, wear 

a coronet inscribed LIBERTY. Stars surround, and the dat 

below. The motif is similar to that used on the gold dollar? 

1849- 1854. 

The reverse is a new motif not used elsewhere on Ameru 

coinage and consists of an eagle with a squared-off shield ; 

its breast, holding an olive branch and arrows, with orname 

to the left and right, stars and rays above, with the inscript 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, TWENTY D. surroundi 

The business strike mintage of the type totaled 23,526,6*! 

while an estimated 375 or so Proofs were made. 

The type collector will have no difficulty acquiring an 

ample of one of the more plentiful dates in Very Fine to 

tremely Fine preservation. AU pieces are scarce. Uncirculaj 

pieces are very scarce, and superb Uncirculated coins are 

ceedingly rare, although occasionally pieces dated 1861 co 

on the market. Early San Francisco Mint issues, 1854-S throe 

1857-S, are sometimes seen with lightly etched surfaces. Sr 

pieces were recovered from shipwrecks and spent a century 

more subjected to the effects of salt water. Proofs in all 

stances are exceedingly rare. 

Two sunken ships laden with double eagles have been 

vaged, and beautiful specimens have come to the surface. 1 

S.S. Central America, sunk off the coast of North Carolina 

September 12, 1857, was found by the Columbus-Amer 

Discovery Group in the late 1980s, and as the present cc 

ments are being written, various marketing plans are beii 

discussed. The primary treasure seems to be several thousa 

beautiful 1857-S double eagles, some of which are gems. T 

lesser extent, other San Francisco Mint gold coins were 

eluded in the find, most being of the $20 denomination. Th« 

will make available to the numismatic fraternity many coins- 

a quality and quantity not heretofore encountered. 

The S.S. Brother Jonathan, sunk off of Crescent City, Calif 

nia, on July 20, 1865, was found by Deep Sea Research, I 

During the late 1990s 1,207 coins, mostly double eagles, w* 

recovered from the wreck. An inventory was published in t 
book The Treasure Ship S.S. Brother Jonathan, published in 19" 

and 1,006 of the coins were sold at auction by Bowers a 

Merena this past May. Hundreds of 1865-S $20 pieces, inch 

ing many choice and a few gem pieces came to market, as c 

some attractive issues of earlier dates in the 1860s. The aucti 

attracted hundreds of enthusiastic bidders, many of whe 

were new to the coin collecting hobby. No doubt the mu 

more extensive S.S. Central America coins, when sold, will hd 

a fantastically beneficial effect upon the market. 

By contrast, just about any and all other $20 pieces of t 

1850- 1866 type range from scarce to rare to non-existent 

Mint State, an exception being the year 1861 (Philadelpl 

Mint), for which specimens are occasionally seen. 

The Bass Collection offers a wonderful selection of doul 

eagles. The prospective bidder is encouraged to take the c 
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>ortunity to add to a collection already in progress, or to be- 

in one. A new era of great popularity for the double eagle— 

he largest and most impressive American gold coin denomi- 

lation—seems to be just across the threshold. 

Under Distribution of Double Eagles below we give an over- 

iew of how coins of this denomination were minted and cir- 

ulated. This information, combined with production figures, 

ielps understand why some dates and mintmarks are common 

nd others are rare. Moreover, often a double eagle can be 

ommon in a circulated grade but an extreme rarity if Mint 
tate. 

Type II 

1866-1876 Liberty Head, Motto, TWENTY D. 

In 1866 the reverse of the Liberty Head design was modified 

y adding the motto IN GOD WE TRUST within the circle of 

tars above the eagle. This motto was continued from this 

oint forward. The type minted from 1866 through 1876 is 

efined by the combination of the IN GOD WE TRLIST motto 

ith the denomination below expressed as TWENTY D. 

In 1877 the denomination was expressed differently, thus 

dating the earlier issues as a distinct type. Production was 

antinuous at the Philadelphia and San Francisco mints, 

larson City coins were produced beginning in 1870, with 

870-CC being a rarity today. 

Business strike mintage of the Type II double eagle totaled 

6,160,758 pieces, to which 335 Proofs can be added. 

As fortune would have it, the emergence of treasure coins 

om the S.S. Central America and S.S. Brother Jonathan have 

lade it a reality for the numismatist to acquire a choice or 

em Mint State specimen of the Type I design (1850-1866). 

>ther circumstances, discussed below under Collecting Con- 

derations, have made Type III double eagles (1877-1907) 

lentiful in Mint State. However, no such special circum- 

ances smiled upon the presently discussed Type II coins 

866-1876), and in comparison Mint State coins are very rare, 

he Bass Collection coins offer many opportunities in this 

igard, an offering that may never be equaled. 

Although Mint State coins are scarce or rare and even AU 

tecimens are elusive, the type set collector can readily obtain 

le higher-mintage issues in such grades as VF and EF. 

Type III 

1877-1907 Liberty Head, TWENTY DOLLARS 

The Liberty Head obverse motif was continued during the 

877-1907 span, as was the reverse with IN GOD WE TRUST 

)ove the eagle. However, the denomination, formerly ex- 

essed as TWENTY I)., was changed to read TWENTY DOL¬ 

ORS, thus creating a new type. 

Examples were produced continuously at Philadelphia and 

termittently at Carson City and San Francisco. New Orleans 

oduced double eagles of this style in 1879, and pieces were 

ruck at Denver in 1906 and 1907. 

There are a number of rare issues within the span, with the 

1883 and 1884 Philadelphia coins being legendary Proof-only 

dates and the 1887, also a Proof-only issue, having its own 

degree of fame. 

Business strike mintage of this type totaled 64,137,477 

pieces, to which figure can be added 2,426 Proofs. 

The type set collector will have no difficulty obtaining a rep¬ 

resentative example in any grade from Very Fine to AU, with 

Extremely Fine and AU pieces being abundant. Uncirculated 

pieces are scarcer and when seen are apt to be dated from the 

1890s through 1907. Superb Lhicirculated pieces are scarcer 

yet and when found are apt to be dated 1904. Proofs in all 

instances are rare, and it is probably the case that as many as 

two thirds of certain Proofs have been lost. 

Type IV 

MCMVII (1907) High Relief 

Augustus Saint-Gaudens, one of America’s most prominent 

sculptors, was part of a Mint committee in 1890 which consid¬ 

ered coinage designs submitted by public competition. It was 

hoped to replace the Liberty Seated silver designs and Liberty 

Head gold designs which had been in use for many years. In 

1892 he combined his talents with those of Chief Engraver 

Charles E. Barber to design a medal for the World’s Colum¬ 

bian Exposition, with Saint-Gaudens’ work appearing on the 

obverse and Barber’s on the reverse. The combination with 

Barber’s work apparently was against his wishes, for as Don 

Taxay notes in his monumental reference, The United States 

Mint and Coinage, the sculptor avoided the Mint from that time 

onward until 1905. 

In the latter year Theodore Roosevelt commissioned Saint- 

Gaudens to do his inauguration medal. Pleased with the result, 

Roosevelt began a correspondence with the sculptor with the 

view in mind of improving the designs of the national coinage. 

A letter from Roosevelt dated November 6, 1905, notes: 

How is the gold coinage design coming along? 1 want to make 

a suggestion. It seems to me to be worthwhile to try for really good 

coinage: though I suppose there will be a revolt about it. I was 

looking up some gold coins of Alexander the Great today [at the 

small display in the “Castle" building of the Smithsonian Institu¬ 

tion], and 1 was struck by their high relief. Would it be well to have 

our coins in high relief, and also to have the rims raised? The point 

of having the rim raised would be, of course, to protect the figure 

of the coins; and if we have the figures in high relief, like the fig¬ 

ures on the old Greek coins, they will surely last longer. What do 

you think of this? 

Saint-Gaudens’ reply is quoted in part: 

You have hit the nail on the head with regard to the coinage. Of 

course the great coins (and you might say the only coins) are the 

Greek ones you speak of, just as the great medals are those in the 

15th century by Pisani and Sperandie. Nothing would please me 

more than to make the attempt in the direction of the heads of 

Alexander, but the authorities on modern monetarv requirements 

would I fear “throw fits” to speak emphatically if the thing were 

done now. It would be great if it could be accomplished and 1 do 

not see what the objection would lie if the edges were high enough 

to prevent the rubbing. Perhaps an inquiry from you would not re 

ceive the antagonistic reply from those who have the sa\ in such 

matters that would certainly be made to me. 
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Up to the present I have done no work on the actual models for 

the coins, but I have made sketches, and the matter is constantly in 

my mind. I have about determined on the composition of one side, 

which would contain an eagle very much like the one I placed on 

your medal with a modification that would be advantageous; on tbe 

other side some kind of a (possibly winged) figure of Liberty strid¬ 

ing forward as if on a mountain top, holding aloft on one arm a 

shield bearing the stars and stripes with the word Liberty marked 

across the field; in the other hand perhaps a flaming torch, the drap¬ 

ery would be flowing in the breeze. My idea would be to make it a 

living thing and typical of progress. 

Tell me frankly what you think of this and what your ideas may 

be. I remember you spoke of the head of an Indian; of course that 

is always a superb thing to do, but would it be a sufficiently clear 

emblem of Liberty as required by the law? 

Correspondence continued. Saint-Gaudens was commis¬ 

sioned by President Roosevelt to redesign the entire coinage 

from the cent to the double eagle. The story of the issue is 

further told in the present catalogue in the notes under Lot 

1957, description of a lovely MCMVII High Relief $20, the 

epitomization of the project. 

As forecast by Chief Engraver Charles E. Barber, great prob¬ 

lems occurred with striking the coins in high relief. It was 

found that three blows of the press were necessary in order to 

bring the design up to the required sharpness. Realizing that 

the configuration was unacceptable for high speed coinage 

production, Mint officials decided to strike a limited number 

and then modify the design. Accordingly, 11,250 of the high 

relief, MCMVII Roman numerals design were made. The 

Saint-Gaudens design was then changed to a shallow relief. 

The Roman numeral date, which caused confusion with the 

public, was dropped. 

Type V 

1907-1908 Saint-Gaudens, No Motto 

After the 11,250 High Relief MCMVII pieces had been 

struck, the design was modified under the direction of Chief 

Engraver Barber at the Philadelphia Mint, and subsequent is¬ 

sues featured shallow relief and the date in Arabic numerals. 

The first style minted, that produced at the Philadelphia Mint 

in 1907 and 1908 and in Denver in 1908, lacks the motto IN 

GOD WE TRUST, for President Theodore Roosevelt person¬ 

ally objected to it. 

The general design remained the same as on the MCMVII 

High Relief issues and depicts Miss Liberty striding forward, 

with rays and the Capitol building in the background, LIB¬ 

ERTY above, and the date, now expressed in Arabic numerals 

as 1907 (or 1908), to the lower right. 

The reverse is similar and depicts an eagle flying to the left 

over the sun, with UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and 

TWENTY DOLLARS in two lines above. Around the obverse 

border of all Saint-Gaudens $20 issues is a circle of stars, 46 

stars on those minted from 1907 through 1911 and 48 stars on 

those made from 1912 through 1933. The lettered edge, E 

PLUR1BUS UNUM, was continued on this and the next type. 

Business strike mintage of the 1907-1908 No Motto double 

eagle totaled 5,294,968. Examples can be readily obtained in 

grades from Extremely Fine to AU. Uncirculated pieces are 

countered with some frequency, but superb Uncirculated c< 

are decidedly scarce, exceptions being 1908 Philadelphia N 

pieces brought to market in the late 1990s and designate 

the Wells Fargo Hoard. 

Type VI 

1908-1933 Saint-Gaudens, With Motto 

In 1908 the Saint-Gaudens design was modified by adc 

IN GOD WE TRUST in an arc just above the sun on the 

verse. Otherwise the design is the same as the preceding. Is.6 

minted from 1908 through 1911 have 46 stars around 

obverse border, while those minted from 1912 through 1 

have 48 stars, reflecting a larger number of states in the Un 

Numismatists have taken little note of the star counts, ; 

therefore the 46- and 48-star issues are not considered tc 

separate types. 

Production was accomplished on a fairly continuous b 

from 1908 through 1933, exceptions being the years 19 

1919. Despite high mintages, certain issues of the 1920s 

rare, for many were simply stored by the Treasury Departn: 

and then melted following the 1933 gold recall. 

Business strike mintage totaled a substantial 64,981,4 

Matte and Roman Finish Proofs were made to the exten 

687 pieces, the total for all dates 1908-1915. 

The type set collector will encounter no difficulty findir 

specimen in Extremely Fine to AU grade. Uncirculated cc 

are relatively plentiful, but superb Uncirculated pieces are 

sive. In general, issues from 1908 through 1921 are very i 

in superb Uncirculated condition, while certain issues of 

1920s, particularly Philadelphia Mint coins from 1924 to 19 

are more readily obtained, but still they present a challen 

Collecting Considerations 

Similar to the situation for $5 and $10 coins, $20 g 

double eagles were not widely collected by numismatists u 

the 1930s. In 1893, in his Mint Marks monograph, Hea 

stated that he was not aware of a single numismatist who 

lected $20 coins by mintmark varieties. The situation did 

change appreciably by 1909, when Edgar H. Adams publisl 

Adams Official Premium List of United States Private and Ter 

rial Gold Coins. For example, Carson City rarities, so mi 

appreciated by a later generation of numismatists, had no j 

mium value at the time. 

Numismatic interest in double eagles arose in the mid-19“ 

advanced strongly in the 1940s, and came of age in the 19 

and 1960s, by which time dates and mintmarks were in w 

demand. Ever since that time popularity has increased, j 

today in 1999 at least several dozen enthusiasts are special 

in the series, some concentrating upon certain areas, sue! 

Carson City issues or 1907-1933 Saint-Gaudens pieces. 

The following study provides a key to the availability 

double eagles: 
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Distribution of Double Eagles: 

A Key to Availability 

Although many $20 gold coins were used in everyday Ameri- 

an commerce, most found employment in bank transactions. 

^ decade by decade study by QDB reveals the following char- 
icteristics: 

Double Eagles Minted 1850-1859 

This is the era of the California Gold Rush. Unprecedented 

[uantities of gold metal were shipped from California to the 

^ast, to be minted into coins at Philadelphia and New Orleans, 

leginning in 1854, the San Francisco Mint struck double eagles, 

fter which time fewer were made at New Orleans. However, 

irge shipments of gold bullion continued to the East, mainly 

hrough the port of New York City, and large quantities of $20 

»ieces were produced at the Philadelphia Mint. 

In this decade, more so than any other in American history, 

he $20 found use in domestic commerce. On the West Coast, 

uch pieces were commonly encountered in banking and 

rade. Double eagles were widely used in other areas, especially 

zest of the Mississippi River. In the East and Midwest, most 

iusiness wTas conducted via bank notes and credits. Gold coins 

/ere not widely used. 

Many double eagles were exported, especially to London (a 

enter of gold trading), but also to other European areas as well, 

lus South America. Such coins were virtually unknown in the 

'acific trade, where silver was preferred. Of the double eagles 

aat went to Europe, it seems that most were melted there. No 

ignificant hoards of Mint State double eagles of the 1850-1859 

ears are known to have come to light there in later years. 

The S.S. Central America, laden with thousands of double 

agles including newly-minted 1857-S coins and some earlier 

isues, mostly from the San Francisco Mint, was sunk in a hur- 

icane on September 12, 1857. As related earlier in the present 

iscussion, many coins were found in the late 1980s by the 

lolumbus-America Discovery Group. These constitute the 

nly significant hoard of Mint State double eagles known to 

xist. 

Numismatic interest during the era: Perhaps two, three, or 

3ur collectors acquired Proofs from the Philadelphia Mint, 

nd each year an example of the date was placed in the Mint 

Cabinet. There was no interest in mintmarked coins. 

Double Eagles Minted 1860-1869 

Double eagles of 1860 follow the distribution pattern of the 

receding decade. On December 28, 1861, Eastern banks 

opped paying out gold coins at par. By that time the New 

>rleans Mint had stopped producing coins and was under the 

Dntrol of the Confederate States of America. 

By early 1862, double eagles were available only at a ple¬ 

num in terms of paper money. I he same situation existed in 

le Midwest. From that time until December 14, 1878, gold 

jins did not circulate in those areas. I rade and commerce 

as conducted by an array of federal paper money, mainly 

Legal Tender notes and, later, National Bank notes as well. 

Fractional Currency notes were made of various denomina¬ 

tions from 30 to 500. Not a single gold coin was to be found 

in normal circulation. 

However, double eagles continued to be struck at the Phila¬ 

delphia Mint from bullion shipped by sea from California. 

Such coins were either kept in Treasury vaults or sold at a pre¬ 

mium to individuals and firms who used them in the export 

trade with Europe. While some double eagles shipped to En¬ 

gland and elsewhere were melted, many were retained in vaults 

there. Nearly all were subjected to extensive handling then and 

later, with the result that a high-grade American double eagle 

of this era, if found in Europe at a later date, was apt to grade 

AU or very low Mint State, often with very extensive bagmarks. 

The typically encountered grade was not high at all, but was 

more likely to be EF or, sometimes, VF. 

The West Coast had entirely different monetary arrange¬ 

ments. Federal paper money was not in general circulation, 

and commerce was conducted via silver and gold coins. These 

were aplenty in circulation and traded at face value. However, 

if anyone wanted to make a purchase in Legal Tender or Na¬ 

tional Bank notes brought from the East, an appropriate sur¬ 

charge would be paid. Double eagles struck at the San Fran¬ 

cisco Mint were circulated extensively, and over a period of 

years became worn down to such grades as VF and EF, gener¬ 

ally showing much more wear than their lightly used counter¬ 

parts struck in Philadelphia. 

The aforementioned group of 1865-S and earlier $20 pieces 

recovered from the S.S. Brother Jonathan constitute about the 

only source for choice and gem Mint State double eagles from 

this decade. 

Numismatic interest during the era: Perhaps five to 10 col¬ 

lectors acquired Proofs from the Philadelphia Mint, and each 

year an example of the date was placed in the Mint Cabinet. 

There was no interest in mintmarked coins. 

Double Eagles Minted 1870-1879 

In 1870 the Carson City Mint opened for business. It seems 

to the writer that the issues of the early 1870s were mostly used 

in the region in which they were struck. Similar to typical San 

Francisco double eagles, the coins of the early 1870s wore 

quickly, with the result that most became designated as VF by 

a later generation of numismatists. EF coins proved to be 

scarce, and AU coins were rarities. About mid-decade, after 

1873, quantities of lightly circulated Carson City double eagles 

were used in the export trade, shipped to European and South 

American markets via the port of San Francisco. Years later, 

such locations provided the source for specimens, including 

some high-grade AU and even Mint State coins, but typically 

EF to AU. However, as Carson City double eagles were, for the 

most part, minted in small numbers, the quantities found were 

not extensive. 

During the decade double eagles minted in San Francisco 

continued to be used extensively in commerce, although in this 

era paper money, including a special issue of National Cold 
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Bank notes, began to be employed in the West. Many pieces 

were shipped to Europe and South America. Surviving San 

Francisco Mint specimens seen today range from VF to low 

Mint State, with VF, EF, and AU being typical. 

Philadelphia Mint coins continued to be used primarily in 

the export trade, for such coins still did not circulate in com¬ 

merce. Surviving pieces tend to range in grade from EF to AU, 

plus some heavily bagmarked low-level Mint State pieces. 

The New Orleans Mint began striking double eagles in 1879 

and made only 2,325 pieces. It seems that most of these coins 

were used in domestic circulation. Today, nearly all pieces 

show extensive wear. This proved to be the beginning and the 

end for New Orleans involvement in the Type III $20 design, 

and no further pieces were struck there. 

Toward the end of the decade, gold coins were again avail¬ 

able in banks in the East and Midwest (see following section). 

Numismatic interest during the era: Perhaps 10 to 15 collec¬ 

tors acquired Proofs from the Philadelphia Mint, and each year 

an example of the date was placed in the Mint Cabinet. There 

was no interest in mintmarked coins. Numismatists found that 

there was virtually no resale market for earlier-dated Proofs, 

and when they tired of owning such pieces, it was often easier 

to spend them than to find a buyer who would pay a premium. 

So far as is known, not a single numismatist cared a whit about 

the newly opened Carson City Mint! 

Double Eagles Minted 1880-1889 

Beginning on December 17, 1878, gold coins began to cir¬ 

culate at par (in terms of paper money), ending the premium 

that had been demanded for such coins ever since the waning 

days of December 1861. A new generation of bankers, mer¬ 

chants, and general citizens became familiar for the first time 

with large, heavy, and impressive double eagles. In the East 

and Midwest, currency was so firmly entrenched in commer¬ 

cial channels—with various types including Legal Tender notes, 

National Bank notes, and the new Silver Certificates, among 

others—that $20 gold pieces never became popular with the 

public. On the West Coast paper money came into widespread 

use, and in populated areas such as Los Angeles, San Fran¬ 

cisco, and Portland, transactions that were once effected in 

gold coins were now mostly handled by paper. In inland dis¬ 

tricts such as Nevada, Colorado, and other mountain and 

desert states, gold coins were seen more often. 

San Francisco was the mint of choice, and most double 

eagles were struck there during the decade. 

A large export trade arose with double eagles, and large 

quantities of newly minted issues as well as circulated older 

pieces were sent to Europe and South America. Typically 

jostled together in cloth bags, such pieces soon became exten¬ 

sively nicked and marked as they were moved around from 

place to place. 

Numismatic interest during the era: Perhaps 15 to 30 col¬ 

lectors acquired Proofs from the Philadelphia Mint, and each 

year an example of the date was placed in the Mint Cabinet. 

There was no interest in mintmarked coins. The resale mar¬ 

ket for Proofs continued to be negligible, and many si 

coins were spent. 

Double Eagles Minted 1890-1899 

The 1890s were essentially rerun of the scenario of 

1880s. Paper money continued to be in use almost everywh 

except for certain interior desert and mountain states in 

West. The San Francisco Mint was again the most popu 

depot for coinage of the double eagle. In 1893 the coin; 

presses at Carson City struck their last coins. After that tir 

production was limited to San Francisco and Philadelphia, w 

both making generous quantities, San Francisco remaining 

the lead. 

Numismatic interest during the era: Perhaps 20 to 40 col 

tors acquired Proofs from the Philadelphia Mint, and each y 

an example of the date was placed in the Mint Cabinet. 1 

resale market for Proof continued to reflect about a zero 

mand. More coins were spent. 

In 1893 Augustus G. Heaton, an accomplished numismatr 

scholar, and writer, published A Treatise on The Coinage of 

United States Branch Mints. Familiarly designated as Mint Man 

the monograph sold well at SI per copy. The author lisi 

various causes of attractiveness in an effort to encourage i 

collecting of silver and gold coins by mintmark varieties, it 

patently, Heaton did not know of even a single numisr 

tist who collected double eagles by mintmarks. Regarding 

series he commented: 

DOUBLE EAGLES OR $20 PIECES: In New Orleans double 

eagles were coined from 1850 to 1861 and not again until 1879. 

1854, 1856, and 1879 are very scarce dates. The others should be 

freely found. The San Francisco Mint has issued this coin from 1854 

to the present (except the void year 1886). in such uniformly large 

amounts that the smallest coinage, in 1887, is of 283,000 pieces. All 

should be common by this criterion. 

Carson City supplies the piece from 1870 to 1885 (except the 

1881 and 1882), and from 1889 to the present date of 1893. The 

first date only should be rare, and 1878, 1879, 1881, and 1885 are 

rather scarce. 

There are in all 71 double eagle mintmarks to 1893, represent¬ 

ing a face value of $1,420. 

It is seen from the preceding that Heaton was confused c« 

cerning Carson City issues, in one place stating that no 18 

or 1882 coins were minted, when in fact both were made 

fairly large quantities. At the time there was no regularly issr 

numismatic guide listing coins by dates, mintmarks, and p 

duction quantities, and it was difficult for collectors to det 

mine which issues actually were struck. The Annual Report of 

Director of the Mint was helpful in some instances, but ma 

figures required analysis, as from the late 1850s onward t 

reports were given in fiscal years (July 1 to the following Ju 

30) rather than in calendar years. Thus, for many varietie: 

was no easy matter to determine which coins had been stn 

bearing specific dates. 

Heaton’s Mint Marks treatise was popular, but few collect* 

could afford or were interested in saving double eagles by 

rieties other than date. 
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Double Eagles Minted 1900-1909 

These were heady times in the American and international 

sconomy (although a hiccup was provided by the Panic of 1907). 

Large quantities of double eagles were minted, with the year 

1904 breaking all previous records with a quantity of over 11 

nillion pieces. It seems that most double eagles were used in the 

export trade, where such pieces were deposited in the vaults of 

jrivate and public banks as well as national treasuries. 

In terms of gold bullion processed into coins, double eagles 

iccounted for many multiples of the small amounts used for 

)ther denominations, which by this time included the $2.50, 
55, and $10. 

The Denver Mint opened for business in 1906 and thence- 

orth coined double eagles, among other denominations. 

Numismatic interest during the era: Interest in mintmarks 

jerked up slightly, and perhaps two or three numismatists 

eriously sought such specimens. One individual was J.M. 

jlapp (who died in 1906), whose coins later passed to his son, 

ohn H. Clapp, and in 1942 to Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. 

In 1909 Edgar H. Adams, one of the foremost scholars in 

lumismatics, published Adams’ Official Premium List of United 

States Private and Territorial Gold Coins Indicated by Prices Brought 

it Public Sales. Adams was also a coin dealer and had as one of 

lis most important clients William H. Woodin, who sought 

fold coins by date and mintmark, but concentrated on the 

lenominations from $1 through $3. 

Regarding double eagles, Adams did not indicate a single 

late or mintmark in the Liberty Head series that had even the 

lightest premium value! For Saint-Gaudens double eagles, 

diich had been minted since 1907, only the MCMVII coins 

$30 and $35 value) and the 1907 Arabic numerals varieties 

$20.50) were listed! 

As demonstrated, collecting interest was very close to the 

ero mark! It is worth quoting Adams' comment, which also 

ncluded $10 coins: 

“$10 and $20 pieces do not bring much of a premium, as 

Key are sought by only a few collectors. The collectors as a rule 

alne only those $10 gold pieces which were issued from 1795 

a 1804, and all such coins are here scheduled.” 

While it may seem from the mintage figures that there was 

demand for Proof double eagles, the facts belie this, and 

orrespondence from Henry Chapman to Robert Garrett in 

911 indicated that a year of searching did not turn up a gold 

roof set of the year 1909! Other information suggests that no 

lore than five collectors acquired Proof $20s each year. 

Double Eagles Minted 1910-1919 

Good times continued in the economy, until August 1914, 

hen the World War broke out in Europe. After that time, 

onditions in Europe were parlous, while in the United States 

impant inflation took place. Double eagles continued to be 

linted through 1916, after with production ceased. 

Large quantities of $20 pieces were exported during the 

ecade. If anything, the wart ime conditions in Europe caused 

great distrust of national currencies on that continent, and 

highly-regarded United States gold coins were considered to 

be more desirable than ever. 

Within the United States, double eagles were hardly ever seen 

in circulation, except perhaps in remote towns in the interior of 

the American West. The $20 gold piece was nearly completely 

relegated to the status of an international trade coin. 

Numismatic interest during the era: There was a modest 

increase in interest, and it is likely that several numismatists 

sought new issues as they became available. However, it also 

seems that no effort was made to track down a date or mint- 

mark if it could not be readily found. The writer has located 

nothing in numismatic literature to indicate that even a single 

collector of the decade was interested in the mintage figures, 

history, or distribution of mintmarked issues. 

Double Eagles Minted 1920-1929 

After the Treaty of Versailles, which ended the World War, 

the economy of Europe was in a turmoil, especially within 

conquered Germany. American gold double eagles continued 

to be highly prized, and large quantities were minted at Phila¬ 

delphia, Denver, and San Francisco. Freshly minted coins were 

deposited in federal vaults. As export demand arose, the con¬ 

tents of these vaults were tapped. As fortune would have it, 

some varieties of double eagles were largely exported, while 

other varieties, including those struck in large quantities, re¬ 

mained in storage. 

Of the various issues produced during the decade, the fol¬ 

lowing were exported in quantity: 1920, 1922, 1922-S, 1923, 

1923-D, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, and 1928. Many other issues, 

including Denver and San Francisco coins after 1923, re¬ 

mained in storage, and only a few were ever distributed. 

As an example of these unusual arrangements, of the 1923- 

D double eagle, 1,702,250 were struck, and hundreds of thou¬ 

sands were exported. Today, the 1923-D is readily available in 

Mint State. On the other hand, for the 1927-S the mintage was 

3,107,000, but it seems that very few were ever distributed, 

perhaps fewer than 1,000 coins. Today, the 1927-S is regarded 

as an important and expensive rarity. 

Numismatic interest during the era: Interest remained very 

modest and B. Max Mehl, for one, found that certain high 

denomination Proof gold coins were better spent than listed 

in his catalogues, as there was little demand for them. Thomas 

L. Elder, the New York City dealer, bemoaned that the market 

had relatively few “large buyers,” and that the great numisma¬ 

tists of earlier times had no modern counterparts. 

In Chicago, Virgil M. Brand, who had been collecting coins 

of all nations and denominations since the inception of his 

interest in the 1880s, passed away. Nearly all of his business 

strike double eagles were later cashed in for face value! 

Double Eagles Minted 1930-1933 

During the decade, double eagles were minted from 1930 to 

1933. In April 1933, the government stopped paving out gold 

coins at face value and began to call in the pieces held b\ the 
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public, except for those of recognized numismatic value. With 

the coinage of pieces minted early in 1933, the production of 

the American double eagle ceased. 

Business strike double eagles were turned into the Treasury 

by the millions and melted, and further millions of undistrib¬ 

uted issues from the 1920s met the same fate. Meanwhile, for¬ 

eign banks and governments held on to American $20 pieces 

more tightly than ever and had no interest in shipping them 

back to the United States in exchange for freshly printed pa¬ 

per money. 

Numismatic interest during the era: Interest was modest, but 

was beginning to increase. Frederick C.C. Boyd was early in 

the date-and-mintmark game in the $20 series, Wayte 

Raymond was interested, and perhaps a handful of others were 

as well. Still, there was little concern as to which issues minted 

in recent times, including the 1920s, were scarce. The Treasury 

Department obligingly provided needed earlier dates of the 

1920s and early 1930s, including the 1927-D $20 (which later 

proved to be a rarity), to anyone who cared to pay face value 

plus a nominal handling charge. 

Epilogue: Collecting Comes of Age 

(but too late!) 

A widespread interest in double eagles arose in the mid- 

1930s, when gold coins were absent from circulation and their 

desirability was recognized. 

On August 31, 1934, two young boys, described as poor and 

underprivileged, were playing in the cellar of a house at 132 

South Eden Street, East Baltimore, rented by the father of one 

of the boys. Henry' Grob, age 15, and his companion, Theodore 

Jones, 16, came upon a cache of gold coins. After a brief discus¬ 

sion as to what should be done, the lads took the treasure to the 

local police station and turned the find over to the authorities. 

Later, the boys said that they had “held out” some of the pieces, 

and these were subsequently added to the first group. One news¬ 

paper account put the amount as 3,558 coins with $11,425.50 

face value. All were dated before 1857. Meanwhile, at the police 

station some of the patrolmen “tried their hand at cleaning 

them with coal oil [kerosene] and vinegar,” a procedure defi¬ 

nitely not recommended by numismatists! 

Multiple claims were filed for ownership. For the rest of 

1934 and into May 1935 the matter was in the courts. Mean¬ 

while, although the gold coins were to have remained undis¬ 

turbed pending the outcome, the family of one of the finders 

sold $185 worth for face value. Judge Eugene O’Dunne of the 

Second Circuit Court of Baltimore eventually awarded pro¬ 

ceeds from the entire find to the two teenagers, negating an 

offer by the two ladies who owned the house to give the boys 

24%. To finally settle the matter, the court mandated that 

coins be sold at auction. The sale was held on May 2, 1935 

the Lord Baltimore Hotel downtown, with Perry W. Fu 

serving as auctioneer. About 100 attended including a few c 

of-town dealers and many local curiosity seekers. Grouped i 

438 lots and casually described (most pieces were simply cal | 

“very fine”) in a printed catalogue, the hoard reali: 

$19,558.75. 

The star of the sale was a “very fine” 1856-0 double eagl«j 

$105 which went to a Virginia numismatist, setting a record 

a rare mintmark issue of the denomination. A copy of the s 

listing was later studied by Walter Breen, who compiled inv 

tory from it. The following double eagles were included: 

1850-dated double eagles: 92 pieces • 1850-0:5 • 1851: 

• 1851-0: 10 • 1852: 47 • 1852-0: 2 • 1853: 27 • 1854: 1 

1855: 6 • 1855-S: 12 • 1856: 1 • 1856-0: 1 [prized as a rar 

• 1856-S: 23 

News of other events and finds, plus widespread awaren 

of the instability of banks and financial institutions, drew m< 

citizens to the allure of owning gold and to the challenge 

collecting double eagles. Within the decade at least a clo- 

numismatists—Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., the Baltimore financ 

prominent among them—began collecting large denomi 

tions with a passion. 

In 1934, Wayte Raymond launched the first edition o 

Standard Catalogue of United States Coins, which for the f 

time brought to the numismatic community a handy sou 

listing dates, mintmarks, mintage figures, and values. W1 

the American economy faltered during the Depression, 

rare coin market was experiencing boom times, further ac« 

erated by the commemorative craze of 1935-1936, the ini 

tion of the monthly Numismatic Scrapbook Magazine in 19 

and other factors. 

In the years since the 1930s, double eagles have beco 

widely popular. After World War II, various foreign banks a 

national treasuries yielded millions of long-stored Americ 

double eagles, in essence providing the basis for the sup 

known today. As the series was studied, it was found that c 

tain issues were common, others rare. Authors such as Wal 

Breen, David Akers, Douglas Winter, and Lawrence Cut 

(Carson City gold) shared thoughts, opinions, and discover 

The present writer (QDB) added his share, including sagas 

lost treasure ships and hoards. Double eagles became a 

namic and highly appreciated series. 

While much more could be written, the preceding “ess 

serves as a summary of the double eagle series and the fact 

determining availability of certain issues today. 
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Choice Mint State 1850 $20 

Among Finest Known 

First Year of Issue 

(2X photo) 

1677 1850 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant and deeply frosty. A splendid 

business strike, one of the finest we have ever seen. The ob¬ 

verse and reverse are both well struck with needle-sharp defini¬ 

tion. An ideal coin for the double eagle specialist as well as the 

type collector. 
In 1850 there was no numismatic interest in the new double 

eagle denomination, or at least the writer has not been able to 

locate a record of such. Thus, examples were not saved by col¬ 

lectors. Years later when interest finally did develop, double 

eagles from the decade of the 1850s were found to be well- 

worn, with typical grades being VF or EF. Regarding the 1850, 

even a choice AU example can be regarded as scarce. 

Among 1850 double eagles from the Philadelphia Mint there 

are some interesting differences regarding the surface (plain or 

basined) of the obverse, such not having been studied in detail. 

PCGS Population: 1; 2 finer (MS-64). 

The date logotype is slightly low, with the 1 closer to the dentils than to 

the neck truncation. Numerous die striae are seen, at a slight angle to the 

left of the vertical, from upper right to lower left. The fields are slightly 

basined, and thus this is probably struck later than the prooflike example in 

the next lot. Moreover, the present piece seems to be an early impression 

from the obverse die. 
The reverse die has the A (STATES) lightly patched to the left, a situation 

that recurs in subsequent listings of double eagles of the decade. On the 

master die the A had only the right-side 40% of the crossbar. Working dies 

were sometimes left alone (showing just this part of the crossbar) or, more 

often, patched by adding a line to the left. On the present die a crack con¬ 

nects the tops of ED (UNITED). Another begins above the first S (STATES) 

and connects the tops of TATES. Yet another extends from F (OF) to the 

right, intermittently through the tops of AMERICA. Yet another crack be¬ 
gins at the border below W (TWENTY), extends to the right and connects 

the bases of ENTY D. 

From Stack ’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 824. 
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Superb 1850 $20 

1678 1850 AU-58 (PCGS). A spectacular coin, virtually of presenta¬ 

tion quality. Extremely sharply struck in all areas, with the ob¬ 

verse portrait appearing almost cameo-like. The fields are 

semi-prooflike, especially on the obverse, giving another as¬ 

pect of quality to what is truly a remarkable coin. 

Representing as this does the first year of issue of the $20 de¬ 

nomination, the inspection of America’s most popular (in 

terms of face value coin) gold issue, this coin will deservedly 

attract much attention as it is being sold. One could spend 

years in searching and not come up with a comparable ex¬ 

ample. Truly a great coin in every sense of the word. 

Multiple dies were used to produce 1,170,261 pieces this year. All are of the 

same general configuration. The Breen text notes that certain varieties have 

the ball of the 5 “closed," meaning that it touches the upright above. These do 

not constitute a significant die varieties as such, but simply refer to the depth 

in which the four-digit logotype punch was impressed into the working die. 

Some varieties of this and later years can be distinguished by having part 

of the crossbar in A (STATES) broken, this being on the master, not 

uniquely the working die, as it occurs across a number of years for this de¬ 

cade and beyond. 

Even a casual examination of the presently offered Bass Collection double 

eagle of 1850 reveals that the field is not as dished as that seen on most con¬ 

temporary issues, including the New Orleans varieties offered subsequently. 

The obverse is quite plane and is certainly related in concept to certain gold 

dollars of the preceding year (1849) that also have plane fields. This aspect 

does not seem to have been discussed in any literature immediately at hand. 

For the record, certain die characteristics are given of the piece offered 

here: the field of the coin is deep inside the dentils and, as noted, is not sig¬ 

nificantly dished or basined. Thus, the dentils are more prominent on this 

than on the later varieties, and even the spaces between the dentils are sig¬ 

nificantly elevated in comparison to the fields. The hub die, however, is the 

same as used later in the era and is distinguished by the relationship of the 

star points to the nearby dentils, by the inside upper left of Y (LIBERTY) 

being doubled, and other characteristics. However, the preparation of the 

working die was significantly different in the present instance. The logotype 

1850 was punched into the die in medium depth, giving a “light” date, but 

still well defined. The left edge of the left serif of the first digit is closer to 

the left side of a dentils than to its center. The distance to the dentil is about 

one third that of the distance from the peak of the 1 to the neck above. 

Doubtless, a review of other $20 dies would show positional differences. 

On the reverse the crossbar of the A (STATES) is mostly missing. A fine 

crack extends from the border through the tops of TE (UNITED), the upper 

left of the D, and back to the border. 

Purchased from Joe Flynn, Jr, August 4, 1972. Later, Hairy kept a 

weather eye out for choice 1850 $20 pieces, and noted that two years 

later in 1974, Paramount offered him a “bagmarked AU-50. ” 

Pleasing, Lustrous 1850 $20 

1679 1850 AU-55. A very nice coin from an early die pair, pleasing 

and lustrous. While the Bass Collection contains many trea¬ 

sures, and one can almost lose a sense of reality, the fact re¬ 

mains that this particular $20 is one of the finest to come on 

the market in recent times. 

Obverse die with field quite plane, with the result that it has a cameo-like 

appearance. Ball of 5 barely touching upright, Breen’s “closed 5.” 

A (STATES) normal. Crack begins at border at lower left of T (TWENTY) 

and continues clockwise to link all the letter tops through the final S in 

STATES. Another crack connects OE AMERIC. 

Purchased from Para mount, February 28, 1974. 

1680 Trio of double eagles dated 1850: ☆ EF-45. Some prooflilj 

surfaces seen when the coin is held at an angle to the light 

VF-35. Some lustre still remains ☆ VF-30. Some prooflike si: 

face. (Total: 3 pieces) 

Double Eagle Group 

1681 Group of double eagles dated in the 1850s: ☆1850 VF-20 

1851 EF-40 (2) ☆ “1853/2” So-called overdate. VF-20 ☆ 185 

VF-35 ☆ 1856 EF-45 ☆ 1857 VF-35. An attractive group that a 

fers a nice selection of dates. (Total: 7 pieces) 

Nice $20 Selection 

1682 A nice selection of early double eagles: ☆ 1850 VF-20 ☆ 185i 

VF-30 ☆ 1852 Double Date. EF-40 ☆ 1853 VF-20 ☆ 1856-S Vi 
30 ☆ 1857-S FF-40 ☆ 1858 VF-25 ☆ 1860 EF-45. A nice sele 

lion from the early range of the series. (Total: 8 pieces) 

Attractive 1850-0 $20 

1683 1850-0 AU-55 (PCGS). A very nice example of the first Nev 

Orleans issue of the new denomination. Yellow gold probahl 

from California. Prooflike surfaces are evident particularly in 

protected areas. 

Date logotype impressed rather lightly in the die, giving an “open” 5. Die 

normal compared to the 1850 earlier described, and now with sufficieru 

basining that the dentils stand on their own as discrete entities, not witl 

raised areas within. 

In 1850 New Orleans was a popular stop for steamers and other ships corn 

necting with California commerce via the Isthmus of Panama. Typically, vea 

sels would go north from Panama (later from Nicaragua as well) and toucll 

at New Orleans or New York City, bringing with them cargoes of gold from 

the West. 

Purchased from N.K.S., March 25, 1970. Harry Bass found th« 

1850-0 to be interesting and formed what he called a “study group 

of various pieces, but apparently made no detailed notes thereafter. 

Another 1850-0 $20 

1684 1850-0 AU-55 (PCGS). A pleasing example of the date, mint- 

mark, and grade. 

Date and mintmark both fairly deeply impressed into their respective dies. 

From Stack's sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 825. 
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Lustrous Mint State 1851 $20 

1685 1851 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant, lustrous, and frosty, one of the 

finest we have seen of the second date in the series, a variety 

which is not rare in an absolute sense, but which is usually seen 

well worn. The present coin is a numismatic delight. 

The reverse die is oriented about 170° from the obverse, instead of the 

normal 180° On the obverse the date logotype is deep into the die and is 

slightly closer to the dentils than to the neck truncation. The stars are some¬ 

what “small,” especially near the coronet of Miss Liberty, indicating either 

relapping (not otherwise evident) or light impression of the master die into 

the working die. 

On the reverse A (STATES) has the crossbar mostly missing and is not 

corrected. A massive die break, certainly unusual in the $20 series, extends 

from the rim above the first A (AMERICA), down through the tops of ME, 

and back through the rim. It seems that a chunk of the obverse rim was 

about to break away, just a few strikes separated from a cud. A smaller crack 

continues to the right to link the tops of the letters of ERIC. 

In addition to the attributes of the present specimen regarding its high 

grade, the coin is of importance to the specialist for the idiosyncrasies just 

noted. 

Purchased from Paramount, February 28, 1974. 

High-Grade 1851 $20 

1686 1851 MS-62 (PCGS). A lovely specimen, one of the finest seen, 

of this $20 date. Both obverse and reverse are boldly struck. 

This lustrous, simply gorgeous coin will attract wide bidding at¬ 

tention and will no doubt forever occupy the “1851 space" in 

the cabinet of its next owner. 

Date logotype about centered between bust and dentils. Reverse with bro¬ 

ken A (STATES). 

Purchased from Paramount, February 28, 1974. 

Lovely Mint State 1851 $20 

1687 1851 MS-60. A lovely coin with satiny lustre. Some horizontal 

brush marks separate the piece from a higher grade. Not easy 

to find at this level. 

Date logotype high, much closer to bust then dentils. A (STATES) crudely 

patched to the left, no doubt on the working die after someone observed 

this defect. 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 405. 

1688 Pair of Liberty double eagles: ☆1851 AU-55 Most mint lustre 

still remains. A very attractive example of an issue which can 

be rated as extremely scarce at this grade level ☆ 1851 AU-50. 

Some mint lustre still remains. (Total: 2 pieces) 
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Remarkable 1851-0 $20 

(2X photo) 

1689 1851-0 MS-62 (PCGS). A superb, almost unbelievable quality ex¬ 

ample of an issue which is rare even in AU! True Mint State 

pieces are virtually unheard of. The double eagle specialist will 

find this to be one of the most remarkable coins in this section of 

the catalogue. Worthy of a strong bid, with the realization that it 

may be a long time until a comparable coin crosses die block. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Obverse with date logotype centered. Some interesting raised rust marks 

are seen on the lower part of the neck. In the headband of Miss Liberty, the 

1 (LIBERTY) appears to be an L, typical for the era, but particularly noted 

by Harry Bass in this instance. A tiny ridge of metal connects the 1 with the 

adjacent D. 

The mintmark O is high and is just a hair’s breadth from the eagle’s tail. A 

delicate crack links the tops of MERICA and extends to the right, going to 

the border below the period following D. 

As time went on and coin collecting became popular in the United States, 

the acquisition of double eagles by date sequence finally took hold. By circa 

1859-1860, a handful of collectors began to acquire Proofs of the different 

dates. Still, there was absolutely no interest in mintmarked coins. In 1893 in 

his treatise, Mint Marks, Augustus G. Heaton stated that he did not know of 

a single collector of mintmarked coins for any of the $5, $10, or $20 de¬ 

nominations! Not even the Mint Cabinet saved examples of New Orleans or 

other branch issues. Instead, the few interested collectors concentrated only 

on acquiring date runs. 

In the meantime, New Orleans coinage was produced to service the con 

mercial needs of the Mississippi River basin as well as commerce in and oi* 

of the port. Such pieces were strictly workhorse pieces in the economy, an 

within a few years the large and heavy $20 pieces became worn down t 

grades such as EF, and a few years later, to VF. 

From Stack’s sale of August 1976, Lot 3164, there noted: '‘May t\ 

part of the Baltimore find unearthed August 1, 1934. ” 

1690 Pair of double eagles: ☆ 1851-0 EF-40. A nice example at thi 

grade level of this early New Orleans issue ☆ 1852 AU-58 

Highly lustrous and frosty. A very attractive piece. (Total: 

pieces) 

Choice Mint State 1852 $20 

Doubled Date 

1691 1852 Breen-7152. Doubled Date. MS-63 (PCGS). A supertt 

specimen with lustrous, frosty surfaces. A numismatic prize 

Both obverse and reverse have satiny lustre of exquisite 

beauty. Desirable enough as an example of the 1852 year, bui 

even more so because of the spectacularly repunched date dig-, 

its. 

PCGS Population: 2; 2 finer (MS-64). 

On the obverse the date numerals were given one blow of the four-digit 

logotype, then another, with the second blow being about 5% below the* 

first. The result is a sharply doubled date, more so toward the end of tha 

string of numerals, indicating a slight rotation between blows. A hairline 

crack connects stars 8-11, another crack connects stars 12-13 and continues) 

onward, and still another crack connects the bases of the date numerals^ 

Perhaps these cracks resulted in die failure, accounting for the scarcity oft 

this variety. 

On the reverse the A (STATES) is very lightly patched. 

Purchased from Federal Coin Exchange, April 14, 1976. 

Attractive 1852 $20 

1692 1852 MS-60. Sharply struck and very attractive. Satiny lustre: 

on obverse and reverse. One of the higher grade pieces thatr 

has ever come under our view. For the specialist here is an¬ 

other find in the gold series. 

Obverse with date logotype lightly impressed into the working die; logo¬ 

type centered. Reverse with lightly patched A (STATES). Both obverse and!: 

reverse have a somewhat granular or matte surface, as made—no doubt ac- - 

counting for the satiny aspect mentioned earlier. A very interesting and de¬ 

sirable specimen. 

From Stack’s sale of August 1976, Lot 3165. 

1693 Pair of 1852 double eagles grading EF-45: Both are lustrous 

and attractive. (Total: 2 pieces) 
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Prooflike 1852-0 $20 

1694 1852-0 AU-58 (PCGS). A dazzling showpiece, a coin that is al¬ 

most as prooflike as a full Proof. What a coin it must have been 

at the moment of striking! Today, some friction is seen, as 

noted by the grade, but still the piece is very beautiful and very 

important. A tiny planchet chip is seen to the right of the last 

date digit. 

Date logotype entered deeply into the die; very slightly closer to the bust 

than to the dentils. Reverse with patched A (STATES), this patching done in 

a slightly different manner than that described earlier. It is obvious that this 

defect was noticed, and workers in the Die Department sought to fix the 

crossbar. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brown lee, July 8, 1969. 

Lustrous 1853 Double Eagle 

1695 1853 MS-62 (PCGS). Attractive and highly lustrous, an out¬ 

standing example of a common date $20 that is typically seen 

in such grades as VF and EF, only rarely in Mint State. Accord¬ 

ingly, the condition-conscious buyer will want to bid accord¬ 

ingly. 

Date logotype punched very deeply into the die, more heavily towards the 

bottom than the top; about centered between bust and dentils. Reverse with 

A (STATES) patched so as to almost defy detection. 

From the Quality Sales Corporation’s sale of the Beck Collection, 

February 1976, Lot 546. 

1696 Pair of 1853 double eagles, grading AU-50. Much lustre is still 

evident, particularly on the reverse of both pieces. (Total; 2 

pieces) 

1697 Pair of double eagles dated in the 1850s: ☆ 1853 EF-45. Light 

yellow gold with much mint lustres still visible "fr 1853-0 VF- 

35. Some lustre still remains. (Total: 2 pieces) 

Date logotype centered. Repunching at 3. Reverse with patched A 

(STATES). 

From Superior’s sale of September 1972, Lot 2050. 

Selection of Liberty $20s 
1698 Selection of Liberty double eagles, all different: ☆ 1853 EF- 

40, short reverse scratch Hr 1860 VF-35. Pale gold surfaces Hr 
1873 Open 3. EF-45 ☆ 1875 AU-55 ☆ 1876 AU-50 ☆ 1877 AU- 

5.3 ☆ 1878 AU-58. Brilliant and lustrous except where noted. 

(Total: 7 pieces) 

Varied Group of Philadelphia $20 
1699 Octette of Type I double eagles: ☆ 1853 VF-35 1860 Lf-40 

☆ 1861 VF-35 ☆ 1864 VF-25 ☆ 1870 VF-30 ☆ 1872 EF-45 ☆ 
1873 Open 3. AU-55 ☆ 1874 AU-50. A varied selection of 

Philadelphia issues, a nice intermittent date run. (Total: 8 

pieces) 

1700 1853-0 EF-45. Lightly burnished in field. 

Date centered. On reverse A (STATES) is broken at crossbar. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 252. 

1701 Pair of 1854 Small Date double eagles: ☆ AU-50. Sharply 

struck and very lustrous. The reverse on its own could grade 

several points higher ☆ VF-35. Some mint lustre still remains. 

(Total: 2 pieces) 

Both coins are of the Small Date style, logotype fairly high. Last two digits 

repunched at the top, minor traces of the first digit repunched low, indicat¬ 

ing a slight rotation of the date logotype centered around the second digit. 

Reverse with lightly patched A (STATES). 

1702 Pair of double eagles: ☆ 1854 Small Date. VF-20 ☆ 1854-S EF- 

40. First double eagle issue from the newly opened San Fran¬ 

cisco Mint. (Total: 2 pieces) 

From Glendining and Company’s sale of October 1970, Lot 1048. 

1703 1854 Large Date. AU-55. Lightly brushed. Brilliant, lustrous 

surfaces. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (AU-58). 

The Large Date logotype, listed for a long time by Breen, and only re¬ 

cently (new 53rd edition) recognized by the Guide Book, seems to be much 

scarcer than the normal or Small Date variety. Walter Breen suggests that 

the Large Date logotype was also used on the 1854 silver dollar. Not only 

were most Philadelphia Mint coins of the other (Small Date) variety, but 

New Orleans and San Francisco examples had the small date as well. The 

Large Date is easily discernible. 

On the present coin, the date is very high, virtually touching the trunca¬ 

tion of the bust (a small recess being made in the bust to accommodate it), 

and also lightly impressed into the die. On the reverse the A (STATES) is 

lightly patched. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of October 1966, Lot 371. 

Beautiful 1854-S $20 

1704 1854-S MS-63. Surfaces very minutely granular. Reverse die 

extensively cracked. This is from the group of double eagles 

commonly referred to as hoard coins, and discussed at some 

length in Dave Bowers’ American Coin Treasures and Hoards. It 

could be that these were immersed in sea water for a short 

time, although stories vary widely. Another account has it that 

they were found in the walls of a San Francisco building. These 

pieces came on the market in the 1970s to delight collectors 

who were not accustomed to seeing any San Francisco coin in 

Mint State, let alone this, the first year of issue. How many 

were found is not known, but perhaps no more than a few 

hundred. Today they are widely dispersed. Grading opinions 

vary almost as widely and we have seen pieces such as this 

graded all the way up to Gem Mint State. The present coin 

stands on its own as a very desirable example and no doubt will 

attract much interest as it crosses the block. 

105 OWKRS AND MERENA 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

The obverse logotype was entered shallowly into the die and is closer to 

the dentils than to the bust. On the present piece, a crack is seen from the 

border through the left side of the 5, continuing to the bust, with branches 

extending from the 5 to the right, continuing down to the border. 

On the reverse the S mintmark is high and touches the tail feathers of the 

eagle. The A (STATES) is broken; not patched. A tracery of die breaks is 

seen, particularly on the lower area and on the left side. In addition some 

raised ridges are in the glory of stars above the eagle’s head, particularly a 

prominent ridge which connects from one of the leftmost top two stars, ex¬ 

tending downward to the rightmost star. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman on September 9, 1977. 

Lustrous 1855 $20 

1705 1855 MS-61 (PCGS). Highly lustrous with nearly unbroken 

frost. A very attractive example of an issue which is normally 

seen in well worn grades. 

PCGS Population: 1; 3 finer (MS-63). 

Date and logotype quite low, with the space between 1 and the dentils be¬ 

ing halfithat of the space between the 1 and the bust. Reverse with lightly 

patched A (STATES). 

Purchased from Paramount, February 28, 1974. 

Lustrous 1855-S $20 

1707 1855-S MS-61 (PCGS). Highly lustrous and very attractive, 

splendid specimen of an issue which typically occurs in VF ant 

EF grades. Over the years few pieces equal to the present coin 

have come on the market. 

Date logotype with italic 5’s, as always; well centered. Reverse with a hir 

of a patch on the A (STATES). Mintmark slightly closer to N (TWENTY 

than to eagle’s tail feathers. 

Purchased from Fred Sweeney, October 3, 1877. 

1708 1855-S AU-50. Attractive light gold surfaces. A general rul« 

among Bass Collection coins is that even if a piece shows som« 

wear—as in the present instance—it is among the finer ex! 

amples existing in that particular grade category. 

Slanting 5’s in date as always. Medium S (again as always), sometime 

called “Large S.” Date logotype ever so slightly high. 

Purchased from Roth, December 2, 1969. 

1709 Pair of 1855-S double eagles: ☆ EF-45 ☆ EF-40. An attractive 

pair with much lustre. (Total: 2 pieces) 

Scarce 1855-0 $20 

1706 1855-0 VF-35. Quite scarce today as the reduced mintage of 

8,000 indicates, a dramatic decline from the 71,000 struck in 

New' Orleans in the preceding year. Today, examples are elu¬ 

sive in all grades. 

Date logotype with italic 5’s as always. About centered between dentils 

and bust. Reverse with patched A (STATES). Mintmark close to but clear of 

eagle’s tail feathers. 

Pu rchased from Fred Sweeney, April 14, 1972. 

Frosty 1856 Double Eagle 

1710 1856 AU-55, or finer. Highly frosty and lustrous, a very nice 

example of the date and grade. 

Date logotype with upright 5 (as always), positioned slightly high. Crack, 

from left extends through base of date. Another crack connects stars 11-12 

and extends to near the border close to star 13, while yet another crack com¬ 

mences in the field and goes through star 13. The die seems on the verge oil 

shattering, but no doubt it was good for a few thousand additional impres¬ 

sions. 

From Stack's sale of the Shapero Collection, October 1971, Lott. 

1168. 
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Classic 1856-0 $20 Rarity 
Lustrous AU-53 

1711 1856-0 AU-53 (PCGS). Both obverse and reverse are fully bril¬ 

liant and with a generous quotient of mint lustre, particularly 

in protected areas. Of the 10 to 12 known (per the Breen Ency¬ 

clopedia) certainly this is one of the several finest (another high 

quality piece will he offered in Part III of the Bass Collection). 

For years the acquisition of an 1856-0 has been I he dream of 

every advanced specialist in the double eagle series. Only 

2,250 pieces were struck, the smallest mintage recorded by any 

New Orleans $20 coin. These quickly passed into circulation, 

where most were worn down to such grades as VF and EF. De¬ 

cades later, when collecting $20 pieces became popular, it was 

learned that there were virtually none to be found. Even some 

of the greatest specialized collections have lacked an example. 

PCGS Population: 2; 3 finer (MS-63 finest). 

It is seen that for the most part, the mintages of New Orleans $20 pieces 

dropped off sharply for the years 1854-1856, perhaps coinciding with the 

opening of the San Francisco Mint in the spring of 1854, thus providing a 

facility to coin gold that might have otherwise been shipped to the East. 

Only one pair of dies is known to have struck 1856-0 $20 pieces. Thus, 

the comments for this coin are probably appropriate for all other speci¬ 

mens as well. On the obverse the date logotype is low. with the 1 closer to 

a dentil than to the bust. The figures are punched deeply into the die, re¬ 

sulting in a “closed 5.” On the reverse the O mintmark is high and close to 

the eagle’s feathers. The A (STATES) is lightly patched. On this partimlai 

specimen a crack is seen from a dentil through the I) of the denomination 

extending upward to the band on which UNUM is inscribed. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 19, 1968. 

407 •OWKRS AND MKRENA 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Lustrous 1856-S $20 

1712 1856-S MS-63 (PCGS). Lustrous and attractive Mint State. A 

very nice example of this popular San Francisco issue, a piece 

that has spent its career on land and thus is different from 

some of the “seawater Uncirculated” pieces that have been of¬ 

fered over the years and have been widely cited in the litera¬ 

ture. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Date logotype boldly entered into the working die, deeply enough that the 

ball of the 5 touches the line above; positioned about twice as close to the 

dentils than to the bust above. Reverse with S mintrnark about centered be¬ 

tween tail and letter. A (STATES) appears virtually perfect. 

From Stack’s sale of the Barite Collection, October 1984, Lot 1124. 

1713 1856-S AU-58. Sharply struck and very lustrous. Another pleas¬ 

ing example of a San Francisco Mint issue which, when seen, is 

apt to be well worn—excepting specimens fortuitously found as 

part of hoards. 

Date centered (to reiterate, this feature is observed by comparing the posi¬ 

tion of the 1 to the bust truncation above and the dentils below). Reverse 

with well-patched A (STATES). S-mintinark is short at the top with the serif 

slanting. 

1714 1856-S AU-55. Light yellow gold. 

Date low, about twice as close to the dentil as to the truncation above. 

Reverse with lightly patched A (STATES). S mintrnark short at top and with 

slanting serif. Delicate cracks linking bases of letters from TED (UNITED) 

clockwise through AME. 

Purchased from I. Kleinman, November 13, 1971. 

1715 1856-S AU-50. Bright yellow gold. Much lustre remains. 

Date logotype slightly low. Reverse with broken A (STATES). Mintrnark 

short at top with slanting serif. Crack connects top of TE (UNITED). Crack 

connects tops of MER (AMERICA). 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, August 4, 1967. 

Nice Selection of San Francisco $20 

1716 A very nice selection of double eagles from the first 15 years 

of San Francisco Mint operation: ☆ 1856-S VF-30 ☆ 1857-S 

VF-35 ☆ 1858-S EF-40 ☆ 1861-S VF-30 ☆ 1863-S VF-35 ☆ 1864- 

S VF-20 ☆ 1867-S VF-35 ☆ 1868-S VF-35. A wonderful selec¬ 

tion of $20s. (Total: 8 pieces) 

1717 1857 AU-55. Somewhat prooflike obverse. Much mint lustre 

on the reverse. A very handsome example of the issue. 

Date logotype low. Diagonal die striae (upper left to lower right) in fields. 

Clash mark behind lower center of hair. Reverse with broken A (STATES). 

Diagonal die striae seemingly indicate an early impression from the die pair. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, August 13, 1972. 

1718 1857-0 EF-45. Somewhat prooflike surfaces on obverse ar 

reverse. Bright yellow gold, probably from California metal, 

very attractive example of this scarce issue. 

Date logotype well centered. Deeply punched into the die, more so i 

ward the bottom of the date than the top. On reverse the A (STATES)> 

patched. First A (AMERICA) filled at the bottom. O mintrnark leans sligh 

left. 

From Parke-Bemet Galleries’ sale of the McGraw Collection, MJ 

1968, Lot 14. 

1719 1857-S AU-55. Sharp and very lustrous. 

Date slightly low. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1213 

1720 1857-S AU-50. Bright yellow gold with pleasing lustre remai 

ing. 

Date slighdy low. Deeply impressed into die. On the reverse the S min 

mark is heavier on the top than on the bottom, although it is not inverter 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 7, 1968. 

Octette of Early San Francisco $20s 

1721 Eight different dates of San Francisco double eagles: ☆ 185 

S VF-30 ☆ 1861-S VF-20 ☆ 1869-S EF-40 ☆ 1870-S EF-40 

1871-S EF-40 ☆ 1872-S EF-45 ☆ 1873-S Closed 3. AU-50 

1874-S ALl-50. (Total: 8 pieces) 

High-Grade 1858 $20 

1722 1858 AU-55 (PCGS). Nicely struck and with abundant lustre, 

pleasing specimen of an issue which is very rare at this lev« 

and which has not been represented in any hoards or finds c 

which we are aware. 

Date and logotype quite “open" this year, with the digit 8 leaning slight 

to the right; the 5 is differently configured than the year before, and has 

longer flag at the top, etc. On the present coin the date logotype is aboi 

centered. 

On the reverse there is a very unusual clash mark from the outline of tf 

head of Miss Liberty, this appearing below the ribbon (upon which is i 

scribed UNUM) at the lower right. Significant clash marks on $20 of this ei 

are seldom seen. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 865. 

1723 1858 EF-45. Lustrous with some traces of prooflike effect i 

the protected devices. 
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Notable 1858-0 $20 

1724 1858-0 AU-55 (PCGS). A dazzling specimen of this fairly 

scarce issue, a variety which is seldom seen in higher grades 

and, in fact, is fairly scarce in lower grades as well. Another 

find for the advanced collector. 

PCGS Population: 6; 1 finer (AU-58). 

Date logotype very slightly low; (perfect, no repunching). Reverse with O 

mintmark lightly in the die, and slightly high. Patched A (STATES), anach¬ 

ronism. 

From Abe Kosoff s sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

2416. 

1725 1858-0 VF-25. Some lustre remains. 

Impressive 1858-S $20 

1726 1858-S MS-61 (PCGS). Deeply and nearly fully lustrous. 

Sharply struck. A very impressive example of a common date 

in lower grades, but anything but in the quality offered here. 

As marvelous Mint State coins from the S.S. Central America 

(sunk on September 12, 1857) and the S.S. Brother Jonathan 

(lost on July 30, 1865) come to market, a coin such as this 

1858-S, not known to have been included in any hoard, will 

ascend in relative importance. One can readily envision that 

with the romance of sunken treasures recovered from the sea, 

plus the attractive low market price of bullion gold, more nu¬ 

mismatists than ever will have their attention drawn toward 

the large, impressive, and fascinating $20 series. 

Date logotype high and much closer to bust than dentils. Reverse expertly 

patched A (STATES). 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1218. 

1727 1858-S AU-55. Brilliant and highly lustrous. A lovely coin for 

the assigned grade. 

1728 1858-S AU-50. Bright yellow gold. Well struck and very attrac¬ 

tive. Quite scarce in any grade higher than EF. 

Date logotype high, twice as close to truncation as to dentils. 

From Superior’s sale of February, 1973, Lot 867. 

Sharp 1859 $20 

1729 1859 AU-53 (PCGS). A sharply defined specimen of this issue. 

Some nicks, especially on the obverse, account for the overall 

grade. Much finer than usually seen, the issue being rather elu¬ 

sive. 

In this year a new master die was introduced in the $20 series. The differ¬ 

ences are slight upon casual examination, but readily noticeable upon close 

inspection. The initials of the designer, J.B.L. (James Barton Longacre), for¬ 

merly almost completely under the hair curls on the right side of the trunca¬ 

tion, are now clear of the haircurls and immediately to the left. The star 

points have different relationships to the nearest dentil; as an example, the 

point of star 1, which points directly to the center of the dentil on the earlier 

1850-57 hub, now points to a space between dentils. 

• Date logotype in small numerals, widely spaced this year. On the present 

coin the logotype is located slightly high of center. Reverse with broken A 

(STATES), no attempt at patching. 

Purchased from N.K.S., November 7, 1968. 

1730 1859 VF-35. Light yellow gold. 

Date centered. Repunched, particularly noticeable at the tops of the first 

two digits. Reverse with patched A (STATES). 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 
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Remarkably Fine 1859-0 $20 

(2X photo) 

1731 1859-0 Heavy Clash Marks. AU-58 (PCGS). Bl ight yellow 

gold, no doubt struck from California metal. Lustrous and 

somewhat prooflike. Very sharply struck. The 1859-0 is sel¬ 

dom seen in grades higher than VF and EF. Thus, the present 

offering is highly important. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Date logotype well centered. On the high parts of Miss Liberty’s head are 

seen some clash marks from the glory of rays on the reverse and other eagle 

details, making the viewer wonder how such clash marks could have ap¬ 

peared so deeply in the die. 

On the reverse the A (STATES) is lightly patched. In the leftmost recess of 

the small field area below the glory of rays on the reverse are seen many in¬ 

teresting raised die lines, perhaps clash marks from Miss Liberty’s hair, but 

if so, the dies were in a different orientation than they are now. As is true of 

so many coins of this era, inspection through a magnifying glass can reveal 

many fascinating details. 

From our sale of the Herstal Collection, February 1974, Lot 9. 

Condition Census 1859-0 $20 

1732 1859-0 AU-53 (PCGS). Lustrous and attractive. A Conditii 

Census example of a New Orleans coin that when seen is an 

to be VF or EF, only rarely AU. 

PCGS Population: 9; 3 finer (AU-58 finest). 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, /’ll 

2417. 

A Final Rare 1859-0 $20 

1733 1859-0 AU-50 (PCGS). Some prooflike surfaces can be see 

particularly on the reverse. A nice example of the date, mir 

mark, and grade. Scarce at any and all grade levels. Tf 

present specimen mounts a serious challenge to the Conditid 

Census level. 

Obverse logotvpe high, as preceeding. Reverse with patched A (STATE. 

From Stacks’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 85<- 

1734 1859-S AU-50. Brilliant with pleasing mint lustre. 

Date very high and slightly repunched, the repunching most visible at t 

base of the first two digits. Reverse with well patched A (STATES). 

Purchased from Leo A. Young, April 14, 1967. 

1735 1859-S AU-50. Light yellow gold, much lustre remains. 

Date logotype high, about 2-1/2 times farther from the dentils than frca 

the neck truncation. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 870. 
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Lustrous 1860 $20 

1736 1860 MS-61 (PCGS). Lustrous and beautiful, a gorgeous Mint 

State example of an issue which is plentiful in lower grades but 

which is certainly a rarity at the present level. In addition to its 

numerical designation, the piece has a generous amount of 

eye appeal—which can be said of nearly every coin that Harry 

Bass purchased. Walter Breen notes, “very rare Uncirculated.” 

Date logotype high and close to bust. Reverse with cracks through ATES 

OFAMER. 

Purchased from Carl Scheinberg, January 7, 1973. 

1737 1860 AU-55. A nice example of the date and type. 

Date logotype very slightly low. Lower left serif of 1 diagonally truncated. 

Slight amount of extra material (from repunching) at lower right outside of 

0. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1220. 

Remarkable Quality 1860-0 $20 

None Finer Certified 

1738 1860-0 AU-55 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold, no doubt indicat¬ 

ing striking from California metal. The obverse is partially 

prooflike but with much less lustre in protected areas. The re¬ 

verse has a larger amount of prooflike surface. Only 6,600 

pieces were minted, most of which have been lost. Those that 

survive are generally in significantly lower grades than the coin 

offered here. The present coin has only one peer in the PCGS 

survey. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

Obverse with date logotype slightly low. Reverse with A (STATES) ex¬ 

pertly patched and appearing almost normal. Crack from border through E 

(UNITED) to eagle’s wing on the left. A light crack is intermittent through 

STATES OF. While our notes of the die states, etc., of double eagles is prob¬ 

ably of interest only to a small fraction of potential buyers, the Bass Collec¬ 

tion does provide the opportunity to study details among multiple coins in 

numbers that usually are not seen in a single cabinet. 

Purchased from Stephen Febo, March 27, 1969. 

Memorable 1860-S $20 

1739 1860-S AU-58 (PCGS). Lustrous and beautiful, one of the nic¬ 

est 1860-S $20 pieces we have ever seen. This date was not rep¬ 

resented in any hoards or caches of which we have personal 

knowledge, although Walter Breen mentions a “Northern 

California” group of which he must have been aware. The 

1860-S is normally encountered only in lower grades, and 

heavily bagmarked. In any event, the present specimen is very 

rare and desirable today, as few equivalent pieces exist in all of 

numismatics. 

Date logotype high. Reverse with large mintmark, closer to eagle than to 

letter. A (STATES) patched with a horizontal bar in slightly lower relief than 

• other elements. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 852. 

1740 1860-S EF-45. Light yellow gold surfaces. Lustre in protected 

areas. 

Date about three times closer to the truncation than to the dentils. Very 

slight repunching at left side of first two digits. Reverse with delicate cracks 

through bases of letters beginning with F (OF) continuing clockwise to D 

(TWENTY D). 

Purchased from Roth, December 2, 1969. 
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Choice Proof 1861 $20 

Akers: “Rarest U.S. Proof Gold Coin” 

PCGS: Finest Graded 

1741 1861 Proof-64 (PCGS). A glittering cameo specimen with 

frosty devices set against deep mirror fields, the latter having 

the popular “orange peel” surface characteristic of gold coins 

of the 19th century. A fantastic rarity, a joy to behold, a piece 

that is high in quality among the very few known to exist. 

David Akers, in cataloguing this identical specimen in 1984, 

made several statements which are certainly worth quoting 

here, the most dramatic being the following: “The 1861 Proof 

double eagle is probably the rarest U.S. Proof gold coin after 

1858...One of only two different specimens to be sold at auc¬ 

tion in nearly four decades.” 

Although the number of Proofs minted is stated as 66 pieces 

in the literature, this is either a gross error, or many were 

melted. The latter seems to be at least part of the answer, as 

subsequently discussed. 

In his 1979 (updated in 1989) Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colo¬ 

nial Proof Coins 1722-1989, Walter Breen was able to track 

down just five appearances, including the piece in the Mint 

Collection in the Smithsonian Institute. Breen further noted 

that “All the gold Proofs were delivered April 5...some of these 

remained unsold...and the unsold coins were sent down to the 

melter and refiner in January 1862.” 

It is further notable that Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., who pos¬ 

sessed a beautiful run of lovely Proof double eagles, did not 

have an example of the 1861 date. Although no records are 

known, one can speculate that 66 pieces may have been 

struck to await potential buyers, most probably because it 

was an effort to create the dies, set the presses up, etc., and it 

was easy to produce several dozen examples at once—but that 

the buyers never arrived. How many found buyers is a matter 

of conjecture, but it would not strain credulity to suggest that 

perhaps no more than 10 to 12 were ever sold. Indeed, re¬ 

viewing files of 19th-century auction catalogues it would be 

difficult to name even this many numismatists who are 

known to have collected Proof double eagles by date. By any 

evaluation, the present Proof 1861 is a numismatic land¬ 

mark, a coin with few equals anywhere in numismatics, a 

piece that is a highlight of the present section of the sale. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, August 1984. Immedi¬ 

ately earlier, from Paramount’s section of Auction ‘84, July 25, 

1984, Lot 965. 
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Wonderful Gem 1861 $20 

Business Strike 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1742 1861 MS-65 (PCGS). A wonderful specimen with satiny, 

creamy mint lustre on obverse and reverse, virtually a presen¬ 

tation coin, certainly a showpiece. While the 1861 $20 is the 

only date of the first two or three years of the 1860s that comes 

to market in Mint State with any degree of frequency, only a 

handful can be called true gems. This is one. 

For the type collector, for the connoisseur, for the double 

eagle specialist, the present piece will be a treasure to own. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (MS-67). 

Date logotype high, with 1 about three times closer to the neck truncation 

than to the dentils. The master die was impressed very deeply into the work¬ 

ing die, raising all of the details excellently, and even allowing for an extra 

area on the neck truncation belowJ.B.L. 

On both obverse and reverse not a crack is in sight. One might imagine 

that this was a very early striking from the die pair. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, October 30, 1972. 

Another Splendid 1861 $20 

1743 1861 MS-63 (PCGS). Brilliant, lustrous, and frosty. A nice com¬ 

panion to the preceding. 

PCGS Population: 9; 4 finer (MS-67 finest). 

The obverse is from a different die than the preceding and is character¬ 

ized by having the date logotype slightly low. Again, the working die was 

boldly impressed, creating a wealth of detail. 

On the reverse a barely perceptible die crack links the tops of MER 

(AMERICA). 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 419. 

Another Mint State 1861 $20 

1744 1861 MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. A very' attractive 

example of this popular date, one we handled 27 years ago 

(how time flies!). 

Date logotype closer to the neck than to the dentils. Reverse with some¬ 

what crudely and heavily patched A (STATES). 

From our sale of the Armand Champa Collection, May 1972, Lot 

558. 

Prooflike 1861 $20 

1745 1861 MS-61 (PCGS). A splendid specimen, nicer than usually 

seen, of this fairly plentiful date. Most other Mint State coins 

are frosty overall, with little if any prooflike surface; the 

present piece is an exception. 

Date logotype is slightly closer to the dentils than to the bust. 

A (STATES) patched by a heavy bar which extends slightly beyond the left 

side of the letter. 

From Quality Sales Corporation ’s offering of the lleck Collection, 

February 1976, Lot 547. 
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Final Mint State 1861 $20 

1746 1861 MS-60. A lustrous coin of great beauty, as this date often 

is found. The reverse, if graded separately, would merit a point 

or two higher. 

Date logotype high; over twice as close to the neck truncation as to the 

dentils. Reverse with hairline crack through tops of letters in UNITED 

STATES; separate crack connecting F (OF) and nearby A. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, December 16, 1971. 

1747 1861 AU-58. Lustrous light yellow gold. 

Date centered. 

Purchased from Dan Brown, December 5, 1967. 

1748 1861 AU-55. Much lustre still remains, particularly on the re¬ 

verse. 

Date centered. Reverse with track linking F.S (STATES); two unconnected 

cracks at space between O (OF) and F. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, December 6, 1971. 

1749 1861 AU-50. Lustrous yellow gold with pleasing brilliance. 

Some light die polish lines are noted in the reverse fields, as 

struck. A trace of rim damage is noted on the reverse at 2:30, a 

minor distraction. 

Date very high; about three times closer to bust than to dentils. Crack 

from border between stars 4 and 5. Reverse with tiny crack from border 

down to D (UNITED). 

Over 100 die pairs were used to produce the 1861 Philadelphia Mint coin¬ 

age, an array so extensive that it would never be possible to catalogue them 

all. The notes included here are simply for general interest and are similar 

to comments that Harry Bass jotted down during his ownership of the 

pieces. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, March 15, 1972. 

1750 Trio of double eagles: ☆1861 VF-35 ☆ 1864 VF-35 ☆ 1864-S 

VF-30. (Total: 3 pieces) 

Key 1861-0 $20 

1751 1861-0 AU-50 (PCGS). Bagmarks on obverse and reverse, not 

particularly unusual for the variety and grade. Somewhat 

lightly struck overall, again not unusual for 1861-0. Long re¬ 

garded as a key date, the variety is among the more elusive of 

its era. 

Three pairs of dies were shipped to New Orleans from Philadelphia on 

December 10, 1860, during the same period in which the Confederate 

States of America government was in its formative stages. Only one pair was 

ever used. It is believed (cf. Breen) that the mintage of 17,741 pieces was 

comprised of 5,000 examples for the Union, plus 9,750 struck when the city 

of New Orleans was occupied by troops from Louisiana. Finally, 2,991 are 

believed to have been struck slightly later when Confederate troops were in 

charge. For about a year, New Orleans was held by Southern forces. Later it 

was “liberated” and controlled under General Benjamin Butler, of whom 

many stories have been told. Some called him “Spoons Butler,” as he stole 

or requisitioned silverware from local inhabitants. To the victor went th» 

spoils, and apparently Butler and his men took maximum advantage. Laten 

seeking to have the last word concerning his service and reputation, Butlep 

wrote extensively of his life and the occupation of the city. 

Today the 1861-0 $20 is one of the more popular issues of its era, from 

the aspect of rarity and also its historical connection. Logotype high an<* 

about three times closer to the bust than to the dentils. On the reverse the Cl 

is high and nearly touches the feathers. If a late die state of the 1861-0 werr- 

to be discovered, with breaks, it could be assumed that it was struck by thi 

Confederacy or, at least, by forces from Louisiana. 

From Stack’s sale of May 1968, Lot 931. 

1752 1861-S AU-55. Very brilliant and highly lustrous. The reversal 

has nearly full mint frost. 

Date centered. Punched into the die at medium depth, neither light not) 

heavy. On the obverse, a crack links stars one and two; another crack linksl 

stars 10-13. 

From Stack’s sale of August 1976, Lot 3205. 

1753 1861-S EF-45. Some lustre remains in protected areas, particu¬ 

larly on the reverse. A high-grade example of this popular is-* 

sue, quite affordable in today’s market. 

Date logotype slightly high. Crack links stars 10-12. Some clash marks be¬ 

hind hair. Reverse with delicate clash marks, especially below eagle’s wing to 

the right and from the tail feathers extending right to below UNUM. Crack* 

at left border from T (TWENTY) clockwise through UN. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, April 15, 1972. 

Grouping of Liberty Head $20s 

1754 Offering of eight different Liberty Head double eagles, 

mostly of the scarce Type II design: ☆ 1861-S VF-35, cleanedl 

☆ 1871-S VF-35 ☆ 1872-S EF-45 ☆ 1873-S Closed 3. VF-35 ☆] 

1873-S Open 3. VF-35 ☆ 1874-S EF-45 ☆ 1875-S AU-50 ☆ 1876- 

S AU-53, light rim bumps. All with some mint lustre, save the* 

1861-S. This offering includes quite a few of the scarcer Type 

II design used 1866-1876 and thus is of more than passing in¬ 

terest. (Total: 8 pieces) 
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Lustrous High-Grade 1862 $20 

Condition Census 

1755 1862 AU-55 (PCGS). Quite lustrous, but at the same time ex¬ 

tensively bagmarked, the latter being evidence of use in com¬ 

merce or being jostled about in storage. Very scarce in high 

AU or low Mint State grade. The present piece is quite signifi¬ 

cant in this context. 

PCGS Population: 2; 4 finer (MS-62 finest). 

Date logotype very high. On the reverse, the A (STATES) appears perfect. 

Just an idea: It could have been that for the master die or hub used to 

make this general issue, the letter V was used in the different A’s on the re¬ 

verse, these appearing in STATES and also AMERICA. A close examination 

of the two A’s in AMERICA will reveal that each has a different crossbar. If a 

V were used in an inverted position and the crossbars added, this would ex¬ 

plain the variations. There are other instances in American coinage in which 

inverted V’s have been used to create A’s, and on a pattern $5 gold coin, an 

inverted A was used in place of a V. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 856. 

1756 1862 EF-45. Light yellow gold. Somewhat prooflike. 

Date slightly below center. Reverse with patched A (STATES). 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

1757 1862-S AU-50. Pleasing light gold surfaces. Much mint lustre 

remains, particularly on the reverse. Some brush marks and 

some carbon flecks on the obverse. 

Date slightly high. On the reverse, S mintmark leans slightly left. Delicate 

cracks through NITED; and separately from first S (STATES) clockwise to 

first A (AMERICA); another crack through ERICA. 

Purchased from Roth, December 2, 1969. 

1758 1862-S EF-45. Light yellow gold. Some lustre remains in pro¬ 

jected areas. 

Breen-7214, repunched 86 in date, the 6 in particular showing traces of a 

significantly lower numeral, but mostly effaced. Date logotype high. 

Reverse with crack through tops of OF continuing clockwise to D. 

Purchased from Stack’s, May 19, 1971. 
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Dazzling Proof 1863 $20 

A Fantastic Rarity 

None Finer Graded 

1759 1863 Proof-64 (PCGS). A dazzling specimen of rare beauty, 

combining a high technical grade with an absolutely gorgeous 

appearance—an American classic in every sense of the word. 

Another highlight from the Bass Collection. 

The Proof mintage is posted at 30 pieces, but it is likely that 

only about 10 or so could be traced today, two of these in mu¬ 

seum collections and at least three or four others with notable 

impairments. As is true of all Proof $20 pieces, certification 

data are of no help due to multiple appearances of the same 

specimens. We suggest that perhaps sales in 1863 amounted to 

no more than 15 to 20 coins. No doubt, some of these were 

purchased by citizens who simply wanted to own $20 pieces in 

an era in which such coins were not seen in circulation. Proofs 

were obtainable at the Mint, but had to be paid for in gold 

coins (only obtainable from a bullion dealer) or at a premium 

in terms of “greenback” notes. While this is pure speculation, 

the purchase of coins by non-numismatists would account for 

the number of cleaned and impaired pieces known today. 

In addition to the advantages that the present Proof has as a 

high-grade rarity, it is important as one of relatively few Proof 

$20 coins remaining from the early span of the series, 1850- 

1865, without motto. Thus, anyone desiring a coin for a type 

set would do well to consider this piece. And, of course, the 

specialist will automatically become attracted! 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

On the obverse the date logotype is far to the right of the normal position, 

spectacularly so as will be quickly revealed by noting in the photograph the 

position of the final digit, 3, with the lowest loop of the hair. Actually, this 

is a more “comfortable” position for the date than the normal position to 

the far left. (In 1877 the obverse was reconfigured, the position orienta¬ 

tion of the head of Miss Liberty were altered somewhat, and more space 

was given between the neck and the dentils; as a result, $20 pieces 1877- 

1907 do not have the “space problem” seen in the earlier years.) Within 

the context of the date, noting the position as mentioned, the numerals 

are fairly high, with the 1 being closer to the neck truncation than to the 

dentils. 

From Stack's sale of the Di Bello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1224. 
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760 1863 EF-45. Bright and slightly prooflike. Very attractive. 

Again we note that the Bass Collection coins are virtually all 

excellent examples at their particular grade levels—whether 

the grades be worn or Mint State. 

Date left and high. Final digit centered below low part of curl. 

Purchased from Stack's, December 7, 1971. 

761 1863 VF-35. Pale gold surfaces. 

Date left (normal position) and slightly low. Planchet llakes are seen near 

the first digit of the date. 

Purchased from N.K.S., January 10, 1968. 

Frosty 1863-S $20 

762 1863-S AU-58 (PCGS). Frosty and lustrous. A very attractive 

example of this popular San Francisco date. 

Date logotype slightly low. Minute crack through 63. Reverse with A 

(STATES) normal. Peripheral cracks at tops of letters at several different 

positions. 

From Stack’s sale of the Miles Collection, October 1968, Lot 859. 

1763 1863-S AU-53. Frosty and lustrous. A beautiful example some¬ 

what reminiscent of the attractive pieces that were recovered 

from the S.S. Brother Jonathan, but this particular coin was in 

numismatic hands long before that find. 

Date logotype slightly low. Crack from border through bases of 186. Re¬ 

verse with small S mintmark, Breen-7217, noted as “rare. Discontinuous 

peripheral cracks from second T (STATES) through lettering clockwise to E 

(TWENTY). Coins with the small S mintmark seem to have been but a frac¬ 

tion of the San Francisco Mint output this year. 

From Stack’s sale of the Copeland Collection, April 1967, Lot 

1906. 

1764 1863-S AU-50. Lustrous and frosty. A splendid coin. 

Date centered. Reverse with medium S mintmark, normal for the date. 

Crack through tops of MERE 

Puchased from Rowe & Brownlee, June 27, 1968. 

1765 1863-S EF-45. Another attractive example of this popular San 

Francisco variety. 

Date low. Reverse with medium S mintmark. Delicate crack through MER 

(AMERICA). 

From Superior’s sale of September 1973, Lot 851. 
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Magnificent Proof 1864 $20 

Fantastic Rarity 

None Finer Graded 

1766 1864 Proof-64 (PCGS). Another simply amazing quality Proof, 

combining high numerical grade with superb eye appeal. Add 

to that the concept of extreme rarity, and again we have a 

great classic. It may be a long time until an equivalent offering 

of Proofs reaches the marketplace. The connoisseur and spe¬ 

cialist would do well to “reach” to acquire this and related ex¬ 

amples. 

The mintage of the 1864 is recorded at 50 pieces, but con¬ 

ventional wisdom, which we share, has it that no more than a 

dozen exist today. Of these, one is in the Smithsonian Institu¬ 

tion and another in the American Numismatic Society collec¬ 

tion, thus removing these from market consideration. Still 

others are impaired. In 1864 it was a difficult matter to ob¬ 

tain Proof gold coins from the Mint (see our notes under 

1863), and thus it is likely that no more than 20 pieces ever 

found buyers. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. Perhaps some of these represent 

resubmissions. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1226. 
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1767 1864 AU-50. Light yellow gold. Some mint lustre in protected 
areas, particularly on the reverse. 

Date very high and close to truncation. Logotype this year with widely 

spaced 8 and 6. On this particular coin, a tiny crack links the 6 and 4. On the 

reverse, intermittent cracks are seen from the second S (STATES) clockwise 
through AMER. 

Purchased from N.K.S., June 14, 1967. 

1768 1864 AU-50. Light yellow gold. 
Date high, about three times closer to the truncation than to the dentils. 

Reverse with patched A (STATES). 

Purchased from I. Kleinman, October 1, 1971. 

1769 1864 EF-45. Light yellow gold. Another attractive example. 
Date logotype high, about twice as close to the truncation as to the dentils. 

Reverse with patched A (STATES). 

From Glendining’s sale of October 1970, Lot 048; acquired by 

Rowe & Brownlee, later sold to Harry Bass. 

1770 1865 AU-55. Frosty and lustrous. Not far from Mint State. In 
fact, the reverse challenges the MS-60 level. 

Date slightly high and far left. Logotype deeply impressed into working 

die. Reverse with some diagonal die striae, oriented front upper right to 

lower left, about the opposite direction as typically seen. No doubt an eatb 

striking from the die. Patched A (STATES). 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, March 31, 1969. 

Blundered Date 1865 $20 

Dramatic Error 

1772 1865 AU-50. A very interesting specimen of this date, one with 
a curious repunching as described below. Attractive and lus¬ 

trous. 
Date very high, nearly touching truncation, and dramatically repunched, 

one of the most startling repunchings in the series. No doubt il Walter 
Breen had seen this variety it would have merited a separate entry in his 

magnificent Encyclopedia. The first punch of the logotype was far too high, 

with the peak of the 1 deeply embedded in the neck of Miss Liberty, suffi¬ 
ciently so that this piece could be called a blundered die, giving it a status 

greater than a simple repunching. 
Reverse with patched A (STATES). Crack through top of STATES; an¬ 

other crack through OF AMERIC. 
As described, the present piece is extremely interesting from a technical 

viewpoint. The double eagle specialist will want to linger while viewing it. 

From Quality Sales Corporation ’s sale of November 1972, Lot 

1302. 

1773 1865 EF-45. Medium yellow gold. 
Blundered date as earlier described, another specimen of an issue that may 

well be rare. In the present instance, Harry Bass looked intensely and long 

for varieties that interested him, and who knows how many dozens of 1865 

double eagles he may have seen before acquiring the two pieces offered in 

the present sale. 
Reverse with patched A (STATES). Crack through TATES; separately 

through OF AMERI. From the same die pair as earlier described for the 

other blundered date, but the present state being slightly earlier. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, June 15, 1967. 

1774 1865-S AU-50. Soft yellow gold with some lustre remaining. 
Abrasions are noted on the cheek, but still a nice type coin. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, May 30, 1972. 

1775 1865-S EF-45. Some lustre remains. 

1776 1865-S EF-45. Light yellow gold. 
Date logotype punched lighdy into the working die; earlier, the working 

die was rather lightly impressed from the master die, creating some light¬ 

ness at star points. Crack from border right to star 7-8, continuing toward 
star 9. Reverse with doubled crossbar in A (STATES), perhaps from being 

patched twice. Shattered die, with cracks linking most peripheral letters, the 

only exception being the clockwise area from N (UNITED) clockwise to D in 

the same word. Massive crack from border to U (UNITED). Another mas¬ 

sive crack from border to right side of M (AMERICA). One of the most dra¬ 

matically shattered dies we have ever seen on any $20 piece, regardless of 

date or mint. A minting curiosity that should attract a very strong bid from 

the specialist. 
Reverse has medium S mintmark. 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, April 7, 1969. 

1777 Trio of double eagles: ☆ 1865-S EF-40. Pale gold surfaces ☆ 
1866-S Motto. EF-45. Some mint lustre remains ☆ 1867 MS-60. 
Somewhat prooflike surfaces, with some obverse tooling. (To¬ 
tal: 3 pieces) 

1778 Trio of double eagles: ☆ 1865-S EF-40. Light yellow gold ☆ 
1866-S Motto. EF-45. Light yellow gold surfaces ☆ 1867 AU-50. 
Each displays much lustre. (Total: 3 pieces) 

1771 1865 AU-50. Another attractive example. 
Date logotype left and fairly high. Some clash marks at center of Miss 

Liberty’s head and behind hair. Reverse with patched A (SI A 1 ES). litegu- 

lar cracks from OF clockwise to nearby A, almost to M. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, January 22, 1968. 

San Francisco Double Eagle Trio 

1779 Trio of San Francisco Mint double eagles: 1865-S YF-35. 
Light yellow gold. Some lustre remains on the reverse > 1866- 
S With Motto. EF-40. Brilliant and lustrous ☆ 1867-S EF-45. 
Much lustre remains on the reverse. (Total: 3 pieces) 

119 IOWKRS AND MKRENA 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

1780 Pair of San Francisco Mint $20s: ☆ 1865-S VF-35. Some lustre 

is seen on the reverse ☆ 1867-S EF-45. Bright and lustrous. The 

reverse could be graded several points higher. (Total: 2 pieces) 

Scarce 1866-S No Motto $20 

1781 1866-S No Motto. EF-40. Light yellow gold. Some lustre is still 

seen in protected areas and recesses, particularly on the re¬ 

verse. 

A very attractive example of one of the true scarcities in the 

series, an issue which is seldom encountered in any grade, and 

which is at least five to 10 times rarer than the With Motto ver¬ 

sion of the same mint and date. To our knowledge, no speci¬ 

mens have been represented in Mint State hoards or treasure 

finds. 

Obverse with date slightly high, logotype deep in die. Some clash marks at 

center. Reverse with small S (as always), somewhat lightly impressed in the 

die. 

New Reverse Hub 

In 1866 the reverse hub was changed partway through the year. The dif¬ 

ferences are numerous and can be readily ascertained under low magnifica¬ 

tion. Important differences are as follows: 

OLD HUB: Large solid ray with truncated top points just past the lower 

left of first S (STATES). 

No ray below second T (STATES). 

Four thick rays are between the two heaviest rays on the left side and are 

below the first S (STATES). 

Right side of star above eagle’s eye. 

Curl above IB (PLURIBUS) small and distant from U (UNITED). 

NEW HUB: Thicker ray with somewhat open center points directly at 

lower left of S. 

Large heavy ray extends to close to left side of base of second T. 

Five thin light rays, with rays separating 3-2 are below the F and the space 

to the right of it. 

Star directly over eagle’s eye. 

Curl begins over B (PLURIBUS) and is closer to U and slightly to the right 

of its center. 

Among dies of the new hub, the motto IN GOD WE TRUST seems to 

have been entered by hand on certain early varieties, particularly those 

dated 1866. Later, IN GOD WF. TRLJST was made part of the hub itself and 

thus does not vary. Some notes concerning the motto are given in subse¬ 

quent listings. 

Purchased from Leo A. Young, April 14, 1967. 

1782 1866 With Motto. AU-55. Brilliant and lustrous. Quite close i 

Mint State with the reverse being particularly so. 

Date logotype slightly high. Some double outlines to the portrait of M i 

Liberty and the stars, probably caused by a slight double punching of tl 

master die into the working die, not by “die chatter,” as the latter instan. 

would have resulted in slight doubling of the date as well. 

Reverse with delicate crack from border upward to W (TWENTY) co 

tinning slightly to the right toward the feathers; another crack extends fro 

border to between I and T (UNITED), then extending upward, with anoth. 

crack connecting the bases of TE and the eagle’s wing. A further crack 

seen from 1) through STATE. 

In the motto, a line drawn to connect the tops of IN would pass far abo( 

the nearby G (GOD). 

From Stack’s sale of the Massachusetts Histo rical Society Collect io i 

October 1970, Lot 871. 

1783 1866 With Motto. AU-55. Highly lustrous, particularly on th 

reverse. 

Date logotype fairly high, twice as close to truncation as to dentils. 

Reverse with delicate crack beginning at N (UNITED) extending clockwia 

irregularly to C (AMERICA). On the motto, a line drawn to connect the top 

of IN would pass far above the nearby G (GOD); the N is sharply doubl 

punched. Apparently the motto was entered by hand. In a recent corners 

tion (August 1999) with Tom DeLorey, Tom advised the cataloguer that h 

first noted differences in the motto IN GOD WE TRUST a few years ag< 

and beginning in the mid-1990s these were mentioned in the price cat; 

logue issued by Coin World. Among the Bass coins, at least three differer 

variations are seen in the motto among $20 pieces of the 1866 date. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, January 23, 1973. 

1784 1866-S With Motto. AU-50. Highly lustrous. The reverse i 

somewhat prooflike. Fairly well bagmarked, especially on th 

obverse, this being accounted for in the grade number, am 

therefore not necessarily needing mention here. In genera 

the more prooflike a coin is, the more susceptible it is to ac 

quiring bagmarks. 

Date logotype high. Reverse with medium S mintmark, differently confu 

ured and of larger size than the usual small S style. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, June 23, 1967. 

1785 1866-S With Motto. AU-50. Misplaced Date variety, apparentl 

unlisted. 

Date slightly low. Stray or misplaced date numeral, seemingly an 8, is seen in th 

dentils to the left of the 1, apparently unrecorded, but noted by Harry Bass a! 

“Something in dentils below 1 of date!” Variety unknown to Breen. 

Reverse with small mintmark, the only variety listed by Breen (although 

the medium mintmark exists, as offered in the present sale, and is distinctl 

different). A line connecting the tops of IN would intersect the upper left a 

the adjacent G. 

Purchased from N.K.S., February 4, 1972. 
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1786 1867 MS-61 (PCGS). Especially brilliant and very lustrous. Some 

bagmarks are consistent with the grade, but are fewer than nor¬ 

mally seen for the date and mint. Walter Breen in his Encyclope¬ 

dia (p. 567) notes, “Philadelphia issues 1866-1872 are mostly 

scarce, except for the 1867 Uncirculateds, from a hoard (possi¬ 

bly 2,000, found in Europe about 1966, distributed in the USA 

beginning about 1973).” We have no information concerning 

this hoard but would suggest that if the number even remotely 

approached 2,000, examples would be much more plentiful on 

die market than they are today. In any event, more information 

would be welcomed, as the editor (QDB) keeps files on old-time 

hoards. Not withstanding the preceding, it is evident that the 

coin is from a different source as it was acquired earlier than the 

hoard’s putative distribution date. 

Date logotype in large figures, very close to bust. On the reverse the A 

(STATES) is perfect, the anomaly seemingly being corrected in the master 

die by this time. 

Purchased from N.K.S., November 7, 1968. Harry Bass kept track 

of high-grade examples of this year, and noted that in December 1971 

another firm offered him an example, but it was “much bagmarked” 

and in “lesser condition. ” 

High-Quality 1867-S $20 

Condition Census 

1787 1867-S AU-58 (PCGS). Brilliant surfaces with nice original 

mint lustre on both sides. The central details are nicely de¬ 

fined while some softness is noted at the periphery, most obvi¬ 

ous in the obverse stars from 2:00 to 5:00. An attractive ex¬ 

ample of high quality for this particular issue, rarely seen finer. 

In Scott’s Comprehensive Catalogue and Encyclopedia of U.S. Coins, 

1971, author Don Taxay said: “Unknown Uncirculated.” 

PCGS Population: 8; 4 finer (MS-61 finest). 

On the present coin, the date logotype is twice as close to the neck trunca¬ 

tion as to the dentils. On the reverse a tiny crack extends from a dentil to the 

'left side of the final A (AMERICA). 

Concerning the Taxay catalogue was an effort to effectively succeed the 

late lamented Standard Catalogues of United States Coins published by Wayte 

Raymond (later John ). Ford, Jr.) in various editions from the 1930s through 

the 1950s. Much technical information was included from different sources. 

A revised edition, by Joseph Rose and Howard Hazelcorn, appeared in 

1976. Despite its merits, the new work never caught on, and distribution was 

limited. In a later era, 1988, Walter Breen’s Complete Encyclopedia of U.S. arid 

Colonial Coins went far beyond Taxay, but, unlike Taxay, included no price 

listings. 

A number of years ago the present editor (Q. David Bowers) had discus¬ 

sions with Kenneth E. Bressett (editor of A Guide Book of United States Coins) 

concerning the producing of a catalogue with a wealth of technical and his¬ 

torical information plus prices, this being intended for sophisticated collec¬ 

tors. However, Whitman Publishing Company underwent (and later contin¬ 

ued to undergo) various corporate changes, ownerships, and policies, and 

nothing ever came of the matter. Today in 1999 we have too much informa¬ 

tion all over the place and not enough information in one single, usable, 

handy form. Thus, the potential for such a work still exists. 

From International Gold Corporation, September 11, 1972. 

Shortly after acquiring this piece, Harry Bass entered in his notes: 

“Taxay lists that this variety was “unknown Uncirculated. ” Today, 

taking into account the grade inflation in some quarters, and also a 

wider awareness, some low-grade Mint State pieces have been re¬ 

ported. Still, the issue remains rare. 

1788 1867-S AU-50. Lustrous and frosty. Some splashes of light ton¬ 

ing. 

Date slightly high. Reverse with small S mintmark, apparently as always. 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, June 15, 1967. 

1789 1867-S AU-50. Lustrous and attractive. 

Date slightly high. 

Source not recorded; probably acquired in the late 1960s. 
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Choice Proof 1868 $20 Rarity 

Condition Census 

(2X 

1790 1868 Proof-63 (PCGS). A lovely specimen in rich yellow gold. 

Some surface toning or haze on the obverse and reverse may 

mask surfaces that are of a significantly higher technical grade. 

As is the case on other $20 pieces the coin bespeaks quality 

and eye appeal. All in all it is a very handsome, very desirable 

example of this major rarity. 

Regarding Proofs, the mintage records suggest that 25 were 

struck, but it is highly unlikely that more than 10 or 15 were 

made. Years ago David Akers commented, “certainly fewer than 

10 Proofs still exist, the actual number is probably only seven or 

eight." In the same vein, Walter Breen was able to track only eight 

specimens, one possibly representing a duplication. Of these two 

were in museums (Smithsonian Institution and American Numis¬ 

matic Society) and at least two others were impaired. 

For the connoisseur and specialist this coin represents an in¬ 

credible opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 4; 4 finer (Proof-65 finest). 

In Walter Breen’s Encyclopedia of U.S. and Colonial Proof Coins 1722 -1989 

the author related the following: “One of the gold sets was immediately 

added to a silver minor set and delivered (for $65.50 in greenbacks, 

equivalent to $43.54 specie) from the coiner to the curator of the Mint 

Cabinet. It is now in the Smithsonian. A second complete set is in ANS. I 

would be curious to know if the complete aluminum set in original presen¬ 

tation case, offered in the Numismatic Gallery Monthly, May 1950, page 3, at 

$850, is still intact...” 

The reference to $65.50 to greenbacks reflects the continuing situation 

at the time—gold coins were not available at par in Uncle Sam's currency, 

and in order to obtain them a strong premium had to be paid. This situa¬ 

tion was to continue until December 17, 1878, and would make the order¬ 

ing of Proof gold coins as well as obtaining business strikes a somewhat 

difficult procedure. 

Date logotype high and close to the neck truncation. 

From Neiv Eng-fand’s sale of the Mocatta Collection, July 1979, 

Lot 450. 

1791 

Fairly scarce in high grades. 

Date logotype very high and grazing the truncation. First two digits mea¬ 

surably double punched, fourth digit less so, scarcely noticeable on the third 

digit (indicating that the third digit was the pivot point). On the reverse, 

dentils long in certain areas and leaning left (this characteristic is seen in 

certain other coins of this era and will not be noted henceforth in our de¬ 

scriptions). 

Purchased from Lester Merkin, January 22, 1968. 

1792 1868 EF-40. Prooflike surfaces. 

Date high and grazing the truncation. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

1793 Pair of 1868 double eagles: ☆ 1868 VF-35 ☆ 1868-S EF-4C 

(Total: 2 pieces) 

Date centered. 

1794 1868-S AU-50. A very pleasing coin with much lustre, espc 

dally on the reverse. Quite scarce. 

Date quite high, about three times closer to the neck truncation than tl 

the dentils below; positioned to the right, with the last digit ever so slighf 

to the left of center of the lowest curl. Where to put the date on doubl 

eagle dies was hardly standardized at the Mint, and when the logotype ws 

placed to the right, as here, the date was much less crowded. When the datt 

is far to the left, the first digit is very close to the truncation above and th 

dentils below. Reverse with small S mintmark (apparently as always). 

From Stack’s sale of February 1972, Lot 920. 
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Incredible Proof 1869 $20 

High Condition Census 

1795 1869 Proof-64 (PCGS). A magnificent specimen struck in 

bright yellow gold. Frosted devices against deep mirror fields 

give this an exquisite cameo effect. A lovely combination of 

high numerical grade and all important eye appeal come to¬ 

gether to make this coin incredibly important. Beyond this, 

there is the aspect of rarity! 
Only 25 examples were struck of the 1869 $20, but such pieces 

were difficult to order, and it is highly unlikely that more than a 

dozen or so actually found buyers. Today the number of differ¬ 

ent specimens is not known, but Walter Breen’s estimate of 10 

or 12 pieces is likely correct. In terms of availability in the mar¬ 

ket, the pieces held by the Smithsonian Institution and the 

American Numismatic Society must of necessity be subtracted, 

and no doubt a few others are impaired. Thus, this Bass Collec¬ 

tion coin represents a particularly important opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 3; 1 finer (Proof-66). 

It seems to be popular for certain graders—and this comment has no ref¬ 

erence whatever to PCGS—to elevate the grades of certain rarities. Thus, it 

would not at all surprise us if the present coin, a great rarity and graded by 

PCGS as Proof-64, might be “re-evaluated” by some more liberal grading 

entity, and called a higher number. It is to be remembered that with very 

few exceptions, Bass Collection coins are among the very finest of their 

kind—and thus, all things being equal, pieces are more apt to be “high 

end” than “low end" in quality. In today’s market, most sophisticated buy¬ 

ers go beyond numbers and look at aesthetic appeal as well. However, 

there still are quite a few who worship numbers only, without looking at or 

considering anything else. 

Obverse with date logotype large, and positioned too high, grazing the 

neck truncation. 

From Stack's sale of the DiBello Collection, Max 1970, I.ot 1225. 
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Breathtaking 1869 $20 

Business Strike 

High Condition Census 

1796 1869 MS-63 (PCGS). Described in Harry Bass’s notes as the 

“finest(?)” he had encountered up to that time. Indeed, the 

quality of this piece is simply breathtaking, outstanding. The 

bagmarks are minimal, resulting in a coin that displays nearly 

all its original prooflike surface, blending to lustre at the bor¬ 

ders on the obverse. The reverse on its own is nearly entirely 

prooflike. This coin, from a date not known to have been rep¬ 

resented in any hoards, will be a great attraction as it crosses 

the block. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (MS-65). 

Date logotype large this year. On the present coin it is placed high and 

close to the neck truncation. 

From Paramount's sale of August 1969, Lot 2222. 

1797 1869 AU-55. Highly lustrous, not far from full Mint State, th» 

being particularly true of the reverse. 

Date high and slightly right. Repunching at the base of 1. Reverse wi 

hairline crack connecting the tops of UNITE. 

Purchased from I. Kleinman, October 10, 1971. 

1798 1869 EF-45. Another nice specimen of this Philadelphia Min 

issue. 

Date high and slightly right. Repunching at the base of 1. 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 14, 1968. 

1799 1869-S AU-55. Nearly fully lustrous. A cut on the cheek shoull 

be mentioned, although the grade number takes care of 

from a technical viewpoint. A handsome example of an issu 

which is typically seen in lower grades. 

Date high and fairly close to truncation. Reverse with small S (apparent! 

as always). Hairline crack at TAT (STATES). 

Source not stated; probably purchased in the late 1960s. 

1800 1869-S AU-50. Fairly extensively bagmarked, not unusual fell 

the grade, but somewhat unusual for a Bass Collection coini 

Perhaps this is a piece that saw several decades in internation; 

trade. 

Date very high and almost touching truncation. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 19, 1968. 
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Splendid Proof 1870 $20 

Solo Finest Graded by PCGS 

1801 1870 Proof-64 (PCGS). Similar to the preceding Proof 1869, 

the present 1870 is a lovely cameo, with frosted devices set off 

by deep mirror fields. Quality such as this is seldom seen for 

any Proof $20 date, much less for the rare 1870. 

Mintage figures relate that 35 pieces were struck, but distri¬ 

bution seemed to have remained low, and again Walter Breen 

estimates that possibly just 10 to 20 Proofs exists. Deducting 

institutionally held pieces as well as impaired examples, it may 

may be the case that only five or six truly choice specimens 

are privately held. Thus, the present opportunity—represent¬ 

ing the finest coin that Harry Bass could locate in many years 

of collecting—is not likely to be repeated anytime soon. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Date logotype about three times closer to the neck of Miss Liberty than 

to the dentils, this being noted by the position of the first digit. 

From Stack's sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1238. 

1802 1870 AU-50. Bright and somewhat prooflike, particularly on 1803 1870 EF-40. Bright yellow gold, 

the reverse. Date about centered. 

Date about centered. Purchased from N.K.S.June 26, 1967. 

Purchased from William Danner, February 20, 1968. 
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Famous 1870-CC $20 Rarity 

First Carson City Issue 

Far and Away the Rarest “CC” $20 

1804 1870-CC EF-45 (PCGS). Bright yellow gold. Some surface 

marks as usual for the grade and issue. A splendid specimen to 

obtain, a numismatic landmark and showpiece. David Akers’ 

words are relevant; “Without question this is one of the rarest 

and most famous of all double eagles. It is by far the rarest 

Carson City Mint $20...” 

The number of different specimens known has been the sub¬ 

ject of various estimates, but most agree that fewer than three 

dozen pieces can be accounted for. Most of these are at lower 

grade levels. 

The rarity of this piece is explained by two considerations. 

First, only 3,789 were struck. More important, it is our belief 

that $20 pieces of the early 1870s were not widely exported 

but, instead, saw circulation in and around Nevada and the 

American West. In time, most became abraded and worn, 

and further most were melted. Thus, the survival rate is ex¬ 

tremely low, seemingly less than 1% of the production quan¬ 

tity. 

PCGS Population: 5; 3 finer (AU-50 finest). 

Obverse with logotype high and close to the neck of Miss Liberty, but 

distinctly separated from it. Reverse with CC mintmark positioned with 

the first mint letter over the right side of the upright of N (TWENTY). In 

their excellent book. Gold Coins of the Old West: The Carson City Mint 1870- 

1893, Douglas Winter and Lawrence E. Cutler, M.D., devote extensive 

space to this particular issue, notably observing that there are two die vari¬ 

eties—one being the variety offered here in the Bass Part II sale, called 

“2B". Their description follows: “The first (2-B) has a small rather compact 
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mintmark which is placed high and near to the tail feathers of the eagle and is 

located over the space between the NT in TWENTY. A few pieces show minor 

doubling on the reverse lettering. The second variety (1-A) has the mintmark 

placed over the right upright stroke of the N in TWENTY and the date place¬ 

ment is lower than on obverse 2.” 

The same writers suggest that possibly 35 to 45 specimens exist, this num¬ 

ber being a bit more liberal than seen elsewhere. The highest class according 

to Winter-Cutler grade Extremely Fine, of which either nine to 10 are known. 

For the record, Don Taxay in The Comprehensive Catalogue and Encyclopedia 

of U.S. Coins, 1971, placed his estimate of the known pieces as 13 to 30. As is 

the case with virtually all American rarities, certification data are largely use¬ 

less, as valuable coins such as the 1870-CC $20 are apt play tag or musical 

chairs and be submitted and resubmitted to various services, thus ballooning 

the number beyond any reasonable estimate of the actual quantity of different 

pieces extant. 

Before placing the Winter-Cuder volume back on the table, we quote their 

general comments about the 1870-CC: “The 1870-CC is, by a large margin, 

the rarest Carson City double eagle. While the overall rarity has been some¬ 

what exaggerated in the past, it is still one of the rarest of all Liberty Head 

$20s and it is probably the most famous and desirable gold coin struck at the 

Carson City Mint. 

“The quality of strike for this issue is not very good. The obverse is always 

weaker than the reverse. The stars, especially those at the left, are flat while 

Liberty’s hair is blunt. On die reverse, the wing feathers tend to show reason¬ 

ably good detail while die borders are weaker. The tail feathers are always very 

blunt, as are die stars which encircle the motto. Every 1870-CC double eagle 

we have ever seen is very heavily abraded. The fields nearly always show 

deep, detracting gouges while many pieces have conspicuous bumps on the 

t ints from mishandling. This is an issue which obviously went directly into 

circulation and stayed there for quite some time. The lustre on those few 

higher grade pieces which exist is somewhat prooflike. The coloration tends 

to be a medium orange-gold shade. Many survivors have been cleaned and 

die concept of ‘eye appeal’ is alien when it comes to this date. 

“The reason for the uneven wear pattern seen on the 1870-CC double 

eagle seems to be the result of technical difficulties at the Carson City Mint. 

When these coins were struck, diey were not properly centered within the 

collar. As a result, the left obverse rim and the corresponding reverse are 

natTower and more weakly impressed dian the rims at the right side of the 

coin. This characteristic is seen on all examples of this date and it is a good 

test f or the authenticity of any 1870-CC double eagle.” 

With regard to the authenticity, we recall the consternation a few years 

ago when well known Beverly Hills dealer Jerry Cohen sought to acquire 

an 1870-CC $20 that had been well pedigreed to a famous American cabi¬ 

net, and was one of the best-recorded pieces. There was one problem: 

upon close inspection he found it to be a counterfeit! While forgeries of 

the 1870-CC are few and far between, they are mentioned by Cutler-Win¬ 

ter and Breen, stated “authentication recommended.” 

Thus concludes our commentary on this lovely 1870-CC, a splendid 

specimen of a splendid rarity. 

From our sale of the King of Siam Collection, October 1987, Lot 

2054. 

1805 1870-S EF-45. Highly lustrous, particularly on the reverse. 

Date very high and almost touching truncation. Reverse with small mint- 

mark (apparently as always; mintmark variations are not particularly signifi¬ 

cant after the 1860s, and henceforth we will not note their size unless some¬ 

thing unusual catches our eye). Crack links tops of ATES and, separately, 

OF. Although San Francisco Mint double eagles of the 1870s are sometime 

seen with die cracks, the situation is not nearly as prevalent as for the 1850s 

and 1860s. 

Purchased from Parke-Bemet Galleries ’ sale of May 1968, Lot 40. 

1806 1871 AU-50. Light yellow gold, much mint lustre remains, par¬ 

ticularly on the reverse. 

Date high. In logotype 7 and 1 are close (as usually seen), but a variety 

does exist with these digits spaced widely. 

Purchased from William Donner, February 17, 1968. 

1807 1871 EF-40. Bright lustrous fields with somewhat pale orange 

highlights. Areas of the reverse exhibit light hairlines from 

brushing in the past. 

Date fairly high. Minor repunching at lower left of 1; 7 and 1 closely 

spaced. 

From Abe Kosoffs ANA Sale, August 1968, Lot 1079. 

Elusive 1871-CC $20 

1808 1871-CC EF-45 (PCGS). Small bump on left obverse rim. Me¬ 

dium yellow gold. A very pleasing example of the date and va¬ 

riety, a scarcity from early in the series. An important coin for 

the specialist. 

Date logotype large this year. About evenly centered. 

As noted under Lot 1804, it has been our long-standing opinion that the 

distribution of Carson City gold coins in the early 1870s was conducted 

quite different from that of later years. In the later expanse of the series, 

mid-1870s onward, many Carson City gold coins were shipped to San Fran¬ 

cisco (sometimes after having been lightly circulated in Nevada), and from 

San Francisco were exported—including to Europe and South America. In 

sharp contrast, double eagles of the early 1870s seemed to have stayed 

closer to home, and to have circulated extensively on the West Coast, par¬ 

ticularly in Nevada and in other inland areas. Thus, for all early Carson City 

gold coins such grades as VT and EF are par for the course and are ex¬ 

tremely desirable, with Mint State pieces being virtually nonexistent. To¬ 

ward the end of the double eagle series, the opposite is largely true—high- 

grade coins such as EF and AU arc the rule, not the exception, and scattered 

Mint State coins are seen. 

Purchased from Fred Sweeney, April 14, 1972. At the time Harry 

Bass had expended some effort looking for a “nice" 1871-CC, and 

had turned down a lesser piece offered in December 1971 by New 

York City dealer Ed Shapiro. 
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Important Mint State 1871-S $20 

None Finer Graded 

1809 1871-S MS-62 (PCGS). Lustrous with somewhat satiny frost. 

Deeply basined dies. A nice example of this popular San Fran¬ 

cisco issue, one which is common in lower grades, but which is 

elusive in Mint State. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

On the logotype the figures are bold, with 18 and 71 more closely spaced 

than the central 87, though Walter Breen raises the possibility, “May exist 

with 71 apart.” 

Purchased from Jimmy Hayes, August 18, 1972. 

1810 1871-S AU-50. Bright and somewhat prooflike, particularly on 

the reverse. 

Date logotype heavily punched into die and about centered. 7 and 1 close. 

Stray bar or ridge in field to left of base of 7. Tiny S mintmark is not much 

more than a little blob and would have been better suited for use on a half 

dime! __ 

Purchased from N.K.S., May 14, 1968. 

1811 1872 AU-50. Bright and lustrous, a very beautiful coin. 

Date centered. Boldly impressed into working die. 

Purchased from I. Kleinman, October 10, 1971. 

Pleasing EF 1872-CC $20 

1812 1872-CC EF-45. Light yellow gold. A lovely specimen of th 

somewhat scarce and extremely popular issue. 

Date deeply punched into working die and well positioned. Reverse win 

widely spaced letters in mintmark. Two tiny die ridges are seen from tit 

border at R (AMERICA), one to the left of the letter and one piercing til 

letter. 

From Glendining’s sale of October 16, 1970, Lot 1049, to Rowe C 

Brownlee. 

1813 1872-CC VF-35. Another nice specimen of this popular mini 

mark variety. 

Date high and close to truncation. Deeply punched into die. Reverse win' 

mintmark more closely spaced than on preceding. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, L* 

2493. 

1814 1872-S AU-50. Lustrous medium gold surfaces. The reverse 

very close to Mint State. 

Date slightly above center. Medium depth of punch into working di < 

slightly deeper toward the end of the date. 

Purchased from 1. Kleinman, November 31, 1971. 
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Incredible Rare 1873 Proof $20 

Closed 3 

Tied for Finest Graded by PCGS 
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1815 1873 Closed 3. Proof-63 (PCGS). Another Bass Collection 

Proof $20, this coin, like its predecessors in this sale, was hand 

selected for quality. This specimen is rich yellow gold, with 

cameo-like devices set against deep mirror fields, making it as 

pretty as the proverbial picture. 

Only 25 Proofs were struck, but most of these have either dis¬ 

appeared or were not distributed to begin with, yielding no 

more than a dozen known today, possibly as few as 10. Of 

these at least two are in museum collections, and others are 

impaired. O-P-P-O-R-T-U-N-I-T-Y comes to the fore. 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

Obverse with Closed 3 as on all Proofs. On the $20 denomination the 

balls of the 3 are not as close together as on certain other denominations. 

Still, they are closer than on the later Open 3 issue. Date logotype ever so 

slightly closer to the bust than to Ihe dentils. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, April 1972. 
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1816 1873 Closed 3. AU-50. Lightly brushed. 

Date well centered. 

The 1873 Closed 3 and Open 3 issues in the $20 series are not as distinc¬ 

tive in appearance as they are on other denominations. However, as a quick 

rule of thumb, the Open 3 has spacing between the upper and lower knob 

of the 3 about equal to the entire width of the upper knob, while the Closed 

3 has a significantly smaller spacing. Still, on the Closed 3 the knobs are not 

so close that they can be mistaken for the 8 (as they can be on certain other 

issues such as the cent and five-cents). 

Purchased from J.C. Nash, April 28, 1978. 

1817 1873 Closed 3. EF-45. The reverse has nearly full original lustre. 

Date well centered. 

Purchased from Rarcoa, December 28, 1971. 

1818 1873 Open 3. AU-58. Highly lustrous. 

Date slightly high. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of January 22, 1968, Lot 267. 

Offering of Liberty Head $20s 

1819 Selection of lustrous Philadelphia Mint double eagles: ☆ 
1873 Open 3. AU-50 ☆ 1874 EFM5 ☆ 1890 AU-53 ☆ 1893 MS- 

60 ☆ 1894 AU-58 ☆ 1895 AU-58 ☆ 1897 MS-60 ☆ 1898 AU-55. 

All are lustrous and pleasing. (Total: 8 pieces) 

Eight Different Philadelphia $20s 

1820 Grouping of Philadelphia Mint Liberty Head double eagles: 

☆ 1873 Open 3. AU-50 ☆ 1875 AU-50 ☆ 1876 AU-50 ☆ 1877 

EF-45 ☆ 1878 AU-55 ☆ 1879 AU-50 ☆ 1880 EF-45 ☆ 1888 AU- 

50. Most are brilliant and all have pleasing original mint lustre. 

(Total: 8 pieces) 

Eight Different Philadelphia $20s 

1821 Grouping of eight different Philadelphia Mint double eagles: 

☆ 1873 Open 3. AU-50 ☆ 1876 EF-40 ☆ 1878 AU-58 ☆ 1879 

VF-35, cleaned ☆ 1880 EF-40 ☆ 1888 AU-50 ☆ 1889 AU-50 ☆ 
1890 AU-58. Mostly brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 8 pieces) 

Lustrous 1873-CC Closed 3 $20 

1822 1873-CC Closed 3. AU-55 (PCGS). A nice example of the date, 

variety, mintmark, and grade—about what one might expect. 

Popular as an essential part of the Carson City gold series. The 

year 1873 represents the first year for which Carson City 

double eagles could be reasonably expected to be found in EF 

grade on a regular basis and occasionally AU. 

Date logotype high. Closed 3 as always seen, but with the knobs of the 3 

not quite as close as on certain other denominations. 

From Paramount’s sale of August 1969, Lot 2235. 

1823 1873-CC Closed 3. VF-20. Smooth, even wear. Pale gold su 

faces. Ever-popular Carson City issue. 

Closed 3 in date, as always for Carson City issues (these dies having bei 

made up early in the year and sent to the West). Date high. Reverse wi 

mint letters fairly closely spaced. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, May 30, 1972. 

1824 1873-S Closed 3. AU-55. Bright and brilliant. The reverse 

nearly full Mint State. 

Date well centered. Closed 3 (as most often seen among San Francisco 

sues). 

Purchased from I. Kleinman, October 1, 1971. 

Eight Different San Francisco $20s 

1825 Grouping of San Francisco Mint Liberty double eagles: 

1873-S Closed 3. EF-40 ☆ 1874-S EF-40 ☆ 1896-S AU-55 

1897-S AU-55 ☆ 1898-S AU-55 ☆ 1899-S AU-53 ☆ 1900-S Al 

53 ☆ 1901-S AU-55. All with nice lustre for the assigned grad| 

(Total: 8 pieces) 

Another San Francisco $20 Group 

1826 Grouping of San Francisco Mint Liberty’ Head double eagle 

☆ 1873-S Closed 3. EF-40 ☆ 1874-S VF-35 ☆ 1893-S AU-55 

1895-S AU-58 ☆ 1896-S AU-55 ☆ 1898-S AU-58 ☆ 1899-S M 

60 ☆ 1900-S AU-58. All with nice lustre for the assigned grad' 

(Total: 8 pieces) 

1827 Pair of 1873-S $20, both graded EF-45: ☆ Closed 3 ☆ Open 

(Total: 2 pieces) 

Date logotype high. Reverse with minute crack through TES (STATES), 

mintmark is centered over upper right tip of N (TWENTY). 

1828 1873-S Open 3. AU-50. Brilliant and with much lustre. An a 

tractive example of this rare variety. 

The 1873-S Open 3 $20 has been known to specialists for some time, 

mentioned in David Akers's 1982 study, and merits a separate number at 

the description rare in Walter Breen's Complete Encyclopedia of U. S. and Coi 
nial Coins. However, it was only recently (the new 53rd Edition dated 200* 

that the variety was listed in the Guide Book of United States Coins. No doul 

this appearance will result in an increased demand for the issue. How rai 

the 1873-S Open 3 is in relation to the usually seen 1873-S Closed 3 remaii 

to be seen, but it is probably several times more elusive (although you wou 1 

not know it from the pieces we present here as part of the Harry W. Ba 

Collection!). 

Date logotype high. Reverse with minute crack through TES (STATES), 

mintmark is centered over upper right tip of N (TWENTY). 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of October 1966, Lot 419. 

1829 1873-S Open 3. AU-50. Much lustre still remains, particular 

on the reverse. 

Date logotype high. Reverse with minute crack through TES (STATES), 

mintmark is centered over upper right tip of N (TWENTY). 

From Glendining’s sale of October 16, 1970, to Rowe & Brownie 

to Harry W. Bass. 

1830 Trio of double eagles: ☆ 1873-S Open 3. EF-45. Highly hi 

irons for the grade, particularly on the reverse. The overa 

appeal is substantially finer than the assigned grade implies i 

1874 AU-58. Brilliant and lustrous. The reverse is especiall 

frosty and could grade at least MS-60 if judged independent! 

☆ 1874-S EF-45. (Total: 3 pieces) 
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1831 1874-CC AU-50. Bright yellow gold. Obverse with some men- 

tionable scratches before the face, largely taken care of by the 

grade number, but worthy of notation in any event. About av¬ 

erage for a Carson City double eagle of this era. 

Date high. Logotype punched into die at medium depth. On the reverse 

the mint letters are widely spaced. Raised ridge from border pierces R 

(AMERICA). 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 9, 1968. 

1832 1874-CC EF-45. Much lustre remains on the reverse. 

Date high and lightly impressed into working die. Reverse with mintmark 

letters widely spaced. Ridge from border pierces R (AMERICA). 

Purchased from Paramount, December 15, 1968. 

1833 1874-S AU-55. Highly lustrous, particularly on the reverse. 

Date high. Crack through bases of 18, intermittently extending left 

through stars one and two. 

Reverse with bottom right of S mintmark missing, possibly due to 

relapping. Certain low-relief details are light. Crack begins at U (UNITED) 

and continues clockwise to E (AMERICA). Another crack is seen through 

the bases of ENTY (TWENTY). Apparently a much used die by the time that 

this particular coin was struck. 

Purchased from I. Kleinman, October 1, 1971. 

Quintette of 1874-S Double Eagles 

1834 Five 1874-S Liberty double eagles: ☆ AU-53 ☆ AU-50 (4). All 

are brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 5 pieces) 

Fabulous Proof 1875 $20 

A Classic Rarity 

High Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1835 1875 Proof-63 (PCGS). A stunningly beautiful, fabulously rare 

issue in the gold Proof series. For many years the Proofs dated 

1875—w ith a mintage of just 20 coins in each denomination- 

have been considered the creme de la creme of the decade. Only 

at widely spaced intervals do examples come on the market, 

with the high denomination $10 and $20 being the most elu¬ 

sive of all. Typically, a period of many years elapses between 

auction offerings. The present coin, the second of the two fin¬ 

est graded by PCGS, is an American numismatic landmark. A 

strong bid is indicated, with the assurance that few equals exist 

anywhere. 

PCGS Population: 1; 1 finer (Proof-64). 

We are quite aware that PCGS is sometimes on the conscnative side, and ii 

would not surprise us to have some other entity- grade ibis coin at a higher level. 

From the mintage of 20 specimens, Walter Breen estimates that no more 

than 10 to 12 exist. Of these, at least trvo, possibly three, are in institutions, 

and a few others are nicked and scratched. Phus, the present coin is one ol 

just a handful of really beautiful pieces 

From Superior's Auction 'S'* sale, July 1985 hot 0~8. 
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1836 1875 MS-61. Brilliant and lustrous. The reverse, if graded sepa¬ 

rately, would be a couple of points higher. 

Date low and deeply punched into die. 

Pu rchased from Jack L. Klausen, April 19, 1969. 

1837 1875 Breen-7254. “Cancelled J.B.L”. MS-60. Brilliant and 

highly lustrous. The reverse particularly so. An interesting vari¬ 

ety that is neither widely known nor widely collected, but is 

certainly worthy of study. This piece will be of importance to 

the advanced specialist. 

Obverse with, per Breen, “Cancelled J.B.L. Rare. A heavy die file mark 

obliterates Longacre’s initials. Petty spite?” The only problem with this 

analysis is that the initials would have been recessed and on a slant into the 

die and would be rather difficult to file, although it certainly could be done. 

Whatever the reason, filing or otherwise, spite or otherwise, there is no 

trace of the designer’s initials, an anomaly. 

The date is deeply punched and is slightly low. On the reverse a crack be¬ 

gins at U (UNITED) and continues clockwise to the final S (STATES). An¬ 

other crack connects OF. Another connects the tops of MERE 

Purchased from Lester Merkin’s sale of October 1969, Lot 471. 

Sparkling 1875-CC $20 

1838 1875-CC MS-62 (PCGS). Slightly prooflike on the obverse. 

Pleasing light yellow gold, a very attractive piece overall. A nice 

representative of the variety and the grade. 

Date logotype slightly low. On the reverse the CC mintmark is mostly 

filled. 

The formation of a collection within a collection is always a popular pur¬ 

suit. In the double eagle specialty, a particularly interesting challenge is to 

obtain one each of the various dates 1870-1893 for which Carson City struck 

pieces. As a general guide to collecting, the 1870-CC is the rarity of rarities, 

the most formidable coin, although the existence of several dozen pieces 

takes it out of the “impossible” class. The 1871-CC and 1872-CC are typically 

seen in lower grades, VF being par, EF being a bit unusual, and anything 

finer being remarkable. For 1873 and later, EE' coins become a regular possi¬ 

bility, AU pieces exist for several of the different varieties, and toward the 

later end of the series it is even possible to obtain Mint State coins. The Bass 

Collection sale provides the opportunity to add to or to begin such a spe¬ 

cialty. 

Purchased from Julian Leidman, November 6, 1972. 

Mint State 1875-CC $20 

1839 1875-CC MS-60. An affordable Mint State coin, a piece that 

within the reach of just about every double eagle specialist. 

Dies similar to preceding. 

Another Mint State 1875-CC $20 

1840 1875-CC MS-60. Brilliant and lustrous. A highly attractive e 

ample of this Carson City issue, a piece with a great deal of ey 

appeal. 

Date logotype deeplv punched and slightly low. Some die striae can 1 

seen, perhaps indicating that this is an early impression. On the reverse it 

mintmark letters are fairly closely spaced and are filled. A light crack is sec 

from T (UNITED) clockwise to the first T (STATES). An almost invisib 

crack connects the tops of M and E (AMERICA). Another barely discernib 

crack is at the bottom connecting TV (TWENTY) and the adjacent D. Pt 

haps the doubled die reverse, conforming somewhat to Breen-7258, howev< 

the mint letters on the present piece (and that to follow) are closely space< 

Delicate crack connects D (UNITED) with adjacent S; another from final 

(STATES) to O (OF); another through the tops of MER. 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, July 29, 1973. 

1841 1875-CC AU-58. Brilliant and lustrous. A nice mate to the pr< 

ceding and from the same die pair. 

Die state similar to the preceding. 

Purchased from N.K.S., April 28, 1967. 

1842 1875-CC AU-55. Lustrous and frosty. 

Date logotype deeply punched and slightly low. Placed slightly farth« 

right than usually seen. 

Reverse with closely spaced CC. Delicate crack connects final S (STATE? 

with adjacent O. Delicate tracery of cracks intermittently at MERICA. 

Purchased from Arnold Rosing June 21, 1967. 
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Trio of Carson City Mint $20s 

1843 Threesome of Carson City Mint double eagles: ☆ 1875-CC 

(2). EF-40 and VF-35 ☆ 1890-CC EF-40, obverse graffiti. Each 

with nice lustre for the grade. (Total: 3 pieces) 

1844 1875-S AU-58. Very lustrous and frosty, just as nice as some 

pieces called full Mint State. 

Date centered. Reverse with S mintmark centered over upper right tip of 

N (TWENTY). 

From Superior's sale of 1973, Lot 911. 

1845 1875-S AU-58. The reverse can be graded full MS-60. 

Date about centered. Reverse with mintmark over right upright of N 

(TWENTY). Cracks around most of the periphery and also, separately, at 

the top of the rays. 

Purchased from W.F. Betz, June 6, 1967. 

1846 1875-S AU-55. Some marks on the obverse keep this from a 

higher grade. The reverse on its own merits the designation 

AU-58 or MS-60. 

Date centered. Reverse with S mintmark over upper right serif of N 

(TWENTY). Delicate intermittent cracks around the border from U (UN¬ 

TIED) clockwise to C (AMERICA). 

Purchased from N.K.S., August 21, 1968. 

Selection of Double Eagles 

1847 Selection of eight different Liberty Head double eagles: 

1875-S AU-50 ☆ 1876-S AU-53 ☆ 1877-S AU-55 ☆ 1878-S AU- 

50 ☆ 1880-S EF-45 ☆ 1881-S EF-45 ☆ 1882-S AU-50 ☆ 1883-S 

AU-58. Mostly brilliant with some degree of original mint lus¬ 

tre remaining. (Total: 8 pieces) 

Grouping of San Francisco $20s 

1848 Selection of eight different Liberty Head double eagles from 

the San Francisco Mint: ☆ 1875-S EF-45 ■ 1876-S AU-50 

1877-S AU-55 ☆ 1878-S AU-50 ☆ 1879-S EF-45 ☆ 1880-S AU-50 

☆ 1881-S AU-50 ☆ 1882-S AU-53. All brilliant and lustrous. 

(Total: 8 pieces) 

San Francisco Mint Octet 

1849 Attractive selection of Liberty Head double eagles from the 

San Francisco Mint: ☆ 1875-S VF-35 Hr 1876-S AU-50 ☆ 1877-S 

AU-58, light abrasions across Miss Liberty’s cheek ☆ 1878-S 

AU-55 ☆ 1879-S AU-53 ☆ 1880-S AU-50 ☆ 1881-S AU-55 ☆ 
1882-S AU-58. All brilliant with nice lustre for the assigned 

grade. (Total: 8 pieces) 
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Incredible 1876 Proof $20 Rarity 

None Finer Graded by PCGS 

1850 1876 Proof-64 (PCGS). A splendid specimen of exquisite qual¬ 

ity and unquestioned rarity. Although 45 Proofs were struck— 

perhaps in anticipation that visitors to the Centennial Exhibi¬ 

tion of American Independence held in nearby Fairmount 

Park would sally over to the Philadelphia Mint—today only 

eight to 10 pieces are believed to exist (Walter Breen’s esti¬ 

mate). Only at widely spaced intervals does an example appear 

on the market, and even then the coin is not apt to be in the 

grade offered here. For the double eagle specialist this repre¬ 

sents a coin in the same general league rarity-wise as the ear¬ 

lier-discussed 1875, although the mantle of fame has not de¬ 

scended upon the 1876 to the same extent. Here, indeed, is a 

tremendously important opportunity. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

How many different specimens this number represents we have no clue. 
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1851 1876 MS-61. Lustrous and attractive. A nice example of the 
grade. 

Old-style hub (see note under Lot 1853). 

1852 1876 MS-60. Lustrous and frosty. 

Date centered. Reverse from old-style hub. Delicate cracks link many of 

the letters beginning witli U (UNITED) continuing clockwise through R 

(AMERICA). 

Purchased from N.K.S., July 8, 1968. 

1853 1876 AU-58. Lustrous and attractive. Reverse somewhat proof¬ 

like. From the new “Light Motto” reverse hub used only in this 

year and at this mint, a great curiosity that is very easy to dis¬ 

cern, but mention of which seems to be virtually unknown (if 

we are wrong, a letter from reader will result in a prompt 

credit in a future issue of the Rare Coin Review). Every double 

eagle collection should have one! 

Obverse with date slightly right and fairly low. This issue displays a new 

hub for the reverse, with notable differences over that used earlier, includ¬ 

ing those dated 1876. This was late in the game, for in the next year the hub 

would be redesigned again (to change the spelling of the denomination). 

Thus, the hub described here was used only briefly. 

Old “heavy” hub: Seven thin rays between eagle’s wing at upper left and 

thick ray below first S (STATES). Center of thick ray is about below die left 

edge of the serif at the upright of the second T (STATES). IN GOD WE in 

heavy letters and close to the word TRUST below it. For purposes of conve¬ 

nience, the old type hub could be called “Heavy Motto.” 

New "light motto” hub: Six thin rays between eagle's wing at upper left 

and thick ray below first S (STATES). Center of thick ray is between the AT 

(STATES) and more under the A. IN GOD WE in light letters and farther 

from TRUST. For purposes of convenience the new styled hub could be 

called “Light Motto.” 

From Rarcoa, February 1972. 

1854 1876 AU-58. Somewhat prooflike on the obverse. Lustrous re¬ 

verse. A very special coin that we expect to bring a “MS-60 

price,” as it stands high above what one normally sees for this 

date. 

Date slightly low. 

Reverse from new “Light Motto” hub. 

1855 1876 AU-55. Brilliant and lustrous. 

Date slightly low. Die crack through base of date numerals. Another crack 

links stars one and two. Still another crack is seen at star 13. 

Reverse from new hub. Die cracked through top of letters from first S 

(STATES) clockwise through C (AMERICA). 

Purchased from Leo A. Young, April 14, 1967. 

1856 1876-CC AU-58. Highly prooflike. A splendid specimen at this 

grade level. A very popular date, the 1876-CC was made in 

large quantities and thus is eminently affordable. 

Date slightly high. Reverse of the old-type (Heavy Motto) hub, apparently 

as always for the mintmarked varieties (Carson City and San Francisco). 

Mintmark letters closely spaced. Light cracks at top of rays from about the 

11:00 to 12:00 position. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, July 8, 1968. 

1857 1876-CC AU-55. Highly lustrous. Another specimen of this 

popular Carson City issue. 

Date slightly high. Reverse with delicate and quite irregular crack through 

UNITED S, so minute as to be virtually invisible. 

From Quality Sales Corporation's sale of November 1971, Lot 

1250. 

1858 1876-CC AU-53. Another nice example. 

Date slightly high. Reverse with cracks through tops of rays from 11:00 to 

12:00. Delicate cracks through MERIC (AMERICA). 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 5, 1968. 

1859 Pair of branch mint double eagles: ☆ 1876-CC AU-50. A final 

example of this Carson City issue, last of the design type ☆ 
1876-S AU-55. Bright and lustrous, particularly on the reverse. 

(4 otal: 2 pieces) 

1860 1876-S MS-60. Especially brilliant, lustrous, and frosty. A very 

attractive coin. 

Date centered. Reverse with mintmark centered over left edge <>l second 

T (TWENTY). Cracks join letters from U (UNITED) clockwise to second S 

(STATES). Another extends to the border to the left side of O (Of), while 

still another crack extends from F to the right. Yet another crack, or possibly 

the continuation of the one just mentioned, joins the letters AMER. 

From Stack’s sale of the Bartle Collection, October 1984, Lot 1091. 

1861 1876-S AU-58. Lustrous and frosty. Somewhat prooflike. 

Date slightly low. Reverse with mintmark to the right of its usual position, 

centered over the left side of the upright of the second T (TWENTY). 

From Parke-Bemet Galleries’ sale of May 1968, Lot 57. 

San Francisco $20 Group 

1862 Offering of San Francisco Mint double eagles: "A 1876-S El- 

40, lightly cleaned ☆ 1877-S AU-55 ☆ 1878-S AU-50 ☆ 1882-S 

VF-20, lightly cleaned ☆ 1883-S AU-58 ☆ 1884-S MS-60 ☆ 
1885-S AU-53 ☆ 1887-S AU-55. All are attractive for the grade 

assigned unless otherwise noted. At the time, the San Fran¬ 

cisco Mint was the primary American depot for the coinage of 

gold, most metal coming from the Sierras. By this time the era 

of the individual miner was gone, and most activities were con¬ 

ducted by corporations. Double eagles were used in commerce 

in the American West, as well as for exports, particularly to 

South America and Europe (rarely to the Orient). How grate¬ 

ful we must all be today for the export trade of years ago. Oth¬ 

erwise, probably most of the coins in the present lot would 

have been called in by the United States government 1933- 

1934 and melted! (Total: 8 pieces) 

1863 1877 MS-62. Brilliant and lustrous. A handsome example of 

the first year of the new reverse type with the denomination 

spelled out as TWENTY DOLLARS. 

Beginning in 1877, the head of Miss Liberty was repositioned on the hub. 

The truncation is now at a considerably higher angle, permitting much 

more room between the neck and the dentils. Thus, after this point, date 

placement variations are not as noticeable. As a quick point of reference 

between the old style and new style, the old style had the point of Miss 

Liberty’s coronet very close to star 7, while the new hub has the coronet tip 

centered between stars six and seven. Other differences could be men¬ 

tioned. 

The new reverse hub is a hybrid between the old style and new style hubs 

discussed under 1876. The motto is light on the 1877 die, and the words IN 

GOD WE are significantly above TRUST. However, on the new die there are 

seven thin rays between the eagle’s wing at the upper left and first thick rav, 

somewhat reminiscent of the old style hub used in early 1876 and before, 

but differently cut. On the new hub the letters in E PLURIBUS UNUM are 

much larger than those used earlier. Other differences could be mentioned. 

To fully appreciate them is a simple procedure to place an 1876 “Light 

Motto" bub of the new bub alongside the 1877 and make comparisons. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, December 17, 1971. 
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Popular 1877-CC $20 

1864 1877-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Especially brilliant. Somewhat proof¬ 

like surfaces, notably on the obverse. A nice example of this 

popular date and a somewhat scarce issue; only 42,565 were 

minted. 

Purchased from Douglas G. Weaver, August 29, 1973. 

1865 1877-CC VF-35. Light yellow gold. 

Relevant to Carson City issues after 1876, the Winter-Cutler reference 

comments: “One of the features of the Type III Liberty Head double eagles 

is the fact that the hair detail on the obverse is much sharper than on Type II 

coins. This can be quickly seen by comparing, say, 1870-CC then 1876-CC...” 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, May 5, 1973. 

Selection of San Francisco $20’s 

1866 Selection of San Francisco Mint double eagles, all different 

dates: ☆ 1877-S EF-45 ☆ 1878-S EF-45 ☆ 1881-S EF-40 ☆ 1883- 

S AU-55 ☆ 1884-S AU-58 ☆ 1885-S AU-50 ☆ 1887-S AU-53 ☆ 
1888-S AU-58. All brilliant with an abundance of mint lustre. 

(Total: 8 pieces) 

San Francisco $20 Selection 

1867 Selection of San Francisco Mint double eagles: ☆ 1877-S EF- 

40 ☆ 1878-S EF-40 ☆ 1883-S EF-45 ☆ 1884-S AU-55 ☆ 1887-S 

AU-50, brushed ☆ 1888-S AU-50 ☆ 1889-S AU-58 ☆ 1890-S 

AU-58. All with varying degrees of mint lustre. (Total: 8 pieces) 

Exceedingly Important 1878 Proof $20 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1868 1878 Proof-63 (PCGS). The present 1878 brings to the auction 

forum another formidable rarity in the Proof double eagle se¬ 

ries. The mintage was but 20 examples, from which number 

only eight to 10 are believed to exist today—placing the 1878 in 

the same league rarity-wise as the earlier discussed 1875 and 

1876. The present coin is the Finest obtained by Harry Bass 

over many years of searching. 

PCGS Population: 2: 2 finer (MS-64 finest). 

Date logotype low. 

Acquired from Stack's, in trade for “common $20s, "June 6, 1973. 
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1869 1878 MS-61. Brilliant and lustrous. A very attractive coin. 

Under magnification the last digit shows a sharp doubling. Apparently the 

8 in the logotype first touched the working die at a higher position, but then 

was finally punched slightly lower. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 17, 1968. When acquiring 

the piece, Harry Bass noted that it was a “rare grade’' for the 1878 

year. 

Elusive 1878-CC $20 

1870 1878-CC AU-53 (PCGS). One of the more elusive issues from 

the era, reflective of a relatively low mintage of 13,180 pieces. 

Difficult to find in all grades. 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, August 29, 1973. 

1879 Proof $20 Rarity 

None Finer Graded 

(2X photo) 

1871 1879 Proof-63 (PCGS). Although 30 Proofs were reported to 

have been minted of the 1879 double eagle, the number of 

pieces known today is about the same as for the earlier-men¬ 

tioned 1875, 1876 and 1878-perhaps eight to 10 totally, this 

being the estimate of Walter Breen. In the 1870s there was 

negligible interest in saving double eagles by date, as the high 

face value was equal to a month’s pay for the typical factory 

worker. Those few numismatists who could afford to own 

them usually found—or their administrators did—that the re¬ 

sale market for Proof double eagles was only slightly over face 

value. The late B. Max Mehl reported that in the early 1920s, 

Proof double eagles of the late 19th and early 20"' centuries had 

virtually no resale value, and an owner might say something 

such as, “Would you like to buy this, or should I spend it?” 

Today, any Proof double eagle is a rarity, and Proofs of the 

1860s and 1870s are incredibly so. Starting with the Bass sale 

in 1999, and given an unlimited bank account, the most dedi¬ 

cated numismatist will probably not be able to complete a set 

of such pieces within the next 10 to 20 years. In a way, this is 

just fine—or at least we would consider it fine if we were a 

Internet or computer mogul. The thrill of the hunt is part of 

the game, and just as Harry Bass in some 30 years of collect¬ 

ing was not able to acquire certain Proofs, today’s buyer will 

not be able to either—unless the American Numismatic Soci¬ 

ety wants to sell its collection (heaven forbid!). Returning to 

reality, such coins are at once wonderful, exciting, and rare. 

Just to catalogue and gaze upon them in the Bass Collection 

as they pass through our hands is a thrilling experience. Own 

ership provides the ultimate excitement. Our congratulations 

to the successful bidders for this and other treasures. 

PCGS Population: 3: none finer. 

Date logotype centered. 
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1872 1879 MS-61. Brilliant and lustrous. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, December 16, 1971. 

Lustrous Double Eagle Trio 

1873 Trio of double eagles, all AU: ☆ 1879 AU-55 ☆ 1879-S AU-55 

☆ 1881-S AU-58. All brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 3 pieces) 

Key 1879-CC $20 

1874 1879-CC AU-50 (PCGS). Light yellow gold. Much mint lustre 

is still seen in protected areas on the obverse and in many ar¬ 

eas on the reverse, the latter being somewhat prooflike. For a 

long time the 1879-CC, with a mintage of 10,708, has been re¬ 

garded as a key date. Significantly, Walter Breen notes: “Usu¬ 

ally in low grades, prohibitively rare Uncirculated.” 

Purchased from Ed Shapiro, December 16, 1971. 

Lustrous 1879-S $20 

1876 1879-S MS-62 (PCGS). A lustrous, attractive specimen which 

in this grade is fairly scarce. 

PCGS Population: 15; none finer. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 7, 1972. 

Attractive $20 Trio 

1877 Trio of double eagles: ☆ 1879-S AU-55. Light color gold. Lus 

trous, particularly on the reverse ☆ 1880 AU-55. Brilliant 

1881-S AU-58. Brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 3 pieces) 

Important 1879-0 $20 

1875 1879-0 EF-40. Sharply struck and very attractive. Much mint 

lustre still remains, particularly on the reverse. 

Among branch mint $20 coins of this era, the 1879-0 stands 

out for its remarkably low mintage of 2,325 pieces. Further, it 

is the last coin of this denomination struck at New Orleans. 

From a viewpoint of comparable mintages, only the 1856-0 

registers a lower number. Any appearance of an 1879-0 is a 

numismatic event. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, October 7, 1968, in a transac¬ 

tion involving another coin plus a cash differential. As the 1879-0 is 

a scarce date, Harry Bass noted that Mike Brownlee had acquired 

another piece from a Mr. Rann several years later in August 1973, 

this other coin being “15 points less. ” In an era in which not everyone 

used numbers to describe coins, Harry iuas ahead of his time, as he 

used a numerical system for all of his gold issues. This way he could 

easily keep track of them on his computer-another field in which 

Harry ivas ahead of his time, being attracted to these electronic devices 

years before the typical coin collector or dealer took advantage of 

thestorage and calculating power of such devices. 
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Impressive and Rare 1880 Proof $20 

None Finer Graded 

1878 1880 Proof-64 (PCGS). An impressive and beautiful specimen 

of the rare Proof 1880 double eagle, a coin of which 36 Proofs 

were struck but—again—only eight to 10 are known today. 

Many of the finest collections of double eagles ever assembled 

lacked a Proof striking of this date. Among the relatively few 

that remain today, the present coin is of a quality that no finer 

pieces have been graded by PCGS. Again, a truly formidable rar¬ 

ity comes to auction. Be there! 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

Concerning the number of different specimens we have no idea, except 

to say that it is a very popular procedure for holders of gold rarities to re¬ 

submit pieces for grading. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, August 16, 1971. 
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Key 1881 Double Eagle 

Elusive Business Strike 

Condition Census 

1879 1881 AU-55 (PCGS). For many years the 1881 has been re¬ 

garded as one of the key issues among double eagles in an era 

in which Philadelphia Mint coins are sometimes awesome. Just 

2,200 business strikes were made, most of which have disap¬ 

peared. Walter Breen estimates that only 16 to 20 survive in all 

grades. Perhaps lending further radiance to the desirability of 

the present piece it is a fact that Harry Bass was never able to 

obtain a Proof of this date in a quality which pleased him. 

PCGS Population: 2: 3 finer (MS-60 finest). 

Purchased from Frank Sternberg, Zurich, November 24, 1967. 

Remarkable 1882 Proof $20 Rarity 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1880 1882 Proof-63 (PCGS). Of this date 59 pieces were struck, but 

probably no more than half that number found buyers. Today 

the population is variously estimated as between a dozen and 

20 pieces, of which the present coin is certainly in the top 50% 

quality-wise. 

The decade of the 1880s represents an incredible era com¬ 

bining the rarity of Proofs with, in many instances, extremely 

elusive related business strikes. Concerning the latter, just 590 

business strikes were made of the 1882 year—with fewer than 

eight survivors reported, according to Walter Breen. Thus, 

while the present 1882 is not a Proof-only date, the number of 

business strikes filling demand for the year is insignificant. 

PCGS Population: 2; 5 finer (Proof-65 finest). 

From Stack’s sale of May 1974, Lot 527; previously from the Miles 

Collection, October 1968, Lot 907. 
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Attractive 1882-CC $20 

1881 1882-CC MS-60. Brilliant, lustrous, and quite attractive. An ex¬ 

cellent representative of the date, variety, and grade designa¬ 

tion. Ever popular due to the mintmark. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

2501. 

Relatively High-Grade 1882-CC $20 

1882 1882-CC AU-55 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous. A relatively 

high-grade example of this Carson City issue. Frosty surfaces 

overall. 

From Lester Merkin’s sale of October 1966, Lot 444. 

1883 1882-CC AU-53 (PCGS). This piece must have been daz/ling at 

the moment of its mintage, and must have challenged in ap¬ 

pearance a full Philadelphia Mint Proof! On the reverse a 

scratch is seen in the motto, somewhat hidden, but visible 

readily enough upon inspection, perhaps prompting the AU- 

53 designation in the PCGS laboratory, rather than, say, AU- 

58. Another example of this popular Carson City issue. 

From Stack’s sale of the Alto Collection, December 1970, Lot 450. 
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Legendary Proof 1883 $20 Rarity 

Condition Census 

1884 1883 Proof-64 (PCGS). A coin of breathtaking quality, in rich 

yellow gold—as you like it—with frosted cameo devices set 

against deep mirror fields. By any reckoning—and we have cer¬ 

tainly seen our share of gold rarities and are qualified to make 

this comment—this is one of the most awesome, most incred¬ 

ible examples of the issue ever to come to market. 

The fame of the 1883 is long-encluring and is traced to its sta¬ 

tus as a Proof-only issue in the $20 series. In this year no busi¬ 

ness strikes were made for circulation. Mint records seem to 

suggest that 92 were struck, but this is not at all certain, and 

for a long time the figure of 40 reached print. The point is per¬ 

haps moot, for not even 40 were sold, and today the popula¬ 

tion is far fewer. Walter Breen has suggested “possibly 18 to 24 

survive, several impaired,” while David Akers checks in with a 

comment, “the exact number still in existence is impossible to 

know with certainty due to overlapping and unclear pedi¬ 

grees. However, a reasonable estimate would be 15 to 18.” 

The Smithsonian Institution has two examples, and the 

American Numismatic Society has one. Certain other pieces 

are impaired. Thus, is readily seen that in terms of market 

availability there may be no more than a dozen coins to 

match the quality and beauty of the Bass Collection speci¬ 

men. One can readily imagine that this will be a centerpiece 

in the cabinet of its next owner. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (Proof-65 finest). 

The position of the date logotype on this Proof is not as important as 

on earlier issues, as beginning in 1877 the position of the head of Miss 

Liberty was altered, providing a larger area. Thus, virtually all issues have 

good positioning. 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 476. 
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1885 1883-CC AU-55. Light yellow gold. A very nice example of this 
popular Carson City issue. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, November 11, 1969. 

1886 1883-CC AU-50. Lustrous and frosty. A very affordable Carson 

City coin—a nice addition to a date or type set. 

From Abner Kreisberg's sale of September 1971, Lot 1256. 

1887 1883-CC VF-35. A final example of the issue. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Sanford Collection, May 1968, Lot 
2502. 

Mint State 1883-S $20 

1888 1883-S MS-62 (PCGS). Somewhat prooflike on both sides. A 

far above average example of a date that is quite common in 

lesser grades, but is usually heavily bagmarked. The present 

piece escaped such a fate and is one of the finest we have seen. 

Reverse with tiny, somewhat filled mintmark S. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 4, 1972. 

1889 1883-S MS-62. Lustrous and frosty. 

While date variations are not as noticeable among double eagles of the 

Type III design (1877-1907), occasionally a notable example is seen. On the 

present piece the date logotype is more than twice as close to the neck trun¬ 

cation as to the dentils, whereas on most other issues, the date is reasonably 

centered. 

From Stack’s sale of December 1972, Lot 945. 

Octette of Type III $20s 

San Francisco Origin 

1890 Eight different of San Francisco Type III $20s: ☆ 1883- LF-45 

☆ 1884-S VF-35 ☆ 1887-S AU-50 ☆ 1888-S EF-40 ☆ 1889-S AU- 

58 ☆ 1890-S AU-58 ☆ 1891-S AU-58 ☆ 1892-S AU-55. A very 

attractive lustrous group. (Total: 8 pieces) 
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Famous 1884 $20 Rarity 
Another Legendary Proof-Only Date 

Condition Census 

1891 1884 Proof-63 (PCGS). A splendid specimen of a rich gold 

hue. Somewhat cameo-like in its overall appearance. A few 

marks are seen in the obverse field, otherwise this piece might 

well be called Proof-64 or even Proof-65 (perhaps with the 

“grade inflation” that seems to be occurring, even with these 

marks it would not be surprising to see it reholdered at a 

higher grade later). Call it as you will, and certainly the PCGS 

attribution of Proof-63 is conservative and satisfying, although 

our call would have been “Proof-64.” 

Similar to the 1883, the 1884 is a Proof-only date. The mint¬ 

age is recorded as 71 pieces, from which, per Walter Breen, 

“possibly 16 to 20 survive, some impaired.” We also mention 

that the Smithsonian Institution has two and the American 

Numismatic Society has one. Thus, again the number of truly 

choice pieces in private hands is likely fewer than a dozen, and 

in any event is somewhat fewer than the 1883. 

In our sale of the Eliasberg Collection specimen in 1982 we 

quoted Walter Breen’s comment, “This date has been subject 

to hysterical trumpetings of rarity since the fact came out in 

1946 that the extraordinary F.C.C. Boyd Collection lacked 

an 1884.” Of course, Breen could have easily said that just 

about every other important American collection also 

lacked an 1884! As one of many examples, the William 

Forrester Dunham sale, conducted by B. Max Mehl in 1941, 

had no 1884 Proof $20, but filled the date by having an 1884- 

CC (in VF preservation). 

Among Philadelphia Mint Proofs of the Liberty Head de¬ 

sign, the two most famous dates are the 1883 and 1884, of¬ 

fered in the present sale, a bridesmaid being the 1887. This 

trio constitutes the full panorama of Proof-only issues of the 

largest regular American gold denomination. While the 

1887 is eminently desirable and wonderful to own, the lime¬ 

light has always focused more intensely on the 1883 and 

1884. 

PCGS Population: 3; 5 finer (Proof-65 finest). 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 482. 
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1892 1884-CC AU-55. Bright yellow gold. Highly lustrous, particu¬ 

larly on the reverse. Some iridescent stains and carbon marks 

are seen on the neck, netting the value to the equivalent of, 

say, 10 or 15 points below the technical grade. 

Purchased from the Goliad Corporation, May 3, 1973. 

Brilliant 1884-S $20 

1893 1884-S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant and lustrous, a very beautiful 

coin which shows some bagmarks, as might be expected, but 

far fewer than normally encountered for this particular issue. 

As such, it is just as much a find for the buyer today as it was 

when Harry W. Bass acquired it 28 years ago. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 24, 1971. 

Lovely 1884-S $20 

1894 1884-S MS-62 (PCGS). Brilliant with semi-prooflike obverse. A 

high-grade example of an issue, which, when seen, is apt to be 

very worn. 

Purchased from Michael G. Brownlee, April 17, 1967. 
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Gem Proof 1885 $20 
Well Known Rare Date 

Condition Census 

1895 1885 Proof-65 (PCGS). A splendid coin of a quality which we 

have seldom seen offered. Of the 78 Proofs minted, perhaps 

15 or so can be traced today, of which at least three are im¬ 

pounded in institutions, and several others are impaired. 

Thus, the present coin, a glittering cameo gem, is of incredible 

importance. 

While the 1885 does not have Proof-only status similar to the 

1883, 1884, and 1887, it comes fairly close, as the related busi¬ 

ness strike mintage was only 751 pieces. In annals of double 

eagles, the Philadelphia Mint coins of the 1880s are of para- 

mount importance and desirability. How fortunate we are 

that the present listing contains these great rarities. 

PCGS Population: 2; 1 finer (Proof-66). 

How the others compare to the Bass coin is not known, but it is recalled 

that not only do Bass Collection coins have high numbers, but, equally 

important (in our opinion), virtually all Bass coins have excellent aes¬ 

thetic appeal. 

From Superior's sale of February 1973, Lot 934, but acquired 

later by Harry Bass via trade. 
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Remarkable Business Strike 1885 $20 

Highest PCGS Grade 

(2X photo) 

1896 1885 MS-63 (PCGS). A business strike not a Proof, although it 

does possess ample Proof surfaces. While it would be somewhat 

logical that the same die pair would be used to make business 

strikes as well as Proofs, this is not the case in the present in¬ 

stance, and a close comparison of the illustrations will reveal 

that the date on the business strikes is placed slightly differently, 

farther to the left, with the 8 centered under the B (J.B.L.), while 

on the Proofs the center of the 8 is ever so slightly to the right. 

Warm gold obverse. The reverse is the same, save for some 

copper toning around the upper rim. The reverse die, while 

highly prooflike, is different from that used to strike Proofs, 

the latter having a small lump at the upper left of the F (OF). 

As noted under our offering of the Proof of this date, re¬ 

lated business strikes amounted to just 751 pieces. Rela¬ 

tively few exist, and of those, quoting Breen, “Most are EF 

to AU.” As to the total surviving population it is a guess, 

and Walter Breen's estimate of 12 to 15 seems to be as 

good as any. From any aspect, from any evaluation, here in¬ 

deed is a prime rarity. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

From NERCA’s sale of the Mocatta Collection, July 1979, Lot 

469. 

Pair of Lustrous Double Eagles 

1897 Duo of About Uncirculated double eagles: ☆ 1885-S AU-58. 

Light yellow gold ☆ 1888 AU-55. Highly lustrous. Many 

bagmarks on the obverse, some deep, keep this from a higher 

grade. (Total: 2 pieces) 
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Incredible Proof 1886 Double Eagle 

Superb Gem Rarity 

High Condition Census 

1898 1886 Proof-65 (PCGS). A superb specimen—the grading num¬ 

ber says it all from a technical viewpoint—with the added at¬ 

traction of having a warm rich golden color and absolutely 

breathtaking eye appeal. And, as if that were not enough, 

while the 1886 is not quite a Proof-only date, probably no more 

than a dozen business strikes survive (from a mintage of 1,000 

such pieces), placing additional market pressure on the few 

surviving Proofs. Moreover, there were no branch mint issues 

this year, thus, anyone wanting the date 1886 must of necessity 

acquire a Philadelphia Proof or business strike, both of which 

are elusive. 

Regarding the Proofs, the Mint posted a production of 106 

pieces, but most probably fewer than half of that number actu¬ 

ally saw distribution. Today it is doubtful if as many as two 

dozen survive, few if any of which can match the present coin 

in quality. Here, indeed, is one of the great showpieces in 

the Bass Collection, a prize that will be a focal point in any 

cabinet of which it becomes a part. 

PCGS Population: 3: 1 finer (Proof-66). 

Date logotype placed low. 

Walter Breen notes that Proofs were made in each quarter of 1886, 

with 31 in the first quarter, 15 in the second, 15 in the third, and 45 in the 

fourth. Of these, 25 were included in sets that were available for sale (but 

not necessarily sold) in February. These figures would seem to indicate 

that by the end of the third quarter more 1886 Proof $20 pieces were 

needed, or perhaps it was anticipated that they would be needed, or oth¬ 

erwise 45 more would not have been made. However, as noted, it is 

highly unlikely that even half of the mintage found buyers. 

From, Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 494. From the 

Philadelphia Mint, February 2, 1886. 
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Famous 1887 $20 Rarity 

Proof-Only Issue 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1899 1887 Proof-64 (PCGS). “Warm” gold as with the preceding 

Proofs. Similarly, the illustrious head of Miss Liberty set 

against deep mirror fields gives an overall cameo aspect to the 

entire obverse. A splendid specimen of this highly important 

Proof-only date; no related pieces were minted for circulation. 

Only 121 Proofs were minted, but, again, it is highly unlikely 

that even half were sold. Walter Breen states “possibly 20-25 

survive, some impaired.” We firmly second this opinion. 

The present coin completes the trio of Proof-only issues in 

the double eagle series, the others being the earlier-offered 

1883 and 1884. In the entire span of American numismatic his¬ 

tory only a few major collections have ever had a complete of¬ 

fering. And, of those, few have equaled the quality of the Bass 

Collection coins. 

PCGS Population: 8; 2 finer (Proof-65). 

We would not be at all surprised if these numbers included multiple sub¬ 

missions. 

We recall many years ago that a fine client and friend, Mr. Nat Scohen of 

Portland, Oregon, who enjoyed 19,h-century Proofs, and specialized in the 

silver series, was offered a beautiful Proof 1887 $20 by dealer Jerry Cohen 

(who at the time was in Tucson, Arizona, prior to moving his business to 

Beverly Hills). He purchased it immediately, and for a long time afterward 

this was the gem of his entire collection. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1271. 

Quality Selection of 

San Francisco Double Eagles 

1900 A quality group of eight different San Francisco issues: ☆ 

1887-S VF-35 ☆ 1889-S AU-50 ☆ 1890-S AU-55 ☆ 1891-S AU-55 

☆ 1892-S AU-50 ☆ 1893-S MS-60 ☆ 1894-S AU-58 ☆ 1895-S 

MS-60 An interesting and valuable selection. (Total: 8 pieces) 

San Francisco Mint $20 Grouping 

1901 Offering of San Francisco double eagles, all different dates 

and mints: ☆ 1887-S VF-20, harshly cleaned ☆ 1891-S MS-60 

PL ☆ 1893-S EF-45, cleaned ☆ 1895-S AU-55 ☆ 1896-S AU-58 

☆ 1899-S AU-58. Mostly brilliant and lustrous, save for those 

with cleaning. (Total: 6 pieces) 
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Landmark Gem Proof 1888 $20 

Solo Highest PCGS Grade 

1902 1888 Proof-65 (PCGS). A splendid specimen, one of the finest 

known, from among an estimated 35 to 40 examples remain¬ 

ing from a stated mintage of 102 Proofs. As Walter Breen 

points out, many of the surviving Proofs are damaged. The 

present coin, an absolute gem of breathtaking quality, 

stands tall and proud as one of the very finest of its issue. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1273 
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Rare Proof 1889 $20 

Condition Census 

1903 1889 Proof-62 (PCGS). A very pleasing specimen from a casual 

viewpoint, exhibiting as it does the “warm” golden surfaces we 

have come to expect from a Bass Collection Proof, and also 

the cameo-like devices. However, upon close examination 

there are some lines in the field, accounting for the assigned 

numerical grade. 

The mintage of Proofs in 1889 was just 41 coins, perhaps re¬ 

flecting the true demand for Proofs of this denomination dur¬ 

ing the era—as we have felt (and stated) that certain earlier 

mintages made in larger numbers were not fully sold. Thus, 

perhaps the figure of 41 more closely represents the market. 

However, as perhaps only a dozen or so Proofs exist today—in¬ 

deed this is a Proof rarity—it would not strain one’s imagination 

to suggest that no more than 25 or 30 were sold. One can read 

long and carefully through 19th-century numismatic auction 

catalogues, contemporary accounts printed in the American 

Journal of Numismatics, and elsewhere, and encounter very few 

mentions of collectors who were seriously interested in acquir¬ 

ing Proof $20 pieces by date. 

PCGS Population: 1; 3 finer (Proof-65 finest). 

In the modern annals of numismatics we know of just one individual who 

came close to acquiring a full collection of Proof $1 through $20 pieces from 

1858 to 1915, the late Ed Trompeter (whose collection was later broken up 

and sold by Superior, Heritage, and Tangible Assets Galleries). Regarding 

the formation of a collection by date and mintmark varieties, not necessarily 

including Proofs, and not including the 1861 Philadelphia Mint Paquet re¬ 

verse variety, a half dozen or so numismatists have succeeded in the task, 

perhaps the best known collection being that of Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., 

which we showcased at auction in October 1982. 

From Stack’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1276. 

Attractive San Francisco Double Eagles 

1904 Quality selection of eight San Francisco Mint double eagles: 

☆ 1889-S AU-55 ☆ 1890-S AU-55 ☆ 1891-S EF-45 ☆ 1892-S EF- 
45 ☆ 1893-S AU-58 ☆ 1894-S AU-50 ☆ 1895-S AU-58 ☆ 1898-S 

MS-60. An interesting selection. (Total: 8 pieces) 
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Marvelous Proof 1890 Double Eagle 

Condition Census 

1905 1890 Proof-64 (PCGS). A marvelous specimen with beautiful 

rich golden surfaces. A lovely cameo with frosted devices set 

against deep mirror fields. One of the finest we have seen of 

this low-mintage date. 

Again, we have at hand a major rarity as, indeed, can be said 

of virtually any double eagle in Proof format. For the 1890 

only 55 pieces were struck, with about 15 accounted for today. 

There is no way of knowing precisely how many different exist. 

Of those few that do survive, several are in institutional hold¬ 

ings or other collections and are not likely to come on the mar¬ 

ket, and others are impaired. 

When evaluating the Bass Collection Proofs, it is important 

to realize that Harry Bass felt that time was on his side—and if a 

coin was not one of the very' finest known specimens of the 

variety, he simply didn’t buy it. Thus, when Proofs in such 

grades as Proof-55 through Proof-62 were offered, with rela¬ 

tively few exceptions he passed them by. This general phi¬ 

losophy echoed that of Emery May Holden Norweb, who 

was careful to study in advance the characteristics of the 

pieces she desired, and if quality was not present, no pur¬ 

chase was made. Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr., likewise sought out 

superb specimens, and in the last century T. Harrison 

Garrett employed a similar philosophy. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (Proof-65). 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff April 24, 1972. 
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Memorable Proof 1891 $20 Rarity 

Incredible Proof-67 

Solo PCGS High Grade 

1906 1891 Proof-67 (PCGS). We could stop right here, as probably 

90% of the buyers “out there” follow numbers and do not 

need much else in the way of narrative. However, narrative is 

indeed important to the remaining 10% of potential buyers 

(which category includes a generous measure of the connois¬ 

seurs among us). On the present coin, lustrous devices set 

against deep mirrored fields give a beautiful cameo effect, and 

the overall coloration is of a warm golden hue. 

While the elegant state of preservation and the beautiful ap¬ 

pearance of this 1891 Proof are excellent recommendations 

pointing to great bidding enthusiasm, the overall rarity of lhe 

1891 is also important. Just 52 Proofs were minted, of which 

fewer than 20 different pieces have been traced. Among these 

are institutionally held coins as well as impaired pieces. It 

may well be that the Bass Collection specimen has no peer. 

Moreover, the date 1891 is rare in business strike form, as 

only 1,390 pieces were made. Regarding these, Breen writes: 

“Possibly 12 business strikes survive, of which four are AU to 

Unc, the rest VF to EF.” Thus, not only is the present coin 

rare as a Proof, but there are no significant business strikes 

to mount a challenge to its courtly position. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack's sale of the Di Bello Collection. May 1970. Lot 

1281. 
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Lustrous 1891-S Double Eagle 

1907 1891-S MS-63. A splendid specimen widi satiny lustre on ob¬ 

verse and reverse, a treat to the eye. 

Beginning in a significant way in the late 1870s, American $20 pieces were 

shipped in large quantities overseas, and tended to remain there. In 1933, 

when President Franklin D. Roosevelt called in gold coins, Americans hold¬ 

ing double eagles surrendered them to banks. There had been a rush away 

from gold bullion held by national governments, with the result that foreign 

banks and governments had not the slightest interest in exchanging gold 

coins for American paper money and held on to them as tightly as ever. In 

what certainly could be called a fraud or imposition upon the American 

public—although we do not recall it ever being cast this way in an historical 

account we have read—not soon after gold coins were called in, Roosevelt 

raised the official bullion price of gold from $20 an ounce to over $34, with 

the profit going to the government, not to the citizenry. 

Years later, vaults in foreign lands yielded large quantities of double 

eagles, including many Mint State pieces from the late 1870s onward. How¬ 

ever, among Liberty Head issues, most that survived in Mint State were apt 

to be heavily bagmarked, from being jostled around for a long time. Today, 

there are any number of $20 issues, particularly of the San Francisco Mint, 

that are more or less obtainable in AU grades and lower levels of Mint State, 

but which at MS-63 or finer are quite elusive or even rare. 

In recent times, particularly in the present year (1999), there has been a 

rush away from gold, with the result that foreign banks have been selling the 

metal or announcing that they were going to do so, and financial analysts 

have warned people against holding gold bullion. Interestingly, these same 

financial analysts said little if anything about selling gold bullion when it was 

twice the price that it is today! The world economy is coming up roses, all of 

the pigeons are swans, and sunlight bathes the economic community. Gold 

is staid, old-fashioned, and not worth having—especially when one can pur¬ 

chase high technology stocks and other “hot” items. It would be interesting 

to compare 10 years from now (and we invite someone to write us and fur¬ 

nish an analysis at that time) how an investment in $10,000 worth of basic 

gold bullion made on June 15, 1999, as we are working on catalogue prepa¬ 

ration of the Bass coins—we compared it with $10,000 spent by purchasing 

an equal amount (dollar-wise) of the five most actively traded Internet 

stocks on the same day. 

The lower current price of gold bullion has had a very beneficial effect 

upon scarce and rare gold coins—pieces that have been collector’s items for a 

long time. Numismatic demand is as strong as we have ever seen it, or even 

stronger. We suspect that as new areas of communication are opened and 

popularized—such as television shopping programs and Internet auctions 

and offerings—more and more people will discover the excitement of numis¬ 

matics, and after perhaps spending their money foolishly and buying with¬ 

out knowledge, will settle down to buying books and becoming serious col¬ 

lectors. There is something special in a psychological sense about working 

on and hoping to complete a date set of coins. Building a type set or a date 

set, and striving to fill the last empty spaces, yields a satisfaction similar to 

that of completing a difficult crossword puzzle or a double-crostic challenge. 

As we catalogue the present double eagles in the Harry W. Bass, Jr., Col¬ 

lection we reflect upon how historical, how interesting, how numismatically 

significant each piece is—whether common or rare, in worn condition or 

Mint State. F.ach coin is a link with American history, with numismatics, and 

with the life of Harry Bass. 

Purchased from John Smies, June 22, 1967. 

Gem Proof 1892 Double Eagle 

Condition Census Quality 

(2X photo) 

1908 1892 Proof-65 (PCGS). A breathtakingly beautiful cameo of 

warm golden appearance—a coin that combines beauty, rarity, 

and just about any other attribute desired! Again, this is an in¬ 

credible opportunity for the connoisseur. 

PCGS Population: 2: 1 finer (Proof-66). 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Marks Collection, November 1971, 

Lot 1661. 
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Mint State 1892-CC $20 

Solo High PCGS Grade 

1909 1892-CC MS-62 (PCGS). Well struck, brilliant, and lustrous. 

On the reverse there is a tinge of copper toning near the bor¬ 

der. All in all, this is a lovely, indeed memorable specimen of 

one of the scarcest issues of its era. Some 27,265 coins were 

minted, most of which entered the channels of bullion distri¬ 

bution in America and in foreign trade. Today, as Douglas 

Winter and Larry Cutler have written, examples are seen with 

some frequency on the market and are not particularly diffi¬ 

cult to locate “in any grade except Uncirculated.” Moreover, the 

same authors state that many if not most Uncirculated pieces 

are heavily bagmarked. The Bass Collection coin is excep¬ 

tional. 

Reverse with a tracer)' of delicate cracks among the letters and through 

the tips of the rays commencing at TED (UNITED) and continuing clock¬ 

wise to below M (AMERICA); another crack is seen from the border past the 

final A, to the band on which UNUM is inscribed. 

Purchased from Douglas Weaver, February 29, 1973. 

Splendid Proof 1893 $20 Rarity 

(2X photo) 

1910 1893 Proof-64 (PCGS). A lovely specimen, again with a cameo 

effect, and again with warm golden toning. From the reported 

mintage of 59 pieces, fewer than half can be traced today. The 

exact number of survivors will never be known, due to overlap¬ 

ping pedigrees, resubmissions to the grading services, etc. An¬ 

other major opportunity, the solo specimen graded by PCGS at 

the Proof-64 level, with not an equal or finer coin anywhere in 

sight! 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

Interestingly and curiously, there are two Proof die varieties known of this 

issue. The first is described by Breen ( Encyclopedia of United States and Colo¬ 

nial Proof Coins 1722-1989, p. 195) as having the date low and to the left. The 

second variety, which conforms to the description of the Bass Collection 

coin, has the date placed to the right and more or less centered. 

Why multiple dies were used for any of the short run Proofs of the 1890s 

is not known with certainty. Among silver dollars of 1895, 880 Proofs were 

struck from at least five different obverse dies. Inasmuch as no specimens 

are known with significant die cracks (which would indicate die failure), it 

is a mystery as to why multiple Proof dies were employed. The suggestion 

has been advanced (not relating to the 1895 Proof dollar but to other 

Proofs of the year) that Proofs were struck in small numbers from a given 

die, which had been polished for that purpose, after which the die was 

simply used to make circulation strikes. Later, if additional Proofs were 

needed, a new die was given high polish, a few more Proofs were made, 

and again the die was used to produce circulation strikes. Although nu¬ 

mismatic research interest is hardly focused on this rather arcane aspect 

oflate 19lh-century Proof coinage, it would be interesting to study minute 

die characteristics among certain Proofs and logical candidates for related 

business strikes (those with highly prooflike surfaces) and see if am con¬ 

nections can be made. 

From Stack's sale of September 1996, Lot 3275. 

155 BOWERS AND MERENA 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part II 

Date Run of Philadelphia Mint $20s 

1911 Date run of Philadelphia Mint double eagles: ☆ 1893 MS-60 

☆ 1894 AU-58 ☆ 1895 AU-58 ☆ 1896 AU-58 ☆ 1897 AU-58 ☆ 
1898 AU-58. Attractive and desirable. (Total: 6 pieces) 

Group of Philadelphia Mint $20s 

1912 Selection of Philadelphia Mint double eagles, all different 
dates: ☆ 1893 EF-45 ☆ 1895 AU-50 ☆ 1896 AU-55 ☆ 1898 AU- 

58 ☆ 1900 AU-55 ☆ 1901 AU-53 ☆ 1903 AU-50 ☆ 1904 AU-58. 

All with pleasing mint lustre. (Total: 8 pieces) 

Mint State 1893-CC $20 

1913 1893-CC MS-60. Brilliant and highly lustrous, save for an area 

of orange oxidation at the upper left of the reverse, for which 

we have-deducted a couple of grade points. Sharply struck and 

quite desirable, an ever-popular variety that is significant as the 

last Carson City coinage. 

Date slightly low. Die cracks around much of the border including the 

stars and date. Perhaps this wras one of the very last Carson City double 

eagles minted! 

Purchased from N.K.S.,July 7, 1970. 

Beautiful Proof 1894 $20 Rarity 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1914 1894 Proof-64 (PCGS). A very attractive Proof, with somewhat 

lighter gold color than the preceding run. Cameo-like with 

frosted devices. One of perhaps two dozen remaining from a 

mintage of 50 coins. Again, among other Proofs of this date, 

certain pieces are institutionally held and others are notably 

impaired. 

PCGS Population: 5; 2 finer (Proof-65). 

From Quality Sales Corporation's sale of September 1973, Lot 

1311. 
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Gem Proof 1895 Double Eagle 

Highest Graded by PCGS 

Condition Census 

QrQjy 

k TRCfe 
^ £ 

1915 1895 Proof-65 (PCGS). A splendid specimen, virtual perfec¬ 

tion. Rich golden surfaces with cameo-like aspects. A more 

beautiful, more desirable Proof 1895 will probably never come 

to hand. 

In keeping with the general theme of the era, perhaps half or 

so of the pieces remain from the original mintage of 51 coins 

and, of those that do survive, several are institutionally held, 

and quite a few are nicked, scratched, or otherwise impaired. 

The present coin is a rare and elegant numismatic prize. 

PCGS Population: 2; none finer. 

How other pieces compare to the Bass Collection coin in the combination 

of high number plus aesthetic appeal is not known to the cataloguer. 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 520. 
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Liberty $20 Quartette 

1916 Liberty double eagle quartette: 44 1895 AU-58 (2) 1903 MS- 

62 ☆ 1903 MS-60. All brilliant with attractive mint lustre. (To¬ 

tal: 4 pieces) 

Liberty $20 Quintette 

1917 Liberty double eagle quintette: ☆ 1895 AU-55 PL ☆ 1896 MS 

60 ☆ 1900 MS-62 ☆ 1900-S AU-50 ☆ 1903 MS-62, spotted tor 

ing. All with nice lustre. (Total: 5 pieces) 

Gem Proof 1896 Double Eagle 

(2X photo) 

1918 1896 Proof-65 (PCGS). Another memorable gem coin, a piece 

which comes about as close to perfection as we have ever seen 

on a Proof of this date. Certainly, one could search years be¬ 

fore finding an equivalent. 

The Proof production figure for this year had an uptick and 

was registered at 128 pieces, for reasons not clear, as, quoting 

Breen, “Possibly 20 to 25 Proofs survive, some impaired.” 

Most probably no more than 40 to 50 ever found buyers. As 

we commented in an earlier note, one can read carefully 

through contemporary reports of the late 19th century' and 

encounter very' few mentions of any numismatists who were 

collecting Proof $20 pieces bv date. 

PCGS Population: 5: 3 finer (Proof-67 finest). 

From Stack's Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 524, to another 

buyer, later acquired by Harry Bass in trade. 
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1919 1896-S MS-62. Brilliant and lustrous. A highly affordable Mint 

State example from the late 19th century. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, April 28, 1967. 

Lovely 1897 Proof $20 Rarity 

(2X photo) 

1920 1897 Proof-64 (PCGS). Rich, deep yellow gold surfaces. 

Cameo appearance. Another Proof double eagle which is im¬ 

portant enough due to its high technical or numerical grade, 

but beyond that has truly significant eye appeal. If the writer 

(QDB) were engaged in the elite pursuit of collecting Proof 

$20 pieces by date, we would much rather have a Proof-64 of 

beautiful aesthetic appeal than a technical Proof-65 or -66 with 

washed-out or unattractive surfaces. (Of course, we would say 

the same thing about coins other than double eagles, about 

business strikes, or just about anything under the numismatic 

sun.) 

PCGS Population: 9; 1 finer (Proof-65). 

From Stack ’s sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 125. 

San Francisco $20 Grouping 

1921 Offering of San Francisco Mint Liberty Head double eagles, 

all different dates: ☆ 1897-S MS-60, light reddish orange en¬ 

crustation near date ☆ 1899-S EF-40 ☆ 1900-S AU-53 ☆ 1901-S 

VF-20 ☆ 1902-S AU-50 ☆ 1903-S AU-55 ☆ 1904-S AU-53 ☆ 
1905-S EF-45, cleaned ☆ 1906-S AU-55 ☆ 1907-S AU-50. The 

higher grade pieces are mostly brilliant with nice lustre. (Total: 

10 pieces) 

San Francisco $20 Selection 

1922 Grouping of San Francisco Mint Liberty Head double eagles, 

all different dates: ☆ 1897-S AU-58 ☆ 1898-S AU-58 ☆ 1899-S 

AU-58 ☆ 1900-S AU-55 ☆ 1901-S AU-55. All are brilliant and 

lustrous. (Total: 5 pieces) 

San Francisco $20 Grouping 

1923 Six different Liberty Head double eagles, all from the San 

Francisco Mint: ☆ 1897-S EF-45 ☆ 1901-S EF-40 ☆ 1904-S MS- 

60. Brilliant and lustrous ☆ 1905-S VF-35 ☆ 1906-S EF-45 ☆ 
1907-S MS-60. Brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 6 pieces) 
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Superb Proof 1898 $20 

Incredible Proof-66 

Highest PCGS Grade 

1924 1898 Proof-66 (PCGS). An incredible specimen of rich yellow 

gold appearance, with cameo, frosted devices against deep 

mirror fields. Save for the delicate toning that undipped, 

uncleaned Proofs of this era have (such toning is from the 10% 

copper used as an alloy), this piece is as nice as the day it was 

made 101 years ago! 

For this year the Proof mintage figure is given as 75 pieces, of 

which fewer than half survive today. As again, and as always 

for Proofs of this era, some are institutionally held and many 

more are nicked or impaired. 

PCGS Population: 4; none finer. 

How many different pieces does this number represent? 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 532. 
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1925 1898-S MS-62 PL. An affordable high-grade San Francisco issue. 

Date with slight traces of repunching. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 17, 1968. 

1926 1898-S MS-62. Brilliant and lustrous. Warm yellow gold color. 

Date logotype low. 

Purchased from Eddie Doyle, September 21, 1972, subsequently to 

the Goliad Corporation, October 30, 1972, to Harry Bass. 

1928 1899 MS-63. Brilliant and frosty. Very attractive. 

Date centered, quite differently positioned than on the following lot. 

From Superior's sale of February 1973, Fol 967. 

1929 1899 MS-63. Brilliant and frosty. Carbon spot at lower right 

reverse. 

Date logotype low. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 2, 1973. 

Gem Proof 1899 Double Eagle 

Condition Census 

(2X photo) 

1927 1899 Proof-65 (PCGS). A gorgeous specimen, a fitting collec¬ 

tion-mate to the illustrious Proof lineup offered eat Her, and, 

like them, an exquisite coin combining a high technical grade 

with the equally important aspect of being truly beautiful to be¬ 

hold. 

PCGS Population: 6; 1 finer (Proof-66). 

The mintage this year amounted to 84 Proofs, of which perhaps slightly 

more than a third can be traced today, some institutionally held, others 

damaged. Very few Proofs can match the quality of the Bass Collection coin. 

Purchased from Abe Kosoff August 9, 1971. 

Philadelphia $20 Grouping 

1930 Grouping of Philadelphia Mint Liberty double eagles: ft 

1899 AU-58 ☆ 1900 AU-58 ft 1901 AU-58 ☆ 1903 AU-58 ft 

1904 AU-58 ft 1906 AU-55 ☆ 1907 AU-58. Most with light ton¬ 

ing, but all are lustrous. (Total: 7 pieces) 
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Choice Proof 1900 $20 Splendid Proof 1902 $20 

(2X photo) 

1931 1900 Proof-63 (PCGS). A splendid specimen from an aesthetic 

viewpoint, a gorgeous piece with rich golden surfaces and 

cameo devices. The technical grade is not as high as the pre¬ 

ceding Proofs, but this piece will stand on its own desirability- 

wise with a Proof-64 or even a Proof-65 that has been dipped or 

cleaned (there being a number of such pieces on the market). 

A picture is worth a thousand words it has been said, and view¬ 

ing this coin in person will say more for its excellent attributes 

than would an added paragraph or two of narrative. 

From Stack’s Garrett sale, May 1974, Lot 538. 

1932 1900 MS-63. Brilliant and frosty. A very attractive example of 

the last year of the 19th century or first year of the 20th cen¬ 

tury (take your pick). 

Purchased from Stanley Kessehnan, May 2, 1973. 

(2X photo) 

1933 1902 Proof-63 (PCGS). Another splendid Proof, deserving of 

the same commentary as the Proof 1900 $20 earlier offered. 

For the 1902, 114 are believed to have been minted, but fewer 

than half that number can be traced. Again, this is an incred¬ 

ible opportunity. 

From Stack’s sale of August 1976, Lot 3287. 

1934 1902 AU-58 PL. Bright yellow gold. 

Purchased from I. Kleinman, November 5, 1971. 

1935 1902 AU-58. Brilliant and lustrous. 

From Stack's ANA Sale, November 1971, Lot 2514. 

1936 1902 AU-55. Brilliant and lustrous. 

A coin such as this permits just about anyone to acquire an attractive 

double eagle with the illustrious Harry W. Bass, Jr., Collection pedigree. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

2377. 
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1937 Pair of AU-50 double eagles: ☆ 1902. Light yellow gold ☆ 
1905. Most original mint lustre still remains. A fairly high- 

grade specimen of a very elusive Philadelphia Mint date. A key 

among early 20th-century Liberty Head double eagles. (Total: 
2 pieces) 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 28, 1967. 

San Francisco $20 Grouping 

1938 Selection of San Francisco Mint Liberty Head double eagles: 

☆ 1902-S AU-55 ☆ 1903-S MS-62 ☆ 1904-S AU-55 ☆ 1905-S 

AU-50 ☆ 1906-S AU-55 ☆ 1907-S AU-55. All brilliant and lus¬ 

trous. (Total: 6 pieces) 

Gem Proof 1903 $20 

Highest PCGS Grade 

(2X photo) 

1939 1903 Proof-65 (PCGS). Wonderful rich golden surfaces. In 

this year the portrait of Miss Liberty was lightly polished at the 

Mint, with the result that this Proof $20 and all other authentic 

Proofs do not have cameo frosted heads. Among the Proof 

double eagles we have seen or handled of this date over a long 

period of years, the present coin is one of the very finest. A 

strong bid is recommended. 

The mintage of the Proof 1903 was 158 pieces, but fewer 

than a third exist today, indicating that most must have been 

melted. There is no way that this mintage would have found 

buyers in the numismatic community. 

It is worth quoting Walter Breen’s Proof Encyclopedia com¬ 

ment that most of the coins of this date that have appeared in 

the market in modern times have been cleaned—somewhat 

mysteriously so, as Breen comments that $20 pieces of this 

year in particular have been “hard hit.” Indeed, Breen men¬ 

tions the particular piece offered here in his commentary: 

“Aside from Garrett’s at $6,250 and Wolfson’s, almost the 

only choice one auctioned in the past 20 years was that in 

the Kreisberg-Shulman sale of February 1960; most others 

have been scrubbed or nicked up. Quoting the pathetic 

records on these would be a waste of time.” 

PCGS Population: 3; none finer. 

The above-quoted commentary by Breen is reflective, by contrast, of 

the quality of the Bass pieces. Today in 1999 it is a world of numbers, and 

most charts, quotations, population reports, etc., simply give a number 

and say nothing about nicks, cleaning, scrubbing, lack of aesthetic appeal, 

or anything else. However, not mentioning these situations does not 

mean that they do not exist. Indeed, they do exist. To virtually even Bass 

Collection description could be added this comment: “This is among the 

finest pieces to come on the market during the time period in which 

Harry Bass was forming his collection.” Often, Harry would consider and 

reject many coins before settling upon a single piece which he desired to 

buy. 

From Stack ’s Garrett sale, March 1976, Lot 544. 
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1940 1903 MS-63. Lustrous and frosty. 

Purchased from Leo .4. Young, April 14, 1967. 

Gem Proof 1904 Double Eagle 

Highest PCGS Graded 

(2X photo) 

1941 1904 Proof-65 (PCGS). Surface is somewhat cameo, but not as 

frosty as pre-1903. A superb, breathtaking example, one of the 

very finest we have ever seen of the date, denomination, and 

finish. Lovely warm gold color as is consistent with the quality 

in the Bass Collection. Another magnificent and notable speci¬ 

men. 

The Proof mintage this year amounted to 98 pieces, of which 

only a third or so can be traced today, indicating that most 

were probably unsold. Of those that survive, it is the same 

story—some are institutionally held and many others are 

. cleaned or impaired. 

PCGS Population: 5; none finer. 

From Harmer-Rooke's sale of October 12, 1970, Lot 3305. 

1942 1904 MS-64 PL. Bright yellow gold. A pleasing specimen of 

one of the more common issues in the $20 series—perhaps an 

ideal candidate for a type set. 

Purchased from Jimmy Hayes, August 18, 1972. 

1943 1904 MS-64. Brilliant and lustrous. A high-grade example of 

this popular date. 

From Superior’s sale of February 1973, Lot 977. 

1944 1904 MS-63. Another example of this ever popular date. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, June 3, 1968. 

1945 1904 MS-63. Yet another specimen. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, May 2, 1973. 

1946 1904-S MS-64. Highly lustrous. Quite possibly the most com¬ 

mon Liberty Head $20 at this grade level. After having noted 

that so many Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection coins are rare, it is 

only fitting that we toss in a comment concerning an issue 

which is plentiful. 

Purchased from 1. Kleinman, November 5, 1971. 

San Francisco Quintette 

1947 San Francisco quintette of double eagles: ☆ 1904-S MS-60 ☆ | 

1906-S (4). MS-60 (2), AU-50 and EF-45. Lustrous. (Total: 5 

pieces) 

464 BOWERS AND MEREN4 



The Harry W. Bass, Jr. Collection - Part // 

Splendid Proof 1905 $20 

None Finer Graded 

(2X photo) 

1948 1905 Proof-65 (PCGS). A splendid specimen. At this level here 

is a great rarity, although exactly how many different pieces are 

known is somewhat of a puzzlement (see Population Report 

below). Some 92 pieces were struck, of which fewer than half 

are known today, most of which are cleaned, impaired, etc. 

Once again, quality comes to the fore. And, not to be over¬ 

looked, is the desirability of the 1905 Philadelphia Mint 

double eagle as a date, for high-grade business strikes are very 

elusive, thus placing an additional demand upon the Proofs 

(the same comment can be made for the following Proof year, 

1906). 

PCGS Population: 10; none finer. 

How many different pieces exist? Three? Four? Five? Who knows? 

From Stack's sale of the DiBello Collection, May 1970, Lot 1310. 

Beautiful Proof 1906 $20 

(2X photo) 

1949 1906 Proof-64 (PCGS). Another lovely Proof, with the head of 

Miss Liberty somewhat lightly polished in the die—and true of 

every authentic Proof $20 of this date. The surfaces are of 

beautiful rich gold appearance. Considering the scarcity of the 

1906 date (related business strikes are elusive) and the stun¬ 

ningly beautiful appearance of the present coin, here, indeed, 

is a magnificent opportunity. 

From Harmer-Rooke’s sale of December 18, 1970, Lot 2308. 
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Denver Debut $20 

1950 1906-D MS-63. Brilliant and lustrous. First year of coinage at 

the Denver Mint. 

The “Denver Mint,” per government records was on stream beginning in 

1862, when Uncle Sam bought the private coining facilities of Clark, Gruber 

& Company. For years thereafter the establishment was carried on the 

books as the Denver Mint, and many reports can he found with this designa¬ 

tion. However, under government auspices no coins were ever minted 

there. Instead, the building served as a focal point for melting, refining, as¬ 

saying, and storage. Finally, when the Denver Mint began production, it was 

in a newly constructed facility some distance away. 

Of the several mints operating now, the Denver facility is the only one that 

is in its original structure (although we suppose that you could say that the 

West Point facility, a rather modern addition to the mint lineup, is also in its 

original place). 

In the early years of the Denver Mint much if not most of the gold came 

from Colorado itself, particularly the Cripple Creek Gold District about 75 

miles to the southwest, but also the lower hills of the Front Range of the 

Rocky Mountains immediately to the west of Denver. Thus, such early 

pieces bearing a D mintmark have a romantic “Wild West" connotation. 

Purchased fromJulian Leidman, February 16, 1972. 

Six Nice Denver $20s 

1951 Denver sextette: ☆ 1906-D (2). AU-58 and AU-50 ☆ 1907-D 

(4). MS-60, AU-58 (2) and EF-40. A desirable group. (Total: 6 

pieces) 

Superb Proof 1907 $20 

Final Year of Type 

PCGS Solo High Grade 

(2X photo) 

1952 1907 Liberty Head. Proof-66 (PCGS). A superb specimen with 

rich golden color and cameo aspects. One of the very finest 

known examples of the last date in the Liberty Head series, a. 

year that is one of the scarcest Proof varieties of the decade. 

In 1907 the recorded Proof production was 78 pieces, of 

which perhaps half or so survive, Breen again states, “many 

cleaned or impaired.” Only a handful of superb gems survive, 

and it may be a long time until a match to the present coin ap¬ 

pears on the market. This is the only Proof 1907 graded at the 

Proof-66 level by PCGS, with none higher. 

PCGS Population: 1; none finer. 

From Stack’s sale of October 1970, Lot 972 
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Prooflike 1907-D Double Eagle 

1953 1907-D MS-64 PL. With highly prooflike surfaces, a character¬ 

istic of a fair number of specimens of this date, some of which 

have been called branch mint Proofs. A lovely coin that will sat¬ 
isfy its new owner. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, February 4, 1972. 

1954 1907-D MS-63. Brilliant and lustrous. A very pleasing speci¬ 

men of the last year of the Liberty Head design. 

From Parke-Bemet Galleries’ sale of the McGraw Collection, May 

1968, Lot 107. 

1955 1907-D MS-62. Brilliant and lustrous. Another specimen of 

this issue. 

Purchased from Rowe & Brownlee, May 7, 1969, earlier from a 

Rarcoa sale. 

1956 1907-S MS-62. Brilliant and lustrous. Last of the San Francisco 

Mint Liberty Head double eagles. 

Purchased from Jack L. Klausen, June 17, 1968. 

High-Grade MCMVII $20 

1957 MCMVII (1907) High Relief. Wire Rim. MS-64. Edge repair 

on reverse rim at 4:00. A high-grade piece, although the re¬ 

pair reduces its value to a somewhat lower level. In-person 

inspection is recommended, as the coin is quite attractive 

overall. 

The story of the MCMVII $20 is one of the favorite twice-told tales of nu¬ 

mismatics, and bears a brief reiteration here: 

In 1905 Theodore Roosevelt, who had examined ancient Greek coins on 

display at the Smithsonian, and who was fascinated with their high relief and 

artistry, sought to improve the appearance of circulating United States is¬ 

sues. At the time there was a certain sameness among the silver and gold is¬ 

sues in particular, each having a Liberty Head design, the silver issues by 

Barber and the gold issues by Longacre. 

At the time America’s most famous sculptor was Augustus Saint-Gaudens, 

long of New York City, but in recent years with a studio in Cornish, New 

Hampshire (today open to the public as a National Historical Site—well 

worth visiting, by the way). It seems that Roosevelt had at least a passing per¬ 

sonal acquaintance with the artist, having encountered him earlier on a 

train, and having seen him other times as well, including during the model¬ 

ing for his presidential inauguration medal in March 1905. 

The story of Saint-Gaudens’s artistic life is a rather interesting one, replete 

with turns and twists, and enough curious goings-on that the National 

Enquirer could well take notice (a few years ago in New Yorker magazine, a 

descendant of well-known architect Stanford White—a pal of Saint-Gaudens 

when the artist lived in New York City, wrote a tell-all biography with some 

virtually unbelievable commentary). However, it is the coins that interest us 

at present. 

Roosevelt commissioned Saint-Gaudens to redesign the entire American 

coinage from the one-cent piece to the double eagle, providing a stipend of 

$5,000. In his studio he set about making sketches, most prominently for 

the cent, $10, and $20. Today these sketches are preserved in the art hives of 

Dartmouth College, located in Hanover, NIL a few miles north ol the S.iini- 

Gaudens home. 

The artist envisioned that the female figure of Victory would be ideal for 

the double eagle, this being adapted from the striding figure used in his 

Sherman Victory Monument completed in 1903 and installed in the Grand 

Army Plaza at the southeast corner of Central Park, New York City (about a 

one-minute walk from the Park Lane Hotel where the present Harry Bass 

sale will take place). Although the finished statuaiy group includes William 

Tecumseh Sherman (he of Marching Through Georgia fame) and his steed, it 

was the female figure of Victory alone that was considered for coinage possi¬ 

bilities. The motif was among the artist’s own favorites, and a number of 

separate small models of it had heen made for sale and distribution. 

By late 1906 and early 1907 the motif was well underway. The progress of 

the project is delineated in a number of places, including the present 

writer’s 1982 book United States Gold Goins: An Illustrated History. In time, 

some patterns were made with the field curving abruptly up to a high edge, 

these being called the Ultra High Relief pieces today. These were found to 

be unsatisfactory for coinage, and the fields were altered. 

At the Mint, Chief Engraver Charles Barber was quite annoyed that Presi¬ 

dent Roosevelt would have the audacity to select an artist from the outside 

world to design circulating American coins. For many years this had been 

the purview of the chief engraver and his staff. Indeed, Gobrecht, Longacre, 

and William Barber—the immediate successors to Charles Barber—had each 

turned out a string of new coinage designs. 

That the Saint-Gaudens motif was innovative there was no doubt. For the 

first time on a federal coin, the date was expressed in Roman numerals— 

MCMVII, an artistic touch, but would the public be able to decipher it? 

More of a problem, and vociferously objected to by Chief Engraver Barber, 

was the high relief of the pieces. Modern coinage presses, intended to turn 

out double eagles in quantity and at a high rate, simply could not process 

dies with such high relief. Instead, they would have to be patiently struck 

with multiple blows of the coining press, otherwise the design would not be 

brought up. In a word, the whole project was unsatisfactory. 

Theodore Roosevelt liked nothing better than a challenge, and he rose to 

the occasion admirably. He advised that if only one double eagle could be 

struck per day, so be it! Further, he fancied himself being engaged in a little 

war against the Mint, calling the project his “pet crime.” 

As it happened, the artist was in failing health, and Saint-Gaudens died of 

cancer on August 3, 1907, never seeing the final completion of his $20. The 

models, nearly ready, were finessed by his assistant, Henry Hering. Months 

later, in December 1907, the first pieces were struck. As expected, the high 

relief did cause problems, and it took three blows of the coining press to 

bring up the design to its fullest extent, a satisfactory procedure for medals, 

but hardly one for double eagles—remembering that the $20 piece was 

mainly used in international transactions, not in day-to-day commerce, and 

was strictly a utilitarian denomination. Coinage continued, and 11,250 High 

Relief pieces were struck, enough to satisfy Roosevelt. After that time, 

Charles Barber and his staff vastly modified the motif, lowered the relief 

considerably, eliminated the Roman numerals, and created new dies keep¬ 

ing the same basic design, but of different format and style. These were 

adaptable to high speed coinage from a single blow. In this form, and part¬ 

way through 1908 with the motto added, the low relief Saint-Gaudens 

double eagles were produced through 1933. 

The advent of the newly minted MCMVII High Relief $20 pieces late in 

1907 caused a sensation, and there was a mad scramble to acquire pieces. 

Immediately the coins sold at a premium, and any bank teller lucky enough 

to get one could easily get $22 for it, then $25, finally about $30. Later, the 

novelty faded, and many pieces that had been saved as souvenirs were put 

back into circulation. Today it is not known how manv MCMVII High Relief 

$20 pieces exist, but our guess is that are about 3,000 and 5,000 different 

coins. Every once in a while an author or numismatic publication will take a 

survey as to what is the finest design among American coins. Without excep¬ 

tion, to our knowledge, the MCMVII High Relief $20 has either been se¬ 

lected as the all-time favorite or one of the top several favorites. Considering 

that there are hundreds of thousands of serious collectors of rare coins, and 

just a few thousand pieces in existence, it is no wonder that when a speci¬ 

men such as the present Bass Collection example crosses the block there is a 

lot of attention paid to it. 
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Splendid MCMVII High Relief $20 

1958 MCMVII (1907) High Relief. MS-63 (PCGS). Marked by Harry 

Bass as having a “Special Finish,” in his notes. Indeed, upon 

close inspection the coin has a matte surface overall. On the 

other hand, among all other business strikes of the MCMVII 

$20, satiny or special surfaces are the rule, not the exception. 

These coins were not made with the lustrous frost that charac¬ 

terized business strikes of earlier and later dates. In the era 

before certification of coins became a reality, many pieces 

similar to this were marketed as “Proof.” Even in current times 

we have seen a few7 pieces called “Proof* that we do not believe 

are. And, among the related 1907 $10 pieces with periods in 

the legend, there has been a discussion for quite some time as 

to whether all high-grade specimens are business strikes, or 

whether all high grade specimens are Proofs (as both seem to 

have the same die characteristics). An expanded discussion is 

beyond the scope of the present offering, except to say that 

the satiny surface is very attractive, and, indeed, it may be 

“very special” in its quality. Certainly the piece is very choice. 

From NERCA’s sale of the Mocatta Collection, July 1979, Lot 491. 

Marked by Harry Bass as having a “special finish. ” 

Mint State MCMVII $20 

1959 MCMVII (1907) High Relief. Partial Wire Rim. MS-63 

(PCGS). A very nice example at this grade level of this Ameri¬ 

can numismatic classic. A coin with a great deal of eye appeal, 

not only from the original design, but from the preservation of 

the present piece. 

Purchased from Jimmy Hayes, October 6, 1972. 

Another MCMVII $20 

I960 MCMVII (1907) High Relief. Wire Rim. MS-63 (PCGS). An- 

other example of this 20th-century American classic. 

From Abe Kosoffs sale of the Shuford Collection, May 1968, Lot 

2383. 

MCMVII High Relief $20 

1961 MCMVII (1907) High Relief. Flat Rim. AU-50. Satiny surfaces 

almost resembling a Proof. A lovely example of the issue. 

There should be a space in every American collection for a 

specimen of this design. The present coin offers a nice meet¬ 

ing point between relatively high grade and relatively low 

price. 

From Stack's sale of October 1970, Lot 922. 

1962 1907 Saint-Gaudens, Arabic Date. MS-63. First year of issue 

with, regular (Arabic) date. A particularly nice example with 

“creamy” and satiny lustre. A winning piece that is worth more 

than a regular “MS-63 price.” 

Saint-Gaudens Selection 

1963 Selection of Saint-Gaudens double eagles: ☆ 1908-D Motto. 

AU-58 ☆ 1909-S AU-50 ☆ 1911-D MS-62 ☆1913 AU-58 ☆ 1915 

AU-58 ☆ 1915-S MS-60 ☆ 1916-S MS-60. An interesting and at¬ 

tractive group. (Total: 7 pieces) 

1964 1909/8 Overdate. AU-58. Warm, lustrous surfaces. A very 

pleasing example of an issue which is not often seen in this 

grade and rarely higher. Probably 90% of known examples are 

less than AU-58. Of additional importance as the only 20,h-cen- 

11117 overdate of the denomination. 

Purchased from Stanley Kesselman, March 15, 1973. 

1965 1909/8 Overdate. AU-50. Another example. 

From Paramount’s sale of May 19, 1966, Lot 657. 
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Saint-Gaudens Quintette 

1966 Saint-Gaudens double eagle quintette: ☆ 1911-D MS-63 ☆ 
1915-S MS-62 ☆ 1923-D MS-62 ☆ 1926 MS-63 ☆ 1927 AU-55. A 
desirable selection. (Total: 5 pieces) 

1967 Pair of San Francisco double eagles, grading MS-63: ☆ 1914- 
S. Brilliant and lustrous ☆ 1922-S. This is for all practical pur¬ 
poses the only readily collectible San Francisco Mint double 
eagle after 1916. Brilliant and frosty. (Total: 2 pieces) 

1968 Trio of collectible Mint State double eagles: 1923-1) MS-63. 
Brilliant and lustrous ☆ 1928 (2). MS-64 and MS-63. Both are 
brilliant and lustrous. (Total: 3 pieces) 

End of Sale 
Thank you for being a part of one of the greatest sales in American 

numismatic history. 
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•Special financing 
Available on Approval 

We are pleased to offer the following financing 

arrangements in cooperation with our local bank, 

Community Bank and Trust of Wolfeboro, New 

Hampshire. We’ve enjoyed many fine business 

dealings with our friends at Community and we 

hope you enjoy your relationship as well. 

Bowers and Merena will receive a loan origina¬ 

tion fee on each loan processed but the loan 

agreement is between you and the bank. Each ap¬ 

plication will be reviewed on an individual basis 

based on a completed application. It is recom¬ 

mended that you have all agreements in place be¬ 

fore the sale begins on October 2. To apply for 

said financing, please contact Peter Alden at 

Community Bank &: Trust Company at 603-569- 

8400. 

Option 1 Option 2 

Loan Amount: $25,000 to $500,000 

(50% of total purchase price) 

$25,000 to $500,000 

(50% of total purchase price) 

Loan Type: Time Term 

Rate (annual): 14% 14% 

Term: One Year Two Years 

Repayment: Interest only monthly with the 

principal balance due in full 

in one year. 

Principal and interest only monthly 

amortizing the loan over a 

two year period. 

Security: First security interest in coins 

purchased at the sale. Coins to 

be held by the Community Bank 

Sc Trust Company. 

First security interest in coins 

purchased at the sale. Coins to 

be held by the Community Bank 

Sc Trust Company. In the case of 

multiple-coin holdings, by 

arrangement, a portion of the 

coins may be released as the 

outstanding loan principal declines. 

Community Bank 
8c Trust Company 
15 Varney Road • Wolfeboro, NH • 03894 

603-569-8400 
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FOR BEST 

Attention: 
please submit mail and fax 
bids by: 

NOON, FRIDAY, 
October 1, 1999 

IThis is a public auction sale conducted by licensed and 
bonded auctioneers. All bids are to be per lot. No lots 
will be broken. Lots will be sold in numerical sequence 

unless the auctioneer otherwise directs. In the event of 
identical mail bids on the same lot, the lot will be awarded 
to the first bid received. Floor bids will take precedence 
over mail bids. In the event of a dispute during the floor 
bidding, the auctioneer’s decision to award the lot to a bid¬ 
der will be final. The auctioneer, at his sole discretion, may 
re-open any lot or put the lot up for sale again. 

A buyer’s premium of 15% will be added to the ham¬ 
mer price of each lot which sum will be the purchase 
price. This buyer’s premium will be added to all in¬ 

voices, without exception. (Under the present arrangement, 
we normally charge a fee to the seller, plus a buyer’s pre¬ 
mium to the purchaser.) 

All sales are strictly for cash in United States funds. All 
remittances must be drawn on United States banks. 
Invoices must be paid for promptly upon receipt in 

good U.S. funds. No credit cards will be accepted for auc¬ 
tion purchases or deposits. Shipping, handling, postage, 
private and/or postal insurance, and registration charges 
will be added for lots delivered by mail. All bidders not fur¬ 
nishing applicable resale permits will be responsible for sides 
tax as required to be collected under the laws of the state 
and/or other entity in which the sale is conducted. By bid¬ 
ding in the sale, a successful bidder agrees to be liable for 
any tax liabilities which may accrue by virtue of the purchase. 

Special arrangements for financing for this sale 
can be made through Community Bank and Trust 
Company, 15 Varney Road, Wolfeboro, NH 

03894, 603-569-8400. For further information see page 473. 
Details of the loan will be outlined in the loan agreement 
document. 4 All lots must be paid in full prior to delivery, unless 

credit arrangements for this sale have been specifically 
agreed to in writing by Auctions by Bowers and Mer- 

ena, Inc. (subsequently referred to as Bowers and Merena 
in the present Terms of Sale). Previously established lines 
of credit, at the sole option of Bowers and Merena, may not 
be honored. Please contact our Accounting Department in 
advance if you have any questions regarding your purchas¬ 
ing plans. At the sole discretion of Bowers and Merena, we 
reserve the right to deny participation in any auction if 
there have been, in our opinion, credit problems, unreason¬ 
able returns, delays in payment, or any other problems in 
past or current sales. On any account not paid within the 
prescribed terms of this sale, Bowers and Merena reserves 
the right to extend credit and to impose periodic finance 
charges at the rate of 1.5% per month (18% per annum) on 
the unpaid balance, which charges shall continue to accrue 
until fully paid. On any sums unpaid, if the account is re¬ 
ferred to an attorney for collection, the buyer agrees to pay 

all costs, including attorneys’ fees, with interest accruing or 
the balance, until fully paid, at the specified rate. 

Bidders not known to us must furnish references 
satisfactory to Bowers and Merena and/or deposit a 
sum equal to 25% of the bids submitted. This sum wil! 

be applied to successful bids with the overage refunded 
within 10 days of the sale date. Any difference will be billed! 
We reserve the right to require payment in full by all bid¬ 
ders, prior to the delivery of lots, even if satisfactory 
references or credit have been established. 6 Title does not pass until lots are paid for in full. It is 

the responsibility and obligation of the buyer to main 
tain insurance on any coins in his possession. Risk of 

loss is on the buyer. By bidding in the sale, the bidder 
agrees to permit Bowers and Merena to file any financing 
statement permitted under the Uniform Commercial Code 
without debtor’s signature and to offset any accounts due, 
whether now or in the future, against funds or collateral in 
their possession. The buyer agrees not to sell, pledge, or hy 
pothecate these auction purchases until paid for in full. Am 
person submitting bids on behalf of a corporation or any 
other entity agrees to be personally responsible for the 
transaction. 

No “buy” or unlimited bids will be accepted. No bids 
will be accepted from minors. The auctioneer 
and/or Bowers and Merena reserve the right to open 

a lot at a reasonable price, to set bidding increments as thev 
shall determine, and to refuse any bid which in the judg¬ 
ment of the auctioneer or Bowers and Merena is believed 
not to be made in good faith or does not qualify by reason 
of credit, or otherwise. Bowers and Merena may open bid¬ 
ding on any lot by placing a bid on behalf of the seller. 
Bowers and Merena may further bid on behalf of the seller, 
up to the amount of the reserve, by placing successive or 
consecutive bids for a lot, or by placing bids in response to 
other bidders. 8We cannot be responsible for errors in bidding. 

Please check your bid sheet carefully. Please bid in 

even dollar increments. All bids not in even dollar 

amounts, including those increased by 10% to 30% (see 

our special service on the bid sheet), will be rounded off 

to the lower whole dollar amount. We request that all bid 

sheets be signed, and we reserve the right to not enter 

bids on any sheet that has not been signed. Realizing that 

certain bids may be submitted by fax, telegram, or other 

means without a signature, we note that in any event, bid¬ 

ding in this auction sale constitutes acceptance by the 

bidder of all of the Terms of Sale. 9 All items offered in this catalogue are guaranteed to 
be genuine within the context of the prevailing schol¬ 
arship of their respective series. Auction sales are not! 

approval sales. Any lot may be examined before bidding. 
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Floor Bidder 

Registration 
will begin 30 minutes before 

the session at the entrance to 

the auction room. 

NEW BIDDERS 
[f you have not participated 

with us before, be sure to 

send your credit information: 

Attn: Barb Clifford, 

it least 10 days before the 

ruction. There is very little 

time, if any, to review this 

information during the auc¬ 

tion. 

No lots may be returned for any reason by floor 

buyers (including those acting as agents for oth¬ 

ers) or by successful mail bidders except for 

reasons of authenticity. Any lot returned must be in its 

original unopened container or holder. The removal of 

any item from such container or holder negates the return 

privilege. The late remittance for purchases is cause for 

Bowers and Merena to negate this privilege. The auction¬ 

eers reserve the right to postpone or cancel the sale without 

notice, should they in their sole discretion determine fhat 

such action is warranted. Any lot may be withdrawn without 

notice prior to the sale. Neither the auctioneer nor the con¬ 

signor will have any obligation to the intended bidders as a 

result of any postponement, cancellation, or withdrawal. 

Grading is a subjective description that represents 

the opinion of the cataloguer as to the state of 

preservation of a particular coin or lot. A split 

grade, such as Proof-63/65, refers to a coin which in our 

opinion has a Proof-63 obverse and Proof-65 reverse. ‘‘Proof’ 

is used to describe a method of manufacture and is not a 

grade or condition. All such terms, including adjectival and 

numerical descriptions of coins and other numismatic items, 

are the opinion of Bowers and Merena and are not an attri¬ 

bution. No warranty, whether expressed or implied, 

including the warranty of merchantability, is made with re¬ 

spect to such adjectival or numerical descriptions, which can 

and do vary among experts; nor is any warranty or represen¬ 

tation made that any other expert, grading service or other 

entity will grade a given piece the same as we do; nor is any 

warranty or representation made that a coin or other numis¬ 

matic item has not been cleaned, or that the toning of any 

item is natural, or that there is the absence of any other de¬ 

fect which would render it unsuitable for encapsulation by 

any grading service or the acceptance by a third party. Refer¬ 

ences to population reports and grading service census 

figures are as of the cataloguing time, which may be several 

months prior to the sale date. All such comments are subject 

to revision; consult recent data issued by the grading ser¬ 

vices. Certain items that are described as restrikes, or 

patterns, or colonials, may be struck at dates other than 

those on the coin, but they are described in accordance 

with prevailing numismatic custom at the time the sale 

takes place. By bidding in this sale, the buyer agrees to hold 

Bowers and Merena harmless for any numismatic item 

graded and described by a third party grading service and 

presented as any lot within this catalogue. The buyer further 

acknowledges that the opinion of Bowers and Merena on any 

such item may be different than that described by a grading 

service. Further, the buyer agrees to accept the grade, attri¬ 

bution, pedigree, authenticity or any other designation as 

described by a grading service. In general, with the exception 

of those lots described by a grading service, descriptions are 

the Bowers and Merena interpretation of standards in the 

Photograde book, with the addition of certain intermediate 

grades, such as MS-64 and Proof-64, as determined by the 

opinion of our staff. Q. David Bowers is a minor stockholder 

in Collectors Universe (PCGS). 

This paragraph is intended to be part of all lot 

descriptions contained in this catalogue. Bowers 

and Merena acts as agent for the consignor. For 

this reason, no claims of any kind can be considered after the 

setdements have been made with the consignor. Any dispute 

after the settlement date (45 days following the date of the 

sale) is strictly between the bidder and consignor without in¬ 

volvement or responsibility of Bowers and Merena and/or 

the cataloguers. The auctioneer, consignor, employees, as¬ 

signees, and agents for Bowers and Merena or the consignor 

may bid for his or her own account at any auction and may 

have information not otherwise available to the public re¬ 

garding reserves, values or other material facts relating to the 

articles which are the subject of the auction. When an item is 

sold to the book, it may be sold, passed, withdrawn, returned 

to the owner or bought in. The consignor or his agent may 

bid on any lot in his own consignment. In the ev ent of a ty¬ 

pographical error or attribution error, the cataloguer 

reserves the right to withdraw any item from the sale without 

notice, to correct the error orally at the sale, or, if discovered 

at a later date, to refund the buyer’s money without further 

obligation. The maximum obligation of Bowers and Merena 

to any bidder shall be the sum paid for any lot in dispute. 

While every effort will be made to properly enter and ex¬ 

ecute bids received by mail or by other means, Bowers 

and Merena assumes no liability for any errors in this re¬ 

gard or failure to enter bids. 

By placing a bid in this sale, you agree that this 

transaction shall be construed in accordance 

with the laws of the State of New Hampshire. 

Any dispute, claim or controversy (except for non-payment) 

shall be settled exclusively by binding arbitration under the 

rules then in effect of the Professional Numismatists Guild, 

Inc., as if both parties to the dispute were members, at 

Wolfeboro, New Hampshire, or another suitable location at 

the option of Bowers and Merena. In the event of non-pay¬ 

ment, at its option. Bowers and Merena may refer the 

matter to the PNG arbitration or elect to proceed judicially, 

in which case the buyer consents to jurisdiction in the 

courts of Carroll County, New Hampshire. Min the event of unsuccessful litigation, the plaintiff 

shall pay Bowers and Merena’s legal costs, counsel 

and witness fees, and all other costs incurred bv it 

in defense against such suit, together with interest at the prime 

rate from the date of actual disbursement. 
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Important! 
♦ Credit cards will not be 
accepted for auction depos¬ 
its or payments. 
♦ The Prices Realized list 
will be published approxi¬ 
mately 30 days after the 
auction. 

Special Services 
If you wish to limit your total expenditure, 
please fill in the maximum amount you wish 

JL to spend on the MAXIMUM EXPENDITURE 
line at the upper portion of your bid sheet. You can then 
submit bids for amounts up to eight times the amount of 
the maximum expenditure. This is a personal service and 
a Bowers and Merena customer representative will per¬ 
sonally attend to your bid sheet by bidding from the 
auction floor, buying lots for your account until your 
authorized expenditure is reached. While we will do our 
best in your behalf, clue to the speed of the auction sale 
and the sometimes crowded conditions, we cannot be 
responsible for failure to execute such a bid properly. 
Due to the bookkeeping involved, this service is offered 
only to bidders with maximum expenditures of $ 1,000 or 
more. MAXIMUM EXPENDITURE and ONE LOT 
ONLY bidding can be combined. 

Up to five lots may be grouped with brackets 
for a ONE LOT ONLY purchase, if you wish to 

* \J purchase only one example of a coin of which 
several examples appear in the sale. Such lots should be 
bracketed on your bid sheet. While we will do our best on 
your behalf, due to the speed of the auction sale and the 
sometimes crowded conditions, we cannot be responsible 
for failure to execute such a bid properly. 

| We invite you to take advantage of the op- J tional 10% to 30% increase lo help your 
A § chance of being a successful bidder. Check 

the appropriate place on your bid sheet. 

18 Bidding in this auction sale constitutes 

acceptance by the bidder of the foregoing 

terms of sale. 

Please note: Transparent holders in which the auction lots are 

stored are to facilitate viewing arid inspection of the lots and ARE 

NOT for long-term storage. 

Suggestions 
for Mail Bidders 
Bidding in our auctions can be an interesting enjoyable, and a numis- 

rnatically rewarding experience. Even if you have been bidding in our sal 

for many years, you may find that some of the following comments will in¬ 

crease your success. In the event that you wish to ask further questions, 

phone Cynthia LaCarbonara or Carolyn Craigue. 

SS Mail your bid sheet as early as possible. This is particular i 

■■I important if you are a new bidder, for it takes us time to checf 

your references. A bid sheet mailed a few days before the sale might n< 

reach us until a week later—at which time the coins will have been solli 

to others! 

As the sale date draws near, fax us your bids anytime 24 hours 

day [our fax number is (603) 569-5319]. Or, telephone your bid 

to our Auction Department. Please follow' up your phone and fax bio 

with written confirmation. 

*5 

m We’ve found it best to use a work sheet to compile bids. In th i 

way you can check back and forth throughout the catalogua 

make changes and revisions, and so on. Then when you’ve decided O' 

your final bids, enter them on the bid sheet. Try’ your best to keep th. 

bid sheet neat and clearly understandable, listing the lots in orden 

Check your bid sheet carefully. You will be responsible for any bids o" 

wrong lots or for the wrong amounts. Please be careful! 

Don’t bid more than you w’ant to pay! Review your fmancia 

circumstances carefully before bidding. There is always tht. 

possibility that you may be awarded all of the lots you bid on. If you an 

awarded lots, you are legally bound to pay for them immediately. 

Please keep current price levels in mind when bidding. Whil 

L^i high and low prices sometimes occur, most items sell within 

market ranges. If a popular coin sells for $500 on the retail marked 

chances are not good that a bid of, say, less than $400 will win it. On 

the other hand, chances are excellent that a bid in the $500 to $60* 

range will be competitive. There is no harm in bargain hunting, bin 

as your time is valuable (and so is ours), it is most productive if yon 

keep current values in mind w hile bidding. The higher you bid, th 

greater your chances are for success. It has been our experience tha 

many people who bid strongly, or check the options to increase bidl 

by an optional 10% to 30%, actually purchase at least some lots below 

their maximum authorization once the sale takes place. 

Ink is best for writing bids. Pencil tends to blur. If bid changes an 

MU necessary, do not write over figures. Instead, cross them out 

completely and re-enter the bids. Put your telephone number on th« 

bid sheet. This way we can call you if there is a question about a bid 

No lots may he returned for any reason except as provided by #10 o> 

the Terms of Sale. 
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Gold Dollars. 1-260 
Quarter Eagles. 261-645 
Three-Dollar Gold Pieces. 646-710 
Half Eagles.711-1302 
Eagles. 1303-1676 
Double Eagles.   1677-1968 
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Thinking of selling 
your rare coin collection? 

Talk to 
Auctions by Bowers 

and Merena! 
ight now we are 

planning our next several auction 

sales. We invite you to telephone 

Q. David Bowers (Chairman), 

Raymond N. Merena (President), 

or John Pack (Auction Manager), 

toll-free to discuss your holdings. 

Or simply drop us a line. Either 

way, all details will be kept strictly 

confidential. We offer you: 

Experience: An unsur¬ 

passed record of auction success— 

Of the top 10 world’s record coin 

auction prices, we hold seven! 

Of the three largest collections 

of United States coins sold at 

auction, we have handled all three. 

• The $44.9 million Eliasberg 

Collection 

• fhe $25 million Garrett 

Collection 

Raymond N. Merena and Q. David Bowers 

• The $22 million Norweb 

Collection. 

Over many years we have sold 

more than $375 million worth of 

coins for over 12,000 consignors. 

When it comes to experience, 

we offer what you are seeking. 

Whether you have a group of 

coins worth $2,000 (our minimum 

due to bookkeeping consider¬ 

ations) or worth millions, you 

have come to the right place! 

Expertise: Your coins and 

paper money will be authorita¬ 

tively catalogued by our numis¬ 

matic experts. 

They are backed up by full in- 

house facilities, including our 

Graphics and Photography 

Departments, and others. The 

result is a beautiful and authorita¬ 

tive catalogue which will highlight 

your numismatic material to its 

best advantage. 

Did you know that our catalogues 

have won more “Catalogue of the 

Year Award” honors (given by the 

Numismatic Literary Guild) than 

have ALL of our competitors 

combined? There must be a reason! 



Louis E. Eliasberg, Sr. 
L0U Collection 

THE 
v < RARITIES 

SALE 
August 9,1999 

Chicago, Illinois 

Fmtvrtnc 
Tin- U«ii: IVmli \ ‘ 'uiCctjun ititJ 

Tlw Time CftTMtle Cation, Part II 

Walter If 

Childs 
Collection 

April 6-8,'lW7.N.»Vo,VC.,y 

Auctions by Bowcf* and Me*cn». lnc 
Bowers and Merena’s 

gorgeous Grand FormatIM catalogues 

have icon more “Catalogue of the Year Award ” honors 

than have ALL of our competitors combined. 

And better catalogues mean higher prices for your coins! 

Auctions yv 

Ten». ' Inc. 

Reasonable Rates: 
For one low commission to you, 

the seller, plus a fee charged to 

the buyer, we handle EVERY¬ 

THING—from complete insur¬ 

ance from the moment we 

acquire your coins, to catalogu¬ 

ing, to photography (important 

pieces in full color), to advertising 

and publicity. 

In other words, all you have to 

do is figure out what to do with 

our generous check! 

Pleasurable 
Transaction: we offer 
you a pleasurable, enjoyable 

transaction. To put it simply, we 

will treat you as we ourselves 

would like to be treated. At 

Auctions by Bowers and Merena, 

our entire team is on your side. 

Contact Bowers and Merena 

today! Direct your inquiry to 

Raymond Merena, Q. David 

Bowers, or John Pack. It’s as easy 

as placing a TOLL-FREE tele- 

Or drop us a line with a brief 

description of your holdings, a 

daytime telephone number where 

you can be reached, and the best 

time to call. 

phone call to us at 1-800-458-4646. 

Auction Schedule 
Baltimore, MD 

in conjunction with the Suburban 

Washington/Baltimore Convention 

November 11-13, 1999 

Orlando, FL 
The Rarities Sale 

January 4-5, 2000 

Baltimore, MD 
in conjunction with the Suburban 

Washington/Baltimore Convention 

March 23-25, 2000 

New York City, NY 
The Bass Collection - Part III 

May 25-26, 2000 

Chicago, IL 
in conjunction with the 

Mid America Coin Expo 

June 23-24, 2000 

Plus many more in 2000 and beyond! 

This could well be the most 

important financial move you’ve 

ever made! 

Auctions by Bowers 
and Merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 

Wolfeboro, NH 03894 

CHAIRMAN: Q. David Bowers. PRESIDENT: 

Raymond N. Merena. Members: Professional 

Numismatists Guild, Life Members AN A, etc., 

with a tradition of serving numismatists for 

over 40 years. Auctions held in New Yqj^Gity, 

Baltimore, and other large metropolitan areas. 

“When great collections 
o 

are sold, Bowers and 

Merena sells them." 







www.bowersandmerena.com 


